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BOOK    XIII.  ♦ 

C  H  A  P.     I. 

ne  Empire  of  China.  . 

SECT.    I. 
jf  general  View  aftbe  Chinefe  Empire  J 

THIS  vaft  and  opulent  empire  is  fituate  on  the  moft  hsfitua' 
eaftern  verge  of  Afia ;  and  comprehends,  as  hath  /iV»,  ex- 
been  ahready  hinted,  the  kingdom  of  China^  pro-  tent^  &c. 
/     perly  fo  called,  and  the  Chinefe ^  or,  as  it  is  fome- 
times  ftyled,    Great  Tartary.     We  have  formerly  given  a 
fliort  account  of  its  foundation,  antient  ftate,  extent,  reli-"     ' 
gion,  laws,  ijc,  as  far  as  it  could  be  attained  from  antient 
authors  and  records ' ;  and  have  brought  down  their  hiftory 
to  their  ninth  monarch  Shun  ;  in  whofe  family  the  crown  be- 
ing become,  hereditary,  wc  thought  it  the  propereft  period  to 
bepn  the  modem  cMie  ^.    In  thofe  early  days  this  monarchy  Anthnt 

^  SeQ  Univi  Hifl.  vol.  xx.  p.  109,  &  feq.      ^  Ibid.  p.  150. 

•  The  reader  is  defired  to  obferve,  that,  by  miftake.  Book  I. 
b  inferted  in  the  title  line  of  the  even  pages  of  this  volume,  from 
page  4  to  page  5 1 2  inclaiive,  infiead  of  Book  XIII. 

JJfJpp.  H?ST.  Vql.  VIII.  A  •         was 
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vn&  confined  within  narrow  bounds,  or  perhaps  withiii  the 
Cronutb.    Gompafs  of  ooe  fingle  province  <^ ;  whofe  firft  colonies,  having 
once  planted  themielves  in  it,  feem  to  have  taken  fuch  care 
to  bar  all  the  avenu^d  to  it  from  the  reft  of  mankind;  as  . 
never,  to  b€  called  t6  any  but  ambaffidors  frotn  other  ftittes ; 
by  Which  mtte$  they  YM  tiot  otAy  aH  pofTiWe  opportuifitics 
of  extending  their  dominions,  founding  their  government,  and 
improving  arts  and  fcience*  frWh  th'tf  ea-lieft  times  ;  and  have 
fo  far  fpread  themfelves,  as  to  become  the  nobleft  and  largeft 
monarchy  hitherto  difcov€red  **,  and  lb  be  Juflly  eft^jfibed'thc 
^Heft;  larg^,  afcd  lAoft  pbpulofis,  of  Stay  that  is  nowgdlrefi^ 
by  one  prince.    Its  whole  extent,  from  the  fortrefs  of  Cay- 
fim,  in  the  province  of  P^kirtg,  fifti^  under  the  41ft  degree, 
to  the  moft  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland  of  Hay-nan^  under  the 
1 8  th  degree  of  north  latitude,  is  ij  degrees,  fi-om  north'  to 
fouth.    There  are  fiveral  other  ways  of  extencfing  hi  leliigth 
and  breadth  to  more  advantage,  which  the  reader  may  fee  in 
^^!^!^  the  margin  (A).     However,  According  to  the  beft  and  latcft 


extendi 


^  Univ.  Hift.  p.  124  (K).  *'  D^Halde,  vol.i.  p~  i. 


(A)  To  compute  the  whole 
extent  of  this  large  cotmtry  in 
length  and  breadth,  the  former 
mutt  be  taken  from  the  tiorth- 
eaftern  frontier- town  of  Xag* 
yvjerii  in  the  province  of  Lyftu- 
tong^  unto  the  laft.city  of  that  of 
Tun-natty  called  Chyen-ty$n ;  and^ 
then  its  greateft  length  will  be 
»bd«it4bo  Gtrmani  or  1 600  Eh- 
giifl>  miles ;  to  which  if  we  add 
the  ifland  of  Hay^nmn,  which 
likewife  belongs  to  Gnnd^  and 
lies  footh  of  ^^ang'-tQngtCr  Cm- 
toky  two  degrees,  or  120  miles, 
moremuftbe  added  to  its  lengtK. 
Its  breadth  may  be  alfo  ftretcK- 
cd  to  a  greater  extent,  j?y  mea- 
furing  it  from  the  town  of  Nim- 
f6y  a  fca-port  town  in  th«f  pro- 
vince of  Che-kyang^  to  the  ut- 
V  moft  boundary  of  that  of  ^^- 
ehi^n^  or  Su-chuen  5  by  which 
it  will   amount  to   about  315 


German,  or  1 269  of  our  miles. 
And'  if  If  be  meafared  from  the 
town  of  Tau'chwan^  iituate  on 
a&t  utmbft  eailern  verge  of 
Lyau'tongy  on  the  frontiers  of 
Korean'  quite  to  that  of  Tfing- 
taii^  on  the  moft  weftern  part  of 
tlfc  ^:^fheij  df  5*^/,  it  will 


be^ill  confiderably  wider  (i), 
pofed  th^  Chinlffi' em]^irt  jto 


Father  Li  Cm/ff,  wfia^  i 


i 


cittolar^  gave  it  ftiil  a  mot^^  ex- 
tenfi^  breadth ;  tho'  he  agreed, 
in  the  main,  as  to  itsr  l^iigth. 
But  it  hath  been  fully  proved  by 
newfurvcysto  be  of  an  oval, 
form ;  and,  cbnfequently,  that 
its  breadth,  where  broadell, 
camefttottof  its  length  by  fome- 
what  above  a,  fdurth  part  ( z) ; 
that  is,  tKatit  exttnds  itietf  Co 
much  farther  from  north  to 
fouth^  than  from  eaft  to  weft 
(3)- 


Cl)  5^^  La  1[^ art  inter  e,  Gecgr,  DlB.  fuU'voc.  C^iInV;  (2}  Id,  ibid.      Da 

Hmde,  MjgailUn,  &  4I  (3)  Du  Haidr,  /r.  t. 


^     furveysj 
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fan^eys,  it  is  found  to  be  aot  of  a  circalar,  but  oval  figure,  i 

extending  moft  from  north  to  fouth»  as  was  hinted  in  the       -   . 
note ;  and  that  its  leaft  .Extent,  which  way  foever  meafured  in  * 

aftraitline,  amounts  to  360  leagues,  of  20  to  a  degree,  or 
to  60  of  our  miles  *.  The  moft  recent  writer  gives  it  ftill  i^ 
greater  extent ;  viz.  34  degrees  from  north  to  fouth,  or  680 
k^es ;  and  confiderably  above  300  from  eailto  weft,  eveft 
wbere  it  is  narroweft ;  fo  that,  according  to  him,  the  whole 
circuit  of  it  extends  above  1800  leagues  f  ;  but  upon  what 
new  discoveries  he  founds  his  dimenfions,  we  are  not  told. 

CHINA  i^  bounded  on  the'north  by  Tartaryy  from  which  Bounda* 
it  is  parted  by  the  famous  Chinefe  wall,  of  which  we  fhall  give  ries.  . 
a  fuller  account  in  its  proper  place  ;  and,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  * 
eaftern  or  Chinefe  ocean ;  on  the  fouth*^  l>y  the  fouthern  or 
ImUan  fea ;  and,  on  the  weft,  by  a  vaft  fandy  defart,  and  a 
long  ridge  of.  inacceiSble  mountains,  which  divide  it  from 
weftem  Tartary  and  the  kingdoms  of  Tibet,  &c*  It  contains  Pro^lneH^ 
fifteen  provinces  (exclufive  of  that  of  Lyau-tong,  which  is 
fituate  without  the  great  wall,  tho'  under  die  fame  dominion) ; 
each  of  which' m^ght,  for  their  largenefs,  fertility,  populouf- 
.nefs,  and  opulence,  pafs  for  fo  many  diftinft  kingdoms. 
Their  names  and  fite  are  as  follows  :  i.  Shen-fi ;  2,Shan-ft% 
and,  3i  Pe-cheti  j  which  extend  themfdves  on  the  north,  along 
f!b&Chinefe  wall.  Four  more  aire  fituate  along  the  eaftern  ocean  ; 
viz.  4.  Sh^n-tongi  5.  Kyan-nang  ;  6.  Che-k^ang  j  and,  7.  Fo* 
kyen.  Four  others  ftretch  themelves  towards  the  fouth  and 
weft*  vi%.  S.  ^ang-tong;  9.^ang'Ji;  10,  Tu-nan;  and, 
II.  Se-chuen.  The  four  laft,  viz.  12.  Ho-nan;  13.  Hu' 
fuang;  14.  '^ey-cieiv;  and,  15*  Kyang-Ji ;  take  up  the 
jnuddle  part :  of  all  which,  as  well  as  of  ^that  of  Lyau-tong, 
we  fliall  give  a  filler  account  iff  a  proper  place,  according  to 
tth^  order  (B).'  - 

As 

*  Dv  Halde,  vol.  i.   n..  2.    See  alfo  Magaillan,   Lb- 
coiiPTB,  Ma.rt.inie»e,  &  aJ..  t  Hill.  He  la  Ghine,  vol.  i. 

P-S2. 

(B)  It  will  not  be  improper  who  havewritten  of  this  country) 

kre  to  apprife  dur  readers,  once  we  have  folio .ved  the  judicious 

for  all,  that  in  the  orthography  j£.HgliJh  tranilater  of  Father  Dti 

of  thefe    provinces,    and    all  HaUey  who  hath  taken  no  fmall 

others,  proper  names^  of  men,  .pains  to  reduce  it,  as  near  as 

cities,  ^r.  (which  are  fo  differ-  was  poflible,  to  the  Inglijh  idiom 

eutljr  fpelt  by  all  the. authors  (4),  both  in  the  naps,  and  in 

(f)  $tt  bis  p  refact  to  that  v, irk,  f$%y^  fi^* 

A  z  .*«? 
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CJiman.  As  Ckina  extends  fo  far  from  fouth  to  north,  as  from  the 
fecond  to  the  fifth  climate,  fo  muft  its  temperature  vary  ac- 
cordingiy.  The  dificrcncc  of  the  length  of  its  days  is  litdc  , 
more  than  four  hours ;  the  longeft,  in  the  moft  northern 
parts,  being  about  fourteen  hours  and  three  quarters ;  and 
the  fhorteft,  in  the  mod  fouthern,  about  ten  hours  and  three 
quarters;  and  the  nights  proportionably ^ '   It  is,  however, 

'  Vid.  Macaillan,  Lecompte,  Mahtiniere,  &al.   Gor- 
don grasn^  part  ii.  ch.  2.  fed.  2. 


the  body  of  the  work.  The 
power  and  found  of  the  Cbinefe 
If tterf,  vowels  as  well  as  conio* 
Bants,  diifer  fo  vallly  from  thofe 
of  Eurtfe,  that  thofie  authors 
have  fplit  themfelves  into  an  al- 
moil  irreconcileable,  as  well  as 
'  unintelligibleydifronaRcy,  in  en- 
deavouring to  convey  thofe 
founds,  which  can  only  be 
taught  by  the  ear,  by  fuch  let- 
ters of  their  refped^ive  alpha- 
.  bets  as  they  thought  came  near- 
eft  to  them  :  fo  that,  confider- 
ing  the  vail  difference  of  pro- 
■  nunciation  between  moft  Euro- 
fean  nations,  it  was  impofTible 
tor  them  to  convey  thofe  founds, 
without  fpelling  them  each  ac- 
cording to  the  pecuhar  pronun- 
ciation of  his  own  country :  and 
hence  poceeds  that  vaft' differ- 
ence of  writing  the  fame  name 
between  the  Spaniards^  fortu- 
guife^  EngHjbj  French,  Italians^ 
High  SLTidLow  Dutch,  &c. 

What  adds  ftill  more  to  this 
variety,  is  the  number  of  let- 
ters, or  founds,  peculiar  to  the 
Chinefe  5  to  which  none  of  our 
European  alphabets  afford  us  any 
thing  equivalent,  or  even  ap- 
proaching to.  This  peculiarity, 
moreover,  extends  itfelf  not  on- 
ly to  vowels  and  cohfonants, 
but  much  more  with  refpedt  to 
fomeof  their  gutturals  and  com- 
,  pound  letters /inftances  of  which 
the  reader  may  fee  in  great  num- 
bers in  the  preface  above-men- 
tioned    But,  with   refped  to 


the  guttm-als,  we  ihall  beg  to 
fubjoin  a  fmgular  one,  which 
that  ingenious  author  hath  not 
uken  notice  of,  but  which  Jiath 
been  a  pregnant  caufe  of  this 
variety  of  fellings. 

TheChine/e  language  abounds 
in  gutturals,  which  tew  of  our 
polite  Europeans  have.  One  of 
them,  in  particular,  is  fo  deep 
and  harih,  that  neither  the  He- 
hreiAJf  Chaldee^  SyriaCy  Greek,  ot 
any  other  tongue,  except  per- 
haps the  Arabic,  have  anything 
anl  werable  to  it.  This  the  5^^- 
nifif  and  Portugue/e  exprcffed,  as 
well  as  they  could,  by  their  X. 
which,  with  them,  is  pronounced 
Kuttnrally,  tho'  nothing  fo  deep. 
But  as  that  letter  hath  a  quite 
different  found  axnong  other 
European  nations,  each  of  them 
was  forced  to  fubftitute  fome 
other  to  it,  fuch  as  feemed  to 
them  to  come  neareft  ^o  the  ori- 
ginal }  fome  by  a  i,  others  by  a 
€9  others  by  ch^  isfe.  And  hence, 
to  prevent  all  confufion  and 
mifunderilanding,  as  much  as 
poflible,  we  (haU  not  only  con* 
fine  ourfelves  to  the  orthography 
above-named,  as  the  moft  ad- 
apted to  our  Enzlijh  ]>ronuncia- 
tion ;  but  ftiall  likewife,  when- 
ever it  differs  fo  much  firom  any 
other  authors  quoted  in  the  fe- 
quel,  give  thofe  names  accord-* 
ing  to  their  own  way  of  writ- 
ing it,  that  there  may  be  no 
doubt  about  oui^  meaning  the 
fanle  perfon  or  place. 

generally 
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generally  reckoned  very  moderate^  except  only  towards  the, 
Qordiy  where  the  cold  is  extremely  piercing,  not  fo  much  from 
its  northern  Ate,  as  from  the  ridges  of  mountains  that  inter- 
thofe  parts,  and  are  valUy  high,  and  mollly  covered  with  deep 
ihows.  Even  in  thofe  parts  which  run  under  the  tropics,  the 
.  winds  that  blow  thither  from  the  large  and  mountainous  parr» 
of  Tartary^  make  the  cold  weather  exceeding  piercing  and 
fevere  during  the  three,  and  fometimesfour,  wiuter  months  (C). 
The  fouthem  parts,  on  the  other  hand,  muft  be  fnppofed  to 
be  exceeding  hot  and  dry,  the  nearer  they  draw  towards  the 
tropic,  or  extend  beyond  it;  but  thofe  heats  are, the  more  ea- 
fdy  borne  by  the  help  of  their  fine  cooling  grottoes,  grovel, 
cooling  fhades,  and  other  refrefhing  retirements,  to  which 
they  repair  during  the  heat  of  the  day ;  at  which  time  there 
is  the  fame  univerfal  iilence,  and  reflation  from  bufmefs,  as 
if  it  was  midnight.  Thefe  fouthern  parts  have  indeed  neither 
froft  nor  fnow ;  but  they  are  much  troubled  with  ftorms,  and 
violent  rains,  about  the  time  of  the  equinoxes,  efpedaUy  the 
autumnal,  which  is  all  the  winter  they  have ;  all  the  reft  of 
the  year  being  crowned  with  a  ferene  fky,  and  a  mofl  de- 
lightful verdure.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  univerfally  owned  by  How  im 
thofe  who  have  vifited  that  large  empire,  that  where  nature /r«v/i/. 
hath  been  mofl  unequal  in  the  diftribution  of  her  gifts,  the 
C^ine/e^  iQdufh7  hath  fo  far  fupplied  that  defeft,  by  levelling 
whole  ridges  of  mountains  in  fome  provinces,  and  raifing  of 
artificial  ones  in  others ;  by  providing  proper  fences  againfl 
cxcefiive  colds  in  fome;  and  heats  ^nd  droughts  in  others  ; 
and  by  varying  their  agriculture,  their  manuring,  planting, 
and  fowing,  according  to  the  different  foils  and  climates,  that 
every  fpot  almofl  of  that  vaft  territory  produces  more  than 
enough  to  make  its  inhabitants  rich  and  happy,  and  the  whole 
country  delightful  and  fertile,  populous,  healthy,  and  opu- 
lent ;  all  which  is  farther  improved  by  the  vaft  number  of 
canals  cut  from  one  river  to  another^  and  the  innumerable 

(C)  This  would  hardly  be  «$,  that  the  froft  was  fo  fevere 

er^ted,  were  it  not  confirmed  in  January  and  February^  that  he 

Co  tis  by  mofi  travellers  that  wa9  forced  to  lie  by  till  the  ice 

have  vifited  thofe  parts-  at  the  could  be  broken  for  his  pafbge 


cold  feafon,  and  particularly  by  over  the  river  HoaaAo ;  whic 

Father  Le  Compte ;  who,  in  the  though  one  of  the  largeft  in 

reladon  he  gives  of  his  journey  CBinaf  was  then  almoft  frozen 

from  Nifi^  to  Fi-king,  aiTures  over  (5]* 

(5)  Letter  i/,  sJftt,    Fid^  &  Mirtini^  B^gailUft,  Dm  iUUt,  &  mii , 

A  3     '  carriages; 
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carriages  they  keep  up  by  land,  by  which  each  canton  may 
eafily  communicate  its  own  peculiar  produft  to  all  the  reft,  as 
we  fhall  fee  more  fully  in  the  fequeL 

Upon  all  thefe  accounts,  the  Chinefe  entertained  fuch  extra- 
Ordinary  notions  of  themfclves  and  country,  that  they  looked 
upon  all  the  reft  of  'the  world,  and  its  inhabitants,  with  the 
utmoft  contempt  (D),  efpecially  till  they  became  better  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  Europeans^  or  even  till  their  laft  conqucft 
Various  by  the  Tartars.  We  have  formerly  fpoken  of  the  various 
nanus,       names  which  antient  authors,  and  the  neighbouring  nations, 


(b)  The  advantages   which 
they  had  over  thofe  neighbour- 
ing nations  they  knew  or  heard 
of7  appeared  fo  confiderable  to 
them,   that  they  looked  upon 
themfclves  as  the  only  favourites 
of  heaven,  and  all  the  reft  of 
mankind  as  barbarians,  whom 
thfeyreprefentedas  dwarfs,  mon- 
fters,  ,and    contemptible  crea- 
tures.   They  looked  upon  their 
coujjtry  to  be  placed  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  earth ;  and  themfclves 
as  the  only  people  who  had  a 
human  form,   fize,  and  ihape  : 
whilft  all  the  other  nations,  or 
kingdoms,  which  they  made  to 
amount  to   feventy-two,    were 
Scattered  about  in  fmall  iflands, 
without  any  order  ;  the  biggeft 
of  which,   according   to  their 
maps,  was  not  fo  large  as  the 
leaft  of  the  Chinefe  provinces  ; 
and  thefe  were  ftuck  up  round 
their  empire  (to  which  they  gave 
a  quadrangular  form),    as    fo 
many  nut-ihells,  or  fmall  fatel- 
litcs  attending  on  their  great 
planet,    and  defigned  Only  to 
fervc  and  adorn  it.   They  gave 
indeed  the  preference  to»  their 
four  neighbouring  kingdoms  of 
^artearyy  Japan,  Tof/g-kivg,  And 
Korea  i  whom,  though  they  ftill 


ftyled  barbarians,  they  im^in'd 
to  have  received  fome  confider- 
able improvements  by  their  vi- 
cinity to  China  ;  but  as  to  the 
reft,  they  were  looked  upon  as . 
outcafts  into  the  extreme  parts 
of  the  earth,  a«  the  drofs  and 
refufe  of  nature  ;  and  chara- 
Aerifed  them  accordingly,  ia 
their  maps,  with  fuch  emblems 
as  were  apteft  to  infpire  their  na- 
tion with  diidain  and  contempt 
of  them  (6). 

It  was  therefore  no  fmall 
matter  of  wonder  to  them,  when, 
upon  their  coming  acquainted 
with  the  Europeans,  they  not 
.only  found  them  as  polite  and 
rational  as  themfclves,  but  far 
fuperior  to  them  in  all  kinds  of 
learning :  neither  could  they 
conceive  how  it  was  pqilible  for 
them  to  have  arrived  to  fuch  a 
perfediion  in  all  fciences,  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  their  own 
writings  ;  fo  that  they,  who,  till 
then,  had  looked  upon  them- 
fclves as  the  only-people  whom 
heaven  had  bleffed  with  eyes, 
whilft  all  the  reft  of  mankind 
were  left  to  grope  in  the  dark, 
were  now  forced  to  allow  the 
Europeans  to  have  one  eye  at 
leaft  (7). 


(6)  Msrtini,  Ma^aittan,  Du  Halde,  &  al,     Ftd.  it  U  Coupte,  ktter  $.  Na^ 
varetta,  La  Martintert  Jub  voc,  Du  Jialde,  (^  tL  muU.  (i)  Le  Compte, 

uOififp,  (St  aLJup,  eitau 

gave 
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gave  to  this  country S  that  of  Chong-qua^  by  which  they' 
theiofelyes  ftyle  it,  fignifies.  the  kingdom^  (f  the  middle^  they 
fu^fag  it  to  be  fituate  in  the  centre  of  the  world  :  to  this 
they  opt  only  jpjned  the  names  of  the  head  of  each  dynafty, 
a$  oftca  as  the  government  palled  from  one  £uiuly  to  another,  - 
ai^  accoimt  of  wiiich  the  reader  vdll  fee  in  the  following 
not^  (£)';  but  added  likewife  fome  pompous  title  to  the  qua^  Pompoui 
which  figniSes  a  kingdom. ;  fuch  as,  Tum-ming'^uay  the  king-  ^^f^^* 
dom  of  brigbtnefs,  or  perfeftion.;  Tayn-chin-qiay  the  king- 
dom of  purity  ;  Tyen^hwqua^  or  the  kingdom  which  contains 
alt  that  is  under  heaven ;  and  others  of  the'like  import.  The 

f  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  XX.  p.  1 20^  ii  feq. 


(El  We  have  formerly  giv^n 
a  fliqrt  account  of  the  firS  dy- 
nally,  from  Fo-hi  and  his  eight 
fucceffors,  down  to  Shun  (8). 
The  others,  in  number,  twenty- 

DynafUes. 

1.  Hya        —  — 

2.  Shang  — 

3.  Chenv  — ^ 
^,Tj^nalChin  — ' 

5.  Han        —     — 

6.  HetV'han         — 

7.  Txin,  or  Chin  id 

8.  Songi  or  Sowt  •— 

9.  Tzt\  or  Chi     -r 
10*  Lyang  —  , 
II.  Chin,  aL  Kin   '— 
li.  Snjuit  Soui      '  — 

13.  Ta/^gf  Tarn       •— 

14.  HeW'lyang       r— 

1 5.  Henju-tang         — 

16.  Henv'tscin         — 

17.  Hewhan  *— 
i2,  He*W'chefw  *  -^^ 
ig.  Song^  or  5<7ar«  — 
ao.  ?w^»  -— •  — 
2 1 ".  Af/>^,  or  Wm  — 
22.  Tjci/sr,  C&//Kf      — r 

this  M  now.  r^igpun|.   So  that 
China  had  to  its  original  name  - 
ofChpng'ftta  die  api^elladve  of 
eachoBe  of  thofe  dyxi^ftie$  a^d^ 


two,  together  with  the  number 
of  emperors  beloagiiiig  to  each 
£imily,  and  the  number  of  years 
they  reigned,  may  be  ^en  av 
pne  view  m  the  following  ts/bU  i 


Emperor! 

L 

Ym«. 

— 

'7 

— 

458 

— • 

28 

— 

644. 

■*-; 

35 



873 

•— i 

4 

■  — 

43 

— 

25 

— 

426. 

— 

2 

— 

44 

— 

15 

— 

»S5 

— 

8 

— . 

59       > 

— 

5  • 

— r. 

23 

.— 

4 

— * 

,55            .  ' 

— . 

^-5 

~. 

3» 

— 

3 

■— 

29 

.-« 

20 

— 

:i  . 

— 

2 

'— . 

— 

.4 

.^-^ 

«i 

— . 

2 

— . 

II 

— 

2 

•^ 

♦ 

— 

3 

— 

9 

»-. 

18 

T*. 

319. 

— 

9 

— ' 

8? 

^— 

17 

*-:- 

276 

^- 

^ 

— 

■  53 

cd  to  it,  whilft  the  govemmeoe. 

contimwsd 

in  it 

}  U.CftMi'-flM« 

hya^Chimg 

'oua'fiafig^ChtMg'qua'^ 

chaw,  &c. 

(9). 

(«)  KbV  Bj/J.  W.  XX.  fi,  135.^50. 


A4 


(9}  5<r  DuHaldi  in  S^ft/h^ 
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Tartars^  thdngh  they  naturally  hated  the  pompons  pride  of 

the  Chiitefey  arc  yet  fond  of  thofe  fwoUen  titles,  fince  they 

have  made  themfelves  mafters  of  that  noble  kingdom,  and 

become  lefs  and  lefs  avcrfe  to  the  foftnefs,  eafe,  and  luxury, 

China,      of  their  new  fubjefts.    As  to  the  name  of  China^  which  feme 

nuhencefi  derive  from  Cinay   or  Tyfn,  one  of  their  antient  monarchs^ 

»«w^'       and  others  from  their  filk,  which  is  called  Chin  ^ ;  it  \i  moft 

likely  the  Europeans  brought  it  firft  from  Perfta^  or  Indiax 

whither  that  commodity  was  firft  imported,  and  where  it  is 

called  6*m,  or  Tfm  *. 

What  imperfcft  notion  the  antients  had  of  this  vaft  em- 
pire, and  what  commerce  they  had  with  it,  we  have  elfc- 
When  fir fi  where  endeavoured  to  ftiew  ^.    The  firft  European  traveller 
Mfio^ere^  that  we  know  of,  who  vifited  it,  was  Fra*  Pauloy  a  Venetian, 
fy  t^e  Eu-  jjjQj.g  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Paulus  Venetus^ 
ropeans.    ^^  p^^^  ^j^^  Venetian,  about  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury.    But  his  fwoUen  account  of  the  great  cham,  or  empe- 
FDf  ;  of  his  capital,  which  he  calls  Cambalu ;  and  other  ex- 
traordinary particulars  which  he  related  of  that  country  ;  not 
only  led  Ws  readers  to  imagine,  that  he  there  defcribed  the 
empire  of  Tartary,  but  that  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  too 
exaggerated  to  deferve  any  credit,  or  a  better  charafter  thim 
that  of  a  fine  romance.    The  whole,  however,  was  after- 
wards fufficicntly  verified  by  the  difcQvery  of  Clma  'by  the 
Portuguefe ;  when  it  plainly  appeared,  that  it  was  this  noble 
empire  he  had  been  defcribing ;  and  that  Cambaluy  by  the 
particular  account  he  had  been  giving  of  it,  was  no  other 
than  the  Chinefe  metropolisi  nowcalled  Peeking  (F).     Since 
'  which 

*  Navaretta  Martini  Hift.  Sinic,  lib.  vi.  fub  init.     Vid. 
et  La  Martiniere,  &  a1.  Tap.  citat.    •  -^  See  the  English 

.   tranflationof  Du  Halde,  p.  i,  not,  (E).  *  Univ.  Hift* 

Siol,  XX.  p.  1 20,  &  fcq.  1  ^ 

(F)  It  is  now  generally  ac-^the  former,    in  order    to    be 
knowlcged,  that  Cathai  is  the ""  more  at  hand  to  fupprefs  the 

northern  part   of  China  ;    and  jnroads  which  the  ITar/tfri  were 

Camha/u,  the  capital  of  it^  (o  be  continually  making  upon  them 

the  fame  city  as  is  now  called  from  that  fide.  It  appears  more* 

Pe-kiftg  i  which  name,  figtiify-  over,  from  the  relation  jof  the 

ing  the  northern  court,  in  oppo-  MuJ^an  ambaffy  to  Cinnaf  Anne 

iition  to  iViffffl^'i/ff^,  whkh  is  the  1653,  **^  ^^^  Mufcovhei  4iU 

ibuth^rn  one,  was  doubtlefs  gi^  call  that  north^irn   part  of  it 

ven  it  when  the  Cbine/e  mon-  Cbatai;  or  Kathai,  and  its  mc- 

archs  were  obliged  to  remove  tropolis  Camhulu,  or,  according 

tliw  court  from  the  latter  to  to  fome  otbtrs,  GmbW^^  which 

'^         .,  names 
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whkh  time,  the  mam  they  have  become  acquamted  vdtH 
Cbinaf  the  better  they  have  been  fatisfied  of  the  iaithfubefs 
df  that  Venetian  traveller. 

AccoRDiNGtTy  when  the  Porfttgue/e  firA  difcovered  ihh  Tht  Chl« 
country  by  (ea,  above  200  years  ago»  they  were  fo  furpri&d  nefe/ur- 
«at  the  beauty  smd  opulence  of  it,  as  well  as  at  the  ingenuity /'X^^ 
and  politenels  of  its  inhabitants,  fo  far  beyond  what  they  had  ^^f*^  ^^ 
obferved  in  any  other  country  they  had  hitherto  met  with,  ^^  ^ 
they  fcarce  knew  whether  they  ought  to  believe  their  own'*   ^^ 
cfes :  and  indeed  tbey  had  fo  much  morecaufe  to  be  furprifed 
at  it,  as  they  found  them  a  people  that  lived  wholly  within 
themfelves,  and  who  confequendy  had  f  eceived  no  helps  or 
improvements  firom  any  other  nations:  neither  could  their  Ti&f Euro- 
iirft  accounts  of  them  meet  vdth  any  greater  credit  here  in  peans  m 
Eur^e,  than  thofe  of  Paulus  Venetus  had  done  before,  till  ^^>  ^ 
they  were  confirmed  by  a  cloud  of  other  eye-witneffes,  whom  ^^  ^^ 
either  curiofity,  ccMnmerce,  or  religion,  invited  into  this  new  Cmnefe. 
and  furprifing  world  j  efpecially  fince  the  year  1 580,  when  the 
pope  began,  to  fend,  and  hath  continued  pouring,  a  great 
number  .of  jefuits  and  other  priefts  into  it,  in  order  to.bring 
as  many  of  that  polite  nation  as  he  could  into  the  pale  of 
his  church.    Nor  were  the  relations  of  thefe  laft  fo  univer- 
My  credited  (efpecially  as  many  of  them  appeared  not  only 
exaggerated,  but  even  in  a  great  meafure  romantic,  at  leaft  ia 
whatever  related  to  religion,  or  their  numerous  converfions), 
till  we  had  them,  or  at  leaft  a  great  part  of  them,  further 
confirmed  by  perfons  of  other  nadons  and  religions,  and  leis 
liable  to  be  fufpe^ed.    So  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  no 
kfs  matter  of  wonder  to  the  Europeans^  than  to  the  Chinefe^  ' 

to  find  a  part  of  the  world,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  them,  fo 
.like  themfelves  in  learning  and  politenefs.;  while  all  the  vaft 
tracts  that  hty  between  them,  are  ftill  fo  far  inferior,  not  to 
fey  oppoiite  to  them,  in  both'  refpefts.  It  muft  be  owned, 
however,  that  the  Chinee  found  us  much  fuperior  to  them  in 
the  liberal  fdences;  witnefs  thofe  vaft  improvements  thej 
have  made  to  them  by  the  afiiftance  of  the  miifionaries,  and 
of  that  vaft  apparatus  of  inlhnments  which  have  been  fent  to 
them  from  France^  and  other  p^rts  :  but,  in  point  of  rlch- 
l»rfs,  opulence,  fundry  manufaftures,  handicrafts,  and,  to  fay 
nothing  <^  their  excdlent  agriculture  lately  mentioned,  and 

names  fignify  the  city  of  God  when  we  come  to  the  divifion  of 
(u)*  We  ihall  have  further  that  empire,  and  the  defcription 
oecafion  to  fpeak  of  them  both,    of  die  city  of  Peking. 

the 
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the  maay  excellent  ways  they  have  of  Yer^mng  and-biproKii^' 
even  their  moft  barren  lands,  it  will  be  hardly  denied  that. 
they  exceed  any  country  in  Europe ;  all  wUch  will  morefidlTt^ 
appear  in  the.fequel. 
Q^uj^^         The  Chinefe  empire  hath  been  loQg  fince  di^ded  inta- 
l,^^  Jl.    northern  and  fouthern ;  the  former  of  which,  commonly  known 
nuJgdi      among  the  Indians^  Perfians,  Ruffians^  &c.  ty  the  same  of: 
X^hataiy  or  KatM,  contained  fix  of  its  provinces  ;  and  the  latter 
diAinguIfhed  by  the  name  of  Mangi,  which  contains  the  pthi^^ 
nine.    Cambalu^  or,  as  it  hath  been  fince  called,  Pe-kmg,  was-. 
the  capital  of  the  one,  and  Nang-king  that  pf  the  other*.: 
We  have  already  given  the  name  and  fiituatton  of  thofe  pro**' 
0nJ  con^  vinces  which  compofe  this  vaft  territory ;  and  fliall  only  ob- 
fiellated,   ferve  here,  that,  as  they  divided  the  whole  hcarais  into  28 
conftellations,  fo  they  did  their  provinces ;  each  erf"  which 
latter  they  placed  under  one  of  the  former,  without  leaving 
any  of  them  for  the  reft  of  the  globe.     To  each  province' 
they  allowed  not  only  an  unreafonable  length  and  breadth  i 
but  likewife  dignified  them  with  fome  fwoUen  title,  anfwer- 
able  to  thofe  which  they  gaye  to  the  empire  in  general.    They^ 
have  indeed  been  taught  fince,  by  the  Eurapeans,  ^  better- 
fort  of  aftronomy  and  geography,  and  how  td  judjge  more 
^heir*       truly  of  the  reft  of  the  world ;  but  it  muft  be  owned,  that, 
great  ad*  till  then,  the  great  advantages  they  enjoyed  above  thofe  few^ 
^vantages  natipns  they  knew,  might  naturally  enough  infpire  them  withr 
over  other  ^hat  partial  value  and  opinion  they  had  oi  their  own. 
nations.         Their  country  is  fo  divided  by  art  and  nature  from 
the  reft  of  the  world,  as^^  if  defigned  to  have  been  ftill  cob** 
Ho^  de-   tained  within  its  own  limits  j  being  bounded;  as  was  lately 
fended,      hinted,    on  the  eaft  and  fouth,    by  the  ocean  ;    on    thil. 
weft,   by  defarts  and  inacceflible  mountains'; '  and,  ori  the 
north,  by  a  wall,  of.  fuch  length,  height,  and  ftrength,'  that? 
it  is  juftly  efteemed  the*  greateft  piece  of  art*  that  the  worid 
can  boaft  of :  fo  that  the  coafts  along  the  fea  being  defended 
cither  by  prodigious  high  rocks,  flielves,  ^ndfmall  ifiands,  of 
by  a  vaft  number  of  fea-ports  equally  ftrohg  and  commodious  5 
.    and  their  frpntiers  on  the  weft  and-  north  by  fortified  to^vns, 
caftles,  and  other  fortrefles,  and  larg^  garrifons  5  it  feems  as 
if  thf  C?^/«r/^  monarchs  had  had  no  other  view  than  t<?  fecuird 
themfelves  from  all  foreign  irivafion?,  without  anyd^fignof 
enlarging  their  dominions  beyond  thofe  limits.     Their  hiftory. 
4iath  however  flicwn  us,  that  they  were  miftaken  in  both  their 
reckoaings;  fince  they  have  not  only  been  more  than  once* 
conquered  by  the  Tartars^  under  whofe  dominion  they  now 

J  Vid.  not.  (F),  &•  auft.  iblci^tat. 
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are;  and  themfclves  have  atfo  been  obliged  to  extend  their 
coftquefts  into  fome  of  the  Tartarian  provinces,  in  order*  to 

i)revent  the  frequent  and  dreadful  incurfions  they  made  on  them 
rom  that  fide,  notwithftanding  their  ftrong  barrier ;  all  which 
fuffidently  fliews  the  fhortnefs  of  human  forecaft ;  fince  it 
iris  their  too  great  confidence  in  thefe,  and  fome  other  adva&« 
fages  we  ai-e  going  to  mention,  that  lulled  them  into  that 
ftate  of  luxury  and  indolence  which  made  them  fall  fo  cafy  a 
prey  into  the  hands  of  their  warlike  neighbours,  when  they 
the  leaft  thought  of  it,  or  were  kaft  able  to  make  head  ag^nft. 
the'ffl.  ,  / 

Another  advantage,  for  which  this  country* has  heeaVaftnum- 
famed  from  the  earlieft  times,  was,  the  -raft  number  of  ittherofin- 
inhabitants.     It  doth  not  indeed  appear  to  us  to  have  been  fo.  habitants^ 
foon  peopled  as  the  Chinefe  records  affirm  ;  much  lefs  to  have 
been  fo  immenfely  populous  fo  few  ages  after  the  flood  as  is 
there  pretended ;  the  contrary  of  which  we  have,  we-  thinks   . 
fully  proved  in  a  former  volume  *"  :  but,*  that  it  became  fo  in 
procefs  of  time,  there  is  not  the  leafjl  doubt  to  be  made^  if 
Ve  coniider  either  the  vafl  quantity  and  largenefs  of  theif 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  which,  in  ihoft  provinces,  arc  fo    ^ 
thick,  and  clofe  to  each  other,  that  the  whole  feems  but  one 
continued  town,  and  all  of  them  fwarming  with  inhabitants ; 
ei^ery  one  employed  m  fome  nianufafture,   trade,  or  fom« 
kind  of  trafEck  or  work  *  or  their  roads  from  place  to  place, 
Which  are  crouded  with  paffengers  night  and  day,  with  coaches, 
carriages,  waggons,  and  fometimes  with  whole  daravans,  aljl 
of  them  employed  in  carrying  on  fome  ufeful  commerce,  .and 
in  conveying  all  forts  of  merchandizes,  provifions,  and  other 
wares,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other ;   or  the 
vafl  flanding  armies  that  are  kept  in  conftant  pay,  and  the  nu- 
merous garrifons  they  are  forced  to  maintain  on  their  fron^r 
tiers  and  fea-*ports ;  or,  laflly,  from  the  regiflers  that  are  regu* 
larly  kept  both^of  theb  forces,  and  of  the  refl  of  the  na^ 
don.  "^  ^  ^ 

According^  to  thefe,  we  arc  told  by  fome  authors,  that  Arstyi 
tije  number  of  families,  exclufiveof  foldiers,  and  thofe  that 
pay  no  taxes  to  rfie  government,  amoumed  to  11,502,872; 
nut,  including  the*  army,  the  whole  number  of  males  was  . 
computed  to  amount  to  59,788,364 :  the  army,  then,  con- 
fifted  of  902,054  men,  who  guarded  the  frontieis,  arid 
989,167  horfes,  always  ready  for  atixiliary  forces,   htfxiss  H&rfe,&^ 

.  *  See  tJnivcrlal  Hiftory,  vol.  xx.  p.  a  10,  k  fcq.  k  ztz^  k 

767,970 


J 
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7(57,970  men  kept  in  their  garrifons  ^  (G),  To  thefc  Nitw- 
hff^  quoted  in  the  laft  note,  adds  564,200  horfes  more, 
maintained  by  the  emperor,  to  fupply  his  troops,  or  to  fcrve 
for  pofts  and  meflengers  on  public  and  extraordinary  occa- 
fions.  For  thefe,  as  well  as  for  the  accommodation  oi  the 
mandarins,  and  other  officers  of  the  court,  that  are  fent  to 
•different  ps^rts  of  the  empire,  there  are  reckoned  1145  innS| 
or  places  of  entertainment :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  to  fpeat 
in  theftyle  of  one  of  their  natives  (H),  the  Chinefe  empire  is 
fo  immen/efy  fopulouSy  that  its  inhabitants  are  ndt  to  be  com- 
puted by  thovfands^  but  by  millions ;  and,  if  we  may  believe 
the  accounts  of  fome  of  die  Jefuit  miffionaries,  fome  of  thdr 
capital  cities  contain  ^ttle  lefs  than  two  millions  of  inhabit- 
ants o. 
larm  '^"^  ^^y  '^^^'^'^^  ^f  barges,  and  thofe very  capacious  ones, 

that/ufply  appointed  by  the  gosremment  for  the  conveyance  of  provi- 
Pc-king.  fions,  filks,  rice,  and  other  neceflaries,  from  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces to  the  metropolis  of  Pe^king^  amount  to  9999 ;  which 
number  is  fhiftly  kept  up,  not  fo  much  out  of  a  fuperftitious 
fondnefs  for  that  number,  if  we  may  believe  thofe  writers, 
ftf  becaufe  it  carries  a,  much  greater  found,  than  if,  by  the 
addition  of  one  more,  they  were  to  make  it  a  complete  io,ooo. 
Thus  much  may  fuffice  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  popu- 
iTafl  imm-  loufnefs  of  this  vaft  empire :  we  might  indeed  add  to  it  the  many 
bersHinng  myriads  of  families  which  live  almoft  continually  on  the  water 
^thewa'^otig  the  coafts,  on  the  rivers  and  canals;  and  carry  on  a 
'^*  confiderable  traffick  on  their  large  flat-bottom  boats,  or,  as 

they  call  them,  floating  villages ;  and  are  reforted  to  from 
thofe  that  live  at  land  in  fuch  vafl  crbuds,  that  they  appear  like 

*  Magaii.lav,  LeCompte,  LaMartiniere,  &  al.    *Na<» 
VARETTA,  DxoN-Koo,G£M£L,  Martin.  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

(G)  This  prodigious  account  nefe  convert,  who  had  been  em- 
is  in  a  great  meafure  confirmed  ployed  by  fome  of  the  court 
by  Ninvhoffj  who  attended  the  mandarins  to  write  an  accurate 
,  Dutch  ambafTy  into  China  ;  and  fiirvey  of  the  then  ftate  of  Chi- 
who  tells  us,  that,  at  that  dme,  na.  His  account  was  fince 
the  regifters  made  the  nam-  brought  into  £jiro^  by  his  ex- 
ber  of  families  to  amount  to  cellence  Mr.  Izirands  ldts%  who 
1 0^090,792;  and  that  of  the  was  fent  ambafFador  from  the 
fighting  men  to  55,416,476,  in-  late  czar,  ?eUr  the  Greau  to  the 
eluding  horfe  and  foot,  garri*  court  of  China,  Anno  1694,  and 
fons,  &r«  is  highly  recommended  by  him 

(H)  The  writer  here  meant  (u), 
was  called  Dionjjiuf  Kao,  a  Chi* 

(12)  Rvj:  alHhaf  p,  115,  er^f.  Uni,  tdit.  i^to,  1706. 

4  fo 
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fo  many  fairs  kept  on  that  element :  but  thefe  wc  fhall  find  a 
more  proper  occalidh  to  fpeaK  of  jn  the  fequel. 

We  lately  hinted,  that  this  country  doth  fo  abound  with  Numitrp/ 
cities,  that  a  man  is  fcarcely  got  out  of  one,  but  he  enters  their  cities 
into  the  fuburbs  of  another.     We  (hall  defer,  however,  the  and/ort" 
further  defcription  of  them,    till  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  njis* 
fcveial  provinces  they  belong  to :  in  the  mean  timie,  as  wc 
are  now  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  ftrength  and  popalpufn^ 
of  this  vaft  empire,  it  will  not  be  amils  to  give  our  fetders 
the  fum  of  them  at  one  view,  and  according  to  their  i^ank  : 
together  with  their  other  fortrefles  and  ftrong-holds,  a^  they 
are  fcattered  through  the  whole ;  fome  within  the  heart  of  the 
provinces,  to  guard  the  roads ;  others  on  the  mountainous 
parts,  to  fupprefs  the  robbers  and  freebooters  5  and  a  third 
fort  to  guard  the  frontiers  on  the  weft  and  north  fide,  cfpe- 
cially  on  the  latter,  againft  the  Tartars.     The  number  of  TtiirJi/^ 
them,  as  it  was  taken  by  father  Magaillan^  out  of  a  CUnefef^^^ 
book,  <x>mpiled  by  an  expert  mandarin  for  the  ufe  erf"  the  go-  f '»•«-. 
vcrnment,  is  as  follows :  Walled  towns,4402  ;  and  thefe  arc 
divided  into  two  orders,  viz.  civil  and  military,  erf"  which 
2045  belong  to  the  former,  and  2357  to  the  latter.    The  ' 
civil  arc  ag^in  divided  into  three  different  ranks,  ftifcd  by  the        • 
Chinefe  Fu  (or,  as  they  pronounce  that  word,  Foo)^  Chew^  )and 
Hyeni  of  which,  175  are  reckoned jOf  the  firft  rank,  ftyled 
Fu;  270  of  the  fecond,  or  Chew  ;  and  160  of  the  third  or* 
der,  or  Hyen. 

The  military  ones  are  diftinguifhed  into  feven  different  MiUiary 
ranks  ;  of  which,  629  are  reckoned  of  the  firft,  560  dt  the  ones* 
fecond,  311  of  the  third,  300  of  the  fourth,  150  of  th^ 
£fth,  100  of  the  fixth,  and  300  of  the  feventh.  Father 
he  Camptexdl^  us,  that  1 000  of  thefe  only  are  reckoned  df 
the  firfi  rank ;  and  that  their  ftrength  rather  confifts  in  their 
fituation,  and  numerous  garrifons,  than  in  the  ftoutnefs  of 
their  outworks  ^  (I).   Some  of  thofe* military  cities  are  aifigned 

to 

P  Lk  Com? TS,  ubi  fupra,  letter  3.  ^  ^ 

(I)  It  may  not  be' amirs  to  239  of  the  fecond,  and  1 149  of 
obferve  here,  that  Kao  the  Cbi^  the  third.  Other  authors  dif- 
ne/Cf  mentioned  in  the  laib  note,  fer  Q\\\  more  from  him,  and 
doth  differ  from  our  mandarin  from  each  other;  which  (hews 
in  the  number  of  thefe  cities,  either  that  they  took  their  ac* 
and  makes  the  whole  number  of  count  from  different  furvey^  or 
them  to  amount  to  but  1 700 ;  .perhaps  from  report,  or  that 
and  Navaretfa  only  to  1536,  there  nay  have  happened  fome 
that  lit  14^  ^f  ^he  iirft  rank,  <  changes  in  the  raaks  of  thofe 

cities. 
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to  tbc  foWiery ;  together  with  a  quantity  of  laud  in  thdr 
Cstfi/es,     neighbourhood,  for  thdr  maintenance.     As' to  the  caffleson 
. '     the  coftftfi,  which  are  computed  at  439,  feveral  of  them  are  ^ 
vaj  large,  aad  come  little  fliort  of  waUed  cities  for,  the  num- 
ber of  their  inhabitants ;  and  all  of  them  ftrong  by  nature 
Totvm,      and  art,  and  defended  by  good  garrifons :    befides  "wfeich, 
See.  they  rccfcoo  no  leis  th^  29:^0  towns,  or  boroughs,  along  th$ 

&a-coafls,  moft  of  tliem  equal  in  bignefs  to  walled  towns. 
The  isis^d  towns  and  villages,  we  are  told,  are  almoft  num- 
berleft,  and  every-where  crouded  with  inhabitants.    From 
all  thefe  the  emperors  receive  an  immei^fe  income,  as  wfll  be 
feenia  the  fcquel  5  there  being  but  thirty-two  that  are  wholly 
exempt  from  taxes  ;  and  thefe,  being  governed  by  their  own 
lords,  or  petty  kings,  are  however  obliged  to  pay  a  kind  of 
homage,  or  perhaps  fame. fmall  tribute,  to  the  court',  - 
Stgnaimsl'      To  this  vaft  number  of  theu:  cities  and  fortrefles, .  and  die 
^aktat^   immenfe  one  of  its  inhabitants,  if  we  add  their  prodigious 
cftheC^i"  wealthy  brought  in  by  fuch  a  vaft  quantity  of  hands  coatinu- 
t  ^^^'  ally  employed  either  m  a  foreign  or  domeftic  commerce,  in  a 
^^y*        great  variety  of  rich  and  curious  manufaftures,  and  ingenious 

*  handicraft  trades ;  in  the  cultivating  of  the  moft  fertile,  or 
improvemeot  of  the  moft  barren,  lands ;  in  digging  up  of 

.    gold,  filver,  copper,  and  other  metals  and  minerals,  from  the 

•  bowds  of  their  many  rich  mines,  befides  a  great  variety  df. . 
diamotwjs,  and  other  precious  ftonfes  ;  if  to  thefe  we  add  the  : 
excellent  fituation  of  it  for  commerce,  the  riehnefs-  and  vaft 
extent,  of  it  abroad,  the  many  navigable  rivers  and  number* 
Jcfe  caoals  for  carrying  it  on  at  home  ;  the  infinite -varfety  of 
their  cai:riages  both  by  land  and  water ;  the  healthinds  and  fc«- 
rcnity  of  ilieir  climate,  and  induftryof  the  inhabitants,  the  en* 
conragement  given  to  .it  as  well  as  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  bj . 
its  politic  government,  and  the  happy  genijis  of  the  nation  for  . 
promoting  and  improving  every  kind  and  branch  of  them  ; 
or,   laftly,  the  vaft  power  and  riches  of  the  fovereign,  ttc  : 
excellence  of  their  laws  and  government,  and  the  remarkaUe 
fondnefs  of  the  people  for  that  as  well  as  for  antieat  laws, 
ciiftoms,  religion,  iyc. ;  it  will  no  longer  appear  fjirprifing, 

^  Lb  Compte,  ubi  fup.  &  p.  2.  lett.  z.    Magaillai^,  Kao^ 
-&al. 

citieij.    We  have  followed  that  «ewer  accounts  publifted  by  Vm 

-  of   the  mandarin,  above  mea-  HaUe ;  as  will  further  appear>  ' 

tioned,  on  the  authority  of  Fa-  .when  we  come  to  give  the  n,um- 

ther  Magutllan^    as  being  the  ber  of  them  belonging  to  each  ' 

moft  likely  to  be  authejQtic,  and  diilin6t  province. 


'  being  the  mod  agreeable  to  the 
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thut  an  elaptre,  v^hich  enjoyed  fuch  a  vail  nitthber  of  advati- 
tages,  ikould  have  mamtained  itfdf  infuch  a  height  of  wealth 
and  fplendor  during  fiich  a  long  feries  of  ages.    The  wonder  ~ 
willnatber  bcj  how  they  came,  after  fo  longhand  glorious  a 
continuance,  to  degenerate  fo  far  from  their  valour  and  poli- 
tics, zs  to  fuffer  their  whole  country  to  be  over-run  and  con- 
quered, and  their  monarchy  overturned,   in  almoft  as.  few    . 
years  fes*  it  had  ftood  thowands.     But,  before  we  come  to  " 
.tpsiBk  of  that  ftrange  event,  and  the  changes  it  hath  wrought    * 
in  that  vaftismpire,  it  wUIbeneceflarjr,  according  to  our  ufual 
method,  to  give  a  genecal  defcriptioa  of  the  country,  and  g§ 
trery  tbiog  that  is  mo0  remarkable  in  it. 

S  E  C  T.    II. 

A  topographical  Defeription  of  fb^' Fifteen  Prowncef 
iff  China. 

THE  iituation,  limits,  detent,  and  divifion,  of  the  Chhufe  Fifteen 
empire,  hatlx  been  (hewn  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  provinces 
fcfltion;  where  we  mentioned  its  being  divided  into  SitcevL  defiribed^ 
^provinces,  viz.  fix  ftylcsd  northern,  and  nine  fouthem  (exciu- 
,  £w  of  that  of  Lynu'tongy  which,  being  fitugte  without  the 
.  wall,  will  be  fpoken  ot  ia  a  more  proper  place^ ;  the  other 
'fifteen  are  reckoned  in  die  following  onier : 

I.  The  province  of  Pe-cheli,  alias  JUpafu,  but  moR  cam-  iShefrf^ 
monly  called,  from,  its  :gt5cat  metropolis,  Pe-kingy  which  is  'vfnce  of 
now  the  feat  of  the  empire,  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Pe-chelw 
jdlow-fca ;  on  theiipiob,  .by  ,the  great  wall  which  divides  it 
from  eafterh  Tartary  ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  j^rovince  of  Shan'-fi ; 
and,  on  the  fouth,  by  thofe  of  Shang^tong  and  Ho-nan,  It 
b  now  the  firfl  and  chief  of  die  whole  empire  j  and  extendi 
irielf,  ^na  land  of  triangular  form,  from  the  36th  to  the  ' 
41ft  degree  of  latitude,  and  from  the  1 13th  to  the  1 19th  of 
'caft  longitude.     It  is  divided  into  nine  diftri<5ls,  each  of  which 
is  under  its  capital  city,  ftyled  by  the  Chinefe  /V/,  or  city  of; 
the  firft  rank  y  from  which  a  number  of  other  cities  depend  (A), 

viz. 

(A)  It  will  be  necfedaiy  here    i^amed  C^^/^and  Hyettj  becattfe 

-to  obferve,   once  for  all,  that    each  of  them  depend  on  their 

«v«y  •province  in  the  Cbintfe    rcfpe6l:ivc  F«,  ai  hete  onr  bail/. 

.  «npire  is  divided  into  a  num-    wrcks,  or  inferior  courts,  do  oa 

ber  of  diflrifts  01:  jarifdi£tioDS, .  the  fuperior-  one*.    The  preii- 

calki  by  the  Chinefe  Fu,  or  city     dent  of  the  fupreme  court  is 

..•of  the  firft  rank.    On  thefe  de-   -ftyled  Chtfu,  or  governor  of  a 

fend  a  leil^r  fort  of  diilrl^,    city  of  the  firft  rank,  the  next  in 

ord«r 


.  tfiz.  ao  ci  the  fecond  rank,  or  Chew ;  and  X20  of  the  diird» 
or  ffyen;  befides  a  great  many  large  townfi,  and  villages 
without  number*. 
^h  cU'         This  province,  though  the  moft  northern  next  to  that  of 
mate^  foil^  Lyau-tong^  in  the  whole  empire,  is  bleflcd  with  a  very  clear 
and  pro-     air  ;  and,  tho'  exceflive  cold  in  winter,  enjoys  a  very  fercde 
^^^         Iky,,  which  is  feld<Hn  overcaft  with  any  clouds,  even  durii^ 
^at  hard  feafon.    The  rains  are  not  very  frequent ;  but  thit 
defeft  is  amply  compenfated  by  the  fruitfol  dews.    Thecoun* 
try  affords  but  little  rice ;  but  abounds  with  other  ^grains, 
pulfe,  and  variety  of  cattle.    The  inhabitants  are  ftout  and 
warlike;  but  are  more  unpolKhed  and  ignorant  than  in  tbe 
fouthern  provinces.    The  rivers  are  often  frozen,  more  or 
lefs,  here,  from  November  to  March ;  and  yet  the  weather  is 
nothing  fo  piercing  as  it  Is  in  Europe^  under  the  fame  (li- 
mate. 
Judties.       This  province  reckons  about  140  cities,  amongft  whidi 
thofe  ftyled  F4,  or  of  the  firft  rank,  are,  Pe-king^  al  Shm-i 
iyen^fuy  the  metropolis  of  the  whole,  under  which  are  twenty- 
fix  diftrifts,  or  cities  of  the  fecond  and  third  rank ;  viz.  fe 
of  the  former,  ^d  twenty  of  the  latter  ;'Whofe  >names  vc 
fliall  not  trouble  our  readers  with,  much  kfs  with  their  d^ 
General    ffcription,  which  would  fwell  beyond  our  bounds.     It  "^Irill  be 
^^  ^    fufficient  to  add  here,  to  what  we  have  faid  of  their  largp* 
"""^         nefs,  bpulence,  and  populoufnefs,  that  they  are  for  the  moft 
part  built  of  a  fquare  ot  oblong-fquare  form,  as  much  as  the 
ground  would  permit.    Their  walls  are  Ugh,  thick,  and 

*  Le Compte«  ubi  fup.  letter  3.    Du  Halds,  p.  65,  iib\* 
&  al.  fup.  citat. 

order  Cbi-ehew^  and  the  laft  Chi  fmall  extent,  there  being  mafljf  I 

Hyen,    Hence  in  every  Fu  there  of  them  of  60,  70,  or  even  ^o« ! 

is  always  a  J^^ur^tf,  or  manda*  leagues  in  circuit,  and  i^idlj 

rin  with  the  title  of  Chi-fu,  and  pay  feveral  millions  into  theem-i 

at  leaft  another  with  that  of  C^  peror*s  trcafury  (i).     Neitber| 

Hyen,    But  in  the  gfreat  cities  miift  it  be  imagined,  that  tho(^ 

of  all,  whofe  territories  are  fo  other  towns,  which  are  exdodedi 

large  as  to  be  divided  into  two  from  any  rank,  are  inconfider*! 

inferior  diftrifls,  each  of  thefe.  able  ones,  there  being  many  o^ 

have  their  particular  Chi-Hyek,  them  as  large  as  cities ;  thereto 

When  mention  is  made  here  fon  of  their  being  denied  tbi^ 

of  a  Hyen^  or  city  of  the  third  title,  is,  becaufe  they  are  encom^ 

rank,  the  reader  moft  not  i'up-  paflTed ,  with  neither  walls  nof 

pofe  it  to  mean  a  diflrid  of  a  ditches,  as  the  cities  are  (2). 

(i)  See  Du  Haldc  in  tfighjh',  f.  z,        (z)  Id,  f,  €7.    yid,  et  Le  Comfit^ 

ftrofl& 


tbim» 
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ftrong,  adorned  with  lofty  towers.  The  gates  are  fpacious, 
deep,  and  ilately  ;  and  the  great  ftrcets  ftrait  and  broad,  and 
interfered  with  others  >vhidx  crofs  them  at  right  angles,  and  ^ 
both  fides  filled  with'  houfes.  The  fquares,  or  piazzas,  are 
wide,  and  adorned  with  noble  ftruftures  j  and  fome  of  them, 
as  well  as  fome  of  their  ftreets,  with  triumphal  arches,  and 
oth«r  decorations,  particularly  with  ftately  towers,  fome  round, 
others  oftogonal,  from  fix  to  nine  ftories  high,  embellifhed 
with  galleries,  carvings,  gilding,  and  variety  of  other  orna- 
ments (B). 

The  city-walls  are  moftly  high  and  ftrong,  and  encom- 
paflled  with  broad  ditches,  fome  dry,  and  others  filled  with 
water.     As  for  their  edifices,  efpecially  their  public  buildings, 
flich  as  their  temples,  palaces,  monafteries,  ifc.  they  are  more 
remarkable  for  their  vaft  extent,  than  for  their  magnificence. 
Their  private  houfes  are  likewife  large,  but  low,  few  of  them 
exceeding  one  ftory  in  height,  and  without  any  windows  to- 
wards the  ftreet.     The  (hops  are  delightfully  fct  out  with  all  Shops fini^^ 
their  rich  merchandizes,  fuch  as  china-ware,  filks,  japan  cabinets,  ly  fit  out. 
fcreens,  and  other  fuch  goods,  with  great  vai  iety  of  gold  and 
filver  work,  jewels,  and  all  other  commodities  both  domeftic 
and  foreign.     Before  each  door  ftands  a  pedeflal,  to  which  is 
faftened  a  board,  from  20  to  22  feet  high,  on  which  is  either 
carved,  painted,  or  [gilt,  the  fhopkeeper's  name,  his  fign,  and 
fome  of  his  principal  wares,  with  thefe  words  at  the  foot, 
P^'hu,  m  large  charafters,  that  is^  he  will  not  cheat  you* 
This  double  row  of  pilafters,  fet  up  at  equal  diftances,  yields 
likewife  a  very  agreeable  profpeft  **.     The  misfortune  is,  that  Streets 
thofe  ftreets  that  are  not  paved  (and  few  of  them  are  fo  in  dufty  and 
China)  prove  fo  dufty  in  dry  and  windy  weather,  that  it  is  ^^*y* 
not  only  very  offenfive  to  the^vaft  crouds  that  continually 
throng  them,  but  hurtful  likewife  to  the  fine  merchandizes 

*  Le  Compte,  ubi  fup.  letter  3.     Dir  Halde,  ubifup.  p.  64. 

(B)  We  Ihall,  for  the  fatif-  the  reft  ;    as  they,    generally 

fa^ion  of  our  readers,   find  a  fpeaking,  obferve  pretty  much 

proper  place  for  giving  them  a  the    fame    fymmetry  in  their 

(ketch  of  one  or  two  of  the  mod  form,  buildings,  i^c.  That  of 

carious  of  them,    by  way   of  ?e  kingy  efpecially,  which  is  the 

fample,  when  we  come  to  fpeak  metropolis  of  this  province,  and 

of  their  artificial  rarities ;    as  the  prefeat  feat  of  the  empire, 

likewife  for  defcribing  fome  few  deferving  a  more  particular  no- 

of  their  moft  confiderablc  cities,  tice,  will  be  defcribed  at  thp 

public   ftru^lures,  ^r.    in  the  clofe  of  this  article,   and  the 

courfe  of  this  fedion,  fo  as  to  others  in  their  courfe. 
give  them  a  fufficient  idea  of 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  VIU,     ^  B  that 


J 
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'  that  are  expofed ;  infomuGh  that  they  arc  obliged  to  cover 
thein  with  fome  fort  of  cloths,  to  prevent  their  being  fpoiled. 
Thefe  clouds  of  duft,  which  are  ftill  increafed  by  multitudes 
of  horfes,  chaifes,  carts,  waggons,  and  other  carriages,  not 
only  flick  upon  their  filken  clothes,  and  fpoil  the  fine  luftrc 
of  them,  efpecially  thofe  made  of  fattin,  which   they  com- 
monly oil,  to  give  it  a  better  glofs ;  but  penetrate  even  into 
.  their  very  houfes  and  clofets,  chough  they  have  no  window's 
towards  the  ftreets  :  fo  that,  take  what  care  they  will,-  their 
furniture  is  quite  covered,  and  the  people  almott  choaked, 
with  it.    ^They  do  indeed  endeavour  to  prevent  it  as  much 
as  poffible  by  frequent  watering  of  the  Ilreets  ;  but  they  are 
either  foon  dried  up  again,  or  elfe  become  dirty  and  miry. 
In  rainy  weather  they  are  fl:i.ll  more  incommodious  on  that  ac- 
count ;  fo  thatj  winter  or  fummer,  they  are  very  troublefome, 
and  even  unhealthy,  to  walk  in.     This  great  inconvenience  is 
not  confined  to  their  inferior  cities,  but  runs  thro'  all  their 
*>moft  confiderable  ones,  and  even  to  the  very  capital  itfelf  *^y, 
as  the  reader  may  fee  by  the  defcription  we  aie  going  to  give 
of  it; 
Ciiies  of        The  cities  of  the  firft  rank  in  this  province  are,  i.  Shun- 
the  firft     tien-fuy  fince  called  Pe-king-y  2.  F au-ting-f^i  \  3.  Ho-kyen- 
tanL         fu%    .\.  Ching'ting'fu\    $.  Shun-te-fu -^    6.  ^ang-ping-fu) 

7.  Tay-ming-fu'y  8.  Tung-ping-fu ;  9.  Siven-wha-fu. 
i.Pe-king      ^-  SHUN'TYEN'FU,  fince  ftyled  Peking,  or  the  north-" 
defcribed»    ^''^  court,  on  account  of  its  being  become  the  imperial  refi- 
dence,  and  metropolis  of  the  whole  empire,  is  pleafantly  fitu- 
ate  on  a  large  and  fertile  plain,  under  the  40th  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  1 1 70  30'  of  eafl:  longitude,  about  twenty 
miles  fouth  from  the  great  wall.     It  was  formerly  of  a  fquare 
figure,  and  about  four  leagues  in  compafs :  but,  fince  the 
conqaeft  of  the  empire  by  the  Tartars,  the  Chinefe  being  ex- 
cluded out  of  it,  and  permitted  to'  build  a  new  one  adjoining 
to  it,  it  is  now  of  an  oblong  fquare  form,  and  about  fix 
leagues  of  3600  paces  in  circuit ;  or  rather  is  become  two 
OU  and     cities,  the  old  one  of  which  is  called  the  Tartar,  and  the 
«^w  city,   other  the  Chinefe,  town ;  and  this  laft,  though  the  leajft,  is 
reckoned  the  moft  populous  (C). 

The 

«  Le  Compte,  ubi  fup.   La  Martiniere,  ^  al. 

(C)  Father  Le  Ccmpte,   who     as  the  houfes  are  but  one  f!ory 
meafured  it  by  the  emperor's    high,  the  ilreets  very  wide^  and 
order,  reckons   it  to  be  about    the  imperial  palace  in  it,  toge- 
four  times  as  big  z^ Paris:  but,    ther  with  its  parks,  gardens,  ca- 
nals. 
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The  walls  bf  both  cities  are  ftately  and  ftrong,  being  The  d^ 
computed  by  fome  40,  by  others  50,  cubits  high,  which  w^//^ 
quite  obftruft  the  fight  of  their  fineft  and  ftatclieft  edifices, 
and  are  thick  enough  for  feveral  men  on  horfeback  to  ride 
abreaft  upon'  them :  they  are  moreover  flanked  with  ftately 
towers,  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fhot  from  each  other,  and 
all  kept  in  good  repair  ;  a  horfeman  may  afcend  thole  of  the 
new  city  by  means  of  a  ramp,  or  flow  afcent ;  and  in  feveral 
places  there  are  houfes  built  to  ferve  for  a  corps  de  garde  ; 
and  fome  of  the  lowers  are  capacious  enough  to  lodge  a  corps 
dereferve. 

The  gates  are  nine  in  number ;  three  on  the  fouth  front,  Stately 
and  two  on  the  other  three  fides.  Their  ftrufture  is  altogether^a/fx. 
magnificent,  ^  and  beyond  any  thing  we  fee  in  Europe  (if  we 
except  the  architefture).  They  are  of  a  furprifing  height; 
and  inclofe  a  fpacious  court  within  four  ftout  walls ;  over 
two  of  which,  viz^  on  the  city  and  country  fide,  are  built 
ilately  lodgings,  or  rather  caftles,  which  yidd  a  very  noble 
profpeft,  being  about  eight  or  nine  ftofies  high,  each  ftory 
being  perforated  with  windows  and  loopholes.  The  loweft 
ftory  is  a  large  hall  for  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  ure 
either  upon  duty,  or  going  to  be  relieved  ;  and  before  fome 
of  thofe  gates,  in  the  city  of  Ching'ting-fA^  is  feen  a  fpacious 
area,  or  parade,  about  360  feet,.enfompafled  by  a  femicir- 
cular  wail  of  the  fame  height  with  thofe  of  the  city. 

The  ftreets  are  fpacious  and  beautiful  to  a  great  degree,  be-  Noble 
ing  all  laid  out  with  the  line,  and  moft  of  them  at  leaft  a  league  ftreets ;  ■ 
in  length,  and  about  1 20  feet  wide,  with  fliops  for  the  moft  part 
on  both  fides  ;•  but  the  houfes,  which  are  but  one  ftory  high, 
bear  no  proportion  with  the  largenefs  of  the  ftreets  :  however,  thronged 
they  are  very  fpacious  within,  and  fo  crouded  with  inhabitants,  'v>ithpe$», 
that  it  is  furprifing  to  fee  what  a  number  of  families  they  t^'\ 
hold.    This  makes  the  city  to  be  fo  thronged  with  people, 

nals,  6fr.  take  up  a  vafl  extent  whole,  that  each  of  thofe  capi- 

of  its  ground,  he  doth  not  take  it  tals  contain  about  two  millions 

tolodgc  a  much  greater  qi^an-  of  people  {3)  >  which,  if  true 

tity  of  inhabitants    than   that  of  Pe-iing,  is  near  double  the 

French  c2Lpital ;  though  he  owns,  number  at  leaft  of  what  will  be 

at  the  fame  time,  that  the  inha-  found  either  in  Pan's,  or  even 

hitants  of  Pe-king  hardly  take  in  London^  which  is  alk)wed  the 

np  half  the  room  in  their  lodg-  bigger,  and  more  populous,  of 

ings  that  the  Parifians  do  :  he  the  two  (4). 
computes,  however,   upon  the 

(l)  Li  Cpmpte,  uh/'fup,  (^)  See  MaithndU  and  other  Survep  •/ 

UndM» 
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as  well 'as  horfes,  mules,  camels,  aflcs,  carts,  waggons,  6c. 
that  many  of  our  great  cities  in  Europe  are  faid  to  look  like 
^foUtudes,  in  comparifon  with  them  :  infomuch  that  people  of 
quality  are  forced  to  have  men  on  horfeback  to  dear  the  way 
before  them ;  and  the  very  tradefmen  chufe  to  ride  in  their 
chaifes,  not  only  to  break  through  the  crouds,  but  liUcwife  to 
avoid  the  duft  and  dhrt  of  the  ftreet  (D).     What  is  more  fur- 

prifing, 


(P)  We  lately  took  notice, 
that  moft  cities  in  China,  for 
want  of  being  paved,  labour 
alternately  under  thefe  two  in- 
convehiencies :  which  is  not  a 

-  little  furprifing  in  a  country 
feemingly  fo  well  regulated  in 
every  thing  elfe,  and  much  more 
fo  to  fee  fo  noble  a  metropolis  as 
this  is  more  plagued  with  them 
than  any  other ;  at  lead  this 
was  the  conditioft^in  which  Fa- 
ther Le  Compte  found  it  when  he 
was  there  (5).  However,  v/e 
are  informed  that  it  hath  been 
redtihed  fmce  (  6  ) ;  and  that 
not  only  everj  citizen  is  obliged 
.  to  fweep  before  his  door,  but 
that  the  very  foldiers  are  em- 
ployed to  keep  the  new  city 
clean,  even  when  the  emperor 
is  abfent;  fo  that  it  is  chiefly 

.  the  old  city,  which,  by  reafon  of 
the  narrow  nefs  qf  its  ftreets,  is 
more  regledled,  and  left  to  lie 
in  mud  and  dirt. 

As  to  the  city  in  general,  there 
may  indeed  be  many  caufes  af- 
-ligned  fcr  its  being  more  croud- 
ed  and  thronged  than  any  of  the"^ 
reft,  befides  the  vaft  number  of 
its  inhabitants. 

For,  I.  Great  multitudes  of 
people  daily  refort  thither  from 
all  the  adjacent  parts  for  many 
miles  round,  who  bring  all  man- 

'     ner  of  provifions  to  its  market. 
2.  As  no  river  comes  up  to 
the  city,  all  kinds  of  merchan- 

C5  J  See  Le  Comfte"^  third  Utter. 


dizcs,  and  all  manner  of  other 
neceiiaries,  that  are  pouring  in- 
to it  from  morning  itp  night, 
muft  come  thither  by  land  car- 
riage, which^  fills  their  ftreets 
with  continual  droves  of  carts, 
waggons,  and  beafts  of  burden ; 
infomuch  that,  at  the  opening  of 
the  city  gates  in  the  morning, 
they  arefo  thronged  withtheni, 
that  many  of  them,  mn^  wait 
fome  hours  before  they  can  get 
in. 

3.  The  great  concourfc  of, 
quality  that  flock  tQ  the  court, 
and  the  great  retinue  that  at- 
tends them,  the  mandarins,  and 
other  officers,  in  their  formali- 
ties, the  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  other  perfonsof  diftin€iiot), 
who  are  ahvays  efcorted  widia 
numerous  train  of  horfemen  aod 
fervants,  do  all  contribute  more 
or  lefs  to  fill  up  the  ftreets,  fo  a» 
to  make  the  city  appear  more 
full  of  iiihabitants  than  it  really 
is. 

To  all  thefe  we  may  add  the 
yaft  numbers  <jf  carmen,  porters, 
chairmen,  and  other  people,  that 
ply  the  ftreets;  and  a  much 
greater  of  handicraftfmen,  fuch 
as  taylors,  fmiths,  brafiers,  car- 
penters, &c.  who  are  obliged  to 
go  about  in  queft  of  bufinefs  i 
for,  as  few  of  them  work  at  homCf 
but*^  at  their  cuftomers  houfes, 
great  crouds  of  them  muft  ^ 
fuppoled  to  turn  out  daily  in 


(^J  Set  Dm  Halde,  ^.  67. 


fuch 
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prifing,  IS,  that,  among  thofe  vaft  throngs  of  men,  there  is         -    ^ 
not  a  woman  to  be  fcen.     The  ftrects,  as  evcry-where  elfey  Their 
have  all  their  proper  names,  and  the  great  ones  of  all  fome  names. 
pompons  one ;  fuch  as,  the  ftreet  of  the  king's  relations,  of 
the  white  tower,  and  the  nobleft  of  all  is  ftylcd  the  ftreet  of 
eternal  reft,  • 

This  laft,  which  rnns  from  eaft  to  weft,  is  tecroinnited  at  Form. 
the  north  end  with  the  walls  of  the  imperial  palace;  and,  oH 
the  oppofite  iide  with  the  city  tribunals,  and  the  palaces  of  men 
of  qnality.  Its  fcreadth  is  computed  about  flxty  yards,  and 
its  length  above  a  league  and  a  quarter  ;  and  is  adorned  on 
each  fide  with  the  fineft  edifices.  All  the  great  ftreets,  which  Guard. 
run  in  a  ftrait  line  parallel  with  the  waUs  from  gate  to  gate, 
have  their  corps  de  garde  ;  where  the  foldiers,  with  fwords  by 
their  fides,  and  whips  in  their  hands,  keep  watch  day  and  - 
ffight ;  ^d  chaftjfe,  without  diftinftion,  aU  that  caufe  any 
diftorbance,  arid  donfine  fuch  as  make  any  refiftance.  There 
is  the  fame  watch  kept  in  the  leffer  or-  crofe  ftreets,  which  ter- 
minate in  the  great  ones,  and  are  fhut  up  at  each  end  in  the 
night  with  wooden  crofs-bar  ^tes,  through  which  the  watch 
in  the  greater  ftreets  mdy'fee  all  that^pafs  in  thelefler  :  and 
bo\h  cities  are  kept  under  fuch  ftri6i^  regulations,  that,  except 
the  i^eat  hurry  of  tlje  day,  occafioned  by  the  throng  lately 
mentioned,  which  ends  with  or  foon  after  it,  every  part  of  the  .► 

town  is  kept  under  the  greateft  difcipline  and  quietftefs,  peace 
aad  fefety  (E). 

Besides 


firch  a  city  as  this,  and  help  to 
increafe  the  throng ;  efpecially 
as  mjtny  of  them,  either  for 
want  of  better  employment,  or 
natural  indolence,  will  ftand 
flaring  in  large  groups  at  every 
JQggler  and  mountebank  they 
lee;  orliftening  to  fortune-tell- 
ers and  ballad -fingers,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  in  every  part 
of  the  town. 

(E)  Each  watch  is  obliged  to 
patrole  all  the  night  in  their 
refpeftive  ftreets,  as  foon  as  the 
•  fignal  is  given  for  the  fliutting 
of  them  up  at  night  i  fo  that  no 
qaancl  or  difturbance  can  hap- 
pen, or  even  peoplf  pafs  unper- 
<ieived.  None  are  fufFered  to 
walk  )n  die  night,  ^exceptthcy 


can  give  a  good  account  of  their 
errand  ;  fuch  as  fetching  a  phy- 
fician,  fnrgeon,  or  midwife,  or 
being  fent  about  the  govern-  > 
ment's  bufinefs.  Even  thefe 
laft,  if  their  anfwer  is  fuch  as 
gives  the  officer  any  caufe  of 
fufpicion,  when  queftioned  by 
him,  are  confined  in  the  guard- 
room till  the  next  morning,  and 
then  brought  before  a  proper 
j  udge.  The  officer  of  the  guard 
likewiie,that  is  kept  on  the  high 
pavilions  over  the  city-gates, 
and  beat  the  watch  on  large 
kettle-drums,  having  full  view 
of  all  the  ftrects,  is  obliged  to 
fend  fome  of  his  fubalterns  tp 
examine  the  quarters  belonging 
to  the  gates  where  they  aro 
3  3  pofted> 
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Suiuris.  Besides  the  old  and  new  city  above-mentioned,  every 
fide  hath  likewife  a  capacious  fuburb  without  tlie  walls,  of. 
which  that  on  the  weft  fide  is  the  largeft.  The  ^ects  m 
thefe  are  built  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  within, 
being  parallel  to  each  other,  and  to  the  city«wall,  and  croffing 
each  otier  at  proper  diflances  :  fo  that,  if  thefc  be  added  to* 
the  reft,  the  circuit  of  Pe-king  may  be  ,computed  to  extend 
Hcu/es,  about  25  miles.  The  private  houfes,  both  within  and  with 
out  the  walls,  are  low,  but  deep  and  long,  and  moftly  built 
^  with  brick,  and  covered  with  glazed  tiles;  which,  when  the* 

fun  (hines  upcHi  them,  make  fuch  a  glittering  as  is  painful 
.  to  the  eye.     They  make  but  an  indifierent  fhew  without,  ex-- 
ccpt  in  their  fine  (hops;  .but  are  exceeding  neat  and  conve- 
nient  within,  though  neither  richly  nor  elegantly  furniflied, 
and  moft  of  them  crbuded  with  families. 
Plenty  9/       What  is  the  moft  furprifing  of  all,  in  this  great  city,  is 
a/i  tilings,  the  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  all  forts  of  commodities  and  pro-!- 
vlfiens ;  efpecially  confidering  its  vaft  concourfe  and  number 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  that  it  is  fituate  in  one  of  the  moft 
barren  fpots  in  the  empire.     But  it  muft  be  remembered,  that 
all  the  merchandizes  and  treafures  of  the  Indies,  &c.  are  tranf- 
ported  hither  from  all  paits  by  means  of  the  eaftern  or  yellow 
Honv  /up'  fca,  and  of  the  royal  canals :  that  feveral  thoufands  of  the 
///></.         emperor's  veffels,  befides  a  much  larger  number  of  others 
belonging  to  private  perfons,    are   continually  employed  in; 
fupplying  both  court  and  city  with  every  thing  that  gan  be 
wifhed  for,  either  for  the  fupport  or  pleafure  of  life  ;  fo  that 
it  is  a  common  faying  among  the  Chine/e,  that,  though  no- 
thing grows  about  Pe-king,  it  never  knows  the  want  of  any 
Jhgonjer-  thing.     The  governor  of  the  city  is  the  perfon  who  has  the 
mrs  office,  dire^ion  not  only  of  the  foldiery  and  guards ;  but  his  jurif- 
diftion  extends  over  all  the  people,  in  whatever  concerns 
tfee  civil  ftate,  and  the  public  peace  and  fafety  (F). 

It 

polled.     All  thefe  are  kept  un-  often  comes  upon  them  when 

der  fuch  ftridl  difcipline,  that  they  leaft  exped  him  (7). 

the  leaft  negled  of  duty  is  fe-  (F)  This  grand  officer,   who 

verely  punifhed  the  next  morn-  is  a  Manchenv  Tartar,  is  ftyled  , 

ing,  and  the  officers  broken  for  Kyu-meti-ti-tUt  or  general  of  the 

it;  and  what  keeps  them  flill  nine  gates,  and  hadi  a  quantity 

more  on  their  guard,  is,  that  the  of  roinifters  under  him,  anfwer- 

govcrnor  of  the  city,  who  is  able  to  his  great  poft.  And  fuch 

likewife  obliged  to  go  the  rounds,  llrid  difcipline  is  obferved  under 

(7)  la  Compte,  ubijnp,    jP«  Halde,  ubifup,  f,  67.  &  #/• 

Wm, 
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It  is  time  now  to  fpeak  of  fomeof  the  public  buildings  Public  edi- 
which  adorn  this  metropolis ;    fuch  as  the  imperial  palace,  fees, 
temples,  moaafteries,  6^r,     We  begin  with  the  firft  of  them, 
as  being  the  inoft  fpacious  and  magnificent  of  all,  and  one  of 
the  greateft  curiofities  in  the  whole  empire. 

It  is  fituate  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Tartar  city,  fronting  The  imte- 
the  fouth,  as  all  the  public  buildings  there  generally  do  ;  and  rial  palace 
is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  prodigious  group  of  edifices,   vafl:  ^efcribed. 
courts,  gardens,    parks,    ponds,  ifc,  all  furrounded  with  a 
ftately  brick  wall,  of  an  oblong  fquare  form,  and  confiderable 
height ;  and  about  twelve  Chinefe  li's,  or  furlongs,   in  com- 
pafs.     This  wall  hath  battlements  along  the  curtains,  and  is 
adorned  at  each  angle  with  little  pavilions ;  and  over  each  of 
the  gates  is  another  pavilion,  ftronger  and  more  lofty  than  the 
former,  and  furrounded  with  a  gallery  fupported  by  pillars 
refembling  our  periftyles ;  and  this  laft  is  properly  the  palace, 
becaufe  it  contains  all  the  apartments  of  the  emperor  and  his 
femily. 

The  outward  wall  which  furrounds  the  inclofure  above-  ^he  outer 
mentioned,  is  fifteen  li's,  or  furlongs,  in  circuit ;  and  the  fpacc  i^clofure^ 
between  it  and  the  inner  is  chiefly  taken  up  with  the  houfes  or  «»^'^J 
apartments  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  emperor's  houfhold,^^^'"'" 
with  the  feveral  tribunals,  treafury,  florehouies,  wardrobes,  ^^"  '" 
and  eunuchs  belonging  to  it.     Thefe  laft,  in  the  time  of  the  Eunuchs 
Chinefe  monarchs,  we  are  told,  amounted  to  10,000;  zxiAfi^tP^ilf^^^ 
were  at  length  become  fo  powerful  and  corrupt,  that  they 
proved  the  main  caufe  of  their  ruin :  for  which  reafon  the 
wifer  Tartars  have  fo  fuppreffed  them  by  degrees',  that  there 
is  but  an  inconfiderable  number  left  of  them,  who  are  now 
looked  upon  as  an  ufeiefs  and  dangerous  weight  to  a  court. 

To  fome  of  thefe  officers  is  committed  the  care  of  provi- 
ding neceflaries  for  the  fervice  of  the  prince ;  while  others 
are  to  preferve  good  order,  decide  the  differences,  or  even 
punifti  offences  committed  by  the  domeftics  of  the  imperial 
family.  Thefe  apartments  are  fpacious  and  flateiy ;  but  j„„gf.  a- 
thofe  of  thq  inner  inclofure  much  lilore  fo^  being  adorned  payments 

defcrihtd, 
him,  both  by  the  foldiery  and    Chinefe ;  all  which  is  owing  to 
citizens,  that  one  (hall  hardly    the    excellent  order  which    is 
hear,   in  feveral  years,  of  an    kept  under  him,  which  makes 
houfc  being  broken  open,  or  a    it  next  to  impoffible  for  any 
man  murdered  ;    which   is   fo    fuch  crimes  to  be  committed » 
much  the  moro  to  be  admired     and   the   authors  efcape    theis  ' 
among  fuch  an  infinite  multi-    due  punifhment  (8). 
tude  and  mixture  of  Tartars  and 

(%)  Le  Cmpte  &  Du  Halde,  ubifuprs^ 
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With  parks,  gardens,  fumptuons  baths,  pleafure-honfes,  halls 
of  ftate ;  the  whole  embelliflied  with  every  thing  that  is  de- 
Jn  ar///?- lightful  and  magnificent ;  particularly  an  artificial  lake,   of  - 
€ial  lake,  about  a  mile  and  quarter  in  compafs,  full  of  variety  of  fifli, 
and  furrounded  with  fumptuous  buildings,  gardens,  batbs^ 
ifc.     In  the  middle  of  it  is  the  imperial,  and  a  number  of 
other  barges,  for  the  court  to  take  the  diverfion  of  fifliing. 
Each  facade  of  the  double  inclofure  hath  a  lofty  gate,  «r  ra- 
ther three  gates,  one  in  the  middle,  and  one  at  each  end  > 
the  former  of  which  is  the  moA  lofty  and  rich,  and  is   only 
opened  to  the  emperor  ;  and  the  others  ftand  open  from  mom- 
^he gates  wg  till  night,  to  all  comers  and  goers.     Each  gate  hath  a 
^firimy      draw-bridge,  and  a  proper  guard  (G) ;  and  none  are  admit- 
"  kept.         ted  to  go  over  them  but  mahdarjns,  officers  in  the  higheft 
pofts,  or  fuch  as  bring  an  ivory  ticket  from  them,  fpecifying 
the  bufmefs  they  are  fent  thither  for.     " 
Hall  of         The  great  hall  of  audience,  or,  as  it  is  Ayled  by  them, 
4tudiencei  the  hall  of  the  great  union,  is  a  lofty  building,  about  130  feet 
long,  and  of  an  almoft  fquare  form  ;  the  cieling  of  whict> 
is  ail  of  carved  work,  varniftied  with  green,  and  adorned  with 
gilt  dragons  in  bas-relief.     The  pillars  that  fupport  the  roof 
are  about  fix  or  feven  feet  in  compafs^  and  embelliflied  with 
a  kind  of  raifed  work  made  of  pafte,  and  japanned  over  with 
vermilion.     The  pavement  is  covered  with  a  kind  of  tapeftry,. 
*     and  the  walls  are  waftied  with  a  fine  ihining  white,  but  with- 
out hangings,  looking-glafles,  branches,  or  any  other  fort  of 
JT^^/;^;.^^^. ornament.     The  throne  ftands  in  the  centre  of  the  hall;  and 
confifts  of  a  lofty  alcove,  very  neat/  but  neither  magniiicent 

(G)  Some  authors  have  af-  lacej  they  have  no  other  arml 
firmed,  that  the  emperor's  ele-  than  their  broad  fcymetars,  and 
phants  (land  guard  at^  thefe  are  nothing  fo  numerous  as  they 
gates  ;  which  cuftom,  we  are  were  in  the  time  of  the  Chineje 
fmce  told,  hath  been  left  off,  monarchy,  the  T^zr/^^rj  feeming 
or,  which  is  perhaps  more  like-  to  defpife  a  great  deal  of  that 
]y,  was  only  a  miftftke .:  for  pomp  and  political  gratideur. 
thefe  creatures  are  lodged  with-  However,  they  baVe  always  ft 
in  the  palace,  in  two  very  noble  vail  number  of  mandarins,  aJid 
apartments,,  or  courts,  the  orie  dther  officers  of  diftinftion,  at- 
f«r  the  fummer,  and  the  other  tending  the  emperor  at  all  audi- 
tor the  winter ;  thefe  laft  are  ences,  and  other  folemn  ocean 
not  only  ftpaller,  but  are  kept  fions ;  and  who  pay  him  fuch  a 
warm  like  ftovcj,  without  which  profound  refpeft  by  their  aw- 
they  could  not  bear  the  rigour  fiil  diftance,  geflures,  and  pro* 
©f  the  feafon;  ^rations,  as  come  very  near  tc^ 

A«  few  ih^  guards  of  the  pa-  a  kind  of  adoration  of  him  (9K 
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iQ  ornaments  or  infcriptions,  except  that  it  bears  the  Dm>rd 
^hing,  which  fome  writers  have  traaflated  boiy^  tho*  if  mofd 
properly  fignifies  excellent y  maft  wife  or  ptrfe^^    Oa  (*»  pkrt-» 
form  before  it  ftanrfs  a  very  large  and  thick  veffd  of  brafis^ 
wherein  are  burnt  fome  fine  perftamcs  dnrhig  the  whote  ceife- 
mony ;  and  candleftitks,  caft  in  the  (hape  oif  birds,  are  mad<i 
to  hold  a  number  <tf  lighted  flsunbcaox.     On  this  platform^  lejferha!b 
which  is  continued  norths^ard  beyond. the  hall  of  aikMertce,  bthind  the 
are  reared  two  lefler  halls,  which  are  hid  by  the  former  5  ofl^  great  ««r« 
of  them  is  a  handfome  rotunda,  with  windows  all  ai'ound,  artd 
fliiniog  with  vamifli  of  divers  colours  j  and  here  tfhey  fey,  th^ 
emperor  repofes  fometimes,  either  before  ca*  afrer  th^  Ji^Kii^ce,- 
and  changes  his  clothes  ^ 

But  the  moft  magnificent  of  all  is,  that  which  they  ftyfe 
the  in^eririoft  court  of  all;  and  in 'which  the  emperw*  and 
cmprefs,  his  wives  of  the  fecond  rank,  and  fome  of  his  fa- 

;  vourite  concubines,  Jive,  in  all  imaginable  fplendour  arid  de* 
light.  This  jcourt  is  not  only  the  mofl  magnificent,  but  thig 
loftieft  of  all ;  as  the  others  are  raifed  one  higher  than  the 

i  other,  the  neaVer  they  approach  to  this.  The  afcent  to  it, 
froin  the  next,  is  by  a  flight  of  fix  fleps  on  all  fides,  fi«r-» 
rounded  by  a  noble  baluftrade,  adorned  with  lions,  dragons^ 

,  and  other  embeilifhments.  In  this  laft  quadrai^k,  amongft 
other  infignia  of  the  Chinefe  magnificence  and  luxury,  ilaock 
a  tower  of  gilt  brafs,   fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  high,  finelf 

'\  wrought,  in  which  were  conflantly  burnt  the  mofl  coftly 

;  gums  and  perfumes,  the  fmoke  of  which  came  out  at  a  great 

!  nnmber  of  little  holes  or  windows  of  curious  worknianfiiip, 
^nd  difperfed  itfelf  dl  over  the  palace  :  but  whether  the  Tar^ 

I  tarian  monarchs  keep  up  this  cuftom  conflantly,  or  only  in 
times  of  audience,  and  on  other  folemn  occafions,  we  cannof 

j  be  certain.  And  thus  much  fhall  fuffice  for  this  fuperb  edi- 
fice :  thofe  who  want  a  fuller  defcriptioh,  may  read  it  ifl 
the  authors  lafl  quoted. 

Next  to  the  imperial  palace,  the  pagods,  or  temples,  are  ^hefan 
the  ffiofl  fplendid  and  n^griificent,  and  in  the  greateft  ntim-  gods^  or     - 
ber,  both  in  the  city,  fbburbs,  and  parts  adjacent :  and,  m-temfles^ 
deed,  both  Chinefe  and  Tartars^  nobles  and  people,  are  fo 
ftiperffitious,  that  they  rear  and  adorn  thefe  flruftures,  at 
immerife  charges,  and  with  vafl:  numbers  of  coflly  flatues.  The 
roofs  are  particularly  remarkable,  for  the  luftre  of  their  yellovir 
tiles,  niMnberlefs  figures  6i  dragons,  liofts,  and  other  crea- 
tures, curioufly  wrought,  panted,  and  g^lt,  and  other  de- 

'  Le  Compte,  letter  2.     Martinier^^  fab  voc.  Pe-|cing. 
Pu  Ha|.pe,  p,  67 jj  &  fc^.  Sc  al.  plur« 

•coratigns 
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corations,  after  the  CUne/e  tafte,  and  fome  of  them  fumptuous 
and  coftly,  beyond  defcription.  It  is  obfervable,  however, 
that  fome  of  thofe  that  belong  to  the  Tartars  are  abhorred  by 
the  Chine/ey  and  vice  verfa  (H).  Thofe  that  are  in  the  country 
aboa  t,  commonly  ftandon  eminences,  either  natural,  or  reared  op 
artificially,  with  a  great  deal  of  coft  and  labour,  and,  by  thdr 
height,  and  fumptuous  ornaments,  yield  a  moft  delightful 
profpeft.  As  it  would  be  endlefs  to  dwell  upon  a  defcription 
of  them,  we  fhall  give  a  (ketch  of  bne  of  the  laft  fort  in  the 
margin  (I),  and  content  ourfelvcs  with  defcribing  here  that  of 
the  Sun ;  which  is  a  very  curious  edifice,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  richnefs  and  grandeur,  but  as  it  is  that  to  which  the  em- 
perpr  repairs  once  a  year,  at  thd  entrance  of  that  planet  into 
the  winter  folftice ;  not  with  that  pomp,  fplendcM-,  and  nu- 
m^ous  retinue,  that  ufually  attends  him  on  other  folempities, 


, ,  (H)  This  is  partly  owing  to 
the  difference  of  their  deities, 
ftatues,  and  way  of  worfhip. 
But  what  is  mod  (hocking  to 
the  Chinefe,  is,  that  the  far  tars 
have  ferae  of  their  idols  carved, 
or  painted,  naked ;  for  the  for- 
mer profefs  an  utter  averlion 
to  all  fach  nodities,  either  in 
temples,  houfes,  or  in  any  other 
way ;  and,  upon  that  account, 
were  highly  oiFend_ed  at  the 
,  drefs  of  the  Europeans,  as  dif- 
coveringtoo  much  of  the  naked- 
nefs  of  the  body,  which  they,  on 
the  contrary,  ftrjve  to  conceal, 
by  their  long  gowns,  wide 
fleeves,  breeches,  and  boots'. 
Much  more,  con(cquently,  muft 
thofe  naked  idols,  fo  com- 
jnon  among  the  Tartars,  appear 
ihocking  to  them.  There  is, 
among  the  reft,  in  this  metro- 
polis, a  ^2Lt€[y  Tartarian  temple, 
in  which  the  Deity  is  reprefented 
in  the  figure  of  a  naked  man, 
of  an  extraordinary  bignefs,  and 
which  it  would  be  a  fcandal  for 
any  Chlnefe  to  fet  his  foot  into. 

(ij  This  furprifing  edifice  is 
built  on  an  artificial  mountain, 
raifed  in  the  form  of  a  fugar- 
loaf,  of  fttch  a  height  and  big- 


nefs, and  with  fuch  tranfverfe 
perforations,  or  chafms,  that  it 
looks  like  a  huge  parcel  of 
mountains  thrown  one  upon  an- 
other, with  horrid  caverns  be 
tween  the  interftices,  and  the. 
whole  fo  rough,  that  it  can 
hardly  be  beheid  without  dread. 
But  the  Chtnefe,  it  feems,  are 
fond  of  fuch  monfirous  curiofi- 
ties  of  art. 

On  the  top  of  the  moantain 
(lands  the  temple  above- men- 
tioned, which  is  likewife  very 
lofty  and  fpacious,  and  richly 
built.  Near  it  is  rearied  a  (lately 
tower,  of  moft  curious  work-^ 
manfhip,  of  a  round  form,  twelve 
(lories  high,  with  galleries,  en- 
dows, and  other  decorations, 
like  thofe  that  are  commonly 
feen  in  fome  of  their  cities,  a  \ 
tafte  of  which  we  (hall  give 
our  readers,  in  a  proper  place. 
Round  the  uppermoft  gallery  | 
of  all,  are  hung,  by  long  chains, 
or  wires,  fifty  bells,  which  are 
fo  eafily  moved,  by  the  lead 
blaft  of  wind,  that  th^y  keep* 
a  continual  tinkling  night  and 
day,  and  are  feen  and  heard 
at  a  great  diftance. 

but 
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but  in  a  plain  homdy  drefs  j  without  gold,  jcwds,  or  efen 
'  the  yellow  garments,  which  colour  is  peculiar  to  the  imperial 
family. 

This  vaft  and  noble  pile  of  building  ftands  about  hsl{  3,  The  temple 
mile  from  the  eafl  gate  of  the  city,  'and  is  furrounded  with  a  oftheSun^ 
■  wall,  near  a  mile  in  circuit.    Within  this  inclofure,  are  reared 
feveral  finely  apartments,  and  groups  of  lofty  trees,  and  la 
the  centre  a  fpacious  round  hall,  of  a  coniiderable  height. 
The  dome,  or  roof,  is  fupported  by  eighty-two  columns,  cu^  . 
rioully  painted  with  gold  and  azure,   reprefcnting  the  fky. 
Hither  the  emperor  repairs,  at  thefeafon,  and  in  the  homely 
g;u:b,  above-mentioAed,  and  facrifices  a  great  number  of  bu^         • 
locks,  rams,  goats,  hogs,  i;c.     The  whole  ceremony  is  per«B 
formed  in  a  proper  manner,  to  exprefs  the  deepeft  humility,     ' 
^  The  three  other  temples,  for  the  other  cardinal  points,  are  na 
lefs  curious  and  rich,  and  fland  at  the  fame  diflance , without 
I  the  wall,  each  at  it  proper  point  of  the  compafs  from  it ;  and 
in  thefe  are  likewife  performed  fome  particular  ceremonies,  at 
the  fun-s  entrance  into  each  of  thofe  cardinal  figns.     Befides 
i  thefe,  they  have  alfo  a  number  of  others,  for  the  fun,  moon,  the 
I  feven  planets,  twehe  figns,  twenty-eight  conftellations ;  and  an 
infinite  variety  of  others,  both  public  and  private,  which  we 
Iwve  not  room  to  mention ;  and  fhall  conclude  this  head  with  <f/  the 
V  a  remarkable  ceremony,  which  is  performed  yearly,  at  that  Earths 
I  which  is  called  the  temple  of  the  Earth,  and  by  every  new  mo- ' 
I  n^rch,  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  throne ;  and  is  as  follows : 

Immediately  after  his  .coronation,  he  is  condufted,  with  J  remark^ 
I  all  the  royal  formality,  to  this  temple,  which  ftands  on  the  able  cere^ 
weft  fide  of  the  city,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  without  the  waU.  in^ny  per^ 
Here  he  divefls  himfelf  of  his  imperial  robes,  and  cloaths  Y^m-fi*'^^^  h 
fclf  in  the  habit  of  a  common  ploughman,  and,  in  this  humble  *^^  *^ 
guife,  proceeds,   with  his  numerous  retinue,    to  a  fpot  of  ^*'^^'^^''* 
ground,  kept  for  that  purpofe,  within  the  cinftureof  the 
temple.     Here  he  finds' a  plough,  finely  varniihed  and  gilt, 
to  which  two  oxen,  with  gilded  horns,   are  fattened ;  and 
taking  the  plough  in  his  hand,  drives  it  the  length  of  two  or 
three  fuiTows.     Whllft  he  is  at  this  laborious  exercife,  his 
emprefs,  attended  with  her  ladies,  prepare  fome  homely  difh 
for  his  dinner,  and  bring  it  to  him,  into  fome  private  apartment, 
in  the  moft  ordinary  veflels,  and  fit  down  and  eat  with  hinu 
This  excellent  cuftom  is  of  Chinefe  extraft,  and  great  anti- 
qnity,  and  was  defigned  to  put  their  new  monarch  in  mind, 
that  his  revenue  was  owing  to  the  fweat  and  labour  of  his 
fnbjeats ;  arid  that  he  ought  to  abftain  from  all  fuperfiuous 
^pences,  and  eafe  riiem  of  all  needlefs  burdens «,     And  thus^ 

;  JLe  Cqmpte^  Martiniere^  Dv  HALD£;iubi  fup. 
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mch  may  {enre,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  pagods  in  this  city; 
thdr  ftatueSy  and  other  re|»refeatatioas  of  their  deities,  moDa- 
fteries,  ifc.  will  be  bell  feen,  when  we  come  to,  fpeak  of  their   ^ 
religion*  \ 

VJfhmen^s     As  to  the  palaces  of  t)»  noblemen,  mandarins,  and  other 
houfes        ofiicers  of  diftftftion,  they  have  nothing  worth  defcribing,   i 
mean.        being  all  bat  one  ftory  high,  and  rather  convenient  than 
fumptuous.    We  are  even  told,  that  it  would  be  a  crime  in   I 
any  of  them  to  excel  iit  this  way  (K).   Neither  are  they  more  I 
curious  in  farniture,  and  houfhold  ofnaments :   and,  indeed, 
confidering  how  liable  they  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  digm- 
ties,  upon  the  leaft  fufpkion,  or  diflU^e,  it  would  be  impru- 
dent for  them  to  do  otfaerwife ;  becaufe  thefe  palaces  belong- 
ing properly  to  the  erope^r,  whatever  additional  furniture  they 
.  bring  into  them  muft  remain  there,  for  the  ufe  of  <  tbofe  that 
fucceed  them. 
^he  impe-      Beforb  We  leave  this  nictropdis,  it  will  not  be  unaccept- 
rial  obfer-  abj^  to  our  readers,  if  we  give  them  fome  (hort  account  of 
watory^      its  fo  much  boailed  imperial  obfervatory.     The  Chine/e  had 
•    fuch  an  opinion  of  it,  we  are  told  *,  that  they  thought  no- 
thing in  the  univerfe  could  come  up  to  it ;  and  fome  Eu- 
ropean travellers,  upon  their  credit,  had  cuied  it  up  to  fuch  , 
,    a  height,  that  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  mathematicians  of 
the  royal  academy  of  Parisy  hath  miide  no  fcruple  to  repre- 
fent  it  as*  one  of  the  greateft  prodigies  of  art  and  ingenuity, 
of  beauty  and  magnificence  (L) :   and  yet,  when  this  cele- 

*  Lb  Compta,  letter  ^.    Du  Halde  Englifii,  vol.  ii.  p.  138, 
ife  feq.  &  al. 

(K)  Our  author  (10)  gives  us  "  vaft  btazen  machines,  which, 

aninftanceofit,  inachiefman-  "having   been,    during   thefe 

darin,  who  having  built  him  an  '*  760  years,   expofed  on  the 

houfe  fomething  more  lofty  than  *'  platforms  of  thofe  large  tow* 

the  reft,  was  accufed  for.  it  be-  ''  ers,  aYe  flill  as  fair  and  intire 

fore  the  emperor,  by  thofe  whofe  "  as  if  they  were  but  newly  caft. 

province  it  was  to  take  notice  of  "  The  divifions  of  thefe  indra- 

fuch  crimes.     Whereupon  the  "  ments  are  mpft  exad,  the  dif- 

nobleman,  fearful  of  the  event,  "  pofition  moft  proper  for  their 

made  hafte  to  pull  down  the  "  defign,  and  the  whole  work 

houfe,  while  the  bulinefs  was  "  performed  with  an  inimitable 

under  cxamiuation,  aiid  before  "  neatnefs.  In  a  word,  it  feemed 

it  was  decided  againft  him.  *•  that  China  infuired  her  fifter 

(L)  His  words  are  to  this  ef-  **  nations,  as  if,  with  all  their 

feft:  •*  Nothing  in  Europe  is  to  'Mearning and  riches,  they  could 

*•  be  compared  to  it ;  whether  "  not  come  up  with  her  in  that 

•«  for  the  magnificence  of  the  "  point  (ji)." 
"  place,  or  the  largenefs  of  thefe 

(19,  Le  Compte,  Utter  3.  {11)  U.  ik 
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brated  Aru&ure  came  to  be  viewed,  by  more  proper  and  U9<^ 
biafled  judges.  It  appears  to  have  been  of  little  worth  as  to  its 
ancient  machines,  and  lefs  as  to  Us4ituation ;  and  that  all  that  iwiprvwd 
it  is  now  valuable  for,  is  owing  to  the  improvemcnto  which  h  Fatlnf 
were  made  to  it  by  F^tfjer  Verbiejt,  a  Fkmyb  Jcfuit,  in  high  Vcrhic«^ 
repute  there,  and  who  caufed  a  new  fet  of  ioibiimeiits  to  be 
made,  with  extraordinary  care,  neatnefs,  and  exa^efe.    The 
difficulty  was  to  get  them  introduced  into  the  obfervatory; 
and  fuch  was  the  Chinefe  fondnefs  for  their  old  defcftive  ones, 
above  the  moft  perfeft  new  ones,  that  they  could  never  have 
been  prevailed  upon  to  admit  them,  if  they  had  dot  beea 
forced  to  it,  by  an  exprds  order  from  the  emperor  Kang-hu 

This  fabric  ftands  in  a  court  of  a  moderate  extent,  and  is  hfcr^d^ 
built  in  the  form  of  a  fquare  tower,  fuch  as  were  formerly 
uied  to  fortify  tlie  city  walls,  and  is  cootiguoos  to  that  of  the 
city  on  the  infide,  and  raifed  but  ten  or  twelve  feet  above  its 
bulwark.  The  afcent  up  to  the  top  is  by  a  very  narrow  ftair- 
cafe ;  and  on  the  platform  above  were  placed  all  the  old  in- 
ftruments,  which,  though  but  few,  did  yet  take  up  the  whole 
room,  till  Father  Verb'iqfi  introduced  his  new  ones,  which  he  v 
difpoied  in  a  more  convement  order.  Thde  are  large,  well 
caft,  and  embelliihed  with  reprefentations  d  dragons,  ifc^ 
and,  was  but  the  neatnefs  of  the  divifions  anfwerablc  to  the  ' 

work,  and  the  teiefcopes  &ftened  to  them,  according  to  the 
new  method,  inftead  of  pins,  they  would  be  equal*to  thofe  df 
Europe :  but  the  Chinefe  artificers  were,  it  feems,  either  toa 
n^ligent,  or  incapable  of  following  his  diredlions.  The 
reader  will  form  a  bette/  idea  of  thar  difpofition,  as  well  as 
of  the  whole  platform,  by  the  draught  here  annexed,  and  by 
the  defcription  of  the  chief  inftruments,  which  he  will  find 
in  the  following  note  (M}«    As  to  the  old  ones,  they  were,  by 

order 


(M)  Thefe  arc ; 

I,  An  armillary  or,  zodiac^al 
fphere,  fix  feet  in  diameter 
(marked  a  in  the  pla^e),  and 
iupported  by  four  dragons  heads, 
vhofe  bodies,  after  lome  wind- 
ings, are  faftened  to  the  ends  of 
two  brafs  beams,  laid  acrofs, 
that  bear  the  whole  weight  of 
the  fphere.  Thefe  beams  are 
fupported  by  four  lions,  of  the 
fame  metal,  whofe  heads  may 
be  raifed,  or  lowered,  by  fcrews. 
The  circles  are  divided,  both 
ia  tk$  in  aad  o«tii4e»  by  crofs 


lines,  lata  j6o  degrees,  and 
each  degree  mto  fixty  minutes, 
and  thefe  laft  into  portions  of 
ten  feconds,  by  fmall  pins. 

2.  An  equinoAial  fphere,  of 
fix  feet  diameter  (marked  h\ 
fupported  by  a  dragon,  caft  ia 
a  (leeping  pofture,  whofe  claws 
extend  to  the  four  corners  of  the 
pedeftal.  This  laft,  like  the 
preceding,  confifts  of  two  croft 
beams,  borne  by  four  (mall 
lions,  which  ferve  to  level  it. 
The  defign  is  grand,  and  well 
executed. 

3.  Aft 
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or^er  of  the  emperor,  fet  afide,  as  ufelefs,  and  laid  in  the 
hall  near  the  tower,  where  they  may  be  feea  through  a  crols- 

barred 


3.  An  azimuthal  hoHzon 
(marked  r ),  fix  feet  in  diame- 
ter,  which  confifts  of  one  large 
circle,  placed  horizontally.  The 
double  ruler,  which  is  juft  its 
diameter,  and  Hides  over  the 
whole  limb,  carries  round  along 
with  it  an  upright  triangle,  the 
upper  angle  of  which  is  fa- 
flened  to  a  perpendicular  beam 
fixed  in  the  centre  of  the  hori- 
zon. Four  twifted  dragons  bend 
their  heads  underneath  the  great 
circle,  to  keep  it  firm,  whild 
two  others,  winding  round  two 
fmall  pillars,  raife  themfelves 
on  either  fide,  in  almoft  a  femi- 
circular  form,  as  far  as  the  top 
of  the  axis,  to  which  they  are 
firmly  fixed,  in  order  to  keep 
the  triangle  fteady  and  upright. 

4.  A  large  quadrant  (marked 
^),  of  fix  feet  radius,  and  gra- 
duated at  every  tenth  fecond. 
The  lead,    which  ^xqs  it  in 
a  vertical  pofition,   weighs  a 
pound,    and    hangs   from  the 
centre  by  a  very  fine  brafs-wire. 
The  alhidada,  or  ruler,  eafily 
Aides  round  the  limb ;    and  a 
dragon,  folded  in  feveral  rings, 
holds  the  parts  firmly  together, 
left  they  (hould  ftart  from  their 
due  pofition.    The  whole  body 
of  the  quadrant  hangs  in  the 
air;  and  an  immoveable  axis 
runs  thro'  its  centre,  by  which 
it  may  be  turned  towards  any 
part  of  the  heavens.     And,  to 
prevent  its  weight  fhaking  it 
out  of  its  verdcal  pofition,  two 
other  beams  are  raifed,  one  on 
each  fide,  and  firmly  fixed  be- 
low  upm  two  dragons,    and 
fattened  to  the  middle  axis  by 
carved  clouds,  which  feem  to 
defcend  from    the  Iky.    The 


whole  work  is  firm,  and  well- 
contrived: 

c.  A  fcxtant,  of  eight  feet 
radius  (marked  /),  reprefcnting 
the  fixth  part  of  a  great  circle, 
fupported  by  an  axletree,  whofc 
bafis  is  concave,  and  is  held 
fteady  by  dragons,  and  crofled 
in  the  middle  by  a  brafs  pillar; 
on  the  end  of  which  is  fixed  a 
machine,  with  wheels,  which 
facilitate  the  moving  of  the  in- 
ftrument.  To  the  middle  of  this 
machine  is  fafiened  a  copper 
bar,  which  reprefents  one  of  the 
radii  of  the  (extant,  and  keeps 
it  immoveable.  Its  upper  pait 
terminates  in  a  thick  cylinder, 
which  is  the  centre  round  which 
the  ruler  turns ;  and  the  lower 
part  reaches  about  two  feet  be« ' 
low  the  limb,  for  the  engine, 
which  ferves  to  raife  and  lower ' 
it,  to  take  hold  on.  Thefe  un- 
wieldy machines,  however,  are, 
fo  difficult  to  be  moved,  that 
they  are  rather  an  ornament  to 
an  obfervatory,  than  of  anj  ufe 
to  an  obfcrvcr. 

6..  The   laft   is    a   celeftial 
globe,    of  {\x   feet   diameter 
(marked/),  which  is  thehand- 
fomeft,  and  bell  made,  of  all 
the  reft.    The  body  of  it  is  caft 
exadlly  round    in   brafs,    and " 
neatly  polilhed;    the  liars  arc' 
well  formed,  and  in  their  true 
places,  and  the  circles  o/^a  pro-  . 
portionable  breadth  and  thick-  j 
nefs.     It  is  likewife  fo  exaflly.  I 
hung,  that  the  leaft  foice  wi)I  | 
turn  it  round  ; .  infortiuch  that  a  J 
child  may  elevate  it  to  any  de-  '| 
gree,  though  it  weighs  above  ; 
2000  pounds.    A  lar^e  concave   ; 
brafs  bafis,  with  a  chanel  round 
its  edges^  h  fupported  by  four 
mif-lnappn 
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barred  window,  all  covered  with  rufi,  and  buried  in  ohli* 
vion. 

Our  author  tells  us,  however,  of  a  gnomon  of  Chinefe  in-  ^  meri' 
vention,  which  is  pretty  well  contrived,  and  might  be  of  ule  ^*«»^«- 
to  a  careful  aftronomer.    It  is  placed  in  a  lower  room  of  the  *■** 
fabric,  and  the  flit  which  lets  in  the  fun's  rays,  and  is  made  of 
two  copper-plates  fufpended;  which,  by  being  moved  to  and 
fro,  do  make  the  entrance  larger  or  fmaller,  is  horizontally 
placed,  about  eight  feet  ifrom  the  ground.     Under  it  lies  a 
table,  trimmed  with  brafs,  in  the  midft  of  which  there  is 
ftruck,  lengthwife,  a  meridian  line,  fifteen  feet  long,  divided 
acrofs  by  other  lines,  which  are  neither  exaft  nor  fine,     Oa 
the  fides  they  have  alfo  cut  a  number  of  fmall  holes,  whereia 
to  put  water,  in  order  to  fet  the  table  exaftly  horizontal. 
Tlus,  and  the  inftruments  above-mentioned,  is  all  that  is  re-  Fi'oeper^ 
markable  in  this  famed  obfervatory,  in  which  there  are  ^^tfintem- 
mathematicians  employed  night  and  day,  each  in  a  proper  apart-  t^y^^  h 
ment  on  the  top  of  the  tower,  toobferve  all  that  paflps  over^**^^*<?**' 
their  heads/  One  of  then^  is  gazing  towards  the  zenith,  and^*^^^^*'* 
the  others  towards  the  four  points  of  the  compafs,  that  no- 
thing may  efcape  their  notice.     Their  obfervations  extend 
themfclves  not  only  to  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
but  to  fires,  meteors,  winds,  rain,  thunder,  hail,  (lorms^  and' 
otfier  phaenomena  of  the  atmofphere ;  and  thefe  are  carefully 
entered  in  their  journals,  and  an  account  of  them  is  brought, 
every  morning,  to  the  furveyor  of  the  mathematics,  and  re- 
giftred  in  his  office  ".     And  thus  much  fhall  fuffice  for  the 

■  See  Le  Compte,  Martiniere,  Du  Halde,  a^d  others 
above  cited. 

mif-fhapen  dragons,  placed  at  centre  of  the  concave,  are  all    / 

equal  diftances,   whofe  briftly  moved  at  pleafare,  without  flir- 

hair  fuftains  a  magnificent  hpri-  ring  the  bafis,  which  flill  conti-  * ' 

ZOD,  of  a  confiderable  breadth,  nues  fixed.    This  makes  it  eafy  1 

and  curioufly  wrought  and  or-  to  place  the  horizon  level,  fo  as 

namented.  The  meridian,  which  to  inrerfe£t  theglobe  juft  in  the 

fupports  the  axis  of  the  globe,  middle.     The  whole  is  a^  well  .    '  ;^ 

b  upheld  by  clouds  ifTuing  out  finifhed  as  if  it  had  been  done 

of  the  bafis,   and  flides  eafily  bythebeft£'«r0^fA»artift;  anci, 

between  them;  its  motion  be-  as  moft  of  thefe  fix  machines  are 

ingfaciliiatcd  by  hidden  wheels,  ten  feet  high,  they  are,  for  the 

by  which  the  whole  globe  is  convenience  of  the  obfervers,., 

eafily  turned  to  any  elevation  :  encompaffed  with  marble  fteps, 

befides  this,  the   horizon,    the  in  the  form  of  amphitheatres, 

dragon,  and  the  brafen  beams  as  the  reader  may  fee  by  the 

which  crofs  each  other  at  the  plate  (12). 

( 12)  Le  Cmj^tt,  uhifup,    Du  Haldt,  vti,  ii.  /,  1 38,  ^Jef,  &  sl^ 

city 
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rity  of  Pe-king ;  in  defcribing  which,  we  have  been  the  mort 
dMiife,  as  it  is  the  metropolis  of  this  vaft  empire,  and  is,  33 
it  Were,  the  foul  of  it,  which  puts  in  motjon,  and  keeps  in 
order,  every  patt  of  it.  All  that  needs  be  added  is,  that  x\ 
hath  jurifdiiftion  over  fix  cities  of  the  fecond,  and  twenty  ol 
the  third  rank,  befides  the  general  one  which  it  hath  over  tb 
ijrfide  realm,  by  its  fix  fupreme  courts  which  fit  in  it ;  an  ac 
count  of  which  will  be  given,  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  thd 
government.  The  other  head  cities  of  this  province,  anc 
their  inferior  ones,  are  as  follow : 
4. 7he  city  ^'  PAU-TlNG-FUy  the  refidence  of  the  viceroy ;.  >4vhid 
pfYzxL-  hath  three  cities  of  the  fecond,  and  feventeen  of  the  thin 
rank.  It  hath  a  lake  in  the  middle  of  it,  which  is  chiefl; 
famed  for  producing  vaft  quantities  of  a  fort  of  flowers,  calla 
fey  the  Chinefe  lyen-ivha}  and  which  the  reader  will  find  de 
fcribed  in  the  margin  (N). 

3.  HO-KYEN'FU,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  is  feated  betwce 
two  rivers,  is  near  four  miles  in  compafs ;  and  hath  two  citie 
of  the  fecond,  and  fifteen  of  the  third  rank,  under  itsjuri 
diftiop. 

4.  CHIN'TING'FUy  feated  near  a  fine  river,  is  of  an  ot 
long  figure,  well  walled,  and  near  four  miles  in  circuit. 


tiogfu. 


3.  Ho- 

kyen-fl&, 


4.  Chin 

ttOg-fli.' 


(N)  This  flower  feems  to  be 
fhe  fame  with  our  nymphea^  or 
water  Hly,  which,  tho'  little  va- 
lued by  X7S,  is  much  admired 
and  ei^eemed  by  die  Chinefe, 
both  for  its  beauty  and  medici- 
nal qualities.  The  truth  is, 
they  beftow  fo  much  pains  in 
improving  it,"  particularly  in 
their  artificial  fiftiponds,  that  it 
grows  large,  double,  and  very 
lively  in  its  colours,  which  are 
commonly  a  mixture  of  white 
and  violet,  or  red  and  white. 

•  This  flower  fhoots  up  about  a 
yard  or  more  above  the  water, 
Ijot  unlike  our  tulip,  and  con- 
fifts  of  a  little  ball  Supported  by 
9,  fmall  filament,  much  like  that 
which  is  found  in  a  lily  ;  its 
fmell  is,  pleafant,  and  its  fruit 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  ha7.el-nut, 
and  contains  a  white  kernel,  ve- 
ry grateful  to  the  tafte  j  the  root 


is  knotty,  like  that  of  -reeds, 
pith  and  fubftance  Ycry  w<iit 
There  is  nothing  in  this  pi; 
but  what  is  of  fome  fervice 
and  they  make  even  a  meal 
it,  which  they  ufe  upon  fevei 
occafions.  The  leaves  arc  Ion 
and  Hoat  upon  the  water;  th< 
are  fallen ed  to  the  root  by  loi 
firings,  and  are  ufed  by  gardei 
crs  to  wrap  their  ware  in. 

The  virtues  which  the  Chit 
phyficians  attribute  to  this  pi 
are,  that  itis  a  great  r^frefhcr a 
nouridier  of  nature  and  a  gr< 
re (lorer  of  decayed  conftitutioi 
But,  as  to  what  Kerchety  ai 
ibmc  other  authors,  add,  th 
its  root  will  foften  copper, 
being  put  into  a  man's  mou 
with  it  (13),  it  hath  been  fin 
exploded  by  thofe^who  tried 
experiment  with  Icfs  prcpdB 
fefliott,  *^ 


(i^^)  Kerchcr,    Du  Baldf^  j&.  12.   Sf  80. 


,     hath 
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hath  thirty-two  cities  under  it,  viz.  five  of  the  fecond,  and 
twenty-feven  of  the  third  rank.  North  of  it  are  mountains  - 
which  produce  a  great  variety  of  medicinal  herbs ;  and  upon 
which  are  feen  feveral  ilately  monuments  reared  to  their  he- 
roes, and  one  in  particular  confecrated  to  the  memory  of  the 
firft  emperor  of  the  dynafty  of  Jfan. 

5*  SHUN'TE'FU  hath  but  nine  cities  under  it,  all  of  the  5-  ShuA* 
third  rank ;  but  which  are  very  confiderable,  and  well  peopled,  tc-fft. 
The  whole  territory  is  fertile,  and  well  watered  ;  and,  among 
other  things,  produces  a  fine  fand,  which  is  ufed  for  poliftiing 
of  precious  ftones,  and  the  belt  touchflones  for  gold  in  the       . 
whole  empire. 

6.  ^JNG'PING-FU,  fituate  on  the  fouthernpart  of  6.Qaanj* 
the  province,  hath  only  nine  cities  of  the  third  rank  under  its  ping-ftl* 
jurifdiAion,  and  nothing  particular  worth  mentioning. 
I      7.  TJT'MING'FU  hath  one  city  of  the  fecond,   and  '7*  Tay- 
eighteen  pf  the  third  rank,  under  i£  jpaing-tt. 

8.  r f/Ar(7-P/A'C?-Ft/ is'advantageoufly  fituate,  being  en- S.  Yung.; 
compafled  by  the  fea,  by  rivers,  and  by  mountains  covered  ping- fu. 
with  very  fair  trees.     It  hath  only  one  city  of  the  fecond,  and 

five  of  the  third  rank. 

Not  far  from  it  is  the  fort  of  Shang-^hayy  which  is  as  it  . 
were  the  key  of  the  province  of  Lyau^tong,  and  is  iitustte 
near  the  great  wall,  which  extends  itfelf,  mm  the  bulwark 
built  in  the  fea,  for  the  fpace  of  a  league^  in  a  plain  country, 
before  it  afcends  the  hills^ 

9.  SJVEN'JVHA'FU  is  a  large,  well-buUt  city,  full  of  9-  Sweiu; 
inhabitants,  and  feated  among  the  mountains,  not  far  from  wha-fft. 
the  great  wall.     It  hath  two  cities  of  the  fecond,  aiid  eight 

of  the  third  rank :  befides  fome  forts  along  the  wall,  ftrongly 
garrifoned,  to  guard  the  entrance  between  ^Ain^i  and  Tartary. 
Its  mountains  produce  fine  cryftal,  marble,  and  porphyry,  and 
a  fort  of  yellow  rat,  larger  than  thofe  of  Europe^  whofe  ikiit^ 
are  in  great  requeft  among  the  Chinefe. 

n.  The  Province  of  Kyang-nan. 

'TpHE  i^eif  province  in  dignity  (for,  in  fuch  hiftorifcal  worlc$  I,  Ky- 
•■■    as  this,  we  think  it  much  more  proper  t6  mention  them  ang-nalU 
according  to  their  rank,  than  as  they  ftancl  dontigUdiis  to  each 
other,  as  is  done  in  geographical  ones)  is  that  now  called 
Kyang-natii  or  Nan-king^  and  is  the  moft  fertile,  trading,  and    ' 
wealthy,  of  the  empire.     It  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  thofg  *^ 

of  No-nan  and  ff^-quang ;  on  the  fouth  by  Che-hyang  an4 
Kyang-fi  /  on  the  north  by  Shan-tong :  and.  On  the  caift,  by 
the  gulf  of  Nan-king.    It  extends  itfdf  from  the  29th 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  VIIL  C  t* 


.   tor  the  25th  degree  of  latitude,  and  from  the  H2th  t6  the 
1 1 9th  of  eaft  longitude ;  (o  that,  for  its  extent,  as  well  as 
opulence,  it  juftly  deferves  at  leaft  the  feeond  rank,  though 
the  Chinefe  writer  Kao,  in  his  furvey,  places  it  but  in  the- 
ninth.     We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  antient  emperors 
.  kc  )t  their  conftant  refidence  at  its  metropolis  of  Nan-king^ 
till,  for  reafons  of  flate,  they  removed  it  to  Pg-king ;  not- 
withftanding  which  confiderable  lofs,  it  hath,  by  the  advan- 
tage of  its  maritime  commerce,  as  well  as  the  richnefsof  its 
foil,  and  vaft  number  and  induftry  of  its  Inhabitants,  been 
f^aji  tri-    ctiat^led  to  keep  up  its  ahtient  fplendor  and  rank  ;  infomuch 
kufe  to  the  that  the  yearly  tribute  it  pays  to  the  emperor  in  rice,   filks, 
#;#w»,      cotton,  fait,  he,  amotintsi  conrmunibus  annis,  according  to 
Martiniy  who  had  it  from  the  then  governor  of  the  province, 
♦    to  near  32  millions  of  taels  (O),  cw  ducats,  exchifive  of  the 
duties  arifing  from  all  that  is  imported  or  exported,  for  the 
fecdidng  of  which  there  are  proper  officer^  aiEgned  ".    .The 
number  of  families  in  it  is  computed,  accc«rding  to  the  Chi- 
nefe regifters,  to  1,969,816  ;  and  the  men  to  9,967,429,  or 
near  ten  millioils  ;  among  whom,  the  city  of  S hang-hay ^  and 
Tillages  belonging  to  it,  arc  faid  to  contain  200,000,  employed 
in  weaving  of  caUico. 
yuri/Mc'       KTANG-NAN  hath  fourteen  fu%  or  cities  of  the  firft 
tion,        '  rank ;  under  which  arfe  ninety-three  of  the  fccond  and  Aird, 
'  befides  towns  and  villagesAvithout  number,  all  of  them  large, 
Manufac'  populous,  and  wealthy ;  for.  all  the  commodities  that  come 
{^    /     ^^om  any  of  the  cities,  but  efpedally  from  the  capital  of  this, 
province,  fuch  as  thofe  oF  japan-work,  ink,  paper,  and  other 

*  SeeXE  CoMPTE,  Martini,  Du  Halpe,  and  others  abov^ 
cited. 

(O)  Equivalent  to  z  Chinefe  anfth,  to  5,995,034  facks;  raw 

ounce  ot  filvcr,    or  to  about  filk  to  6863  pounds  ;  wrought 

eight  ihillings  and  feven  pence  ditto,  28,452  pieces;  linen  to  J 

fterling(i4).  2,077  pieces;  that  of  cotton  is  1 

Perhaps  it  ^ill  not  be  unac-  paid  in  filver,  and  is  no  lefs  con- 

*  ceptable  to  the  reader,  if  we  fiderable ;  and  the  reft  of  their 

fubjoin  here  a  fuller  account  of  commodities  bears  a  proportion 

this  tribute,  by  way  of  fpecimen;  to  their  affluence  ;  but  that  of 

feeing  all  the  other  provinces  the  fait,  which  is   here  made 

ijay  the  fame,  and  the  difference  in  vaft'quantities  along  the  fe^-. 

18  only  in  the  more  or  lefs  of  coafts  of  the  province,  is  the 

each  commodity.     That  of  the  biggeft  of  all  (15). 
rice  here  amounts,  communihus  ^ 

(i^).See  Du  HsUe,  Ettglijh,  p,  73.  fnb  Mt.  (U)  Set  Marti'nr^ 

£«  Afarimiire,  t)u  Balde,  &  si, 

mahufafturcs. 


jnaau&dares,   in  which  they  drive  a  vaft  trade,  are  more 
efteemed^  and  bear  a  greater  price,  than  thofe  of  any  other 
provinces.      The  inhabitants  of  Kyang-nan  are  polite  and  Learned 
courteous,  and  have  a  more  than  ordinary  difpoiltion  for  the  mn» 
fciences  ;  infomuch  that  it  is  famed  for  the  gfeat  number  of       ,    * 
doftors  it  produces,  who,  by  their  merit,  attain  the  higheft 
pofts  and  dignities  of  the  empire.    It  ^ath   but  few  moun- 
tains, except  towards  the  fouth ;  aU  the  reft  is  a  fruitful 
champain,  abounding  with  all  the  neceflkries  and  convenien- 
des  of  life.     It  abounds  with  convenient  fea-ports,  *  reforted  Great 
to  by  an  innumerable  quantity  of  veflels  from  moft  parts  of  tradem^ 
Afia\   and  a  great  number  of  canals,  and  fome  navigable 
rivers,  for  the  convenience  of  import  and  export.     The  moft 
conftderabie  of  thefe  are  the  Tang-tfe^  which  runs  quite  thro* 
the  middle  of  it ;  and  the  IVhang-ho,  which  bounds  it  on  the 
Borth. 

This  province,  befides  its  fourteen  diftrifts,  each   under 
Its  proper  capital,  }s  divided  into  two  governments,  the  eaft- 
crn  and  weftern,  each  under  a  refpeftive  viceroy ;  the  former 
of  whom  hath  his  refidence  at  Sit-chew-fut  and  the  latter  at    . 
Ngdng'king-fA,     Th^  order  in  whk:^  they  ftand  is  as  follows :     ^ 
t.  Nan-king  i  a.  Su-chew  :  3.  ISong-kyang  ;  4.  Chang-chew  i 
J,  Chin-kyang  i  6.  Whay-ngang ;  7.  Tang-chew ;  8.  Ngan^ 
kings    g,  Whey -chew ;    10.  Ning-que ;    ii.  Chl-chew  ;    I2.  ^ 
Tay-ping^  13.  Fong^-yangs  14,  Lyu-chew. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  the  ifland  of  Tfong-mingy  which 
likewife  belongs  to  this  province,  and  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak 
at  the  end  of  this  article,  after  we  have  given  a  (hort  defcrip*- 
tion  of  what  is  moft  remarkable  in  thofe  fourteen  capitals, 
and.efpecially  in  that  of  Nan-king. 

NAN-KINGy  alias  Kyan-ning-fu^  capital  of  the  whole  Nan-king 
province,  and  once  ftyled  the  fpacious,  ftately,  opulent,  none-  defcrihed^ 
fuch,  isc.  ftands  in  latitude  32,   and  eaft  longitude  ii6,  or 
two  degrees  38'  eaft  from  the  meridian  of  Pe-king.     It  is  Extent: 
by  for  the  largeft  city  in  the  whole  i^mpire,  though  much  re- 
duced'of  its  antient  extent;  of  which  the  Chinefe  tell  you, 
that  if  two  horfemen  fet  out  in/he  morning  at  one  of  the 
gates,  and  galloped  around  it  at  different  ways,  they  would  not 
meet  till  the  evening  (P).     The  figure  of  Nan-king  is  one  of 

the 

'  (P)  The  furvey  of  Dionyfius  been  confiderably  larger  ;  info^ 

Ka9  gives  it  between  fixteen  and  much  that  fome  writers  have 

feventecn  French  leagues,  that  computed  it  to  have  been  thirty 

is,  about  forty-eight  miles,  in  leagues,  or  ninety  miles.    How 

circuit :  but  it   appears,  from  much  it  hath  {hrunk  from  thitt 

the  ruins  of  its  old  wall,  to  have  time,  may  be  reckoned  from  the 
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the  moft  irregular  in  the  whole  province,  if  not  in  the  whole 
^empire ;  for  which  Du  Halde^  who  hath  given  us  a  fketch  d 
it,  gives  this  reafon :  that  the  hills  within  it,  and  the  nature 
of  the  ground  about  it,  could  not  well  admit  of  A  more  re- 
gular form.  .  Its  decay  not  only  ivota  its  antient  extent,  but 
from  its  priftine  grandeur,  was  owing  to  the  removing  of  the 
imperial  refidence,  and  fupreme  tribunals  (on  which  account 
it  had  the  title  of  Nan-king,  or  fouthern  court),  to  that  of 
Pe-kingy  fmce  which  the  Tartars  have  given  it  the  'name  of 
Kyang-ning ;  and  tho',  in  common  difcourfe,  it  be  ftill  called 
by  its  old  one,  yet  it  is  never  fufiered  to  be  ufcd  in  any  pub- 
lic inftruments.  It  hath  not  only  loft  its  antient  name,  but 
all  the  other  monuments  of  its  royal  grandeur.  The  impe- 
rial palace,  once  a  moft  magnificent  ftru^lure,  hath  nothing 
now  lejft  but  its  ruins.  The  ftately  monuments  of  its  an- 
tient monarchs,  and  other  public  buildings,  are  all  run'  into 
decay  ;  and  even  its  once  fo  famed  obfervatory  lies  now  ne- 
^lefted,  and  almoft  demoliftied ;  moft  of  thofe  fuperb  edi- 
fices being  deftroyed  by  the  avarice  of  the  Tartars y  who  firft 
invaded  it,  and  out  of  hatred  to  the  Chinefe  d^mlAy  then 
reigning. 

Numherof     About  one  third  part  of  the  city  hath  fince  lain  wafte; 

*vejjels,  the  reft,  however,  is  not  only  well  built  and  inhabited,,  but 
drives  on  a  very  coufiderable  commerce  by  means  of  the  Tang- 
tfe  above-mentioned,  which,  being  a  large  navigable  river,  is 
ever  bringing  in  a  prodigious  number  of  barges  ;  fome  of 
which,  efpecially  the  imperial  ones,  are  nearly  as  big  as,  if 
not  exceeding,  our  middling  veflels.  All  thefe  come  into  that 
river,  from  other  parts  of  the  empire,  by  the  help  of  a  good 
number  of  canals ;  and  in  fuch  quantities,  that  a  flxanger 
cannot  forbear  being  furprifed  at  the  vaft  hurry  that  reigns 
through  the  whole  city;  nor  at  the  prodigious  number  of 
thefe  barks,"  which,  we  are  told,  were  thought  by  fome  of  the 
Jefuits,  and  firft  European  adventurers,  to  have  been  fufticient 
to  form  a  bridge  between  that  capital  and  Europe.  What 
adds  to  the  wonder,  is,  the  riflmefs  of  thofe  vefiete,  not  only 
in  their  coftly  lading,  but  in  their  fine  paintings,  carvings,  and 
gilding,  and  the  vaft  crouds  that  are  fecn  upon  them,  and 
make  it  appear  like  a  great  fair  kept  upon  the  water 


laft  furvey^^hich  Du  H^de  tells 
us  was  taken  of  it,  which  gives 
its  wall  no  more  than  fixty- 
fcVen  Qhineje  X\%,  or  five  league^ 


and  lia|f,  of  twenty  to  a  degree, 
and  about  466  tathom  over, 
which  is  ihort  of  eighteen  oilet- 

(16). 


(i^)  Pu  Ualde,  tinfuf.f.  71. 
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The  ftrects  of  the  city,  though  narrower  by  much  than  Pfeftnt 
thofeof  Peeking,  and  other  CfriVz^  towns,  arc  however  curi- ^^«>M!r«r. 
ouily  paved,  and  confequently  freer  from  diift  and  du-t.  Some 
of  them  are  covered  in  the  middle  with  large  marble  flabs  ; 
and  in  the  fides  vnth  variety  of  pebble  and  other  ftones,  fo  neat- 
ly inlayed,  that  it  would  be  a  delight  to  walk  Jthro'  them,  if 
they  were  not  fo  greatly  thronged  from  mornjpg  to  night.  The  PuihV 
city-gates,  fome  of  the  pagods,  palaces,  arches,  towers,  and  hmldingsi 
other  public  buildings,  appear  quite  fplendid,  efpedally  the 
palace  of  the  viceroy,  who  alwayar  refides  here.  But  the  mpft 
curious  and  (lately  fabric  in  tWs  city,-  is  its  oftagbn  tower, 
which  will  be  more  properly  defcribed  in  the  fequcl,  among 
the  artificial  rarities  of  this  country.     The  number  of  its  in-  Number  (''' 
habitants  is  no  lefs  furpiifing  ;  and  hath  been  computed  by  inhaiit^ 
Dionysus  KaQ,  Father  i>  Ccmpte,  and  others,  to  amount  to  ants. 
two  millions  of  fouls, "  cxclufive  of  its  great  garrifon  (QJ. 
The  tribute  which  it  pays  to  the  crown,  and  the  cuftoms  for 
impoi^  and  ex|)orts,  come  to  an  immenfe  fum  :  but,  befides 
thcfe,  the  city  fends  every  year  to  Pe-king  five  large  vcfleU 
laden  with  the  fineft  fiU^  clothes,  and  other  rich  commodi- 
ties, in  order  to  ingratiate  itfelf  with  theTir^jr  monarchs  (R), 
and  to  fecure  the  proteftion  of  its  commerce. 

NoTHif*G  is  more  pleafant  than  the  territory  about  this  Territory 
city,  which  not  only  abounds  with  aU  neceflaries,   but  is  about  it. 

(QJ  We  mull,  however,  ob-  daufe   the  emperors    bear  the 

ferve,  that  fome  later  writers  dragon  in  tJieir  arms,  are  fo  re-       •  ' 

have  ftrock  off  near,  half  that  fpefted,  that  every  vcfTel  is  ob- 

namber,  exclufive  of  its  garri-  liged  to  lower  their  fails  to  them, 

fon,  which  confills  of  40,000  There  is  likewife  another  fett  of 

men,  and  which  the  governor  or  them,  which  go  from  Nan -king 

Keotenant-gcneral  of  the  fouth-  to  Pe-king  every  April  os  May^ 

&n  provinces  is  obliged  to  keep  with  great  qaantities  of  a  pecu- 

up  here  (17).     Du  Halde  hath  liar  fort  of  fifh  caught  in  thii  , 

laid  nothing  precifely  about  it ;  neighbourhood,  and  which  arQ 

fo  chat  the  reader  is  at  liberty  to  covered  withjce  to  keep  it  freih. 

'believe  which  fide  he  will;  but  And,  tho*  thefe  two  cities  are 

to  us  it  feems,  upon  the  whole,  above  600  mil^s  diilant  from    . 

as  if  this  laft  calculation  came  each  other,  we  are  told  thefe 

as  much  too  Ihort  as  the  other  veffels  muft  perform  the  voyage 

may  be  fuppofed  to  go  beyond  in  eight  or  teil  days,  under  «- 

the.  real  mark.  vere  penalties,  that  £{h  being 

(R)  Thefe  veffels,  which  are  rooftly  for  the  emperoB:'&  \M 

^X^^lung-ycheFWj  or  the  (hips  {18). 
of  the  dragon's  c>oathing,  be-  ^ 

1x7;  Comeiilt  di^ign,  ha  JULirtiniert,  &  aU  (i^)  'lidtm  iM»   Dm    . 

Ui  d$,  &at, 
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^    moreover  adorned  with  the  greateft  variety  of  vUlas,  pleafure- 
houfcs,  turrets,  gardens,  orchards,  and  other  embeilifliments, 

Charmng  that  can  heighten  the  profpeft  of  it.     The  moft  deiightful' 

froffe&s.  objeft^  of  all  thcfe  is  a  wood  of  about  twelve  miles  in  com-' 
pafs,  and  planted  with  ftately  pines,  in  the  heart  of  which  Is 
raifed  a  mount  of  a  fufficient  height  to  overtop  them,  which 
is  covered  with  t^nplcs,  and  other  fepulchral  monuments  \of 
the  antient  Chinefi  monarchs.  It  ftands  about  fix  miles  from 
the  city ;  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  it,  on  the  lame 
plain,  is  another  mount,  upon  which  is  raifed  a  fpacious  terraoj 
of  large  fquare  ftc«ies,  with  four  flights  of  marble  fteps,  and, 
oh  that,  a  temple  truly  royal  and  magnificent.  The  roof  is 
fupported  by  two  rows  of  marble  pillars,  finely  carved  and 
polilhed,  twenty »four  feet  high,  and  of  a  prqportionabk  thick* 
nefs  :  every  thing  elfe,  both  within  and  without  the  ftrufture, 
is  anfwetable  to  it.  The  gates  are  lofty,  and  curioufly  carved 
in  bas-relief,  and  inlaid  with  gold  and  fiiver.  Th^  windows 
are  fenced  with  a  fmall  kind  of  wire-net,  of  the  fame  metal ; 
and  fo  furprifingly  fine,  -that  it  can  hardly  be  perceived. 
Wjthih-fide  are  fever al  ftately  thrones,  inriched  with  pearls, 
and  other  precious  ftones  of  immenfe  value,  and  thempft  ex- 
^  ccllent  workmanfhip.  We  omit  many  other  curious  things 
belonging  to  this  city,  both  within  and  without  it,  for  want 

teArned     of  room  ^  ;  and  (hall  only  add,  that  it  abounds  with  men  of. 

^en,  learning  in  all  fcienges,  and  with  many  noble  libraries,  as  well 

as  rich  bookfellers  ihops,  furnifhed  with  the  greateft  plenty 
and  variety  of  valuable  books.  The  paper,  ink,  and  other 
inftruments  for  writing  and  printing,  do  here  excel  all  others 
in  the  empire.  Nan-king  hath  only  eight  cities  of  th?  third 
rank  under  its  jurifdiftlon. 

Having  dwelt  fo  long  on  the  defcription  of  thefe  two  ce-» 
lebrated  capitals  of  the  Chmefe  empire,  we  ftiall  be  much  more' 
brief  in  the  remainder  not  only  of  this,  but  cif  the  other  pro^ 
vinces^  and  content  ourfelves  with  juft  mentioning  what  is 
moft  curious  in  every  one  ;  referring  oXir  readers,  for  a  fuller 
account  of  them,  to  the  authors  laft  quoted  in  the  margin, 

Sii-chew.  2«  TifE  fecond^city  in  the  province  of  Kyang-nan  is  iS^- 
chew,  the  capital  of  the  eaftern  divifion  called  I-tong^  and  is  not 
only  large  and  populous,  aad  rich  enough  to  vie  with  Nan-: 
king  laft  defcribed,  but  is;,  for  its  commodious  and  pleafent 
fituation,  efteemed  an  earthly  paradife.  It  is  compared"  to 
Venicey  on  account  of  the  many  canals  that  run  through  itA 
.    ftreets ;  but  with  thi§  difference^  that  the  one  ftands  pn  th^ 

»  De  hac  vid.  Le  Compt?,  Cor;jeillb,  Martiniep^e,  At? 
j.A«SincnQ  Putct  ambalT,  tQ  China,  Dy  HA^P^f  &  al.plnr. 
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fea,  and  this  in  frefh  water.    The  canals  ai*e  capadoQS  enough  Site  9n^ 
to  cany  the  largefl:  barges,  and  are  contiaually  croudedwith/''^  'wa- 
them.     Su'chewy  like  fume  others  in  CMna,  may  be  reckoaed  '^'*' 
three  cities  ;  one  of  which,  within  the  walls,  is  computed 
above  foiir  leagues  in  compafs  ;  another  in  the  fuburbs,  which  Vaftnum- 
extends  a  great  way  on  both  iides  of  the  canals ;  and  a  third  her  of^efi^ 
in  the  barks,  which  are  fo  many  floating  houfes,  ranged  onfr^^- 
the  water  in  feveral  rows,  above  a  league  in  length^  many  of 
w:hich  are  e<jual  in  bulk  to.  our  third-rate  flups  ^ 

The'  temtoryaboutit,andof  thecitiesunderitsjurifdiftion.  Commerce! 
is  fertile  and  delightful,  rich  and  opulent ;  atid  all  carry  on  a  . 
confiderable  commerce  not  only  with*  other  parts  of  China^ 
but  with  Japan,  from  which  this  province  is  divided  by  a  nar- 
row cbwel,  which  the  trading  vefTels  commonly  <;rofs  in  two 
or  three  days,  with  a  fair  wmd.     The  chief  manuftftures  Manufac^ 
here  are  brocades  and  embroidery,  which  are  the  fineft  and  tures^ 
cheapeft  in  proportion  in  the  whole  empire.    The  city  hath 
fix  ftately  gates  towards  the  wat^r-fide,  and  as  many  towards 
the  land  :  and  a  ]urifdi6tion  over  one  city  of  the  fecond,  an4  ^ 
feven  of  the  third  rank,  all  of  them  beautiful  and  rich,  and 
about  one  and  an  half  or  two  leagues  in  compafs  ^. 

The  other  cities  of  this  province  have  nothing  more  re- 
markable th?in  what  hath  been  already  obferved,  except  that   ' 
iA  Whay-chewy  whofe  mounts^ins  have  mines  of  gold,  filver,  Mina  of 
and  copper,  and  whofe  territory  is  faid  to  produce  the  beft  gi^d,  &^; 
tea.     That  of  Fong'-yang-f&y  the  birth-place  of  Hong-v^y  the 
firft  emperor  of  the  preceding  dynafty,  was  once  defigned  by 
that  monarch  for  his  imperial  refidence,   and  a  plan  Was 
drawn  for  making  it  one  of  the  npbleft  cities  in  the  empire : 
but  the  unfitnefs  of  the  ground,  fc^^rcity  of  water,  and  other 
reafons,  made  him  exchange  it  for  that  c^  Nan-king^  to  which 
he  removed  his  feat.     It  retains,    however,   fome  nlarks  of 
the  royal  magnificence,  fuch  as  a  ftately  temple,  fome  pagods, 
and  monuments,  which  th^  reader  may  fuid  ia  the  autlior  laft 
quoted.  "  "^ 

The  laft  thing  to  be  mentioned  of  this  provincg,  is  the  TJIanioj 
ifland  of  Tfong-ming,  feparated  from  it  by  a  fmall  chanel  of  Tfong- 
five  or  fix  leagues,     It  is  about  twenty  leagues  long,  and  five  "'^"S  ^', 
or  fix  in  breadth  ;  and  was  formerly  a  barren  defart,  to  which -^^''^^ 
robbers  and  banditti  were  baniftied,   and  left  to  ftarve  :  to 
avoid    this,  neceffity   foon  drove  them  to  cultivate  it  ;  after 
w"  "ch,  fome  poor  Chinefe  families  came  over,  and  helped  t@ 
■'tD    rove  it,  as  far  as  the  ground  was  capable  of  it ;  fo  that 

T  I>u  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p,  74.    Le  Compte,  Martikii^rb 
C   i^HEij-LE,  fub  vop.'&  al.  »  lid.  ibid. 
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Jts  frp'     now  fomc  .fpots  of  it  yield  wheat,  rice,  barley,  and  other 

du^ce*         coarfer  grain ;   cotton,  Umons,  and  other  fruity :    but  the 

greateft  produft  is  fait ;  which  is  here  made  in  fuch  plenty, 

.as  to  ferve  the  inhabitants,  and  is  tranfported  in  vaft  quahti* 

ties  into  the  continent.    This  fait  is  made  out  of  a  fort  of 

. ,  greyifli  earth,  which  grows  difperfed  in  fpots  here  and  there 

on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  of  the  largenefs  of  an 

acre  or  two. 

Another  part  of  the  ifland,  towards  the  north,  pro- 
duces naturally  a  ff*eat  plenty  of  reeds,  of  which  they  driTe 
N         a  confiderable  commerce :   with  fome  of  them  they  build 
very  handfome  country-houfes ;  and  the  reft  is  fold  to  fcrve, 
for  fuel  not  only  to  the  inhabitants,  but  likewife  along  the 
coafts.    Their  other  lands  yield  them  two  harvefts,  the  ©n§ 
In  Mayy  which  }s  of  corn,  rye,  barley,  and  rige ;  and  the 
other  in  Sept  ember  y  which  chiefly  confifts  of  cotton  and  rice; 
which  laft  is  here  moft  curioufly  cultivated. 
Chy  and        There  is  but  one  city  in  the  whole  ifland,  which  Is  of  the 
/^<iv«/,       third  rank,  and  encompaflfed  with  high  walls  fupported  by 
good  terraces,  and  furrounded  with  a  ditch  full  of  water  ;  but 
there  are  in  the  arable  lands  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  villages, 
^  that  they  feem  contiguous  to  each  other.     The  air  is  whol- 
'  fome  and  temperate  ;  and  the  country  pleafant,  but  interfered 
with  a  great  number  pf  canals,  to  prevent  its  being  laid  under 
water  *, 

III.  The  Province  of  Ky3ir)g^Ci 

Kyang-li  T^  bounded  on  the  north  hy  Kyang-nan ;  on  the  weft  by 

de/cribed.         Hu-quang :  on  the  fouth  by  ^ang-tong;   and,  on  the 

eaft,  by  Fo'kyen  2^d  Cheeky ang.     It  extends  itfelf  from  the 

:^4th  degree  and  one-half  to  the  30th  of  latitude,  and  from 

the   iipo  to  the  11 50  10'  of  eaft  longitude.     The  moun- 

•  tains  which  part  it  from  ^ang-tong  and  Fo-kyen  are  almoft 

,     inaccefBWe  and  barren  (S)  ,•  but,  being  once  pafled  over,  dif. 

•  cover 

*  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p.  78,  &  feq,     Lettres  cur.  &  edif, 
vol.  xi.  p.  234,  &i  f(?q.  • 

(S)  The  vaft  ridges  of  moun-  Chinefe  ox  Tartars^    and   keep 

tains  which  run  between  this  themfelves  fo  by  the  inacocffible 

province  and  thofe  of  Fa-iyen  height  and  ruggednefs  of  their 

^nd  ^angtongy  or  Canton^  are  habitations,  which  are  for  the 

inhabited  by  a  rude  and  favagc  moft  part  in  deep  caverns  on  the 

fort  of  people,  who  pretend  to  tops  of  thofe  mountains.    From 

be.  independeat  from  cither  the  thefe  thf  y  come  frecjuently  down 

in 
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cover  very  fruitful  vallies,and  plains  exceedingly  well  improved. 
The  whole  province  is  well  watered  and  fertile  ;  but  is  fo  po-  ///  pafu- 
pulous  withal,  that  the  lower  lands  can  fcarce  fufEce  to  fur-  hufnefithe 
nifh  them  with  a  fufficiency  of  corn  and  rice ;  fo  they  are  caufiof 
forced  to  live  very  parfimonioufly  ;  and  are,  on  that  account, -/^^''^'y^ 
become  the  fubjeft  of  fcorn  and  raillery  among  their  ndgh- 
bours  (T)  :  yet  they  commonly  are  endowed  with  an  excel- 
lent genius ;  and  many  of  them  advance  themfelves  to  the 
highefl  polls' by  their  learning  and  merit*     The  number  of 
people  are  computed  to  amount  to  1,363,629  families,  or 
6,549f8oo  men\ 

The  country  abounds  with  lakes,   brooks,  aad  rivers ;  i^j^gg^  „•- 
fome  of  the  laft  very  large  and  navigable,  particularly  the  ^^^^  &c. 
Catiy  or  ATtfw,  al.  Kyang^  which  runs  through  the  whole  pro- 
vince, and  receives  a  great  number  of  others  in  its  courfe. 
All  thefe  yield  a  great  plenty  and  variety  of  fifti'^,  particularly 
ialmon,  trout,  and  fturgeon  j  and  the  mountains  which  en- 
compafs  it  are  either  covered  with  woods,  or  are  famed* for 
their  minerals  and  medicinal  herbs.  The  lake  called  Po-kyang"  Lakt  of 
h&  is  particularly  remarkable  for  its  largenefs  and  depth,  it  Po-yang. 
being  300  miles  in  circuit,  and  navigable  by  the  largeft  fhips : 

*  Le  Comptis,  Martinibre,  Corneillb,  k  al.      «  Mar- 
tiki,  Corneille;  ^  al. 

in  bands  to  plunder  the  lower  didnefs,  and  for  which  they  ^ve 

grounds ;  but  dare  not  venture  them  the  title  of  mice.    Thd^e 

far  firom  their  dens,  for  fear  of  are  indeed   vaft    numbers    of 

filing  into  the  hands  of  fome  them  ;  who,  not  being  able  to 

of  the  garrifons,  which  are  here  fubfift  at  home,  wander  about 

kept  in  fbong  caftles  in  good  the  empire  under  the  notion  of 

Bombers,  and  from  whom  they  fortune-tellers,  jugglers,  conja- 

UXk  expert  no  mercy.  rers,  &r.  i  and  fome  of  them» 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  who  have  had  a  learned  educa- 

at  different  times  by  the  govern-  tion,  are  taken  into  families 

]neat,either  to  fubdue  or  extirpate  and  ferve  as  tutors    to   their 

thefe  wild  freebooters,  but  as  yet  children..   It  mud  be  owned, 

without  fuc^efs;tho' their reduc-  however,  that  the  generality  of 

tion  would  be  fo  much  more  ad-  ,  the  people  of  this  province  are 

▼antageoas,asthevallies  between  much  given  to  fuperftition,  and 

them  are  very  fruitful ;  and  {omt  hold  the  dodtrine  of  the  tranf- 

of  the  mountains  have  min^s  of  migration  of  fouls  ;  obferve  a 

'>Id>  copper,  and  lead  (19).  number  of  heathenilh  fafts,  and 

T)  The  neighbouring  pro-  many  other  fuch    fuperitidous 

.ces  defpife  them  for   their  fooleries,  above  any  other  pro* 

jgality,  which  they  ftyle  for-  vince  (20). 

rg)  CwieiUe  M*  La  Marti»i<rf^  Dm  Halde,  &  ah         (flo)  Ls  Miartiniert 
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it  IS  fald  to  receive  all  the  rivers  in  the  province  ;-jmd  hath 
its  borders  covered  with  large  towns  and  villages,  wjiieb  drive 
a  confiderable  trade  upon  it.  There  grow  likewife  great  quan- 
tities of  the  ly.en-wha,  or  water-lily,  upon  the  furface  of  it ;  • 
which  plant  we  have  defcribed  in  a  former  note  ^.     What  ren- 
F*n€  fer-   ders  this  lalie  moft  famous,  is,  the  fine  china-ware  that  is 
£ilain  ma-  made  in  ibme  of  its  neighbourhood,  particularly  in  the  town 
mufaSiure  of  King-U-fim,  or,  more  properly,  Kifig'te-chingj  in  ^he  dif- 
n/  King-  trift  of  ZhAU'ckew'fu  ;  and  is  the  fiacft,  moft  in  requeft,  and 
techiDg.  n^g  in  the greateft  quantities,  of  any  in  the  whole  empire. 
The  caufe  df  its  extraordinary  beauty  is  fuppofed  to  be  loroe 
peculiar  4)roperty  in  the  wat?er ;  finoc  we  are  told,  that  the 
fahie  materials  and  workmen  will  not  produce  the  like  in  any- 
other  place ''.  '  X, 
fbatnohle     Tijis  juIUy-famed  borough,  which  is  as  populous  as  moft 
^own  de-    citics  in  China^  and  only  wants  the  walls  to  merit  the  name 
fcrihed.      of  one,  is  computed  to  have  above  a  million  of  inhabitants, 
moftly  employed  in  that  manufafturg ;  the  reft  being  the 
merchants  who  deal  in  that  ware,  whofe  houfes  take  up  a 
great  deal  of  room,  and  who  employ  a  vaft  number  of  work- 
mea  (U).     The  town  extends  itfelf  along  the  banks  of  a  fine 
river,  a  league  aod  half;  thcNftreets  are  long  and  ftrait,  tho* 
rather,  too  narrow,  crouded,  and  noify ;  and  interfeft  each 
other  at  certain  diftances  in  a  very  regular  manner,  and  not 
Numher  of  one  fcrap  of  wafle  ground  is  to  be  fpared  in  it.     They  rec-. 
^furtMcesi    koncd  antiently  but  about  300  porcelain  furnaces  in  the  place, 
which,  we  are  told,  are  now  increafed  to  above  500  ^ ;  th^ 
clouds  of  fmoke  and  flames  erf"  which,  afcending  in  diii^reBt 
parts,  (h^w  at  once  the  length,  breadth,  and  circumference, 

*  See  before,  p.  32.  note  (N).  «  Navaretta,  Le 

CoMPTB,  Martiniere,  Du  Haldj,  &  al.         ^  Du  Halde, 
p.  80,  &  feq.  ^  "        ' 

(U)  They    are  reckoned  to  employmen  found  for  young  and 

confume  in  this  place,  one  diy  old,  ftroug  and  weal^  9.nd  even 

with  another,    io»ooo  loads  of  the  lame  and  blind,  may  get  a 

rice,  and  one  thoufand  hogs  a  living  by  grinding  %f  colours, 

day,  befides  ather  animals,  fifh,  6ff .     There  is  likewife  a  vaft 

fowl,.  ^^.    which  makes  pro-  number  of  hands  kept  employed 

vilions  much  dearer  than  in  other  in  the  barges  that  piy  to  and 

parts  of  this  province;  notwith-  from   this   place,    and    extend 

landing  which,  it  is  become  the  themfelves  in  two  or  three  rows 

refuge  of  an  infinite  number  of  on   the  river,  'foine   mijes   ia 

poor  families ,J who  could  fubfift  Ipngth  (21). 
no-where  fo'  well ;  for  here  is 

{nj  La  Mai  tinkrf  Juk^  v^»    l^  Cmpte,  Du  Halde ^  gf  </, 
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of  ic ;  'whicb,  in  the  night,  appears  like  a  large  city  all  oa 
pfire,  or  like  a  huge  furndce,  with  its  vaft  number  of  vent- 
holes.  ^  Strangers  are  not  a4autted  to  flay^  or  even  lodge  at 
'night,  ^t  JGng-te-chingt  unkfs  fome  rcfponfiblc* perfons  of 
the  town  wiil,anfwer  for  thehr  good  behaviour.     This  regu- 
;  lation,  joined  to  that  which  is  dbferved  day  and  night  in  it> 
^d  which  is  the  fame  as  in  the  great  cities,  keeps  all  things 
UL  gpod  order,  and  fecures  the  place  from  the  attempts  of  an 
infinite  number  of  robbers  g. 

This  province  hath  13  fik%  or  capitals,  which,  with  the  Capital 
diftrifts  of  the  fecond  and  third  order,  under  ^them,  are  as  cities  of 
follow :  Kyang-fi: 

1.  NJNG'SHJNG,  the  metropolis  of  the  whole;  which  i.  N^wig- 
hath  onc.city  of  the  fecond,  and  feven  of  the  third  rank,  un-  Aang. 
&r  its  jurifdiftion. 

2.  ZHJU'CHEWHth  only  ferai  diftrifts  of  the  third  2.  Zhau* 
order,  bcfideij  towns  and  villages  in  great  number.  chew. 

3.  ^ANG'SIN,  which,  though  ii'tuate  in  themidft  of  s-Qgang- 
high  nrountalns,  is  yet  well  cultivated  ahd  inhabited.     It  ma-  fia- 
BokAures  a  good  fort  of  paper,  and  the  beft  candles  in  all 
the  empire;  and  hath  only  feven  diftri^s  of  the  third  rank 
under  its  jurifdiftion. 

4.  NANG'KING,  or  Nm-king-ft^  is  pledfantly  fitnate  4.  NangV 
pn  ihthki^J^e-yang  lately  mentioned ;  and  abounds  with  fifh,  king* 
corn,  rice,  «5rc. ;  anc}  a  kind  of  hemp,  of  which  they  make 
a  good  fumroer  cloth,    Its  jijrifdiftion  extends  only  over  four 
pdes  of  the  tlurd  rank. 

5.  KYEIV'KTJNG  is  lituate  about  four  miles  on  the  5.  Kyew- 
nortfi-weft  fide  of  the  lake  Pe'yang,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  J^yang. 
of  the  famed  nvet  Tang-t/e,  which,  though  here  at  tjie  di- 
fianos  of  near  100  leagues  from  the  fea,  furnifhes  it  with 
plenty  of  falmon,  dolphins,  trout,  ^c.  The  river,  which 
runs  along  die  walls  of  it,  ebbs  and  flows  at  the  new  and 
fpH  moon ;  and  runs  fq  fiowly  thence  into  the  fea,  that  its 
oourfe  is  hardly  percdved.  Our  author  doth  not  tell  us 
what  jurifdi(ftic«i  this  city  hath. 

6.  KrEN-CHANG  hath  but  three  citiesof  the  third  rank  6.  Kyen- 
under  it ;  and  is  only  noted  for  a  good  fort  of  wine  made  of  chang. 
rice,  and  a  kifld  of  linen  much  efteemed,  and  worn  during 
the  fummer-heats. 

7.  FU'CHElVy  or  Fd-chew,  hath  fix  cities  of  the  third  7.  Fu- 
ank.    Its  walls  are  of  a  large  extent ;  yet  it  hath  hardly  chew. 
;o,Q00  inhabitants,  it  having  been  facked,  and  almofl  de- 

9  Dv  fi4^iHE>  ubi  fup.    Ls  CoMPTij  &  al.' 

ftroyed. 
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ftroycd,  by  the  Tartars  in  the  late  wars ;  aad  a  great  part 
c^  its  antient  buildings  lying  in  ruins. 
S.  Lin-         8.  LIN'KTANG  hath  no  more  than  four  cities  of  the 
kyang.      third  rank  under  it.    Its  chief  traffick  confifts  in  orangps,  with 
which  the  furrounding  mountains,  which  are  cut  into  ter- 
races, are  covered,  and  from  whence  they  are  fent  into  the 
neighbouring  provinces. 
A.  Xi-  9-  KhNGAN  hath  nine  cities  of  the  third  rank.     The 

ngan.        KaUy  or  Kyang^  river,  on  which  it  is  fituate,  runs  there  fo  ra- 
pid, among  a  number  of  rocks  which  are  even  with  its  fur- 
face,  that  it  requires  all  the  fkill  of  a  good  pilot,  as  well  as 
ftrength  of  hands,  to  pafs  the  current  fafcly. 
lo.  Shwi-      lo.  SHWI'CHEJV  is  divided  into  two  parts,  or  cities,  by 
chew.        the  river  Kan^  which  have  a  communication  with  each  other 
by  two  ftout  bridges ;  one  of  flone,  with  ten  arches ;  and  the 
other  of  boats,  which  rifes  and  falls  \idth  the  water.     The 
nbrth  fide  is  ftyled  the  mandarin  city,  becaufe  both  the  great- 
and  fmall  of  that  dignity  dwell  in  it ;  whilft  the  other  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  burghers  and  tradefmen.    How  fer  its  jurif- 
diftion  extends,  we  arc  not  told ;  but  it  is  (o  happily  litu- 
ated  both  for  health  and  fertility,  that  it  is  ftyled  (be  happy. 
ii.Yvcn-      ^^*  TVE N'CHU  hatji  only  four  cities  of  the  third  rank 
ch&.  under  it ;  but  is  blefTed  with  every  convenience  of  life,  and 

furni(hes  the  reft  of  the  empire  with  vitriol  and  alUQi»  with 
which  the  country  about  it  abounds. 
ii.Kang-      12.  KANG'CHEW  hath  twelve  cities  of  the  third  rank 
chew.        under  it ;  and  is,  befides,  a  place  of  great  traffick,  as  it  is 
fituate  on  the  river  of  its  name,  which  receives  anodier  at  a 
fmall  diftance;  at  the  confluence  of  which  is  a  large  bridge 
built  with  boats  ;  and,  near  it,  the  cuftom-houfe,  where  vef- 
fels  are  fearched,  and  examined  whether  they  have  paid  duty. 
The  country  about  it  abounds  with  thofe  trees  from  which 
the  gyran,  or  varnifh  for  japanning,  diftils,  and  is  fome  of 
the  beft  that  China  affords. 
13.  Nan-      13.  The  laft  and  moft  fouthern  capital  of  this  province  is 
ngan.        called  Nah-ngan^  and  hath  four  cities  under  it.     It  is  large, 
populous,  and  rich,  on  account  of  the  great  refort  of  veflels 
to  it,  becaufe  all  th«  merchandizes  that  go  to,  or  come  from, 
the  province  of  ^tang-tong  are  obliged  to  land  here :  and 
thus  much  may  fufficf  for  tliis  third  province  **. 

•*  De  his.  vide  Le  Compte,  Corneillk,  La  Maktinier£» 
Du  Halpr,  &  a]. 
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IV.  He  Province  of  Fo-kycn 

1 S  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Tea ;  on  the  weft  by  Kyang-fiy  IV.  Fo- 
■*'  laft  defcribed  ;  on  the  north  by  Cheeky ang:  and,  on  the  kyen  ^- 
fouth  by  ^uang'iong.     It  is  one  of  the  fmalleft  provinces  \nfi^^^^* 
the  empire  ;  and  extends  itfelf  only  from  the  ^30  and  an  half 
to  the  280  20'  of  latitude,  and  from  the  11 40  to  the  118^ 
of  caft  longitude ;'  but  it  is  fo  advantageoufly  fituate  for  navi-  Site  and 
gation  and  commerce,  as  to  be  efteemed  one  of  the  richeft  ;  commerce. 
and  hath  a  great  many  forts  built  along  the  ftiore,  to  defend 
its  coafts.     Thefe  arc  fo  irregular,  by  reafon  of  the  number 
and  variety  of  its  bays,  that  it  gives  the  inhabitants  An  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  with  ftrangers,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  Cbinefe  prohibitions,  of  diamonds,  and  other  pre- 
cious ftoncs,  gold,  quickfdver,  fpices,  amber,  and  other  com- 
modities, of  which  they  make  a  vaft  traffick  and  gain.  They  Vaft  num* 
maintain  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  fhips,  that,  when  the  cmpe-  her  of 
ror  of  China  was  threatening  a  war  againfi  that  of  Japaity  this  Ajf'» 
province  is  faid  to  have  offered  to  rarnifti  him  with  fuch  a 
number  of  them  as  fhouid  be  fufficient  to  make  a  bridge  that 
(hould  'reach  from  one  country  to  the  other.     And  indeed 
moft  of  theh*  mountains,  which  are  here  in  great  number  ( W), 
are  covered  with  f(»efts  full  of  large  and  lofty  trees,  fit  for 
building  of  fhips.    Some  of  them  have  rich  mines  of  iron  and 

( W)  The  Cbinefe  hate  an  ex-  that  every  ftage  or  terrace  from 

cellent  way  of  improving  thefe  the  top  to  the  bottom  is  plenti- 

mountains,  by  cutting  thofe  that  fully    fupplied   with  water  to 

are  of  a  foft  nature  into  the  noun(h  whatever  grain  is  fown 

form  of  amphitheatres  and  ter-  upon  it.  / 

races,  one  above  another,  and  And  hereitmuftbeobferved, 

fowing  them  with  corn,  rice,  that  the  mountains  which  are  ' 

*  fefr.  ;  and,  as  the  latter  only  formed  in  this  fhape,  are  corn- 
grows  in  water,  they  take  care  monly  of  a  foft  nature  :  but, 
to  fapply  each  fuch  fpot  with  it,  where  the  rock  is.  too  hard  to  be 
either  from  the  fprings  that  come  fo  eut,  or  where  the  water  can- 
down  from  the  mountains,  or  no^be  eafily  conveyed  in  the 
fromthofe  of  the  plains,  which  manner  above  mentioned,  they 
they  have  the  art  of  raifing  up  content  themfelves  with  plant- 
to  the  highefl  mountains,  and  of  ing  fuch  mountains  with  variety 
conveying  from  one  mountain  of  trees  for  building,  fuel,  fa^c, 
to  another^  by  pipes  made  of  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
bambo,  which  this  province  foil,  or  their  own  exigencies ;  fo 
takes  care  to  cultivate  in  great  'that  no  fpot  of  ground  on  them 

^     quantities  for  ihat  purpofe  ;  fo  is  left  uncultivated  (22). 

f  22)  Z)<  bit  vid*  Nuvrntfij  Mmrtita,  Lt  Cci^tt,  Martinftrg,  JPm  H4ltU,  & 
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tin,  and  others  of  gold  and  filver ;  but  thefe  t^o  kft  arc  for- 
bidden to  be  opened^  under  paia  of  death. 
Chief  com-      The  commodities  with  which  this  province  abounds,  be- 
mndities.    ftdes  thoTe  already  named,  are,  muflc,   filks»    hempen  aad 
callico  cloths,  fteel,  aad  all  forts  of  utenfils  curiottfly  aiade, 
iic.    Thofe  that  are  imported,  are,  cloves,  cinnamon,  pcppo-, 
'     fander-wood,  coral,  amber,  and  £uch-Uke*    The  CQUBtries  this 
trades  wkh,  are,  Japariy  Fannqfay  the  Philippine  IJlandSy  Sim, 
and  others,  along  thofe  eafiern  coafts.     The  dkaate  b  hot  j 
and  fultry  in  fummer,  but  fereoeand  healthy ;  fo  ttmt-it  pro- 1 
duces  the  fame  grmns,  fruits,  &c.  with  the  othw  parts  of  the  | 
empire,  and  fome  in  greater  perfe6Uon  ;  particularly  oratigeSi  | 
which  are  here  much  larger,  and  of  a  more  beautiful  red, 
and  have,  befides,  a  fine  mufcadine  tafte  and  flavour. 
'Blfiin^         The  people  of  this  province  not  only  fpeak  ji  langn^e 
iaflguage.  .quite  difierent  from  the  Chinefe, ;  but,  what  is  ftill  more  uicoin* 
^modious  to  thofe  tliat  travel  through  it,  every  diftrift  hatha 
dialed  of  its  own :  even  the  mandarin  language,  which  is  tiie 
only  one  that  is  generally  fpoken  through  the  empire,  is  un* 
Formerly    derftood  but  by  few  of  them.    But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
a  fsparate  Fo-kysn  was  formerly  a  feparate  kingdom  ;  though,  whether 
kingdom,    tributary  to  China^  or  no,  we  cannot  learn ;  and  the  prince 
who  governed  it  at  the  thne  of  the  Tartaric  inyaiion,  who  i»^ 
no  lefs  potent  than  courageous,  held  out  againft  tjiofe  inva- 
ders long  after  the  reft  of  the  provinces  had  fuhnutted  %o  their 
yoke.    We  ftiall  fpeak  more  fully  of  that  war  when  we  comfli 
to  the  hiftoricalpart ;  and  only  hint  here,  that  they  were  at 
length  fubdued,  not  by  fuperior  ftrength  or  valour,  but  by 
downright  treachery  ;  and  to  this  day  brook  thdr  fubjcafon 
very  unwillingly ;  and  hence  that  difFereni:e  of  language,  and 
their  ayerfion  to  the  Chinefe.    They  have,  however,  many 
learned  men  among  them,  who  are  not  a  little  fond  of  the 
fciences.     The  reft  of  the  people  are  generally  indiiftrious, 
witty,  and  affable;  but,  according  to  common  report,  g^eQ 
to  aU  manner  of  vices ;  and  notorious,  above  all  the  Chinefe^ 
for  cheating  thofe  they  deal  with.  ^  ' 

FO'KTEN  hathninefu's,  or  cities  of  tlie  firft  rank  (amongflj 
which  they  reckon  Tay-wan,  or  Tayovan,  the  capital  of  thfl 
ifland  of  Formofa,  g(  which  we  ftiall  fpeak  at  the  end  of  thii 
article),  and  fixty  hyens,  or  cities  of  the  third  rank. 
Cafitaljof  The  fu's,  or  cities  of  the  firft  rank,  are,  i.  Fu-ckew,  the 
fo-kycn.  metropolis;  2.  T/wen-chew^  3.  Kyeng-'ning ;  4,  Teng-pingi 
5.  Ting-chew;  6.  Hing-ivhaj  7.  Shau-^;  8.  Chan-chew ] 
9.  Tay-whan ;  to  thefe  may  be  alfo  added  Hya-meUy  or  the  port 
of  J-mwy,  or  Jmoy  ;  and  the  ifland  of  Pong-hu,  which  doti 
likcwife  belong  to  this  province.  , 
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These  cities  are  remarkable  chiefly  for  their  larg^ncfs,  ridi- 
nefs,  and  populoufnefs,  and  fach  other  general  advantag<?s, 
n<5t  worth,  however,    a:  further  defcription ;    what  19  moft 
worth  notice  in  fome  of  them,  is  as  follows  :  TfCjen-chew  is  Tfwen- 
femed  for  a  fine  temple,-  adorned  with  two  ftately  to^vers  built  chew'j 
of  ftone  and  marble,  feven  ftories  high ;  each  ftory  hath  jr  i^^f^fi^^b 
gallery  on  the  outfide,  around  which  one  may  walk,    and  ^^^"■^• 
view  the  beauties  of  the  city  and  country.     It  hath  likewife  a 
bridge^  of  extraordinary  length  and  breadth,    built  with  a 
biackifh  ftone,  and  fupported,  not  with  arches,  but  with  300 
ftone  pillars,  endii^g  on  the  two  fides  with  an  acute  angle,  to 
break  the  force  of  the  ftream.     It  is  faid  to  have  coft  the 
governor  that  built  it  i  ,400,000  <lucats. 

C HANG-CHE  JVy  the  eighth  and  moft  fouthern  city  in  Anohk 
this  province,  is  fituate  on  a  river  which  ebbs  and  flows ;  over  hri^ge, 
which  it  hath  allately  bridge,  of  36  very  Jiigh  arches,  and 
broad  enough  to  admit  of  (hops  on  both  fides,  which  are 
-  ftored  with  all  forts  of  rich  merchandizes,  both  of  China  and 
the  Indies.  Its  vicinity  to  Amoy^  a  place  of  vaft  commerce, 
occafions  a  conftant  traffick  to  be  continually  carried  on  be- 
tween them.  The  neighbouring  mountains  produce  the  fineft 
cryftal,  of  which  they  majcc  buttons,  feals,  figures  of  animals, 

HYA'MEN,  or  the  ifland  and  port  of  A-fntvy^  Emoy,  or  Port  of 

Amoyy  is  one  of  the  moft  convenient  and  fafe  harbours  in  Amoy  dg^ 

all  Indiay  on  account  of  the  road  which  is  formed  by  that  ifland  fcrihed. 

between  it  and  the  continent  5  which  is  fo  deep  and  capacious, 

that  it  can  receive  1000  fliips  of  the,  largeft  fize,  which  can 

come  as  near  to  land  as.  they  pleafe,  and  ride  fafe  from  all 

winds  ;  on  which  account  its  commerce  hath  increafed  to  fnch 

ad^ee,  that  there  is  ciinftantly  a  vaft  number  of  Chinefe 

tranlports  that  trade  from  thence  to  other  parts  of  India ;  and 

Ae  emperor  keeps  there  a  garrifon  of  6000  or  70Q0  men, 

luader  the  command  of  a  Chinefe  general.     Gur  Eaft  India 

.  company  had  once  a^faftory  in  thi^  ifland,  ^hich  hath  been 

fince  removed  tp  ^lang-tongy  or  Canton,  where  the  merchants 

are  better  treated.     Amoy  ftands  in  about  2^0  33^  of  latitude, 

and  115®  50'  of  eaft  longitude.     There  is  a  number  of  other 

iixiaUiflands,  not  worth  mentioning  here,  except  that  of  Pong" 

bAf  and  the  more  large  and  confiderable  one  of  Formofa. 

PONG'HU  is  rather  a  group  of  fmall  iflands,  lying  un*  IJland^and 

cler  the  23d  degree  and  half  of  latitude,  and  117^  of  eaft  P^^  9f 

Ponghu. 

*  De  his  vid.  Dion Ys.  Kao  apud  IfV»randz  Ides,  p.  148,  $c 
leq.  Martini  Atlas«  Le,  Com^te,  La  Martiniere,  Dm 
Ha14B£,  &al« 

'  '     •       5  "•        •  ^  longitude,,       ^   , 
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longitude,  and  forming  a  kind  of  Archipelago  between  thofe 

of  4tnoy  and  Formofa.     Tliey  are  all  rocky  and  barren,  and 

obliged  to  have  all  forts  of  necef&ries,  and  even  firing,  from 

China  or  Formofa :   however,  the  po^t  is  good,  and  fecure 

againft  all  winds,  and  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  fathoms  j 

.  deep.    The  Dutch,  when  they  were  mafters  of  Tay-wan,  built  l 

a  kind  of  fort  at  one  end  of  the  ifle  of  Pong-hA^  to.  guard  the 

entrance  of  it;  of  which  nothing  now  ronains  but  a  few 

ruins,  which  the  Chinefe  call  Hong-mau-chay^  or  the  fort  of  the 

red-haired  men.    However,  this  port  of  Pong-hu  is  thought 

abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  Formofa^  or  rather 

Tay-vjati^  which  at  prefent,  it  feems,  draws  but  feven  or  eif^ 

feet  of  water,  and  is  unfit  for  large  veflels ;  and  therefc« 

there  is  a  literary  mandarin  now  refiding  in  it,  to  watch  the 

{hips  that  pafs  and  repafs  from  China,  and  bring  a  coniidera- 

ble  revenue  to  the  ftate  *". 

JJIandof        But  the  moft  confiderable  of  all  the  iflands  belonging  to 

Forii^o(a«  China,  is  that  commonly  ftyled  by  the  Europeans  Formofa,  of 

Hermofa,  and,  by  the  Chinefe,  Tay-van,  or  Tay-wan^  whicli 

is  fituate  Over-againft  the  province  of  Fo-kyen,  and  is  feverec 

from  it  by  a  chanel  of  about  twenty  leagues,  where  narroweft; 

and  ftretches  itfelf  from  fouth  to  north  fomewhat  above  thi» 

degrees  and  a  half,  that  is,  from  the  22d  to  the  25<>  40' 

being  crofTed  a  little  fouth  of  the  middle,  by  the  tropic  of  Can 

cer.     It  fpreads  itfelf  in  breadth  a  little  more  than  one  dc 

gree,  or  fixty  miles,  that  is,  fi-om  the  11 70  15^  to  i  x8*  3d 

of  eaft  longitude,  where  broadeft  ;  but  is  much  narrower 

When  dif'  c^ch  end.     The  land  lies  high,  and  is  very  mountainous ;  not 

towered      withftanding  which,  and  its  nearnefs  to  China,   it  doth  no 

andfub^    appear  to  have  been  known  to  them  till  the  dynafty  of  AKng 

dued.         that  is,  about  J.  C,  1430  ;  nor  to  have  been  in  the  poflefijoi 

of  the  Chinefe  till  above  two  centuries  after,  even  by  the  Cbinej 

hiilorlans ;  it  being  then  looked  upon  as  a  barren  uncultivate 

country,  inhabited  only  by  barbarians,  and  not  worth  thei 

regard  (X),  cfpecially  as  China  was  then  miferably  rent  b 

their  intefline  wars. 

Abou' 

^  See  Du  Haldb,  ubifup.  p.  90,  &  feq.    Dion.  Kao  apii 
librands,  p.  148,  &  feq.    Candidius  Niewhoff,  ic  al. 

(X)  The  account  which  the    where,  finding  the  country 
Chinefe  hiftorian  gives  us  of  ics    delightful   as    the   inhabitan 


iirtfdifcovery,is,thatoneofthe  were  barbarous,  he  (laid  fo: 

emperor^s  eunuchs,  called  JVan^  time,  in  hopes  of  making  f< 

fart'pau,  returning  home  from  difcorcries,    which  ^  might 

the  wed,  was  driven  open  it ;  worti|  carrying  to  his  malEer 
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About  the  eiid  of  the  year  1620,  a  Japanife  fquadrbn.Japaners 
landing  on  the  ifland,   the  commander,  thinking  it  worth  ^^^dat  it, 
conquering,  left  part  of  his  itien  there,  with  orders  to  get  ^»^^^^« 
what  intelligence  they  could  to  forward  his  defign.     Npt  long  ^^^^"^^^' 
after,  a  Dutch  {hip  was  driven  into  it  by  a  ftorm,  in  its  courfe 
to  and  from  Japan  ;  and  landed  in  it,  the  Japanefe  being  in 
no  condition  to  oppofe  them ;  and,  finding  the  country  to  Thetrftru^ 
their  liking,  and  very  commodious  for  trade,  did,  by  a  fubtle  tagem. 
ftratagem,  obtain  leave  of  them  to  build  a  houfe,  which  was 
Hot  to  contain  more  ground  th^n  an  ox-hide  would  inclofe  : 
but,  having  cut  the  hide  into'  very  narrow  thongs,  gained 
ground  enough  to  build  a  large  fort,  which  they  called  Caftel  Fortk 
Ze/andia,  Jnno  1634.     The   Japanefe  highly  refented  the 
treachery,  when  they  found  that  the  fort  made  them  ma- 
ilers of  the  only  paflage  by  which  a  large  fhip  could  enter 
the  ifland  :  but,  whether  they  found 'themfelves  too  weak  to 
rcfift  them,  or  whether  they  heard  no  more  of  their  com- 
mander, or  on  fome  other  difcbntent,  they  left  them  mafter 


$ho*  all  the  benefit  he  reaped 
from  his  inquiries,  was  only  the 
kuowl^ge  of  fome  few  plants 
and  medicinal  herbs,  which  have 

been  ufed  in  China  ever  fince 
with  good  fuccef^. 

^  The  next  was  the  commander 
of  a  Chinefe,  fquadron,  named 
Tu'ta'ye<w^  who,  in  his  cruife 
on  the  eaflern^fea,  had  a  bloody 
•ngagement,  J.  C.  1564,  with 
acoriair,  who  had  feized  on  t}ie 
ifland  of  Po»g-hii;  and,  after  five 
hours  iharp  conieft,  had  forced 
him  to  retire  towards  the  ceming^ 
on  of  the  night.  Lin-tau-kyen, who 
commanded  the  corfair,  thought 
of  havii^refreihed  his  troopsan 
that  ifland,  and  to  have  renewed 
the  onfet  the. next  morning  ;  but 
foand  the  entrance  into  i;  block- 
ed up  by  part  of  Tu-ta-yenv^s 
fquadron,  whom  that  experi- 
enced commander  had  fent  on 
that  errand:  fb  that,  finding 
h  s  men  too  much  weakened  and 
ii  tiinidated  to  force  an  entrance 
i  to  the  port»  he  judged  it  more 


prudent  to  deer  his  courfe  to- 
wards Formofa,  Yu-ta-ye^  pur- 
\  fued  him  thither  ;  but,  being 
unacquainted  with  the  entrance 
iato  the  port,  and  finding  thd 
fea  too.  (hallow,  he  returned  to 
the  ifles  of  Pong-hu^  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  them,  and  left  a 
ftrong  garrifon  in  the  port.  The 
news  of  his  fuccefs  were  re- 
ceived at  court  with  joy,  and  a 
literary  mandarin  was  fent  from 
thence  to  govern  thofe  iflands. 

In  the  mean  tihie  Lin-tau' 
kyerty  who  was  landed  in  Far^ 
mofa  (which  the  Chinefe  hifto-» 
rian,  quoted  above,  fays,  was 
then  uncultivated,  and  inhabited 
by  barbarians),  ifinding  it  not 
anfwerablc  to  his  ambitious 
views,  maflacred  all  the  natives 
that  fell  into  his  hands  j  and, 
by  an  unparalleled  piece  of 
inhumanity,  made  ufe  of  their 
blood  to  caulk  his  Ihips ;  and 
failed  thence  to  ^ang-tong^ 
where  he  fooii  after  died  mifer- 
ably  (23). 
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of  it,  and  returned  home*  This  is  the  account  we  have  of 
their  iirft  fettlement  there,  partly  from  the  European  ^, 
and  partly  from  v their  gwn  writers  ;  to- which  we  flisdl  only 
add,  that  the  Dutchy  finding  themfeives  now  fole  mafterjrf 
the  ifland,  the  natives  not  being  in  a  condition  to  oppefe 
them,  buLlt  a  new  fort,  with  four  demi-baftions,  over-agial 
that  of  Zelandiuj  by  which  they  quite  fecured  the  entrafla 
into  the  port.  How  they  were  afterwards  driven  out  of  i^i 
and  that  ifland  ;  or  at  leaft  the  weftern  part  of  it  became,  wMi 
the  reflof  the  Chinefe  empire,  fubjeft  to  the  Tartars,  will  be 
befl  feen  4n  the  hiftorlcal  part.  It  is  now  time  Xo  fay  feme* 
thing  of  the  ifland,  and  its  inhabitants. 

The  coafts  of  it  are  rocky,  and  high  all  around,  and  widi* 
out  any  harbours  or  creeks  to  come  into  it ;  which  makes  *i 
ftrong  by  nature,  and  difficult  to  be  invaded,  there  being  bH 
one  bay,  viz.  that  of  Tay-ivan,  which  is  at  the  month  of  ij 
river>  at  which  any  fhip  of  bulk  may  approach  it ;  and 
is  fo  narrow,  and  fo  well  defended  by  forts  and  high  rocks 
each  fide,  that  there  is  no  entering  it  by  furprize ;  tho*,  wb 
the  fliips  are  once  got  in,  they  are  fafe,  and  ibeltered  from 
winds.     The  climate  muft  of  courfe  be  Very  hot  in  fummc^l 
when  the  fun  is  vertical  over  it ;  but,  as  it  lies  high  from  the 
fea,  the  air  is  moflly  ferene  and  healthy,  and  the  fultry  hcufe: 
allaybd  by  conflant  breezes  which  fan  it  on  ,all  fides.,   Tk 
foil  is  moflly  mountainous,  efpecially  on  the  north  fide ;  am 
yet  is  fertile  enough  to  produce  a  more  than  fufficient  quaiifi| 
of  rice,  which  is  here  ufed  inflead  of  wheat,  to  fupport  il 
inhabitants,  befides  a  great  variety  of  excellent  fruits,  hWi 
of  them  unknown  to  us ;  as  the  bananas,  ananas,  papa] 
goyavas,  cocoes  :   others  fuch  as  ours,  but  vaftty  finer, 
peaches,  apricots,  figs,   grapes,  pomegranates,  chefnuts, 
fome  of  the  finefl  citrons  and  oranges.     It  likewife  produ( 
feveral  forts  of  fpices,  phyfical  and  other  herbs  and  roots, 
gr^at  plenty  of  fugar,  tobacco,  tea,  and  other,  plants, 
much*  greater  plenty  and  variety  might  the  ifland  produce, 
were  the  natives  ingenious  and  induftrious  in  cultivating  and 
improving  every  fpot  to  the  befl  advantage,  like  the  Chinefe: 
but  the  men  are,  it  feems,  above  minding  agriculture,  as  fit 
only  for  women  and  flaves ;  whilft  hunting,  fowling,  and  other 
fuch  manly  fports,  are  their  chief  exercife  and  delight,  thd 
country  abounding  every-where  with  all  manner  of  gamebl 
They  have  fome  large  rivers,  which,  though  not  of  any  lengthJ 
yet  furnlfh  them  with  plenty  of  fifh.     Theil*  mountains  ta^ 


*  See  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p.  90,  &  feq.     Dion.  Kao  ap 
Ifbrand^  P*  H^*  ^i^%*    Cakpidivi  Nwwiivff^  k  al- 
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rich  mines  of  gold,  filver,  Copper,  and  fulphur :  this  laft  in  Rich 

fuch  great  abuijid^nce,    that  it  makes  the  ifland  liable  to  mina^ 

;  frquent  and    dreadful  earthquakes.     The   valiies   afford 

'  plenty  of  pafture  for  .their  cattle,  oxen,  iheep,  goats,  hogs, 

and  deer  of  various  kinds  ;  and  the  woods,  we  are  told  by  Btafts* 

:  £)me  authors,  are  no  lefs  infefted  with  tygers,  leopards,  and 

|:  other  wild  creatures,  of  the  furs  of  which  the  natives  make  sL^ 

coafiderable  tra<fick.     This  is  the  account  we  have  o(  the 

i  ifland,  not  only  from  fome  of  our  Europeans^  but  likewife 

fix)m  the  Chinefe  writers :  but  thefe  extiqnd  it  only  to  that  part 

of  it  which  is  under  their  dominions,  -^hich  they  ftyle  the 

•northern ;  but  which  is  at  bed  but  a  finall  and  inconfiderable 

\  flip  of  it,  in  comparifon  to  the  whole,  as  the  reader  may  fee 

rby  the  account  and  map  which  the  Jefuit  miiEonaries  have  fioce 

[givemis  of  it,  in*a  letter  to  Father  Du  Halde^  written  j^nno 

171^,  and  publifhed  by  him  in  his  Recueil^  Anno  1720  f  I 

fiom  ,whkh  it  plsdnly  app^rs,  that  the  Chinefe  dominions  in  it 

extend  but  little  more  than  three  degrees  along  the  coafts ;  ahd 

ikt  a  few  leagues  to  the  inland,  which  is  interfered  all  the 

[way  by  high  and  inaccefSble  mountains^  over  which  they  never 

.venture  to  pafs^ 

As  to  the  fouthem,  and  by  far  the  largcft,  part  of  theTifoChl- 
.  ifland,  ve  much  queftion  whether  they  have  any  knowlege  of  nefe  ac^ 
A.   However,  they  have  ventured  to  defcribe  it,  and  its  in-  ^^»»'  ^/ 
Itthitants,  after  their  ufual  way  5  the  onfe  as  a  rocky  barren  ^'P^* 
"WiHemefs^  and  the  other  as  fo  many  wild  favages,  but  ohe^^^ 
[Tee  removed  from  brutes.     But,  as  their  Angular  contempt 
all  other  nations  gives  us  but  too  much  reafon  to  think 
ir  account  of  tKe  latter  to  be  exaggerated  to  their  diTad- 
^tage,  and  with  a  defign  perhaps  to  mfinuate  as  if  the  whole 
pand  had  been  much  alike  till  the  former  became  fubjeft  to 
hem^,  we  fliall  give  the  remainder  of  their  contemptuous 
•iftnre  of  it  in  the  margin  (Y) ;  and. go  on  here  with  what 
Ifc  find  moil  worthy  of  erecKt  on  this  head. 

SuRfi 

t  Lettres  edif.  &  curieuf.  Vol.  xiv.  p.  16,  k  feq.  • 

(Y)  The  Chinefe  divide  this  above  j  but  the  other  they  re- 
nd into  two  parts,  which,  prefent  as  barren,  wild,  and  in- 
ray,are  fevered  ^y  fuch  high  habitrd  only  by  barbarians  giveii 
es  of  mountains,  that  they  to  all  manner  of  yices^  ahditran* 
thardly  any  communication  gers  to  even  the  moft  common 
;  with  another.  The  one,  virtues,  and  without  any  tracea 
'Mis  neareft  to  China^  and  of  religion  or  morality.  Ac- 
^  fubjed  to  It,  they  defcribe  cording  to  their  accounts,  thefa 
f  the  manner  wc  have  done  live  in  poor  cottages  made  of 

l>  z  4ix€ 
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7be  inba-  SuRE  it  is  that  the  CJnnefe  writer  often  quoted  (who,  by 

bitants  the  way,  mak^s  no  fuch  diftinftion  between  the  northern  and 

defcribid.  fouthern) 


dirt  and  bamboes,  and  covered 
w^th  ftrawy  raifed  on  a  kind  of 
terrace  about  three  or  four  feet, 
wide,  and  built  in  the  form  of  a 
tunnel  inverted ;  the  largeft  of 
them  from  thirty  to  forty  fee?  in 
diameter,  and  with  particion- 
walls ;  all  of  •them  without 
chairs,  benches,  tables,  beds, 
or  any  'kind  of  moveables.  In 
the  midft  is  a  kind  of  hearth,  or 
£re- place,  raifed  about  two  feet 
from  the  ground,  where  they 
drefs  their  diet,  which  is  com- 
monly rice,  and  other  fmall  grain; 

.  arid  the  game,  which  they  either 
kill  with  their  arrows  or  darts, 
at  which,  tho'  they  arc  of  the 
plaineft  make,  they  are  fo  ex- 
pert, that  they  will  (hoot  phea- 
fatots,  and  other  birds,  with  as 
much  certainty  as  we  can  with 
a  gun ;  or,  which  is  dill  more 
furprifitig,  which  they  catch  by 
dint  of  running,  they  being 
fwifter  of  foot  than  the  fleeteft 
horfes. 

They  are  no  lefs  flovenly  in 

'  their  diet  than  in  their  houfe- 
furniture,  having  neither  diflies, . 
fpoons,  plates,  trenchers,  or  any 
thing  to  put  their  victuals  in,  ex- 
cept a  piece  of  wood,  or  mat,  out 
of  which  they  feed  themfelves 
with  their  paws  like  monkeys. 
They  eat  their  flefti  and  fi(h 
half-raw,  and  their  beds  are 
only  the  leaves  of  fome  trees 
common  to  their  country,  with 
which  they  litter  their  bed- 
chamber, and  fo  lay  themfelves 
down  to  fleep.  Their  whole 
apparel  is  a  fingle  cloth,  which 
covers  them  from  only  from  the 
waift  down  to  the  knees ;  but. 


in  lieu  of  other  Unery,  they  have 
a  much  mere  coftly  way  of  ad-, 
oriiing  their  bodies  than  the 
proudeft. of  our  beaux  and  belleSi 
njix,  painting  or.  imboffing  oa 
their  bodies  the  figures  of  beads, 
birds,  plants,  &f  c.  the  operatioa 
of  which  puts  them  to  fuch  ex* 
quifite  pain,  that  it  would  in  all 
likelihood  kill  them,  were  the 
complete  ornament  to  be  putoa 
at  once  ;  to  prevent  which,  th^ 
take  up  feveral  months,  or  even 
a  whole  year,  to  go  through  it} 
fo  that  they  muft  be  contentd 
to  undergo  every  day  fame  con* 
fiderable  torture,  to  obtai^  thai 
finery,  anddiftinguiQi  themfelvfl 
from  the  vulgar  :  for  it  is  ndl 
every  one  that  is  permitted  tti 
wear  thefe  marks  Of  didin^oi, 
but  only  fuch  as  have,  in  dil 
judgment  of  the  mod  confident 
ble  men  in  their  canton,  or  vit 
lage,  excelled  in  fome  maoU 
exercife,  fuch  as  hunting,  roi 
ning,  ^r.  whilft  the  rett  ma 
be  content  with  fome  few  fcaii 
over  their ^  faces,  arms,--  lf\ 
They  are  all  allowed,  howevei 
to  blacken  their  teeth,  wear  bdi 
in  their  ears,  bracelets  aboi 
their  wriils  and  elbows ;  collai 
and  necklaces  confiding  of  fevi 
ral  rows  of  fmall  grains  of  dil 
ferent  colours,  with  coronets  q 
the  fame  round  their  heai 
which  commonly  end  on  the 
with  a  large  tuft  made  of 
feathers  of  cocks,  pheafani 
£sff .  which  they  pick,  and  fti< 
up  with  great  care.  So  th; 
^according  to  our  author  (24I 
whoever  can  form  an  idea 
thefc  fantaflical  ornaments 


C24;  Dii  Hatde,  uhi  fuf.  p,  %%,  &  ftf. 
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fouthern)  ^ves  the  whole  country  in  general  a  much  higher 
charafter,  when  he  fays,  that  it  is  a  very  beautiful  ifland, 
naturally  fruitful,  and  blefled  with  a  ferene  and  healthful,  as 
well  as  temperate  airj  extraordinarily  well  fituate,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Japariy  China^  and  the  Manillas^  and  capa- 
ble of  carrying  on  a  confiderable  commerce  eaftward  and 
weftward ;  it  being  poffible  for  fhips  to  fail  to. and  from  it 
the  whole  year  round  ^ ;  and,  as  to  the  charafter  of  the  Na- 
tives, even  of  thofe  that  are  ftill  unfubdued,  Du  Halde  gives 
us  a  jfhort  relation  out  of  their  Chinefe  accounts,  which  ts 
far  more  to  their  advantage  than  to  that  of  theii;  polite  inva* 
ders,  and  as.well  worth  inferting  here. 

TiTE  Chinefe,  fays  the  account,  who  knew  there  were  gold  A  horrid 
mines  In  Formofahdore,  they  fubdued  it,  went  in  fearch  oi  inftance  9/ 
them  as  foon  as  they  got  po/Teflion  of  it.     But,  as  they  found  Chinefe 
none  in  that  part  of  which  they  were  matters,  they  refolved  treachery^  ^ 
\    to  examine  the  eaftern  part,  where  they  were  aflured  they 
'  lay:  but,  being  unwilling  to  hazard  their  lives  in  croffing 

•  the  high  mountains  that  parted  them,  they  equipped  a  fmall 
h  fhip,  to  go  thither  by  fea.     The  inhabitants  received  them 

With  furprifing  kindnefs,  ofiering  them  houfes,   provifions, 

aftd  all  forts  of  affiftance.     They  continued  there  eight  days ; 

but  /Hil  found  all  their  inquiries  after  the  mines  to  prove  in- 

dfeftual  (whether  by  the  fault  of  the  interpreter,  who  might 

'    perhaps  have  apprifed  the  natives  of  their  defign,  or  elfc 

k.  through  their  own  politic  fear  of  giving  them  caufe  of  fufped*-  * 

fc  ing  them,  whom  they  knew  to  be  but  too  jealous  of  the 

I  Chinefe  power) ;  fo  that,  of  all  the  gold  they  came  in  quefl 

r  of,  they  found  none  but  a  few  ingots  lying  in  the  cottages,  bf 

I   which  the  poor  people  made  no  account.     But  thefe  proved 

*  a  dangerous  temptation  to  the  Chinefe ;  who^  vexed  at  their 
ill  fuccefs,  refcived  at  leafl:  to  get  at  them,  though  by  a  moft 

^  inhuman  ftratagem  ;  and,  having  equipped  their  fliip,  by  the 
help  of  thofe  hofpitable  natives,, ^o  furniftied  them  with 
all  neceflaries  for  their  return,  they  invited  them  to  a  great 
entertainment,  by  way  of  acknowlegen^ent  ;  and,  having 
made  them  all  drunk,  cut  their  throatg  whilft  they  were 
afleep,  carried  off  the  ingots.   The  confeqjience  of  this  bloody 

^  Dion.  Kao,  ubi  iiip. -p..  149. 

'the  body  of  a  man  of  a  (lender  two  or  threis  fcpt  long,  and  co- 

eafy  ihape,    olive  complexion,  vering  him   from  'the  waift  to 

with  fleek  hair '  hanging  negli-  the  knees,  will  have  a  true  pig- 

gently  over  his  flipulders,  and  ture  of  a  native  of  the  fouthcm 

^l  kis  clothes  a  piece  of  linen  part  oi  Formfa, 

D  3  treachery 
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Severity    treachery  was,  that,  the  news  of  it  bring  fpread  through  the 
rpvengei.  caftern  part  qf  the  ifle,  they  all  armed,  and  entered  into  the 
northern  part  belonging  to  the  Chinefe^  and  maflacrcd  man, 
woman,  and  child,  without  mercy,  and^fet  fire  to  fome  of 
their  habitations.     From  that  time  thefe  two  parts  of  the 
ifland  have  b^en  at  conftant  war  with  each  othqr  °* ;  and  hence 
moft  likely  it  is  that  the  Chinefe  give  them  fo  difadvantagcous 
and  undeferved  a  cha^after. 
European      The  European  writers  have  not  been  more  favourable  to 
wuniers      them;  and  CandidiuSy  the  chaplain   to  the  Dutch   fadory 
account  ^there  (whom,  by  the  way,  Niewhoff^  and  moft  of  the  reft, 
Formofa    j^^yg  either  copjed,  or  taken  moft  of  their  accounts  from  him, 
€ip/urd.      ^jjj  Yth  out  what  appeared  too  abfurd  to  be  credited),  and 
who  pretends  to  have  refided  fome  time  among  them,!  hath 
painted  them  even  in  more  difagreeable,  tho'  different  colours, 
than  the  Chinefe.     The  reader  may  fee  thefum  of  what  they 
fay  of  them,  and  of  their  religion,  cuftoms,  ifc.  in  the  mar- 
gin (2)t     What  the  Chinefe  add  concerning  that  part  which  i$ 

fubjeft 

■  Du  Halqe,  ubi  fupra,  p.  87. 


(Z)  According  to  Candidiust 
jrttd  his  followers,  the  formofans 
are  tall,  ftout,  and  fwarthy,  rude 
and  barbarous,  and  go  quite 
naked  fix  months  in  the  jf^ear. 
They  have  neither  religion, 
Jaws,  nor  mdral  virtue  ;  though 
others,  likely  upon  better  evi- 
d^ce,  have  fince  reprefented 
them  as  polite,  affable,  and  in- 

Sebious,  and  covering  theirmidv 
le  parts  with  a  girdle,  when 
the  hot  feafon  doth  not  permit 
them  to  wear  ajiy  other  cloath- 
ing.  Their  women,  who  are 
ftill  n^ore  modeft,  wear  a  fhort 
petticoat  about  their  thighs,  and 
^  fhort  cloak  about  their  fhoul- 
dcrs  ;  which,  however,  they 
make  np  fcruple  to  pull  off  three 
or  four  ^ime*  a  day,  to  wafh 
themfelves  at  their  own  doors. 
They  are  fmalier  of  ftature,  and 
le(s  fun -burnt,  than  the  men, 
and  agreeable  enough  in  their 
perfons  and  temper.  Men  may 
mkrry  two  or  three  of  them, 


but  hot  till  they  are  fifty  years 
old  :  neither  arc  their  wives  fuf^ 
fered  to  bring  forth  children 
till  they  have  palTed  the  thirty- 
feventh  year  of  their  age.  If 
any  of  them  be  found  pregnant  • 
before  that  time,  the  juibus,  or 
prieftefs  (for  they  have  no  priefts 
m  the  ifland},' is  fent  for,  and 
obliged  to  flamp  upon  their  belly 
till  they  mifcarry. 

This  is  the  account  Candidius 
gives  of  that  unnatural  cuflom  ; 
of  which  it  is  hardly  needful 
to  obferve  the  abfurdity',  fmce 
fuch  an  unnatural  violence  woul^ 
wholly  incapacitate  thofe  fe- 
males from  pregnancy  long  be- 
fore the  thirty  Seventh  year  of 
their  age:  befides,  it  is  well 
known,  that,  in  thofe  hot  climes^ 
women  begin  fo  early  to  bear 
•  children,  Siat  they  feldom,  if 
ever,  have  any  after  the  thirti- 
eth year.  However,  otir  au- 
thor, if  you  will  credit  him,  , 
gravely  aiTiires  us,  that  he  had 
conv^ed 
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fubjcft  to  them,  is  as  follows  :  Thefe,  being  lituatc  fomc.  dc-  Their 
grecs  more  northward,  cover  themfclves  with  the  Ikins  oi^'fi- 
flags,  which  they  kill  in  hunting,  and  of  \^hich  .they  make 
themfelves  a  fort  of  coat  without  fleeves.  *  They  wear  a  bon- 
net made  of  the  leaves  of  bahanas,  in  form  of  a  cylinder, 
■which  they  adorn  with  coronets  placed  one  over  another,- and 


ccunverfed  with  one  of  diofe  wo- 
men, ^ho  had  been  forced  to 
fttbmit  to  this  unnatural  cuftom 
fevenceen  times  ;  but  told  him, 
that  fhe,  having  now  attained 
w  her  thirty -feventh  year,  was 
in  no  fmall  hopes  of  becoming 
the  real  mother  of  fome  children 

The  ceremonies  ufed  towards 

their  dead  are  no  lefs  flrange 

and  unnatural.     They  neither 

bury  nor  burn  them  j   but  lay 

their  bodies  to.  dry  over  a  flow 

fire,  made  under  a  kind  of  low 

fcaffold  made  of  bamboes,which 

canfes  the  body  to  give  a  moll 

di/agreeable  fmell.     From  this 

ceremony,  which  lalts  full  nine 

days,  they  proceed  to  the  next, 

which  is,  to  wrap  up  the  dried 

corps  in  a  mat,  arid  lay  it  on  a 

higher  fcaffold  raifed  within  the 

hoofe,  over  which  they  rear  a 

kind  of  canopy  mad^  of  (hreds 
pffilk,  cotton,  linen,  fffr.  It 
is  left  to4ie  in  that  date  till  the  ' 
tKiti  year,  when  they  take  it, 
or  what  is  left  of  it,  down,  with 
fome  kind  of  folemnity,  and 
depofit  it  in  a  proper  place  un- 
der- ground.  At  each  of  thefe 
three  ceremonies  an  entertain- 
ment i«  made  to  the  relations 
and  friends,  accompanied  with 
mafic,  dancing,  fcfr.  at  which 
the  jebufes,  or  priefteiTes,  are 
Tikewife  invited  to  a6t  their  an- 
tick  part. 
Thefe  prieHefTes  are  rather  a         .  \ 

(%S  )  Candid*  Defcript  laful  Ftrmof.         fzSJ  Id,  /*•  Niewbof,  M.tchteren,  & 
«/.    Kid,  (^  Da  HaldeZng.  ^.  87,  4f>f» 


kind  of  jugglers,  wko,  in  their 
worfhip,  which  coniiUs  in  the 
facriiice  of  fome  hogs,  deer, 
rice,  £*fr.  work  themfelves  into 
a  kind  of  phrcnfy  by  their  fongs^ 
indecent  poftures,  invocations, 
£5rV.  after  which,  they  pretend  . 
to  fee  fb-ance  vifions,  to  tell 
fortunes,  to  foretei  the  weather, 
drive  away  evil  fpirits,  tff .  all 
which  is  readily  believed  by  the 
people.  And  in  thefe,  and  fome 
other  fuch-fike  fuperfbtious  ce- 
remonies, our  authors  tell  us, 
coniifls  all  their  religion,  and 
without  the  leaft  lign  of  their 
having  any  notion  of  a  Deity  : 
tho'  others,  with  much  greater 
probability,  aflnre  us,  that  they 
have  temples  and  idols  in  al- 
pioil  as  great  number  and  va- 
riety as  they  have  in  China ; 
and  if  what  fome  add,  of  their 
laying  a  pitcher  or  vefFel  of 
clean  water  near  the  dead  bo- 
dies, for  the  fool  to  come  and 
wafh  itfelf  every  day,  be  true, 
they  mufl  be  allowed  to  have' 
alfb  fome  imperfedl  notion  of 
its  immortality,  and  of  its  being 
in  fome  flate  of  blif$  or  punifh- 
ment ;  which  fome  tell  us  they 
believe  to  confift,  the  one  in 
thejr  being  removed  into  fonie  . 
placfs  full  of  all  mariner  of  re-: 
freflinients ;  and  the  other,,  in 
their  being  confined  to  others, 
full  of  all  ma:nner  of  filth, 
flench,  and  mifery  (26). 


D4 


faftenei 


56  the  Hijiory  of  OApa.  B- 1. 

fafteaed  with  very  narrow  bands,  or  little  locks  of  hair,  of 
variQus  colours ;  an4  the  top  they  adorn  with  a  deft,  or  tuft 
of  feathers,  like  thofe  in  the  fouth.     The  drefs  df  the  women 
differs  but  litde  from  that  of  the  men,  except  in  their  coats 
being  fomewhat  longer  and  finer,*  and  their  head-tire  a  little 
more  bedecked  with  finery. 
Wife  ivay      In  their  marriages  they  are  lefs  barbarous  than  the  Chinefe  : 
9/  court'    for  they  neither  buy  their  wives,  nor  fufFer  the  parents',  or  go- 
/:>ip  and     betweens,  to  fettle  the  bargain,  without  the  liking  of  the  par- 
marriage,  ties  moft  concerned ;  but  every  young  couple  chufe  each  other, 
without  regard  to  fortune,  famil)^  or  any  inducement /-but 
reciprocal  afFeftion  and  liking,  their  parents  having  fcarce  any 
hand  at  all  in  the  match.     The  Courtfliip  is  commonly  begun 
by  the  young  man  ;  who  goes,  at  the  head  of  fome  muficians 
with  their  inftruments,  and  ferenades  the  lafs  he  hath  taken 
a  fancy  for,  at  her  own  houfe,  for  feveral  d^ys.     l£  ftie  ap-? 
proves  of  him,  flie  goes  out  without  any  farther  ceremony, 
and  fettles  the  terms  with  him  ;  and  both  acquaint  their  pa- 
rents with  them,  who  then  prepare  a  marrlage-feaft  for  them. 
This,  contrary  to  moft  other  nations,  is  done  at  the  bride's 
father's,  which  the  new  fon-in-law  from  thenQpforward  looks 
upon  as  his  own,  and  himfelf  as  the  fupport  of  it,  never  re- 
turning more  to  his  father's  houfe  but  as  a  vifiter.     Hence  the 
.  parents  look  upon  daughters  as  greater  bleffings  than   ions, 
becaufe  they  procure  fons-in-law,  which  become  the  fupport 
of  their  old  age.  ^  ♦ 

^o'vern-  ^^  their  way  of  government,  they  ftill  retain  fome  of  tliieir 
^nt.  antient  form,  notwithftanding  their  fubjeftion  to  the  Chinefe  ; 
each  town  chufmg  three  or  four  of  the  antienteft,  or  of  the 
greateft  repute  for  probity  and  wifdom,  ^  to  be  their  judges, 
to  determine  all  caufes  and  differences  that  arife  among  theni, 
abfolutely ;  and  if  any  one  refufe  to  fubmit  to  their  dedfion, 
he  is  immediately  driven  out  of  the  town,  without  hopes  of 
ever  being  re-admitted  into  it ;  qor  d^res  any  other  receive 
him. 

From  that  time  the  Chinefe  have  divided  their  lands  into 
three  hyens,  or  diftridls  of  the  third  rank,-  each  under  a  par- 
ticular governor,  and  other  officers,  fubordinate  to  that  of 
the  capital  of  Tay-'u^ariy  as  this  laft  is  to  the  viceroy  gf  Fo-kyen^ 
fr-ihute.  ^^^  metropolis  of  the  province.  The  tribute  they  ps^y  tq  th^ 
Chinefe  court  confifts  chiefly  in  rice,  and  the  fkins  or  tails  of 
flags,  and  other  fuch  commodities  as  theifland  affords;  to 
levy  which,  there  is  in  every  town  or  diftrift  a  Chinefe  offixxx^ 
who  learns  their  language,  and  ferves  as  aii  interpreter  to  the 
mandarins.  And  both  thefe  treat  them  with  fuch  tyranoy  and 
^ppreffion^  as  cjuite  tires  their  jpatieace :  infomuch  that,  of 

twelve 
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twelve  diftrifts  that  were  fubjcft  to  them ,  on  the  fouth,  three 
of  them  have  fince  revolted,  driven  their  interpreters  away ; 
and  united  themfelves  to  their  eaftern  countrymen,  who  live 
free  from  tribute  and  foreign  fubjeftion.  The  Chinefe^  how- 
ever, pretend,  that  many  other  cantons  have  fubmitted  them-' 
felves  to  the  prefent  emperor,  and  that  they  are  in  hopes  that 
the  reft  wiU  in  time  follow  their  example.  However,  it  pl^nly 
enough  appears  from  the  map  that  was  fince  made  of  their 
dominions  in  it,  and  publifhed  by  the  Jefuits  Anno  1720  *, 
that  they  have  rather  loft  than  gained  ground  in  it ;  and,  from 
all  that  we  have  hitherto  met  with,  that  they  were  never 
mafters  of  one-eighth  part  of  it.. 

We  may  add,  that,  notwhhftanding  its  vicinity  to  Chinas  fJo*w  and 
it  doth  not  appear  that  it  was  difcovered  till  about  the  year  '^^^  ^f' 
1430,  in  the  reign- of  the  emperor  A'v^n-//,  of  the  Ming  dj- ^^^^^^^ 
nafty,  when  the  eunuch  Owan-fan-pao,  in  his  return  from  a 
voyage  into  the  weft,  was  caft  upon  it  by  a  ftorm.  Here  find- 
hig  the  country  inviting,  tho'  the  people  feemed  to  him  fome*  ' 
what  favage,  he  ftaid  to  get  what  intelligence  he  could  of  the 
idand,  to  bring  to  that, monarch  ;  but  to  no  purpofe ;  and 
all  he  could  bring  away  from  thence,  was  only  a  few  phyfi- 
cal  plants,  which  have  continued  in  great  vogue  among  the 
Chinefe  ever  fince  f.  How  they  came  afterwards  to  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  it,  will  be  more  properly  feen  in  their 
fubfcquent  hiftory.  In  the  m.ean  time  we  will  conclude  the 
charafter  of  thefe  iflanders  in  the  remarkable  words  of  our 
author  ".  They  are  ftyled  barbarians,  by  the  Chinefe ^  yet 
appear  to  have  truer  notions  of  wifdom  than  fome  of  their 
philophers.  One  finds  among  them,  even  by  their  own  con- 
fi^ffion,  neither  cheating,  thieving,  quarreling,  nor  any  law- 
fuits,  except  agdnft  their  interpreters.  They  praftice  all  the 
duties  of  equity  and  mutual  benevolence ;  and  whatever  i« 
given  tp  any  of  them  muft  not  be  touched  by  him^  till  thofc, 
who  fliare  an  the  labour,  partake  of  the  wages. 

As  to  their  religion,  we  fiiail  only  add  to  what  hath  been  ^ome 
faid  in  the  laft  note,  what  fome  Dutch  writers  affirm,  that  many  l^otch 
of  thofe  iflanders  had  been  converted'  to  Chriftianity  during  ^***^^^' 
the  ftiort  time  of  the.  Dutch  faftory  at  Tay-ivan  o.     And  Du  ^^^^^ 
Halde  accordingly  tells  us,  that,  upon  the  Chinefe  coming  thi-'  ^^* 
th?r,  they  found  feveral  of  them  who  underftood  Dutch,  read 
their  books,*  made  ufe  of  their  characters  in  writing,  ^nd  had 
fome  fragments  of  Scripture  in  the  fame  language  ftill  ia 

•  Lettr.  cur.  &edificat.  recueil  14.  p.  18,  &  feq.  t  W. 

•  ibid.  p.  56.  °  Du'Halds,  ubi  fup.  p.  90.  •.  Cas- 
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their  iiandsl  Thefe,  fays  the  fame  authpr,  worihip  no  idcds, 
and  even  abhor  every  thing  of  that  nature.  They  neither 
perform  religious  worftiip,  nor  fay  any  prayers;  yet  we  have 
met  with  fome  of  them  who  had  the  knowlege  of  one  Su- 
preme Being,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  in  three  Perfons, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft.  They  likewife  knew  that  our 
firft  plrents  were  called  Adam  and  Eve  ;  and  that  they  had, 
by  their  difobedience,  brought  down  the  anger  of  God  on 
thcmfelves  and  their  pofterity  ;  and  that  recburfe  was  to  be 
had'  to  baptifm,  to  wafti  out  that  ftain.  They  were  Bkewife 
acquainted  with  the  form,  of  that  facrament,  tho'  they  could 
not  tell  whether  they  had  been  baptized,  or  not.  Thus  far 
Du  Halde  p. 
Tay-wan  We  ihall  conclude  the  account  of  this  ifland  with  a  dc* 
ih'dejcri'  fcription  of  its  capital,  and  its  commodious  harbour.  We 
^^'  have  alceady  taken  notice,  that  it  was  called  7iy-iyaw,  or 

^        T^qyQvariy  and  was  one  of  the  nine  fu's,  or  capital  cities,  <rf 
the  province  of  Fo-kyen^     It  is  large,  populous,  and  well- 
built,  and  drives  a  confiderable  commerce ;  infomuch  that  it 
is  reckoned  little  inferior  to  moft^  cities  in  China.    It  abounds 
Commodi'  with  all  forts  of  commodities  and  provifions,  either  of  its  own 
ties.  produce,  or  which  are  brought  thither  from  other  countries ; 

fuchasrice,  corn,  fugar,  wine,  tea,  tobacco,  fait,  and  a  kind 
Fine  of  dried  venifon,  much  admired  by  the  Chintfe.     The  ftreets 

Jireets*  are  ftrait  as  a  line ;  and  covered,  jduring  the  feven  or  eight 
hot  months  of  the  year,  to  keep  off  the  heat  of  the  fun. 
They  are  not  above  thirty  or  forty  feet  wide ;  but  all  well 
paved  and  clean,  ahd  fome  of  them  about  three  miles  long. 
ShopSf  &c.  All  the  houfes  on  each  fide  belong  to  dealers,  whofe  ftiops- 
are  ftored  with  all  forts  of  rich  goods,  fuch  as  filks,  china- 
ware,  japan-work,  gold  and  filver  utenfils^nd  trinkets,  ifc. 
all  ranged  in  a  moft  delightful  manner,  in  which  art  the 
Chinefet^cd  ;  fo  that  thefe  ftreets  look  rather  like'  the  galle- 
ries of  our  exchanges,  where  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  fliops 
richly  furnifhed  ;  and  would  be  viewed  with  greater  pleafure, 
'  were  they  not  fo  continually  thronged.  Both  the  Tartars  and 
Chinefg  live  in  this  and  the  other  two  cities  very  peaceably  ; 
and  more  of  the  latter  would  in  all  likelihood  come  over,  and 
fettle  in  it,  if  the  former,  jealous  of  their  becoming  too  nu- 
mcrousi  and  fhaking  off  the  yoke,  did  not  prevent  it  (A)- 

There 

f  Candidiu^,  Nieuhoff,  &  al. 

,(A)  There  is^no  doubt  but    this  ifland  would  induce  a  much 
the  commodious   fituation    of    gfeater  iiumber  of  Chinefe  fami- 

fies 
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There  is  \Skewik  a  good  number  of  natives  Aat  live  amongf 
them,  but  they  are  moft  of  them  fcrvants  to  the  other  two. 

The  city  of  Tay-wan  hath  neither  walls,  nor  any  fortifi-  Ganifin 
cations,  but  is  defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon.    The  Tar^f^^^'* 
tars  have  in  the  ifland  no  lefs  than  10,000  horfe  and  foot, 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant-general  and  two  majp^* 
generals,  and  a  proportionable  number  of  other  officers,  who 
are  all  duly  changed  every  three  years,  or  of tener,  if  nc«d  re- 
quire it.    The  two  other  hyens,  or  cities  of  the  third  rank, 
are  Fong-Jhau  and  Chu'h^  which  are  moftly  inhabited  hjChi' 
nefes,  and  kept  under  by  a  fufficicnt  number  of  troops.  They 
have  likewife  fomc  confiderable  villages.;  but  no  forts,  ex-  Ngan- 
cept  that  of  Ngan-ping^  fituate  at  the  foot  of  the  caftle  of  pingy^'*. 
Zelandia^  and  inhabited  by  about  400  or  j[oo  families.   The 
garrifon  of  it  amounts  to  2000  men,  under  the  command  of  i 
major-general. 

The  port  is  pretty  good,  and  ftieltcred  from  a)l  winds,  P#  y 
i)ut  the  mouth  of  it  becomes  every  day  more  and  more  difficult. 
Ithad  formerly  two  entrances ;  theone  called  Ta^kyang,  where 
the  greateft  (hips  might  ride  with  eafe  ;  and  the  other  Lo^tdh" 
meiiy  where  the  bottom  is  rock,  and  hath  not  above  nine  or    , . 
ten  feet  of  water  at  the  higheft  tides.     The  firft  of  thefe  is  iicem^aU 
now  become  iipprafticable,  feme  places  not  having  above  five  ^J^H/h. 
feet  of  water,  and  thofe  where  it  rifes  higheft  not  above  feven,  ^^/^^ 
and  is  moreover  choked  up  by  the  fea  rolling  daily  frefli  quan- 
tities of  fand  into  it  ^  :  to  which  we  may  add,  what  a  modern 
traveller  was  told  there,  that  the  Tartars^  after  their  conqueft 
of  Chifia^  ordered  this  harbour  to  be  fpoiled,  to  prevent  the 
CUne/ey  then  in  rebellion  againft  them,  from  fortiryring  them-     - 
felves  in  it ;  and  commanded  the  fordgn  merchants  to  come 
and  trade  in  the  maiii '.     But  the  Dutch  formerly  entered  the 
port  by  that  way ;  at  the  entrance  of  which  they  had  built 

9  Dv  Haldb,  ubi  fupra,  p.  88.  &  al.    ,  '  See  Dam** 

•?iia's  voyage,  vol.  i.  p<  421.        * 

Hes  to  come, and  fettle  in  it,  for  it.    The  reft  are,  on  the  con* 

the  fake  of  traffick;  but,  as*  trary,  very  careful  to  examine 

that  cannot  be  done  without  a  allpaiTengersthatgoto,  orcome 

particular  paflport  from  the Ci^/-  from,  the  ifland;  leH,  if  they 

nefi   mandarins,    nor  this    hi  Ihould  become    too    powerful 

obtained  without  giving  fome  there,  they  fhould  fcize  on  it, 

fufficient  fecurity  to  them,  there  and  caufe  fome  great  troubles 

arc  very  few  who  venture  to  in  the  empire  ;  and  it  is  to  pre* 

{rant  them,  except  fome  of  the  vent  it,  that  they  maintain  the^ 

npacious  ones,   who  do  it  an-  fuch  a  number  of  forces,   to 

^haad,  and  are  well  paid  for  keep' them  in  awe. 

K  the 
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the  two  forts  laft  mentioned,  to  prevent  cith«-  Chinefe  br  Ja- 
fanefe  veflels  coming  into  it.  * 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  for  the  ifland  of  Formofa ;  in  the 
defcription  of  which,  we  have  wholly  overlooked ,  a  fabulous 
account  of  it  written  in  EngUJh,  and  trandated  into  other  lan- 
guages about  forty-nine  years  ago,  by  a  pretended  native  of 
the  place,  and  convert  to  Chriftianity  ;  but  in  fnch  a  romantic 
.  ftyle,  and  fraught  with  fuch  monftrous  abfurdities,  as  if  he 
had  rather  defigned  to  ruin,  than  to  eftablifh  the  credit  of 
\  it.     Our  chief  motive,  therefore,  for  mentioning  it  here,  is, 

that  that  author,  who  is  ftill  in  England^  having  long  lince 
ingenuoufly  owned  it  to  be  a  vile  forgery,  to  his  acquaintance, 
and  within  thefe  few  years,  in  print,  in  a  late  geographical 
work  f  ;  and  exprcfled  a  defire  that  thofe,  who  had  read  that 
work,  (liould  know  what  judgment  .to  make  of  it,  from  his 
own  free  confeffion  ;  we  thought  it  would  not  be  unfervice- 
able  to  the  public,  to  hint  thus  much  of  it  here,  till  that  more 
full  account  come  out  which  he  hath  written  concerning  that 
fliameful  impofture,  and  the  fatal  means  by  "which  he  was 
unwarily  drawn  into  it ;  and  which,  he  there  tells  us,  he  de- 
figns  to  have  publi(hed  after  his  death,  when  there  will  be 
lefs  caufe  of  fufpe^ting  him  of  having  difguifed  or  palliated 
the  truth. 

V.  The  Province  of  Che-kyang,  or  Tfe-ki^n. 

f he  Pro-   THIS  province,    formerly  the  refi(Jence  of  fome  of  the 
^tnce  of  anticnt  monarchs,  and  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  on 

Che-ky-    account  of  its  maritime  lituation,  extent,   riches,  and  popu- 
'  ang  de-      loufriefs,  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  Fo-kyen,  laft  defcribed  ; 
Jhibcd,      on  the  north  and  weft  by  Kyang-nan  and  Kyang-Ji ;  and,  on 
theeaft,  by  the  fea.     It  extends  itfelf  from  the  27th  to  the 
31^  20'  of  latitude,  and  from  116^  to  almoft  120^  of  eaft 
longitude,  according  to  the  meridian  of  Paris,     The  climate 
of  it  is  ferene  and  healthy ;  and  the  inhabitants  very  ftout 
and  numerous,  amounting,  according  to  their  regifters,  to 
Fertility     i>242,i35  families,  or  4,525,700  men.     It  is  fo  rich  and 
andopu'    fertile,  that  the  Chinefe  fay  of  it,  that,  next  to  Nang-king^ 
lence^         this  is  the  paradife  of  arts,  and  the  paradife  of  tlie  gqds.% 
on  account  of  its  plentiful  flow  of  all  things.  The  country  is 
fo  beautifully  variegated  with  well  cultivated  mom>tains,  fruit- 
ful vallies,  and  plains,  that  there  is  not  a  fpot  in  it  which  is 

t  See  the  Complete  Syftem  of  Geography,  partii.  p.  251. 
»  Kao,  ubi  flip.  Martini,  Lb  CoMPTjE,  Martini£re,  Du 
Halde»  &^. 
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not  turned  to  advantage.  It  is  moreover  interfered  by  a 
multitude  of  rivers  and  canals,  the  laft  cut  wid«  and  deep, 
and  lined  on  both  fides  with  fome  hewn  ftone ;  the  plains  of 
which  on  both  fides  have  a  communication  with  each  other 
by  a  Vaft  number  of  bridges ;.  fo  that  one  may  travel  through 
the  whole  province  either  by  land  or  water ;  and  the  many 
fprings  which  fall  down  from  the"  mountains  and  large  lakes, 
with  which  it  abounds,  Contribute  no  lefs  to  its  fertility. 

But  their  greateft  manufafture  is  that  of  filk,  which  is  fi/oih  fi/i 
here  the  fineft,  and  more  richly  and  curioufly  wrought  with  nianufac- 
gold  and  filver,  than  in  any  other  province ;  and  yet  is  fo  tun.  . 
•cheap,  that  a  good  filk  fuit  will  coft  lefs  than  one  of  the  mod 
ordinary  cloth  in  Europe.     The  tribute  they  pay  of  it  to  the 
emperor  is  faid  to  amount  to  370,466  pounds  of  raw,  and 
2574  of  wrought,  befides  fome  other  quantities  of  the  fineft,  fei^ 
as  a  prefent  to  the  court,  by  the  imperial  barges  called  Lung- 
y-chenv.     What  is  fent  befides  from  this  province  into  others 
of  the  empire,  and  what  is  exported  into  Japan,  the  Philips 
pine  yidnds,  India,  and  Europe,  amounts  to  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity, notwithftanding  their  having  ftill  a  fufficiency  left  to  fup- 
ply  their  owA  wants  at  fo  cheap  a  rate.     The  truth  is,  the  trnprvoe-- 
uiabitants  employed  in  it  are  not  onlv  very  numerous,  but  mmt  on  it. 
have  an  excellent  genius  at  cultivating  and  improving  every 
branch  of  that  manufafture  from  firft  to  laft ;  and  as  expe- 
rience hath  taught  them  long  fince,  that  thofe  worms  yield 
the  fineft  filk  which  are  fed  on  the  tendereft  mulberry-leaves, 
they  take  fuch  care  to  have  a  conftant  fupply  of  young  dwarf 
-mulberry-trees  for  that  purpofe,  that  they  are  able  to  produce 
thfe  greateft  quantities  of  that  Idnd. 

This  province  is  famed  for  making  the  beft  hams,  and  for 
the  great  quantities  of  candles  which  they  make  from  a 
certain   tree  called  U-kyevj-mu,    or   tallow- tree,    of  which 
we  (hall  fpeak  among  their  natural  rarities.     They  have  like-  Curious 
wife  here  a  curious  ftirub,  with  a  fmall  white  flower,  not  plants  and 
unlike  our  jeflamin,  but  with  more  leaves ;  and  of  fuch  fra-  Jl<nnjers^ 
grancy,    that  one  fingle  flower  will  perfume  a  large  room, 
fome  fay  a  whole  houfe.     Thefe  (hrubs  are'  in  fuch  efteem 
among  the  Chinefe,  that  they  cultivate  them  with  the  fame  Qare 
as  we  do  orange  and  other  exotic  plants,  to  preferve  them 
from  the  rigour  of  the  weather.     Some  parts  of  Che-kyang 
produce  fuch  infinite  quantities  of  muftwooms,  that  they  fend 
them,  falted  and  dried,  all  over  the  empire ;  and  thefe,  when 
they  ha^e  been  foaked  awhile'  in  water,  refume  their  freflx- 
VX&  and  tafte  a$  if  they  were  newly  gathered. 

The 
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Fifi.  The  lakes  and  rivers  yield  great  variety^  of  exoelleat  fiih, 

particularly  the  golden  one,  which  will  be  defcribed  amoog 
the  natural  rarities,  and  the  fineft  crayfifli  in  all  the  country. 
Smhoes     This  pro^dnce  likewife  produces  the  greateft  quantities  of 
bamboes,  there  being  in  fome  parts  whole  forefts  of  them. 
Thefe  are  very  large  and  hard,  and  of  vaft  ufe  to  the  Chinefit 
and,  though  hollow  within,  and  divided  into  joints,  are  very 
ftrong,  and  will  bear  a  great  weight.    They  are  eaCly  flit 
into  thin  flips,  of  which  they  make  their  mats,  box.es,  combs, 
ifc. ;  an4,  being  hollow  from  end  to  end,  are  likewife  ufed 
cither  to  convey  water  from  place  to  place,  or  for  telefcopes, 
or  to  ferve  as  tubes,  cafes,  and  other  fuch  utenfils.  The  whd^ 
country  is  not  only  e^ery -where  cultivated  to  the  beft  advan- 
tage ;  but  the  plains  are  interfedled  with  a  vaft  tiomber  ^ 
Canals*      canals,  which  fwarm^  as  well  as  their  rivers,  with  multitudes 
of  veflels  of  all  forts  and  Czes,  fome  of  them  beautifully  carved 
and  gilt  without,  and  neatly  furnifhed  within.     The  inhsJ^it- 
*  ants  are  ingenious,  polite,  and  courteous  to  ftratigers,  hot 
are  reported  to  be  horribly  given  to  fuperftition  •. 
^     CHE'KYANG  hath  eleven  capital  cities,  or  cities  of  the 
"firft  rank,  and  feventy-feven  of  the  feCond  and  third  raokj 
belides  eighteen  fortrefles^  moft  of  them  upon  the  fea-coafb, 
and  large  and  populous  enough  to  pafs  in  other  countries  for 
confiderable  cities,  to  which  we  may  add  a  prodigious  number 
of  large  towns  and  villages. 
Gtiesof         The  chief  cities,    or  fu*s,  are,   i  ^  Hang-cheiv  :    2.  Kya* 
thefirft      htng;    3.  Hu-chew ;    4.  Ning-po;    5.  Shaw -king ,-  6.  7iy*' 
ratii*   .,    chew ;.  7.  Kin-wha ;   8.  Kyu^chew ;  9.  Teh-cheWy  or  Nyenr 

chew;  10.  Wen-clyew i  11.  Chu-chew. 
Haxig-  \.^HA^NG'CHEWy  the  metropolis  of  the  province,' and, 

chew  di'  according  to  the  Chinefe^  the  paradife  of  the  world,  is  00c 
fcrihtd.  of  the  largcft,  moft  populous,  beft  fituate,  and  richeft,  of 
.  Emwty ,  the-empire.  Its  circumference,  which  is  almoft  oval,  is  com- 
puted near  twelve  miles,  befides  the  fuburbs,  which  are  of  * 
inhabit'  ^  prodigious  extent  :  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  which 
ants,  and  anjounts  to  a  million  {B},    The  walls  of  the  city  are  lofty, 

ftrong, 

*  Kao,  ubl  fup.  Martini,  Ls  Comftjs,  Mahtinibrb,  DV 
Halde.  &  al. 


(B)  FatherM/ir//»/ hath  made 
it  pretty  evident  (27),  that  this 
i«  the  "^txy  fame  city  that  Paul 


the  Venetian  had  defcribed  un* 
derthe  name  of  ^in-fay^  and 
particularly  with  relation  to  the 


C'9'l)  Mat  Sintfif.  fiib  S^in-fgy^ 


lOfi^ 
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ftrong,  and  thick  ;  the  ftreets  fair  and  ftrait,  though  narrow ; 
and  the  fhops  richly  and  beautifully  fet  out.  It  hath  a  pro- 
(figious  number  of  bridges  over  the  canals  that  run  thro'  it, 
and  the  greateft  variety  of  arches,  and  triumphal  monuments, 
erefted  to  the  honour  of  mandarins,  and  other  confidcr^ble 

I  officers  of  the  higheft  rank  and  merit ;  all  which  are  beauti* 

f  ftilly  erefted  in  the  piazzas^  and  places  of  greateft  refort.  It 
hath,  befides,  four  large  towers  of  confiderable  height,  ad- 
orned with  galleries,  carvings,  gildings,  &c.  after  the  Chinefe 
manner.  The  commerce  it  drives  in  all  forts  of  commodities, 
bat  cfpecially  in  its  fine  and  rich  filks,  filver  and  gold  bro-  Ricbjiih. 
cades,  ^c.  equals  that  of  the  moft  trading  cities  \  and  both 
town  and  fuburbs  abound  with  plenty  of  all  provifions  :  the 
only  misfortune  it  labours  under,  is,  that  the  waters  of ,  the 

*  caiials,  efpecially  within  the  walls,  are  bad  and  unwholfome. 
But  What  fufBciently  fupplies  that  defeft,   and  f-enders  the  The  wtjl 
fitnation  moft  delightful  and  convenient,  is  a  little  lake  named  ^^^^  ^' 
Sz'hu,  which  is  about  two  leagues  in  compafs,  and  comQsA^^^* 
almofl  clofe  to  the  walls  on  the  weft  fid e  of  the  city,  and  whofe 
water  is  cxquifitely  clear  and  fweet.     The  fides  of  it,  where 

' '  the  water  is  low,  and  covered  all  over,  with  the  beautiful  flower 
'  tyen-*wha,   aWeady  defcribed';  and,    on  the  banks  round 
^bout,  they  have,  reared  upon  wooden  ftakes,  a  kind  of  fa- 
lcons, or  piazzas,  fupported  by  pillars,  and  broad  caufeways 
paved  with  large  fquare  ftones,  for  the  convenience  of  thcie 
'that  walk ;  and  haVe  openings  left  at  proper  places  for  the 
boats  to  pafs ;  and  handsome  bridges  buUt  over  them,|^for 
'paflfengers  on  fbot^  • 

The  lake  hath  two  little  iflands,  whither  the  people  ufu-  Iflands  in 
ally  repair  after  they  have  taken  the  diverfion  of  rowing  in  it, 
their  barks ;  and  where  they  have  built  a  temple,  and  houfcs  , 

of  .recreation.     The  fides  of  the  lake  ^re  likewife  adorned 
with  variety  of  temples,  fine  pleafure-houfes,  and  fome  large     » 
ffionafteries  for  the  bonzas ;  and  more  particularly  with  a 

«  See  before,  p.  32.  (N). 

lo.ooobridgesheaEirmed  it  to  are  fcen  in  the  large  fuburbj, 

I    have  over  the  many  canals  that  and   parts   adjacent,  efpecially 

\  run  thro'  and  around  it  j  which  thofe  about  the  lake  Su  hu,  on 

'number  Martini^   and    others,  the  eaft  Tide  of  which  the  cily  is 

'think  id  not  at  all  exaggerated,  iituate ;  and  which  amount  to 

ifwefuppofe  him  to*  have  in-  fuch  a  vaft  number,  that,  when. 

duded  a  .prodigious  namSer  of  added  to  thofe  of  the  city  and 

triumphal     arfches    built    over  fuburbs,    they   may    be    well 

;     them  in  the  dty,  and  a  vaft  enough  fuppofed  to  amount  to  ' 

multitude  of  Other  bridges  which  the  number  abore-mentioaed. 

'  fmaU 
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fmall  but  delightful  palace,  for  the  ufe  of  the  emperors,  when 
.  they  travelled  into  the  fouthem  provinces  (C). 

Garrtfin.  HANG-CHEW^  as  metropolis  of  the  province,  hath  a 
garrifoQ  of  3000  men,  under  the  viceroy  of  it ;  and  another 
of  700P  more,  under  a  Tartar  general  :•  but  thefe  laft  live  in 
a  large  fortrefs,  feparate  from  the  city  by  a  wall.  The  river. 
Ciew'tang,  which  runs  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  is  conipmcd 
by  fome  two  miles,  and  by  others  a  German  league,  in  breadth  \ 
and  is  always  covered  with  a  vaft  number  of  veflels  of  all  fort$  ;* 
and  both  that  and  the  canals,  efpecially  without  the  wall^ 
with  floating  villages,  in  which  whole  families  live,  and  carry 
on  their  bufmefs.  The  reader  may  guefe  at  the  populouf* 
ncfs  of.  the  whole  city  and  fuburbs,  by  the  confumption  d 
eatables  which  are  devoured  in  it,  of  which  he  may  fee.^a 
ihort  fketch  in  the  margin  (D).  The  laft  thing  worthC  meih 
tioning,  of  this  great  city,  is  the  mountain  of  Ching-ho-an^, 

^f^^jwa'  on^  which  ftands  a  high  tower,  which,  by  the  help  of  a  large  , 

tir-dtal.  "v^ater-glafs  which  is  made  to  turn  the  hand  of  a  dial,  fhews  tbe  1 
hour  of  the  day  at  a  confiderable  diftance ;  the  figures  of  tbe 
hours  being  gilt,  and  about  eighteen  inches  long.  Hang- 
chew  hath  Jeven  cities  of  the  fecond  aiid  third  rank  under  lis 
jurifdiftion,  which,  are  Ukewife  rich  and  opuknt  ;  but  wc 
have  neither  room  to  defcribe  them  here,  ^  or  any  of  the  others 
of  the  firft  rank,  except  that  of 

Ning-po.       NING'PO,  or,  as  the  Portuguefe  call  it,  Lyang-po^  qrii 
LiampOy  which  is  a  handfome  fea-port  on  the  eaftern  fea, 

*  Conf.  Dion.  Kao,  ubi  fupra,  p.  137.  &  Le  Compte,  La 
Martiniere,  Dx>  Halde,  &  al. 

(C)    Thofe  who  have  read  whether  thofe  fumptuous  i!rao- 

MartittVs  fwqllen    account    of  tares  have  b6en  fince  deflroyeS, 

this  lake,*and  its  adjacent  flruc-  or  gone  to  ruin,  which   is   not  j 

tures,  will  find  this,  we  have  for  us  to  decide,   we  have  MlJ 

chiefly  .taken  from  Du  Haldey  to  reafon  to  fqppofe  that  the  lal|»] 

come  vaflly  fhort  of   it :    but  makes  a  better  figure  now,  than 

Father  Li  Qompte  had  already  that  in  which  D»///zA/^  hath  de- 1 

retrenched  fome confiderable  ex-  fcribed  it.  j 

aggerations  of  his  brother  Jefuit,         (D)  It  is  cbmputed  to  amount  j 

with  refpedl  to  its  largenefs;  to  10,000  facks  of  rice    (each' 

and  efpecially  of  its  pretended  fack  containing  as  much  as  will  < 

ftately  palaces,  and  magnificent  fufHce  1 00  men)  and  1 0,000  hogs 

buildings,  which  he  rather  re-  per  day  ;   oxen,  cows,    fhec] 

prefents  as  a  parcel  of  wooden  goats,  fifh,  fowl,  &c.  in   pr 

houfes,  reared  up  either  for  con-  portion  ;    all  which   are    he 

venienceordiverfioh.  Whether,  ibid  very  cheap,  and  eaten  i| 


therefore,  MartinPs  d^fcription    great  quantities. 
wat  defijgnedly  exaggerated,  qr 


ovcr-i 


cver^^agaiaft  the  coafts  of  Jafan  ;  and  ftands  On  the  confia*  Camd^ 
ence  of  two  fmall  rivers,  which  form,  a  canal  thence  to  the 
&a.     The  plain  ground  is  a  kind  6f  fpacious  oval  baron>  tcT- 
minated  by  hills,  which  ^tends  itfelf  a  confiderable  lei^th 
and  breadth,  and  is  exceedingly  fertile.    The  town,  which 
ftands  near  the  centre,  is  encompafled  mth  a  ftrong  wall  of 
£ree-ftone,  and  5074  geometrical  paces  in  ccnnpafs.    Thefe 
have  five  noble  gates,  two  of  which  look  eaftwards,  towards 
die  port ;  befides  two  large  arched  water-gates,  at  which  the 
barges  come  in  and  oot.    The  port  is  defended  by  a  citadel  Cmmirt^ 
built  on  a  very  high  rock,  at  the  foot  of  which  fhips  mnft  ne^^ 
cefl&rily  pafs  within  the  diftance  of  half  a  piftol*fliot«    One  tide 
brings  them  np  along  the  fine  cliaoel  above-mentioned,  which  is  ~ 
here  above  1 50  fatl^ms  wide,  and  every '^where  (even  or  ^ght 
deep.     The  entrance  of  Ning'pOj  however,-  is  difficult,  clpe- 
^Uy  for  large  veffels,  there  being  but  fiftcfeji  feet  of  water 
at  the  bar  in  the  fpring-tides^ ;  but  that  doth  not  hinder  its  nuith  J^S 
carrying  on  a  great  traffick  with  Batavia,  Siam,  and  efpedally  pan. 
Hath  Japan^  Nanga^zaki  being  only  two  days  failing  from  it ; 
aojl  it  was  partly  on  this  account  that  our  Eaft-India  company 
did  once  endeavour  to  have  efbblilhed  a  commerce  with  it. 

About  eighteen  "or  twenty  leagues  from  Ning^  lies  the 
Uland  of  Chevf-Jbon^  whofe  port  is  pretty  good«  bat  not  fo 
convenient  for  trade ;  and  there  it  was  that  our  EngUJh  hiips 
put  in  by  accident,  not  being  able  to  find  out  the  way  to 
Ning'po^  through  the  many  iflahds  that  lie  fcattered  along 
that  coaft:  the  reader  may  fee  the  iQand  defcribed  in  the 
margin  (E).  The  chief  commerce  pf  Ning-pa  confifts  in  the 
fine  filks  which  are  manufa£]bured  in  this  j)rovince«  and  which 
are  exported  into  foreign  parts ;  efpeciaJly  japan  both  raWs 
and  wrought,  together  with  fugar,  drugs,  falt-fiih,  and  fiefli 
(E)  Chewfian,  ^hufan.  Or  well  wailed  and  peopled  \  and 
CbenMf'xan^  is '  about  fourteen  here  it  was  that  oar  Eaft-lndid 
leagues  in  length,  and  three  company  began  to  trade.  Anno 
or  four  in  breadth,  under  the  1700 ;  as  thev  were  not  ^u 
thirtieth  degree  of  latitude,  and  mittdd  to  fail  to  Ntng  po,  the 
between  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  town  having  a  veVy  convenient 
eaft  longitude  from  the  meridian  bay.  There  is  a  great  number 
of  Pe-king,  ft  is  molily  inha-  of  fmall  iflands  round  this  of 
bited  by  Cbinejfi,  who  fled  thi-  Che^-Jhan ;  but  none  of  them 
thcr  from  the  invadingTar/«rj;  wor:h  notice,  except  one  called 
and  fo  well  peopled*  that  it  hath,  Pputo^  which  is  chiefly  famed 
Wearetold,  nolefsthanfeventy-  for  its  great  refort,  on  account  - 
two  cities,  or  large  towns,  feat-  of  fome  extraordinary  worftiip 
'  ed  along  the  coafts,  and  within  performed  there  by  the  idola« 
the  bay  (28).  The  capital  bears  trous  bonzas  (29). 
the  name  of  the  ifland,  and  is 

(%%)  Mas  Stnnfi  fiih'o^,  (29)  V.  ii.    Vid.  &  dtmUU,  tk  hUr  h 

tiW.   Duffalie,  &  sh 

^OD.  Hi$T.  Vol;  VIII.  E  aad 


fertility^ 
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.  (F),  wine>  ifc.  in  lieu  of  which,  they  bring  back  copper, 
filver,  and^gold.  Ning-po  hath  four  hand^fne  cities  undo; 
its  jurifdiftion,  befides  feveral  fortrefles,  which  we  have  "no. 
room  to  dwell  upon ''. 

VL  fbe  Province  of  Hu-quang. 
VI.  Htt-  npHIS  is  the  firft  in  rank  of  the  inland  provinces^  andli! 
quang  de*  A  furroundcd  on  the  caft  by  Kyang-ft  and  Kyang-nan ;  tm 
fcHhed.  the  fouth  by  ^iong-fi  and  ^aang-img ;  on  the  weft  by  ^ey*, 
chew  and  Se*chw€n ;  and,  on  the  north,  by  Shen-Jt  and  Hi^ 
nan.  It  is  a  very  large  province ;  and  extends  itfdf  from! 
24^  45'  to  33^  20'  of  latitude,  and  eight  d^ees  in  weft 
longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Pe-king :  and  the  river  Tang^' 
t/e,  which  croflcs4t  in  the  mfddle,  from  eaft  to  weft,  divides 
it  into  two  parts,  or  viceroyftiips,  the  ncarthernand  thcfoutherfl. 
k  is  hftle  inferior  to  any  Other  pravincc  in  fcrtiiity,  hcahMi' 
ncfs,  and  opul^tlte ;  the  greateft  part  of  it  being  a  rich  flat' 
foil,  interfefted  with  a  number  of  rivers,  befides  the  Yang-tp 
above-mentioned  ;  and  a  vaft  multitude  of  canals,  and  fon» 
confiderable> lakes  (G)  5  all  which  greatly  contribute  to  i» 

''KAO,MARTlNI,LECoMl»TE,MARTlNlERE,DuHAtD*E,ikd.'^ 

(F)  The  people, of  ffing po  figntfying  a'feke,  and  quangll 
not  dhly  "drive  a  vaft  trade  of 
t^is  falt-fiih  and  He(h  abroad, 
but  e&t  it  in  fach  quantities,  that 
it  is  a  common  faying  among  the 
Chine/e,  that  their  bodies,,  after 
death,  cannot  corrupt,  becaufe 
they  have  been  faking  them  all 
their  lives  againft  it  Some  par- 
t!cularexcellcncy,however,there 
jhuft  be  either  in  their  fait,  or 
v>ay  of  faltingthofemeats,which 
preferves  them ,  whilft  alive,  from 
the  fcurvy,  and  other  diieafes, 
which  the  too  frequent  ufe  of 
that  fort  of  food  is  known  to 
caufe  :  neither  is  it  the  fcarcity 
of  other  provifions  that  makes 
them  live  fo-  much  upon  this, 

*  tlie  town  .  abounding  with  as 
great  a  variety  of  others  as  any 
one  in  the  empire. 

(G)  This  province  of  Hu^ 
^ang  feems  to  have  its  natne 
from  thofe  lakes,  or  at  leail 
from  one  of  the  largeftof  them, 
of  which  we  fhali  fubjoin  a 
ihort  defcription  {the  word  Hu 

{2.^  Mat  Sl»iiuf.  fiibvoc^    rid,  or  QQrneille,  Mahinitrty  Du  BauUe,  ^  ^' 

fcf' 


territory).      It  is  eaHed  fp^ 
ting'hu  \  and  is  computed  alMW  • 
400  itoiles  in  ciKuit,.  and  is  iitB' 
ate  vtxy  near  th^  middle  of  tte  \ 
province.     It  hadi  on  the  norths  ; 
caft  end  a  coipmunication  witk. 
the  river  Tang-tfe,  and  with  a 
vaft  number  of  Otheir  rivers  an! 
canals  ;  fo  that  there  is  always 
a  prodigious  quantity  of  veffdi^ 
navigating  to  and  from  it. 

It  is,  however,  apt  to  be  very 
ftormy  and  dangerous  at  foin«'  j 
feafons,  whence  many  confid«r- 
able  (hip wrecks  happen  upon  it. 
One  in  particular  is  recorded  in 
their  hiftory ;  in  which  300  large 
tranfports,  with  50,000  Bi^n» 
periftied  all  in  one  night  (29)., 
In  other  refpefts,  it  is 'not  only 
of  vaft  benefit  to  the  province, 
on  account  of  the  great  com- 
merce above-mentioned,  but  w 
the  prodigious  quantities,of  fi^ 
and  wild-fowl  that  breed  in  ^^ 
about  it. 
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fertility,  and  fiicHitate  its  commerce.    What  mountains  there  Pr^d^M. 
are  in  it  do  Ekewifc  produce  fomething  that  helps  ta  im-ich 
it :  fbme  are  covered  with  ftately  pines,  and  other  trees^  Rt 
for  the  nobleft  ftrufturea  ;  others  abound  with  medicinal  and 
oxher  herbs  and  plants,     ^ome  have  mines  of  cr jftal,  iron,  Un« 

I  tuteaag,  and  other  bafe  metals  j  to  fay  nothing.of  thofe  of  gold 
and  iilver,  which  are  not  permitted  to  be  digged ;  for,  from 
thofe  mountains  is  wafhed  down  fome  quantity  of  gold  by 
the  torrents  that  flow  from  them.  As  for  wheat,  ricci  and 
other  grain^  fruits,  6c.  it  yields  fuch  plenty  of  them,  that 
it  is  emphatically  ftyled  the  granary  of  China,  and  fends  ac- . 
cordii^Iy  vaft  quantities  yearly  into  other  provinces. 

But    the  greatefl  manufafture  of  this  province  is  that  JWiT»«/ac^ 
oi  cotton,  which  grows  and  is  wrought  here  in  vafl  quanti-  /«r/i. 
ties  ;  and  of  a  fort  of  paper  made  of  bamboes,  which  grows 
in  great  plenty  in  the  low-lands.     The  plains  likewife  nourifh 
an  infinite  number  of  a  little  kind  of  worms',  which  pro- 
duce a  fine  wax,  of  which  we  fiiall  fpeak  ia  a  proper  place. 
T*bis  province  was  formerly  governed  by  a  great  number  o^ 
princes,  defcended*  from  the  imperii  family  of  Hong-vti,  who 
made  ajbx}fl.  as  great  a  figure  as  the  Chinefe  emperors ;   but  Antitnt 
t6at  noble  and  numerous  race  hath  been  intirely  extirpated  \yj  princes  ex* 
xi^  Tartars''.  tirfated. 

HU'^ANG  hath  fifteen  cities  of  the  firft  rank,  eight  of 
which  belong  to  the  northern,  and  feven  to  the  fouthern  part 

\  of  it.     The  former  hath  alfo  fixty  of  the  fecond  and  third 

'  rank ;  and  the  latter'  fifty-four,  befides  eleven  military  ones, 
and  odier  fortrefles,  and  towns  and- villages  in  much  greater  .1 

number. 

The  eight  cities  belonging  to  the  northern  part  are,  i.  Vu-  Citfff  of 
fbang:  l.Han-yang:  '^^  Ngan-h ;  ^.  Syang-yang ;  5,  ru/^/i- '^^  «^'*^^- 

\yangi  6.  Te-ngan;  y.  Kin-chew ;  8.  Whang-chrw.  ^^* 

Thos£  belonging  to  the  fouthern  part  are,   i.  Chang-cha^  of  tht 
Ae  capital  of  it;  2.  To-chew;  3.  Pau-kingi  4.  Heng-chev) ; fouthern^ 
5.  Chang'te:  6.  Cbing-chew ;  7.  QCongrchew.  part. 

VU'CHANGj  metropolis  oPthe  whole  province,  as  well  Vu-chang 
as  of  the  Hu-pe^  or  northern  part,  and  the  refidence  of  the  ds/cnbid.  " 

,  governor,  or  viceroy,  is  feated,  as  it  were,  in  the  centre  of  the 
Chinefe  empire;  and,  by  means  of  the- river  1"^72^-(/^,  which 
runs  through  it,  hath  an  eafy  communication  with  every  pro- 
vince of  it,  and  hath  a  great  refort  from  them.  It  fuffcred 
wy  much,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  province,  during  the 
kte  wars,  but  hath  fo  well  recovered  itfelf  fmce,  that  it  is 
hardly  inferior  to  toy  other  in  Chinay  either  for  largenefs, 
*  Kao,  Mahtini,  Le  Cqmpte,  Martinikrb,  Du  Halde, 
It  al. 

f  E  2  populoufnefs, 
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Ofutikci^  populottfneTs^  or  opulence.  Among  other  of  Its  magnsficetit 
.  irajic,kc.  edi&ccs,  it  ftill  fhows  the  fumptuous  palace  of*  its  antient 
princes,  and  five  ftatdy  temples,  famed  for  their  largends  and 
elegance.  The  vaft  concourfe  of  veflek  to  it,  which  are  {e^ 
dbm  fewer  than  8000  or  x  0,000,  and  lie  ranged  foine  miks 
in  length  upon  the  river,  many  of  them  of  a  large  fize,  and 
finely  built,  jdned  to  the  fine  proTpeA  of  the  city,  is,  wheft 
viewed  firom  fome  n»ghbouring  eminence,  efieemed  one  of 
the  moft  delightful  vifla's  that  can  be  im^ned. 

VU-CHANG  fbnds  in  latitude  30^  34',  and  weft  lonp- 
tude  from  Pe-king  2^  15';  and  hath  under  its  jurifdiftion  one 
city  of  the  fecond,  and  nine  of  the  third  rank,  befides  military 
ones,  forts,  ire.  The  refl:  of  the  cities  of  this  proidnce  havt 
nothing  partictdar  worth  mentioning. 


VIL 
Hbnan 
defcribed. 


VII.  tbt  Province  ^/Ho-nan, 

TS  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  thofe  of  Pe-cheU  and  Shan-Jiy .  j 
•*•  on  the  weft,  by  Shen-Ji ;  on  the  fouth,  .by  Hu-quang ;  ioA 
on  the  eaft,  by  Shari'tong ;  it  is  likewife  watoed  by  the  Whan^ 
hoj  which  runs  acrofs  the  north  part  of  it,  firom  weft  to  ea^ 
and  diodes  it  from  Shang-Jt^  and  part  of  Shan-tong.     The 
Chinefe  give,  this  province  the  Axke.  of  Chong-vjha,    or,  the 
Jhwer  of  the  middley  becaufe  it  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  em- 
{rire ;  and,  confequently,  according  to  their  deep  knowlege 
of  geography,  in  the  heart  of  the  world.    It  attends  itfdf 
from  31**  20'  to  37^  of  latitude,  and  from  6"  15'  of  weft  to 
o^  ao'  of  eaft  longitude,  from  the  Pe-king^s  meridian :  fo  that   , 
the  mildnefs  of  its  climate,  joined  ^  the  fertility  pf  its  lands, 
render  it  a  moft  delightful  abode.    The  Chtnefe  affirm,  more-  J 
over,  that  Fo-hi^  the  great  founder  of  their  monarchy,  fixed   ' 
his -court  in  this  province,  whofe  reign,  according  to  fome  au- . 
thors,  began  2592  years  before  Chrift ;  which,  it  true,  would  J 
confirm  the  chronology  of  the  Septtiagint  ^.  But  we  hope  that  \ 
we  have  elfewhere  fufficiently  exploded  that  pretended  anti-  ' 
quity  of  the  Chinefe  monarchy  * ;  and  (hall  fay  much  more  on  j 
the  fubjcft  in  the  lequel. 
Onfi  the        HOWEVER,  it  IS  not  improbable,  that  the  delightfiilnefs  tod  1 
/W/fl/'//'^  fertility  of  this  province  might  invite  fome  of  their  antient 
eMfire.      monarchs  to  chpofe  it  for  their  refidence;  and,  accordingly, 
the  Chinefe  hiftory  affinrts  the  city  of  ICay-fong-fi,  the  metro- 
polis of  it,  to  have  been  the  feat  of  the  empire,  daring  a  long 
iucccifion  of  monarchs,  till  it  was,  at  length,  overflown,  and 


Fertile 
eUmate 

wtdfiil. 


t  Du  Halde,  fab  Ho-nan,  p.  102. 
Hiftory,  'Vol.  xx.  p.  I09»  &  feq. 


•  See  before,  Univ. 
covered. 
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covered  with  fimd  \  by  a  great  inoadation,  of  which  we  Ihall 
fpeak  in  the  fequel.    It  is  indeed  fo  healthful  and  fertile,  that  Gnat 
it  abounds  with  every  thing  iot  life  or  delight.   The  eaftem  plenty. 
port  of  it,  efpecially,  is  fo  rich,  and  well  cultivated,  and  fo 
variegated  with  gardens,  orchards,  pleafure-houfes,  noble  feats»   ,  ^ 

^c.  that  one  may  travel  through  it  above  feven  days  with 
furprifing  delight.  The  weftem  part  is,  indeed,  more  moun- 
tainons ;  but  thofe  mountains  are  no  leTs  rich,  in  £ne  timber, 
variety  of  metals  and  minerals,  plants,  ^r.  and  the  vaft  qnan'*^ 
titles,  as  well  as  variety,  of  corn,  rice,  fruits,  and  other  pro- 
dnA,  which  both  the  hills  and  dales  do  yield,  as  well  as  the 
tribute  the  province  pays  for  them,  and  for  filks,  cloths,  cot* 
loos,  and  other  commodities,  is  almoft  incredibk.  It  is  YikA*  FimJUir* 
wife  famed  for  a  remarkable  lake,  which  draws  to  it  great 
numbers  of  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  filk  manufa^re* 
on  account  of  the  inimitable  luftre  which  its  water  gives  to 
that  commodity.    There  is  likewife,  in  the  neighbourhood  , 

of  the  city  of  Nan-yang^  a  kind  of  ferpent,  whofe  ikin  is 
fpeckled  with  litde  white  fpots,  which  (kin  the  Chinefe  phyfi* 
ctans  infufe  in  a  phial  full  <»  wine^  and  make  ufe  of  the  infii- 
fion  as  an  eiFeftual  remedy  againft  the  palfey  K 

HO-NAN  hath,  befides  fortrefles,  caftlcs,  and  militaryGV^    . 
towns,  eight  dties  of  the  firft,  and  102  of  the  fecond  and 
dtiidrank.   Thofe  of  the  firft,  are,  i.  Kay-fong-fAs  2.  J^#* 
ie-i  3.  Chang'te:   4.  Vekyans   5.  Whay^ldngi  6.  Ho-naft: 
J.  Nan^yang:  8.  Vu^ning. 

KAY'FONC-FU,  ox  Shai-fong^  the  metropolis  of  the  pro- Kay.-fbng 
vince,  and  once  one  of  the  nobleft  in  the  empire,  was  fituate 
in  a  large  fertile  plain,  about  four  miles  and  a  half  from  the. 
Wbang^ho^  or  yemv  river ^  and  in  latitude  34**  52',  and  km- 
^tnde  weft  from  Peeking  i**  56' ;  but  its  low  fituation  boieath 
die  waters  of  that  river  occafioned  its  ruin,  in  1642,  when 
bdng  clofely  befieged  by  the  rebel  Ly^cbuang,  at  the  head  of  i^rtiudL 
100,000  men,  the  general,  who  was  fent  to  relieve  it,  con- 
trived the  fatal  defign  of  drowning  his  army,  by  breaking  the 
great  bank,  which  had  been  reared,  at  a  vaft  charge,  to  pre- 
&rve  the  country  from  being  overflowed  by  that  great  river  (H)* 

His 

•  Vide  Kao,,  ubi  fupra,  p.  128..        ^  Dt  Haxds,  ubi  fup. 
p.  I  OS.  vid.  Sc  al.  fup.  citat. 

(H)  This  river,  it  feems,  rqus  fiblc  the  violence  of  its  waters, 

fo  much  higher  than  the  adja-  their  moiiarchs  had  caufed  Mgh 

cent  lands,  and  had  made  fiich  and  ftron^  dikes  to  be  thrown 

horrid devaftadonftamdng  them,  up  Along  its  ban^s,  the  length 

that,  to  prevent  as  macK  as  po£-  of  aboac  thirty  leagtte«.    Yet 
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His  projeft  fuccecded  indeed ;  but  proved  the  rdin  and  cfe- 
ftruftion  not  only  of  this  noble  capital,  bnt  of  300,006  of  its 
inhabitants,  by  the  violence  and  fwiftnefs  of  the  overflow «. 
Rebuilt.         By  what  is  ftill  to  be  feen  of  i«s  ruins,  it  appears  to  have 
been  thr^e  leagues  in  compafs.     The  annotator  oft  Dmyfius 
Kaoidds,  that  it  had  lain  ever  fince  like  a  pond,  ormoFab; 
fljid  that  all  the  vaft  pains  and  expence,  to  drain  and  refiotett, 
had  proved  (b  unfuccefsftil,  that  the  court  had  given  overall 
further  thoughts  about  it<l.     However,  a  new  one  hathbcdi 
rebuilt  fince  (as  moft  authdrs  tell  us,  on  the  othfcr  fide  of  Ac 
river,  though  Dti  Halde  takes  no  notice  of  this  laft  particular), 
on  which  great  pains  and  coft  have  been  fpent,  to  raife  it  *) 
^     its  priftine  grandeur ;  but  it  comes  ftill  very  (hort  of  it.  Htwf- 
ever,  its  jurifdiftion  is  ftill  very  extenfive,  and  contains  fotir 
cities  of  the  fecond,  and  thirty  of  the  third  .rank.     Theothflis 
have  nothing  particular  worth  our  mentioning  here,  CKd^t 
Ho-tian.    ^J^*^  ^f  Ho'tian^  which,  though  fituate  m  the  midft  dt  mtyrt- 
tains  between  three  rivers,  is  of  late  become  very  confidcrablc, 
,        bot6  for  its  wealth  and  nc^ble  buildings,  particularly  feme 
ftately  temples,  dedicated  to  antient  heroes.  The  Chineje,  who 
called  their  country  the  navel  of  the  earth,  ftiled  this  city  tie 
tenfer  of  the  navel,  becaufe  it  ftands  in  the  center  of  the  em*  ■ 
pire.     It^  diftrift  extends  over  one  city  of  the  fecoad^  arid 
Afamea     thirteen  of  the  third  rank.    In  one  of  the^latter,  named  ^mf;  , 
§bfer*va'    fong-hym^  ftands  the  high  tower  built  by  the  celebrated  Om^  i 
turji.       .  kmig^  wliere  he  ufed  to  obferve  the  ftars.     They  fhew  yon  ; 
there  Tikewife  the  infh*ument  which  he  made  ufe  of  to  find 
the  meridian  fhadow,  in  order  to  difcover  the  height  of  the 

«  Du  HAtDE,  ubl  fupra.        *  Vide  notes  on  Ilbrandz  I4»j 
p.  128. 

th^fe  ib^etimes  proved  io  WP?k  i.t  throw$  itfelf  iuto  Tartfify,  ^  \ 

^a^nll  tl^  viple.pce  of  its  cue-  flows  a  confiderable  w^y  aloog 

xexit,  that  the;  adjacent  cities  the  great  wall,  at  which  it  «• 

i^,ere  obliged  to  call  up  new  enters  China ^  between  ^beprP- 

ones,    at    fonie   fmall  diftancc  vinces  of  Shan-Ji  and  5fo-/} 

from  their  walls,  to  fuppiefs  its  thence  it  continues  its  coiirfe 

'Tapid  fury  (30).  through  this  oi  Uo-nani  and, 

This  river,  Father  Lf  Comfte,  having  cfoflid  par,t.  of  tiat  of 

who  callt?  it  the  Hoambo^  tdls  Nan^-kivg,    and    flowed   aboat 

us,    hath  its   rife  among  the  600  leagues  through  the  land, 

fartheft  part  of  the'mountains  it  difembogues  it^if,   at  laft, 

which  cover  the  province  of  into  the -eaK  feaj  ■  nbtfa/ from 

Ikuichwen^  in  the  weft;  whence  the  mouth  of  thfe'J^rt»J''(3i)* 

(3'^)  ^'"-''■"'i  J9thi.  La  Mirfmitr,  Pu  RaUt^  &  <»/.         (jl)  hrC^t 
imti  4.  mi*  ^  auSl.  flip*  cim.  '      . 

■  .     \  ;      .  pole. 
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pole.     They  attribute  to  him  the  invention  of  the  fharlner's 
compafs^  though  he  lived  above  looo- years  before  Chrift ". 

VIII.  l^bt  Province  i?/Shan-tong. 

JHAN-TONG,  Xan-tun,  Can-tong,  Shan-ton,  is  bounded     Vlir. 
on  the  weft  by  Pe-cheli,  and  part  of  No-nan,  laft  de-  Shan- 
ftrribcd  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Kyang-nan,  by  the  Tong-yang,  or  tone  //#- 
«aftem  fea,   on  the  eaft,  and  on  the  north,  by  the  fame  fea,y^''w^. 
and  part  of  Pe-cheti.  It  extends  itfelf  from  34®  30'  to  38^  20' 
4di  latitude,  and  from  1°  to  6*^  25'  of  eaft  longitude,  from 
Pe-kmg ;  and  is  one  of  the  moft  fertile  provinces,  and  fineft 
climates,  In  all  China.    It  not  only  produces  ev^ry  thing  that  Fertility.^ 
i$  aecedary  Tch*  life  and  delight,  but  In  fuch  great  plenty,  that 
one  crop  is  fuiBcient  to  afford  its  inhabitants  feveral  years  fu- 
ftenafice,  though  this  is  partly  owing  to  its  not  being  fo  po- 
pulous as  fome  othei^  provinces  of  the  empire. 

It  hath  a  good  number  of  lakes,  rivers,  and  brooks,  which  Rivers. 
contribute  to  fertilize  and  enrich  it,  befides  the  great  imperial 
canal,  which  croflcs  fome  part  of  it',  and  by  which  all  the 
%^k3  that  come  from  the  fouthern  parts  do  fail  to  Peeking ; 
wkere  the  very  tribute  of  the  vaft  quantities  of  merchandizes, 
ire.  which  they  bring,  is  computed  to  amount  to  more  than 
ten  millions  *" ;  fo  that  ndthing  can  obftruft  the  richriefs  and 
fecundity  of  this  province,  but  either  too  long  a  drought  (for 
k  rakis  but  feldom  in  it),  or  "the  great  havock  which  is  fre- 
quently made  by  the  locuftsj  which  breed  in  the  ]4ains,  in  a 
dry  feafon,  and  deftroy  every  thing  they  come  at. 

These  infefts  are  reckoned  one  of  the  three  plagues  with  Three 
^which  this  proViiice  is  infefted.  The  next  is,  the  vaft  droves  pl^^^^^ 
of  wolves  which  range  ^mong  the  mountains  and  plains, 
which  are  very  fierce  and  ravenous,  and  do  a  great  deal  of 
Bufchief.  The  iaft  is,  the  numerous  gangs  of  robbers  which 
infeft  the  highways  over  the  mountains,  and  often  come  down 
into  the  plains,  and  plunder  and  ravage  the  villages  and  open 
towns.  In  other  refpefts,  Shan-tong  enjoys  a  ferene  and  mild 
cKmate,  a  fruitful  foil,  and  a  good  traffic. 

The    iiihabitants,    which  are  computed   to  amount   to  Number  of 
770,5^;^;  families,  or  6,759,675  ipen,  are  healthy  and  ftput,  y««/i. 
infomuch,  that  die  boys  are  comnioniy  feen  to  go  naked  in  tlje 
coldeft  weather,  ai)d  take  a  ple^fiire  in  foufmg  one  another  in 
>^ater.     Tfcey  xnanufafture  fdk,  in  great  quantities  and  va-  Jpanicu^ 
jriety ;  and,  J>eii4eiS  the  common  fort,  which  is  producpd  by  the  i^r  fort  ^ 

«.MAftT|Ni,  Atlas,  Martiniirb,  Du  Halde,  ^c.        ^  Id. 
uWfi^pra.  .    ^ 

E  4  fiik.' 
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iUk-wormt,  they  have  another  fprt»  which  is  fotind  ujxm 
tree^  ^nd  bufhes  in  great  plenty,  which  is  (pun  by  a  kind  of 
worm,  not  unlike  our  caterpillars.  This  laft^  though  coarfer 
than  the  conunon  fort,  U  uronger,  and  more  c<7mpaA ;  and 
of  both  thcfe  they  drive  a  great  trade,  by  means  qf  thdr  ri- 
vers and  canals. 
Qtrious  Among  other  curious  fruits,  which  this  province  produces 
/r^iU*  in  common  with  the  reft>  that  which  they  call  y^-//2r,  which 
are  a  peculiar  kind  of  figs,  no-where  to  be  met  with  bat  ia  | 
China,  grows  here  in  greater  plenty  than  in  any  other  pr(h 
vince.  Thefe  do  not  ripen  till  the  banning  of  autunu);  and, 
being  dried  as  other  figs  ar^>  contraft  a  kind  of  cruft  of  can* 
died  fttgar,  yhich  gives  theni  a  delicious  tafte :  fb  thattfaefe 
^e  fent  from  hence  into  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  I 
even  out  of  it,  in  great  quantities.  By  thefe  means,  it  hath 
been  able  to  raife  itfelf  to  its  priftine  fplendor,  from  which  it 
was  funk  into  the  loweft  degree  of  d^folation,  having  been  al« 
moft  totally  ruined  by  the  pvil  wars,  on  account  of  its  bdng  ^ 
fo  often  forced  to  ibift  fides,  and  thereby  becoming  a  prey  to 
|x)th.  However,  what  renders  this  pro\dnce  mofl  venmbk 
among  the  ChineTe  is,  that  their  great  philofopher  Kong-fu'tfet 
commonly  called  by  us  Confucius f  drew  his  furfl  breath  in  it  (*, 
of  whom  we  fh^U  have  occafion  to  {peak  mpre  ftlUy,  ia  a  prch 
p^r  pUce; 

©(!</.  SHJN-yTONG  hJith  fix  cities  pf  the  firfl  rank,,  all  very 

*  ,  populous  i^nd  flouriihing ;  and  thefe  have  no  lefs  than  1 14  rf 
the  fecond  and  third  r^k,  befides  a  great  number  of  towns 
and  Villages,  and  fifteen  fortrefles,  fome  of  them  very  large, 
%nd  all  of'  them  built  to  guard  the  entranoes  of  their  ports, 
and  the  mouths  of  their  rivers.    There  arc  likewife  fevenJ 

yiiotdi^      iflands  fc^ttered  a}ong  the  gulph,  uhich  are  no  lefs  popa- 
lous,  jind  afford  convenient  harbours  for  Chinefe  tranfpcNts, 
and  a  quick  and  e^fy  paflage  to  smd  fropc^  K^e^  ai^d  l,yeau*  , 
tong^  (I). 

Thb 

«  Djom  Kao,  ubi  fupra,  ch.  3,  p.  i?i,  &  feq^  *  Vide 

.  MaETU!,  Lb  CqMPT^,  ^AO,  M  ARTINIBRE,.  DU  H4LDE,  &C. 

(I)  The  three  mofl:  confide?:,  who  built  the  great  wall.  Thi* 

9^1e  of  them  s\re,  Feu-xu^  Xa-  prince  being  a  eoitfuQiviate  war- 

munt^  VLTkATen-bengi  %\i%\^^oi  riour,  but  a  mortal  enemy  to 

which  is  famous  ■;k>r  being  the  all  philofbjphers,  orderod  dijem 

dreadful  flage  on  which  500  all  to  repair  to  a  certain  place,' 

C^/«ip/^  philofophers  were  mur-  under  pretence  of  confalting 

dered,  by  Qrder  of  t^e  emperor  the|n    about    ibme    important 

AiW«  ox  Qbi-wang-ii,  the  fame  foii^tj^  but^  having  got  Aem 
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The  cities  of  the  firft  rank  arc;  i.  TTt^nam  2.  Tmg- 
0hews.3»  Tong'chang;  4.  Tfing'chew  :  S-  TeU'chevi ;  6,  Lay* 
ghew* 

,  TSI'NANt  Zi'-naut  Ci^nan^  metropolis  of  the  province,  Tfi-nan 
is  conveni^ndy  fituate  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Tfmg*hQ^  ^firib^ 
otherwife  called  TJt^  or  Li,  by  which  it  hath  a  commuidca* 
tion  with  the  great  canal,  and  carries  on  a  great  commerce  by 
it  into  other  provinces.  It  is  large,  and  well  peopled,  and 
{amed  for  its  many  public  buildings,  fome  of  them  of  exqui* 
itte  beauty,  and  for  having  been,  die  refidence  of  a  long  ferics 
of.monarchs,  whofe  ftately  monuments  yield  a  moft  noble 
propped,  from  the  adjacent  hills,  on  which  they  are  reared. 
Scvaity-'two  of  thofe  monarchs  are  celebrated,  in  the  Cbinejk  ^  -, 

annals,  for  their  pacific  reigns,  and  the  many  ftately  t^nples, 
shonafleries,  arches,  bridg^,  and  other  public  edifices^^  which 
they  built,  as  well  as  for  their  fingular  application  to  reli^oo, 
.and  the  welfare  of  their  fubje^ls. 

TSI'NJN  hath  four  cities  of  the  fccond,  and  twenty-fix 
of  the  third  rank;  and  ftands  in  36°  45^  of  latitude,  and  in 
o®  39'  eaft  longitude,  from.  Peeking.  The  others  have  no-  Cfaiaeft 
thing  particular  in  thiem,  except  the  great  borough  of  Tm-  glafi. 
^chingy  famed  for  the  manufa^ore  of  a  fort  of  glafs,  Imt  more 
brittie  than  that  of  Europe,  and  which  breaks  when  expofed,to 
fOQ /harp  an  air** 

IX.  The  Pf evince  of  Shdii-R. 

CHj4N'SI,  Shang-fi,  Xan-fi,  or  Cban-fi,  is  bounded  on  die      VUL 
S^  ^aft,  hyPe-tie^i;  on  the  weft,  hjSien*^;  onthefbuth,  Shao-fi 
by  Ho-nan ;  and  on  the  north,  by  the  Chinefe  wril,  which  d(!fcrib§4^ 
parts  it  from  Tartary.    It  attends  itfelf  but  a  litde  way  from 
.eaft  to  weft;  viz.  from  i*^  to  6**  a3'  of  weft  longitude  from 
Pe-king ;  but  from  north  to  fouth  much  more ;  viz.  ftoax 
34**  37'  ^o  40°  50'  dF  latitude.    It  is  affirmed,  by  the  Chinefe^ 
to  have  been  the  firft  inhabited  province  in  the  whole  empire ; 
and,  though  it  be  npthing  fo  large  as  fome  of  thofe  we  have  . 
d^cribed|  yet  is  to  th^  full  as  fertile  and  po|:^ulouS|  U^  prp^ 

^DuHalpb,  ubi  fupra,  p.  105,  4^al/ 

all  togfth^,  ihipped  them  off  to  allleftrning,  and  learned  ne«, 

to  this  iiland,  where  they  were  as  we  ihall .  have  occafion  to 

.  all  innrderc4 ;  though  odiers  fliew,  when  we  coxne  to  fpeat; 

fay,  they  drowned  i^oiifelves  of  his  rei^<» 
(32).  He  wainolefsanenemy 

(34  D^  Kt9,  tfH  fifi  •#•  ^^<*  ^  «^<  M\  ^^^ 
4  {K)rdQa 


n  .TJki  fl^0fy  of  CUbt.  B.t 

Faft  high  js^lbn  to  Its  «]ttent.    bs  clinuce  is  feoene  and  miid^  though  it 

mountains,  h^  a  gr«ac  AttBibeir  of  moHatains,.  anfl  ibnie  ^  th^m  «f  i 

frightful  height  and  ruggedncfs ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  dit 

i«ft  are  wcH  cultivated,  and  cue  ihtp  terrafi^  firbm  (op  to 

jbottooiy  and  bear  plenty  of  corn,  and  other  grain  (K). 

T«fi  plains  are  ftill  more  fertile,  but  have  not  &>  gpeatc 

Qhaotity  of  canals  to  irrigate  them ;  on  which  account,  ^ 

Ab  not  yield  (uch  abundance  of  rice  as  other  promees  do. 

inh^ir  vines  produce  excellent  grapes,  of  which  the  Cfnn^ 

might  make  wine,  did  they  not  prefer  the  eating  of  thoa 

<dfied,  and  fending  the  remainder  into  other  parts  of  the  em- 

fire. 

tr^dua.        This  province  furnWics  aifo  abundance  of  muftj  porphyry, 

-marble,  jafper,  isc*  and  hath  fome  mines  iv^hich  yield  ^eat 

ftore  of  iron,   which  is  fabricated  into  variety  of  uteofils, 

vcipeciaUy  culinary,  which  are  fent  into  other  provinces.  Tfe 

people  are  ftout,  and  obliging,  but  illiterate  y  and  the  women 

4nu(:h  admired  for  their  b^ty,  and  (lender  Aiape. 

OViVi.  This  province  hath  five  cities  <rf  the  firftrank,,andeighty-fiw 

.  of:  the  fecond  and  third  :  thofe  of  the  firft  rank  are ;   i.  Tay 

ywen;  2,  Ping-yang:  3.  Lu-ngan;  4,  Fweu'chew ;   J.  faf- 

twig.  The  num&er  c^  families  in  it  amounts  to  about  589,959) 

-or  5>o^4,oi5  men. 

Tay-ywen      TAY-TJVEN,  Tai-ven,  Tha-yen-fiy  metropolis  of  the  pFO- 

4ejcribed,    vince,  is  fituate  on  the  river  Fwen-ho,  in  35°  53'  of  latitude, 

and  3"^  55^  of  weft  longitigi^e,  fropi  Pig-kitig,    It  is  anticnt, 

populous,  and  large,  its  walls  meafaring  about  three  leagues 

Ia  conipars ;   bat  is  much  decayed  of  its  former  fpleiia^r, 

vAnsxi  the  princes  of  the  blood,  of  the  imperial  faipUy  of  T^ty* 


(K)  Some  oif  dieCc  moantaios, 
■re  ar/e  tol4,  are  fe  foft  on  the 
faz-ISacf  (S3),  *at  one  way  dig 
.fi)Ur  ^or  five  fpet  deep,  without 
cpy^^tin^  the  k^il  Aonei  and 
forae  of  them  have  very  fpa- 
cious  plains  on  the  top.  Thjey 
are,  moreover,  remarkable-for 
their  inexbauftible  mines  of 
isoals,  which'  4be*  inha^kants 
ufe  for  fewel,  where  wood  is 
learce* 

' ' '  ^^here  4«  o«e  very  rem  ark  able 
thi<9g,  4vhkh  Mirz/ni  tells  as,  of 
thefe  mountains,  not  indeed  of 
lids  own  knowlege,  but  on  the 


rtj|>ort  of  the  inhabitants ;  t^* 

that  they  open,  in  fandry  placn, 
ip  (he  f^rm  of  iirpy  ,wclls,  tho* 
without  Oamei  fo  that,  by  oaf- 
rowi^^  the  inpuch  of  thamt  oae 
may  io  concenter  the  he,at  as  tP 
lay  pots,  kettles,  frying-p^ijs, 
and  other  culinary  veffels,  aod 
drefs  viAuals  oyer  them.  The 
^re,  he  adds,  burns  but  dimly; 
and  if,  to  accelerate  the  heat, 
one  throws  luiy  wood  iotd  thefe 
holes  it  will  hardly  ^m^t 
but  wiU  bwn  like,  our  ckef- 
coal  (34K  '  . 


(33)  pu  Ualde,  H^ija^rs,  f.  iq^   •         (.34)  jifia/SMeg/ .fi^  Chaw-fi- 
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mmgt  xdlded  ki  it,  whofe  ftatdy  palaces  are  imtit  ma  Into 
I     decaj^,  and  ibme  of  thc«Q  lie  in  Tuin$»  none  imn%  to  rehuild   .     .. 
Aeai.  The  dty  hath  a  fruitful  and  delightful  territory  around  r^^^^ 
\    k ;  aad  the  adjacent  mountains  yidd  a  curious  profped  of  ^^'^ 
royal  monjuments,  all  dther  of  j^arble  or  hewn  ftooe,  and  of 
a  confiderable  extent ;   befides  trhimphal  arches,  ibiaies  of 
heroes,  figures  of  lions,  horfes,.  aad  other  animals,  k  dif- 
ferent attitudes,  and  very  natural.  The  whole  is  enftjompaflcd 
irath  a  kind  di  foreft  of  antienit  cyprefe,  planted'  chequer* 
li^ys. 

The  juriijliftion  of  Tay-ymm  expends  owa:  five  cities  of 
the  fecond,  and  twenty  of  the  third  rank. 

X.  The  Pravimi  i/Sbcn^fi. 

•  _  ,'     .  ■ ' 

V  K^Mg-iCf  which  parts  it  frcnn  Sh^'fi,  laft  defaibed ;  oh  th^  Shen-fi 
ibuth,  by  Se-chumt  and  ffu-quang ;  oo  the  north,  by  TofUry,  defiribed. 
and  the  great  wall ;  and  on  the  iwft,  bv  the  MogolT^^iry.  It  ^ 
exteads  itfeii,  in  fome  parts,  from  32  to  40"^  c^  latitude,  ai»l  Di'vifion. 
^rom  5^  40^  to  aknoft  1 6^  of  weft  ioingitude,  frit>m  Pe-kingy  but 
in  a  very  kregul^  mafittsr.  It  is  divided  iat^  two  paiffs,  or  go- 
vermoeiits,  theeaftern,  and  the  weftera,  which  cofH^Q  (eigilt 
i:kie^  of  tfa^  firft,  and  1 06  of  the  feooad  a^ad  third  raiiki  b^id«s 
a  great  aiimber  of  fortrefles,  cafties,  redoubts,  built  at  prop^ 
diftances,  along  the  great  wall  f.  AnKMig  thofe  fortreifes,  of, 
as  they  may  be  more  pr<^rly.  c^ljgd,  .military  ci.tic«,  thofe 
efpecially  of  the  firft,  being  a^  large,  rkh,  and  "popjilpus,  n« 
mA  of  the  iatand  cities,  and  are  tvyenty-three  in  number, 
the  two  following  are  mofl:  cpnfi^er^le ;  viz.  Kan-chew  aM 
^u^cb^fi^ ;  the  fc^mer  of  which  i«  the  refidence  of  a  vic^oy, 
and  fey^al  mandarins,  the  principal  (^  whom  reeejfve  their 
prders  from  no^ie  but  th(3  court ;  ami  the  latter  h  equ^  in 
j  ftr^ngth,  and  its  governor  In  power,  with  thi  former,  oplf 
K  this  is  divided  into  two  part^^  one  c^  which  is  moftly  inha- 
^te4  by  Chin^ey  and  the  other  by  ftrangfcrs  k.  Here  ftre,  be^ 
4des  thjg  twf^y-thr^  above-Ba|»ed,  a  good  number  <rf  otben, 
of  a  fecon4:a|E>4  third  order,  but  nothing  fo  large,  lfaou|ji 
very  firong,  a||4  Well  ga^iifoned,  befides  thjs  forts  and  iff- 
doubts,  which  ^e  chiefly  designed  to  guard  the  great  wall. 

^ MEN'S  I  i^'oae  of  the  antienteft  and  laf^geft  proviiiccs  in  Qoven^ 
Ae  empire ;  and  had  formerly  three  viceroys,  ov/er.  it  \  tHougl|,  tmnt^ 
at  prefeat,'  it  hath  but  two;  exElafiv©  <#  the  two  governors  .^ 
jabove-mentioaed,  ^whp  ^re  independent  on  them. 

t  See' before,  vol.  iv.  p.  363,  &  feq.  ,  fc  DxtHalde, 

abi  fup.  p.  108.        1  JCao^  ubi  fup.  p.  ia6. 

Tun 
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Climate.  The  air  here  is  very  temperate ;  and  the  people  mcH^  dvil, 
and  afFefted  to  ftrangers,  than  in  any  of  thefc  northern  jmxv 

SoiL  idnces.     The  foil  is  rich  and  fruitful ;  and  fome  of  the  q^orni- 

tains  have  mines  of  gold,  though  f<»rbidden  to  be  opened 

Goiden      tinder  the  fevereft  penalties ;  but  the  rivers  and  torrents;  which 

fond.         flow  from  them,  bring  down  fuch  quantities  of  that  metal, 

that  an  infinite  number  of  people  maintaii^  themfelves  by  the 

bare  profit  that  arifes  by  wafhing  and  feparating  it  from  the 

froduB.  f^nd.  The  plains  yield  but  fmaU  quantities  of  rice,  for  wimt 
of  a  fufficient  number  of  canals :  but  they  make  ample  amends 
for  it  by  the  prodigious  plenty  of  corn  they  produce,  befldes 
medicinal  and  other  plants,  roots,  ijc-  particularly  rhubarb, 
which  is  here  excellent,  and  cultivated  with  great  care.  One 
misfortune,  howevcr,.tKs  province  labours  under,  viz.  frequent 

Swarmsof  znd  extraordinary  droughts,  which  never  fail  of  being  followed 

graflfof-     ^th  fuch  prodigious  fwarms  of  graftioppers,  and  other  infe6b, 

P^.*'  as  quite  darken  the  fun,  and  eat  up  every  herb,  bufh,  and  even 

the  fmall  boughs  of  the  trees  i  at  luch  times  the  whole  coun- 
try come  out,  and  kill  them  as  faft  as  they  can,  and  eat  them 
-  as  a  great  dainty.    In  fome  parts  of  Shen-Ji,  particularly  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  its  metropolis  Si-gnan,  or  Sigan^  is  i 
fort  of  fait,  earth,  which,  being  boiled  and  cryftallized,  makes 
a  very  good  white  fait ;  and,  in  fome  o^her  places  further, .  the 
'ground,  after  a  good  ftiower  of  rain,  emits  a  kind  of  froth, 
which  is  made  into  an  excdlent  foap.  The  head  cities  be* 
Ipnging  to  this  province  are  as  follow: 

Gties.  ^^  ^^  eaftem  part,  called  I'tongy  are,  i.  St-ngam  2.  Yen" 

'ftgan:  3,  Fong-tfyang :  4.  Hang'chong. 

And  in  the  weftern,  called  /^,  5.  Ping*lyang;  6.  Kong* 
changs  7.  Lyng-taus  8.  Kin-yang, 

Si-ngan        SI^NGAN-FU^  the  metropolis  of  the  whole  province,  is 

difcrjhid.  a  very  large  city,  commodioufly  fituate  on  a  deli^htftil  afcent  ^ 
•on  thefouth  fide  of  the  river  Whey^  in  latitude  34^  16',  and  * 

Famed      weft  Jongitude  from  Pe-^ting  7^  35'.    It$  walls  are  ftrong 

wo/A.  and  lofty,  about  four  leagues  in  compafs,  and  flanked  with  a 
great  number  of  towers,  of  an  excellent  fabricature,  which 
hath  given  rife  to  the  &ying,  that  it  is  girt^'wdth  a  goldea 
girdle.  Among  other  noble  buildings  that  adorn  it  within» 
is  flill  to  be  feen  the  palace  of  the  antient  kings  who  rdgned 
in  this  province,  and  who  were  once  very  powerful,  and  pof- 
.A  .  .  feffedavaft  traftof  the  empire;  fome  ftatcly  temples^  trium- 
phal arches,  &c. 

Garrif'n. '  The  principal  forces  of  the  Tartars,  defigned  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  north  of  China^ ,  are  garrifoned  here,  under  a  ge- 
neral of  ^eif  nation,  who,  with  his  troops,  live  in  a  fcparate 

part 
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part  of  the  city,  divided  from  the  reft  by  a  wdl.  Thd  thief 
mandarins  of  the;  province,  who  are  here  likewife  in  great 
numbers,  are  moftly  Tartars.  The  mountains  adjacent 
abound  with  dett,  hafcs,  and  other  game ;  and  produce, 
among  .other  foifils,^  a  white  kind  of  earth,  which  is  much 
valued  by  the  ladies,  who  infufe  it  in  water,  and  whiten 
their  complexion  with  it. 

It  was  near  this  city  that  Father  Li  Compte  tells  us  there, 
was  a  monumental  marble  table  AMgxxp  Anno  1645,  which 
was  ten  feet  long,  and  fix  broad;  and  on  the  top  of  which 
was  engraved  a  crofs ;  and  a  little  below  it  ah  infcription,  ih 
charafters  partly  Chinefcy  and  partly  Syriac^  impordng,  that 
an  angel  had  brought  tidings  of  the  Meffiah*s  bring  born  of 
a  yirpn  in  Judea^  and  of  his  birth's  being  manifefted  to  eaft- 
cm  kings  by  a  new  ftar  in  the  heavens,  who  came  and  offered 
the  divine  Infant  their  prefents ;  that  fo  the  law,  and  prediAions 
of  fpur-and-twenty  prophets,  might  be  thereby  accomj^flied  ; 
and  that  Olopouen  came  into  China  in  the  year  of  Chrift  636, 
where  ^le  met  with  a  kind  reception  from  the  emperor ;  who, 
having  examined  his  law,  and  acknowleged  the  truth  of  it; 
ilTued  out  an  edi£):  in  fat^our  of  him  2(nd  his  religion  (L).    It 

pears 


1) 


A  Chri/U\^ 
an  m^U'^ 
ment  du^    - 


Cbnfti- 
wtityfa- 
'VQuredhy 
tht  emf€' 
rws* 


(L)  The  copy  and  contents 
of  the  whole  infcription,  and 
hifiory  of  its  difcovery^  may  be 
fecn  in  Kercber*%  China  Sluftra^ 
tay  and  in  Father  Le  Comptt 
above  mentioned  (35) ;  and  the 
pirport  of  the  ediift,  atcccnrding  ^ 
to  their  verfion,  runs  as  fol- 
lows : 

'*  No  particular  name  com- 
'*  prebends  the  true  law ;  nei- 
V:  ther  are  faints  confined  to- 
•*  any  one  place,  but  are  di- 
*'  fperfed  thro'  the  world,  that 
"  incy  may  be  univerfally  ufe- 
"  ful.  A  man  of  Judta,  of 
*•  exemplary  virtue,  arrived  at 
*'  oar  court;  we  have  examined 
'*  his  dodb-ine,  a^d  found  it 
**  worthy  of  admiration,  and 
"  without  any  mixture  of  pride, 
"  and  built  upon  thofe  princi- 


"  pies  which  fuppofc  that  the  ' 
**  world  had  a  beginning.  Thi» 
**  law,  which  teaches  the  way 
**  of  falvation,  cannot  but  be 
**  extremely  beneficial  to  bur 
**  fubjefls.  I  therefore  judge 
'*  it.neceflary  that  it  be  taught 
"  to  them."  The  infcription 
goes  on  with  an  account  of  that 
monarch's  ordering  a  church  to 
be  built,  and  of  his  appointing 
twenty-on^e  perfons  to  officiate 
in  It;  of  his  fon  and  fucceflbr 
Tay-hurti's  highly  honouring  the 
bifhop  Olopoueny  and  promoting 
this  religion  with  the  fame  lau- 
dable zeal ;  fo  that  the  bonzas 
were  alarnied  at  the  progrefs  it 
made,  and  ufed  all  pofiible 
means  to  put  a  flop  to  it.  They 
accordingly  raifed  a  bloody  pcr- 
fecution ;  but  which,  in  a  little 


{^e,)  Pujtnt  State  of  China,  part  2,  letter  3. 


time^ 
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appears  by  this  infcriptioo,  therefore,  that  ChriftiaQity  flou- 
riihedin  the  Ciin^/e  omplre  from  the  year' 63 6  to  782,  whea 
the  momiment  above-mentioned  was  fee  up.  Our  author  tells 
us,  that  the  emperor  then  reigning,  when  it  was  firfl:  digged 
ujp,  ordered  it  to  be  kept  in  a  pagod,  or  temple,  about  a 
nule  from'  this  city,  where  it  is  mppofed  to  be  flill  at!  this 
tune"". 
AfHii-  The  other  cities  we  pafsby,  as  having  nothing  particu- 
giomkM-  larly  remarkable  ;*  "excepting  that  called  Hatirchongy  die  high 
w<j, .  road  to  which,  over  the  high  mountains  that  furround  it,  hath 
fomething  vaftly  furprifir^,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  number, 
of  X.'  who  were  employed  in  making  of  it,  which  amounted 
to  100,000,  and  the  great  difficulty,  and  quick  difpatch,  of 
the -work ;  to  complete  which,  they  levelled  high  hiUsj  made 
lofty  arches  from  one  mountain  to  another,  and  (iippcxted 
them  with  pillais  where-evcr  the  intervening  valley  was  toa 
wide.  Thefe  bridges,  which  form  part  of  the  road,  are  in 
fojne  places  fo  high,  that  one  cannot  behold  the  vaft  precipice 
below  without  dread.  They  are  wide  enough  for  four  horfe- 
nacn  to  ricle  abreaft  over  them ;  and,  for  the  better  fecuiity 
and  convenience  of  the  paflengers,  are  railed  on  both  fidiesj^ 
and  furnifh'd  with  villages  and  inns  at  proper  diliances,  for. 
their  accommodation  ".  There  are  many  more  fuch  ilupen- 
tlous  works  in  other  paits  of  China,  efpecially  among  the 
mountainous  parts  of  it  ®,  fome  of  which  we  may  have  occa- . 
fion  ta  mention  among  theii*  other  artificial  rarities ;  though 
this,  with  refpeA  to  its  length,  height^^c.  feems  to  eKcd  att  , 
the  reft. 

«>  Kercher  China- lUufe. '    Le  GoiurpTE  Prelent  State  of 
China,  part  2.  letter  3.  "  Vid.  Du  Halde,  ubi  fiipra; 

p.  109^.  ^  De  his,  vid.  Kerch ER,  Navaretta,  Mar- 

tiKi,  Ls  CoMPTE,  Du  Hald^,  &  al. 

time,  ferved  only  to  make  it  it  withtill  their  might,  but  mtich 

break  out  with  greater  luilre,  more  by  their  pious  exanlples, 

and  meet  with  greater  encou-  and  by  the  moft  fignal  iiiftances 

ragement  from  the  fucceedingj  of  piety ;  in  membry  of  Which 

monarchs.     In  the  mean  time  wonderful  change,  this  monu-    . 

Ki^o,  a  hew  mifllonary   from  mental  infcription  was  fet  up 

Judeay  arrived,  who  met  with  J.CySz,  This  is  the  fubftance 

the  fame  kind  reception  and  fuc-  of  the  infcrijJtion,   which  the 

cefs  that  Bifhop  O/opeuen  hzd  reader  may  fee  at  full  length  in 

done  before;    and  the  Chinefe  the  authors  above qaoted. 


monarchs  not  only  encouraged 
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XI.  Tbt  Province  tf  ^'cbNen. 

^E'ClfJ^EN,  SeU'Ch^^  Sa-eheu,  Su'-chuen,  is  botlftdect  oii  XL  Se- 
I.  *^  the  north  by  Sben-Ji^  lafi  defcribed ;    by  Hu'^uang  on  ch>yen 
tfeeeaft  J  by  ^uey-chew  and  Tun-nan  on  the  fouth ;  and  hyAf^r^^' 
thckinmfom  of  Ttbn  on  th'6  '^eft.     It  expends  itfelf  from 
24®  50' to  2^^  50^  of  fetitfude,  and  from  6^'  io'  to  15®  25^ 
wtR  latk^atude  from  Pe-king.    It  is  a  large  and  fruitful  pro- 
vince ;  bttt  h  onedf  thofe  that  fuifered  moft,  and  was  almoft 
laid  waRe,  by  the  lare  civil  wars  '.     It  hath,  howev^r^  reco-i 
Vered  itfeff  fo  fkr  fince,  as  to  vie  Vith  fome  of  the  bell  north- 
tffn  ones  in  fertility,  popnloufnefs,  and  opulence..  The  great  Crwr/ 
rif er  Yang'tfcy  which  .rtiAs  through  it,  nof  oioly  enriches  its  traffiik. 
lands  by  the  multitude  of  canals  cut  froda  it' ;  but  much  more 
fo  the  inhabitanrs,  "by  the  great  rrade  that  is  carried  on  by 
its  means,  of  vaft  quantities  of  filk^j  iron^  tin,  quitkfilver, 
fbgkr,  excellent  loadftoties,  lapis  Jrmenius,  muflc,  rhubarb^^ 
,  cAina-rootJ,  and  othet-  commodities,  .which  are  exported  into 
other  provinces.     The  country,  .being  moftly  plain,  and  weil-'.Pr«i«^. 
watered,  produces  plenty  of  rice,  \vheat,  and  other  corn.; 
infoixltich   that  the  bare  tribute  of  the  former  amounts  to 
6,106,660  fades.-   The  only  neceflary  that  is  Wkiltlng  here  is 
fait:  which,  byreafpn  of  the  diftancefrpm  thefea,  cannot bei 
/o  conveniently  brought  thence.    T6  ftipply  v^^hich  defeft^ 
tiiey  dig  up  wells  in  the  mountains,  whence  they  draw  a  kind 
of  fait  water,  v/hich,  being  evaporated,  leaves  a  fait  behind, 
but  not  fo  good  for  {eafoning  as  that  of  the  fea  *'. 

We  are  told  of  a  pett^  liionarchy  in  this  province,  fituatc  -^./^^^^ 
on  the  mountains  which  part  it  from  that  of  Ho- nan  on  the^^'Tf^ 
liorth-eaft,  and  called  the  kingdom  of  King^  which  is  quite  in-  'w'^^''«  "'^^ 
dependent  from  the  Chine/e,  and  is  governed  by  its  own  princes. 
It  was  founded- during  tfielate  wars,  wheA  the  Kingiangs,  a 
brave  people,  to  avoid  being  inllaved  by  the  Tartars,    or 
being  expofed  to  tfieir  cruel  ravages,  wtnt  atid  eredled  them-   • 
fidves   into  this  little   ftate,  among  thofe  high  and  rugged 
mountains,  where  they  live  free  and  unmoleued,  and  aviiil 
,  all  commerce  with  the  Tartars,  Chinefe,  or  any  other  people  ^ 
I        Th£  province  of  Se-c/nven  hath  ten  jurifdiftions,  or  cities  C/*';>;.. 
1  of  the  firft  rank,  and  eighty-eight  of  the  fecohd  and  third, 
[  befides  five  military  dnes ;  nine  large  fortrefTes  of  the  firft, 
i   and  twenty-five  of  the  fecond  order,  and  forts,  caftles,  ere. 
depending  upon  them, 

pDion.Kao,  ubifap.  p.  141.  Id.      t  Vid.  et  Martinm,  Du- 
Halpb,  &  al.        '  lXit<^k  AmbalTy,  La  Mautinjere,  et  al. 
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The  ten  capitals  of  the  province  are,  i.Chmg-fu;^  2.  PaU' 
^ng;  3.  Shm-kingi  4.  Su-chev/;  5.  Chong-king;  6.  ^tuy- 
^hevfs  7.  Ma^'hu:  8.  Long-ngam  9.  Tfun-i ;  10.  Tong- 
chwen,  ■       ' 

CklNG'TU-FU,  the  metropolis  oF  the  province,  Md 
formerly  the  royal  refldence  of  fome  of  the  Chinefe  monarchs, 
was  one  of  the  largell  and  fineft  cities  in  the  whole  empire^ 
till  the  civil  wars,  under  which  it  fufFered  moft  of  any,  quite 
ruined  it,  and  the  whole  province,  Jnno  1646  ;  and,  though 
it  hath  in  fome  meafui-e  recovered  itfelf,  yet  doth  it  fticw 
Uttle  of  its  priftine  grandeur,  except  in  the  fad  remains  of  its 
once  ftately  palace,  fome  few  temples,  bridges,  and  fuch- 
like,  and  in  its  prefent  populoufnefs,  and  the  great  conuneixe 
It  now  carries  on.  It  is  feated  almoft  in  the  heart  of  the 
province,  and  in  a  fruitful  territory,,  the  only  plain  one  in  the 
province,  which  is  by  that  means  interfered  with  a  great 
number  of  navigable  canals,  cut  from  the  river  Ta,  or  7i- 
fyang,  whofe  courfe  here  is  rather  flow  than  rapid :  but, 
when  the  canals  are  reunited  to  it,  and  its  waves  increafed  by 
the  confluence  of  the  Hin^Jba-kyang^  it  becomes  exceeding  > 
rapid  and  dangerous,  being  much  incumbered  with  /gck^ 
efpecially  in  its  next  courfe  through  the  province  of  ^11- 
quang, 

CHING'TUQaxiis  in  latitude  30^41'  and  la®  18'  weft 
longitude  frotri  Pe-king.  Its  jurifdiftion  is  conflderable,  and 
extends  itfelf  over  fix  cities  of  the  fccond,  and  twenty-five 
of  the. third  rank.  It  is  chiefly  remarkable,  Martim  tells  us, 
,  for  a  fmall  extraordinary  bird  with  a  red  bill,  and  the  fineft 
varrfety  oJF  feathers.  It  is  called  Tong-hoa-fang^  that  is,  *the 
bird  of  the  flower  Tong-hoa,  from  which  they  pretend  it  to 
be  produced,  and  to  live  no  longer  than  that  doth  5  atid  is  fo 
like  it,  tliat  one  would  imagiAe  it  to  be  a  living  flower  •• 

XII.  Tbe  Province  of  Quang-tong. 

J^  Canton.  SLnd,  by  (omCf  l^tang-chew,  from  its  metropo- 
lis, is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Kyang-Ji:  on  the  north-eaft 
by  Fo'kyen ;  on  the  weft  by  ^uj^ng-fu  and  the  kingdom  of 
Tong'kingy  or  Tonquin ;  and  the  reft  is  waftie^  by  the  Nan-^ 
hdy^  orka  of  the  fouth.  It  is  reckoned  the  moftconfidera-' 
ble  of  all  the  provinces ;  and  extends  itfelf  from  20?  1 5', 
or,  if  you  include  the  iiland  of  Hay^nan^  which  is  under 

>  Atlas  Siaeiif.  Martiniers,  etal. 
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its  jurifdiftion,  from  i8«  %o'  to  25"  33'  of  latitude,  and 
from  lo  eaft,  to  9®  8'  weft,  of  longitude  from  Peeking.  It 
is  no  lefs  fo  on  account  of  its  vaft  commerce,  opulence,  po- 
puloufnefs,  advantageous  fituation,  and  the  great  number  of 
its  commodious  ports ;  fo  that  though  it  fuffcred  incredibly 
daring  the  late  wars,  both  from  the  Tartars  and  the  Cbinefe^ 
and  other  pirates,  its  traffick  and  fertile  foil  foon  reftored  it 
to  its  antient  fplendor,  by  the  extraordinary  induftry  of  its 
inhabitants,  who  are  computed  by  the  regifters  to  amount 

'  to  383,360  families,  or  1,978,029  men. 

The  foil  is  fo  fertile,  that  it  yields  two  crops  of  com  Firtilitj% 
yearly ;  and  produces  in  ^he  like  plenty  all  forts  of  grain, 
fruits,  vegetables,  and  every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the 
pleafures  of  life.  The  climate,  though  warm,  is  clear,  and 
the  people  very  ftout  and  healthy  ;  hence  they  have  a 
common  faying,  that  ^uang-tong  always  enjoys  a  (ky  with- 
out fnow,  trees  always  laden  with  fruit,  and  men  that  con- 
tinually fpit  blood ;  by  which  laft  is  not  meant  any  diftemper 

'  of  that  kind,  but  their  chewing  a  medicinal  root  which  gives 
die  faliva  the  colour  of  blood. 

T*HE  commerce  which  this  province,  but  more  especially  jjf^^^ii, 
that  which   its  metropolis  drives,  is  one  of  the  richeft  and  turts. 
grandeft  in  all .  the  Chmefe  empire,  and  extends  itfelf  to  the 
moft  valuable  merchandizes,  fuch  as  diamonds  and  precious 
Hones  of  all  forts,  pearls,  gold,  filver,  and  other  metals  cu- 
rioufly  wrought,  and  for  all  ufes.    They  are  famed  here  fpr        '' 
a  fort  of  gun-barrel  which  never  burfts,  or,  at  moft,  only 
fplits  itfelf,  without  farther  hurt ;  and  foe  an  odd  kind  of 
rice  manufafture,  which  they  turn  into  all  kinds  of  utenfils, 
and  which  bears  a  fine  natural  glofs,  but  is  only  fit  for  fight. 
Silks  of  all  forts,  cottons,  and  other  linen,  are  likewife  ma- 
nufa!flured  and  exported  in  great  quantities,  and  beautiful 
variety,  as.  well  as  thofe  of  gold,  filver,  copper,  lead,  tin,        *   ' 
china-ware,  japan-work,  and  in  all  which  infinite  multitudes 
are  conftantly  employed  ;  infomuch  that,  though  the  country 
here  be  as  fertile  as  any  in  Chinas  yet  it  doth  not  produce  fuf- 
ficient  provifions  for  its  inhabitants,  but  is  affifted  by  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces.     They  ufe  the  fame  way  her^  of  Eg^ 
hatching  and  potting  of  eggs,  efpecially  thofe  of  ducks,  vAiV^  hanhtd  in 
are  in  great  plenty,  in  ovens  and  dunghils,  as  they  do  in  «vip»/. 
Egypt;  but  have  a  particular  one  of  preferving  them  frcfti  all 
the  year,  by  covering  them  with  a  fort  of  pafte*     We  are 
told  a  curious  iingularity  of  the  ducks  and  chickens  fo  hatch- 
ed ;  viz.  that  the  owners  carry  them  in  boats  to  the  fea-fide/ 
at  low-water,  where  they  feed  on  oyfters,  cockles,  and  other 
fuch  fea-infefls,  and  where  one  drove  naturally  intermixes 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  VIII.  ^F  ^ith 
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with  another,  as.  there  are  great  multitudes  dF  thefe  boats 
fo  employed  :  but,  as  foon  as  the  droves-owner  ftrikes  on  a 
bafon,»  every  flock  returns  to  his  own  boat,  as  pigeons  do  to 
their  holds'.  .Some  other  varieties  this  province  affords,  which 
the  reader  may  fee  in  the  margin  (M). 

^V AN G-t 0  NGy  being  a  maritime  province,  and 
the  moft  removed  from  the  court,  is  one  of  the  moft  am- 
fiderable  in  the  whole  empire,  efpecially  as  he,  who  is 
the  Tfong'tUy  or  viceroy,  of  it,  is  likewife  fo  df  that  of 
^lang'fi  i  for  which  reafon  he  commonly  refides  at  Chaa- 
king,  to  be  nearer  at  hand  to  communicate  hi§  orders  to 
both  provinces.  He  keeps  alfo  a  great  number  of  ibldiers 
under  him,  to  fupprefs  the  h^hwaymen  and  pirates,  which 
would  elfe  grow  numerbus  enough  to  deftroy  the  commerce 
between  them.  There  is,  for  the  fame  end,  a  great  number 
of  fortrefles,  both  on  the  fea-coafl:^  and  in  the  inland,  moft  of 
them  like  large  cities,  very  ftrong  and  well  garrifoned,  be- 

'  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p.  113. 


(M)  Among  the  great  variety 
of  fruits  which  here  grow  in 
great  plenty,  they  have  a  parti- 
cular fortof  limon,fuil  as  thprny 
as  the  citron-tree,  but  much 
larger.  It  bears  a  white  flower 
of  an  exquiiite  odour,  which, 
when  diftilled,  yields  a  very 
pleafant  liquor.  The  fruit, 
which  is  almoil  as  big  as  a  man's 
head,  hath  a  rind  much  like  that 
of  common  oranges  ;  and  its 
fubftance  within^  which  is  either 
white  oir  reddifli,  hath  a  tafte  be- 
tween fweet  and  four.  They  have 
another  fort  of  fruit,  the  largelt 
that  is  any-wherc  to  be  feen, 
which  grows  not  on  the  branch- 
es, but  on  the  body  of  the  tree  ; 
its  rind  is  very  hard  ;  and  with- 
in is  feen  a  great  number  of 
cfells,  containing  a  yellow  pulp, 
which  is  very  Iwcet  and  agree- 
able when  the  fruit  is  full-ripe. 

•Another  kind  of  rarity  in  this 
province  is  the  tree  which  the 
Portugue/e  call  iron-wood^  which 


refemblcs  that  metal  in  cbfcuf, 
weight,  and  hardnefs,  and  will 
fmk  in  water.  That' which  they 
call  rofe-wood  is  no  lefs  ad- 
mired ;  and  is  of  a  blackifh  co- 
lour, inclining  to  red,  beautifully 
veined  and  ipeckled,  and  ufed 
by  joiners  to  make  tables,  efcri- 
toires,  chairs,  ftoolSjCs'f.  Their 
ofier  is  likewife  fo  pliable  and 
tough,  that  they  mak^  cable  and 
other  (hip-ropes  of  them.  We 
omit  a  number  of  other  fucH 
natural  rarities,  which  Kercher, 
Martini,  and  others,  fpcak  of, 
which  are  not  fo  well  attef^ed. 
The  laft  and  moil  remarkable 
of  thofc  that  are,  is  the  crab 
that  is  taken  on  the  coafl  of  a 
lake  in  the  ifland  of  Hay-mm, 
which,  they  tell  us,  petrifies  as 
foon  as  it  is  taken  out  of  the 
water,  and  grows  as  hard  as 
flint,  and  is  laid  to  be  a  good 
remedy  againft  burning  fevers 

{36). 


(36)  Du  HaUt,*tiJuf,p.  Uj. 
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iJdes  inferior  ones,   forts,  caftles,  ire.   difperfed  in  proper 
places. 

^ANG-TONG  is  divided  into  ten  capital  jurifdiftions  5  CitH$. 
whofe  cities  are,  i.  ^uang-chew^  or  Canton,  the  metropolis    ' 
of  all ;  2,  ShaU'chewi  3.  Nan-yong  :  4.  Whey-chelu  ;  5.  Chau- 
chew;  6.  ChaU'king:  7.  Kau-chew :  8.  Ly en-chew ;  9.  Lwy"        * 
chewi  and,  10.  Kyun-chew^  which  laft  is  the  capital  of  th^ 
ifland  of  Jlay-nan.    '  . 

^ANG'CHEWy  vulgarly  ^ang-tong,  ^an-tun,  Kan-  Canton 
forty  and  commonly,  by  the  Europeans,  Canteen,  is  lituate  on  the  ^'firthf^." 
mouth  of  the  Ti-Ao,  or  great  river,  which  is  here  wide  and 
fpacions,  and  forms  the  bay  called  Hutnen,  or  the  tyger's 
gate,  though  it  hath  nothing  terrible  in  it  but  its  name,  and 
fome  few  forts,  which  are  only  built  to  keep  off  the  pirates. 
It  ftands  in  latitude  23*^  12',  and  longitude  3*^  31'  weft  from 
the  meridian  of  Pe-king;  and  is  not  only  one  of  thelargeft,  Great 
being  computed,  with  its  fuburbs,  to  be  above  twenty  miles  traffick^ 
in  compafs  (N),  but  likewife  on  account  of  its  advantageous  . 
fituation,  one  of  the  richeft,  fineft,  beft  peopled,  and  moft 
trading,  cities  mXlhtna,  the  largeft  veflcls  being  eafily  brought 


(N)  ^iang'chew  may  be  pro- 
jHSily  faid  to   confift  of  three 
cities,  each  of  them  furrounded 
vitk  its  own  f^rong  and  lofty 
walls ;  yet  fo  as  to  have  a  com- 
munication with  each  other  by. 
ftatcly  gates,  which   are  only 
fliat  up  at  night.    The  land- 
fchape  which  oiFers   itfelf  on 
each  iideof  the  river  which  leads 
to  the  city,  is  one  of  the  moft 
delighfal  profpcds  that  can  be 
imagined.     It  is  various,  ani- 
mated, and  gay,  all  the  way. 
On  one  fide  we  behold*  a  vaft 
extent  of  lovely  green  meadows, 
terminated  only  by  tho  hori- 
ZC|P ;  on  the  other,  groves  and 
litUe  hills  appear,;  which  rife  up 
in  form  of  amphitheatres,  which 
are  afcendcd  by  fteps  made  of 
green  fods.  Here  your  iight  is  de- 
lighted with  high  rocks  covered 
widi  mofs ;  there  with  country 
feats  half^buried  amongft  ver- 


dant copfes  :  now  one  meets 
with  canals  variegated  with 
fmall  iflands,  and  beautiful 
banks  adorned  with  ftately  trees , 
which  yield  a  moft  delightful 
(hade,  verdure,  and  fragrance  ; 
and  there  fome  fpacious  villages 
encompafted  with  plains,  woods^ 
£sff. 

Among  others  of  thefe  vil- 
lages, there  is  one  to  be  {cca 
within  about  twelve  miles  from 
Kanton,  called  Fo-ft?an^  or  Fa- 
xott,  in  which  are  computed  to 
be  at  leaft  600,000  families,  or 
a  million  of  fouls,  moftly  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  of 
goods  for  the  market  of  that 
metropolis.  It  is  computed  to 
be  nine  miles  in  compafs,  and. 
is  become  very  rich  fmce  the 
civil  wars  -,  during  which,  that 
city  was  aknoft  ruined,  and 
moft  of  its  manufadlures  re- 
moved thither  (37). 


(37)  Du  HaiJey  uii  fup,  f,  ii6,    Vld*  Q  Le  Cotrrpte,  Martini,  &  al,  fup. 
€itat^ 
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to  the  fine  canals  that  furround  it,  and  the  port  and  city  being 
perpetually  thronged  with  ftiips  and  merchants,  and  ftored 
with  the'richeft  coounodities  pf  all  kinds  from  Europe ^  and 
mod  parts  of  India. 
J^opuhuf'  The  number  of  its  inhabitants,  exclufivc  of  ftrangers,  is 
nefs,  computed  to  be  at  leaft  a  million ;  fome  fay  near  two  mil- 

lions, but  that  is  exaggerated.  However,  the  city  is  better 
filled  with  them  than  moft  in  Cbbuij  becaufe  it  hath  but  few 
gardens  and  orchards,  and  no  wafte-grbund.  The  fkeets 
are  ftrait  and  long,  and,  excepting  fome  few  of  the  better 
fort,  which  are  adorned  with  palaces,  temples,  triumphal 
arches,  and  fuch-like  fplendid  edifices;  the  reft  are  rather 
X  ilarrow  than  wide,  but  all  of  them  neat,  and  well-paved ;  and 
the  fhops  beautifully  furnifhed,  and  fet  out  with  the  richeft 
Canals.  Wares.  The  harbour,  quay,  and  canals,  are  covered  with 
fuch  an  infinite  multitude  of  barges,  boats,  and  other  veffels, 
and  fo  clofc  together,  that  they  appear  like  a  huge  floating 
city,  fevery  ftreet  hath  a  gate  at  each  end,  which  is  not  only 
ihut  up  every  night,  to  confine  every  perfon  to  his  proper 
quarter ;  but  likewife  in  the  day-time,  whenever  any  difturb- 
ance  happens,  in  order  to  prevent  its  fpreading  to  the  next. 
Gofvem-  ^  The  mandarin,  who  refides  here  as  viceroy,  hath  a  ftately 
mut.  palace  at  one  of  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  city  ;  which 
makes  it  very  inconvenient  for  thofe  who  are  to  apply  to  him, 
and  ftill  more  fo,  becaufe  the  building  is  very  deep,  and  z 
number  of  courts  muft  be  crofled  before  one  comes  to  the 
hall  of  audience,  where  he  adminifters  juftice' in  great  ftate: 
the  reafon  of  which  is  fuppofed  to  be,  either  to  prevent  fii- 
volous  complaints,  which  would  otherwife  too  frequendy 
,  happen  among  fuch  an  iijfinite  multitude  and  variety  of  inha- 
bitants, or  perhaps  more  probably  to  keep  up  the  greater 
grandeur  and  ftate  (O) .  His  government,  befides  the  metropolis, 
extends  over  feventeen  cities ;  viz.  one  of  the  fccond,  and 
Jixteen  of  the  third  rank ". 

^  Dv  Halde,  ubi  fupra.    Li  Comptb»  Martimi,  €t  al^ 

fup.  citat.  ... 

(O)  We  are  told  accordingly,  of  eight  Itifty  fellows,  in  a  chair 

that  he  feldom  (Hrs  abroad  with*'  of  ftate  like  a  throne,  with  t 

out  a  retinue  of  about  lOo  ofH-  large  canopy  over  his  head;  and« 

Cers  of  different  ranks,  befides  as  his  power  is  very  great,  fo 

his  flandard- bearers j -and  other  the  ianie  refped  is  paid  to  him 

inferior  attendants.    He  is  com-  as  to  a  little  monarchy  where* 

nonly  carried  on  the  ihoulders  ever  he  appears  (38)4 

(3S)  Vu  Hulde,  Lt  Cmptt^  Martini,  &  ahfrf,  fifat, 

,  ©IT 
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On  the  entrance  into  the  bay  of  ^ang-tong  ftands  the  City  of 
famed  Portuguefe  port  of  MakaUj  or,  as  it  is  vulgady  called,  Macao 
Macao  J  in  latitude  2:1®  12',  and  weft  longitude  from  Peeking  ^ff^rihed, 
3°  19'.     It  ftands  on  a  fmaU  peninfula,  or  rather  finall  ifland, 
(becaufe  feparated  from  the  continent  by  a  river,  which  is  inr 
larged  by  the  tide),  and  is  joined  to  it  only  by  a  (mail  ifthmus, 
or  neck  of  land,  acrofs  which  they  have  built  a  wall.     It  is  a 
convenient  trading  port,  of  which  the  Por^wg^w^  obtained  the 
pofleflion,  on  account  of  then-  having  aflifted  the  Chinefe  in 
driving  away  a  famed  pirate  who  infcfted  thofe  feas,  and  had 
Ijefieged  the  capital  of  the  province ;  and  obliged  him  to  re- 
tire to  MakaUf  Vhere  they  flew  him  fome.  time  before  the 
year  1660.     Some  authors  tell  us,  that  they  built  the  city, 
the  ifland  before  being  inhabited  by  none  but  banditti,  who 
only  lived  in  huts  and  woods  •".     However  that  be,  they  forti-  - 
fied  this  place  with  ftrong  walls,  and  other  works,  and  drove         \ 
a  great  trade  with  other  parts  of  India ;  but  were  afterwards 
fo  difturbed  by  the  Dutch,  that  its  trafBck,  as  well  as  ftrength, 
hath  been  Very  much  reduced ;  and  they  now  only  maintaia 
a  fmall  fa6lory  and  garrifon,  and  are  fo  very  poor,  that  the 
Chinefe  defpife  and  lord  it  over  them  (P). 

There  as  alfo  in  the  city  a  Chinefe  mandarin,  as  well  2i&  z.  Govern- 
Psrtuguefe  governor ;  the  former  of  whom  hath  his  palace  w^«/- 

*  Gemell.  Careri.  voy.  part  4.  1  1.  c-  i, 

(P)  They  were  reckoned  in  Annumy  zxA  fo  proportionably 

{j/«f//rs time  about  5000 of  tl^e  tp  the  inferior   ones:    whidh 

former,  moft  of  them  mongrels,  charge  is  defrayed  by  a  duty  of 

born  in   India^   and  of  Indian  ten  fer  Cent,  on  all  Portuguefe 

women ;  and  above  15,000  of  goods,  and  tvfoper  Cent,  on  mo- 

the  latter.     The  former  chufe  a  hey ;  over  and  above  what  is  paid 

ihagiftrate  from  among*  them-  tor  the  C^/zr^ government  tjg), 

felves,  ^yho  hafh  the  manage-  and  other  impofitions  from  the 

ment  of  all  civil  and  crimiQal  mandarin  that  commands  in  it ; 

affairs,  but  with  whom  the  lat-  and  the  viceroy,who  comes  often 

ter  are  not  concerned ;  th«ir  po  •  to  vifit  it,  and  muft  be  entertained    . 

Ikical  government  being  under  in  a  grand  manner,  and  glutted 

a  captain -general,  appointed  by  with  high  prefents,  &c.*  To  ' 

the  king  of  Portugal,  and  the  all  which   nardfhips  thcv  are 

fpiritaal  by  a  bifhop.    Allthefe  forced  to  fubmit,  becaufe,  all 

and  other  ofHcers  are  maintained  their  proviiions  coniing  to  them 

by  the  city,  which  allows  the  from  the  Chine/e,  they  might  be 

captain-general  a  piece  of  eight  ftarved  by  them  upon  the  lea(| 

per  day,  and  3000  every  three  diflikc.      n 
years  j   500  to  the  bilhop  per  .  % 

(39)  Cane  Cartri,  v«y,  part  4<  /.  t«. 
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in  the  heart  of  it,  and  commands  in  chief ;  fo  that  whatever 
he  will  have  done,  muft  be  complied  with,  efpccially  wh^re 
the  Chinefe  intereft  is  concerned.     To  that  end,  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  town  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and  well  provided 
with  cannon ;  and,  as  its  finall  garrifon  is  fupplied  with  all 
"neceflaries  by  the  Chinefe^  who  are  more  numerous  in  it, 
theft  hardly  think  it  worth  their  while  to  become  mafters  of 
Ji^am}       it.     It  pays  to  the  Chinefe  court  a  tribute  of  10,000,  others 
tribute,      fay  106,000,  ducats,  for  the  liberty  of  chufmg  their  magif- 
trates,  and  the  e^tercife  of  their  religion  and  laws,  befides  a 
heavy  impoft  on  every  veflel  and  merchandize  which  is  brought 
into  the  port ;  the  entrance  of  which  being  guarded  by  the 
Chinefe^  no  ftiip  can  come  in,  or  go  out,  without  their  know- 
lege  and  leave. 
Buildings,      Xhe  town  is  well  built,  though  not  large.     The  houfes 
are  after  the  European  manner,  but  low ;  and  the  churches, 
\  and   public  buildings,    pretty  handfome  for    that   country. 

The  ground  on  which  it  ftands  is  very  uneven,,  being  hill, 
Varhour,  valley,  and  plain ;  and  defended  by  three  forts,  all  of  them 
&c.  built  on  fome  advantageous  eminence,  which,  with  the  reft 

of  the  city  terminates  the  fijght  on  that  fide  from  the  fhips 
that  ride  at  anchor  :  but  betwixt  thi?  land,  which  is  of  fome 
■    extent,  and  the  town,  there  is  a  fafe  and  commodious  port, 
along  whofe  ftiores  the  city  extends.     The  commerce  of  it 
was  formerly  fo  confiderable,  whilft  the  Pbrtuguefe  were  per- 
mitted to  trade  with  Japan^  that  it  was  a  common  faying^ 
4hat  Macao  might  pave  its  ftreets  with  filver :  but,  fince  they 
were  forbidden  ^to  come  thither  under  fuch  fevere  penalties^ 
they  are  dwindled  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  poverty  and  fervitude, 
that  the  town  and  port  are  gone  quite  into  decay,  haidng  but 
five  fliips  of  their  own  to  maintain  all  the  vafl:  charges  above- 
mentioned  :  and  thefe  inftead  of  the  300  per  Cent,  which  they 
were  wont  to  return  from  Nangazakf,  bring  in  now  but  an 
inconfiderable  profit ;  which  will  be  leffened  ftill,  fays  Carery, 
by  the  fetting  up  of  the  new  Eaft-India  Company,  which  for- 
bids their  refort  to  feveral  ports,  and  their  trading  in  fomo 
Sunday      forts  of  their  commodities  *.     Before  we  take  Qur  leave  of  this 
diffennu    port,  we  muft  take  notice  of  one  remarkable  Angularity  re- 
lating to  it ;  vi%.  that  the  Sunday  with  them  is  the  Saturday 
'  wifh  the  Spaniards  in  the  Philippine  Iflands ;  the  reafon  of 
which  the  reader  tvill  fee  in  the  margin  ( Q^). 

^  GfiMELl*.  Carbri,  ubi  fupra. 

The 

(Q^)  This  difference,  which    other  days  of  the  we^k,  doth 
extends  itfclf  equally  to  all  the    not  proceed,  from  any  difference 

of 
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Tfl(E  kft  fliiog  we  have  to  mention  concerning  the  pro-  IJIeHviy 
^ncc  of  ^uang-tong,  is  the  illand  of  Ifay^han,  which  be-  nan  de^ 
loQgs  to  its  jurii<ii£kion9  and  lies  opposite  to  it,  on  the  gvilt/^'^^^* 
of  CocMn-China,  being-parted  from  it  by  a  very  narrow  chanei, 
fb  that  it  may  be  eaiily  defcried  frpm  the  oppofite  coaft,  in  a 
c!ear  flcy.     It  is  a  pretty  large  ifland,  and  extends  itfelf  from 
igo.io'  to  20^  8'  of  latitu(fc,  and  from  50  55'  to  8©  20^ of 
wcfl  longitude  from  P^-*/«^/  fo  that  its  greateft  length  frpm    - 
aft  to  weft  is  between  fixty  and  feventy  leagues,  and  from 
north  to  fquth  between  forty  and  fifty,  and  its  circumference 
about  160.    , 

It  is  moftly  mountdnous,  except  the  length  of  about  Fertility. 
fifteen  leagues  from  the  north  coaik,  which  is  plain,  and  well 
watered  by  rivers.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  pretty  nume'- 
rous,  cultivate  their  ground  fo  well,  and  the  rains  fall  down 
fofcafonably,  that  the  country  produces  rice,  and  other  corn, 
enough  for  their  fuftenance, .  and  commonly  yields  two  crops 
a  year :  befides  which,  they  have  plenty  of  fruits,  venifon, 
game,  dc.  .The  only  thing  they  want,  efpecially  on  the 
fouthern  fide,  is  wholfome  water ;  for  want  of  which  they  are 
obliged  to  boil  a  fufficient  quantity  of  it  in  the  morning  to 
ferve  them  all  the  day  ^, 

The  Chine/e. zrc  not  mafters  of  the  wholelfland,  but  only  Govern^ 
of  flioft  of  the  coafts,  and  fome  of  the  plains  in  the  inland,  msnt. 
which  the  natives  abandoned  to  them,  that  they  might  go  and 
enjoy  their  liberty  on  the  high  mountains,  where  they  aftually 
live  independent,  and  never  have  any  commerce  with  them, 
except  to  exchange  fome  of  the  gold-duft  which  they  gather  Traffich 
from  their  rivers  anci  torrents,  for  Chinefe  fait  and  clothes : 
fo,  though  they  are  fiippofed  to  have  fome  rich  mines  of  gold 
aftd  fdver,  yet.  they  are  either  too  indolent  or  inexpert  to  turn 
them  to.  any  advantage.     There  are  hardly  any  coafts  on  the 
eaftern  fea  which  produce  larger  and  finer  pearls  than  the 
nbrthern  ones  of  this  ifland.     The  inlands  yield  a  great  variety 
of  fragrant  woods,  and  of'beatitiful  colours,  particularly  thofc 
called  eagle,  rofe,   violet,  and  ebony-wood,    all  which   are 

y  Mmitimi,  Atlas  Sirtenf.  Du  Hald£,  p.  117. 

of  longitude  between  thofe  two  between  them,  they  have  failed    , 

places,  which  is  inconfiderable,  round  the  world,  by  /Oppofit^ 

butfrom  the  different  ways  of  fail-'  points  ;   in  doing  which,  there 

ingofthofe  two  nations:  for  the  muftof  cqorfe,  be  the  lofs  of 

Pflr^«g«^,incominghitherfrom  one  day,  as   every  one  knows 

'^unpey  fail  eaftwani;  whereas  that  hath  learnt  the  bare  cle- 

tlie  Spamar^j,  cottiing  froxAJme^  m^nts  of  the  globe* 
^'Va,  fail   weflward  j    fo  that. 


F  4  .  bought 
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bought  op  by  thp  Chine/e,  to  make  houlhold  «mamcnts,  or 
for  dyeing.  It  breeds  likcwife  variety  of  fine  birds,  bedb, 
and  a  partieular  kind  of  black  monkey,  with  a  face  the  neaieft 
to  human.  - 
Pre/s  of  The  iflanders,  both  men  and  women,  wear  their  hair  in  a 
$Jbi  p€ofle\  ring  on  their  forehead  ;  and  a  hat  on  thdr  beads,  made  of 
ftraw,  or  rattan,  and  tied  under  their  chin.  Thdr  habit  il 
only  a  piece  of  callico,  either  black,  or  of  a  deep  blue,  wfakh 
covers  them  from  the  waift  to  the  knees ;  befidcs  which,  Ae 
women  wear  a  kind  of  waiftcoat  of  the  fame.  Thefe  ftreak 
their  cheeks  from  the  eyes  downward  with  indigo :  both  iiKa 
and  women  wear  ear-rings  of  gold  and  fdver,  fhaped  like  a 
pear,  and  well  made.  Their  weapons  arc  bows  and  arrows, 
at  which  they  .are  not  very  dexterous  ;  and  a' kind  of  hanger, 
which  they  carry  in  a  little  baflcet  fattened  to  their  girdle  be* 
bind  ;  and  this  laft  is  all  the  tools  they  have  for  cutting  down 
timber,  or  for  carpenters  work.  "  . 
^ital  The  capital  city  in  the  ifland  is  called  Kyun-chew-fA.    It 

^e/criiej,    is  fltuate  On  a  promontory  ;  and  the  (hips  come  to  anchor  uor 
Fort.         der  its  very  walls.    The  port,  which  is  about  two  league^  * 
diftant  from  it,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland,  is  formed  bf 
a  pretty  large  river,  whofe  mouth  is  defended  by  two  fioaU. 
iforts  :  but,  as  it  hath  not  above  ten  or  twelve  feet  of  water, , 
any  veflels  made  after  a  different  manner  from  thofe  of  Chins 
would  find  it  difficult  tQ  enter  it.     Between  the  po)-t  and  dic- 
capital  is  a  fine  plain  full  of  hesiMXihiSfhinefe  fepulchres ;  among 
which  is  one  with  a  crofs  on  it,  in  which  lies  interred  an  Ao- 
froj^a.    Han  miffionary,  and  the  firft  who  landed  in  that  ifland.  Kyun' 
cffevj'f^  hath  under  its  jurifdidlion  three  cities  of  the  lecond, 
and  ten  of  the  third  rank,  mofl:  of  them  feated  along  the 
fca-coafts.     It,ftands  in  latitude  20®  2',  and  weft  longitude 
from  Pe-king  O^  j^o^,  and  is  governed  by  a  literary   and  a. 
military  mandarin^  (R)^ 

xni.  7U 

»  Martiki,  AtlasSinenf.  DuHaldb,  p.  117,  &feq. 

(R)  Near  this  ifland  is  that  a  hill  :  and  behind  it  is  a  OnaQ 

{mall    one    called  Sancian,    or  plain,  with  trees  on  one  fide,  and 

<  Shang^che^en-Jban,  amd  famed  gardens  on  the  other, 
fpr  the  death  of  the  modern        The  ifland  is  npt  defarf,  as 

ap<>ftle  of -the  Indies^    Framis  was  reported;  but  hath  aboat 

Xa^oier,  whofe  tomb  is  dill  to  five  villages,  inhabited  by  poor  ] 

be  feen,  and  is  much  reforted  to  fi(hermen.     The  Pbrtugue/e  Je- 

t)y  travellers.     It  Hands  on  a  fuits  built  a  chapel  here  above 

>     ]|ttle  eminence,,  af  th^  foot  of  i^fty  y^ars  ago.  which,  thoag^ 

pnly 
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XIII.  ^be  Province  of  Quang-fu 

/yUJNG-SI,   ^n-Ji,   ^am-Ji,   hath  ^lang-fimg,  laft    XIII. 
^  ^dgfcribed.   on  the  fouth-eaft;    Hu-quang  and  ^^-Quang.fi 
cheiu  on  the  north ;  Tun-nan  on  the  weft ;  and  the  ocean,  de/crSt^ 
with  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Tonquiny  on  the  fouth.    It  ex-  ' 
(ends  itfelf  only  fix)m  21^  50'  to  26©  15'  of  latitude,  and 
from  40  10'  to  1 1©  48'  of  weft  longitude  from  Peeking.    It 
is  for  the  moft  part  mountainous,  and  fhort  of  the  fertility  of 
Other  provinces ;  yet  hath  fome  vaft  fpacious  plains,  efpecially  jr^/iViW, 
c»i  the  fouth,  fo  weU  cultivated,  that  it  is  able  to  fupply  that 
.  of  jgtttf«g-^c«^  with  rice  and  corn  for  fix  months  in  the  year. 
Jt  is*  watered  by  a  great  number  of  rivers,  which  flow  from 
the  mountains  eaftwards  into  the  Ta^hoy  or  great  river  which 
iruns  into  ^uang-tong.    And,  as  feveral  of  them  are  naviga- 
ble  on  the  eaft  part,  the  people  are  more  given  to  traflick,  and 
much  more  polite,  than  thole  on  the  weft  and  north  fide,  who 
are  a  rude  fort  of  mountdneers,  difdain  all  fubjedlion,  and  live 
like  independent  favages. 

These  vaft  ridjges  of  mountains  are  covered  with  large  Af^i^i- 
foiefis,  though  many  of  them  abound  with  mines  of  gold  (S),  tains. 
iilver,  copper,  iron,  ifc,  feveral  forts  of  curious  woods  ufcd 
by  the  joiners ;  among  which  there  is  one  particular  fort  of 
tree,  which,  inftead  of  pith,  contains  a  foft  fubftance,  which 
.  thqr  grind  .into  meal,  and  dovh  not  tafte  amifs.     The  infeft 
that  ^oduces  the  wax  is  in  great  plenty  all  over  the  province,  , 
.which breeds likewifc  parrots,  and  other  fine  birds,  rhinoce- 
ros's, porcupines,  and  other  wild  beafts.  The  cinnamon  whichManufac^ 
grows  here  is  better,  and  more  odoriferous,  than  that  of  the/«w. 
ifland  of  Ceylon;  and  the  filks  that  are  manufadlured  here 
bear  a  good  price :  but  the  chief  one  of  this  province  is  that 
of  porcelain,  which  is  made  much  finer  than  in  other  parts, 
though  one  of  the  ingredients  is  brought  from  that  of  Nan- 

only  of  plafter,  doth  yet  look  charge,  on  condition  they  paid 

very  neat ;  the  Chtnife  having  the  emperor  40  per  Cent,  and 

japsmned  it  ovei;  with  red  and  his  officers  attending  on  it  £ve    . 

^ne  varnifli  (40).  ^  per  Cent,  out  of  the  profits  ari-  ^ 

(S)  There  wa$  a  rich  one,  in  fing  fi-om  it ;  bntthat  monarch 

particular,  which  the  inhabitants  fince  took  it  into  his  hand,  and 

pftbedi^ft  obtained  a  patent  worked  it  at  his  own  charge 

from  the  court  to  have  the  pri-  (41 ). 

vilege  of  working  at  their  own 

(40)  U  CmfUy  Du  Mdc,  ^  ail.  (41}  Du  BaUe,  uhi  J^p.  /.  120* 

kings 
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king ;  it  being  obfervcd,  that  the  water  of  the  former,  aod 
the  fand  of  the  latter,  muft  concur  to  atalce  that  ware  com* 
j)lete.     The  number  of  inhabitants  was  once  computed  to 
amount  to  196,719  femilies,  or  1,054,760  men.     The  pro- 
vince is  divided  into  twelve  jurifdifHons ;  whole  capitals  are 
Cities.       as  follow  :  ^ey-ling,  the  metropolis  of  the  whole,-  2.  Lynh  . 
€kews  3.  Kin-ywert:  4.  Se-ngen ;    5.  Ping^lo ;  6.  U-chna 
7.  Siffchew  :    8,  Nan*mng  j    9.  Toy 'ping  ;    10.  Se-mit^t  \ 
II.  Chin-ngan:  12.  Se^chin. 
Quey.  ^UET'LING'FUy  the  metropolis,  is  fidd  to  have  its  name 

l^.f4  from  a  flower,  which,  though  very  common  in  China,  yet 
iiefcribei,  grows  in  greater  quantity  there  (T).  It  is  fituale  oti 
river  which  falls  into  the  Ta-ho ;  and  runs  with  f«ch  rapi^ 
dity  through  the  narrow  vallies,  that,  though  large,  it  is  not-; 
navigable,  or  of  any  fervice  for  traffick.  The  city  is  top^. 
aad  well'built,  and  in  fome  meafure  after  the  manner  of  ofcri 
antient  fortifications  ;  but  is  ftiU  vaftly  inferior  to  mbftothcfj 
capitals, .  and  is  furrounded  with  favage  aqd  barbarous  peo] 
who  are  fettled  in  the  mountains,  and,  as  was  lately  hint 
live  in  a[  kind  of  independence  from  the  mandarins^^  It  ftandsi 
latitude  25®  13',  and  weft*  longitude  from  Pe-king  fP  i^^^ 
and  bath  a  jurifdiftion  over  two  cities  of  the  fecond,  and  {sM^ 
of  the  third  rank.     The  bird  called  King-hi  (U)  is  caiigkt 


(T)  The  word  iignifies  the 
forcft  of  the  flower  ^y,  which 
flower' grows  upon  a  tree  not 
luUike  our  laaret,  and  yields  a 
fine  tafte  and  fmell,  and,  when 
dried,  is  commonly  mixed  with 
fome  forts  of  cakes,  to  raife  their 
flavour  and  reliih.  There  is  a 
mount  likewife  on  the  eaft  end 
of  the  city,  which  bears  the 
fame  name,  from  the  vaft  quan- 
tities of  that  flower  with  which 
3t  is  perpetually  covered,  and 
which  perfume  the  whole  coim- 
,try  :  for  it  is  obfervable,  that 
no  fooncr  one  falls,  but  another 
breaks  out  in  its  place.  Some 
think,  however,  that  t^.ey-tzKg 
Jath  its  name  from  the  river 
^ey^  which  runs  near  its  walls. 


(U)  This  rare  bird,  wli< 
name  flgnifles  the  golden  hen,  il 
much  efteemed  for  its  extrw 
dinary  beauty  both  of  cdoiir 
and  ihape,  as  well  as  for  its  a* 
quiflte  tade,  which  is  aEnooi 
to  excel  that  of  our  pheafaBO*. 
Its  feathers  are  of  a  delightM 
mixture  of  blue  and  red,  find] 
fhaded  towards  the  extreroitici 
of  the  wings  and  tail,  andintef' 
mixed  with  variety  of  other 
colours.  The  body  is  fiacJf 
fliaped,  and  the  head  crown^ 
with  a  beautiful  creli:  (42].  It 
is  very  common  in  this  and  th< 
next  province  we  are  going  ta 
fpeak  of. 


^43;  Du  Halde,  uhifup.  p.  J$. 


%]xh» 
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I  vithin  this  territory,  vrhofe  feathers  are  variegated  ^ith  fuch 
I  bright  colours,  that  they  weave  them  in  their  filks  *. 

I  XIV.  ?Zf  Prsvinci  of  Yun-nan. 

TUN'NJNy  Tu-nan,  Jwt-nan,  is  bounded  on  the  north    XIV. 
[J  hy  S€'chewj  and  the  territory  of  the  lamas;  on  the  weft  Yun  nan 
.by  the  kingdoms  of  Jva^  Pegul  and  fome  unknown  barba-^^C/^^^^* 
;  reus  nations ;  on  the  ibath  by  the  kingdoms  of  Law,  or  Lau' 
[chat  and  Tong-king;  and,  on  the  call,  by  the  provinces  of' 
J^ang'Ji ^nd  ^uey-chew.    It  extends  itfelf  from  2i*  34'  to 
afi'  of  ladtude,  and  from  10^  i6f  to  iZ^  34^  of  weft  longi- 
,mde  from  Peeking*    It  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  rlcheft  and 
aoft  fertile  of  the  empire,  being  every-where  watered  by  ri- . 
10*5,  feveral  of  which  rife  from  fome  confiderable  lakes  ;.  and  Golden 
|«hers  defccnd  from  the  mountains,  and  bring  down  great  mines. 
i^uantities  of  gold  fand,  and  fome  precious  ftones,   partictt- 
bity  rubies  of  flngular  beauty  are  dug  out  of  thHe  mountains  i 
ptod,  if  the  golden  mines  were  fuifered  to  be  opened,  they 
prould  in  all  probability  amount  to  immenfe  fums.    They 
|fitewife  produce,  among  other  bafer  metals,  one  called  Pe* 
Ui%,  which  is  white  within  and  without,  but  in  other  refpefts   , 
■^XBOchlike  the  c6mmon  copper ;  and,  among  other  valuable 
>QSSf  the  la^pis  armenusy  sl  kind  of  feddifh  amber,  and  a 
fort  oi  marble  of  divers  colours,  whofe  veins  naturally 
flowers,  trees>  mountains,  rivers,  irt.  and  of  this 
ixj  make  tables,  and  other  ornaments. 

.  The  country  produces  plenty  of  corn,  rice,  and  all  kinds  produS. 
^  provifions,  medicinal  plants,  roots,  gums,  mufk,  e5yr.  be- 
lUes  plenty  of  filk,  cotton,  and  flax.  It  likewife  breeds  va- 
ietyof  animals,  particularly  elephants,  horfes,  and  a  curious 
angof  ftags,  which  are  neither  taller  nor  thicker  than  our  or- 
finary  dogs,  and  are  kept  by  the  rich  in  their  gardens  for 
heir  diverfion.  Here  is  alfo  bred  the  golden  hen,  defcribed 
B  the  laft  note,  and  other  curious  birds.  The  whole  pro- 
fince  is  divided  into  twenty-one  diftrifts,  or  jurifdiftions,  of 
fce  firft  rank,  which  have  under  them  fifty-five  others  of  the 
econd  and  third,  bcfides  eight  military  cities,  and  a  good 
Bomber  of  fortrefles,  caftles,  eJrr.  The  cities  of  the  firft  C///Vj 
raak  are,  i.  Tun-nan,  the  metropolis;  2.  Ta-li;  3.  Ling- 
ngans  4.  Cbu-hyang;  5.  Ching-kydng;  6.  King-tong;  7.  ^mn* 
nan;  8.  ^uang-Ji ;  9.  Shttn-ningj  10,  Ku-tjing ;  n.  Tau- 
ngans  i2.  Ko-king;  13.  Vu-ting;  i/^^Ly-kyang-fu;  i^.Tweri'^^ 

•  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p.  iig,  $t  feq.     Vid.  &  Martini 
Adas,  La  Martin i£ii£,  j;  al, 

iyangi 
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Yun-nan 
defcribid* 


Decay, 

nvhence. 


fraffick. 
Sit  in  ma- 
nufac- 
ture. 
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iyang;  16,  Mang-wbaj  17 .  Yung-chang ;  iSlTung-ning-tut] 
.19.  Tung'Pe;  20.  Kay-wha;  21.  Satv-ta, 

TUN'NJN,  Ju-nan,  Ju-nung-ftty  metropolis  of  the  | 
vince,  is  fituate  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  a  Ikrge  and  deep  I 
or,  according  to  the  language  of  the  country,  on  the  coa 
the  fouth  fca,  in  latitude  2  5°  6\  and  weft  longitude  from  Pe 
^  3*  3  /'•     I^  ^^s  not  long  ago  very  remarkable  for  its  h 
and  the  number  of  its  ftately  buildings  and  fine  gardens  \ 
its  walls,  which  are  three  miles  (if  not  rather  leagues)  in  comp 
it  having,  been  the  refidence  of  feveral  monarchs.    At  the  ^ 
of  the  Tartars  invading  it,  they  gave  the  then  reigning  pri 
the  inveftiture  of  the  province,  ^^ita  Ae  title  6f  king(l( 
but  he,  growing  weary  of  the  yoke,  and  having  takett'| 
arms  againft  the  emperor,  y^nno  1 679,  his  family  was  rvh ' 
and,  he  dying  foon  after  of  old  age,  his  army  foon  difpt 
itfelf,  and  his  kingdoi^i,  and  ftately  palaces,  as  well  as  his  ( 
fell  into  ruin  and  defolajion  ^, 

The  metropolis  hath  not  fared  much  better;  thought 
ftill  the  refidence  of  the  Tfong-tHy  or  governor-general  of  j 
provinces  of  Tun-nan  and  ^tey-chew,  as  well  as  of-theC 
roy  of  the  province..    Its  traifick  is  chiefly  for  metal,  wMI 
•greater  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  empu-e ;  anJ 
principal  mankfafture  a  particular  fort  of  fattin,    made! 
twifted  filk,  without  flower  or  glofs,  and  dyed  of  allcok 
like  the  common  fort,  but  which  are  neither  bright  nor  D*i 
They  likewife  make  here  a  fort  of  carpets  of  the  famel 
twifted  filk.     The  inhabitants,  who  are  here  a  ftout, 
geous,  and  aftive  people,  and  given  both  to  agriculture! 
arms,  hive  a  breed  of  horfes,  which,  tho'  fmall,  are  ftr 
and  fleet,  and  which  they  ride  with  only  a  carpet  inftcad  c 
faddle  under  them.     Tun-nan  hath  in  its  diftrift  four  citics| 
the  fecond,  and  feven  of  the  third  rank. 


^  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p.  122,  &  feq. 
Adas,  La  Martini£Re,  &  al.  * 


Vid.  et  Marti] 


(W)  This  prince's  name,  AT^o 
tells  us,  was  Vu  fangui  (43),  or, 
as  Du  Halde  and  his  traaflator 
write  it,  JJ-fan-ghey  (44),  who 
was  the  unfortunate  perfon  that 


called  in  the  Tartars  to  fuppi 
the  rebels,  and,  by  that  ui»! 
vifed  flep,  proved  the  caufe 
the  lofs  of  the  Chinefe  empirCj 
will  be  feen  in  the  fequel. 


(f3)  Apj^i  IJbrandTn  Idei^  p,  142.        C44;  Pag,  123. 
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XV.  The  Province  of  Qucy-chcw. 

tjVET'CHEW,  one  of  the  fmalleft  provinces  of  the  cm-     XV. 

4^pire,  hath  ^mng-Ji. on  tl>c  fouift;  Hu-quang  on  the  Qucy- 
tttt;  Se-cbwen  on  the  north;  and  Tun-nan  on  the  weft  •  <^hcw. 
ad  extends  itfelf  from  240  40'  to  29**  of  latitude,  and  from 
/"to  12°  30'  of  weft  longitude  from  Pe-king.     The  whole  yaft 
conntry  is  naturally  barren,  on  account  of  its  vaft,  rugged,  groftpf  ^ 
and  inacceflible  mount^ns,   which  are   here  in  fuch  great  ^j'*"'- 
quantities,  that  it  looks  as  if  the  whole  body  of  them  had  ^"''* 
Hade  it  their  rendezvous.  The  late  civil  wars  have  rendered  it 
Mfliore  difagreeable  and  uncultivated,  and  fo  thinly  peopled^ 
lliat  the  emperors  bave  been  obliged  to  fend  colonies  thither 
fiom  other  provinces,  and  fometimes  difgraced  governors,  with 
dwrwhole  families  (X).     As  for  the  natives  of  the  province,  Wtldforti 
4cy  bear  an  exaft  refemblance  to  the  country,  and  are  a  rude,  rf^  '''^*' 
fcrbarous,  and  lawlefs  people,  who  live  in  cpnftant  defiance  *'^^*''* 
tttk  the  Chinefe  government,  make  war  or  peace  wijth  it  as 
W^fuits  their  intereft  or  humour,  and  often  harrafs  and  ra- 
%  them  in  thdr  fettlements :  for  this  reafon  they  are  ob- 
tpitohave  here  a  vaft  number  of  military  cities,  fortrefles, 
crfb,  i;c.  all  ftrongly  garrifoned,  to  keep  tliem  in  awe ; 
fiiilto  province  being  the  direft  and  only  road  to  that  of  31m«- 
^  there  is  a  neceffity  to  keep  it  open  at  any  rate  ;  and  fuch 
tiBBiber  of  forces  they  keep  here  in  pay  for  that  end,  that 
fctribute  which  is  levied  upon  the  country  not  being  fuffi- 
hi  to  maintain  them,  the  court  is  obliged  to  make  up  the 
tofcncy  by  new  fupplies  every  year. 

The  mountains,  however,  are  rich  in  mines  of  gold,  fil-  Mines  of 
•^^  quickfilver,  and  copper,  of  part  of  the  latter  of  which  ^Z^*  &«•, 
k  mall  coin  that  is  current  in  the  empire  is  moftly  made. 
Ifcvallies  between  are  fome  of  them  large,  fertile,  and  well 
*ttered;  and  would  yield  much  better  crops,  if-  duly  culti* 

(X)  This  province  is  much  reffes,  under  the  protedlion  of 

fc  fame  to  the  C^//ii?/^  that  ^Jz-  their  governors   and  foldiery; 

is  tq  the  Mu/covites  ;  and  whilft  th«  natives,  who  inhabit 

mandarins  and  govei'nors,  their  high  and  rugged  moun- 

arc  fent  thither  with  their  tains,  avoid  all  coHimerce,  ex* 

ics,  and  fometimes  for  life,  ccpt  that  of  making  fome  plun- 

onlyfuch  as  have  been  guilty  dering  excurfions  upoi>  them, 

fome  ftatc  crimes.     Thefc  Great  pains  have  been  taken  by 

55^  colonies  live   in    their  *  the  government  to fupprefs  them, 

ig  walled  towns  and  fort,  but  hitherto  to  little  effed  ^45). 


L 


f45^  Martinif  Kao^  La  Martinierf,  Du  Haldc,  Sf  «/. 

vated. 


9+ 


Caflle. 


Cities, 


Qucy. 

yang-fu 

dejcrtbtd. 


Sina-ni, 
nubo. 
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vated.     They  carry  on  no  manufafture  of  either  filk  dr  < 
here ;  but  nuke  themfelves  ftoffs  of  a  kiod  of  vegetables,  j 
unlike  our  hemp,  which  is  a  proper  wear  for  fummer. 
inhabhants  breed  vafl  herds  of  cows,  hogs,  itc.  and  thel 
horfes  in  all  China,     The  wild  fowl  is  in  the  grcateft  plei 
and  variety,  and  of  excellent  tafle.     The  only  commerce  I 
tween  the  Chinefe  and  the  natives  confifts  in  a  frequent 
change  which  the  latter  are  obliged  to  make  of  fomeof 
gpld-duft,  cattle,  wtld  fowl,  he,  for  a  fupply  of  fait,  crilio 
and  the  like  goods,  which  they  want.     Upon  the  whole, 
province  abounds  with  all  forts  of  provifions,  and  moft  \ 
them  very  cheap.     It  is  divided  into  ten  diftrifts  of  the  * 
rank,  under  which  are  thirty-eight  of  the  fecond  and 
bcfKics  military  cities,    fortreifes,  be.      The  capital  an 
(which,  by  the  way,  are  vaftly  inferior  in  largenefs,  beautj 
and  wealth,  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned)  are,    i .  J^a^J 
yang^    the  metropolis;     2»  Se-^hew ;    3.  Se-nan ;   4. 
ywcn:    5.  She-tfyem    6.  Tong-jin :    7.  Ngan-chan;  8. 
yvn;  9.  Ping-yioen ;   10.  IVey^ning^. 

^U£  T'TJN  G-FU,  metropolis  of  the  whole,  is  one  of  t| 
fmalleft  and  worft  built  in  all  China  ;  its  walls  being  fcai 
three  miles  in  compafs,  and  the  houfes  moftly  of  earth  a 
brick.     It  (lands  in  a  pleafant  and  fertile  plain,  on  a  fflii 
river,  but  which  bears  no  boats ;  whence  the  commerce  t)f  ij 
town  IS  inconfiderable.     It  is  encompafled  at  a  diftance  ^ 
vciy  high  and  deep  mountains  (Y),  whieh  are  inhabited] 
a  people  of  different  extraft  from  the  Chin^/e,  whence 
were  called  Sina-ni,  or  weftern  barbarians,  becaufe  they  1 
weft  of  China ;  and, '  after  their  reduftion,  were  with  mg 
difEculty  brought  to.  conform  to  the  Chinefe  cuftoms. 
read  of  fome  few.  ftately  buildings  within  the  city, 
though  gone  to  decay,  fhew  it  to  have  been  formerly  ifl 
more  flourifhing  condition,  or,  as  fome  fay,  a  royal  refidei 


^  Du  Halde,  ubi  fop.  p.  119, 
Atlas,  La  Martini£r£,  &  al. 


k  feq.     Vide  ct  Mart 


(Y)  Among  them,  thofe  that 
follow  are  worth  a  curious  read- 
cr's  notice  ;  i .  ToTtg-euy  or  the 
topper  kettle-drum^  becaufe  it  is 
obferved  to  make  fome  fuch 
kind  of  noife  at  particular  fan- 
foBs,  efpecially  before  rain.  z. 
That  of  Nung-huangy  which  is 


fo  ftecp  and  ftrait,    that 
creatures  can  climb  up  to] 
A  third,  called  Fen  pi,  wn 
Hands  by  itfelf,  on  the  fouthf 
of  the  city,  and  is^  cut  in 
fhape  of  an  ifofccles  cone,ivl»j 
terminates  in  an  acute 
(46). 


(46)  Kerehtr,  Martini,  Garden,  ^  4/. 
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lot  there  flands^^without  the  walls  of  it^  a  large  temple,  faid  to 
^e  beea  built  by  the  Tartar  family  of  Twen,  and  allowe4 
|t>  be  a  magnificent  edifice. 

^  ^ET'YANG.ibini^  in  latitude  2 6P  30^ .  and  9 *^  52'  weft 
Jtadc,  from  Pe-king ;  and  hath  a  jurifdiftion  over  three 
of  the  fecond,  and  four  of  the  third  rank,  befides  a  gi;eac 
pBmber  of  forts,  with  which  it  is  in  a  mcimier  furrounded. 
.  We  have  now  gone  through  the  fifteen  provinces  withia 
[the  walls,  and  the  principal  iilands  belonging  to  them ;  and 
"  now  clofe  the  geography  of  this  great  empire  with  a  fhort 
nt  of  \h&  province  of  Lyau-tong,  which  is  fituate  without 
walls,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  T^rtary^  but  is,  like  the 
fifteen  above-defcribed,  fubjeft  to  the  fiame  govern* 
t.       . 

^bf  Prwince  ijf  Lyau-tong,  or  Quang-tong, 

'THIS  province,  which  is  now  proved,  on  all  hands,  to  Ly an* 
r  A  be  fituate  without  the  great  CUne/e  wall  (Z),  which  parts  it  tone  4f. 
fcom  that  QiPe-chli  ont  he  fouth-weft  j  is  bounded,  on  the  esSi^fifthed. 
%  the  kingdom  of  Korea ;  on  the  north,  by  the  mountains 
•^  Talow,  or  Tartary;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  gulf  of  its 
;  swn  name;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  country  of  the  Moguls. 
j  "It  h  but  a  imall  province,  compared  to  thofe  of  China  we  have 
kganc  through;  and  extends  itfelf  only  about  270  or ^2 80 
Wfe,  Where  longeft;  but,  in  other  parts,  is  much  fliorter. 
ft  reaches  from  390  to  almoft  43^  of  latitude,  and  2^^  30'  to 
ytnoft  9**  eaft  longuitude,  from  Pe-king.  It  was  reckoned,* 
mDienKao's  time,  the  fixteenth  province  }n  tht  Chinefe  em- 
lire,  though  feated  without  the  wall  d ;  but  hath  fince  loft 
|.lhat  dignity  under  the  Tartars ;  and  is  now  treated  as  a  con-> 
j.^ered  province,  for  reafons  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  hint 
;H  iathefequel. 

\    *  VideKAO,  ubi  fup.  p.  115.  &  129.  &  fcq,  '  L«  Comptb, 
ViRBusT,  Martini,  &  al. 

(Z)  Nieubqf,  and,  after  him,  plainly  appears  from  what  we 

Kw//«,   were  the    firft    who  have  quoted  above  out  of  th«f 

^aced  this  province  within  the  Chinefi  geographer  D,  Kao^  as 

palls.    The  firft,  in  his  map  well  as  from  f^erhiefi^  who  tra- 

[►^xed  t<^  his  Dutch  Amhajly  \  veiled  thither  with  the    court, 

|M  the  latter  in  his  ^//dv.    But  and  L^  Com//^,  and  other  more 

^atitwas  an  overfightinthem,  modern  writers  (47). 

The 
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Soil.  Thb  land  is  fertile,  and  well  cultivated,  diongh  moffly 

mountainous  and  ^ne\^en ;  and  had  formerly  a  great  rnimhr 

Gittes  it-    of  large  cities  and  towns,  which  lie  now  in  ruins,  \sm% 

cay^.        been  moftly  dcftroyed  during  the  wars  with  the  Tartm$ 

without  ever  being  able  to  recover  themfelves  fince  •.    On 

A  great     Ae  contrary,  we  arc  told,  that  the  Tartars  have,  inftcadol 

number  9f  them,  built  a  great  number  of  military  cities,  fbrtrefles,  a&d 

fortrejfes.   caftles,  to  prevent  it,  and  to  keep  the  Lyau-tongers  undtf, 

who  are  a  ftout  and  warlike  people,  very  numerous,  andnn* 

cafy  under  the  yoke  (A).     Some  of  thefe  fortreflfes  are  indeed, 

fo  large  and  populous,  and  have  raifed  themfelves  to  fodt^ 

degree  of  fplcndor  and  opulence,  as  to  be  little  inferior  to 

fome  of  thofe  of  the  firft  and  fecond  order  in  China ;  and  4e 

inhabitants,  foldiers,  as  well  as  others,  are  growa  very  jidfc 

and  powerful  in  them,  and  drive  a  goo4  commerce  with  the 

•  northern  provinces  of  Chinas  particularly  with  the  capitadone 

.  of  Pe-cheliy  whilft  the  Lyau-tongers  are,  for  the  moft  part,  kept 

in  a  ftate  of  fubjeftion  and  flavery  under  them. 

Chara^er      They  are,  however,  a  very  ftout,  tall,  and  brave  people; 

pfthe        and  their  frequent  wars  with  their  neighbours,  on  aU  fides^ 

feofie.  .    have  rendered  them  expert  and  warlike.    But  though  they 

*  Vide  Kao,  ubi  fup.  Lb  Compte,  Verbiest,  MartiiI) 
&al. 


(A)  bior.  Kao,  lately  G[poted, 
tells  us,  that  this  province  was 
the  way  through  which  the  Tar- 
tars, now  reigning  in  CJi;ina, 
came  into  it  (48)  :  from  which 
his  tranflator,  in  his  notes  on 
him,  concludes,  on  what  autho- 
rity is  not  eafy  to  gucfs,  that,  in 
gratitude  to  them  for  their  aiiifl- 
ance,  and  eafy  paiTage  through 
it,  they  made  it  a  new  province 
<5f  the  Chinefe  empire,  and  en- 
dowed it  with  the  fame  privi- 
leges with  th^  other  fifteen. 
Whereas  by  thefevere  treatment 
they  have  received  from  thcih, 
one  would  be  apt  to  think  they 
bad  rather  oppofed  their  \en-'^ 
trance,  and  0iewed  too  much 
fidelity  to  the  Chinee. 

And,  indeed,  that  writer 
plainly  tells  us,  that  the  Tar- 

(4S)  Vide  Kao^  tAifup»  p.  115*  fif  I26t  andttsteu 


tars  made  an  irruption  istt' 
Lyau-tong,  where  they  met  wick 
a  repulfe  from  the  Chinefe  cm* 
peror  Vang-ty,  or  Van'U{i^\ 
by  which  it  feems  as  if  the 
Chintfe  were  then  m  afters  of 
that  province ;  for  the  getdng 
it  into  their  hands  was  one  01 
the  moft  eiFe£\ual  means  to  fe« 
cure  China  frorii  invaiions  froB 
that  part  of  Tartary  ;  and  eithtf ' 
that,  or  fome  other  Cbin^' 
monarch,  might  endow  the 
lyau'tongians  with  the  jjrivi- 
leges  of  his  Chinefe  fubjefis. 
either  as  a  reward  for,  or  to  fe« 
cure,  their  fidelity  to  the  CUnefi 
government:  we  may^  offer  feme 
further  conjedures  on  this  head, 
when  we  come  to  their  hifto^i 
and  their  wars  with  the  Taf 


tars. 


(49)  mi  p.  u^ 

part«is9 
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I '.  partake  mort  of  the  temper  of  the  Tartars^  they  are  affirmed 
[ '  to  be  fonder  of  the  Chinefe  government,  religion,  and  cu- 
I    ftoms ;  which,  in  fome  meafure,  confirms  what  we  obferved 

in  the  laft  note.     They  are  much  given  to  agriculture  and  Traffck 
I .  traffick ;  by  the  former  of  which,  they  have  made  fuch  im-  «»^ 
i    provements  on  their  lands,  that  they  are  become  much  more  ^Hfi^^ry* 
\  ^  fertile  than  they  naturally  were ;  and  thofe  who  live  near  the 
fea  carry  on  a  good  commerce  v/ith  China,  Korea,  and  Japan, 
the  chief  part  of  which  confifts  in  furs  of  beavers,  fables,  and 
other  wild  beafts,  and  a  much  larger  would  they,  in  all  pro- 
bability, drive,  if  they  were  not  kept  fo  under  by  their  ma- 
i   fters.     They  do  not  feem,  indeed,  to  have  fuch  a  happy  ge- 
nius for  arts  and  fciences  as  the  Chinefe-,   but  the  former 
floariftiing  condition  of  their  country,  though  deprived  of 
many  lingular  advantages,  of  foil,  climate,  rivers,  i^c,  which 
China  enjoys,  fhews  that  they  were  at  leaft  equal  to  them  in  dili- 
gence and  induftry.    So  that  if  their  noble  antient  cities  are  now 
left  to  go  into  ruin,  if  their  trade  and  manufaftures  languifh, 
;    and  their  wealth  is  now  pafled  into  other  hands,  it  can  only 
be  owing,  to  the  pppreffion  they  fuffer  under  the  prefent  go-  Opprejponl 
vernment,  under  which  they  appear  to  have  groaned  ever  fince 
the  conqueft  of  China,  of  which  it  was  then  the  fixteenth 
province :  for  though  one  might  have  expefted  that  the  Tar- 
tars,  after  they  were  become  mafters  of  the  whole  Chinefe 
empire,  would  have  left  this  province  to  enjoy  its  antient  pri- 
\    vileges;  yet,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  probably  thofe  we 
hinted  at  in  the  laft  note,  they  thought  fit  to  deprive  it  of 
;    them,  and  reduce  it  to  the  condition  of  a  conquered  or  tri- 
butary one  (B). 

We 

(B)  This  feems   fully  con-  fovereign  tribunals,   to  judge# 

i'^med,  by  a  letter  of  Father  without  appeal,  of  all  matters 

AW,  a  Ci&/«f/^  miflionary  to  the  relating   to   the  Tartars:    iot 

general    of  the  Jefuits,    anno  Lyau-tohg,    fays   he,    is   now 

1703,  concerning  the  then  ftate  elleemed  as  a  province  of  TVzr- 

of  their  miflion ;  wherein  he  ac-  tary,  and  the  Lyau  tongers  ar© 

;    qaaints  him,  that  they  had  not  no  longer  looked  upon  as  Chi- 

as  yet  made  any  fettlement  at  j/r/?^  but  as  native  Tartan  (40)* 

Ijau-tong ;   but  that  they  had  TJrus  Tar  the  niiffionary,  who 

formed  a  proje£l  of  making  erne  might  more  truly  have  r:y  fed 

at  Chin-jaffg,    capital  both  of  them  fubjecls,  or  flave$,  ;t^t^>« 

that  province  and  of  all  Eajierh  ^«r/^ri,fince  their  conditiAOu is  na 

Tartary.    That  city,  continues  better,  whilll  the  Chi^icfe^  more 

le,  is  very  confiderable,    the  favoured  than  they,  enjoy  the 

tttpcror  having  eftablifhed  four  fame  advantages  andprivileges; 

:  (40)  Lettr,  ed'iffiant.  tm^  vii.  ;».  63. 
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Cities.  We  read  but  of  two  capital  cities,  or  cities  of  the  firft 

rank,  in  Father  MartinVs  time ;  the  firft  of  which  was  called 
Leao-yungy  which  name,  he  tells  us,  was  given  to  it  by  the 
Tartarian  family  of  Kina\   and  the  other  King-ywen,  or 
Ning-yuen ;  neither  of  which  have  any  thing  worth  farther 
police,  they  being  both  gone  into  decay.     Since  then.  Father 
Fountenay^  a  Jefuit,  who  came  from  CA/«a  about  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century,  as  well  as  Father  Noel^  mentioned  is 
Ne^  ca-    the  laft  note,  make  the  city  of  Chin-yang  to  be  the  metro* 
fital.         polls  ^     From  which,  we  may  fuppofe  the  Tartars  to  haw 
made  fome  confiderable  alterations  in  the  government  of  this 
province,  fince  this  laft  is  likewife  ftiled  the  metropolis  of 
Eajiern  Tartary^   and  the  refidence  of  the  four  grand  tri* 
bunals.     Thofe  of  the  fecond  and  third  rank  mufl  ftill  be 
Fortrejes.  Hiore  inconfiderable ;  but  their  fortrefles  of  the  firft  order  arc 
faid  to  be  as  large,  populous,  and  opulent,  as  fome  of  the 
capitals  of  China,     Thefe  are  eleven  in  number,  befides  the 
metropolis  above-mentioned.     The  fame  number  there  are  dp 
thofe  of  the  fecond  rank,  and  about  feven  or  eight  of  the 
third ;  which  laft  are  more  remarkable  for  then:  ftrength  and 
garrifons,  than  for  their  largenefs  or  opulence. 
FtrtiUty.        The  country  produces  plenty  of  corn,  millet,  and  other  ^ 
grain ;  but  very  little  rice,  for  want  of  fuch  rivers  and  canab 
as  the  Chinefe  have.     They  abound  with  variety  of  wild  fowl, 
and  wild  beafts,  fruits,  herbs,  and  roots,  both  culinary  and  ■ 
Koot  Jin-  medicinal.     Among  the  laft,  the  famed  root,  called  Jin-feng^^ 
fcng.         Cing'feny  or  Jin-fen,  fo  puch  efteemed  atnong  the  Chinefe 
phyficiahs,  as  an  infallible  medicine  to  reftore  decayed  con* 
ftitutions,   and  renew  the  vital  heat,   grows  here  in  great 
plenty,  and  is  reckoned  of  the  beft  kind.     The  doftors  give 
it  in  heftic,  peftilential,  and  other  defperate  fevers,  and  dan- 
gerous difeafes,  but  prepared,  and  mixed  with  other  drugs  (C). 

They 

^  See  Lcttr.  ediffiant.  vol.  vii.  p,'68.  &  147. 

feme  few points-excepted,  which  care  muft  be  taken  that  the  pot 

they  did  under  their  own  mo-  be  well  covered,  clfc  its  virtue 

narchs,   and  fcarcely  feel  the-  will  evaporate, 

weight  of  a  foreign  yoke;  as  According    to    Father    U 

will  be  more  fully  feen  in  the  Comfte\  defcription  of  this  ex- 

fequel.  cellent  root,  which  he  highly 

(C)  The  dofe  of  it j  fuch  is  commends,    they  have  hardly 

its  extraordinary  virtue,  is  no  any  in  China,  but  what  comes 

more  than  two  or  three  grains,  from  this  province.     The  Gin- 

minced,  or  pounded  fmail,  and  fen,  fays  he,  which  is  at  prefent 

boiled  in  chiken- broth,  or,  if  ufed,    is   brought  to  us  from 

thai  fail,  in  fair  water  j   but  Lyautong,  a  province  fepw*** 

fittw 
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They  efteem  thofe  roots  which  are  large,  bright,  and  weighty^ 
as  the  beft.     They  wrap  them  up  in  paper,  and  keep  them  in 
dry  earth,  and  fome  alio  in  pepper,  for  ufe  ^. 
•  This  province  hath  a  confiderable  /hare  of  mountjuns,  Moun^ 
fome  of  which  produce  timber  for  building,  others  metals  and  taint* 
minerals.     Thofe. that  are  worthy  of  notice,  are,  the  great 
.ridge,  called  Eang-pee^  one  end  of  which  lies  clofe  to  the 
place  where  the  Chinefe  wall  begins,  and  extends  itfelf  quite 
into  Tartar^.     It  is  of  a  great  height,  and  hath  a  lake  about    . 
idghty  furlongs  in  circuit,  and  of  a  prodigious  depth,  out  of 
Hxrhich  fpring  the  two  famed  rivers  Tahy  which  runs  into  7ir- 
fary,  and  ^mg-tongy  which,  after  a  courfe  northward,  of 
bme  length,  winds  eaflward,  and  falls  into  the  Tau ;  which 
aft  empties  itfelf  into  the  yellow  fea.     The  other  mountain 
Ixrorth  mentioning,  is,  that  called  Ou^  or  Xu^  which  forms  an 
fland  on  the  gulph  of  Lyau-tong^  on  which  is  built  the  fort* 
refs  of  Xan-ghay.    There  are  feveral  other  iflands  on  the  fame 
^ph,  over-againft  the  cities  of  Kay-chew^  King-chew^  and 
ying-yiven^  fo  conveniently  fituate,  that  they  form  a  good 
afe  road  for  (hips  h, 

•    And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  the  defcription  of  this  pro- 

■iriace,  and  of  the  Chinefe  empire.     As  to  what  relates  to  the 

r  liiftory  of  the  Lyau-tongers,  it  chiefly  confifting  of  their  wars 

vith  the  Tartars  and  Chinefe^  we  ftiall  refer  our. readers  to 

Vfbsit  we  have  already  faid  on  that  head,  in  the  hiftory  of  the 

former  *,  and  to  what  w^  may  have  farther  to  add  in  that  of 

he  latter  t>  we  are  now  upon ;  by  which  we  ftiall  avoid  fwell- 

ing  this  work,  as  much  as  poffible,  with  needlefs  repetitions* 

«  See  Lettr.  ediffiant.  vol.  x.  p.  172.  ic  feq.  Kao,  ubi  fup, 
p.  133.  Le  Compte,  ubi  fup.  letter  8.  p.  230.  Sc  feq.  &  al. 
fup.  citat.  ^  Id.  vid.  &  Martini,  Atlas  Sinenf*  La  Mar- 
TiNiERE,  Sc  al.  fup.  citat.  ♦  See  before,  vol.  iv.  p.  34.3. 

374.  &  feq.  t  See  the  laft  fedion  of  this  chapter. 

from  China,  and  lituate  in  Eaft  province.     The   fame   author 

fartary.  Which  words  we  chiefly  adds,  with  refped  to  the  famed 

quote  here,  becaufe  it  confirms  root,  that  it  oughfnot  to  be  cue 

what  we  have  faid  a  little  higher,  with  a  knife,  becaufe  iron  di^ 

of  its  being  fituate  without  the  miniflies  its  virtue  1  but  advifes 

great  wall,    and  of  its   being  rather  to  bite  it  in  pieces  with 

cafluered  from  being  a  Chinefe  one^s  teeth  (41). 

(41}  L«  Comptt^  Uittr  I.  ^.15*  ^ngl  eiiu 
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S  E  C  T.     II. 

Of  the  antient  Religion^   and  new  SeSls^   among  tk 
Chinefc. 

Religion     \XT^  hd.Y^  already  given' an  account  of  the  antient  religioa 

Sthe  ^^    of  the  ChinefCy  in  a  former  part  of  this  work  \  out  of 

linefe.     their  canonical  books  ;  from  which  it  appe'ars  to  have  bee^ 
fo  like  that  of  the  antient  patriarchs,  that  many  learned  men 
have  looked  upon  it  as  a  pregnant  proof  {^mong  many  othert 
they  have  alleged  to  fupport  their  hypothefis),  that  Noah,  oJ 
fome  of  his  near  defcendants,  did  at  iirft  people  this  country*. 
But  as  that  point  did  not  appear  to  us  to  have  been  fuffi- 
ciently  cleared,  we  contented  ourfelves  with  a  bare  recapitula- 
tion of  all  the  arguments  which  had  been,  or  might  be,  ob* 
jefted  againft  it^;    not  fo  much  indeed  from  any  diilikew 
had  to  it,  or  its  learned  authors,  as  in  hopes  that  we  ftiouli 
excite  thereby  fome  of  our  judicious  correfpondents,  whom- : 
we  knew,  to  be  well  verfed  in  that  curious,  controverfy,  to 
communicate  their  thoughts,  or  what  farther  difcoveries  they 
Jiad  made  in  it,  to  us.     It  was  not  long,  accordingly,  tefertf 
we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  our  expeftations  fully  anfwered, 
from  a  certain  quarter,  and  the  fyftem  above-mentioned  handed 
to  us,  in  a  quite  new  light,  all  the  matorial  objedlions  againfl! 
It  fairly  anfwered,  all  its  difficulties  removed,  and  a  new  fetl 
of  proofs  in  favour  of  it,  added,  which  we  flatter  ourfelves  will, 
.   with  every  impartial  reader,  give  it  the  appearance  of  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  probable  hypothefis.     But  as  the  chief  cri- 
dence  depends  on  one  certain  faft  relating  to  their  chrona 
logy,  and  confirmed  by  our  own  Hebrrw  one,  arid  all  the 
collateral  ones  are  founded  upon  inferences  fairly  deducibic 
from  feveral  articles  of  their  religion,  laws,  cuffoms,  isc,  we 
fliall  poftpone  the  farther  particulars  to  one  of  the  lafl  fe<Sion$  i 
of  thiis  chapter,  which  relates  to  the  Chinefe  chronology;  by* 
which  time  the  reader,  having  run  over,  and  got  all  thefe  fe- 
veral points  frefh  in  his  memory^  will  be  the  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  validity  and  merit  of  the,  whole.    This,  we  hope,, 
cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  him,  as  the  fubjeft  is  no  lefs  im- 
portant than  curious,  and,  as  we  may  venture  to  fay,  will  be 
'     treated  there  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its  dignity,  and  fuch  as 

*  See  before,  Univ.  Hill.  vol.  xx.  p.  126.  &  feq.  ^  Vide 
int.  al.  HowEL,  efTay  on  the  primitive  language,  &  auft.  ab 
eo.«itat.  Shukfort,  connedl.  o6t.  voU  i.  book  i.  *  Vmv* 
Ilift.  ubifujp.  p.  109.  &/eq.  '         •«.-' 
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wUl  ftrike  a  variety  of  new  lights  upon  the  origm  and  fbu'nHa- 
.tion  of  that  anticnt  nation  and  monarchy.  In  the  mean  tim^  . 
With  refpcft  to  their  an tient  religion,  as  deducible  from 
ftheir  canonical  books,  the  topic  we  are  now  upon,  we  cannot 
dutobferve,  once  for  all,  that  the  later  date  we  allow  to  the 
kttcr,  the  longer  will  the  Chinefe  appear  to  have  preferred  the 
former  in  its  primitive  purity,  and  untainted  from  the  idola«- 
tries,  fuperftitions,   arid  falf^e  notiops  of  the  Deity,   which  • 
did  fo  early  fpread  themfdves  over  the  face  of  aimoft  the 
whole  earth,  and,  at  length,  over  a  great  part  too  of  thdr  own 
country :  for,  if  we  may  believe  a  late  writer  of  Cbinefe  a£» 
feirs"*,  this  idolatry  was  brought  to  them  fkoai  fome 4ieigh-  Idolatry, 
JKMiring  part  of  the  hidies ;  and  though  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  "^i^en  in^ 
began  fo  early  as  300  years  after  Belus,  yet  it  doth  not  appear  troductd^ 
to  have  taken  footing  in  China  till  about  1 200  years  after  «  \ 
to  which  we  may  add,  that  it  neither  was  univerfally  recdvcd, 
and  made  the  religion  of  the  country,  nor  did  it  pr^ntly  fink 
here  into  that  low  degree  of  fuperftition,  folly,  and  impiety, 
as  wc  find  it  to  have  done  among  other  polite  nations,  fuch 
as   the    AJJyrians,    Chaldeans  j    Egyptians^    Canaanites,    &c 
They  neither  deified  their  monarchs,  and  other  great  men, 
SOT  introduced  any  of  thofe  impions  and  unnatural  rites  lAto 
their  idolatrous  worfliip,  as  were  pra<ftifed  by  other  nations-) 
md  \vhen  a  bold  attempt  was  once  made  for  introducing  the  Th^  an^ 
wor/hip  of  demons  and  evil  fpirits,  it  was  prefently  after  fup-  tient  doe* 
ja-efled,    the  whole  race  of  thofe  pretended  inchanters  de.-  trine  pre* 
ftroyed,  and  religion  reftored  to  its  antient  ftate<>,  fo  ^t^fir^fd* 
was  the  care  of  the  government  to  prevent  any  innovation 
that  may  prove  prejudicial  to  it  (D) ;  and  to  that  is  owing, 
that  the  antient  Chinefe  doftrine  continues  ftill  to  this  day  to 
be  the  prevailing  feft  among  the  learned, 

*  Du  Halde,  vol.  i.  p.  659.  &  647,  Engl.  edit.         »  See  his 
tranilatof 's  notes,  p.  647.  ^  See  before,  vol.  xx.  p.  1 29. 

«     (D)    This,   we  are  told  by  a  main  fupport  to  the  antient 

Du  Halde,   was  chiefly  owing  Chinefe  religion,   even  to  tMs 

to  the  vigilance  of  a  fupretne  very  tinie,  infomach,  that  tho* 

tribunal  eftabliihed  among  them,  the  mandarins,   who  compofe 

aimoft  from  the  foundation  of  it,  are  fometimes  obferved  to 

that  empire,  and  ft)4ed  the /«'-  praftife  certain  fuperftitions  in 

hunal  of  ritesl  which  has  power  private,   yet,    wJien   affembled 

to  fttpprefs  and  condemn  any  in  a  body  to  deliberate  about 

inperftitioB  that  may  be  tntro-  them,    they    openly   condemn 

dttced.  This  court  hath  proved  them  (42). 

(42)  S^e  Dtt  Halde,  E»gL  edit,  vol,  i.  /,  647. 
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Thbre  are,  however,  two  others,  which  inay  be  reckoned 
among  the  principal  feAd ;  namely,  that  of  the  i'dokten^ 
mentioned  a  Uttle  higher,  as  brought  hither  from  £»&, 
about  thirty-two  years  after  the  crucifixion  of  Chrift,  zsA  J 
is  called  the  feft  of  Foj  or  Foey  which  is  the  deity  they 
vworfhip,  and  is  pretty  rife,  and  univerfally  received,  among 
the  common  people,  '^hofe  fondnefs  for  all  kinds*  of  fuper* 
ftitious  and  idolatrous  fhew  hath  rifen  to-  fuch  a  height,  that 
the  whole  body  of  philofophers  hath  been  carried  away  wth 
the  torrent,  and,  though  againft  their  confcience,  have  beca 
forced  to  join  with  it,  to  prevent  the  efFe<fls  of  their  fury. 

This  therefore  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  moft  prevailing 
feft  among  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  though  not  as  the  efta* 
bliftied  religion  of  the  country,  and  to  owe  its  fettlement  »• 
ther  to  the  exceffive  power  and  afcendant  of  an  unruly  po» 
pulace,  than  to  the  confent  or  approbation  of  either  the  phi' 
lofophers,  or  of  the  mandarins,  that  compofe  the  tribunal  of 
rites. 

The  third  feft  is,  that  of  the  difciples  of  Lau-kyun,  whick 

is  nothing  but  a  mixture  of  the  moft  extravagant  and  impiooi 

.  opinions.     The  reader  may  fee  a  fketch  of  them  in  thefiP 

lowing  note  (E),  whilft  we  give  him  here  a  fuller  accouittcf 

the  doftrines  and  rites  of  the  other  two. 

Thi 


(E)  This  fea,  which  is  called 
Tau'tjcy  had  its  rife  frdm  Lau- 
iyun,  above- mentioned,  of  whom 
his  difciples  have  recorded  many 
xnonftrous  extravagancies;  fuch 
*as  his  laying  four£ore  years  in 
his  mother's  womb,  and  break- 
ing his  way  out  through  her  left 
Jide,  His  books  are  all  extant, 
bin  arc  fnppofed  to  have  been 
altered  by  his  followers,  and 
abound  with  noble  maxims  to 
condud  men  to  real  happinefs; 
fuch  as,  the  love  of  virtue,  con- 
tempt of  riches,  andraifingthe 
foul  to  a  fenfe  of  its  own  fejf- 
.  Sufficiency.  He  taught,  that 
the  Deity  was  altogether  cor- 
poreal ;  and  yet,  as  if  he  had 
dived  into  fome  of  the  decpeft 
inyfteries  of  it,  he  is  reported, 
f^Qng  many  other  memorably 


ones,  to  hare  often  repeated  tbi%  > 
That  the  tay,  or  law  of  reafo% 
had  produced  oney  one  hoi  prt^ 
duced  tnfjOy  t^o  had  frohat, 
three,  and  three  had  produced  Jf 
things.  His  morality,  like  tk^ 
of  Epicurusy  confifts  in  qiicIlflU 
the  paffions,  in  eftablifliing  tot 
foul's  tranquility,  and  freeii^ 
it  from  anxiety  and  cares,  M 
enemies  to  life ;  and,  in  ordif 
to  exempt  it  from  the  unavoi(k' 
able  fear  of  death,  they  pretoii 
he  found  out  an  elixir  whidi 
makes  them  immortal. 

They  are  commonly  great  al» 
chemifls,  and  pretenders;  to  tht 
philofophers-fione,  as  likewift 
to  a  familiar  intercouHe  witk 
demons,  by  whofe  ai&ftancej 
they  can  perform  wonders;  an4 
do  aftWly,  our  author  fays  (43), ; 


{^l)  9h  *A/^  ^ipf,  p.  64?.  &fy. 
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THE'firft,  and  principal  one,  which  follows  the  Chinefe  The  old 
canonical  books,  we  have  already  fpoken  of,  in  the  antient  doarine 
hiftory  P ;  and  all  that  needs  be  added  to  it  here  is,  the  im-  "w/«w<« 
provemcnts  which  it  received  from  the  writings  of  their  truly  y  •    ^' 
excellent- philofopher  Kong-fw^tfe^  or,  as  he  is  vulgarly  called,   "*^**^*J 
Confucius  :  for  as  for  thofe  canonical  books,  which  are  ftyled 
of  the  fecond  rank,  they  are  no  more  than  comments  on  the  five 
ones  of  the^firft,  and  fince  written  by  fome  of  their  learned 

p  See  before,  vol.  xx.  p.  1 26.  &  f^q- 

deceive  the  people  with  fuch  they  had  hung,  in  the  night,  on 
prodigies,  as  can  be  afcribed  one  of  the  principal  gates  of  his 
to  nothing  but  to  the  power  of^   metropolis,    and  pretended  to 


diofe  evil  fpirits, 

By  thofe  juggling  tricks,  but 
efpecially  by  their  pretence  of 
Tendering  men  immortal,  they 
have  not  only  got  mandarins, 
and  other  perfons  of  diitindlion, 
efpecially  women,  to  learn  this 
pretended  magic  under  them, 
W  likewife  feveral  of  their  mo- 
narchs  became  their  difciples, 
and  protestors :  fo  that  flately 
Vtrn^X^^  were  eredted,    and  a 
ytoiHtii^  paid,  to  thofe  demons, 
through  moil  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. The  focceffors  of  the  head 
of  this  fed  are  all  honoured 
with  the  title  of  great  manda- 
lins,  and  reiide  in  a  town  of  the 
province   of  Kyang-fi^    where 
tkey  have  a  magnificent  palace, 
tD  which  crouds  of  people  re- 
Ibrt,  from  all  thje  neighbouring 
provinces,  either  to  procure  re- 
medies,  or  to  have  their  for- 
tunes told ;  and,  for  the  mo- 
"o^  they  readily  pay  to  thofe 
JDgglers,  they  receive  a  billet, 
filled  with  magical  characters, 
which  is  to  aniWer  all  their 
ends. 

'  Among  thofe  monarchs  whp 
were  carried  away  by  their  de« 
Ittfions,  Cbitt'tffmgy  the  third  of 
ti|e  dyaafty  of  ^ongy  was  infa- 
taated  enough,  to  go  on  foot, 
to  fetch  a  book  of  theirs^  which 


have  dropped  from  heaven ;  and 
to  carry  it,  with  the  greateH 
veneration,  to  his  own  pa)ace$ 
where  he  inclofed  it  in  a  golden 
box,  and  kept  it  with  utmoS  care. 
The  book  was  fiU'd  with  nothing 
but  magical  characters,  and  fen- 
tences  for  invoking  demons,  the 
number  of  which  they  multi- 
plied  at    pleafure,    and  wor* 
fhipped  as  deities;  infomuch, 
that  one  of  the  great  Chinefe 
doctors  attributes  the  extirpa* 
tion  of  that  dynafty  to  the  im« 
pieties  which  thefe  forcerers  had 
introduced  under  it,  and  which, 
like  a  plague,  had  infeded  the 
whole  empire.  The  victims  they 
offer  to  thofe  infernal  fpirits  are 
of  three  kinds ;  tviz,.  a  hog,  a 
fowl,  and  a  fiih ;  and,  in  their 
invocation  of  them,  they  ufe  very 
furprifing  poftures,   make  hi- 
deous outcries  with  their  throats 
and  nofes,  with  their  drums  and 
kettles ;  pretend  to  fhew  ftrango 
fights  in  the  air,  and  many  other 
fuch  impoftures,  to  intimidate 
and  amufe  the  people :   fo  that 
the    fafcination   fpreads    itfelf 
from  thofe   of  the  higheft  to 
thofe  of  the  loweit  rank.    Such 
of  our  readers  as  want  to  know 
more  of  this  pretended  magical 
and  diabolical  feft,  may  con- 
fult  the  author  laft  quoted, , 

G  4  me^ 
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men,  at  vitrious  times,  and  fo  need  no  farther  mentioa  hare; 
efpecially,  as  Confucius^  above-mentioned,  hath  extrafted  ^ 
very  quintelTence  out  of  them  into  his  own  writings ;  wWch 
have  been  held  in  fuch  great  veneration  ever  fince,  that  the 
leaft  alteration  made  in  them  would  Jbe  puniflied  as  a  great 
crime,  and  a  quotation  out  of  them  nev^r  fails  of  ending  any 
^pntroverfy  amongft  their  learned  men,  and  to  ftop  the  mouth 
of  the  moft  obftinate  wrangler. 

This  truly  great  man,  a  fcantling  of  whofe  life  and  writ- 
ings we  fliall  give,  in  the  following  note  (F),  feemed  defigned 

by 
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(F)  Confucius  was,  as  has  been 
already  obferved  (44),  born  in 
the  province  of  Shantong^  but 
then  called  the  kingdom  of 
Lut  in  the  twenty -firft  year  of 
the  reign  of  Ling-iuangy  the 
twenty -third  emperor  of  the 
race  of  Cheiv ;  that  is,  accord- 
ing to  fome,  3 CO,  according  to 
others,  500,  but,  according  to 
Du  Halde,  551  years,  before 
Chrift,  and  two  before  the 
death  of  1  hales,  one  of  the  fe- 
ven  wife  men  of  Greece:  fo 
that,  according  to  this  lall,  he 
inuft  have  been  cotemporary 
with  Pythagoras  and  Solon,  and 
fomewhat  iearlier  than  Socrates i 
He  was  but  three  years  old 
when  his  father  Sho-lyang-he 
died,  in  the  feventy -third  year 
of  his  age,  who,  though  he  had 
enjoyed  the  greateft  offices  in 
the  kingdom  of  Songy  yet  left 
liim  no  other  inheritance,  than 
the  honour  of  being  defcended 
from  Ti'he^  the  twenty- feventh 
emperor  of  the  race  of  Shang^ 
and,  by  his  mother  ^^'ffg-,  from 
the  illuftrious  family  of  Ten, 

He  fliewed,  from  his  tender 
years,  great  tokens  of  fagacity 
and  virtue ;  and,  about  his 
fifteenth  year,  gave  bimfelf  up 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  antient 
^ooks. 

(4^)  St9  pagf  j%  of  tiiU  vobtmi. 


He  married  at  nineteen,  aod 
had  a  fon  named  Pe-bu,  and  by 
him  a  grand  fon  named  ^Ju'tfi^ 
who,  by  his  extraordinary  m€rit 
and  learning,  raifed  himfelf  t3 
the  higheft  pofts  in  the  empire. 
As  for  himfelf,  he  was  foofl 
taken  notice  of,  for  his  admire- 
able  qualities,  learning,  and 
virtues,  efpecially  thofe  of  ho- 
mility,  fmcerityj  tempcranw, 
difintereftednefs ,  contempt  of 
riches,  &c. ;  and  though  every 
ftate  in  the  ettipire,  as  well  as 
his  own,  was  over-run  with  the 
oppoiite  vices,  yet  was  he  foon 
raifed  to  feveral  places  of  epii- 
nence  in  the  magiilracy,  which 
he  accepted  chiefly  as  means 
of  promoting  his  intended  xt* 
formation,  both  in  religion  aad 
in  the  flate,  maugre  all  ^ 
oppofition  he  expected,  and 
did  adtually  find,  'from  the 
grandees  of  his  own,  aswcH  as 
of  other  provinces.  But,  ai 
foon  as  he  found  that  his  en- 
deavours did  not  meet  with  dc- 
fcrved  fuccefs,  he  threw  »p  *1^ 
his  employments,  though  very 
confiderable,  to  go  in  fearchoi 
fome  more  tractable  people,  who 
would  reap  a  greater  benefit  from 
his  excellent  doftrine. 

In  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  hi* 
age,  he  was  aggin  invited,  and 

Du  ifaUt^  ubijup.  Pj  415.  ^>jf. 
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bylieaveti  to  rJeform,  both  by  his  dojftriaes  and  prafticc,  the 
corruptions  which  had  been  a  long  while  predominaiit^  both 

in 

morals  dreaded,  in  every  kiaig- 
dom  through  which  he  pafTed. 
So  that,  by  that  time  he  was 
come  to  that  ofSbing,  he  found 
himfelf  reduced  to  the  gceateft 
iodigence ;  yet  without  lofing 
any  thing  of  his  greatnefs  oT 
fo^l,  and  ufual  conftancy. 

This  obliged  him  to  refumt 
his  former  functions  of  a  private 
fage,  in  which  he  met  with  bet- 
ter fuccefs.  His  learning  and 
merit,  and,  above  all,  his  great 
modefly  and  condefcenfion; 
gained  him  a  vaft  number,  of 
difciples  (fome  fay  3000,  500 
of  whom  did,  in  time,  raifs 
themfelvcs  to  the  higheft  pofts* 
in  feveral  Isiingdoms) ;  and  al! 
of  them  continued  firmly  at<- 
tacbed  to  his  perfon  and  doc- 
trine. Thefe  he  divided  into 
foor  claiTes ;  the  firft  of  which 
was,  to  make  virtue  their  chief 
ftudy  and  pradice ;  the  fecond 
was,  to  learn  to  reafon  and 
write  clofely,  juftly,  and  ele- 
gantly ;  the  third  was,  to  ftudjr* 
the  art  of  government,  and  to 
inftrad  the  mandarins  and  great 
minifters  in  their  refpedive  du- 
ties ;  while  the  laft  was  to  learn 
to  write,  in  a  concife  and  ele- 
gant ftyle,  the  principles  of  mo- 
rality. In  all  thefe  claiTes,  he 
had  fome  very  eminent  ones; 
but  one  efpecially  in  the  Mt^, 
whofe  premature  death  caufed 
his  mafter  to  flied  abundance  of 
tears. 

As  his  pra^ice  ftill  hept  con* 
flant  pace  with  his  excellent 
philofophy,  princes  fometimet 
invited  him  to  their  court,  that 
they  might  reap  the  benefit  of 
his  inftrudlions ;  and  (hewed  the 
gxeateft  regard  to  his  learning 
and 
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rdfed  to,  fome  of  the  higheft 
polls  in  his  own  kingdom  of 
iu;  where  the  prince  then 
reigning  paid  fuch  regard  to  his 
virtues,  and  falutary  counfels, 
that,  in  lefs  than  three  months, 
not  only  his  court,  but  his  whole 
dominion,  were  totally  changed 
for  the  better ;  infomuch,  that 
the  neighbonring  princes  were 
alarmed  at  the  fudden  reforma- 
tion ;  rightly  judging,  that  the 
king  of  Lu  would  fooji  become 
too  powerful  for  them,  if  he 
continued  to  follow  his  new 
€ounfellor*s  rules. 

The  king  of  Tjt,  in  particu- 
lar, after  many  confultations 
with  his  grandees,  bethought 
himfelf  of  an  expedient,  the 
saoft  likely  to  defeat  all  Confu- 
dftf's  meafures :  and,  accord- 
ingly, uader  the  fair  pretence 
of  an  ambafify,  fent  him,  and 
bis  nobles,  a  prefent  of  a  great 
nomber  of  beautiful  young  girls, 
who  had,  from  their  infancy, 
been  brought  up  to  dancing, 
finging,  and  all  other  capti- 
vating arts.  Thefe  were  not 
ttnly  received  with  open  arms, 
both  by  the  king  and  court,  but 
entertained  with  fuch  frequent 
feaftings  and  diverfions,that  they 
prefenUy  abandoned  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  ftate,  to  give  themfelves 
Tsp  to  pleafure.  The  king  himfelf 
fc^ame  inaccefiible  to  his  moft 
zealous  minifters.  Among  the 
reft,  Coftfucius  having  tried,  in 
vain,  all  pofiible  means  to  re- 
call him,  divefted  himfelf  of 
all  his  offices,  vleft  the  court 
and  kingdom,  to  go  in  queft  of 
more  dociie  minds  to  follow  his 
maxims  ;  but,  to  his  great  mor- 
tification, found  his  docttine  and 
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in  rel!gk)n  and  in  the  ftate,  and  was  endowed  With  all  the 
proper  qualities  for  fuch  a  noble  work.    We  are  told,  that 

be 


and  merit.  At  other  times, 
upon  the  death  of  one  of  them, 
hy  whom  he  had  been  highly 
honoured,  he  has  feen  himfelF 
become  the  contempt  of  the 
court,  and  the  ridicule  of  an  in- 
fulting  populace;  yet,  under 
thofe  extremes,  he  never  (hewed 
the  leaft  change  in  his  looks, 
or  behaviour,  but  preferved 
ftill  the  fame  fteadinefs  and 
tranquility.  His  reliance  on 
the  divine  providence  was  flill 
snore  remai'kable,  infomuch, 
that  he  hath  beheld,  without 
the  teaft  fear  or  emotion,  an 
officer  of  the  army,  named 
Wban-tif  by  whom  he  was 
bated,  come  full -drive  at  him, 
with  his  fword  drawn,  and  hath 
given  this  anfwer  to  fome 
mends,  who  advifed  him  to 
hafte  away  from  the  danger.  If 
Tyen  froteSs  wj,  of  njjhich  nxje 
have  ncfw  a  fenjible  froof  ivhat 
barm  can  tie  rage  ^Whan-ti 
Jo  to  US9  though  he  is  frefident  of 
the  tribunal  of  the  army  ? 

Confucius  lived  to  iiniih  his 
philofophical  and  hi(t6rical 
works,  and  died  in  the  king, 
dom  of  Z»,  his  native  country, 
in  the  feventy- third  year  of  his 
*gc»  greatly  lamented,  both  by 
the  king  and  court,  and  much 
more  by  his  difciples,  who  had 
the  higheil  veneration  for  him. 

A  little  before  his  lail  iicknefs, 
he  told  them,  with  abundance 
of  tears,  ^hat  the  diforders  nvhich . 
rtignei  in  the  empire  had  ivell  ► 
nigh  broke  his  heart  i  and  began, 
from  that  time,  to  langujih  till 
the  feventh  day  before  his  death, 
when  he  told  (hem  again,  in  the 
fame  melancholy  tone,  Slnco 
kings  ref^fe  tq^oUo<w  mjma9cimst  / 


amno«w  no  longer  ufeful  uf  on  earth, 
nndit  is  necejfary  that  I  JhouU 
leave  it.  He  fell  immediately, 
after  thofe  words,  into  a  lc« 
thargy,  which  lafted  fevendays, 
at  the  end  of  which  he  expired, 
in  the  arms  of  fome  of  his  dif. 
ciples.  They  built  him  a  hand- 
fome  fepulchrc,  on  the  river 
Su^  near  the  city  oiKyo-fiw, 
on  the  fame  fpot  where  he  ofed 
to  affemble  them.  It  hath  been 
iince  inclofed  with  a  wall,  and 
now  looks  like  a  fmall  city; 
and  the  veneration  which  idl 
good  men  had  for.  him  in- 
creafmg  with  time,  he  came,  at 
length,  to  be  refpeded  as  the 
ch  ief  dodlor  of  the  empire. 

He  was  tall,  and  well  pro- 
portioned,  his  breaft  and  ihoal- 
ders  were  broad,  his  eyes'largc, 
complexion  olive,  nofe  flat,  and 
beard  long,  and  his  voice  ft'ong 
and  piercing.  His  works,  which 
are  efteemed  a  perfed  role  of 
government,  and  contain  all  that 
he  had  collected  out  of  the  an- 
tient  laws,  are  as  follows :  i.  His 
Tay-hyo;  that  is,  The  grand  Set* 
ence,  or  School  of  Adults,  2.  The 
Chong'yongy  or  Immutable  Mf* 
dium,  3.  That  called  Lun-yut 
or  Moral  and  pithy  Difcourfa. 
4.  Meng^tfe^  or  The  Book  9/ 
Mencius ;  10  called  from  one  of 
his  difciples,  who  is  fuppofod 
to  Have  compiled,  or  finiihcd, 
it  from  his  maker's  writingSi 
and  contains  a  perfect  role  of 
government.  Thefe  four  are 
held  in  the  greateft  efteem,  and 
are  the  chief  ones  among  the 
canonical  books  of  the  fecond 
ra^k  J  to  which  they  add  two 
more,  as  the  next,  if  not  equal, 
to  them  in  authority ;  *vix. 
,      j.Tho 
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he  condemned  the  idolatry,  which  was  then  become  rcry  rife, 
in  China :  if  fo,  it  is  a  wonder  that  his  difciplcs  ftiould  after- 
wards rear  ftatues,  altars,  and  temples,  to  him.  However, 
it  plainly  appears,  that  his  main  delign  was  not  fo  much  to 
intermeddle  wth  the  outward,  as  the  inward  and  eflential, 
part  of  religion,  the  reformation  of  the  hearts  and  lives  of  his 
conntrymen ;  all  his  ftudies,  leftures,  writings,  precepts,  and 
praftice,  were  chiefly  tending  that  way;  and  in  this,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  oppofition  which  he  met  with  from 
the  vicious  mandarins  and  grandees  of  every  court  (for  though 
each  province  was  under  the  emperor,  yet  thofe  petty  kings 
that  governed  in  them  were,  in  fome  meafure,  defpotic,  and 
frequently  became  formidable  to  the  imperial  throne,  and 
were  not  only  very  debauched  themfelves,  but  fuffered  their 
minifters  to  be  fo  too ;  and  this  was  the  real  ftate  of  the  em- 
pire, at  the  time  that  Confucius  was  driving,  with  all  his 
might  and  fagacity,  to  introduce  his  intended  reformation) ; 
yet  in  this,  we  fay,  notwithftanding  all  thdr  oppofition,  he 
had  the  pleafure  to  fee  his  excellent  morality  at  leaft  univer- 
lally  admired :  and  defervedly  fo,  not  only  for  the  beauty 
and  noblenefs  of  his  precepts  and  maxims,  but  much  more 
for  the  judicious  way  he  took  to  inculcate  them,   and  to 


toy 


gtf' 


lime  dt€^ 
trimt* 


S'  We  Hyaukingf  which  treats 
of  £lial  refpe£l,  and  contains 
the  anfwers  which  Confucius 
made  to  his  difciple  ffeng,  con- 
cerning the  reverence  due  from 
cliildren  to  parents.  6.  The 
Sjau-iyo,  or  TJ^e  School  or  Sci' 
me  of  Children  i-  which  is  a  cpl- 
kdion  of  fentences  and  ex* 
imples,  extradled  from  antient 
and  modern  authors.  It  would 
carry  us  beyond  our  bounds,  to 
enter  into  a  farther  detail  of 
thofe  books.  Thofe  that  are 
carious  to  know  more  of  them, 
may  confult  the  Latin  verfion 
which  Father  Noel^  one  of  the 
tntient  miilionaries  into  China^ 
hath  given  of  them*  printed  at 
Trapu^  anno  17 II,  or  the  ex- 
trad  which  Father  Du  Halde 
]iath  made  of  it,  and  printed  in 
]UB  dcfaiption  of  the  Chintft 


empire  (44).  One  thing  we 
cannot  forbear  obferving  here, 
concerning  thofe  books,  that^ 
though  the  four  firft  contaia 
the  moft  fttblime  doctrines  i>i 
morality,  and  are  univerfally 
held  to  be  of  the  greateft  autho-* 
rity,  next  to  the  canonical  ones 
of  the  firft  rank,  of  which  wc 
have  formerly  fpoken,  yet  they 
have  had  but  few  followers 
among  the  degenerate  Chinefe  % 
whereas  the  two  laft,  which 
treat  of  the  duty  of  children  to  . 
parents,  are  fo  univerfally  ob* 
ierved  throughout  the  empire* 
that  one  may  venture  to  affirrii, 
there  is  not  a  country  in  the 
world  where  parents  are  more 
refpedled,  both  during  their  life, 
and  after  their  deaths  as  we 
ihall  more  fuUy  ihew  in  th^ 
fequeL 


(4f)  Du  UaUh  f^JM*  ^  4'5.  ^fif* 
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malce  yirtue  appear  lovely  and  defirable  to  ail  his  difciples  aafl 
readers. 

His  philofo5>hy,    though  fublime,*  was  quite  free  £r<ffli 
thofe  fubtile  and  intricate  queftions  and  inquiries,  with  whidi 
that  of  the  beft  Greek  philofophers  were  moftly  clogged :  and 
Confucius f  inflead  of  diving  into  thofe  phyfical  and  abftrufe 
Nolle  no-   notions  about  the  nature  and  attributes  of  the  fupreme  beii^ 
tms  of  the  the  origin  of  the  world,  of  evil,  and  other  fuch  fpeculatiw 
■^^^O'*        points,  too  high  for  unaffifled  reafon ;  ■  or  of  dogmatizing  about 
the  nature  of  rewards  and  punifhments  of  virtue  and  vice, 
confined  himfelf  to  fpeak  with  the  deepeij:  regard  of  the  great 
Author  of  all  beings,  whom  he  reprefents  as  the  moft  pure 
and  perfeft  eflence,  principle,  and  fountain,  of  all  things,  to 
infpire  men  with  greater  fear,   veneration,   gratitude,  ani 
love,  of  him;   to  affert  his  divine  providence  over  all. his 
creatures ;  and  to  reprefent  him  as  a  being  erf*  fuch  infinite 
Joiowlege,  jthat  even  our  moft  fecret  thoughts"  are  not  be 
hidden  from  him,  and  of  fuch  boundlefs  goodnefs  and  juilic^ 
that  he  can  let  no  virtue  go  unrewarded,  or  vice  unpuaifhet 
He  had  likewife  a  moft  mafterly  hand  at  painting  the  one  i| 
its  moft  lovely,  and  the  other  in  its  moft  deterring,  coloaej 
and  to  inforce  the  pra6lice  of  the  one,  and  abhorrence  of  4p 
other,  by  the  moft  powerful  arguments,  worthieff  motives, 
and,  in  the  beft  of  methods,  his  own  extraordinary  exampk, 
which  may  be  juftly  ftyled  a  pattern  of  moral  virtues.   AiJ 
^  though  it  muft  be  owned,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other* 
.     had  the  good  efFe^ls  they  defer ved,  and  that  he  hath  had  but 
few  followers,  except  among  his  moft  celebrated  difciples, 
who  have  made  it  their  glory  to  copy  after  him,  yet  his  writ- 
ings, as  v/ell  as  his  fe<^,  have  been  always,  and  are  ftill,  held 
in  the  higheft  efteem  '^.     So  that  it  (hows,  at  leaft,  fome  kioi 
of  merit  in  the  Cbinefe,  that  they  can  ftill  profefs  fo  univerfal 
admiration  for  him  and  his  dodlrine,  though  fo  few  of  theia 
do  care  to  pra£life  it. 
Sft?  cfVoy      The  other  principal  feft,  and  indeed  the  moft  predoini* 
nant  of  all,  is  that  of  Fo,  Foe^  or  Fivi,  whom  fome  writers 
have  confounded  with  the  Fo-hi,  who  was  the  founder  of  tU^ 
monarchy j    though  it  is  plain  that  this  worftiip  was  not 
brought  hither  from  /jidia  till  fixty-five  years  after  the  birth 
iv&en,  ando{  Chrift,  as  was  lately  hinted  f.     The  occafioa  of  its  bcin|  , 
hoiAjy         introduced  into  China^  where  it  made  fuch  fwift  and  rapid 
brougbt      progrefs,  was  a  dream  which  the  emperor  JHeng^ti,  ot  the  * 

^^^'    •  ^  See  what  has  been  fa,id  under  the  laft  note.    Sec  alfo  NoEt'^ 

I  atin  Vjerfion  of  Confucius's  EthiCs.     Le  Compte,  Couplet, 
Dv  Halde,  &  al.        t.  Si^e  page  102  ofthi*  volume. 
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ip2ijafSan,  had  about  that  time,  which  put  him  in  mind 
of  a  fentence  which  had  been  oftfti  hi  the  mouth  of  Confu- 
chUf  that  the  Holy  One  was  to  be  found  in  the  weft.  Upon 
whichlie  immediately  fent  ambafladors  in  fearch  of  him,  and 
withexprefs  orders  itot  to  return  without  bringing  a  full  ac- 
a)ttnt  (A  him  and  his  religion.  But  they,  whether  difcou* 
raged  at,  or  tired  with,  the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  jour- 
ney, proeeeded  no  farther  than  India ;  where  having  met  with 
fteworfhippcrs  of  the  idol  Fo^  or  Foe  (G),  they  brought  it 

'  with 
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(G)  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  in 
what  part  of  India  this  monfter 
Ijppeared,  or  whedier  he  was 
man  or  devil ;  if  half  of  what 
Jms  difciplcs  have  reported  of 
iim  were  true,  he  could  be  no 
other  than  a  devil  incarnate. 
We  ftiall  give  our  readers  a  few 
particulars,  by  which  he  may 
}a(ige  what  credit  is  to  be  given 
to  ie  reft  of  what  thofe  Indian 
wonder-mongers  relate  of  him. 

His  father,  whofe  name  was 
h'/ang-'wau,    was,    they  fay, 
king  of  an  Indian  territory ,  call- 
ed* by  the  Chineft:  Shnn-tyen-Jho  ; 
lismother,  named  A%-^,  themoft 
of  the  time  of  her  pregnancy, 
dreamt  that  fhe  had  fwal lowed 
a  white  elephant,  or,  as  others 
will  have  it,  that  (he  conceived 
hythat  animal,  or  by  the  devil 
ifl  his  fhape ;  and  hence  arofe 
piat  veneration  paid  by  the  /»- 
£en  kings  to  the  white  elephant. 
However,  fh'e  was  delivered  of 
him  thro' her  right  fide,  and  died 
foon  after.     They  add,  that  he 
flood  upon  his  feet  as  foon  as 
he  was  got  out  of  her  womb, 
and  walked  feven  fteps,  point- 
ing with  one  hand  to'  heaven, - 
andwiih  the  other  to  the  earth  ; 
and  then  pronounced  the  follow- 
ing words  dillinaiy  :   fhere  is 
none  either  in  the  heaiJen^   or  in 
*^e  earth,  ivbo  ought  to  he  adored, 
^ii  I  alone* 


At  the  age  of  feventeen  he 
married  three  wives  ;    and  at 
nineteen  forfook  them,  to  retire 
into  a  folitaq^  place,  imder  the 
guidance  of  Tour  fages ;  and,  at 
thirty,  he  was  transformed  on  ^ 
fudden  into  a  god  ?  from  which 
time  be  minded  nothing  but  the 
propagating   his  dodirine,  and 
how  to  make  himfelf  adored  by^ 
the  vail   number  of   miracles 
which  he   wrought,    and  with 
the  account  of  which  liis  /bon- 
zian  priefts  iiave  filled   feveral  , 
large  volumes.     There  were  no 
lefs  than  80,600  of  his  difciples 
employed  in  difperfing  his  im-r 
pious  tenets  throughout  the  eafl:, 
and,    amon^Hl  them,  fen  of  a 
more  diftinguiOied  rank  and  dig- 
nity,  who  puL/lifhed  5000  vo* 
lumes  in  honour  of  thwir  mafter. 
The  Chimfe  call  his  followers, 
or  prieits,  Zong  and  Ho  jkang^ 
the  Tartars,  Lamas  or  La^ma" 
feng  ;  the  ^iam^fs^  Talapoins ;  and 
the  Jupajzers,   and,  from  them, 
the  Europeans,  Bonzai  or  Bou" 
%es. 

This  ftrange  god,  however, 
found  himfelf  mortal,  and  died 
in  the  feventy-ninth  year  of  his 
age,  or,  as  his  difciples  believe, 
pafTed  into  the  ftate  of  immor- 
tality ;  and,  to  crown  all  his  ihi- 
pieties,  finding  his  death  ap- 
proaching, expreffed  himfelf  to 
the  following  purpofe  to  his 
difciples ; 
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iN^A  them,  tnd»  with  it,  the  doArine  of  tranfmigration,  aad 
other  fables,'  fuperftitionsy  and  atheifUcal  notions,  widiwlock 
the  Indian  books  are  filled  :  all  which  were  greedily  receivdi 
at  court ;  from  which  the  contagion  quickly  Ipread  itfelf  thrtf 
other  provinces,  and  in  a  little  time  through  the  whole  empire^ 
which  was  already  but  too  much  infefted  with  the  ma^cai  m> 
piet;ies  of  the  feft  of  Lau-kyun,  mentioned  in  a  late  note '. 
CrefSly         From  that  time  this  chimerical  god  met  every-where  wi4 
recewedin  worffiippers ;  the  greatell  number  of  idols,  altars,  and  tenH 
CluBa«      pies  or  pagods,  were  reared  to  him ;  fome  of  them  magmt 
cent  to  the  higheft  degree,  whilft  the  bonzas,  who  became  hi$ 
priells,  filled  the  country  with  large  volumes  of  his  pretendel 
miracles  and  prodigies,  which  they  alfo  reprefent  in-  printed, 
figures,  after  their  manner ;  infomuch,  that  he  is  now  celebratdk, 

'•I 
''  Vid.  Martini  hift.  Sinfc.     Lb  Comptb  State  of  Chiiiv 
part  z.  letter  2.    Du  Halde,  &  al. 


difciples:  /  Ba*ue  hitherto  con- 
tealed  the  truthy  and /poke  to  you 
the fe  forty  years  in  parables  and 
tnigmas ;  but  novj  I  atn  going  to 
leankyouy  Inuill  reveal  to  you  the 
nuhole  myftery  of  my  dodrine  : 
Learn f  then^  that  there  is  no  other 
frincifle  of  all  things  but  emptt- 
nefs  and  nothing ;  from  nothing 
mil  things  proceeded y  and  into  no- 
thing i/jillthey  all  return ;  and  this 
is  the  end  of  all  our  hope  {45). 

Thefelaft  words  caufed  a  kind 
of  fchifm  among  the  bonzas ; 
fome  of  whom  became  the  heads 
of  an  atheiiUcal  fed,  which 
hath  continued  ever  fince  ; 
whilft  the  much  greater  number 
adhered  to  his  former  dodrine, 
endeavouring  to  palliate  this  laft 
by  a  fabtile  diftindion  of  exte- 
rior and  interior  dodrine,  which 
is  merely  evafive,  and  means  no- 
thing; and  to  propagate  his 
ivormip  by  the  moH  impious 
cheats  and  fables,  particularly 
by  pretending  that  he  had  been 
born  8000  times,  and  tranfmi'- 
grated  into  the  bodies  of  a  great 

/45)  Du  Halde,  ubi  fupga,  p,  63«, 
f46j  lid.  ibidp 
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variety  of  animals  before 
was  deified,  in  whofe  forms 
hath  been 'fince  worfhipped b^ 
his  infatuated  followers.    Tm 
next  note  will  give  an  accoai 
of  the  villainous  methods  wUdl *  J 
thofe  bonzas  take    to  delodik^ 
them.  ^  ^ 

As  for  thofe  bonzas  who  fd|i 
in  with  Ftf's  laft  atheiftical  doc- 
trine of  all  things  being  pro* 
duced  out  of  nothing,  ^c,  tho* 
they  and  their  difciples  arc  few- 
er in  number,  in  comparifon  oP 
the  oppofite  fed,  they  have  like- 
wife  endeavoured  to  refine  upott 
their  mafter,  by  introducing  i" 
great  variety  of  fubtile  notionii^ 
on  the  hypothcfis  of  a  vacuuffltji 
which  they  fuppofe  pregnant  ot 
and  producing,  all  things,  and 
then  fwallowing  them  up  again 
into  their  primitive  nothing? 
but  thefe  are  ever  ej^pofed,  not 
only  by  the  other  bonzes,  but 
likewife  by  the  literati,  a  ftitt 
more  modern  fed,  of  which  we 
Ihall  fpeak  by-and-by  {46).  ,    ^ 

U  Comptc,  ubi  fup.    Martim,  &  ^ 
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by  his  followers  as  the  faviour  of  the  world,  great  la^-giver  of 

mankind,  fent  by  heaven  to  teach  them  the  way  of  falvation, 

md  even,  according  to  Le  Compte  %  to  make  atonement  for 

Ae  fins  of  all  men.     The  emperor,  who  is  a  Tartar ^  follows  ^^^  ^f^P^" 

the  idolatry  of  his  own  nation,  which  differs  little  from  the  ^'*  '^^^ 

Onnefty  excepting  that  the  lamas,  or  Tartar  priefls,  worfhip  V^^ 

their  deity,  which  Le  Cmpte  tells  us  is  the  fame  with  the  "^^^fi^t* 

Chinefe  Foy  under  the  fhape  of  a  young  man,  who,  they  prc- 

:cnd,  neVer  dies.     He  is  kept  in  a  ftately  temple,  attended 

ridi  numberlefs  lamas,  who  ferve  him  with  the  greateft  vene- 

adon ;  and,  when  he  dies,  they  chufe  another  from  among 

itemfelves,  as  much  like  him  as  they  can  in  flature,  features, 

be,  to  pafs  on  the  people  for  him :  whereas  the  bonzas,  or 

Qnnefe  priefts  of  Fo,  worfhip  him  in  feveral  forms,  fuch  as 

thofe  of  a  dragon,  ape,  elephant,  iyc.  through  which  they 

pretend  him  to  have  tranfmigrated  before  he  was  deified'.^ 

The  lamas  that  are  in  China^  only  ferve  the  Tartar  nobility 

there  as  chaplains,  whilfl  the  bonzas  engrofs  his  worfhip  to 

jhcmfelves  in  all  the  Chinefe  temples,  and  make  a  vafl:  gain  of 

(t  by  the  vilefl  and  mofl  impudent  impoflures  on  the  people. 

The  emperor,  to  outward  appearance,  pays  an  equil  refpeft 

to  bodi,  but  defpifes  their  legends  and  fuperflitions  in  his 

•toi*;  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  Jefuits  accounts,  worfhips 

^  die  fupreme  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth.     They  own, 

.Jtowever,  that  he  paid  the  fame  honours  to  ConfueiuSy  and 

|Bfirs  die  fame  facrifices  in  the  heathen  temples,  that  the  reft 

rf'die  Chinefe  did ;  but  this,  they  tell  us,  he  only  fubmitted  to  ^^^herm 

prreafons  of  flate  ;  which,  they  add,  was  the  main  obflacle  P^/m» 

Id  his  declaring  himfelf  a  Chriflian,  though  they  pretend  to  V* 

Wieve  him  to  have  been  one  in  his  heart.  ^'* 

We  fhall  have  occaflon  to  examine  this  matter  more  clolcly 

l^tei  we  come  to  that  great  monarch's  reign.     In  <he  meaa 

i«DKwe  (hall  only  obferve  here,  that  fuch  a  fuppofition  is  quite 

pMonfiftent  to  a  declaration,  which,  they  tell  us,  he  once 

tode  to  them  :  That,  if  he  could  be  fatisfied  once  of  the 

wdi  of  their  religion,  he  would  not  delay  one  moment  to 

Bibrace  it ;  though  he  was  fenfible,  that,  if  ever  he  declared 

^elf  a  Chriflian,  the  whole  empire  would  do  the  fame  in  a 

^  years.    For,  if  he  had  been  really  a  Chriftian  in  his 

ttrt,  what  could  divert,  much  lefs  deter,  him  from  pro- 

^g  it,  when  he  knew  that  his  whole  empire  would  fo  foon 

Mow  his  example  ?  Father  Le  Compte,  therefore,  feems  to 

Jj  to  have  more  rightly  judged,  that  it  was  partly  the  fear  of 

'^^iiging  his  fubjefts,   and  partly  the  gratification  of  his  • 

•  Ubi  fupra..  *  Vide  Siu^.  fupra  citat, 

predominant 
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predominant  paffion,  which  he  knew  was  pppofite  to  the  ifi* 
rit  of  Chriftianity,  that  were  the  main  obftacles  to  his  em- 
bracing a  religion,  whith,  how  much  foever  he  might  admire 
it,  was  neither  fuitabie  to  his  prcfent  circumftances,  nor  to  the 
fiiperfUtious  temper  of  his  fubjefts,  much  lefs  to  the  tafie 
and  intereil  of  the  whole  juggling  and  rapacious  bonzaic 
tfibe,  who  might  cafily  caufe  an  univerfal  revolt  in  the  e»i*- 
pire. 
Counte-  And  this  was,  doubtlefs,  the  motive  which  made  him  not 

nances  the  only  outwardly  comply  with  their  rites,  but  exprefs   fuch  at 
bonzas,      extraordinary  regard  for  their  perfons,  as  to  fuffer  fome  of  thoft 
of  the  fii-ft  rank  to  live  in  his  palace,  whom  his  mother  had 
^heirfad  formerly  fettled  there.-    Though  he  could  not  but  be  ienfiUt 
charaaer,  that  the  greateft  part  of  that  fraternity  were  the  vileft  cheats 
and  villains  in  his  whole  empire,  as  well  as  the  moft  impudeal; 
tyrants  on  his  bTgotred  fubjefts,  if  thofe  of  another  focietj! 
have  not  painted  them  in  worfe  colours  than  they   deferve.. 
The  reader  may  fee  a  fketch  of  fome  of  their  moft   flagrant 
impoftures  in  the  next  note  (H) ;  and  a  greater  detail  of  theirf 


(H)  They  make  the  greateft 
fiiew  of  fanftity,  abltinence, 
mortification,  ferV.  by  which 
they  pretend  to  atone  for  the 
fins  of  the  living  and  the  dead  \ 
but,  in  truth,  are  given  to  the 
mollfcandalous  vices,  even  thofe 
<)f  the  moft  unnatural  kind. 
They  will  drag  heavy  chains, 
fattened  t  their  arms  and  legs 
in  fuch  manner,  that  they  wound 
every  ftep  they  go.  I  hey  beat 
their  heads  againft  the  ftones 
and  pofts,  till  they  fetch  blood, 
to  extort  alms  from  the  people  : 
fome,  we  are  told,  have  got 
themfelves  carried  about  in  a 
kind  of  fedan,  with  nails  drove 
6n  every  fide  with  the  points 
towards  them,  fo  that  they 
could  not  ftir  without  wounding 
themfelves  ;  and  thcfe  nails 
they  fold  to  the  gazing  popu- 
lace for  a  few  pence,  as  amu- 
lets, and  prefervatives  againft 
all  harms,  and  as  efficacious 
means  of  bringing  down  bleff- 
ings  upon  the  buyer  and  his  fa- 


\    at  tte  I 

t  thcflM*  \ 

is  noct» 


mily.  Thefe  jugglera 
fame  time  declare,  that 
ney  thus  given  to  them 
be  applied  to  their  own  pnvaflt 
ufc,  but  to  build  temples,  altark 
^c^  to  Fo^  who  will  not  fail  Jt 
proportioning  his  favours  to 
them,  according  to  their  muni'^ 
ficence  to  him. 

The  doctrine  of  the  tranfim* 
gration  of  the  foal  is  another 
never-failing  fource  of  gatft? 
they  pretending  to  know  precafil!)i 
ly  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
and  the  future  one  of  the  Ir 
that  is,  into  what  kind  of  ba 
dies  the  former  are  tranfmigra^ 
ted,  and  even  to  know  the  v< 
identical  creature  or  pe^fon  i: 
which  they  are  paft ;  and  im 
what  kind  of  one  the  Ir 
will  fliortly  go. "  In  the  firft  cafii  _ 
which  they  feldom  fail  of  repi^ 
fenting  to  the  furviving  friend^ 
as  either  dreadful,  miferable,  or, 
uncoraforcable,  they  extort  mo- 
ney from  them  to  procure  the  dc*- 
ceafed  a  fptedy  rrieafe>  and  pa& 


u 
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.  .b  Le  Cmpte  or  2>u  /Td^i^  above  quoted  ",  for  which  vre  have 
BO  roooi,  in  a  work  like  this. 

As 
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tge  into  a  better  date,  is  oat  of 
a  dog,  fnake,  or  infedt,  into  an 
elep&nt,  a  philofopIier»  manr 
dario,  and  uie  like,  ^n  the 
other,  by  threatening  the  living 
with  an  unhappy  tranfmigration, 
they  either  get  money  of  them 
to  procure  them  a  happier  one, 
or  leave  chem  to  live  in  dread 
of  the  fatal  change.. 

Le  Comptt  tells  us  a  ftory  of  an 
old  many  whom  thefe  bonzas 
^  had  made  to  believe  that  his 
foul  ihould,  in  her  next  migra- 
tiotty  pafs  into  the  body  of  one 
of  the  emperor's  poft  horfes. 
They  had  likewife  advifed  him 
to  eat  fparihgly,  and  bear  it  pa* 
^ntly,  that  fo  they  might  the 
fboner  fend  him  into  a  better 
jiabitation.  The  poor  man,  un- 
able  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  fuch 
a  change,  could  neither  fleep 
day  or  night,  through  the  dread 
of  it ;  but  grieved  at  fuch  a 
rate,  as  would  foon  have  ended 
his  days.  Happily  for  him,  he 
learned  that  the  fouls  of  the 
Chriftians  liad  a  particular  ex- 
emption from  thefe  kinds  of  me- 
•tiBiorphofes ;  upon  which  he 
^applied  himfelf  to  one  of  our 
lefuits,  and  earneftly  be6;ged  of 
vm,  that  he  would  make  him 
a  Chriftian  \  aiTuring  him,  that 
he  would  rather  be  of  that,  or 
any  religion,  than  be  turned 
into  a  poft-horfe.  The  good 
father,  who  could  not  but  pity 
his  fimplicity,  took  care  to  in- 
fpire  him  firft  with  better  mo* 
tives  of  becoming  a  Chri^an, 


and  then  readily  granted  his 
requeft  {47). 

He  relates  another  inflaQce  of 
the  knavery  of  the  bonzas^  to 
the  following  efFed :  A  young 
prince  of  the  blood,,  being  in- 
conlblable  for  the  lofs  of  one  of 
his  moll  amiable  companions^ 
applied  himfelf  to  them,  tokaoviT 
into  what  ilate  his  foul  was 
paired.  To  which  they  anfwer- 
ed,  that  he  was  now  turned  in- 
to a  "Tartar  boy,  whom,  they 
told  him,  they  could  procure, 
for  a  fum  of  money,  to  be 
brought  to  him«  The  prince 
readily  agreed;  and  a  Tartar 
boy  was  accordingly  prefented 
to  him,  as  the  perfoninto  whole 
body  the  foul  of  his  favourite 
was  tranfmigrated  ;  and  he  waa 
accordingly  received  into  favour 
as  formerly,  to  the  no  fmall  com- 
fbrti  and  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
prince,  who  failed  not  to  give 
thofe  jugglers  fome  tokens  of  hit . 
generofity  (48). 

The  fame  authors  relate  fev^* 
ral  other  infiances  not  only  of 
the  fame  unprecedented  villain- 
ous kind ;  but  fome  of  them  of 
fucb  an  atrocious  and  barbarous 
nature,  as  can  hardly  be  read 
without  horror,  or  rather  per- 
haps without  diffidence,  though 
related  hy  pretended  eye-wit- 
neiTes.  Of  this  kind,  we  are 
told,  is  their  privately  feising 
on  men  and  women,  and  hur- 
rying them  away  into  a  clofe  fc- 
dan,  where  nothing  is  to  be  feen 
but  the  tops  of  their  headsj  and 


(^-j)  J>u  BalJe,  Le Compte^ part  %\Ut  a.  Martini,  ^ aL'  (^%)  Le  Comptt  fif 
^HalJe,  ubi  fbp. 
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fheprinci'  As  to  their  principles,  they  pretend  that  thdr  god  Fo  hath 
fUs  of  that  left  them  ten  conunandments.  The  firft  of  them  is,*not  to  ki}l 
/f^*  any  living  creature,  of  what  kind  foever.     2.  Not  to  take 

away  another  man*s  goods.     3.  Not  to  indulge  in  afts  of  im- 
purity.    4.  Not  to  lye.     5.  Not  to  drink  wine.     What  the 
others  are,  we  are  not  told ;  but  they  lay  a  great  fti«fs  on' 
afts  of  mercy,  charity,   and  in  building  of  temples   to  ft, 
monafteries  for  his  priefts,  and.  providing  for  their  maintenance, 
as  the  moft  effeftual  means  to  partake  of  the  benefit  of  their 
prayers,  mortifications,  penances,  and  other  meritorious  aftions, 
towards  the  atonement  of  their  own  fins,  and   obtaining  a 
Tranfmi-    ^^PPY  tranfmijgration  in  another  life.     On  the  other  hand, 
gration  of  they  threaten  no  lefs  thofe  who  with-hold  their  benefaftiofis 
tbefouL     from  them ;  telling  them,  that  they  will  tranfmigrate  into  the 
.bodies  of  rats,  horfes,  mules,  and  other  fucTi  creatures  ;  whidx 
laft  point  feldom  fails  of  making  a  deep  impreflion   on  the 
^Theri'      credulous  vulgar,  infomuch  that  they  often  perfuade .  them 
Huardand  to  bum  paper  gilt,  or  waftied  with  filver,  filk,  cloth,  anii*"^ 
funijhment  other  garments,  which,  they  tell  them,  will  be  turned  into 
in  the  next  fubftantial  gold  and  filver,  clothes,  itc\  in  the  other  "world, 
^fi*  for  the  ufe  of  their  deceafed  parents,  friends,  and  relad(n]$, 

or  elfe  be  laid  up  for  them  againft  thdr  coming  thither  :  fbt, 
fay  they,  you  muft  not  imagine  diat  good  and  evil  are  as  con- ' 
fufed  in  the  other  world  as  they  are  in  this  ;  for  there  are  re- 
wards for  the  good,  and  puni(hments  for  the  bad,  according 
to  every  one's  merit,  or  according  as  they  have  taken  care,  by 
their  generous  benefaftions,  to  make  fure  of  a  title  to  thcA 
of  their  teachers  *. 

*  Lb  Compte  &  Du  Halde,  ubi  fupra. 

their  eyes  moving  in  a  dreadful  ment ;  and  yet  Father  he  Comptt 

^  manner,   to  the  next  river  or  afiures  us,  that  he  faw  an  in^ 

canal,  and  drowning  them  with-  ftance  of  it ;  and,  hy  difcover- 

out  mercy,  before  whole  crouds  ing  the  impoflure,  had  faved  « 

of  fpedlators,  who  are  harangued  young  man,  whom  they  were 

by  one  of  the  fraternity  into  a  violently  dragging  into  a  river, 

firm  belief  that  the  per  fons  had  from  becoming  a  vidlim  to  their 

earneilly  requeued   to  be  thus  inhuman  knavery  and  impiety, 

difpatched  out  of  the  world,  in  But  this  may  fuffice  to  give  our 

order  to  obtain  immortality  in  reader  an  idea  of  thofe  religious 

the  next.    One  can  hardly  think  cheats  (49) :  thofe  who  defire  to 

.that  thofe  jugglers,  bad  as  they  fee  more,  or  greater  variety,  of 

may  be,    would  dare  attempt  them,  may  confult  the  authors 

inch  atrocious  enormities,  in  fo  above  quQte4v     - 
polite  and    regular  a  goverm- 

(49)'  Le  Ctmptt  (^  Du  Haldt^  ubi  fup,  ^      . 
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One  thing  they  particularly  recommend,  vii.  the  often  call-  Fo/r^- 
^g  uj>on  him  for  happinefs  and  falvation.     Fo^  in  one  of  his  quaitly  in* 
books,  had  mentioned  another  deity  more  antient  than  him-  '^^^^  h 
fdf,  called  O-mito,  fmce  worshipped  by  the  Japanners  like-  J^'  ^^^j^* 
wife,  under  the  name  of  J-mida^  who  formerly  had  appeared  ^*'      ' 
in  the  kingdom  of  Bengah  aad  had  raifed  himfelf  to  fuch  ^^'*'    ' 
height  of  power  and  merit  by  his  great  fanftity,  that  the  bare 
invoking  of  him  was  fufficient  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  the  moft  • 

damnable  crimes.  Him  the  bonzas  have  coupled  with  their 
Fo }  whence  the  Chinefe  of  this  feft  have  continually  in  their 
mouths  the  words  O-fm-to-fo^  which,  their  matters  tell  them, 
is  fuffident  to  expiate  for  their  blackeft  fins.  All  thefe  pleafing 
.  notions  to  corrupt  nature  fail  not  to  gain  greatly  on  vuglar 
minds,  and  to  inffnre  them  with  an  uncommojEi  generoiity  to 
their  foothing  teachers ;  whilft  the  wifer  and  better  fort  pity 
the  former  for  their  fimplicity,  and  dcfpifc  the  latter  for  their 
extravagancies  and  impiety ;  being  but  too  well  convinced, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  arrant  cheats,  and  men  of 
debauched  lives,  notwithftanding  their  fandtified  looks,  and 
fpecious  pretences  to  mortification  and  holinefs  ^. 

Besides  the  various  reprefentatiqns  under  which  they  wor-  Ho^  re^ 
ftup  their  god  Fb  in  their  temples,  among  which  that  of  a  dra-  prefented, 
g^n  is  efteemed  the  nobleft,  and  next  to  it  the  elephant,  they 
iave  a  variety  of  others,  which,  whether  they  look  upon  as 
.different  deities,  or  different  images  of  the  fame  FOy   is  not 
.agreed.     Two  in  particular  they  have  in  their  pagods,  com- 
monly about  twenty  feet  high,  and  pretty  much  in  the  feme 
attitude ;  the  one  is  called  the  gpd  of  immortality,  and  is  rc- 
prefeated  in  the  form  of  a  grdfs  fat  man,  fitting  crofs-legged, 
with  a  fmiling  or  laughing  countenance,  and  a  monftrous  pro- 
joinent  belly,  quite  bare ;  the  other  not  quite  fo  thick,  and 
covered  before  with  a  thin  drapery,  and  in  the  fame  fitting . 
.{loflure,  whom  they  ftyle  the  god  of  pleafure.  Between  thefe 
Jwo  is  comqionly  placed  a  third,  richly  clad,  with  a  rich  crowii 
.oa  his  head,  and  fome  ornamental  drapery  hanging  loofe  from 
it.     This  laft  is  called  the  great  king  Kang,  and  is  thirty  feet 
.high,  and  richly  gilt  and  carved.     To  thefe  we  may  add  an  Other  r/* 
innumerable  variety  of  others  of  all  fizes  and  forms,  which  p^^fi^^^' 
.they  fetup  in  their  houfes,  ftreets,  ifhips,  fields,  burying-places,  ''^"^' 
^d  fuch-like,  to  whom  the  burn  incenfe,  and  other  perfumes, 
,aad  offer  up  their  prayers,  and  other  parts  of  the  fame  wor- 
ship which  is  performed  to  them  in  their  temples.     They  are 
ftyled  by  their  votaries  their  houfhold  deities,  and  are  to  be 
found  among  the  pooreft,  as  well  as  among  the  richeft,  and  are 

*  ii  CaujPTg,  part  2.  let. 2.  &  Du-Haldi,  ubi  fup.  655,  &  (t(\, 
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often  treated  In  the  fame  cdntemptnous  and  vindiftlve  manner 

as  the  Portuguefe  arc  faid  to  ufc  lome  of  their  favourite  faints; 

.  neircBa-  that  is,  after  having  prayed  to  them  a  good  while,  andwidi 

JtifsntMnt    fome  importunity,  if  they  do  not  anfwer  their  petitions,  they 

^Mben  they  g^ft  upbraid  them  for  their  negleft  and  ingratitude,  and  then 

do  not  tm-  proceed  to  chaftife  them.    This  laft  is  commonly  done  by 

^Ztn  ^^^  '^^^^'f^g*  dragging  them  along  the  ftreets  through  dirt  and 

f  ^Tftrs.     ^^^  dunghiis,  ifc.  s  which  done,  they  throw  them  by,  as 

ufelefs,  into  fomc  obfcure  comer  of  their  houfes :  but,  if  they 

happen  to  obtain  the  efFeft  of  their  prayers,  they  then  fetdi 

the  poor  idol  out  with  great  ceremony  and  rcfpeft,  reftore  him 

to  his  place,  with  a  promife  to  have  Mm  new  painted  or  g^t. 

They  then  fall  down  and  adore  him ;  confefs  that  they  bvc 

been  as  much  too  hafty  towards  him  as  he  hath  been  remifs 

and  negligent  towards  them ;  beg' of  him  to  forget  and  forgive 

what  is  paft,  Tvhich  cannot  now  be  recalled ;  and  that  he  vM 

be  more  diligent  and  kind  to  them,  and  they  will  be  mort 

careful  of  their  duty,  and  more  lavifh  of  their  incenfe  and 

perfumes  to  him  *. 

An  unwary  reader  might  be  naturally  inclined  to  believe  thde 
to  be  fables,  invented  merely  to  expofe  fome  of  the  like  kiad 
of  fuperftitic^s  pra<^iied  in  a  neighbouring  church,  were  thej 
not  conveyed  to  us  by  fome  <rf  her  mofl  eminent  miffionaries ; 
one  of  which  tells  Us  a  long,  and  flill  more  furprifing,  ftory, 
which  happened  at  Nan-king  during  his  Hay  there ;  the  fub- 
0«#  pf      fiance  of  which  is :  That  a  man,  who  had  lofl  his  only  daogh- 
fhemju$d  ter,  notwithfbmding  his  moftferverft  prayers,  facrifices,  offer- 
hy  Ihs  vc-  ings,  <bc.  to  this  god,  and  the  promifes  of  the  bonze  that  fl» 
tary  \        Svould  recovcr,  refolved  to  fue  the  idol  before  a  magiftrate, 
cither  as  a  faithlefs.  or  impotent,  and  therefore  an  unworthy 
or  infignificant  deity.     The  caufe  was  dragged  from  one  tri- 
bunal to  another;  and  the  judges,  bribed  by  the  bonzes,  M 
advifed  him  to  drOp  his  profecution  ;  whllfl  the  prieft  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him,  that,  if  he  did,  the  god  would  make 
him  ample  amends  for  the  lofi  of  his  child.    The  man,  whe- 
ther through  grief  or  refentment,  proved  deaf  to  both ;  and, 
and  con^     after  feveral  hearings,  carried  his  point.    The  idol  waij  con- 
demned.      demned  to  perpetual  baniihment,  as  ufelefs  to  the  nation ;  the 
temple  to  be  demoliflied ;  and  the  bonzes  that  attended  it  to 
be  feverely  chaftifcd,  tho'  not  degraded  from  officiating  at  fofflc 
other  pagod  •.    Thefe  ftories  are  not  indeed  fo  confonant  with 
-     what  thefe  authors  elfewhere  tell  us  of  the  Chinefe  learning  and 
politenefs,  and  would  induce  one  xo  believe  them  to  be  tdd 

*  Ls  CoMPTE  &  DuHa!de,  ubifup.  Vid.  &  Martin.  Ca- 
R£Ri,  Ni£ WBOFF,  k  al«-'  *  Le  Comfte,  obi  fup.  part  a.  let.  f. 
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bythofc  reverend  authors  with  a  defiga  to  palliate  the  fuper- 

flitions  of  their  own  churchy  by  exaggerating  thofe  of  the  Chi' 

fufe :  bat,  whether  fo  or  not,  it  is  allowed  on  all^hands,  that 

thdeextraragandes  are  defpifed  and  cosdemned  by  the  wifer 

fcH-t,  and  efpecially  by  the  fcft  of  the  Rterati^  cf  whofe  rife 

and  tenets  we  fhall  now  give  a  fhort  account,  before  we  dif-  / 

mk  this  article.  /  •        '  ^ 

This  fcft,  which  is  a  very  modern  one  in  comparifon  of  the  ^htfi^l  df 
reft,  may  be  (aid  to  have  fprung  up  from  the  dregs  of  thofe  *^*^^^rati  ' 
two  laft  fpokai  of,  Lau-^yun  and  Fo ;  by  both  which  the  whole  y^^^^ 
country  had  been  for  a  Icnig  feries  of  ages  immerfed  in  all-^*"*^' 
kinds  of  magical  witcheries,  fuperftitipus  idolatries,  and  the 
moft  univcrfal  depravity  of  manners  ;  all  which,  together  with 
the  frequent  wars  and  devaftations  which  naturally  flowed  from 
fo  general  a  corruption,  had  driven  the  antient  religion  and 
learning  in  ibme  meafure  out  of  the  empire.  There  were  but  a 
fioaall  number  of  Confucius 's  difciples  left  to  Jceep  it  up,  Jind  thefe 
had  neither  credit  nor  courage  enough  to  awaken  the  reft  out  of 
their  lethargy.    At  length  there  ftarted  up  a  fmail  number, 
about  the  years  of  Chrift  1070  and  1200,  who,  by  their 
mdngs  and  example,  efieftuaUy  ftirred  up  many  of  the  wifer 
fort  to  the  love  of  learning ;  fo  that  it  began  to  flourifh  again 
by  degrees,  mfomuch  that,  Anno   1400,  Tong-h,   the  then  Sufpart^ii 
reigning  emperor,  and  a  great  encourager  of  it,  made  choice  h  ^^^  '^** 
of  eighty-two  of  the  moft  learned  doftors  of  the  empire  xoP^^* 
compile  a  fyftem,  or  body,  of  doftrines,  agreeable  to  the  fim- 
timents  of  the  antient  writers,  which  might  ferve  as  a  pattern 
or  direftory  fbr  the  l^rned  hereafter.     The  emperor's  autho- 
rity, and  the  reputation  of  thofe  doftors  ;  their  conclfe  and 
polite  ftyle,  together  with  their  high  boafts  of  under^andihg 
the  antient  wridngs ;  foon  gave  a  reputation,  and  gained  a 
great  number  of  difciples,  to  their  fenfiments. 

But  thefe  doftors,  inftead  of  reforming  the  corruptions  W«V //- 
and  errors  of  the  CUnefe  religion,  according  to  the  antient  «^'' ^  ^'W 
books,  and  particularly  to  the  writings  of  Confucius^  rather  ^^^^ifi^l 
flrove,  by  forced  interpretations,  and  fidfe  gloffes,^  to  diftort     ^ 
their  fenfe,    agreeably  to  their  own  prejudices,   and  intro- 
daced  a  new  kind  of  concealed  athdfm,  and  licentious  free* 
dbm  from  the  worfhip  of  God,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
fpake  of  him  in  the  fame  magnificent  expreflions  which  th«  an- 
ticBts  had  done.     They  acknowleged  him  to  be  the  moft  pure 
wd  perfefft  effence,  fountain  and  CM-igin  of  all,  beings ;  but 
reprefeoted  him,  at  the  fame  time,  as  nothing  differing  from 
l^ature,  that  is,  from  that  power,  energy,  or  natural  mtue,     . 
which  produced,  and  ftill  keeps  all  things  in  the  fame  con^ 
ftwit  ordcT^    They  farther  explained  themfdves  to  mean  by 
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it  a  kind  of  infenfiWc  foul  of  the  worM,  which,  they  pre- 
tend, penetrates  through  matter,  and,  on  it,  produces  all  thofe 
efFefts  and  operations  we  fee :  fo  that,  though  they  fpeak  of 
God  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  anticnts  did,  yet  they  pfcriba 
to  this  kind  of  natural  power^an  energy,  and  all  theperfcftions, 
y9t  readily  which  thofe  attributed  to  the  Godhead.    Thefe  n(^ioi;ts,  were, 
imbraced.  however,  readily  fwallow^d  on  all  fides  ;  one  fort,  and  that 
by  far  the  moft  numerous,  admired  them,  bccaufe  they  tended 
to  deftrpy  all.  kinds  of  religion  ;  and  another  liked  them,,  be* 
caufe  that  little  of  religion  they  contained  would  poft  them 
no  pains  or  trouble  to  praftife.     Thus  was  this  new  fcdbof 
Perfecutes  literati,  or  learned,  formed  and  propagated  ;  and,  being  fup- 
the  other    ported  by  the  imperial  authority,  took  fuch  firm  root  at  the 
court,  that  they  began  to  perfecute  all  other  fefts  with  great 
violence,  and  with  a  refolution  of  exterminating  them,  thro? 
the  whole  empire.     They  found,  however,  many  obflaclei 
to  their  defign :  for  as,  on  ,the  one  hand,  there  was  ftill  a 
powerful  body  of  learned  men  who  protefted  againft  this  up-? 
ftart  doftrine,  and  appealed  to  the  true  jneaning  of  the  an* 
tieat  books  againft  it ;  fo,  on  the  other,  the  bulk  of  the  peo» 
pie  were  too  ftrongly  biafled  in  favour  of  their  idcdatroHJ 
luperftitions,  to  have  fufFered  their  temples,  altairs,  iyc.  to  be 
^   demoliftied,  without  making  fome  ftrong  and  dangerous  oppo- 
fition  againft  it ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  content  themfelvei 
with  a  bare  condemning  all  other  fefts  as  heretical  (which 
they  ftill  continue  tp  do,  it  feems,  every  year  at  Perking)  with- 
out taking  any  other  meafures  to  fupprefs  them  ^. 

But  though  this  feft  is  become  fo  powerful  at  court,  and 
in  fuch  high  efteem  among  the  men  of  letters,  courtiers,  an4 
great  men,  yet  >they  do  not  care  much  to  be  thought  to  hold 
th9fe  atheiftical  notions  which  they  are  charged  with  by  the 
reft;  and,  to  clear  themfelves  from  it  as  much  as  poffiblej 
have  clogged  their  fyliems  with  fuch  fubtilc  glofles,  diftin- 
.  ftions',  fuch  abftrufe  and  unintelligible  terms,  that  it  is  hard 
to  gu^fs  whether  they  themfelves  really  underftood  them,  of 
any  one  elfe  could  make  clear  fcnfe  of  them  ;  at  leaft,  from 
the  extraft  which  Du.  Hahie  hath  given  us  of  it  '^j  for  vMA 
reafon  we  ftiall  fay  no  more  of  it  here. 

Father  L^  Compte  tells  us,  that  even  the  emperor  Kang-il^ 
who  was  at  the  head  of  that  feft,  and  thoroughly  verfed  \Sl 
that  fort  of  learning,  told  Father  Verbiefl^  his  mathematidan^ 
one  day,  that  if  they  (the  Chriftians)  would  call  God  by  the 
fame  nanie  that  the  Chinefe  did,  the  latter  woiiW  be  left 
averfe  to  their  reFigion.     To  which  the  good  father  repM 


^he  lite- 
rati as  fur 
ferftitiotts 
AS  other 
fias. 
neir  en- 
dea'vours 
to  <wipe  ojj 
ihefuj^i- 
cion  of 
pheifni* 
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to  this  eSe£l :  Tour  majefiy  doth  indeed  follow  the  MdoSlrine  A  fropo/^l 
(f  China,  -which  thefe  new  dolors  have  forfaken  f  Jhouki  we,  rf  Father 
therefore  make  ufe  of  their  terms ,  would  it  not  be  thought  that  Verbicll. 
ijje  believe  as  they  do  ?  hut  if  your  majejiy  will,  by  a  procla^ 
mationy  publicly  declare,  that  the  word  Chsun-ti  (or  rather 
Shan^'ti)  fignifies  the  fame  ih  effe£i  that  the  Chrifians  under^ 
ftand  by  Tycn*tchu  (I),  we  are  ready  to  make  ufe  of  the  one  las 
foon  as  of  the  ether.     The  emperor,  our  author  adds,  liked  the 
fether's  anfwer ;  but,  for  reafons  of  ftate,  declined  comply- 
ing with  it**.     However,  we  learn  fmce,  that  fome  of  the  new  Theempe* 
miflioaaries  have  gon<  fo  far  as  to  tell  thofe  doftors,  that  there  rors  ex^ 
was  no  other  way  to  wipe  off  the  afp^rfion  of  atheifm  from  planatory 
their  feft,  than  by  the  v  emperor's  explaining  the  words  Tyen  fdi^^ 
^nd  Shang'ti ;  and  declaring,  that  he  meant  by  them  not  the 
ms^terial  heaven,  or  a  blind  material  cdeftial  virtue,  but  the 
ftipreme  Lord  of  heaven  ;  which  if  he  once  confented  to  do, 
the  imputation  of  atheifm  would  ceafe  of  courfe,  as  his  ma- 
jeftywas  the  propereft  perfon,  as  high-prieft, '  legiflator,  ma- 
fter  of  the  empire,  and  head  of  the  feft,  to  fix  the  true  mean- 
ing and  import  of  thofe  words.     They  therefore  refolved  to 
coafult  that  prince  Anno  1 700  ;  but  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
lae  ihould  not  perceive  the  drift  of  their  application  to  him 
for  this  explication :.  and  obtained  an  edift  according  to  their 
dcfire,  which  was  foon  after  publiftied  in  all  parts  of  the 
empire,  the  purport  of  which  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  mar- 

Thus 

*  State  of  China,  part  2.  letter  z.  •  Du  Halde,  ubi 

%»  p.  660. 

(I)  Tyen  fignifies  heaven,  and  Lord  and   Ruler   of   it,   until 

Tjen-tcbu  the  Lord  of  heaven,  they   could  obtain  a  declara- 

which  is  the  name  by  which  the  (ion  from  the  throne,  that  both 

Chriftian  mifiionartes  chofe  to  terms  were  equivalent,  and  lig- 

Wprefs  the  Godhead,  in  oppo-  nified    the   fupreme    Almighty 

fmoh  to  the  literati,  who  call  Creator  of  all. 
Wm  Cham-ti,  or,  more  properly,         (K)  This  decree,  which  hath 

Uang-ti^   fovereign    emperor ;  been    fince  prefcrved    in  their 

though,  by  their  explications,  archives,   imports,    " .  That  it 

they  feem  to  mean  no  more  than  "  was  not  to  the   vifible  and 

heaven,  nature,  or  the  blind  ce-  "  material  heaven   that   facri- 

leftial  virtue  which  produces  and  **  fices  were  offered,  but  only    ^ 

ifts  upon  all  things  (50)  ;  fo  "  to  the  Lord  and  Matter  of 

that  the  miffionaries  were  cer-  "  the  heaveqa,  earth,  and  oF     ^ 

tainly  right  to  diftinguifh  be*  "  all  things :  knd  that,  for  the      - 

twc^n  that'  and   thq    fupreme  *•  fame  reafon,  the  tablet,  be* 
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Thus  much  ^t  thowht  necefllary  to  fey  of  thh  fo  finaei 
WW  Cbmefe  feft,  and  mdr  prind^cs ;  but  wb^hcr  or  po 


•*  fore   which   fuch   facrifices 
*'  were  offered,  bean  thit  in- 
«  fcription.  To  Shang-ti^  that 
**  is  to  fay,   To  the  (unreme 
*«  Lord ;  that  is  is  from  a  deep 
••fence  of  rcfpea:  to  that  fa- 
•*  preme  Being,  that  none  of 
•'  them  prefumes  to  call  him  by 
*•  his  proper  nape ;  and  that 
♦*  they  chufe  to  invoke  him  by 
••  thofe    of  fupreme    heaven. 
••  bountiful  heaven,    oniverfal 
•«  heaven, ,  in  the  fame  refpcdl- 
♦•  ful  manner  as  when  fpeaking 
♦'  of  the  emperor,  they  call  him 
♦•  not  by  his  ow;i  name,but  fay, 
•*  tbefiffiofhts  throne,  the  fu- 
"  preme  court  of  his  palace,  and 
*•  fuch-like :  and,  laftly,    that 
♦*  thofe  names,  tho*   expreffed 
••  in  different  t^rms,  are  never" 
♦*  thelefs  the  fame  with  re(pe€t 
**  to  their  import  and  figninca- 
♦*  tibn."     The  emperor,  upon 
another  occafion,  in  which  he 
was  fpeaking  in  public,  aihrms, 
fhat  the  learned  Chinefe   fay, 
like  him,  that  the  principle  of  all 
things  is  callfd  Tyen,  heaven,  in 
.    4M  exalted  and fguratiife  fyUf  in 
the  fame  manner  that  the  emperor 
is    eaikd  Ch^u-ting,  from    the 
name  of  his  palacf^  iviich  is  the 
place  <where .  the  imperial  m^jefty 
jhines  tvith  the  great ^  fplendqr 

The  fame  author  farther  afr 
fures  us  (55),  that  that  mon- 
arch, not  content  with  having 
publilhed  the  abovefaid  edift  in 
the  mol!  authentic  manner,  got 
it  moreover  confirmed,  apdfub- 
(cribed  to,  by  a  great  number  of 
fhe  moil  eminent  mandarins, 
^ofiors^  and  other  members  of 


the  fe6l,  with  their  prefident  tl 
their  head ;    all  of  whom  ap- 
peared farprifed  to  hear  that 
they  had  been  fufpefted  by  the 
learned  of  Europe    of  ha¥mg 
honoured  a  lifelefs  •  and  inani- 
mated  being   as    the   materisd 
heaVen^    and    univerfally  ac- 
koowlege,  that  they  undcrftood 
hy,  Tyen  and  Shangti,  and  tt 
fuch  worOiipped  and  iavokcdi 
the  fupremi  Lord  of  heaven^  prV^ 
dple  of  all  things,  the  dijpenfir  ^ 
all  good,  nvhoje  aH-inotving  (m 
all' feeing  providence  gives  us  all 
things.     This  one  would  thiflk 
fufficient  to  clear   the  literati 
from  the  fufpicion  of  atheifmj 
but  yet  there  were  many  of  difl 
miffionaries  who  ftill  fofpo6l«d 
the  imperial  declaration,  as  wdl 
"as  tl^at  of  the  literati  abo?c- 
mentioned  to  have  been  the  ef- 
fea,  the  one  of  polit^ncfs,  and 
the  other  of  complaifance,  efpc- 
cially  as  both  are  conceived  in 
fuch  ambiguous  and  equivocal 
terms  as  no  atheift  would  rcfbft 
to  fubfcribe  to.    Nor  need  we 
indeed  greatly  to  wonder  that 
thefe  good  fathers,  who  are  fach 
adepts  in  the  art  of  equivoca- 
tion, ftiould  fufpeft  thofe  litcratt 
of  the  like  prevarication. 

However,  if  we  may  itjdg 
by  their  pra^icQ,  and  that  W 
not  likewife  mifreprefentcd,  wc 
fhall  have  but  too  much  reafoA 
to  join  in  the  fufpi<aon  j  anq 
thoi^gh  we  may  in  charity  be* 
lievc  that  ibmc  of  th^  wifcr 
and  better  fort  may  ftill  adhere 
tQ  the  antjent  doftrine,  an4 
really  acknowlege  a  fuprenj* 
Beiflg,   tind  his  diving  F®'** 
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rii^  be  really  ibfree  fromdownright  athet&a  as  d^  jMreteiidy 
4int  d<Kh  not  hinder  them  firom  dealing  in  all  the  magical  and  % 

dmbolical  fuperftitions  of  that  of  LaU'kyun  :  for  all  the  CInnefe 
iDg^neral^  of  whatever  feft,  rank,  or  condition,  are  extremely 
food  of  all  filch  kinds  of  witchery ;  and  evea  their  greateft 
Bten  will  prafkife  a  great  variety  ot  them  in  private,  tho'  thc^ 
arc  obliged  to  condemn  them  in  public.     They  arc  likewite 
ill  very  fond  di  the  notion  of  all  forts  of  fortune-tellers,  of 
invoking  and  dealing  with  good  and  bad  fpirits,  of  appari- 
tions, exorcifms,  incantations,  and  all  the  whole  tribe  of  for-  , 
eery  and  fortilegious  traih  ^ ;  neither  the  philofopby  pf  their 
great  CmfotciuSf  and  other  learned  men,  nor  the  new  refined 
adMifiodof  thdr  lit^ati,  nor  their  pretended  fii^riority  of 
reafon  and  knowlege  above  all  other  nations,  having  hitherto 
been  aUe  to  root  thofe  abfurd  notions  out  of  their  minds. 
Some  of  their  fefts  likewife  pay  a  kind  of  worftiip  to  the  fun,  i^t-^-^/a 
moon,  ftars,  planets,  to  mountains,  rivers,  6"c.  ^  and  tao&,paiJt^th9 
if  not  all  of  them,  to  the  fouls  of  their  anccftors,  to  whomyi»,  &c. 
they  rear  fiatues,  altars,  chapels,  and  even  temples,  according  7^  the 
to  their  rank  and  faculties  :  and  the  notion  that  is  propagatedy^u/r  ^/j# 
aiDOOgft  them,  that  thofe  fouls  are  ftill  prefent,  and  take  par-  tfead; 
ticohur  nodcc  of  the  aftions  oi  the  living,  generally  proves  as  to  thofe  of 
pat  a  determent  from  vice,  and  fpur  to  virtuous  aftions,  ^emnent 
the  many  volumes  of  morality  of  their  philofophers  can  be.  ^"^• 
The  fame  fort  of  worftiip,  but  in  a  higher  degree,  they  pay  to 
thdr  deceafed  monarchs,  great  philofophers,  and  other  emi- 
Dent  perfons,  who  have  done  any  fignal  fervices  to  their  coun- 
try, to  all  of  whom  they  build  temples,  altars,  triumphal  arches, 
be.    And  as  this  laft  kind  is  the  worftiip  paid  to  Confucius t 
and  to  fome  of  their  beft  monarchs  and  great  men,  and  ftyled 
by  the  philofophic  and  learned  fefts  a  civil  one,  fo  was  it 

•'  Martimi,  Couplet,   Le  Compte,   Du  Halde,  &  al. 
fup.  citat.  '  ^ 

dence,  which,  we  are  told,  Fa-  enemies  to  all  rriigion :  for  this 
dier  ftmrt'  proved  againft  an  laft  clafs  is  known  to  be  as 
aflembly  of  300  literati,  from  much  addided  to  all  the  ex- 
tile  aathori^  of  their  canonical  travagancies,  and  ridiculous  no- 
books,  asd  without  the  leaft  tions,  of  demons,  magic,  witch* 
oppofition  from  any  of  them  ;  craft,  and  other  fuperilitions,  as 
yet  the  far  greater  part  do,  in  the  profefTed  difciples  of  the 
their  hearts,  difbelieve  it,  what-  other  two  fedts,  and  pradife 
trer  declarations  to  the  con-  them  as  much  in  private  as  they 
tr^ry  they  may  fabfcribe  to,  pretend  to  condemn  them  i^. 
merely  to  avoid  the  odium  of  publiti 

ims^  4o4  of  b^i»g  thought 

CQmpIki 
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coifiplied  with  by-the  Jeftiit  miffionaries,  tod  penmtted  to  thdP 
profely(es,  uoder  that  notion,  tho'  highly  condeouied  and  caoh 
plained  ag^Tinft  by  thofe  of  the  DomimCMiy  Franci/can,  and  odiar 
orderd,  as  idolatrous,  and  a  {candai  to  the  Cfariftiaa  reIigioB# 
Whence  aroTe  thofe  fatal  difcords  betvireen  them,  appeals  to. 
Jffmte,  and  other  feuds,  which  ended  in  the  ^moft  total  exd» 
Son  of  Chriftianity  in  this  empire,  as  we  (hall  fee  at  the  clob 
of  this  chapter.     And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  the  reiigiaoF 
and  fefts  o£  the  Chineje. 
fhe  Mo-        Wfi  have  ah^ady  taken  notice  of  Mohammedantfm  intio« 
bammed-  ducing  itfelf  likewife  into  the  empire,  thro*  fome  of  die  north- 
**  ^'^T  ^^^^'^  provinces  bordering  upon  Tartary.     This  feft  hath 
futrcduced,  f^^^  ittelf^hro'  moft  provinces  of  China;  and  hath  faeca  tXH  . 
krated  by  the  reft,  wtthout/any  great  difturbance,  on  acscouitt 
of  thdr  peaceable  behaviour,  they  never  entering  into  difpuM 
With  oticrs ;  but  quietly  enjoying  their  liberty,  without  ftu-* 
dying  to  propagate  their  dodrine,  even  by  internutrri^es  out 
Makes  hut  ^fthdr  own  kindred.     They  are  indeed  neither  confiderable 
afmall      enough  for  their  number  or  wealth,  to  harbour  any  fuch  views, 
^^Cn        there  being  reckoned  no  mcM-e  than  about  5000  or  6000  fa- 
milies of  them,  and  thofe  difperfed  thro*  tfaeiirhoie  empin^ 
and,  for  thp  generality,  of  the  lower  rank,  as  hufbandmea^ 
artificers,  isc.     Befides,  we  are  told,   that  in  thofe  piaoea 
where  they  are  moft  numerous,  and  make  the  bcft  figure,  as 
in  fome  territories  beyond  the  Whang-ho,  where  they  h^tve 
been  fettled  during  feveral  generations,  in  fome  of  the  towns 
along  the  canal,  and  have  very  high  mo(ks,  built  after  a  differenc 
manner  from  the  Chinefe  tafte,  they  have  been  ftill  lookeii 
Often  in-    ^pon  as  of 'f(M*cign  extraft,  and  have  been  frequently  infulted 
Jitlted.        by-  the  Chinefe  people.     Even  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  city  of 
Hang-chew,  in  the  province  of  Hn-quangy  the  populace,  upcm 
fpme  diflike  taken  at  the  indifcrete  behaviour  of  fome  of  them, 
made  no  fcruple  to  deftroy  their  fine  molks,  notwithftanding 
all  the  endeavours  of  the  magiftracy  to,  prevent  it  s. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs,  from  the  Chinefe  accounts,  when 
Mohammedifm  was  ficft  introduced  \\xto  China,  fome  placing  it 
ho  earlier  than  the.  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  dynafty,  and 
^he  empe-  Others  carrying  it  as  far  back  as  the  thirteenth.     However, 
tor  not  a   from  the  fmall  encouragement  they  have  had,  and  ftill  meet 
Moham-  with,  as  well  as  from  what  we  have  lately  obferved  of  the  em-i 
inedan.      peror's  religion,  upon  more  occafions  than  one,  it  is  plain,- 
that  thofe  monarchs  are  not  of  that  religion,  as  hath  been 
affirmed  by  Mr.  Collier ;  nor  own  any  of  Mohammed's  doc- 
trines, except  that  of  worihipping  one  fupreme  B^ing  ;  on 

8  Du  Haldb,  T^bifup-a,  p.  76, 
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wiaA  account  only,  both  they,  and  the  fcft  of  the  Kteratl,,  ^ 
have  thought  fit  to  tolerate  dicm  **. 

Whether  Chriftianity  was  preached  in  this  empire  fo  Chrtfii^-^ 
mt\j  as  the  tim^  of  the  apoftles,  hath  been  a  matter  of  con-  ity  when 
rroverfy  among  the  learned.     That  St,  Thomas  carried  the  flanteJ. 
jofpel  into  Ethiopia,  Perjia,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  India, 
(re  have  (hewn  in  ^  former  part  of  this  work  * :  but  that  he  Wbethtr 
proceeded  fo  i^iX  as  China,  we  have  no  other  proof  for,  jthan  h  ^'' 
in  antient  Malabaric  breviary,  written  in  the  (7AaAiz/V  tongue ;  thovass. 
tefome  of  the  leflbns  and  anthems  of  which,  mention  is  made 
jf  that  apoftle's  planting  Chriftianity  in  Ethiopia,  Perfia,  In-' 
Sa,  and  China.    To  confirm  which,  'another  proof  is  fetched 
from  the  fecond  part  of  the  fynodical  conftitutions  (ch.  19.), 
irherein  mention  is  made  of  Chinefe  metropolitans.     Other 
proofs,  drawn  from  fome  antient  crofTes  and  monuments  of 
ftill  more  doubtful  authority,  we  omit,  all  of  which  the  op* 
^fite  fide  think  fufficiently  confuted  by. one  avowed  faft  ; 
viz  that  the  firft  miflionarles,  who  fet  foot  in  China  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  found  not  the  leaft  footfteps 
of  it  in  any  part  of  the  empire. 

BtJT  that  this  is  no  conclufive  argument  againft  its  having 
been  formerly  planted  and  propagated  in  fome  provinces  of 
it,  is  plain  from  that  antient  and  venerable  monument  which 
was  dug  up  near  the  city  of  Si-ngan-ftt,  in  the  -  province  of 
Shen-Ji,  and  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in  the  laft 
feclibnk.  by  which  it  appears  tb  have  been  brought  into  this  Introduced 
(Jmpire  A.  C,  782  or  783  ;  to  have  been  readily  received  by  the  An.  */%2. 
flien  reigning  monarch  Lyen-tfong,  or  rather  Tay-tfong,  and 
highly  encouraged  during  the  reigns  of  feveral  of  his  fiic- 
ttfibrs,  under  whofe  aufpices  they  freely  propagated  the  go-  Its  great 
fpd,  built  a  good  number  of  churches,  monafteries,  \i'C^\-^progrefs. 
tals,  be.  maugre  all  the  oppofition  of  the  bonzaic  feft.  And 
though  it  is  not  eafy  to  know  from  the  Chinefe  records,  which 
feldom  meddle  with  any  events  but  thofe  which  concern  the 
civil  government,  when,  or  by  what  means,  it  was  afterwards 
fupprefled,  fo  as  to  have  left  no  traces  behind;  yet  it  is  com-  Total  fuf^t 
monly  believed  to  have  happened  about  the  year  845,  In  which  frejfion* 
\  they  mention  an  edift  of  the  emperor  Vu-tfong,  g^ven  in  the 
I  fifth  year  <rf  his  reign,  and  condemning,  among  other  bonzas, 
'  thofe  of  Ta-ijing,  or  Jitdea  (and  fuppofed  to  be  the  Cbriftian 
i  priefts),  in  number  3000,  to  return  to  a  fecular  life  ^     Such 

^  Le  CoMPTE,  ubi  fup.  See  alfo  Du  Halde,  &  al.       *  Ant. 
Univ.  Hift.  vol.xx.  p.  106,  &  feq.  &  (H).  ^  See  before, 

p.  77>  (Lj.         ^  See  Du  Halde,  vol.  i.  p,  196.  ^  ii.  p.  2,  k 

■  H 
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an  authentic  tcftimony,  therefore,  puts  it  beyond  all  doobe 
that  Chriftianity  was  preached,  and  had  made  a  confidefaUb 
progrefs,  in  that  {pace,  whatever  be  the  caufe  of  its  havii^ 
been  fince  fo  throughly  abolUhed  and  obliterated  at  the  tima 
of  the  Roman  miflionaries  arrival  thither  ". 
fhejefuiu     In  this  ftate  of  fupcrftitioa  and  grofs  idolatry  it  had  cootl- 
frft  at'     nued  above  fevcn  centuries  ;  during  which,  feverc  ia^wrs  w«W 
tempt  t9     enafted  againft  all  foreigners  entering  into  any  part  of  the  dh*  " 
^rifiani  tt.  ^j^.^  .  when  Xaverius  found  means  to  land  in  \x,  undifcovercdl, 
with  a  defign  to  replant  Chriftianity  there;  but  died  foo«' 
after,  in  a  litde  ifland  we  have  fpokcn  of  in  the  firft  feftion". 
Above  thirty  years  elapfcd  before  any  other  of  that  ibciett 
ventured  to  come  thither  :  but  thofc  who  were  fettled  at  dbi 
tity  of  Ma-kaUf  or  MacdOy  lately  dcfcribcd,  were  all  that  tiw 
contriving  the  moft  proper  means  to  gain  a  fafe  entrance  iatQ 
neir  pO'   ^^  >  ^°  order  to  which,  leveral  of  them  were  perfefting  thefli» 
jlcj,  felves  in  the  Chinefe  tongue;  and  Father  Valignau^  the  the» 

fuperior-general  of  the  miffion,  was  procuring  a  great  number 
oi European  curiofides,  fuch  as  watches,  clocks,  maps,  quadrant% 
globes,  and  all  forts  of  mathematical  inftruments,  and  a  wi^ 
titude  of  other  valuable  things,  as  the  moft  powerful  inttdf- 
ducers  of  his  brethren  to  the  greedy  mandarins  and  grandeeii 
and  the  moft  likely  means  to  recommend  them  to  the  imperM 
court.     They  met  accordingly  with  a  very  kind  recepdoii«  y 
Father      *^^  encouragement  from  the  viceroys  and  grandees ;  btit  wcro  * 
Kicci  gets  fooJ^  ^^^^  ^s  fternly  repulfed.     At  length,  after  divers  at- 
intofa*     tempts,  Father  Ricci  found  means  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
weurat     the  court  of  Pe-king,  and  became  a  great  favourite  of  the 
€9urt»        empdror  (L),  and  was  permitted  to  fettle  at  that  metropolis ; 

where 

»  Vid.  KpRCHER  China  Illuftrat.    Lb  CoMrTEjUbifap.    La 
Ma&txni£r«,  Du  Halde,  S(  al.      ^  See  before,  p.  88,  (R). 

(L)  Though  we  are  obliged  viceroys  and  mandarins^  who, 

to  abridge  the  account  of  this  being  apprifed  of  the  valuable 

celebrated  miflionary,  the  read-  curioiities  he  had  brought  with 

'  tnuft  hot    thence  fuppofe  his  him,  were  all  greedily  gaping 

fuccefs  to  have  been  fo  quick  as  for  a  fhare  of  them.     He  was 

we  relate  it ;  on  the'  contrary,  likewife  imprifoned,  and  met 

we  are  told,  that  he  fpent  twenty  with  many  other  obftacles  and 

years  from  his  firft  attempt  to  difficulties  ;  but  his  prefents  at 

fettle  at  Peking^  to  his  obtaining  length  overcame  them  all,  and 

leave  to  do  it ;  during  which  he  procured  him  the  fetdement  he 

met  with  the  moft  mordfying  had  fo  long  endeavoured  after, 
difcouragements    and    repulfes        The  prefents  he  made  to  th^ 

firom  the  rapacious  and  jealous  emperor,  in  parcictt%f  were,  ^ 
4  toe 


.-_j 
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where  he  and  his  companions  took  a  handfome  houfe^  had  $, 
pcnfion  fettled  upon  them ;  and  were  allowed  the  liberty  of 
(me  of , the  courts  of  the  palace^  into  which  none  but  the  offi« 
cers  of  it  were  allowed  to  enter.  Here  he  foon  gained  an  ex- 
traordinary reputation,  on  account  of  his  great  ikill  in  the 
mathematics,  and  the  rich  prefents  he  made  to  the  emperor^ 
and  his  court ;  infomuch  that  his  houfe  became  the  receptacle 
of  all  the  grandees  and  learned  men,  antd  p^ticularly  of  the 
principal  Ab/az/, -or  firft  officer  of  the  empire,  who  gave  him, 
on  ail  occafions,  the  greateft  marks  of  his  efleem, 

RICCI^  thus  firmly  fettled  in  the  favour  and  efleem  of  the  Propa- 
emperor  and  his  court,  began  then  in  good  earneft  to  props^- gatesCi^ri* 
',  ^tc  the  Chriftian  rdigion  in  that  capital ;  and  (if  we  tnay/^f  *'?X 
i'' .depend  upon  the  relations  given  us  of  it  by  thofe  of  his  y^^^V^^ 
,!fccicty)  with  incredible  fuccefs  and  reputation;  and,  among-^^^^* 
.  other  judicious  precautions,  ordained,  that  no  converts  fliould 
be  admitted  to  baptiim  till  they  had  nutde  a  public  and  folenm 
^  proteftation,  exprefling  their  abhorrence  of  their  paft  live$, 
and  the  fiacerity  with  which  they  embraced  the  gofpel ;  an4 
'ftis  they  were  obliged  to  comply  with,  to  prevent  all  <k>ublr 
ing  about  their,  fincerity,  and  real  fenuments.    The  reader  l!he  veal 
Bay  fee  the  form  of  *it  in  the  author  often  quoted  ©,  from  that  ^  the  metm 
vldch  was  made  by  a  celebrated  mandarin,  named  Li,  which  couvirts. 
was  defigned  as  a  model  to  all  the  reft,  and  which  runs  in 
the  moft  pious  and  fincereft  ftrain ;  and  concludes  with  a 
prayer  to  God,  that  he  would  enable  him  not  only  to  live  up 
to  the  rules  of  his  holy  gofpel^  but  to  fit  and  permit  him  to 
preach  the  fame  faith  to  others,  and  with  the  {ame  fervent 
2eal  as  he  had  embraced  it. 

i/'fi  example  was  foon  followed  by  a  multitude  of  other 
grandees,  mandarins,  and  literati,  and  by  much  greater  num* 
bers  rf  people  of  both  fexes  and  inferior  ranks,  who  all  be- 
came ik>t  pnly  zealous  profeflbrs  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  bift 
great  promoters,  and  advocates  for  it.  They  likewife  proved 
fach  liberal  contributors  towards  the  building  of  churches 
and  oratories,  that,  we  are  told,  there  were  built  in  the 
finglc  province  of  Kyang-nan  no  lefs  than  i^inety  of  the  for- 

^  Dy  Halde,  vol.  ii.  p.  7. 

(nepi^lureof  oar  Savioor,  and  to  an  honourable  place  in  the  « 

tftodier  of  the  Virgin  A/^/;y, and  imperial  palace;    ard   a    fine 

a  clock  of  extraordinary  work-  tower  was  built  for  a  rcpofitory 

manihip  j  the  former  of  which,  of  the  latter  (i). 
we  are  told,  were  conveyed  in. 

{\}Vik  Mgfthi,  M^MiIk\  Lt  C.mpti,   Du  Hilde,  fif  gL  mult. 

jncr, 


tntr,  and  forty-five  of  the  latter.    They  wene-no  lefe  ' 
"  to  tranflate  fome  of  the  Chriftian  commeats  oa  the  gofyd^ 

together  with  other  religious  books,  fuch  as  the  lives  of  the ; 
Candidal  faints,  and  others  of  the  like  nature ;  all  which  one  Gx^iJM 
great  libe-  lady,  a  zealous  convert,  caufed  to  be  printed  at  her  QWf^  J 
rality,       charges,  and  to  be  difperfed  abroad  among  the  uaconi/ 
Honoured  *of  all  ranks  (M).     For  thpfe  great  afts  of  piety  and  libqr 
ly  the  em-  flie  Was  fo  highly  refpefted  at  court,  that  the  emperor 
feror»        f^if  honoured  her  with  feveral  rich  prefents,  and  with 
*titie  of  Sho'tjrty  or  virtuous  womaii.     ,Ttis  railed  a  uc 
emulation  in  other  great  ladies  of  quality  to  imitate  her 
ample;  who,  by  their  :^al  and  "piety,  brought  their  huf" 
to  become  not  only  profelytes  to,  but  great  fupporters 
the  Chriftian  caufe ;  infomuch  that  the  churches  multiplied| 
every  province  of  the  empire,  notwithftanding  the  flreouo 
oppofition  of  the  bon?:as,  who  left  no  ftone  unturned  to 


(M)  This  excellent  lady,  who 
'Was  at  her  haptifm  named  Can- 
Sduy  was  the  daughter  of  Syu^ 
-^iie  ef  ^e  moil  celebrated  lite- 
rati, and  one  of  the  earlieil  and 
|iK>ft  zealoBs  covverta  that  Fa- 
ther Ricci  had  made.  His  daugh- 
ter, beiog  alfo  become  a  fmcere 
^Cbxiilian,  was  man-ie;d  at  the 
age  of  lixteen  ;  and,    by  her* 
wifdom  and  piety ,^  converted 
'her  hufband,  who  left   her  a 
•widow  at  liiiny.      i^^om    this 
time. (he  fpeat  the  remainder  of 
Juar  life  in  the  fervice  of  reii- 
.  gion,  and  the  education  of  eight 
^children  (he  had  had  by  him  ; 
aand,  though  fhe  provided  hand- 
fomely  for  them  all,  yet,  by  her 
good  oeconomy ,  (he  faved  enough 
of  her  fortune,  not  only  to  de- 
fray the  charges  of  printing  fo 
great  a  number  of  books,  but 
likejvife  to  build  fome  churches 
in  the  provinces  ofKyang-fi,  Hu- 
quango  SLiid  Se-chiven  (into  the  laft 
:if  which  fhe  folio  we  d  her  (onBa- 
JUmsrWho  held  fbme  confLdera- 


care  j 


ble  pofts  there) ;  after   whii 
fhe  invited  fome  of  the  mi 
aries  to  come  and  take 
them* 

Her  charity  extended  to 
poor  infants  and  children, 
the  poverty  of  their  parents 
to  expofe  to  the  wide  woriit^ 
for  thefe  ihe  ere£led  an  kpQ^ 
tal,  which  was  prefently  axiK 
fo  filled  with  thefe  objedls,  tha^T 
notwithftanding  the  care  of  tl^^ 
nurfes,  and  thofe  about  thextty 
200  of  them  died  commumiiu 
anitis.  The  very  Ipweft  dreg! 
of  people,  the  old  and  lasi^ 
or  pretended  Co,  who  went  about 
the  Greets  cheating  people  oat 
of  their  money,  under  pretea^' 
of  telling  them  their  fortOAef  j 
fhe  caufed  to  be  taken  up,  ia^ 
flru6led,  baptized,  and  provided 
for.  She  lived  forty-three  years 
in  widowhood,  and  in  all  fuch 
kinds  of  charities ;  and  died,  as 
fhe  ha4  lived,  an  eminent  ax\d 
exemplary  Chriftian  («). 


(ft)  Dm  Halde,  w/.  ii.  p,  8,  &  fef. 


rent 


^/m  the  (j»ea&]g  o£  a  new  rcligion,  which  w«5  fo  «oM»ry 
^'Ihdf'  paffioa&ai^d  iatereH  (N)« 

r.  '  ThJS 
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i^*(N)  There  is  fcarceljr  *  any 

loom  to  fuppofe  that  thele  pcr- 

rxiOBs  are  much  exaggerated 
the  miiiionajcies,  when  we 
l^fider  the  infamou$  cbaracter 
tf  tlie  whole  bonzak  tribe ;  tho* 
Here  k  great  reafon  to  believe 
pey  ha\re  the  many  miFgculous 
inftaaces  in  which  the  divine 
itiwvidence  is  faid  to  have  in* 
teo&d  in  favour  of  t^e  per- 
iicoted.  The  reader  will  readily 
Mge  of  it  by  thefe  two  that 
pilow,  and  whiehwe  haye  fin- 
1^  out  of  a  0'eat  variety  of 
>  which  lieicatteredanjoag 
'  other  accounts,  as  fomany 
ic  atteftations  of  God's 
iding  their  endeavours^  and 
^aH^B^  all  the  malicious  devices 
^'^^  enemies  (o  fall  )ipoa 
dSl^own  heads. 
.  tk^  bonzas  having  endea- 
^Wlwwd  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
^Hhtr  Ricas  conver&ons,.  by 
rw^erfiag  a  icandalous  lampoon 
itfwat  tke  court,  in  which  they 
iKcafied  the  emperor  of  having 
tppftatized  from  his  old  reli- 

S>B,  and  being  become  a  pro- 
ytc  and  promoter  of  this  new 
Pi>e,  which  they  fcrupled  not 
^  p&t  in  the  moft  odious  co- 
^«,  as  well  as  its  preachers ; 
^refultof  their  wife  fcheme 
^as,  that  they  weye  all  appre- 
icndcd,    and  punifiied   in  the 
Jtvercft    and   mod  mortifying 
ttanncr ;  and  that  the  principal 
■..tmongthem,  tho'  a  man  highly 
■■  x^pefted  at  court,  and  rev^- 
i^nccdas  a  prophet  by  the  peo* 
^c>  was  condemned  to  fuch  a 
dreadful  baftonado,  that  he  ex- 
pircd  under  it;    whilft   Father 
^'f«  had  the  pleafure  to  fee 
*»  cmdit  and  fucefia  increafe'i 


in  propcNrtioD  to  their  oppofiuon  . 

againft  him. 

After  the  death  of   Fath«r 
Riccfy  his  CQllegue  J^iam  ScJlfo^ 
was  no  fooner  chofen  preceptor 
to  the  young  emperor  Kang-Ht 
than  a  petition  was  prefented  to 
the  regents,  by  one  of  the  lite- 
rati, full  of  the  bittereft  invec- 
tives againft   himj    and  three 
others  of  his  fociety ;   and  a 
mod  dreadful  perfecution  was 
raifed  againft  them.   They  were 
all  clapt  into  gaol,  loaded  with 
chains,  and  very  feverely  ufed 
Anno   16641  and,  in  the  next 
year,Chriitianity  was  prof<p:ibed» 
as  lalfe  and  pernicious,  and  Fa- 
ther Jdam  condemned  to    be 
ib'angled.      fiu^    that     being 
thought  too  honourable  a  death, 
they  exchanged  it  for  a  moce 
infamous  and  cruel  one  ^  which 
wa^ ,  that  he  fiiould  be  brought 
out,  and  expofed  in  a  public 
place,  and,  whilft  alive,  be  cut 
into  ten  theulaQd  pieces*    The 
(entence  was  fent  to  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  and  regent  man- 
darins, for  their  confirmation, 
when  God  was  pleafed  to  inter-, 
pofe  in  a  iignal  manner ;  for, 
every  time  they   attempted  to 
read  it,    a  fudden  earthquake 
ihook  the  hall  with  fuch  vehe- 
mence, that  they  all  ran  out  of 
it,  to  prevent  being  crufhed  Un- 
-der  its  ruins.     We  are  not  told 
how  often  this  was  repeated; 
but  only,  that  it  threw  the  people 
into  the  greatefl  confternation, 
and  made  them  believe  it  occa- 
fioned  by  the  unjuil   featence 
againft  Father  Adam.  Buc,  adds 
our  author  (3},  the  earthquake, 
which  was  renewed  more   vio- 
lently than    dver,    and  a    fire 


'   which 
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Tfrts  !s  the  account  given  by  thofe  miffionarles  of  l_ 
firft  planting  the  gofpei  in  this  great  empire ;  and  tbisii|^w 
may  reafonably  enough  fuppofe,  that  they  have  iet  it  ontn] 
the  greateft  advanuge,  yet,,  all  thirds  unpartially  confitMli 


Hfhich  confumed  moft  part  of 
the  palace,  with  feveral  other 
concomitant  prodigies,  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  unjult  judges, 
and  convinced  them  that  Hea- 
ven tnterefted  itfelf  in  favour  of 
the  prifoners,  who  were  imme- 
diately fet  at  liberty  ;  and  Fa- 
ther ^^^m  permitted  Xti  return 
to  his  place,  till  the  young  em- 
peror ordered  it  othcrwife  (3). 
Thefe  two  inftance^  may  ferve 
as  famples  of  the  reft,  which 
trtdat  quicunque  wult ;  •nly  one 
cannot  forbear  wondering  that 
Providence  fhould  difplay  itfelf 
in  foch  fi'gnal  jpanner  in  favour 
of  thefe  preacliers  of  Chrifti- 
anity  ;  and  yet  fufPer  diem  to 
fall  fo  foon  after  into  fuch  vio- 
lent and  unchriftian  diviiions,  as 
proved  the  main  caufe  of  its 
utter  extirpation  out  of  the  em- 
pire. 

However,  thofe  good  fathers 
did  not  fo  far  traft  to  thefe  mi- 
mcles,  as  to  omit  other  means 
to  recommend  themfelves,  and 
their  religion^  to  the  Chinefe  na- 
tion :  and  we  muft  not  omit  one 
fignal  advantage  which  they 
gained  over  the>bonzas,by  means 
of  fome  quinquina  f  or  jefuits- 

Jowdcr,  then  altogether  un- 
nown  in  China,  and  brought 
thither  from  Frana  by  Father 
Fountinayy  one  of  their  fociety. 
The  emperor  had  languiihed 
fome  time  under  a  tertian  ague, 
which  was  very  uneafy  to  him  j 
and,  upon  the  proclamation  be- 
ing made  at  Fe  kin^,  according 
to  cuftom,  thai  thole,  who  knew 


any  t&BoaaX  ttanHAj  agaiaftAij 
diftemper,  (houldcome  aii4#( 
clare  it  at  court,  one  ofii 
bonzas  came,  and  preteadclli 
cure,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch 
feme  perfons,  afHided  with 
fame  difeafe,  by  a  glafs  of 
ter,  over  which  he  had  n 
fome  words,  and 
fome  magical  ceremonies, 
medicine  not.fucceediDg, 
eminent  Jefahs  propofea 
trying  of  the  pdr^uina  j ' 
dFedually  performed  the 
Father  F^untenay,^  when  m< 
land'\nt\ie  year  1703,  telll 
Royal  Society  one  circu; 
which  Du  Halde  hath  omil 
a//K.  that  they  prepared 
dofes  of  it,  one  of  whidi' 
emperor  was  to  chufe  for  Ito 
felf;  and  they  to  drink  the 
two  before  his  face,  to 
all  fufpicion  of  poifon. 
emperor,  by  that  means, 
eafily  perfuaded  to  take  it, 
was  perfe^y  cured  by  the 
dofe;  and  in  gratitude  to  tM^ 
for  having,  as  he  exprc(fi«l4 
faved  his  life,  affigned  the#t 
noble  apartment  in  the  /7%clf  | 
chingy  or  iit^  court  of  hi^  palAc 
cauled  it  to  be  fitted  up  for  d^afh 
and,  being  informed  by  tkcf^ 
that  it  was  not  ufual  for  JeMi 
to  have  houfes without  a  churcfci 
granted  them  a  large  adjaceat 
field,  on  which  they  built  A 
ftately  one,  which  was  fiiaft* 
ed,  and  opened  with  great  C^ 
remony  on  the  9th  of,  H^ecn^ 
1702  (4> 


(I)  Du  Halde,  Uifrfray  p.  i?,  fiT^y, 


kt$rti  e^yiMU  veL  vu«  /.  222^ 


^rfttrtcan  no  doubt  be  entertained  of  its  havbg  made  a  very 
;>iMfi  as  well  as  confiderable  progrefs  through  moft  of  its  pra- 
I    vinoes  J  and  which  might,  in  all  probability,  have  proved  much  Dimfan$ 

greater,  and  more  lafting,  had  not  the  unhappy  divifions,  which  among 
began  to  reign  among  the  feveral  orders  of  thofe  miffionaries,  CbrifttMu 

-and  the  perfecutions  which  the  Jefuits  raifed  againft  cardinal^*'.  ^  fi^ 
•  foumm,  and  pther  fellow-labourers,  for  too  freely  cenfuring  '^J^'  ^'"** 
;■' Acir  ihameful  compliance,  and  that  of  their  profelytfcs,  to^'^^'* 
\  feme  pagan  rites  (O),  put  a  flop  to  it. 


After 


k  {0)  Wc  lately  mentioned  a 
|pund  of  worlhip  which  the  Cbi^ 
^mfe  pay  to  the  fouls  of  their 

I'jjmccftors,  of  fome  of  their  great 
^^onarchs  and  eminent  men,  and 
[Specially  to  their  great  philo- 
«ibpher  and  lawgiver  Confucius ; 
fc^rtich  worfhip,  however,  we  arc 
||0)d,  is  ftyled  by  the  philofo- 
{rphers  and  literati,  who  are  ob- 
j  fi^  to  comply  with  it,  a  mere 
H  Q!ril  worihip,  in  order  to  avoid 
\ :  .Ae  charge  of  idolatry.  The 
'  Jtfiits  readily  took  hold  of  this 
^'"in£Hon  (if  they  were  not 
ly  the  authors  of  it)  ;  be- 
■rCtufe,  as  they  alleged  to  the 
K  pope,  that  paid  to  the  ^edX,  men 
h  above-mentioned,  bemg  efta- 
^^Uiihed  by  the  law,  could  not 
^  kdifpenfedwith  without  mani- 
^  feft  danger  to  Chriftianity  ;  and 
,.  diat  paid  to  the  foals  of  their 
j  ancdors  was  fo  deeply  rooted 
2  k  die  Cbinefe  nation,  that  few, 
f^any,  would  have  cared  to 
I  become  Chriflians,  if  that  had 
deprived  them  of  the  liberty  of 
performing  what  they  e^eemed 
fo  eHential  and  delightfal  a  part 
of  filial  duty ;  upon  which  ac- 
count they  thought  it  very  expe- 
dient to  indulge  them  in  it. 
But,  for  both  thefe,  they  were 
highly  blamed;  and  at  laft  com- 
plained againft  both  to  the  pope, 
and  to  the  fociety  ie  trofaganJa 


fdei  and  the  diflin£lion  be- 
tween religious  and  political  or 
civil  worfhip  expofed  as  a  mere 
fubterfuge,  to  palliate  a  com- 
pliance which  they  j  udged  high- 
ly  injurious  and  fcandalous  to 
Chriftianity, 

The  truth  is,  thefe  complaints 
were  made  by  other  miftionaries 
of  the  Dominican^  Franci/can,  or 
fome  other  order,  none  of  whom 
ever  loved  that  of  the  Jefuits ; 
and  were,  in  all  likelihood, 
joined  with  them  in  the  miffion, 
by  the  political  court  of  Rome, 
to  be  a  check  upon  that  fubtle 
and  iniinuating  fociety.  Upon 
which  account  their  charge  may^ 
be  reafonably  enough  fuppofed 
to  have  been  in  fome  meafure 
aggravated,  and  profecuted  with 
vtoo  great  animofity..  However, 
the  Jefuits,  to  dilculpate  them- 
felves,  procured,  by  their  great, 
intereft  at  court,  an  explanation 
of  thefe  Cbhefi  Ceremonies  to 
be  drawn  up  by  two  learned 
mandarins,  and  to  be  approved 
and  confirmed  by  the  emt>eror, 
to  the  following  effedl  (5) : 

"  When  the  Ciine/e  honour 
*«  Confuciusy  they  do  it  to  ftiew 
"  their  refpeft  to  him  on  ac-i 
"  count  of  the  doftrihe  which 
«*  he  hath  left  among  them  ; 
*«  and,  having  once  embraced 
"  it,  how  can  they  better  per^ 


(S)  J efnitt  litter u    See  alfo  the  htk  ahm-fuvteit  De  CaltuSintnJva^- 
Mod.  Hi9T..yoL.  Vin,  I  Inform 


i^jFTER  having,  laid  thu9  muoh  cm  fo  reocmrluble  z  tr^£f 
aAioii  as  t;h^  iotroduquig  ai4  prppsigaUog  of  Chf iftiamty  dyi^^ 


*'  form  thefe  due  honours, to. 
"  him,  than  by  proftratinj 
•*  themfelves,  and  touching  the 
"  ground  with  their  head«,  to 
*'  hijOLwhoin  the  whole  empire 
*'  acknowleges  as  their  pi^ 
*\  ft^.  As  to  (he  libations, 
**  and  other  rices,  performed  to 
**  their  de<;eafed  parents,  the/ 
*«  a^e  only  paid  as  a  mark  of 
•|  rufpeA,  andacknowlegement 
"  that  ^hey  rcvt^re  them  as  the 
^'  heads  of  their  race  and  fa- 
*•  mily.  And  as  to  the  piiflures 
*'  (ftatues  it  ftiould  rather  be) 
'«  which  they  fc^  up  in  honour 
•«  of  their  a^ceftors,  they  do 
**  not  me^n  t>y  it,  that  theii:, 
**  fouls  tefide  in.  th^m,  neither 
"'  come  they  to  aik  any  fi^vom-s 
•*  from  them;  but  only  fet 
*^  meat,  and  other  prefents,  be- 
•*  fore  thofe  piftures»  to  eacprefs 
«  their  conftaiit  loye  tpwvds, 
**  them,  and  their  forrow!  for 
*«  being,  deprived  of  them. 

"  As  for  the  faqrifices  which 
**  the  aotibnt  kings  and  empe-. 
*'  rors  were  wont  tq  offer  to 
"  heaven,  thejf  arefu^h  as  the. 
^*  Cbiuefi  bhilofophers  iyle 
**  KiM'che^  tliat  is,  the  fajcrifaQes. 
**^  which  are  niade  to  heaven 
'  **  and  earth,  by  which,  they 
•i  fay,  Sh^m-ti,  or  the  fovereigii,' 
•♦  Lord,  is  hpnqiur^di  an^  it 
"  is  for  this  re^Ofi  thaf.  the. 
•*  little  pi^ures,  befprc  whichj 
**  thbfe  facrifices  ar^e  oHen^d', 
•f  hear  this  infcription  to  S^bang-,, 
*[  ti,  that  is  tp  Uy»  To  the  for, 
•f  vereign  Lord :  from  whence» 
*\  it  is  evident,  that  they  do  »o|» 
*\  offer  facrifices  to  the  vifiblft 
•?  and, material  heaven,  but  only, 
••to  the  Lord  and  Creatdr  of 
^  heaven  and  er,rth ;  aqd^  bar 


**  caufe  their  vcncrarion  aa4 
**  refpeft  for  him  will  not  pcr- 
**  mit  them  to  call  him  by  hit 
**  proper  name,  they  Mvx^cehia 
**-  ^w&ex  tJie  appellatiaaa.of  tk 
*'  fyfrmi  b^ftvm*.  tJk  hmHiM 
**  hMtven^tbeuni'Virfal heaven,^ 

The  emperor  CffMi^'^s  (or  ra- 
ther Ka»g'bP%)  apm-obadoo  was 
to  this  efefl :  '*  That  which  is 
"  contained^  in  this  writing  is 
••  vtry  right,  and  conforniabh 
*<  to  the  grand  do&rine  :  to  paji- 
"  our  devoirs  to  heaven^  to  oar 
"lords,  tp  GUI' parents,  to.oi^r 
^*  m^ers,and  to  our  anpelbrsy 
*\  I9  a  law  common  to  all  the 
*\  world.  The  thio^  contained 
*•  in  this  writing  are  veiQr  true, 
^^  and  need  no  amendoifot.'*  ^ 

But  neither  thi^  decIar^uiuAi^ 
nor  any  other  apologies  wh^ 
the  Jefuits  made  for  th^  co0<» 
du$,    could  hinder  its  b^iog^  . 
publi<:ly  condemned,    by  ^S^\ 
pope's  legate  at  CaHtiaf^  Amm^ 
1707,  by  a  decree  date4  fW9k^ 
that  city,  forbidding  aQ  Q)xaSU 
tians,  both  profely  tes  and  9then^ 
to  pay  any  fuch  honours  ettJicr 
to  Confucius,  or  to  the  piftorei.o^ 
their  anceftprs.      Upon  whid^ 
they  found  themfelves  obliged    I 
tp  procure  a  more  favourably 
one  in  their  behalf  from,  di^ 
pope,  AttfiQ  1 7  IS  5  which  or- 
dainedi  that  the  word  T^fen-clti^ 
tnat  is,  Lord  of  heavent ,fl)Qu1f| 
Be  ufed  tofignify  the  true  Go4^ 
a.s  had  been  long  fince  done  by 
the  miflionaries;  and  that  tbe 
(ame  condud  {hould  beobforvaea 
wjth refpefi  to  thecerembniesr 
tQ  he    allpwed  to  Chriftians^ 
confining  them  only  to  fuch  as 
were  pureiy  ef^  a  political  and 
civil  n^turt:  and,  laftly*  that 
4  dio 


€.t  rh  fftjhry  of  CbiDi. 

tUsvaft  eitipk^  \re  /hall  not  go  fo  ^  out  of  otir  bounds  of 
ptmuce,  as  to  tntcr  into  a  detafl  rf  thofe  difputes  which  oc- 
ofiooed  the  total  fuppreffion  of  it ;  much  lefs  of  the  intrigues 
of  the  Jefuits  at  the  court  of  Rome^  and  the  pope's  partial  bc- 
iMviouf  to  that  fociety,  the  fubjeft  beix^fo  well  known  tomoft 
rf  the  learned  in  Eur^ ;  even  thofe  wiw  only  read  Father  Du 
Mane's  account  of  It  ^,  and  coniider  that  he  was  one  of  them, 
and  writes  rather  a  vindicadon  of  his  brethren  againfl  Cardinal 
Tmrmn,  bi/hop  Maigrot,  and  other  of  their  oppofers,  will 
eafily  perceive  where  the  fault  chiefly  lay ;  arid  thofe,  who  are 
ddirous  to  fee  thofe  tranfafiions  more  impartially  ftated,  may 
itad  it  at  full  length  in  a  book  intituled,  De  Cultu  Sirt^njium, 
printed  at  Cologne,  Jnno  1700. 

All  that  we  need  to  add,  by  way  of  conclu/Ton  to  thia 
article,  is,  that,  after  the  conquef):  of  Ciina  by  the  Tartars, 
At  two  emperors  Shun^chi  and  Khang^H  llkewife  favoured 
them  with  their  fpecial  friendfhip  and  prote£^ton  during  their 
whole  rdgns. ;  but,  immediately  after  the  demife  of  the  latter,  a 

'  Du  Haldb,  vol.  11.  p.  7. 


jgt 


dtttpoSolle  comminiary,  and 
nfitor*general,  for  the  time  be^ . 
iig,  in  Ckinay  or  his  deputy, 
ifonld  be  confuited^  if  any  ^K^ 
^okf  arofe  upon  that  head. 
This  decree  was  direded  to  the 
pope's  legate,  biihop  Tournon^ 
#h  the  title  of  c^dinal ;  but 
]ie<{ied  before  it  arrived,  and, 
ii  is  fuppofed,  of  grief,  on  ac- 
CMmt  of  the  perfecations  rsdfed 
%snfthimby  the  Jefaits. 
.  It  proved,  however,  a  means 
ofihcreafing,  rather  than  of  re* 
moving,  the  difiica^ies  about 
which  both. parties  contended  1 
they  ftill  diifering  as  much  as 
ever  about  what  ceremonies 
were  purely  civil  and  political, 
or  not  fo.  Upon  which  the 
ppe  thought  \x  to  fend  a  new 
legate  diither,  to  compromife 
tfcife  difputes.  Anno  1 720  :  but 
he  was,  foon  after  his  arrival  at 
Gofwr,  not  only  forbid  to  come 


to  court,  but  received  exprefi 
orders  from  the  emperor  to  leave 
Chinay  with  all  the  other  mif* 
jfionarles ;  for  that  the  pope*s 
decree  being  inconfiflent  with 
the  laws  and  ufages  of  the  em- 
pire, the  Chriftian  religion  could 
no  longer  fubfift  there.  He 
was,  however,  permitted,  Du 
Halde  tells  US)  to  wait  opon  the 
emperor ;  and  was  received  and 
difmiifed  with  iingalar  honoars^ 
and  permitted  to  leave  China 
only  to  go  and  give  the  pope  an 
account  of  the  ^xt  of  the 
C^riftian  miiiion,  and  with  a 
promifc  to  return  back  in  three 
years  with  the  fame  charadtcr ; 
but  the  death  of  that  monarch, 
which  happened  foon  after,  and 
was  followed  by  the  total  pro- 
fcrtption  of  Chriftianity,  pot  a 
ftop  both  to  his  legation,  arid 
the  farther  progress  of  that 
miflion  (6). 


(6)  ^tUtl^  tetters     See  a/fo  the  $$ok  ahete  fuofeJ,  De  Cuftu  Smnfium.     P^id, 
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number  of  petitions  and  remonftrances  were  prefentcd  botk 
to  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  and  to  the  tribunal  if  rites^  againft 
the  Chriftian  religion ;  upon  which  it  was  profcribed  by  feve- 
ral  edifts,  and  thefe  publiftied  in  moft  of  the  capitals  of  the 
empire.  The  tribunal  above-mentioned  gave  this  decifion 
againft  the  milTionaries  (or,  as  they  are  there  ftyle4,  Eui^^ 
peans) :  That  fuch  of.  them  as  were  at  court  might  be  kept 
there,  as  they  were  ufeful  for  reforming  thfe  calendar,  and 
other  fervices  ;  but  that  thofe  who  were  difperfed  in  the  pro- 
vinces, were  not  only  ufelefs,  but  dangerous,  'as  they  built 
churches,  and  drew  the  ignorant  people,  both  men  and  wo- 
men, to  their  religion  ;  and  fliould  therefore  be  all  fcnt  away 
to  Md'kau  (a  Portiiguefe  town  on  the  Chinefe  coaflr,  and 
lately  defcribed).  This  order  was  confirmed  by  the  emperor, 
in  words  to  this  effeft,  written  with  the  red  pencil :  That  it 
fliould  be  done  according  to  the  above  decree  ;  and  that  the 
Europeans y  as  foreigners,  fliould  be  fent  to  Md'kau ':  but  that, 
to  prevent  any  infult  being  offered  to  them  in  their  way  thi- 
ther, a  mandarin  fhould  be  appointed  to  conduft  them  fafe 
thro'  every  province,  and  convenient  time  allowed  them  for 
repairing  to  that  place. 

The  Jefuits  made  ufe  indeed  of  all  their  arts,  and  intercft. 
they  had  with  the  emperor  and  mandarins,  to  ward  off  the 
fatal  blow  ;  but  all  they  could  obtain  from  him,  was,  to  have 
the  city  of  Canton^  inftead  of  Ma-kau,  to  be  the  place  of 
their  eKile  ^  and  this  only  on  condition  that  they  behaved  fo 
as  t9  give  no  caufe  of  complaint.  This  hft  order  was  imme-. 
diately.  publifhed  in  all  the  gazettes,  and  in  all  the  provinces  of 
the  empire ;  and  the  miffionaries,  without  diftinftion,  were  all 
driven  out  of  their  churches,  and  conduced  either  to  Pe-king 
or  Canton  \  the  emperor  further  declaring,  in  a  new  book 
written  for  the  inftrudlion  of  his  fubjefts,  that  he  tolerated, 
only  fonve  few  of  them,  on  account  of  the  advantages  whiclj 
the  empire  received  from  their  fl^ill  in  arts  and  fciences. '  Pur«* 
fuant  to  thofe  edifts,  more  than  300  churches  were  deftroyed, 
or  turned  into  pagods,  fchools  for  the  literati,  and  other 
common  ufes ;  and  above  300,000  Chriftians  deprived  of  their 
paflors,,and  expofed  to  the  mercy  of  the  unbelievers,  and 
without  any  profpedl  of  feeing  their  religion  reftored. 

The  Jefuits,  however,  have  ftill  three  Chinefe  natives,  and 
the  fociety  de  propaganda  fde  a  few  priefts  of  the  fame  coun- 
try, who  privately  mingle  with  the  new  converts;  and ,  offi- 
ciate among  them  ;  and,  as  thefe  are  too  few  for  fo  great  a 
number  of  converts,  they  employ  fome  of  the  moft  (kilful 
catechifts,  who  difperfe  themfelves  among  the  provinces,  fur- 
niQx  them  with  cJ^lcndars,  books  of  devotiqn,  aod  other  helps.  • 

ai^d 
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and  endeavour  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  among 
as  many  as  they  can ;  for  the  doing  of  which  with  more 
lafcty,  they  put  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  fome 
mandarins,  which  is  not  to  be  obtained  but  by  fome  confider- 
able  prefents ;  and  this  is  the  prefent  melancholy  ftate  of 
Chriftianity  in  the  Chinefe  empire  ^. 

But  this  is  far  enough  from  being  the  only  country  in  hethtH 
which  not  only  the  ChrifSan  religion,  but  the  very  names  of  China, 
Chriftlan,  Praguay  or  Portuguefey  and  European,  are  held  ^^^^*^^ 
in  the  utmoft  abhorrence,  thro'  the  mifconduft,  or  rather  ill  ^^'i^^ 
dcfigns,  of  thofe  who  are  fent  to  propagate  it ;  and  wherej 
after  a  moft  promifmg  profpeft'  of  a  plentiful,  if  not  an  uni- 
vcrfal  converfion,  and  the  greateft  encouragements  given  to 
tiiem  by  the  reigning  monarchs  and  great  men,  all  theh-  hopes 
have  been  quafhed  as  in  an  inftant ;  the  preachers,  and  their 
profelytes,  perfecuted  with  the  greateft  feverity,  their  religion 
profcribed  ^nd  detefted ;  all  farther  avenues  clofely  flopped, 
and  caijefully  watched  againft ;  and  as  many  as  have  fince 
attempted,  under  any  difguife,  or  upon  any  pretence,  to  gain 
admittance,  have  been  put  to  the  nK>ft  fpeedy  and  excruciating 
deaths.     That  this  has  been  the  cafe  of  a  great  number  of  Htnxj  the 
thofe  Romtjh  miffionaries,  not  only  in  Tofi-kihgy  Cochin  China,  mijpona- 
ind  Koredl  zs  we  have  feen  in  the  preceding  volume,  but  in  ''^^f  ^'f' 
Japan^  Siam,  Tibet ,  and  the  greateft   part  of  Induftan^  we  ^l    /^r^^^ 
have  from  their  own  teftimony,  and  the  letters  that  have  been  '^^^-^^ 
tranfmitted  from  time  to  time  from  thofe  parts,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  that  large  coUeftion  printed  at  Paris,  under  the  title 
of  Lettres  curieufes  et  edifiantes  ;  and  with  this  aggravating 
drcumftance,  that  thofe  miffionaries,  who  attempt  to  penetrate 
into  any  of  thofe  Indian  dominions,  to  avoid  the  fufpicion  of 
ieing  either  Chriftians,  Praguay s^  or  Europeans,  which  would 
oot  fail  of  proving  fatal  to  them,  are  obliged^o  difguife  them- 
felves under  the  name,  garb,  and  profeffiori,  of  eafterny^in- 
i^JIfs,  or  penitents,  fuch.as  we  have  defcribed  in  a  former 
chapter,  and  to  conform  to  all  their  rules  of  living  ;  that  is,  to 
abftain  from  eating  any  thing  that  has  life,  drinking  any  thing 
exhilarating,  to  eat  but  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  to  lie  and 
fere  hard,  fleep  little,  and  rife  by  the  earlieft  dawn,  and  obferve 
Si-great  number  of  other  aufterities  peculiar  to  thatfeft;  the 
omiffion  of  iny  one  of  which  would  render  them  fufpefted, 
and  defpicable  to  the  brotherhood.     To  avoid,  moreover,  the  fj^g  „ams 
fufpicion  of  their  being  Europeans,  on  account  of  the  differ-  6fChrifii* 
.    cnceof  their  complexion,  they  affeft  to  call  themfelves  north-  an  und 
^/anjaj^,  or  teachers ;  tmd  tell  the  Indians ,  thartheycomc  Eurdpcaa* 

dttejkd.     - 
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among  tfaem  with  no  other  view  than  to  ioftroft  thesa  iaf 
more  worthy  way  of  worihipptng  the  fupreme  Creator,  19 
give  them  xxrore  juft  ideas  of  his  attributes  and  peffe6l40ii% 
and  to  direft  them  into  a  better  way  of  obtsdning  his  &vo]af 
and  bleffings  in  this  and  in  the  ne^t  life,  than  any  the^  hav^ 
been  able  to  learn  from  their  own  teachers.     By  theie,  an^ 
fuch^like  difmterefted  fuggeflions,  they  introduce  tbecifclves 
'       among  them ;  by  their  learning  and  addreis  they  quickly  gait 
the  efteem  and  proteftion  of  the  great ;  whilft  the  auXlerity 
kA  their  life  draws  upon  them  the  eyes  and  admiration  o^ 
the  vulgar :  the  refult  of  which  is,  that  they  fooo  make  a 
lufGcienc  number  of  profdytes  to  build  a  church,  and  pcF* 
fprm  the  divine  worlhip.     The  miiSon  goes  on  and  flQurifiie% 
without  meeting  with  s^ny  oppofition^  except  from,  the  idob^ 
trous  priefts,  who  are  great  enemies  to,  becaufe  great  iotm 
by,  this  new  religion,  which  is  levelled  agunft  their  ow9l 
But  no  fooner  is  the  pretended  fanjaffi  difcoyered,  or  e^ai 
barely  fufpe£ted,  to  be  an  European^  and  his  doArine  that  of 
the  Praguaysy  or  Pgrtugvefiy  than  a  dreadful  perfecutioB  || 
raifed  againft'the  preacher  and  his  converts,  and  their  reli^flB 
is  profcribed  and  forbidden,  under  pain  of  death  t  io  odious  aoi 
detefted  are  beonne  the  very  names  of  Ch<;iftian  and  Eurofesm 
all  over  the  eaftern  parts  of  JncUa^  even  to  the  farthermaft 
boundaries  of  the  Cidnefe  dominions  *» 
"^If^hether        WHETHER  any  Jews  were  ever  fettled  cm:  tolerated  ia  Chitu^ 
there  npere  hath  been  a  queftion  among  us  in  jSurc/^  till  the  bejg^nmn^^ 
mmy  Jews    this  century  ;  though  whoever  confiders  how  they  fwasm  if 
in  China,  ^^ain  and  Portugal^  where  the  laws  are  fo  feveie  agaiaft 
them,  could  i^rdiy  find  any  room  to  doubt  of  their  beii^ 
invited  in  much  greater  numbers  into  that  rich  and  opoleat 
empire,  by  the  fame  profpeft  of  a  gainful  commerce,  whcit 
there  are  not,  that  we  can  find,  any  laws,  or  imperii  edi{b» 
to  interdi<fl  them  from  it :  but  all  that  while  our  news  from 
thence  made  no  particular  menti<m  of  them.     Father  Ricd^ 
mA  fome  others  of  the  firfb  miffionaries,  feem  indeed  to  him, 
that  there  w^ere  fome  of  that  nation  difperfed  about  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  whether  they  met  with  any  difficulty  in  it,  or  di4 
not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  find  them  out^  we  heard  iio»- 
Jlfynm-     thing  farther  about  them  till  the  year  1 704,  when  Father 
Pr^^  *f    PaubGozani,  a  Jefuit  mii&ooary,  bfing  come  upon  ibme  oCt 
ihtm  in     cafion  into  the  province  of  Jfo-mm^  hsMl  the  good  fbrtme  ta 
Ho-nan.,  jfind  a  ccmfiderahic  {ymgogas,  of  them,  and,  as  thdy  them* 
ielves  told  him,  the  only  om  in  the  whole  empice,  ia  the  city 
«f  K^jf-fmg'/ii^  the  capital  erf'  tl^t  province,  and  iituftle  ia 

*  Vi4&tffu^ildf  Letitt^cur.  U^]6mti  p^. 
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1. 1.  f&f  tii/hty  cf  ChkiA.  til 

tiie  «er7  6&mt  of  th«  ^::h7i^  ddoitnfdnfi.  He  focm  conttafted 
te  i^tfabitEHKe  \riih  fomie  of  ihdf  teanfted  diirfs  $  who,  on  Their  Ja- 
«tod5t  <tf  lu$  cWftA^^  (hetHed  6kti  a  mone  than  ordifiar|r  ^/^Z  i^di!^ 
I^eft»  ifWodWcot  tiki  kito  A6ir  fjvA^agke,  afid  ^Wdd  hiiA  »>  He- 
dae  of  the  TOliltllkOi  df  fwrchfli^t  ft^Us,  of  the  petttMettch  t>  '*^*^- 
wrkteti  in  Hebrew,  and  ia  Air  and  le^ble  charaftel-s,  together 
with  ibtifie  mhers  of  die  Old  Teftameati  as  thofe  of  T^im . 
the  Jvdges^  Simuel,  Kings,  fo«lte  of  the  prc^Jhcts^  and  fome 
^hdrs  conukiing  their  liturgy,  commentaries^  and  the  like! : 
ihefe  laft  mmh  Wom,  and  kept  in  boxe^  under  their  feat^ ; 
hxki  all  of  theif^  if^ifteft  in  tht  H^^rttv  tongine  and  chara-  , 

^er.    Th«y  on^ned  to  him,  that  thejr  had  loft  fome  of  the 
iacred  books,  and  fesle  of  thei#  targunu  or  paraphrases^  ex- 
foiitorl,  fyc.  by  a  violent  overfloiwdng  of  the  great  river 
M^am-ho  (fV/fOfig-h),  or  yellow  river,  which  had  laid  that  ca- 
l^ltd  wholly  under  watek*,  and  had  likewise  m«ch  dkniaged 
their  thorah,  0r  fiMof  the  peiitatench :  upon  which  they  T'^wehe 
iordered  twelve  hk  cdpfes  to  be  taken  of  it,  which  are  ftiU  nrw  co^'st^ 
*fM&vtd  in  *e  lite  nnmbeir  of  partitions  in  the  tabernade,  of  tbeun^ 
yAnut  it  is  kept.  taMchx 

I'ftEt  iftfiDfBfied  hhfij  that  they  divided  the  Chm-kih,  etc 
fiw  books  of  M^es,  which  they  diftfeguifh,  like  all  other 
Jewsy  by  the  name  of  the  fit  ft  w<^d  lA  each  book,  as  Berih-  . 
flfrth,  EUeJhmiotk,  8cc.  haito  fifty-two  pani{hah*s,  or  leflbns, 
«ne  for  every  fabbath-day  throughout  the  year ;  which  divl- 
Son  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  inftituted  by  Ezra^.  They 
ataa  the  fame  number  of  letters,  wbich  they  reckon  twenty- 
fevcn,  including  the  five  final  one^  { ;  but  whether  they  hav^' 
admitted  the  ufe  of  the  voti^I  pcnnts,  we  are  not  told  ;  our 
Wthor  not  being,  as  he  frankly  6 whs^  acquainted  with  the 
Heka^  tongue,  and  confequently  hot  capable  of  making  dl 
4c  inquiries  one  could  have  wiflwcd,  about  this  and  other 
carious  matters.  They  accfudnted  him  furthertnorcj  that 
two  famed  Jefuits,  viz.  Father  Roderigo  de  Sigue/edo,  who 
feoriihed  under  the  laft  dynafty,  and  Father  Eftri^eZy  who 
Sottriftied  about  the  beginning  of  this,  had  had  frequent  con- 
fcroic^  with  the  then  chiefs  of  that  fynagogue,  but  without 
'  iioming  to  any  agreement ;  from  which,  as  well  as  from  thofe 
•^o  learned  men  neglcfling  to  get  a  tranfcript  of  their  pen-  ♦ 

tetcuch,  he  fuppofes  that  they  found  k  corrupt  and  muti- 
teed:  and  coiidudes,  from  the'  whole,  that  thofe  Jews  Mre     ' 
rftheKzAiKiiPfea, 

t  De  hit,  vid.  Antient  Hift.  ^1.  tii,  p  104.  %  ^^• 
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Their  fy       Their  fynagoguc  IS  there  built  much  after  4he  manMr 
na^iue     that  they  are  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  excepting  that  %  % 
dejcnhed.   j^  turned  towards  the  weft,  that  is,  towards  Jerufalem,  -  tcir  ■ 
wards  which  they  tunf  thdr  face  when  they  jaay,  as  all  odusf^^  ■■ 
did,  which  were  fituate  eaft ward  of  that  metropoli?,  once  ^m ' 
centre  of  their  worfliip.     It  is  moreover  divided  Into  three- 
ailes,  or  partitions ;  but  whether  in  imitation  of  the  thr«^' 
courts  of  Solomon'%  temple,  as  Father  Gohien^  the  publilher  of  » 
this  account,  would  infinuate  in  his  remarks,  at  the  end  of  i^  ^ 
or  no,  is  fcarcely  wordi  inquiring  after>  or  eafy  to  detemune  *■ 
from  the  impcrfeft  fketch  here  given  of  it :  but,  if  fb,  k  ^ 
differs  in  that  particular,  from  all  diofe  we  have'feen  in  Eu/^  * 
ropey  if  not  from  all  that  are  in  the  world. 
Reading'       1;^  the  centre  of  the  middlemoft  aile  is  placed  their  readings  C 
dej£»  deflc,  or,  as  it  is  ftyled,  Mofes's  chair,  where  the  law,  aaii-i! 

other  porticwis  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  their  ufual  liturgy^^^ 
are  read  with  great  ceremony.     This  chair,  or  de(k,  our  aii*  A 
thor  tells  us,  is  grand  and  lofty,  and  richly  adorned  widl^'i, 
crimfon  velvet,  with  gold  fringe,  taflBs,    i;c,   with  Aaild^^ 
caadlefticks,  and  large  candles,  perfume-pots,  and  other  c^  * 
naments;  and  over  it,  inftead  of  the  emperor's  arms,  whid 
their  la'Ar  doth  not  permit  them  to  r^rdent,  is  fixed  a  fiK 
.large  board,  with  his  name  and  titles  fuperbly  infcribed  upoQ 
The  taher-  it.     At  the  farther  end  of  the  fame  aile,  and  facing  the  chair  - 
*^^y^  .      above-mentioned,  is  the  tabernacle,  or  repoiitory  of  the  fa»  j 
ratUdtn.   ^^^^  ^.^y  ^f  ^^iQ  law,  of  the  twelve  tranfcripts  lately  fpotoea'^ 
of,  each  of  them  in  a  feparate  niche;  fliut  up  with  folding* 
doors,  and  a  rich  curtain  drawn  before  it ;  the  whole  inclofai  - 
within  a  handfomc  baluftradc,  into  which  none  but  their  kha- 
Vartous     jjam,  or  chief  officer,  is  permitted  to  fet  hiafoot.    The  reft 
%nfirif-    ^  ^f  jjjg  fynagogqe  is  decorated  with  infcriptions  taken  from  the 
tions.         pentateuch,  and  other  facred  books,  and  proper  to  infpire 
them  with  devotion ;  they  alfo  cover  their  heads  with  the  ufual'i 
thaledy  or  veil,  all  the  time  they  are  praying.  » 

Hheir  Th  e  t^  ftridlly  retain  the  rite  of  circumcifion,  and  obfervance  • 

rites  the     of  the  fabbath,  during  which  they  fufFer  no.fire  to  be  kindled 
'  y^w^  '^^Ith  in  their  houfes  :  the  three  grand  f^^afts,  of  the  paflbver,  weeks 
^A     \    ^  ^^  peatecoft,  and  of  the  tabernacles,  together  with  other  oc- 
er  jews.  ^^fj^Q^i  feftivals,    fails,    and  other  antient  inftitutions,   aw 
likewife  kept  with  great  ftriftnefs  among  them,  tho'  in  fome 
other  cafes  they  readily  comply  with  the  CUneJe  cuftoms,  and 
religious  ceremonies.     They  call  themfelves  Kiao-kin-kiao^ ,  a 
name  which  was  at  firft  given  to  them  by  the  Chine/e^  on  ac- 
count of  their  abftaining  from  blood,  and  their  peculmr  way 
cjf  killing  the  animats  Aey  eat  j  but  which  t|iey  gladly  re- 
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ttoed,  in  order  to  difiingiiifh  themfdves  firom  the  JUoham^ 
mdans^  who,  arc  called  Tte^mo-kiaoy  with  whom  they  cnter- 
tnn  jDot  the  leaft  commercey  and  from  whom  they  af&ft  to 
difiioguiih  themfelves  by  fome  peculiarities  in  their  drefs,  and 
thedScrent  tumof  their  whiikers. 

Thet  call  the  Supreme  Being  by  the  CInnefe  name  Tyen^  Nams  of 
andworflup  hun  under  the  dtles  of  C*fli»-ri^,  Cham-tiySham'tu  ^^'  ^^- 
orrather  Shang^tyen^  the  Lord  of  heaven,  Shang-ti,  the  fupreme  ^owf^ 
Lord,  Teaorvan^off'tch,  or  Creator  of  all  things,  and  of  ^f?  ^y 
^m-VQe-tchu'tcaiy  or  Governor  of  the  univerfe ;  which  names,  ^*"^  ^ 
they  owned  they  had  taken  from  the  Chmefe  books,  that  of 
7y^  fignifying  properly  heaven,  as  we  have  already  obferved 
npon  another  occafion  *.    Thdr  law  they  call  Tyen-kiao,  or 
the  law  of  God,  or  of  heaven  ;  they  likewife  flyle  it  fome- 
diDcs  Kow'kiaOp  or  the  antient  law ;  and  ^ets  Kloo^  oc  the 
Javof  Ifraeh  where,  by  the  way,  we  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  dicy  have,  by  long  difufe,  loft  the.  pronunciation  of  the 
^,  fof  which  thqr  fubftitute  the  L,  as  do  the  Chinefe^  among 
whwn  that  letter  is  never  ufed,  when  they  pronounce  fome 
European  name  that  hath  it,  as  Jahn,  Miiiam,  inftead  ef 
AAron^  Miriam^  &c. 

Again,  as  they  have  their  literati  and  graduates,  our  an.-  Qmform 
thor  aflced  them,  whether  they  paid  the  ufual  honours  to  nrnthfevt-  ^ 
Qinfucius  that  the  reft  do  ?  To  which  they  anfwered,  one  and  ^^  ^hi- 
alli  in  the  affirmative ;  and  added,  moreover,  that  they  per-  "^*^  '''***• 
formed  the  fame  ceremonies  that  other  literati  did,  at  the  halls  Pay  A»- 
of  their  great  men.     They  like\vife  owned  to  him,  that  they  ^^<^'*' 
att  conformed  to  the  folemn  rites  which  are  performed  to  thdr  9?^^' 
anceftors,  with  this  only  difference,  that,  inftead  of  offering  ""^^^ 
fwineVflefli,  which  is  forbidden  by  their  law,  they  fubftituted  ^^^a^^ 
that  of  fome  other  clean  animal ;  and  that,  in  their  more  ufual 
ttremonies  to  the  deceafed,  they  contented  themfelves  with 
Atting  before  them  fome  difhes.of  meat,  fweetmeats,  and 
perfumes,  ferved  in  china-ware,  accompanied  with  profound 
proftrations,'  after  the  manner  of  the  country. 

They  conduced  our  author  to  this  grand  hall  of  ancef-  fhtir  hatV 
tors,  which  is  contiguous  to  their  Ly-pai-fou,  or  fynagogue,  tUfcribed. 
and  where  thofe  rites  are  performed  every  fpring  and  fall. 
Here,  inftead  of  fuch  piSures  and  figures  as  are  ufed  by  the 
Chintfe^  but  forbidden  by  their  law,  they  had. only  a  number 
of  perfume-pans,  or  boxes,  anfwerablc  to  that  of  their  Chim- 
4ms,  QT  great  men,  the  largeft  of  which"  was  that  of  their 
great  father  Jbrahaniy  and  was  placed  in  the  heart  of  the  hall. 
Ncit  to  that  were  thofe  of  Ifaac  and  Jacob ;  and,  next  to 

*  See  before,  p.  119  (I). 
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them^'thofe  of  his  twdvo  foos^  whom  ttirj  •ftjtrrl  fffr  'mi>  jMlj 

tf€^  patnarchs,  or  heads  of  the  twelve  tribes.    ThesMMi 

fank  and  dignity  were  thofe  of  M^es^  Aarmiy  Jofim^ 

to«p4  ^frA,  and  odier  iitvAridos  perfens  ^  bodi  fex^ 

loD^ing  to  tbeir  nadon ;  caeepdngy  however,  diat  dift^ 

dona,  who  is  onrer  diem,  is  iodded  to  have*  his  tabl^  fet- 

in  thb  hall,  infcribed' with  his  own  namey-  and  all  Kb 

Ve^^  ^^^  miffioaary,  bei^g  theooe  conducted  to  a  boufe  of 

heard  »f    tertainment,  tdok  ocsafioft  to  afk  them  fome  qndtioBs  a] 

Jejus        the  pomiied  Meffias  \  and  tells  oA,  that  they  fesmed  j 

C^^-      fnrprt&d  at  what  he  told  them  concerni^  Jeibs  Cimf 

fs^  hnn  so  other  anfwer^  than  that  their  fai^tied  books 

indeed  mention  of  one  Jefatt^  the  fon  of  Sitath\  but 

they  had  never  heard  any  tluw  concemii^  the  othei^  (^  Wl 

Conform-  he  fpoke.     He  took  likewiie  that  opportarity  to  coi 

ty  of  their  feme  partt  of  his  own  b9>le  whh  their  Heire^  oat^  pc 

yhU*witb  lariy  that  which  relates  to  the  lives  of  the  patriarchs 

^^^*        .Adam  to  Noah;  andalRires  as»  diat  they  ag^^eed  exa^ 

ha  not     ^^r^  pankular.    Now,  if  \m  blbfe  ixras  the  vuIgate  I 

vjitb  the  <af  which  there  is  not  any  room  to  dottbt^  th^t  being  the 

fiftnagint,  one  authorized  by  his  churchy  it  follows,  that  thar 

'n  exaftly  conformable  to  thofe  we  have  in  Europe^ 

the  Vulgate  is  fo;  and/ confeqttendy,  that  the  sera 

AicmtzxA  Nbdhy  or  the  creation  and  the  ftockt,  acc< 

the  fepcaagint^  exceeds  them  by  606  years,  as  the 

mxf  Ice  by  the  tables  ^tft  hms  given  of  it  it  the  be 

of  theantient  hiftory f.    As  for  the  occafion  of  this 

remark,  It  wiU  be  beft  feen  when  we  come  to  fpeak 

tHneff  diroodogy,  cowards  the  end  of  thb  chapter. 

Xtethotof     ^^^  ^^^  ne^  be  added  conceming  thofe  Jews^ 

their  firfi  ^<»^  ^  wbich  they  firft^  fettled  hi  that  empm; ;  coi 

eominv  in-  whicb»  ^ley  told  ottF  atithOr  kl  genersd  terms,  that  it  -m 

/9  China,  rii^  ^  HM'^^au^  ot  fifth  dy^fty,  Which  began  hq6  ^ 

bdbte,  and  ended  in  file  l%6ih  yestr  after/  the  birth 

Chrjft ;  but  in  what  pftrt  of  if,  they  did  no^  tell,  and 

^trmes     ^^  l&eHhood,  oonld  not  inform  him :  bnt,  fuppofing  it 

tihy  coM  btttt  at  the  very  latter  end  of  it,  it  is  plain  they  could 

motheT^^  be  fabmtMfiSr  as  he  fnQ>eib  them,  much  lefs  guilty  of  i 

madifts,    tilaiiAg  and  ccnrrupdi^  their  facred  books  ^Ih*  their  falfe 

^iboicms  glofies ;  feeing  neither  of  the  Tahm^^  nor  aoy 

thdf  fabulous  traditions  and  commentaries,  are  <^  fo  ol J I 

date  by  feveral  centuries,  as  vi^  have  fliewn  in  our  an^ 

Uftory  t*.   Ndther  is  it  j^ft,  M  the  odier  hand,  to  fuj^ 

S 
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i^  2^11114^^  to  hftT»coirQ{ited  the  facred  text*  ^vKith  ^he^ 
^^  teea  fcropulous  to  prefenre,  cvw  la  a  fuperftitioiis  de* 
iee»  t}2oagh  ^hej  have  viiibly  {Hurycsted  fbe  leoiiB  of  it  by 
t$iriUfe^/{b9^p39meiit8«  Our  9«illior»  thercfene,  fisenn 
,  to  h»Ye  mifapprch^nrted  what  tboy  told  hkn  opt  of  the 
'toluTcboea  c^tcd  out  of  the  former:  but  as  tbdr  Butis^n^ 
)pm,  the  fabulous  traditions  of  the  M^mah  and  Che^  bahlyam^ 
rni  ^cwsthem  to  have  beea  iofeded  with  the  TiAmUc  tedattd. 
ib  they  muft  of  ooiirie  ha¥e  impoTed  iipou  hitt  with 
to  the  time  of  thw  firft  coming  into  that  country, 
that  it  muft  have  been  of  a  much  receuter  date.    This 
m  flrauge  fuppofitiou,  ei^ially  from  a  Jew  to  a  Jefmt; 
if  fo,  may  we  uot  as  juftly  IxxifeSt  what  they  tdd  hiii 
t  thdr  having  no  other  fynagogue  in  the  empire ;  and  ^hty  art 
^  thqr  forthqr  added  to  him,  prob^y  from  the  fame  raduad  f 
Hiit  dF  diflSdeuce  and  fear,  that,  though  they  were  pretty  >^f*y»- 
(imerous  at  their  firft  comingy  they  were  at  that  time  reduced  *"'"**• 
\  (even  Bunilies,  who&  names  were  Tk^^  Kin,  Che,  Tieman, 
4  and  Ngni  *. 

Thus  Ux  our  author's  account  goes,  of  thoTe  that  he  met 
h  in  that  great  city.   How  many  thoufand  more  there  may  The^e  an 
xi  theoi,  difperfed  and  diiguifed  throughout  the  empire,  frobahfy  , 
'  ?ho  outwardly  confiorm  to  the  reUgioa  and  cuftoms  of  the  ^^e  of 
,  as  they  .do  in  Poftugal,  Spai%  ajid  other  Chriilian  '^^^  '* 
;,  where,  mftead  erf  being  tolerated,  they  ate  pro-  ^^f^^^ 
by  the  laws,  can  only  be  conjeftured  by  thofe  who  '^^^^ 
iwwbat  ftratagems  they  will  ufe,  what  hazards  they  will 
i,  for  the  &ke  of  gaio.    But  we  have  dwelt  long  enough 
VpoQ  thisone  article,  and  (hall  now  proceed  to  anew  tojnc. 

|f  SECT.    HI. 

tbe  Gcvfrnment^  Laws^  Pvlitia^  &c.  oftbcCKincfc. 

^HE  £!Nn^  nation  had  been,  from  its  firft  beginning,  fo  Cbinefe 

inured  to,  and,  we  may  add,  fo  highly  delighted  with,  go^fm- 

\  monarchical  government,  Uiat,  when  the  Dutch  ambafladors  '^^j^  ^?*" 

'fldc their  firft  application  to  it,  they  found  it  very  diflScult  ^^j^^L 

\  make  them  comprehend  what  they  meant  by  the  high  and  f*     ^ 

'  htylords»  the  flates  general^  and  the  republic  of  ifo/iin^^/'* 

at  thdr  antieat  form  and  ftate  was^  we  have  already  g^ven 
la  account  of  in  a  fi^rmesr  port  %  as  far  as  could  be  colleAed 

*  See  Lettres  cor.  ic  edifiaat.  vol.  vii.  p.  i^«-.^at.       '  See 
Alt.  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  ».  p.  124,  k  fe^. 

uom 


from  tlie  Chlnefe  records,  for  no  mention  is  9iade  of  it  jai 
other  authors) ;  neither  is  there  any  reafon,  from  the  f 
tenacioafnefs  of  that  nation  for  its  antient  laws,  cuftom^  i 
or  from  what  we  read  of  the  reigns  of  fo  long  a  fuc 
of  monarchs,  to  fuppofe  that  it  ever  received  any  con 
ble  alteration ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  w;e  find  their  very 
querors,  contrary  to  the  ufual  praftice  in  fuch  cafes,  of  vXXk 
and  inverting,  have  (hewn  a  Angular  readinefs  to  confcMrm  t 
and  made  as  few  changes  in  it  as  they  poffibly  could  :  and  j 
.  not  fo  much  out  of  complaifance  to  the  conquered,  as  f 
an  unavwdable  efteem  and  regard  for  the  excellency  oS  \ 
laws  and  conftitution ;  infomuch  that,  in  this  refpeft, 
feem  rather  to  have  fubmitted  to,  than  to  have  g^ven 
laws  to,  their  new  fiibjefts. 

It  fcannot,  however,  be  denied,  nor  indeed  is  i^  at  aQ 
be  wondered  at,  that  this  vaft  overgrown  ftate  hath  fo 
fplit  itfelf  into  a  number  of  petty  kingdoms,  fome  of  wUj 
(tho'  all  of  them  according  to  the  fundamental  conftitt 
of  that  monarchy,  were  dependent '  on  a  fupreme  emp 
would  yet  now-and-then  fhake  ofF  their  fubjeftion,  and  i 
themfelves  defpotic  in  their  refpeftive  ftates ;  but  time  zxA 
tune  have  never  failed  to  reduce  them  back  to  their  foi, 
dependency  (P) ;  fo  that^ere  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  of| 
having  continued,  in  the  main,  much  in  the'  fame  dcf|K 
form  of  monarchical  government  in  which  the  Tartars  foi 


(P)  This  is  plainly  hinted  by 
the  Chinefe  author  often  qaoted 
(7),  who  rpeaks  of  feveral  fuch 
revolutions,  civil  wars,  feff. 
which  made  a  (hort  alteration  in 
the  form  of  government,  but 
which  Toon  after  difappeared ; 
after  which,  th"ngs  returned  to 
their  former  ftate.  He  adds, 
that  the  einpire  was  one  while 
divided  into  ioo>  nay  » into  300, 
parts  or  polyarchies,  and  after- 
wards reduced  to  feven,  then  to 
three,  and  at  length  to  its  pri- 
mitive ftate  of  one  intire  mon- 
archy ^  folely  fubjed  to  one  fo- 
vereign  (8).     . 

We  need  not  therefore  won-r 
der  that  they  ftiould  be  at  fuch 


a  lofs  what  to   make  of 
pompous   language    and 
ufed  by  the  Dutch  amb 
to  them,   as  we  lately  hii^ 
out  of  NiekvJ[foff'{g) ;  much  I 
at  their  not  being  able  to  c" 
prehend,    as  the  fame  au 
ad^s,    how    fuch    a    polid 
ftate  (which  appeared  to  th 
rather  as  a  monfter  with 
heads,  the  fpurious  offspring  ^ 
lawlefs  ambition  and  ftubb 
nefs,  begotten  and  bred,  astb 
fuppofedjintimes  of  anarchy  a 
confufion)  could  poftibly  fafe 
without  fome  (bvereign  po« 
to  curb  and  fupprefs  the  oB 
and  fteer  and  govern  the  oti 

(10). 


(7 1  Dion.  Kao,  apudljbrandz  TJes,  cb,  25:  f^)  Ihid,  (9)  iW< 

^mkdjlj  to  China*  (10)  Le  Cotnfte^ubi  fup*  part  2.  kit^r  x» 


i 
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I'ltttbe  time  of  their  cooqaering  it :  finoe  tbat  time,  it  is' 
home,  If  any  things  rather  more  abfolute  and  arbitrary  than 
mi  fidng  the  power  of  thofe  new  monarchs  extends  idelf  ^ 
lit  only  over  all  civil  and  military,  but,  as  we  have  feea 
aisrtteM  article,  is  abfolute  and  uncontrouled  in  allreli- 
JDOS  matters. 

I^s  Cbine/e  monarchs,  befides  thdr  own  proper  names,  Empem^ 
•QEewant  to  aflume  fome  high  and  fwoUen  titles,  fuch  zsfon^f^ta 
Ujijm  rfbeaven^  lords  of  the  whole  luorld^  fole  governors  titleu 
m  the  earthy  great  fathers  of  the  people^,  and  others  of  the 
|b  pompous  found ;  befides  which,  when  the  government 
Nfiedfrom  one  branch  or  family  to  another,  he  who  was  the 
wk  or  head  of  it  gave  his  name  to  it,  which  continued  as  long 
ithe  dynafty  remained  in  his  family,  which  was,  from  him,  Dfnsfle§i 
dkd  die  dynafly  (or  rather,  as  the  CHnefe  word  Chau  imports,  />•« 
fc  epocha,  or  term  of  years)  of  fuch  a  king.    Since  the  con-  ^hom 
kftby  the  Tartars^  that  monarch  ftyles  himfelf  Cham,  or  *«^««^ 
fc^f,  or  emperor ;  and  his  power  extends  itfelf  not  only  ^heir  tx* 
te  all  the  fixteen  provinces  defcribed  in  the  firft  feftion,  tenfive 
fcttBkewifc  over  fevcral  others  of  eaftern  Tartary^  over  fome  /«***^^ 
rfiriiich  he  hath  an  abfolute  fway,  whilft  others  are  only 
triktary,  and  feme  of  them  only  pay  a  kind  of  homage  to 
%;  but  is  no-where  more  defpodc  and  arbitrary  than  in 
Whis  new-Cbnquered  dominions. 

Sere  he  hath  the  power  of  life  and  death  not  only  ovei:  Ahfdwu 
€kis  fubjefts,  but  even  over  all  the  princes  of  the  blood./"'^^* 
Bs  vill  is  the  fole  law,  and  his  commands  admit  not  the  lead 
%ate  or  delay,  under  the  fevereft  penalties.     He  is  indeed 
o)%d  to  govern  according  to  the  laws ;  and  toconfulthis 
|KDpr  courts  and  council  in  ail  important  matters,  whether 
«lor  criminal,'  military  or  religious :  but,  as  he  is  the  fu- 
JKBcand  uncontrouled  interpreter  of  th«  former,  and  bears 
ttiUblnte  fway  over  the  latter ;  or,  in  cafe  of  any  too  fire* 
oooQs  oppofition  from  thefe,  can  difplace,  punifh,  or  new- 
Borid  tiiem  ^t  pkafure  \  the  whole  government  muft  centre 
ttlaft  in  his  fole  will.    The  crown  is  hereditary  in  his  fa-Cr<?avji 
B% ;  yet  lie  hath  the  power  to' alter  the fucccfSon,  and  tx-beriditAryi 
tber  during  his  life,  or  even  on  his  death-bed,  may  name  his 
fecceffor  out  of  what  branch  of  it  he  pleafes,  or  even  out  of 
it,  as  feme  affirm  ;  but,  in  this  laft  cafe,  his  choice  muft  be  <rheir 
«OQfirmcd  or  ratified  by  his  great  or  fupreme  council,  which^«»</ 
coafifts  of  princes  of  the  blood,  Ind  the  chief  minifters  of  comciL: 
fete ;  for  their  concurrence  is  elleemed  of  fuch  confequence, 
fct  i)ot  only  the  Chinefe  mdnarchs  before  the  conqueft,  but 
wea  thofe  cf  the  Tartaric  race,  have  always  thought  !t  nc- 
**fliry,  before  they  ventured  to  enaft  any  ncMij  laws,  to  re- 
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firfe  or  fa(peDd  riie  M  ones:  iiiibnilicb  ^ Hd 
foBie  iii(bmce8»  ki  vkkh,  though  die  empeMr  mi  his 
/«r/ have  agmd  npoa  paflSiig  fe^ 
t«rsof  rdigko,  or,  fiidi  ts  related  to  the  adifentfi^'f^ 
aodcvfiomi^  yet  dicy  h«re  chofisn  «>  ky  kafid^ilriite ' 
have  found  too  great  a  iniijor}ty  of  thtChinefe  agttiiftk^l 
tbertfaaanmtheI»zai(dofardxllioIi^    Btttth^i' 
wo  may  fay,  happened  wbsn  thofe  moDarcfas  were  not  i 
fo  firniy  fettled  on  the  throne  x  for  h  hath  iiace  jptab^jj 
pqUred^  that  the  hte  emperor  Kattg-bi^  bodi  hi  diete  re^ 
Quitiers  whkh  were  brought  bofocviyni,  and  in  his  ^ 
hi$  fourth  ton  to  fnocoed  him^  l^eatumd  to  aft  m  a 
fpoik  and  ttncoatroukd  manner;  and  no  wonder  bo  I 
^.  ^htfn  he  fitw  hmdhtf  £>  &cwkf  fiidirod  of  the  whole  hnp 

audiority^  and  the  tntereft,  happinefa,  tivesy  a&d  fa 
all  hsa  fub^efis,  fo  intkely  at  his  difpo&l  K 
,  Crioi  V>     Tub  hoaotuTB  paid  to  tho&  mosarcha,  both  befoite  i 
tmrs  fM  fiQce  the  conqueft,  is  next  tOy  or  rather^  a  kiiid  of  ad 
fthemr  j};^  ii^dam  are  feen  but  oti  iblenni  ocxafioas,  and ' 
t^^^       greateft  i^lendor  and  retiaue.    They  are  acfcr 

but  with  deep  profttations,  nor  fpoken  to  buf  with  fabiit  1 
ndther  are  the  grandees  of  his  txsimtf  dor  the}  princes  i 
Uoody  nor  eraio  his  pwii  brothersi  exempt  from  this  < 
mony ;  but  all  bow  before  his  thnxfee,  with  their  &cea  I 
ground,,  whetho*  he  be  prefent  or  abfe&t«    Tliere  are  i 
oiner  certi&  fet  days  in  the  weekv  or  month,  ki  which ' 
oobilky  1^  turns  ace  obliged  to  appear  at  cMrt,  ataid  pay) 
tiiat  homage,  smd  admowlqge  hi^  anthority^  by  the 
tefpe£tfnl  genufleadoBS^  proftrations»  and  other  marks  cf  ( 
imring  bis  deepeft  fubmcffin,  whether  he  be  dier^  or  not»    Wim  \ 
JUknefs.     i^  jfi^  efpeciaUy  if  dangennifly  iss  die  pahce  is  fiUed  < 
auaQy  with  maadarins  of  every  order,  who  fpend  ^rfaok  I 
and  days  im  a  large  coort,  in  habits  ftitabk  lo  the 
oecafioQ,  and  invokk^  heaven  for  his;  recover7»  Ndther  i 
fiu>Wy  o^y  c»^  any  o^er  inconvefiieticy,  wil  permit  t 
difpenfe  with  tfab  duty,  aa  long  as  he  condnnes  in  paia  ( 
danger ;  and  any  bne;  who  faw  the  peopk  at  fdch  a 
'  would  diink  tiiat  they  had  ao  other  fear  or  concern  but : 
die  k)is  df  him  ^    Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at, 
ho\^  manch  tiidr  imereft,  their  Isippiniefs,  or  even  their  1 
depend  upon  his  recoBrery  y  and  the  greac  changes  which  c 
moniy  happen  under  every  new*  rcign^  as  he  b  iai  i 

/* 

•  Palafox  Cdncjucft  of  China.    Martini,  Le  ComptI 
Du  Haldb,  k,  al,  *  Vid.  Du  Haldb,  vol.  ir.  p.  30,  a  . 

feq.    Le  Compte,  ubi  fupra.    Martini,  Vhi  Haldb,  &w*^  ' 
*  Lb  Co»rPTi,  &  al.  ubifup. 
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kk4ibo(ao{9}l  fbtedigputiet,  of  aU  placesaf  boooiUT' 
truftt  l«ith  civU  aod  military  ^. 
w«T«iL,  tboug^  their  power  be  (b  defpotic  and  iia-T'AMV^ 
m]ed»  yet  they  feldom  make  fuch  «a  abfcdute  nfe jof  Kpreme 
ijqgo  contrary  to  the  ftiuient  bws;  but,  in  all  things,  c^umcih 
mik  their  fupreme  councils,  to  whom  all  matters  relating 
j^  onpire  9re  referred,  md  coounonly  decide  them  ac-^ 
agiip  their  adyke:  aftd  this  khey  are  oblig^  to  do^ 
two.  accounts ;  xnz.  to  avoid  the  fufpidon  of  tyr^nay^ 
I  k  ib  contrary  to  the  repeated  maxims  of  thw  old  law« 
\  winch  all  o^emn  it,  with  one  voice,  and  fo  hated 
the  whole  nation,  that  it  feldom  fsuls  of  occafioning  fome 
dt  or  infurreftion ;  for  which  reafon,  they  are  very  fear- 
o£forfeitiag  the  endearing  tide  of  fathers  of  the  people,  4 
for  which  they  are  ^ways  moil  applauded  and  loved  by 
'  (iibje^  and  is  a  more  coniiderable  topic  in  all  their 
flRflgjtrics  on  thc]&»  thao  theip  power,  grandeur,  learoic^^ 
Qtaay  other  princely  quality.    The  pther  reafon  is,  that  as 
ic  mftxor  is  to  be  intcMtned  with  all  matters  of  impcMtanee 
Aatare  tranfaAed  in  his  empire,  and  every  fentence  of  the 
oiBrior  courts,  eipecially  in  capital  cafes,  muft  either  be  ratified 
« teverfed  by  him,  he  would  be  overwhelmed  with  the  mul- 
^ty  and  variety  of  matters,  that  are  continually  brought 
iKfa^buo,  without  the  afliAance  of  thofe  councils,  whoft 
m^  it  is  to  examine,  digeft,  and  prepare  them  toe  bis  ^ajl  m^ 
Wiudre  fentence.  So  that  though  he  is.reprefented,  by  (ome  fio^meat, 
viten,  as  living  and  wantoning  in  ea&,  with  his  wives,  con* 
cibifies,  and  eunuchs,  in  his  feraglio,  like  other  eaftem  mo* 
whs,  and  masy  of  them  have,  doubtlefs,  done  fo,  and  left 
^  matters  to  the  care  of  their  kolaws,  Qoandarias,  and  other 
<ft»$,  and  commonly  to  their  own  great  detriment,  if  not 
^niin;  yet  thofe,  who  give  fuch  a  conflant  attendance  oa 
tbea&cs  of  the  empire,  muA  be  (o  far  from  living  in  eafii 
udlnxary,  that  thc^muft  be  fuppoied  to  be  the  n^  h^jandt^^ 
«idaffiduous(^aU  tbdrfitbj|sAs(QJ.   And  fuch  have  been  ^«i{^« 

many 

^  Li  CoifPTS,  &  al.  ttfci  fop. 

(Q^)  Tlus  will  ftill  more'  to  make  to  him,  either  agamft 

Phiidy  appear,  if  we  add  the  himfdf,  or  any  of  his  viceroys, 

pttiUons  that  are  faid  to  be  governors,  the  princes  of  the 

contioaally  prefented  to  him ;  blood,  generals,  and  other  of- 

^  grievances  which,  iProm  all  ficcrs.    All  which,  wc  are  told, 

prts  of  the  empire,   arc  laid  he  is  obliged,  by  the  conftita- 

"«rore  him ;  the  reprcfcntations  tion  of  the  empire,  to  read  him- 

*'nk>hlu&  mandarins  are  allowed  felf,  and  refer  to  fuch  of  his 

coun^ 
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mxtij  of  thole  monarchSy  if  we  may  believe  the 
have  from  thence ;   according  to  whichy  this  g< 
one  of  the  moft  regular  in  the  world,  in  which 
'  and  mag^racy  are  eftabliflied  in  the  moft  exad  andl 
manner  that  human  prudence  can  contrive,  for  the^ 


councils,  to  whofe  co?nixance 
the  cafes  properly  belong,  in 
order  to  reeulate  his  determina- 
tion according  to  their  report. 

We  read  of  fcvcral  rcprefcnt- 
atiOQS  which  have  been  made 
to  thofe  monarchs,  for  their  not 
a£iing  agreeably  to  the  confti- 
tutions  of  the  empire :  but  thefe 
are  not  often  attended  to ;  and 
fometimes  meet  with  a  fevere 
repolfe.  L^Com^/^  gives  us  fome 
inftances  of  both.  In  the  one, 
they  laid  before  him  the  ill  con- 
fequences  of  his  fo  often  going 
into  Tartary^  and  his  making 
fuch  long  ftay  there,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  his  fubjedls, 
&r. ;  but  this  he  paid  fo  little 
regard  to,  that  he  fcarce  gave 
them  any  other  reafoa  for  thofe 
journies,  than  that  they  were 
for  his  health.  Another  was 
made  to  him,  by  three  eminent 
kolaws,  relating  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  young  prince;  for 
which  they  were  all  turned  out 
of  their  places.  But  as  irkfome 
and  unfuccefsful  as  this  kind  of 
remonftrances  may  be  to  their 
monarchs,  there  want  not  thofe 
noble  and  public-fpirited  mi- 
niilers,  who  will  not  be  afraid 
of  preferring  them,  at  all  ha- 
zards ;  of  which  we  may  have 
occafion  to  give  feme  fignal  in- 
ftances  in  the  fequel. 

As  for  thofe  againfl  the  gran- 
dees, or  even  princes  of  the 
blood,  they  have  met  with  bet- 
ter fuccefs.    We  read,  in  the 


fame  author,  of  one 
prefented  againU  three  I 
oV  chief  minifters  of  ftate^ 
had  under-hand  taken 
ney,  for  fome  fervicesi 
the  execution  of  i 
Upon  which  the  emf 
mediately  cafhiered 
miffed  them.  What 
two  of  them  afterward^ 
author  could  not  learn ; 
third,  who  had  been 
while  a  magiftrate,  and  i 
cfteem  for  his  learning, 
vered  for  his  old  age,  .v 
duced  to  the  condition 
common  foldier,  and 
ftand  centinel  at  one  of  t 
lace-gates. 

Another  was  likewifei 
fented  to  the  fame  emfj 
againft  fome  of  the  prin 
the  blood,  intimating,  \ ' 
unworthy  behaviour  was  1 
in  time,  to  bring  theii^  ran 
contempt.  Upon  which  i 
out  an  edi£t,  that  none  ; 
from  thenceforth  bear 
tie,  without  his  expxefs  1 
which  he  took  care  to  gv\ 
to  fetch  who,  by  their 
prudence,  and  diligence  in 
offices,  had  rendered  then 
worthy  of  it  (II ). 

Thefe  few  infhmccs  wil 
ficetolhew,  what  s,  Chineji 
peror's  employment : 
his  retirement,   who  ha 
good  and  welfare  of  his  fab{ 
at  heart. 


(iij  ttCm^ti,  ubi  fup»  Mdrtini,  Du  Halde,  ^  all 


laiaiftrali 
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^niftrarion  of  juftice,  and  the  cxaft  difcharge  of  all  the  of-       '     ^ 
pees  of  a  well  regulated  ftate  *. 

.For  the  more  eafy  management  of  fudi  a  great  variety  Tiijo/u* 
Ifi  affairs,   thofe  monarchs  are  afiifted  by  two  fovereign /'*'w 
councils,  which  fit  at  Pe-king,  the  capital  of  the  empire  5  councils. 
tte  one  ftyled  extraordinary,   and  compofed  of  the  princes 
rf  the  blood  only ;  and  the  other  ordinary,  confifting  of  the 
^^me  princes  of  the  blood,  and  of  a  good  number  of  kolaws^ 
^  chief  minifters  of  ftate.     The  firft  of  thefe  only  fits  upoa 
(tetraordinary  occafions ;  but  the  other,  liHe  our  privy-coun-' 
is  conftantly  attending  chi  affairs  of  ftate;     Befides  thefe 
(which,  by  way  of  eminence,  are  ftyled  fupreme)^  and  . 
abordinate  to  them,  are  fix  courts,  or  fuperior  tribunals,  for  Six/upi* 
'nl,  and  five  for  military,  affairs,  all  likewife  refiding  in  rior  tri* 
at  metropolis,  whofc  authority  extends  to  the  whole  em-  ^«w/r« 
;  and  each  of  them  hath  its  particular  province,  or  bufi-f 
aflSgned  to  them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  they  fliall  . 
\  a  conftant  check  upon  one  another ;  and,  in  matters  of 
at  confequence,  the  concurrence  of  three  or  more  of  them 
auft  be  had,  before  the  bufineis  can  be  difpatched.    Thofe 
llbiinals  are  as  follow  (R) : 

I.  The 

*  Le  Compte,  &  al.  ubi  fup. 


(R)  Thefe  mandarins  have 
n,  fi"om  the  earlieft  times, 
ivided  into  nine  orders,  in  fuch 
'edi  fiibordination  to  each 
:r,  that  nothing  can  exceed 
refpedl  and  fubmiffion  which 
!SfcB  inferior  bear  to  the  fuperior 

f*  Tic  firft  order  is,  that  of  the 
Inlaws,  or  chief  minifters  of 
l*fcte,  chief  prefidents  of  the 
^fcpreme  courts,  and  other  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  army.  Their 
:  anmber  is  not  fixed,  but  de^ 
,  pends  on  the  will  of  the  em- 
I  j)eror;  but  is  feldom  more  than 
^£veorfi]cj  and  thefe  have  their 
I  tribunals  and  apartments  in  the 
^  palace.    He  who  is  at  the  head 
«f  them  is  ftyled  She^w-Jbyang, 
and  is  prcfidcnt  of  the  council, 
«aA  in  the  greatcft  confidence 
with  the  emperor. 
Mod,  Hist,  Vol.  VIIL 


The  fecond  order  are  a  kind 
of  afiiftants^to  the  firft,  and  bear 
the  title  of  Ta-byo-fei  or  literati ^ 
and  are  men  of  approved  capa- 
city. Out  of  their  number  are 
commonly  chofen.the  viceroys, 
governors,  and  prefidents  of 
other  tribunals. 

The  third  order,  ftyled  C^d?»f- 
JhU'ko^  or  fchool  of  mandarins, 
are  the  emperor's  fecretaries, 
whofe  bufmefs  is  to  write  down 
all  matters  that  are  deliberated 
by  the  feveral  tribunals.  Thefe 
are  taken  out  of  the  fourth  fifth, 
and  fixth  orders,  and,  with  the 
two  fuperior  ones  above-men- 
tioned, compofe  the  emperor's 
privy-council. 

Out  of  thefe  three  orders  are 

chofen  the  prefidents,  and  chief 

members,  of  the  fix  tribuna's 

above- nuntioned :  with  this  diN 

K  ferencc. 


J 
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I.  Li-pu.  I.  The  court  of  Li-pu,  otU-toui  thatis,  the  courts  m 
iritwiat,  0/  mandarins ;  which  prefides  over  aU  the  nuaSa'* 
riiis,  and  other  minifters  of  ftate ;  and.  is  to  fiimUh  all  tk 
provinces  with  proper  officers,  to  watch  ov^  their  condiifiy 
examine  their  qualifications,  and  g^vc  an  account  thereof  tf 
flie  emperor.  Thdc  may  be  properly  ftylqd  the  inquijitm'tf 
Jtate ;  according  to  whofe  report,  thofe  officers  under  tb^ 
tognizance  are  either  advanced  to  hjf^u  polls,  or  are  do*  : 
jpraded  from  their  old  ones,  accordiiig  to  their  merit  or  dfit 
merit,  though  not  without  the  emperor's  approbation  preri* 
oufly  obtained  (S). 

2THd  pft.  2.  The courtofH^'pu.orHm'^i^^LtiStiheiightreafur^ 
ofth  king ;  hath  the  care  of  the  treafu^y  fiiiances,  tcgedicr 
with  the  private  cftate,  treaftu*e»  revenues,  aod  expences,.  of  tb| 
emperor  ^  of  paying  ail  the  falaries  and  penlibns  to  the  pettr 
kings,  viceroys,  and  other  minUlers  of  ftate.  ,  Tjiis  tribvo^ 
hath  likewife  the  keeping  of  the  rolls,  ai^  regifters,'w]ikk 
are  made  every  year;  of  all  the  £imilies,.  number  of  ]Sfi%' 
mea&re  of  land,  and  the  dutks  arifi^  from  them  to  tbe«l^ 
peror. 

J.  Li-pu.  J.  TtiEcourtof  Li'^,  or  Li-pou,  or  tribunal  qf  rights  (T), 
infpedls  all  religious  matters,  as,  the  obfervation  of  andent 

riw 


ferencc,  fbat  the  Tartan  have, 
fince  the  eonqueft,  dmibled  the 
number  of  members  of  diofe 
courts^  both  fuperior  and  mfk* 
Hor,by  placing  as  inaiiy  of  their 
oi^n  nation  as  of  the  Ghinefej  in 
every  one ;  by  whkh  means  the 
former  was  brought  into  the  ad- 
'miniftration,  without  excluding 
the  latter,  who  might,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  have  beenpefs  able  to  brook 
the  Tartarian  yoke  (12). 
'  (8)  Every  one  of  thefe  fix  tri- 
Imnals  hath  a  number  of  infe- 
rior ones  to  ailift  them«  and 
proper  matters  for  their  infpec- 
tion ;  but  it  would  carry  us  too 
far  to  enter  into  a  particular  de* 
tail  of  each  tribunal.  This  of 
ti'puy  for  inftance,  hath  four  of 
them.  The  firft  of  which  is 
Charged  with  the  choice  of  thofe 
who,  by  their  ieaming»  virtue. 


snd  other  qualities,  are  indtlel 
to  ietvt  in  the  higheft  pofe 
The  fecond  examines  the  coir 
idtt£k  of  thofe  candidates.  Tk 
third  feals  all  judicial  acis,  if* 
figns  and  examines  dbie  r«4^e^ 
tive  feab  of  the  niandariiis  il 
chofen,  as  well  as  thofe  of  dl 
the  difpatches  to  and  from  the 
court,  whether  they  be  m»  ^ 
counterfeit  The  fourth  eik 
mines  the  merit  of  all  thegna- 
dees  of  the  empire;  that  is,  of 
the  princes  of  the  bipod,  pfilQ^ 
kings,  dttkesy  and  nebksofid 


ranlcs. 

(T)  Though  this,  tribunal 
feems  to  be  called  by  the£aQC 
name  as  the  firil,  yet  it }»  f luB» 
from  their  different  profiflCCSf 
that  there  is  amanifeft  differeiKe 
between  them,  which,  however, 
is  only  determined  by  the  ^^ 


(X2)  Vid.  Du  HaUe,  tW.  i.  p.  24I.  &  aLJup.  tiu$. 


nnnciaoonr 


4Jte$  and  eeremomes,  all  arts  and  fciences^  aod  tWe  tkat  kre 
c^dldates  for  degrees.    It  defrays  the  charges  of  the  temples,  ' 
facrifices,  ^c. ;  and  receives  and  difmiHes  foreiga  ambafla* 
donu 

4.  The  court  of  Ping-pu^  ox  tribunal  $f  artnsy  fiiperiii-  4.  Plftg* 
tends  all  the  foldiery  in  the  empire ;  examines  their  arms,  pOf 
.fiS£rqifeSy  <bc^'r  granta  commiflions  to  the  army  and  fleet;    . 
.  orders  levies  to  be  made  for  hpth ;  repleoifhes  the  magazmes^ 
and  keeps  all  the  garrifons,  tbwns/  and  fortreflesi  in  repair^ 
.  and  furolAxes  the  foldiery  with  arms. 

..    5.  The  court  of  Hing-pi^  or  Him^pm^  fiiperinteuds  all  5.  fifing- 
.criminal  caufes  brought  hither  from  the  inferior  courts,  by  ptt. 
^pp^y  and  pafles  a  final  {entence  in  all  criminal  matters : 
^  undor  it  are  fourteen  fubordinate  tribunals^  according  to/ 
the  number  of  the  provinces. 

6.  The  court  of  Kong'pUy  or  Cam^fyou,  or  irihtutdl  qf  (y,  KoUg* 
^Uc  ivorkSf  fuperintends  all  public  flru£^ures ;  fuch  as,  the  pft. 
i^kiog's  palaces,  fortifications,   public  roads,   public  temples^ 
palaces,  fepulchres, .  bridges,  towers,  triumphal  arches,  dykes, 
navigable  rivers,  lakes,  canals,  itc. ;    and  hath  four  interior 
.courts  under  it,    who  prepare  matters  for  their  infpeftion< 
Both  upper  and  lower  tribunals  have  likewife  different  cham- 
^bers,  or  committees,  appointed  to  their  refpeftiye  bufinefles, 
for  die  more  r^ular  and  ready  difpatch  of  them.     Every         ^ 
iigh  court  hath  a  chief  iufpeftor  appointed  by  the  emperor, 
who  gives  him  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  as  well  as  of 
thdc  failings  andr  mifbehaviour.    Thefe  are  commotJy  of  the 
'fitft  rank  of  mandarins^  or  kolaws ;  and  are  in  fuch  authority^ , 
iat  the  very  princes  of  tlie  blood  ftand  in.  awe  of  them  y« 
.    Op  the  four,  or,  according  to  others,  five  military  courts,  Thefivf 
^ch  are,  in  fome  meafure,  fubordinate  to  the  fourth  fupe-  miUtmrf 
nor  one,  called  Ping-pu,  or  tribunal  of  arms  ;  the  firft  d?f-  tribunals^ 
pofes  of  all  military  employments ;  and  fees  that  the  troops  be 
well  armed  and  difciplined.  The  fecond  diftributes  the  officers 
aod  foldiers  into  their  refpcftive  ftations,  for  thefecuring  the 
public  tranquility,  and  the  cities  and  high-roads  from  robbers 
'4ad  hi^waymen.     The  third*fuperintends  the  horfesofthe 
empire,  the  pofts,  ftages,  imperial  inns,  and  barges  appointed 

^  Li  CoMPTB,  ubi  fop.    Vid.  &  Dv  Haldb,  vol.  i*  p.  248* 
If  fcq, 

nanciation;  In  this,  i/  figftifics  of  foufidin  the  firft  mono fyllable, 
^'iM  and  /«,  or  poUy  tribunal ;  it  fignifics  thg  tribunal  of  tke  man^ 
1) ttt  t&  the  other,  by  fmall  change    darins  (13)*  ^ 

(x^)  BuHaide,  9bi  Ju^^  p-  M9« 

K  a  to 
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to  convey  protons  for  the  foldiers  to  their  refpcffivc  (hitbB»« 

The  fourth  orders  the  making  ali  forts  of  mm,  and  lajsQ 

them  up  in  arfenals*.  •       .  •• 

The  courts     THERE  are  feveral  other  courts  rf  the  military  racdc,  tf 

injpe^ed    which  we  Ihall  take  notice,  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  die 

hy  proper    military  gdvernmenf;   and  only  obferve  here,  that  all  diA 

ejicersy      tribunals  have  likewife  an  infpeftor  fct  over  diem  1>y  db 

emperor,  who  gives  him  an  account  of  every  thing  that  h 

tranfafted  in  them,  and  of  the  behaviour  of  every  member ;  aal 

thefe  are  obliged,  by  their  office,  not  only  to  aflift  at  all  tfadii 

aflemblies,  and  watch  over  their  conduft  there,  but  even  l» 

pry  into  their  more. private  management  (U),  and  makcHl^ 

faithful  report  of  all  to  him*     This  obRges  every  member  It 

area  check  fpeak  and  behave  with  the  utmoft  circum^eftion.  And  fevaAj 

to  each       provinces  of  thofe  courts  are  fo  prudently  linked  together, 

€ther.        to  be  a  check  to  each  other.     Thus,  for  inftance,  the  ai 

which  is  under  the  command  of  the  Pin-pu,  or  fourth 

bunal,  and  paid  by  that  of  the  Ho-pUy  fhall  be  (M^dered 

march  by  the  former,  but  cannot  ftir  rill  their  fu' 

money  is  fent  to  them  by  the  latter. 

Viceroys^        SUBORDINATE  to  the  abovc-mentioned  tribunals,  arei| 

and  other   viceroys  and  governors  of  provinces,  judges,  and  magiftratajr 

' magi-.       and  all  inferior  officers,  in  city  and  country,  for  the  cafifll^ 

firatesy      difpcnfmg  of  juftice  to  the  fubjefts,  and  maintaining  the  peaical 

fuhordt'     Qf  fhe  empire.     It  is  even  affirmed,  by  moft  writers,  tImtsA 

nate  to  the  ^^{^  viceroys,   governors,  6c.   are  obliged,   from  time  tti 

n  una  s.  ^'^^^^  ^^  tranfmit  to  court  a  full  and  juft  account  of  their  ad- 

miniftration,  and  with  it  a  note  of  ail  the  mifcarriages  and 

mifmanagements  laid  to  their  charge,  to  be  examined  by  tfie 

fuperior  tribunals ;  and,  in  cafe  they  be  found  to  have  coa- 

cealed  or  palliated  them,  are  liable  to  be  feverely  pum/hd 

This  was  indeed  prafticable  enough  before  the  conqueft, 

when '  the  Chinefe  monarchs  had,  befides  the  infpeftors  ovff 

*  Dehis,  videMARTiNi,  Le  Compte,  DuHALDE,&al. 

(U)  Thefe  infpeclors,  or,  as  princes,    aftd  perfons   of  the 

the  Chinefe  call  them,  ko-taus,  higheft  rank,   and  19  run  tic 

are  commonly  men  of  fuch  pe-  rifque  not  only  of  their  places, 

netration,  that  nothing  hardly _^  but  of  their  lives,  rather  than 

^fcapes  thera  ;    and  therefore,  defift  from  what  they  thought 

much  dreaded  by  the  minifters  juftice    and   equity,    and  the 

of  ftate,  and  other  officers.  Some  good  of  the  ftatc,  exailed  from 

of  them   have   been   intrepid  3icm(i4), 
enough  to  cenfure  and  accufe 

(14}  Du  Halde,  ubifu'p.  p.  25c.     le  Cott^te^  uhi  fup,  &  at, 

■^    '  every 


_^ 
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mrery  coort,  fcxne  private  ones  in  every  province,  who  were 
k>  ^ve  the  emperor  an  account  of  every  fraud,  bribery,  and 
oppreffion,  co;nmitted  by  any  ofthofe  officers.  But  the  Tar-  InJ^eSiort 
tartan  monarchs  found  afterwards,  that  thofe  fpies,  or  in-  ^//^^  f^^^ 
fcrtners,  had  fo  grofsly  dbufed  their  truft,  by  making'  their  *^'«^«y^^ 
reports  rather  according  as  they  were  bribed,  than  to  the  ^'fi^* 
nerit  or  donerit  of  thofe  under  their  inQ>e6tion,  that  they 
iought  fit  to  fet  them  wholly  afide,  and  only  oWige  the  per- 
ils in"  the  adminiftration  to  be  their  own  accufers,  by  fehd- 
ng  the  above-mentioned  tranfcript  of  all  their  good  and  bad 
l£ticms.    That  this,  however,  is  feldom  praftifed,  is  very 
fiain,  from  the  common  complaint  of  all  thofe  writers  againft 
lie  avarice  bribery,  and  corruption,  which  reign  through  Chinefc 
4ie  whole  empire,  from  the  higheil  tribunals  down  to  the  ^^'^^ 
bweft  offices ;  infomuch,  that  he  who  can  bribe  higheft  is  ^^Hft^^ 
puirally  fure  to  carry  his  pobt,  let  his  merit  or  demerit  be 
Hhat  it  will.  It  is  therefore  in  vain  they  tell  us,  that  the  Chinefe 

Keroment  and  laws  are  the  beft  calculated  to  make  a  people 
nr,  above  all  others,  if  thofe  that  are  at  the  head  of  affairs 
»e  fuchTapacious  creatures,  as  to  make  all  places,  and  even 
iriticc  itfelf,  venal ;  and  if  their  laws,  like  thofe  excellent  ones  ^ 
9f  a  certain  country  in  Eiiropey  are  fb  little  obfervcd  or  re* 
|»ded,  that  miniftcrs,  magiftrates,  and  people,  arefuffered 
load  not  only  in  contradiftion,  but  open  defiance,  to  them, 
tod  a  drculation  of  bribery  Is  left  to  run  from  the  higheft  ta 
Ibe  bwefl  rank. 

Besides  thcfe  tribunals,  which  do  always  refide  at  Pe^  Pro^ff^ 
Mng^  every  province  hath  a  fupreme  one,  under  its  viceroy,  ^'^^  ^^^'•' 
»  governor  (W),  and  that  hath  feveral  inferior  ones  under  it,  ^^^^^-f* 
*ttd  a  certain  number  of  inferior  mandarins,,  to  affift  that  mi- 
^flSter  in  the  difpatch  of  affairs.     Next  to  the  provincial  ones,. 
are  thofe  of  the.  Fu's^  or.  capital  cities  of  each  province,  of 

(W)  There  is  a  difference  of  them  the  imperial  comman<iB 

names,  as  well  as  dignity  and  are  tranfmitted,   and  by  them 

power,  between  thele  gover-  difpcrfed  through  all  the  other 

^^rs;  the  ODe^  who  is  called  cities  and  diftri^ts  of  the  pro- 

'«.)iow,   is    only   viceroy    of  viacc.    Onlythe7ya«g'-/«'sdig-    * 

^ne  province ;   and  the  other,  nity  is  reckoned  more  confider- 

%lcd  Tfingrfu,  hath  a  govern-  able,  as  it  is  more  extenfive ;  fo 

oent  over  two  or  three.     Both  that  he  cannot  be  advanced  to 

^J^a nominated  by  the  emperor;,  any  hi^er,  except  he  be  made         ' 

and  both  are  at  the  head  of  the  a  minifter  of  flate,  or  prefi. 

iijpreme  tribunal  of  the  pro-  dent  of   one  of  the  fupreme 

'  yince,  wherein  all  caufes,  civil  courts  {15). 
W  criminal,  are  decided.    To 

(15)  Dm  HgUf,  &  Ml  uhifiiprul 

K  \  which 
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which  ive  rpoke,  in  the  firft  feftioii  of  this  chapter ;  and  ftlfe 
.  ^^  under  a  mandarin,  who  is  ftylcd  ChufU^  under  whdffi  tf^ 
the  Chi'cherwi  zuiChi-yiens,  or  mandarins  of  the  citksof  tite 
fecond  and  third  rank,  with  thdr  rcfpeftivc  inferior  tfibttftalTt 
and  thefe  are  fnbordinate  to  each  other,  and  all  to  the  fti* 
preme  or  provincial  one,  which  hath  none  above  it,  esoeji 
that  of  Pe-king,    And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  die  civii ;  It 
US  now  take  a  fliort  view  of  the  military  government  •. 
Militofy        We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  four  tribunals  fob- 
fo<vern-     ordinate  to  the  fourth  fupreme  one,  cdJlcd  Ptng-pUy  andtisA 
mn^  i        particular  provinces.'    There  are  five  others  likewife  re&lh^f- 
0nii/vf     at  Pe-king,  ftyled  U-jn ;  that  is,  thefibe  clafes,  dr  tmps,  0 
fowrth       fhe  military  mandarine ;    the  firft  of  which  is,  that  of  w 
mandarins  of  th#  r^r-guard ;  the  fecond,,  that  bi  the  left- 
wing  ;  the  third,  that  of  the  right ;  the  fourth,  that  of  die, 
maiil  body  J  and  the  fifth,  that  of  the  van*gtiard.    Eachrf 
them  hath  a  prefident,  and  two  affiflants,  '^ho  are  of  theftt 
order  of  mandarins ;  and  all  of  them  are  fubordinate  toafr 
preme  tribunal  of  war,  called  Trng-ching-fA^  whofe  prcfiddi 
|s  one  of  the  gr^ateft  nobles  of  the  empire,  and  hath  autl»» 
rity  over  them,  and  all  the  officers  and  foHiers  of  the  contt 
He  hath  likewife  a  mandarin,  and  two  infpeftors,  to  be  < 
check  over  him :  and  his  tribunal  is  fubordinate  to  the  four4 
jind  fixth  fupreme  ones,  which  prevents  his  abufing  hiscx^ 
jf^iifive  power, 
Jiim^»         ^^^  ^^  military  mandarins  are  obliged  to  undergo  tW 
fins^  biyw  fame  examination  as  thofe  of  the  literati  order ; '  that  is,  A 
^^amifted.  thofe  muft  give  proofs  of  their  knowlege  and  learning,  to  bd 
admitted  to  their  refpeftive  degrees,  fo  muft  thefe  of  thA 
Arength,  courage,  dexterity,  and  experience,  in  the  art  of 
war,     The  principal  military  mandarin,  anfwering  to  our 
general,  hath  a  number  of  inforior  ones  under  him,  anfi^tf* 
ing  to  Qur  lieutenant-generals,  i^c,   and  all  of  them  hanf* 
train  and  infignia  fuitable  to  their  rank,  and  are  always  at' 
SolSers,     tended  by  a  company  of  officers  under  their  command.  Tboe 
ffo^  ^er-z  are  ob%ed  to  exercife  and  review  the  foldiery  often ;  but 
<i/^^*         thofe  exercifes  have  pothir^  regular  in  them,  confifting  ^^ 
in  fpme  difordcrly  marches,  when  they  attend  their  maQ^*' 
^    rinS|  <Hr  in  forming  of  fquadrons,  marching,  filing  off,  raUjf^ 
Jng,  encountering  each  other,  at  the  found  of  thdr  horffl 
or  trumpets,  and  h  a  dexterous  nfiag  and  handling  tW? 
(j^bres,  lK)Vfs,  mylk^ts,  ^uirafles,  hplm^ts,  dr,  apd  kcepiflg 

»  MAaTiNi;,   Lb  <^o^pt§,  pu  tikh^%,  ubi  &y.   p.  «# 
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them  ckaiii  and  in  right  order ;  aod  as  the  xmlkaiy  life  10 
leitber  laborious  nor  dangerous  in  time  of  peace,  it  is  be- 
lowec^  as  a  faFOur^  oa  thofe  who  can  make  moft  friends 
wilk  the  military  mandarins,  their  (ervice  being  commonly 
xmfioed  to  the  places  where  they  dwell,  and  have  their  £mu-  ^ 

ie%  Co  that  they  m^y  at  proper  times  follow  their  own  em^ 
Joym^its. 
Th£  military  m^darins  are  computed  10  amovnt  to  1 8^000,  Numhtr 
Upd  the  foldiery  to  above  700,000,  who  are  aU  difpcrfed  thi:9*  rftbem. 
phie  .federal  provinces,  efpecialiy  the  frontier  ones  of  the  enj.- 
^•—    and  along  the  Chin^^  wall,  and  are  Rationed  in  the  mili- 
cities,  towns,  fortrefles,  and  cafUe&,  we  have  elfewhece 
fcribed;  and,  being  commonly  well  cloathed  and  armed,  ^^weM* 
^^Dake  a  very  gopd  appearance  either  in  their  marches  or  re-MM» 
views ;  but  come  Vaftly  fliort  of  thofe  of  Eurc^e  in  courage  cSatbeJ, 
*or  difci^ne,  and  ake  eafily  put  into  diiprder*  and  routed ;  «*»/^'* 
.and,  as  the  country  hath  now  been  a  confidcrable  time  free 
^pom  for^gn  or  domeftic  wars,  they  have  had  litde  employ- 
.rnent^  except  in  fupprefling  the  hi^waymen  and  banditd  in 
the  inland)  and  the  pirates  on  the  fea-coafts,  and  in  guarding 
the  fixmtkr  towns.    Their  pay  is  about  five-penc^  and  about       ^ 
a  pint  of  rice  per  day,  and  the  horfe  in  proportion  ^. 
.    Their  artillery,  till  the  Jefuits  taught  them  a  better  way  ^*«><w»- 
.  of  calling  and  ufing  it,  was  very  (ritiful,  and  hardly  wortjiy  ^'^^^  '«* 
of  that  nanae  (X) ;  and  though  it  be  aUowc<^  that  they  had  P^fi^^^ 

tte 


^  Martini^  Le  Compte,  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  p.  149,  & 


feq. 

^  ^X)  All  that  we  find  men- 
tioned of  their  old  artijiery,  is 
only  a  few  (hort  and  thick  bom- 
bards, kept  rather  for  Ihcw  than 
»fe,  «t  the  gates  ni  Nang-king ; 
but  antient  enough  to  fihew, 
diat  they  had  fome  notion  of 
caanon,  though  little  or  nothing 
of  the  European  "wzy  of  uiing 
them.  We  read  likewife  of 
fome  fort  qf  patereroes,  which 
they  had  in  their  velTels,  of  the 
ufc  of  which  they  knew  Kitlc 
'more  dun  of  that  of  dieir  bom- 
bards. 

The  firft  they  ever  faw  of  the 
European  fabrigaturo  were  three 


handfome  ones,  which  the  Par- 
tuguefe  of  Makauy  or  Macao ^ 
made  a  prefent  of  to  the  em« 
peror,  Jnno  1621,  together  with 
proper  artifts  to  manage  the  A* 
The  firft  trial  of  them  was 
made  before  fome  mandarins, 
who  were  much  iutprifed  att]ie 
novelty;  and  muck  more  at 
one  of  the  pieces  recoilios,  and 
killing  a  Portuzuefsy  and  two 
Cbinefe,  who  did  not  get  out  of 
the  way  time  enough.  They 
were  ftill  more  terriMd  9X  the 
havock  whkh  th<fey  &^  them 
make  among  theT^/^n^,  wlio 
came  in  fwarms  towards  th^ 
K  4  P«*^ 
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the  mvestion  of  gunpowder  much  earlier  than  the  Enrof^m, 

they  hardly  ufed  it  for  any  thing  but  fireworks,  in  which  likj 

excel.     This  made  them  at  firft  be  much  furprifed  and  teni- 

fied  at  our  European  guns,  and  the  havock  they  made  boA  in 

their  being  fired,  and  their  recoiling ;  infomuch  that  they  fic4 

from  them  in  die  greateft  panic,  and  could  hardly  be  pep» 

fuaded  to  come  near  them  again :  but,  fince  then,  the  gool 

miffionaries  have  not  only  recondled  them  to  thofe  frightftl 

engmes  of  deftruftion,  but  taught  them  the  way  of  caffi^ 

and  ufmg  of  them,  fo  that  t6ey  are  now  as  well  underfhxxi  l^ 

them  as  by  us ;  efpecially  as  Father  Verbieft^  the  emperorii 

chief  mathematician,  did,  by  his  order,  caft,  in  one  yesaj 

132,  and,  in  a  little  time  after,  320  more,  after  the  hdkEtb^ 

ropean  manner ;  and  foon  after  publiftied  a  treatife  on  found* 

ing  and  ufmg  of  cannon,  and  prefentcd  it  to  that  monarch 

with  forty-four  tables,  or  cuts,  fhewing  the  whole  art,  and  thi 

manner  of  ufing  the  inftruments  necef^y  for  levelling  them; 

For  this  fmgular  piece  of  fervice,  Father  Verbieft  was  higU^ 

honoured  by  that  monarch,  and  aU  the  military  tribe  of  mam 

darins,  who  were  prefent  at  the  trial  of  them,  and  furpritt 

at  the  exaftnefs  with  which  they  hit  the  mark ;  whilft  it 

good  father  was  feverely  lampooned  for  it  in  Spain  and  ItJtf^ 

a§  a  perfon  who  deferved  to  be  doubly  excommunicated,  foi 

furnifhing  an  infidel  prince  with  fuch  deftruftive  arms  :  h(wr» 

ever.  Pope  Innocent  XL  did  not  fuffer  him  to  labour  lo!fl 

under  thofe  cenfures  ;  but,  by  a  particular  brief,  highly  ap 

plauded  what  he  had  done,  as  tending  to  promote  the  coa* 

veriion  of  the  Chinee ;  and  exhorted  him  to  go  on  in  the  fame 

laudable  track,    promifing  him  his  apoftolical  bleffing,  and 

pontifical  afliftance  and  proteftion  in  it.     Befides,  thofe  pices 

appear  to  have  been  of  a  religious  caft,  and  had  been  blefM 

in  a  folemn  manner  :  for  the  gOod  father  had  before  erefid 

an  ^Itar  in  the  foundery,  with   a    crucifix  upon  it;  aa4 

in  his  furplice  and  ftole,  paid  his  homage  to  it,  with  the  faaft 

♦  proftrations  and  ceremonies  as  the  Chinefe  ufe  to  their  imagtfj 
and  gave  each  gun  the  name  of  a  he  or  ihe  faint,  which  he 
caufed  to  be  engraven  on  their  breech ;  which,  we  are  tol4 
was  done  to  prevent  the  Chinefe  ufing  any  of  thdr  foperftitions 

•  ceremonies  about  them,  who  commonly  offer  facrifices  xp  the 
fpirit  pf  the  air,  mountains,  rivers,  lakes,  i;c.  according  to 


great  walU  infomuch  that  they 
fied  from  them  in  the  greatefl 
fright  and  confufioj),  and  ne- 


ver dared  come  near  them  tBM 
(16). 


(16)  Du  HalJe,  ubi  fuf,    ViL  Q  Martini,  Le  Cffm^te,  &  d 


the 
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^  nattire  of  die  work  they  go  about,  or  put  the  laft  hand 
to*. 

Having  taken  thus  far  a  view  of  the  civil  and  military  Gvuerm^ 
foycrnment  of  the  empu-e,  there  remains  that  we  fay  a  few  mentof^ 
words  of  that  of  the  provinces,  capital  cities,  and  or  the  di-  prowmca^ 
*fyi&s  under  them.    We  hive  already  hinted,  that  evpry  pro*  «Vm,  Stc* 
♦race  hath  a  viceroy,  or  governor,  who  commonly  refides^  at 
the  metropolis  of  it,  and  is  the  fupreme  judge  and  magiftratc 
rf  it,  excepting  only  his  being  fubordinate  to  the  fupreme 
firfbunals  of  Pe-king.    He  fits  as  prefident  of  the  provincial 
courts,  and  fuperintends  all  the  governors,  judges,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  inferior  ones,  as  well  as  the  governors  of  all  the 
tities  of  the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  order,  and  all  the  infe- 
ffor  magiftrates  of  every  diflrift.     Every  city,  befides  its  own  Warit* 
governor  and  tribunal,  is  divided  into  a  certain  number  of 
%M:ds,  every  one  of  which  hath  its  own  refpeftive  head,  who 
B  as  anfwerable  to  the  governor  for  every  mifdemeanor  that 
'kappens  ^dthin  iiis  precinft,  as  the  mafter  of  every  family  is 
to  him  for  what  is  done  within  his  own  walls,  whether  by 
dxildren,  fervants,  or  lodgers ;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  as  of  a 
tamalt,  robbery,  murder,  and  the  like,  the  houfes  on  each 
^Mc  are  fo  for  what  is  committied  in  that  one.     Not  only  the  Guard md, 
ptesof  each  city,  but  even  of  each  ward,  are  (hut  up  at  ^^ch. 
*!%hts,  and  kept  by  a  fufficient  guard,  who  watch  over  all 
tbtpafies  within  their  refpeftive  boundaries';  feize  on  all  dif- 
orderly  perfons,  fufpicious  ftrarigers,  and  all  night-walkers,         ^      " 
who  can't  give  a  good  account  of  their  errand,  and  bring 
them  on  the  next  morning  to  the  governor,  to  be  either  pu- 
nilhcd  or  releafed  :  but,  for  this,  we  fhall  refer  the  reader  to 
what  hath  been  faid  in  the  firft  feftion  •*.    One  thing,  which  we  Commom 
'ffidnot  there  take  notice  of,  we  fhall  add,  concerning  their  ex-  frofiitunu 
tTHBccareof  keeping  every  part  of  the  city  in  the  profoundeft  hon^j  toU- 
'  peace  that  is  poifible ;  viz.  that  they  fufFer  none  of  their  rated. 
tommon  jproftitutes  to  live  within  the  walls,  but  in  fome 
ontfldrtsof  the  fuburbs,  bccaufe  they  are  apt  to  caufe  dif- 
•turbances.     Some  t)f  the  governors  will  oblige  a  certain  num- 
ber of  them;  as  tenor  more,  to  live  together  in  one  houfe, 
*nd  under  the  care  and  government  of  a  pan,  who  fhall  be 
:  anfwerable  for  their  behaviour.     Some  governors  will  even 
deny  them  the  liberty  of  living  within  their  diftrifts,   and 
fcverely  punifh  as  many  as  are  found  to  do  fo  after  fuch  a 
prohibiten  ;  fo  that  they  can,  at  the  moft,  be  faid  to  be  but 
'  barely  tolerated  «.    ' 

*  Du  HALDEi.ubi  fup.  p.  262,  &  feq.       <*  Sec  before,  p.  21, 
kfe^,  &(E).      «  Du  Hald^,  ubi  fup.  p.  265.  &  al. fup.  citat. 

Every 


rhi'vici"      ]@7fti^T  ptovuide,  befide;  its  owa  no£U»h  W^^.  - 

rwyandbh  txAtnoi  mandarins,  which  are  fubordinate;  and  nugKt 

mofi^arins  f^ch  an  cQe^al  chock  Co  bim*  that  it  would  be  impftSibit 

/^'«*JV  him  to  be  j^uijty  of  m^lrsicchiuniihration  wi^thoat  thai;    l^^^M^ 

^^^      l^  apd  conpivance :  but  the  mlsfbrtui^fi  y^  they  £ii4  ijup 

'^^^       much  their  intereft  to  wink  at  one  another's  cric^,  th^  ^ 

people  are.'  fleeced  and  oppreflled  by  them  aU  in  tk$ar  tiuaf* 

The  firft  clafs  of  thefe  mandarins  are  the  judges  of  the  cou|[||J 

who  determine  civil  and  criminal  caufes ;  the  next  attend 

affairs  of  the  treafury  and  revenue ;  and  the  third  coi 

Zme  'wife  over  the  militia.    All  thefe,  according  to  the  Chinefe 

Jtate  ma-    tutbn,  ought  to  remain  in  their  offices  no  longer  than 

xim,        years;  and  are  never  to  be,  natives  of  the  province  wl 

they  officiate,  left,  if  they  be  of  meandefcent,  they 

be  defpifed ;  and,  if  rich,  they  ibould  be  too  well  ref| 

or  become  too  powerful,  in  it.    This  is  efteemedone  of 

wife  maxims  in  politics,  in  which  they  excel ;  to  which 

9iay  add  another,  equally  juft  and  falutary,  if  ftrifUy  k< 

viz^,  never  to  fell  any  office,  but  to  confer  them  <m  pecft 

merely  out,  of  regard  to  their  merit,  learning,  and  probig^ 

and  to  allow  them  fufficient  falaries,  that  they  may  be  coslfif^ 

to  difcharge  their  offices,  and  adminifter  juftice  without  iof 

or  bribery. 

Their  palaces,  and  places  of  refidence,  are  likewife  pr^' 

vided  for  them  at  the  charge  of  the  government,  to  prewil 

E/udedfy  their  running  into  profufion  of  furniture,  &c*  aotwithftafi4' 

$lfem.        iog  all  which  wife  precautions,  thofe  governors  and  maafe 

rins  find  means  of  amaffing  vaft  eftates  in  thofe  few  years,  aofi 

to  conceal  then:  extortions  from  the  emperor  j   fo  that  it: 

plainly  appears  they  all  in  general  combine  to  conceal  th#i 

from  him,  that  they  may  more  eaiily  divide  the  fpoil  amcig 

Extortitm  themfelves.     Thus  we  are  told  the  fupreme  tribunal  al  f^ 

and  fraud'  king  extorts  vaft  fums  from  the  viceroys  of  the  province«>  id 

run  thro"    thefe  .again  from  the  mandarins  under  them,  who,  by  asdjlr 

thenuhoU  quence,  muft  fleece  their  inferior  officers;  and  all  of  th^l 

nation.      jQi^  hands  in  oppreffing  the  people,  whp  dare  neither  reiA 

nor  complain,  for  fear  of  being  ruined.     Upon  the  whole, 

the  Chinefe  appear  to  be  little  better  than  a  nation  of  l^nd 

hypocrites,  who  boaft  of  the  equity  and  excellence  'of  their 

laws,  and  ftick  at  no  violation  of  them ;  and,  under  the  fiuitft 

.     .  outfide,  and  pretence  of  juftice  and  probity,  indulge  theffl' 

felves  in  all  manner  of  extortigns,  fraud,  and  villainy :  fer   \ 

we  muft  not  imagine  this  fhameful  depravity  and  cprruptioa 

to  be  confined  to  the  placemen,  and  officers  of  the  govemmccf, 

it  being  obferved  to  run  no  lefs  through  all  the  infia-ior  ranks, 

ffO^^  th?  richfft  ^^di^nt^  mi  Watde&i^  tP-th^loweft  jwrfief 

or 
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It  ^SMclttirfc,  who,  thottgh  ttey  oumoc  opprcfi  like  the  gitftt 

klHM»»  are  comfiKmly  g|v«fl  to  €heatifig  and  t<Mat&og  all  di«f 

I  dbdiK^;  infomuch  that  there  ia  fcarce  any  countrf  in  th«> 

^  4^^  where  oj^dTion,  corrtiption,  and  all  mantitr  (k  ftrnd^ 

fti&Qreuniv^&Uy  prafi^ed^  accordii^tothetifiaidmott^rfpvM 

idf  all  who  have  writteii  of  it. 

!  -  T^fiRE  may  be  added  another  eaiife  of  thu  general  cor*  KaUSfy 
|mpdon;  viz.  thdr  conftitmion  not  allowing  of  hereditary  w#  i&imir^ 
tbbility,  or  diftlnfHoA  of  quality^  but  fiaoh  as  arifte  frtai  tfadr  ^^* 
■%ffices^  and  the  dignities  beftowed  on  them  by  the  emperor ;  -    ' 

"h  that  tho'  a  man  be  arrived  at  fome  of  the  higheft  of  ik&&^  -    * 

^fet  his  chiidren  have  (Kll  their  fortunes  to  make ;  and  if  they 
Jteier  want  ability,  or  are  given  to  ptea&re,  may,  and  do 
Wten,  deicend  to  the  lowed  rank  and  occupations':  the  pre-  ^tuttir 
Mlmting  of  which,  by  making  fome  handfome  provifion  for^^fi  ff 
^Atm,  or  getting  them  into  fome  citil  or  military  po(b,  by  ^^^ 
SBnt  of  prefents,  proves  a  new  iburce  of  avarice  and  corrup*  ^«^f*^ 
j^n ;  to  fay  nothig  of  the  figure,  ftate,  and  retinue,  which  ^t*^^*"  * 
nNhofe  mihifters  are  obliged  to  keep  tip  ;  all  whkh,  added  to 
''die  exactions  they  labour  under  from  thoTe  above  them,  help 
■  '10  keep  them  poor,  craving,  and  extorting. 
'  Even  the  princes  of  the  blood,  who  are  alone  iitkled  to 
Ac  dignity  erf"  nobles  by  birth  (except  the  family  of  Ac  great 
-  toi^msj  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  by-and-by),  are  fubje^bed 
p  to  the  fame  neceffity  of  bribing  the  kolaws  and  infpeftors,  in 
[  %rder  to  get  into,  or  preTerve  themfdves  in,  fuch  high  pofti  , 
I  iu  the  emperor  is  pleafed  to  nominate  them  to ;  and,  in  order 
i  "to  keep  up  the  grandeur  of  their  rank,  prove  often  as  vora- 
'   dous  as  the  matidirins  ;  and  as  for  thofe  who  cannot  obtain  Princes  ^ 
fcae  ftch  advantageous  pofts,  they  are  often  forced  to  con-  the  bloody 
csed  tfife  only  badge  of  their  rank  (which  is  a  yellow  girdle,  nioho» 
ahd  Is  common  to  all  the  imperial  race),  becaufe  they  cannot 
tppear  in  an  equipage  fuitable  to  it :  and  yet  it  muft  be  ob- 
faved  here,  that,  by  thefe,  are  not  meant  the  defcendaiits  of 
the  former  Ckin^fi  monarchs,  whofe  race  is  quite  e^^tindl  (Y), 

but 

(Y)  We  fliallfcc,  in  the  hifto-  lowcft    poverty:   the   grcate^ 

I    ileal  part,  how  every  dynafty  part  of  them  deftroyed  by  the 

'    endeavoured  to  extirpate  thole  prates,  who  made  themfelves 

tf  the  foregoing.     We  are  told,  maftcrs  of  Pe-kingi  and  thofe 

ftat,  at  the  time  of  the  con-  who  efcaped  were  forced  to  lay 

qoeft,    Acre  were  ftill   above  afide  their  yelW  girdle,  change 

3000  famili&s  of  thefe  prince^  their  nami^s,  and  mij^  themfelves 

of  the  dynafty  of  Ming,  in  the  with  the  people.    It  was  but 

6x^  of  Kjang'chevjy  feveral  of  lately  that  one  of  them,  who 

Viios|i  WW  r?di|c^  10  ^9  Wft$  reduced  to  be  a  ftrvant  of 
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tat  tbofe  of  the  Tartarian  emperors^   who  are  not  ^fmSs^ 
q^uentiy  abote  five  generations  backwards ;  but  whoare, 
^ef,  multiplied  to  fome  thoufands  in  that  (h(xt  time  ;  fckf% 
fpmyf  as  well  as  poverty;  caufing  them  to  increafe  to  fuch  i|', 
degree,  that  their  penfipns  and  appen^e  are  thereby  contiaui^ 
k&nedy  for  they  are  allowed  neither  lands  nor  eftates  ^»  j 

As  to  the  family  of  Ksmg^fi^t/e,  or  Confucius^  above-meM 
tionedy  they  are  ftill  to  this  day  looked  upon  as  the  moil 
^^ble,  or  indeed  the  only,  nobility,  not  only<Mi  accouoft 
of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  that  excellent  philofopher, 
likewife  on  account  of  its  great  antiquity,  it  having  been 
tiaued  in  a  direA  fucceifion  for  above  2000  years,  from  one 
ius  nephews,  .who  is,  on  that  account,  ftyled  S/nng-jin-tizfii' 
or  the  nephew  of  the  .great  fage.     There  has  been  always 
of  the  femily  honoured  with  the  title  of  Kong,  or  dake, 
the  place  of  that  philofopher's  birth  bath  beea  always  gp- 
verned  by  a  mandarin  of  that  family.     Upon  the  wholes  ^ 
we  except  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  Confucian 
the  Chinefe  nation  may  be  rightly  (aid  to  be  divided  only 
ihree  clafles  ;  viz.  the  mandarins,  the  literati,'  and  the 
beians ;  which  diftindVion  feems  to  have  been  thus  fettled  If) 
the  Tartarian  emperors  fince  the  conqueft,  as  the  moil  efiftf 
tual  to  keep  their  new  dominions  in  greater  fubjedion  and  kb^^ 
peadence. 

,  There  is  one  more  excellent  piece  of  politics  among  thofc 
^onarchs,  worth  taking  notice  of,  and  whidi  we  fhall  cloft< 
this  article  with ;  viz.  their  obliging  the  petty  kings;,  thdB« 
tributaries,  the  viceroys,  mandarins,  and  other  great  ofBcers^i 
to  fend  their  children  to  court,  vnder  pretence  indeed  of' 
giving  them  a  better  education,  but  in  reality  to  remain  theici 
as  hodages  for  their  fathers  good  behaviour  and  loyalty^: 
and  to  prevent  their  forgetting  their  duty  to  the  emperor* 
With  the  fame  view  he  obliges  thofe  great  minifters  themfelve^ 
as  well  as  the  princes  Iris  valTalS)  to  refide  at  court  during  i 


^  Dv  Halde,  &  al.  fap.  citat. 


the  miflionaries,  being  difcover- 
ed  to  be  of  the  royal  blood  of 
Ming,  was  forced  to  flee,  to 
avoid  a  worfe  fa.te  from  the 
Tartars,  who  were  in  fearch 
after  him  (17);  fo  that  nohp  are 
now  fly  led  princes  of  the  biood, 
,  tut  thofe  who  are  related  to  the 

(17)  Du  Halde,  uhiju^ra,  ^.  269, 


prefent  imperial  family ;  and,  ifi 
favour  of  thefe,  they  Bavc  cre- 
ated five  honorary  titles,  the 
higheft  of  which,  that  of  Koi^, 
anfwers  to  our  dukes,  and  die 
others  to  our  marquifes,  earls, 
vifcounts,  tsff.  (18). 


(18)  Niewbtff,  Navarett.  ^  at, 

certam 
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IsibrtalA  time,  Xd  aitend   on  the  prince  by  turns;   during 
Ij'^iRluch  time  none  of  them  dares,    on    any  pretence,  repair 
f^iakher  to  didr  refpeftive  governments,  or  to  their  own  pa- 
HMsal  eftates,  ^thout  his  particular  leave,  under   the  fe* 
lieftifl  penalties  \    neither  dare  any  of  them   difpenfe  with 
,{Af$  attendance,  except  by  a  fpccial  licence,  without  the  ma- 
iMfeft  hazard  of  cxpofing  their  families  to  the  fevereft  refent- 
^Waie  c^  thofe  je^ous  monarchs^  ;  and  this  we  may  alfo  look 
»n  as  another  fource  of  the  avarice  and  corruption  of  tho& 
it-  minifters  ;  who  arc  not  only  obliged  to  appear  them- 
Ives,  biit  to  mmntain  thdr' families  there,  in  thegreataeft 
that  their  circumftances  can  poi&bly  allow  ;  all  which 
never  be  done  by  their  bare  falary,  if  what  moft  authors 
us^be  true»  that  the  hig^eft't>f  them  doth  not  amount  to 
above  2000  crowns  a  year  *». 
Bt  what  we  have  juft  now  hinted  of  the  numerous  and  TheJ^kn^ 
'id  appearance  of  thefe  grandees,  the  reader  may  eafUy  dor  of  the 
at  the  magnificence  of  the  imperial  court;  and  indeed,  imperial 
aU  the  accounts  we  have  of  it,  nothing  can  be  imagined  "*'"'• 
lie  grand  and  fuperb,  efpecially  when  that  monarch  makes 
lAs  public  appearance,  as  he  commonly  doth  four  times  in  a 
jlttQittfa,  at  which  times  he  is  accompanied  by  all  thofe  tribu- 
i^jbuy,  kings,  viceroys,  mandarins,  and  other  officers  in  wait- 
ing, to  the  number  of  4  or  5000.     As  often  as  he  is  called  jrafl  reti^^ 
Mt  of  his  palace  by  his  imperial  funftion  of  high-prieft,  and  nu€.       ^ 
fee  only  perfon  fit  to  offer  facrifices  to  ^Tyetiy  or  to  perform 
lay  other  religious  rites,  he  is  always  attended  by  feooo  men, 
fbar  dephants,  a  great  number  of  trumpets,  feveral  hundreds 
rf  1)0rfemen,  with  banners  and  other  iniignia,  all  drefled  and 
fstdomed  in  the  moft  pompous  manner ;  whilft  he  himfelf  ap- 
ilf«m  commonly  on  horfeback,  the  harnefs  covered  with  gold 
L^tiffijCi  and  glittering  with  the  richeft  variety  of  precious  ftones. 
;|TJie  umbrella  that  is  carried  over  his  head,  and  covers  him 
r«nd  his  horfe,^fparkles  fo  with  diamonds,  that  the  e5^e  can 
[^hardly  bear  the  luftre  of  them,  efpecially  on  a  clear  funfliine. 
j*One  hundred  large  ^It  lanterns  with  flambeaux  are  carried 
pbefore  it ;    and,  after  him,  follow  all  the  tributary  kings, 
t*]vin(3es  rf  the  blood,  aoo  mandarins  and  minifters  of  the  firft 
[*raak,  2000  commanders  of  his  army,  500  youth  of  quality, 
[:attended  each  by  two  footmen  jdrefTed  in  fine  coronation  filk, 
ridily  embroidered  with  gold,  iilver,  itc. 

His  retinue  is  ftill  more  numerous  whenever  he  goes  out 
of  his  capital  upon  any  particular  expedition,  or  to  vifit  fome    . 
places  at  a  diftance  from  it;  at  which  time  his  attendance 

8  Du  Halde,  &  al,  fup.  citat.  ^  |id.  ubi  fup  . 
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looks  more  ffite  a  little  army  than  a  priaoely  efcorte^ 
graadeft  of  all  is,  urhen  he  goes  out  to  l^  the  \  ' 
fionof  hunting,  a^  he  cngnmonly  doth  in  the  [ 
Lyau-4ong^  withottt  thegreat  wall  ^  orin  ibme  c^  the  i 
/the  frontiers  of  Tartary  »*  at  vhich  tune  he  i$  atteoded] 
40  army  of  40,000  hor(e,  ftadosed  at  proper  diftance^V 
•theroady  3000  Tartarian  archers^  anda.  party  of  ' 
riding  brfore  and  after  him>  befides  his  ufual  retinue 
blesy  inceroySy  courtiers,  6rc* 

It  tt  on  thefe  occafions  that  thfii  Tartarian  prisuc 
▼aflSdsor  tributaries,  to  the  number  of  durty^or  fort^; 


Vafiri' 
mtmu* 


him  hy  bis  <ABged  to  Come  and  pay  their  homage  to  him,  in  the  \ 
nfmJfaU.     fpiendid  equipages,  and  with  a  rednue  fuitafek  to  these  i 
for,  tho*  vaffids,  or  trihutaiy  to  him>  they  areAiU  pecs 
to  bear  the  tide  of  Chams^  or  emperors,  aod  ftdve  %> 
the  noUeft  appeavanoe  they  can,  and  to  <wtvie  Oiie 
ift  the  ^lendor  of  their  train :  all  which  ftill  adds  more  la 
and  magniiioence  to  that  of  the  Chinefe  mooarch^  and 
fe         efieftnal  means  of  keeping  thofe  princes,  more  SkssAjXok  \ 
obedience;  becaule  lie  commonly  obliges  them  with. 
ttarks  c^  his  favour  on  all  ftich  occafions,  either  by  boft^ 
foine  of  his  daughters  on  them,  maiung  them  ibme.< 
aible  pref<Mits,  or  affifting  them  with  fome  of  lus  fcHTOeSi  | 
protef):  them  from  the  weftcrn  or  Mufce/vite  Tartars. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  reckon  what  the  imperial  revenue  i 
tef,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  it  is  paid  in  goods  as  w^ 
ipecic. «  Niewhcff  computed  it  at  about  thtrty-feven: 
fterling  psr  anmum^:  and  Le €<mpte  only  to  twent^rHmej 
,  twenty-two  miUions  ^ ;  others,  a$  MagaiMan^  M^tmi^ 
tfavarettay    ftill  differ  from  th^n,  and  from  ea^h  Qt[ 
which  (hews  there  muft  be  eidxer  (bme  confideraUe  flu 
in  it,  or,  which  is  more  likely,  too  great  a  difficulty  to 
at  ^  exaft  calculation  of  it*    The  laft  author  that 
upon  it  makes  the  whole  to  amount  to  about  zoq>qoo»o 
taeis"^,  each  tael  weighing  an  ounce  of  filver,  worth 
'French  ibis,  or  fomewhat  above  five  of  chit  IhiUiagSy 
Will  be  above  equivalent  to  fifty  mtUioQs  fteriisig,    1 
/«  goods,   grain,  fuch  as  rice,  wheat,  and  miUet,  is  computed, 

nihus  armisy  at  40,155,490  facks,  each  &dc  weighing 

pounds;  the  fait  to  1,315,937  loaves,  each  loaf  ^ 

50  pounds ;  beans  for  his  hories,  210,470  iacks ;  trailes4 

'  See  before,  p.  94,  Se  feq.  See  Maktini*  Navaretta,  1 
CoMPTE,  Du  Hald«,  &c.  ^  Dutch  AmbaiTy.  ^  Sc 
of  China,  part  2.  let.  i,  "     Du  Haj.db,  ubi  i 

p.  224.    See  alio  before,  p.  34,  &  k^.  &  alib.  paff. 

ha? 
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tfjraadflraw,  22,598,597  ^  wrought  filksaodftuffsy  t^ipS^O 

fonuds  weight,  CAch  pound  of  20  ounces ;  uawrought  Gik^ 

409,8p6pouads;  calliccv  367,480  pieces;  linen  doth,  560,9801 

kfides  vaft  quantities  of  velvet,  fattin,  damaik,  and  other 

lilks;  china-ware^   varniih,   oil,   oxen,  (heep,  hogs,  decrv 

vild  a^d  tame  fowl,  fifli,  pot*herbs,  meal,  bifcuits,  butteiv 

rioegar,  fruits,  fpices,  and  other  proviiions,  and  ieveiai  foitt 

of  wines,  6r.  ;    all  which  are    annually  brought  into  the 

place  by  the  imperial  barks,  amounting  to  9999^  of*  acqord- 

tq  toothers,  10,000  (Z),  and  employed  by  the  emperor  in 

othering  and  bringing  his  revenue  from  every  province  to 

«s  capital  \    All  thde  proviiions  are  levied  on  the  fubjeAs,  Trihatif 

IS  particular  duties  on  their  refpeAive  lands  :  for  it  appears  htiw 

bm  all  our  accoimts  of  that  empire,  that  lands  are  th^  en-  rmfed. 

JDjred  in  property,    and  not  at  the  prince's  difpofal,  as  in 

pdier.  parts  of  buUa ;  and  hence  it  comes  that  the  tenants  Landshvm 

sit  here  conunonly  very  poor,  becaufe  they  farm  the  landb  held  and 

fiom  the  owners  at  the  rate  of  half  the  crop,  out  of  which  ^*^- 

&  landlord  pays  the  taxes;  and  the  tenant,  out  of  hls^  pajs 

4e  tillage  and  manure «, 

Another  part  of  the  revenue  aiiies  from  the  tribute  kid 
tt  ev^  male  in  the  empire  that  is  above  20,  and  under6o, 
y»%  of  age ;  and  is  f^d  to  amount  to  an  immenfe  fum^ 
tiioogh  we  are  not  told  how  great  (A).    The  third  is  levied 

out 

• 

'  SeeMARTiNi,  Macaill  an,Li|  Comftb,  NAVAaE-rr  a, Dv 
Hav»s,  ftc.    See  before,  p.  12.  ^  lid.  ibid. 

(Z)  Moft  authors  tell  as,  that  added  another  barge,   out  of 

ffe  former  is  the  true  number  of  contempt  to  the  Chifie/e  fuperlli- 

^  barges,  which  the  Chinefe  don  or  folly,  we  are  not  told. 

Pwfe  to  the  latter,  as  carrying  (A)  There  have  been  rec- 

ii  more  pompous  foand  :    for  Itoncd  formerly,  we  arctold(  20)^ 

Wkhrcafon  they  will  not  add  above  58,000,000  of  perfons 

<*cmorcto  11(19).    Whether  that  paid  this  tribute;  and,  at 

^  Chinefi  were  ever  guilty  of  the  poll  taken  in  the  emperor 

•J^wapicceof  pride,  orwhe-  Kang-hi*^    reign,    there    were 

wit  was  not  rather  done  out  found  1 1,052,872  families,  and 

^afoperftioous  regard  to  the  59,788,364  men  able  to  bear 

jj*^  9  four  times  repeated,  arms,  exclnfive  of  the   princes 

^cw'dlnot  afiirm.    Du  HaUe  officers,     civil    and     military, 

ftakesufeof  the  round  number  difcharged  foldiers,  literati,  li- 

JOjOoo;  but  whether  to  conceal  centiates,  dodlors,  bonzas,  and 

J^irwe^nefs  in  thatp^int,  or  all  males  under  20,  and  above 

becaafe  the  fartars  have  fince  60 ;  all  which  muft  amount  to 

{')]  D«  BahU^  Mfup,  p.  224.  Su  ^efon,  f.  \z,  Q  frp       (20)  Id.  ibid. 

an 


t6o  The  Hifiory  of  CJuna.  B.q 

eat  of  the  miocs  and  manufaflures  of  the  country :  befidc^^ 
in  which,  the  emperor  hath  power  to  raifc  new  taxes  ad  thel 
people  \i?henevcr  the  exigencies  of  ftate  require  it ;  but,  4o6 
already  fettled  being  commonly  more  tiikn  iufficient  to  anfvor 
all  his  expences,  he  is  fo  far  froxh  making  ufe  of  that  power, 
•  Aat  there  fcarcely  pafles  a  year  in  which  he  doth  not  eafi 
feme  one  or  more  provinces  of  a  great  part  of  their  tribute^ 
if  they  happen  to  labour  under  any  famine,  or  other  puldic 
calamity  ^ 

jr  .  .  As  polygamy  is  allowed  both  in  Tartary  and  China,  thi 
mnnjis  and^^P^^^  ^^^^  commonly  a  good  number  of  wives,  tho'  tw| 
tmcuthet  ^^  ^^^  ^^  properly  called  emprefsy  or  fele^l  conjort,  wb 
alone  is  allowed  to  lit  at  table  widi  him.  Among  thofc 
the  next  order  are  reckoned  nine  of  a  fecond,  and  thirty 
the  third  rank,  and  all  of  them  ftyled  wives.  Next  to  tfia 
are  thofe  ftyled  queens,  but  are  in  reality  rather  concubSw 
and  of  thefe  he  takes  as  great  a  number  as  he  pleafes, 
kceps^  them  in  different  apartments  from  the  former,  excq 
he  fliould  take  a  particular  fancy  to  any  one  of  them,  i 
bring  her  into  the  inward  court  (B).    But,  in  genaal, 

flm* 

.    >  Martini,   Magaillan,   Lb  Comptb,  Navaretta,! 
Du  Haloe,  ubi  fup.  p.  244,  &  feq. 

animmenfe  number,  feeing  the  emperor^'s  charity,  till  tbeybvl 

very  bonzas  are  computed  at  confumed  what  is  equivalent  tt 

^  above  1,000,000,  and  the  licen-  their  arrears  (21). 

tiates,  or  literary  bachelors,  to        (B)  Martini  relates  a  fingobl 

90,000.  ^ry  of  one  of  this  lait  fort  0 

The  whole  land,    and    the  ladies,  named  Pa«,  \vho,  forki 

number  of  faj(nilies,  being  duly  wit,  beauty,   and  fingular  pni^ 

furveyed,  it  is  eafy  to  compute  dence,  was  become  fuch  a  grei 

what  each  province,  city,  and  favourite  of  the  emperor  CA^ 

diftrift,  is  to  pay  yearly  to  the  hi,  or  Kang-hi,  that  he  could  tf 

tax-gatherers ;     but    thefe,     it  longer  brook  that  fhe  (hod| 

feems,    are    not    permitted  to  lodge  in  outward  and  inferiil 

feize  the  goods  of  thofe  who  palaces,  allotted  to  thofe  of  btf 

are  flow  in  their  payments,  or  rank,  but  refolved  to  bring  hef 

even  refufe  it,    which  would  into  one  of  thofe  more  fplcBdH 

ruin  their  families :   the  only  ones  of  the  inward  court ;  bat 

courfe     they    take,    is    either  which  (he  refufed,  with  a  mo* 

baftonading    or  imprifonment,  dcfty  peculiar  to  her,  .and  ii] 

or  quartering  upon  them  fome  words  to.  this  efFeft :  **  I  bare 

of  the  old  men  of  each  'city,  **  learned  from  fome  of  our  »n- 

which  are  maintained  by    the  ''  tient  paintings,  for  I  am  ig' 

'  {zi)  Du  lialde,  ubi  fup,  f>»  244* 

Z"     **  norant 
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ttkt^  thfe  iftdft  rttptfi  and  favout-  w  thofe  ^ho  brjng  him 

fiioft  ehildi-eh,  ahd  efpedally  to  the  tncther  of  the  jfirfl  fbn» 

Acmgh  they  atie  dl  inferior  td  the  imperial  confbrt,  and 

tkSj^  to  llWait  oh  her  whilft  ftie  fits  at  tablfe  with  him.  How- 

Mti  Urith  Itfpeft  tb  their  fchildren,  thofe  df  the  lower  ra^nk 

ftuid  as  godd  a  chance  to  fucceed  In  the  empire  a^  thofe  of  die 

fifft,  Ibmlfc  <rf*thdtt  hating  been  tiaiki  to  that  dignity  by  the 

bsdte  1*fll  dnd  nomination  of  the  eilipcror ;  for  tho'  he  com- 

ftonly  bdbWs  fdttiti  high  title  on  thofe  women  he  takes  lo  hij 

bed,  efpeciaBy  when  they  are  the  danghters  or  fifters  of  fome 

Tartarian  princes,  yet  doth  it  not  appeal*  that  he  ever  en- 

dotvsi  her  by  any  contraft,  or  other  engagement,  as  (hali  in* 

title  htT  Ufte  by  him  to  thfc  fncteffion;  no,  not  even  the  em- 

ptcfs  codbrt,  thorrgh  flie  be  at  the  head  of  all  the  reft  (C)  | 

fcr  that  right  of  naming  a  fncceflbr  hfe  wholly  i-eferves  to 

Utefelf. 
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<*  iiorant  of  l6tt^i,  that  good 
^  emperors  adihitied  none  near 
"  their  perfons  bot  the  wlfeft 
'*  and  moft  faithful  minifteri  % 
**  and  that  bad  ones,  on  the 
*'  contrary,  deliehted  to  have 
^  fuch  women  about  them  as 
**  debauched  them  into  the 
^  gr^teft  irregularities  and 
**  crimes.  You  arc  now  defi- 
•*  rbas  to  prefer  me  to  youf  own 
•*  k^perial  coftfort :  but  take 
**  care,  left,  by  fuch  a  fkep,  you 
*'  do  not  b^gtn  to  tread  in  thofe 
"  of  lacked  moiiarchs.  As 
'^  for  me,  who  have  a  ilncere 
^  lovef  and  efteem  for  you,  who 
**  am  always  proud  of  being 
**  colilmerided  by  you,  and  the 
*  height  of  ^1  whofe  wifhes 
•*  b^  to  fee  you  excel  daily  more 
*<  and  more  in  all  kinds  of 
^  princely  virtues,  I  cannot  con- 
**  lent  we  Ihould  increafe  the 
•<  somber,  yon  of  bad  empe- 
**  rora,.  and  I  of  wicked  wo* 
^  men.  You  have  a  worthy 
••  emprefs  at  the  head  of  your 
••  other  wives ,  and  it  is  Ker 
^  whom   you   ought  to  keep 


'*  neat  your  pcrfon,  and  noi 
<'  fuch  a  one  a&  I,  Who^m  only 
"  a  f^rvant  to  you  both."  This 
fignal  inflan^e  of  female  mo« 
deRy^  Our  author  add4,  was 
highly  applauded  by  the  em* 
peror ;  and  much  more  fo  by 
the  emprefs,  who  failed  not  19 
fend  her  her  thanks,  as  foon  as 
fhe  was  apprifed  of  it  (21). 

(C)  It  is  alfo  upon  the  fame 
politic  account  that  none  of 
thofe  wives,  or  other  ladies.,  ar« 
allowed  any  ihare  in  their  go* 
vemment  and  councils,  thongtt 
there  have  bcoi  inftaac^  of  ^ 
fome  of  them  being  much  fittet 
for  it  than  thofe  that  fat  at  tho 
helm;  but  this  is  a  maxim  which 
runs  through  moil  eaflern  coun- 
tries, that  that  fex  is  excluded 
by  nature  from  all  government, 
either  civil  or  even  domeftic ; 
and  for  that  reafon  it  is  that 
they  call  Europe  the  kingdom  of 
ladie»,  in  contempti  where,  they 
have  been  told*  they  were  fufn 
fered  to  fucceed  to  the  crown, 
and  to  be  inveiled  with  the  fo« 
vereign  power  (22^\    ^ 


<ix)  Mirtin,  Hiftor,  Sinie.  /.  x.  ttm^n  ri. 
UCoitpttj  Niewboff,  Of  al. 
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^22^  Navartttai  Martini, 

L  As 


1, 
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As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  hath  once  named  '«me  to  it,  ivhe* 
ther  ddcr  or  younger,  all  the  reft  readily  fubmit  j  and  live  iQ 
palaces  aifigned  to  them,  either  m  the  capital,  or  fome  other 
cldes^  but  without  any  government,  and  never  remove  from 
them  Without  the  emperor's  leave.     Their  appenage  is  duly 
paid  to  theni  by  the  treafurer  of  the  province  \vhere  they  rc^ 
fide,  and  live  as  private  gentlemen  ;  nor  dare  fcey  ever  com- 
plain of  an  injury  being  done  to  their  birthright,  though  the 
perfon  nominated  to  the  fucceflion,  or  upon  the  throne,  be 
ever  fo  much  younger,  which,  in  either  cafe,  would  be  inter-: 
preted  as  no  lefs  a  crime  than  ti*eafon, 
nempe-       HaVing  mentioned  the  various  apartments,  or  rather  pa- 
rial'falace  laces,  of  the  imperial  wives  and  concubines,  it  may  be  ex- 
dejcribid*    pefted  that  we  fhould  fubjqin  a  particular  defcription  of  them 
here :  but,  as  that  would  unavoidably  carry  us  beyond  pur 
bounds,  we  fliall  content  ourfelves  with  referring  our  readers 
to  what  we  have  faid  on  this  head  in  the  laft  feftion,  when  we 
were  defcribing  the  metropolis  of  Pe-king  "^ ;  and  only  mentiofl 
here  that  ftately  part  of  it  called  the  hali  of  audience,  where 
foreigi)  ambafladors  arc  admitted  to  the  imperial  prefence,  itf 
order  to  give  them  a  clearer  idea  of  that  augtijft  ceremony. 
iiallofau'      THIS  noble  fabric  ftandsin  one  of  the  inner  courts  of  the 
dUncede-    palace,  and  in  the  centre  of  a  fquare  folid  bafis,  of  an  extra- 
Jeribei.      ordinary,  bignefs,  the  top  of  which  is  furrounded  by  a  fpa- 
doHS  baiuftrade,  and  over  h  another  building  fomewhat  lefs^ 
and  over  that  three  more,  all  decreafing  in  fize  as  they  do  ia 
height,  and  all  of  them  of  white  marble.     On  the  upper- 
moft  of  'thefe  is  a  large  room  of  ftate,    fupported  by  four 
rows  of  pillars  of  a  confiderable  height,  and  beautifully  g^f 
and  varniflijsd,  where  the  imperial  throne  is  placed,  and  the 
roof  covered  with  (hining  yellow  tiles.     Thofe  vaft  bafes,' 
with  their  baluftrades,  which  are  dipofed  in  form  of  an  am- 
Jfehitheatre,  make  a  magnificent  appearance ;  and,  with  the'u: 
Reception   ^rnifti  and  gilding,  quite  dazzle  the  eye.     Here  the  empen 
efambaf^  ror,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  his  grandees,  and  prime 
fadors.       minifters,  in  their  robes,  by  the  princes  of  the  blood, .  tribu- 
tary kings,  fbQ-  all  proftrate  on  their  faces  before  the  throne; 
^nd  each  of  them  at  a  proper  diftance  from  it,  according  tcf 
dieir  rank,  gives  audience  to  the  ambafladors,  who  are  con- 
duced to  the  throne  by . fome  of  the  viceroys  in  waiting,  Tlic 
throne  is  raifed  about  three  or  fdur  feet  from  the  ground,  in 
the  fafhionof  an  altar,  and  covered,  with  fables,  on  which  thp 
•    emperor  fits  crofs-legged,  after  the  mariner  of  the  Tartars^ 
The  thronf  It  is  placed  againft  the  farther  wall,  facing  the  eaflern  en-* 
defcnhd* 

^  See  before,,  p.  25,  &  feq, 

3  ,  trance  J 


(Ct:  Tii  Hiftofj  if  chifla: 
trance;  add  opens  with  two  folding-doors,  curioiifly  carved 
and  painted.  It  is  about  three  fathoms  high,  and  as  many  is 
breadth  ;  and  before  it  are  two  afoents»  with  fix  fteps  each,* 
adorned  with  rails  beautifully  wrought  and  gilt.  The  plat* 
form  on  which  it  is  raifed  is  likewife  eacampafTed  with  a  ba* 
Juftrade  of  curious  workmanfliip,  and  cither  of  beaten  gold,' 
or  of  filver  deeply  gilt.  '  * 

The  hall  itfelf  is  about  thirty  fathoms  long,  and  ten  broad  ♦ 
the  fides  and  top  curioufly  pannelled,  carved  and  vamifhcd ; 
and  the  floor  covered  with  carpets  reprefenfing  landfchape^ 
and  hiflories,  with  variety  of  figures  and  ornaments.  As  to 
what  relates  to  the  ceremony  pf  receiving,  and  giving  audience 
to,  {omga  ambafladors,  the  reader  may  fee  the  molt  material 
part  of  it  in  the  next  note  (D),  as  wet  have  chiefly  taken  it  from' 
the  relation  which  his  e»^eUency  Mr.  Izbrands  Mes^  formerly 

ambaflfador 


\ti 


(D)  He  was,  he  fays,  con- 
Idufted  to  the  palace  by  three 
Imandarins,  in    their  robes  of 
[ftate,  richly  embroidered  with 
gold  on  the  bread  and  back, 
tome  with  figures  of  dragons; 
others  with  lions,  and  a  thirxl 
fort  with    cranes   and   tygers. 
'   TBcfe  brought  him  fifty  horfes 
,   for  him  and  his  retinue ;  and, 
J   being  alighted  at  the  gate  of  the 
outward  court,  he  pafled  thro' 
'    five  others,  and  came  to  the 
liall  of  audience.      Here   he 
found  his  majefty  feated  upon 
lus  throne,  attended   by  a  vaft 
number  of  mandarins,  and  de- 
livered his  credentials  to  him ; 
and,  after  a  fliort  fpeech,  was 
ie€ondu£ied  to  his  houfe  with 
the  fame  ceremony  and  attend* 
ancc.  The  emperor  was  drefled 
in  a   dark  -  coloured    damafk 
Waiftcoat,  a  coat  of  deep  blue 
fkttin,  lined  with  ermines;  he, 
had  a  firing  of  coral  about  his 
neck,  and  on" his  head  a  cap  - 
faced  with  fable,   with  a  red 
filk  tuft  or  knot,  and  fome  pea^ 
oock-feathers  hanging  down  be- 
hind, and  boots  or  bofkins  of 
black  velvet  on  his  legs;  but 


had    neither  gold  nbr  jewels 
about  him. 

He  was  afterwards  invited  to 
an  entertainment,  at  court,    to 
which  he  was  conducted  by  the 
fame  attendance  as  before ;  and, 
after  having  crofTed  fix  eourts^ 
was  introduced  into  the  palace, 
where,  foon  after  his  entrance, 
the  emperor  feated  himfelf  on  a 
high  throre,  attended  by  fome 
perfons  who  played  very  fincl/ 
on  the  fmall  flute,  and  a  life* 
guard  of  twelve  men  with  hal^ 
berts   gilt,    and   without  any 
point,  but  adorned  with  leo* 
j^rds  and  tygers  tails.  •  As  footf 
as  the  emperor  was  feated,  the 
mnfic  ceafed,  and  the  Halberdiers 
fat  down  crofs- legged  on  each 
fide  of  the  throne.     The  vice* 
roy,  the  emperor's  uncle,  and 
two  other  grandees,    flood  on 
each  fide  of  his  majefty ;  and 
theambaflador  wt«  at  firft placed 
about  eight  yards  diftahce  from 
him,  but  was  prefcntly  after  orw 
dered  to  come  nearer  to  him« 
The  viceroy,   who  received  his 
majefty 's  command  on  iii$  knees, 
condudted  him,  by  the   hand, 
four  yards  nearer  to  the  throne, 
L  a  whilft 


toba&ddr  t^  die  erapafwSihc/t^ixifra*!  t^ 


^ 


tvhilA  his  iictinue  were  placed 
about  Cei^  or  twelve  yards  be- 
hind kim.  Here  the  emperor 
fent  again  the  viceroy  to  moaire 
after  the  Czar's  health  ;  and  re* 
turned  his  excell^ncy^s  anfwer 
to  Kim  i^  the  fame  kneeHtkg 

The  acmihg  6(  th«  tmft* 
for*t  taMe,  nthich  was  of  yei* 
low  imoatQh  being  taken  off", 
the  ambaifador,  who  had  one 
fpead  for  him^lf,  was  deiired* 
to  fait  to,  as  were  alfo  about 
aoo  xpodarinsmoie,  who  were 
ieated  two  and  two  at  their  ta-^ 
bles  alfo.    They  all  fat  crofs* 
legijgsd  upon  carpets,  and  the 
aoibafiador  was  forced  to  fub* 
mit  ^  that  uiieafy  poilure.  The 
entertaiiunent  confifted  of  cold 
si93tst  and  fniits^:  and^  aiaon^ 
1^  fiiraiery  tha  eiaperdr  feaC 
his  excdkncy  a  cold  goofe,  a 
*  FS'.  ^d  aJoU  of  muttony  all 
toailed.     Three  Jefuits.  being 
afterwards  fent  for  to  ferve  as> 
interpreters^  and  having  paid 
ihcjx  refpe^  to  the  thirooe  oa 
^ir  ku^se^  (HUfi  of  them  was 
•rdered  19  atfc  bis  excelleivcy 
^eral  <|Uiftion»  concerning  hi» 
joHraey,  the  lea^h  and  manner 
of  it  y  and»  bavinf  coannuui* 
cated  hia  anfwcr  tS  the  ampa- 
rori  the  viceroy  was  a^ki  bid. 
fo   briag   hii3»    nearer  ta   hist 
throne  $  and,  having;,  led  hinv 
live  or  fix  ^ps  b^jg^her,  fet  himr 
at  the  table  oppo^  to  the  ita.-* 
forial  i^ne^  wh«c«,  ai^r  many 
ether  ^ueSia&s,.  a  golde«  cup. 


filled  with  imii  (SL  Tarfmam 
liquor,  faid  to  be  di&iUed  im 
mares  milk)  was  handed  to  W 
by  the  viceroy ;  and,  afte  fiii 
having  draftk  feme  of  it,  Mt 
renmie,  being  orderrf  to  arf* 
tstoce  five  or  &x  yvrd»  neoiil^ 
wer#  tumtd  likdtvife  vniih  in 
Prefefttly  after  that  caraBO^Q 
the  viceroy  oondadWd  him  t^ 
his  former  place  ;  where,  after 
having  fat  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hoar,  the  emperor  areie; 
and,  falutinghim,  retired  tobii 
own  apartment ;  and  then  the 
maiularins^  eondudled  his  excel* 
lency  to  fee  a  Chine^  play  of 
the  h^oic  kind»  and  iaterlardflt 
with  a  farce  of  two  a£ts 

In  his  audience  o^  leave,  he 
obferved  a  new  kind  of  cere- 
mony, ifrhich  was  ufed  upon  the 
emperor's  being  feated  on  his 
throne;  viz.  a  herald  calliBg 
aloud  to  th€!  grandees  then  pre- 
fent  to  fiand  up,  and  bow  them- 
felves  to  the  earth  ;  which  thejr 
did  tluree  time^  the  drums  heat* 
ing,  mufic  playing,  and  bells 
rinfi^g,  all  the  whue.  His  ex* 
cellency  was  afterwards  brought 
up,  and  placed  within  nine  or 
ten  yard?  of  the  throne,  be- 
tween twoYartarian lords,  and 
there  made  his  compliiaents  \» 
the  emperor ;  after  whichi  hi 
was  recondttded  to  his  owa 
hoafe  wiith  the  ufiial  cercjn0fly> 
and  in  one  of  the  amperpr's  cha* 
riots,,  drawn  by  an  ekpM^ 


(«})  hsknnit  Urn  Amha^  r,  4,  &  fep 
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i)eeQ  more  faitable  to  tbe  chara^er  In  wKkb  he  appeared^  or 
'pi-Aaps,  as  likely,  to  the  mourning  which  the  emperor  an4 
court  were  then  in  for  the  death  <J  his  mother,  who  there* 
forechofe  to  be  feen  in  that  ftate,  rather  than  in  the  ufual 
iplendor  of  a  Chirufe  monarch  \  However,  either  of  tbofe 
audiences  fufficientfy  fliews  the  politenefe  fta4  m^gOAfieence  of 
Aat  court,  ^  well  as  the  vail  mpe£t  k  fyays  to  its  princes. 

Ws  have  :^ready  t|d»n  notice,  ibat  the  Chinejt  kw«  4i«d  neCVu 
fd^vc  ori^nai  from  tbe  Canonical  boote  of  l^e  firft  and  fecond  ^e^e  lawt 
jamk,  jof  which  books  we  have  gi^pen  an  account  ina  formqr  ^t^^  «» 
part  of  this  work  ^^    Bnt,  fls  thck  monarchs  are  the  fok  ij^-      T^n 
terpretcrs  of  rficm,  fo  that  no  fentence  caji  be  valid^  whether  *'*<^^'''« 
in  dvil  or  criminal  cafes,  how  conf'ormaUy  foevca*  to  thofe 
laws,  tin  it  hath  been  ratified  and  confirmed  by  tb^oa  ;  ajkl 
as  all  the  £di<^8  and  declarations  hav«  the  foroe  of  kwa,  uxA 
admit  of  no  dii^iue  or  demur^  under  the  ieirereft  peaakie^* 
,h  one  laay  £iy  ciiat  tli«  (blekgiiladve  power  is  lodg^  in  their 
fapeaft^  atid  wkoUy  depends  upon  their  wiU,     Whether  their 
fewer  was  tnlieody  foextenfive,  we  dare  not  fay ;  the  coi^<* 
trary  ieeras  rather  more  probable,  both  from  their  hiftory, 
and  from  the  imperial  coUeftions  of  edifts  of  the  fcveral  dy- 
nafiies,  fince  compiled  by  order  of  the  emperor  Kang-ki,  with 
ills  judicious  remarks  at  the  eud  of  almoft  every  one,  and 
written  with  the  red  pencil,  that  is,  witb  his  qwu  band,  and 
tranfiated  into  Latin  by  Father  Hsrvieu,  one  of  tfae  miifiott* 
aries  in  Chin€.    From  bodi  thde  k  appears,  that  federal  of 
thofe  antient  emperors  ha^  repealed  and  annulled  fome  of 
ihdr  old  dtabli&ed  laws  ;  and  fubfUtnted  others  in  theb*  ftead, 
whidi  they  thought  mone  benefidal  to  the  commonwealth, 
tiiofug^  it  muft  be  ^Ifo  owtjed,  that  they  feenji  rather,  £roA 
^  tenor  of  their  declarations,  to  have  recommended  tke  do- 
ing of  it  to  their  fupreme  courts  and  councils,  than  to  have 
done  it  by  their  fole  auth6rity  :  fud),  for  inftance,  were  fome  Scmeof 
(rf  the  declarations  of  the  emperor  V^n-ti^  in  one  of  which,  their  ese* 
viz.  againft  profccuting  thofe  that  criticifcd*  upon  the  then ''^^^^ 
form  of  govo^nmeRt,  after  having  given  his  rcafons  againft  ckr^ionsK^ 
Ihe  law  that  condeamed  them  to  be  profecuted,  he  concludes 
in  thcfe  words :  Nof  I  can  never  fi^er  the  continuation  cf 
fitch  A  iavt,  and  therefore  let  it  be  repealed ;  and  in  another» 
which  fuhjefted  the  parents,  children,  and  relations,  of  a 
eriminal,  to  the  fame  puniftimcnt,  which  he  calls  a  cruel  and 
wijuft  eruy  he  concludes  with  &Yiog)  /ucA  that  law  feefrn  ta 
me,  cfmlkch  Icam^fie  the  good  tenckncy^ «  let  it  be  maturely 

•  State  of  China,  par*  i.  let.  z.  '  See  before.  Up, 

HiAr.  vQ^  3».  f.  126,  &  Ui]f 

•  ^  L  3  deliberatsd. 
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•  deliver  At  edy  w  If  ether  iibe  not  necejfary  to  have  it  r€p€akd.  Wc 

'  ftiall  give  our  readers  the  fubftance  of  two  or  three  other  fuA 

declarations  in  the  margin  (E),  that  they  may  fee  not  only  how 

much 


(E)  That  againft  involving 
.the  innocetit  relttions  in  the 
panifhment  of  a  criminal,  runs 
in  wards  to  this  efFcft :  "  Laws, 
^'  being  the  rules  of  govern* 
*'  ment,  ouzht  to  be  faultlefs  \ 

.  **  and  (hould  not  only'punifli 
♦'  the  guilty,  but  proiedl  the 
**  innocent :  yet  I  find,  among 
♦*  our  laws,  on^  ftill  in  force, 
•*  by  which,  when  ^  man  is 
f*  criminalf  his  father^  mother, 
♦^  wife,  and  children,  arc  in- 
*'  volved  in  his  pirni(hment,and 
*'  the  leaft  punifhment  they 
*'  have  to  dread  is  flavery, 
*'  This  law  I  can  by  no  means 
'  **  approve  of  :  it  is  a  fure  ma- 
♦*  xim,  that  laws,  when  per^ 
**  fcaiy   juft,    are    the    furcft 

,  **  means  of  keeping  the  people 
.**  in  their  duty.  When  punifh- 
.  *'  ment  fails  only  on  the  head 

•  ?*  of  the  guilty,  all  the  world 
'  **  commends    the     judgment, 

^*  The  firll  duty  of  a  magiftrate 
*'  is,  to  guide  the  people  like  a 
**  good  Ihepheid,  and  to  pre- 

•  ♦*  vent  their  going  aftrajr.  If 
**  our  magiftrates  have  not  fuc- 
**  ceeded  in  this,  and  have  ftill 
"  laws  to  judge  by,  which  arc 
<*  not  confiftent  with  the  ftria. 
^*  eft  equity,  thofe  laws,  though 
**  well^defigned  at  firft,  turn  to 
**  the  prejudice  of  the  people, 

.  **  and  lAvour  of  cruelty."  Such 
is  the  law  I  have  mentioned  5 
and  therefore  the  emperor  Kang". 
'  bV%  remark  upon  it  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

'.   ^hsfe  ivije  frinces,  the  antient 

[Cbinere]    emperor t^    often    de- 

Jcendedfrom  the  majefty  of  their 

>  throne y  to  ife%f;«iljand  njueep  o*Vfr 

•  the  guilty.     Ho/w  unreafenable  is 


it  to  include y  in  the  punijhment  of 
amalefaSory  bi^  father  ^  his  mo- 
ther, his  nxfifey  and  children^ 
Ven-ti  n»as  for  the  aholifhing  of 
that  ianv,  and  thp^efore  we  nurf 
conclude  hism  to  heme  been  a  gui 
prince. 

Another  declaration  of  the 
fame  emperor  Fen-tit  for  the 
promoting  of  agriculture,,  is  t« 
the  following  purport :  "  They 
**  who  have  the  governmentof 
«  the  people  in  their  hands, 
*«  ought  to  infpire  them  widi 
<*  all  poffible  concern  for.what- 
«♦  ever  contributes  to  the  gooi 
<<  of  the  ftate  ;  fuch,  without 
**  doubt,  is  agricahure. 

*'  For  this  reafon  I  have  bcea 
"  recommending  it  to  them 
•'  thefe  ten  years ;  yet  I  do  not 
«*  obferve  that  they  have  fuffi- 
'«  ciendy  cultivated  their  nev 
*«  grounds,  or  caufed  a  greater 
«*  plenty  of  grain  :  on  the  cdn- 
"  trary,  I  feQ  hunger  and  want 
**  painted  on  the  face  of  the 
"poor.  Surely  either  the  ma- 
"  giftrates,apd(ubordinateofi- 
**  cers,  h^ve  not  had  a  due  re- 
**  gard  to  my  ordinances  oa 
"  tliis  head,  or  they  are  un- 
^'  fit  for  the  rank  they  po/Tefs. 
'^  Alas  !  if  the  magiftrtitcs,  who 
**  are  immediate  witneffcs  of  A? 
*^  people's  mifery,  are  rcgard- 
"  lefs  of  it,  what  effeAual  rc- 
^'  medy  can  I  ?pply  ior  ^^^ 
"  relief:  t}iis  muft  be  thought 
"  of.  In  the  mean  time  I  rf- 
'^  mit  half  of  my  revenue  m 
•*  grain  for  rhe  current  year." 

.  The  emperor  Kang-hi's  re^' 

xion  upon  it  is  no  lefs  rcro^rk- 

,  ably  beautiful  i  and  runs  tothis 

effed;  N^hing-can  b&mrtjv 
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jQQch  fome  of  thofe  excellent  monarchs  had  the  peace  and  Coudefien' 
vtdfzrc  of  their  fubjefts  at  hearty    but  alfo   how  tender  dingfyle. 

they 


/Amt  this  deelarathfi^  or  Mori  ad-  ' 
mrahly  exprejfed  \  ,e<ven  to  this  ' 
day  it  is  <BLffe&ing^  and  ti^hat  muji  ' 
//  ba<ve  bun  ijabin  it  ^as  frft  ' 
fubli/hed? 

The  reader  may  fee,  by  thefe    ' 
two  inilances,  in  how  amiable  a    ' 
manner  they  endeavoured  to  in- 
force  the  obfervance  of  their  fa- 
liitary  edids,  and  the  repealing 
of  fuch  old  laws  as  tended  to 
the  detriment,  ratber  than  the 
jpeace  and  fafety,  of  their  fub- 
jefts ;  and   in  how  different  a 
ftyle  they  recommended  the  onq, 
and  condemned  the  other,  from 
what  we  ufuallyobferve,  not  on- 
ly in  mbft  of  the  other  eaftern 
monarchs,     but    even    among 
.thofe  in  our  wcftern  kingdoms, 
wWe  their  power  is  neither  fo 
^xtenfive,  nor  their  wealth  or 
ibrength  fb  great,  to  fupportthen% 
in  their   tyrannic  government. 
The  reader  may   lee  a  much 
greater  number  of  them  in  the 
above-mentioned  colledion,  all 
tanning  in  the  fame  gentle  and 
fatherly  ftrain.     We  fhall  only 
&igle  oat  one  more,  which,  fcnr 
iu  excellence  in  this  way,  may 
i)C  ternted  an  original  in  its 
kind.     It  is  from  the  fame  ad* 
mirable  prince;  and  the  occa^ 
fion  of  it,  the   many  conftant 
prayers  and  fu  pplications  offered 
by  his  minifters  on  his  behalf; 
whilft  they  neglected  their  duty 
towards  his  fdbje£U«     It  is  to 
this  purport : 
..  "*'  I  acn  now  arrived  at  the 

V  14th  year  of  my  reign  ;  and 

V  the  lon^^r  it  continues,  the 
«*  morel  am  fenfible  of,: and 
♦*  confounded  at,  my  want  of 
<<  s^bilities  :  Ound- though  I  have 


not  hitherto  omitted  the  ycar- 
.ly  difcharge  oi  thofe  ceremo- 
nies prefcribed  to  Sbang-ti^ 
and  to  my  anceilors ;  yet  I 
am  fenfible,  th^t,  in    thofe 
ceremonies,  none  of  thofo 
antient  and  wife  princes  had 
any  vidw  to  their  own  private 
intereft,  or  offered  up .  their 
petitions  for  what  is  common-    * 
ly  termed  happinefs. «  On  the 
contrary,  they  fet  all  confi« 
derations  of  blood  or  family* 
intereil  sfide,  to  promote  aa 
able  worthy  man,  though  no 
way  related   to   them,    and 
preferred  the  wife  counfel  of 
'  another  to  their  own  natural 
'  inclinations.  Nothing  can  bcf ' 
■  more  commendable  or  wife 
'  than  fuch  a  difmtereflednefs 
'  in  great  princes. 

"  A  prefent  I  anfi  givea  to 
^  underiland ,  th  at  many.ofHcerr 
'  ilrive  to  outdo  one  another 
^  in  their  prayers  for  the  good 

*  fortune,  of  wKo  ?  not  of  my 
^  people,  but  of  my  perftm. 
^  This  is  what  cannot  by  any 
^  means  be  agreeable  to  me. 
^  Could  I  approve  that  officers 
'  unmindful  of  their  duty,  and 
<  unattentive  to  the  welfare  of 

*  my  people,  (hould  be  wholly 

*  taken  up  with  promoting  that 
'  of  a  prince  who  has  fo  little 

*  merit  as  I  hsTire,  I  (hould 
'  think  it  no  inconsiderable  ad- 
^  dition  to  my  other  fallings^ 
'  I  therefore  ordaia,-  that  mf 

*  officers,  inftead  oF-thcir  pom- 
'^  pous  petitions  f(|r  me,  do 
'*  give,  all  poillbke  application 
"  to>  confcientious  difchargo 
''  of  their  duty." 

This  declai^tioui  like  moft 
,<.  j^%^  -       -  «:  ^^      otheri* 


I 


i.a  fie  m^y  ^  CWna.  tX^ 

Aey  woie .  <rf'  woiukUs^  the  anti^at  cofiftitQtkift  of  Air 
empire  by  too  d/efpotic  «  ufo  of  t^if  pi9«^^  «»di»ittarilf  I 
for  one  may  plainly  fee,  that  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  this 
ftrift  obfervance  of  the  fundamentals  of  their  government/ 
that  the  ann§fe  have  bcea  able  to  prefarye  it  m  fudi  vretMi 
alid  fpJemior  durtag  fb  long  a  feries  of  a^s ;  and  ftiil  coii€* 
nue  to  do,  even  under  %  foreign  yoke.     It  is  bo  lefe  vlfibiji 
likewife,  that  the  prefcnt  peace,  wealth,  and  grandeur,  wl44' 
DOlh  they  ssd  the  Tartars  enjoy  under  this  new  fett  of  em- 
perors, is  no  lefs  owing  to  the  tender  regard  which  thejf; 
nave,  as  ikr  as  poiBbk,  (hevfn  to  the  antient  Chitiejk  conftiint 
Imiiatidhy  ^^OH  :  and  one  may  plainly  judge  how  much  the  )^tf^  empewr' 
th  Tarte-  Kang-bi  admired  it,  as  weU  from  the  ftrift  obfarvaocc  he  pH 
rian  m-     to  it,  as  from  the  judicious  refkidons  he  made  on  the  dtedi^ 
fir§ru       rations  above-mentioned.    We  may  add,  that  he  could  DUt' 
have  falka  upon  a  more  effeftual  means  to  endear  the  CJw^! 
futkm  to  him,  and  make  his  yoke  fit  eafy  upon  them,  than  0|j 
eaufing  thofe  declarations  of  the  beft  zxiXxtnlChine/e  kings  to  ; 
hi  cplIeAed  and  publifbed,  lyith  his  fagacious  ammadveraaq^: 
^nd  encomiums  upon  them ;  by  which  he  feemed  to  giv«  tfajCi ; 
^  moral  fecurity,  that  he  defigned  to  make  them  the  moddtf ' 
his  own  condufi:  and  government ".    Acoordingly  we  b^ 
that  he  adm'^tc^  ome  ia  hi3  cdleAion,  but  thofe  which  4^ 
thcr  propofed  the  repealing  of  fuch  old  laws  as  were  maa-. 
feftly  hirtful  to  the  fubjefts,  or  the  enafting  fuch  new  ones'; 
ius  W€»6  belt  calculated  to  promote  their  peace  and  welfare) 
f  s  the  reader  may  fee  by  die  heads  of  the  moft  reuwKablerf 
tiieiii,  which  be  will  fin4  in  ^he  next  nots  (F). 

*  See  Dv  KAtoB  Engl.  v^t.  i.  p*454*  ^  &q. 

others,  is  fuy<rii^dj  and  much  F^^-ii  afcribed  all  the  defe^ 

^FP^^4»  ^y  t^  wif<^  e9)pf  roff  tkat  happened  in  the  Ibte  to  \Sk 

i^ng^kii  s^id  wipii  thif  ji]4i-  tirnnictSi  but  with  vegard  to 

cieqs  obfe4-vi9tu<^n,  that  it  n  a  happinefs,  he  diicbiined  it  tUi 

9i^li>  v]>ii^«  a^d  90t  th«  ofi«N  except  where  his  fubje^«  M 

ings j^d  prao^fM  qf  other  peo-  their  common  ftave  in  it;  i< 

piLi,  t^a(  draws  down  bkSings  wJiich  he  was  a  worthy  imlta^f 

Jfyom,  Tj^^  (jm^y^n)  up9«  him :  a^d  iaccei2>r  of  our  aatieat 

Swjsiji^  ^m*  %v^or  addft  an  ob*  monarchs  (24). 

^fv^io^^  of  one  V  the  fvoed  (F).  Eefides  the  three  fiBgular 

litierati»na^fd7^^-i^H7f<u?,^ho  ones  ^hove^nentioned,  theioU 

jou^liW  «nder  t&  d^naft^  of  kaiqa  meations  thefe  that  id^ 

^<»^1  T}i%||Jie  g|ii4  emperor  low: 

(34)^1*  U^r^M*  C^lk(ifim  aBcve  fiff>$^  fk  |r4^f «cr^  ^  Wfl» 

-       •■       .       ..■-■•  '•■.■■  .     4;  A 
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'  •  Wt  auqr  feflibtJ  obferve  ujider  diU  head,  frotQ  the  tCOPr  ^f>»«'  <•«• 
of  ftmal  of  tfaofe  impenal  d^d«ratiQn$,   that  tb9Hgb  x\\,%ft*t''ti<>» 

^    degrtit. 

bnm4>  but  rathrr  prove  a  m^fUiy 
of  their  amendment,  4n4  being 
reftored  to  the  ccunmoa'  privi* 
leg«i  of  a  rubj«£^. 

6.  Anotker  of  the  famey  char- 


f  A  dedaradoa  of  th^  fame 

tnperor  iW#f ,  on  oeeafion  of 

M  ocUpfc  of  iht  fipa,  in  ^  day  8 

$f  Htm  \  whercta  h*  acknow* 

1^  ^^  jphiBiiQiin9Q«n  to  be  a 

vwraiog  uovi  ^Hj^  {h«»vfn), 

faotb^Um  an4]uAiv]%as^Qf 

fem^  future  cali^Qiity ;  ^d»  9^ 

kut  princes  often  draw  them 

,  upon  the  pdQple^  he  defires  his 

'.  auftifbrs  and  fahjefls  to  examine 

with  die  utangft  ftri^inefs  into  his 

^ttdad,  and  to  ac<}Qaint  hint 

widi  what  t^ey  find  amifs  in  it, 

di^t  He  may,  by  his  reformation, 

'  and  good  example,  induce  them 

todo  the  like,  and  thereby  avert 

the  threati^xung  omen.    One  of 

<die  plofle^  ppon  it  adds,  that 

))us  u  the  firft  time  that  a  Chi- 

ir^emperoj  had»  upon  foch  an 

\  ecci£on,  defired  to  be  told  of 

'\  tis  fauU»  ;  but  that,  iince  the 

iays  of  Ven-tiy  many  of  thofe 

''  mooarchs  had  followed  his  ex- 

"  ampfe. 

5.  A  declaration  of  the  fame« 
f  forxi^changing  foa>e  fevere  mu- 
tibtions,  infii^ed  on  offenders, 
into  fome  milder  puniihments. 
In  tUs  the  good  ejpaperor  be- 
,  Waibhimfel^  that  under  tha 
\  leip  of  Bbuitt  a  prince  of  ex- 
traordinary wifdom,  the  execn- 
^g  delinq^oents  in  efHgie  was 
deemjed  fulicient  to  keep  people 
^in  their  duty;  wh^reai,  in 
his  days,  the  moft  fevere  muti- 
latiotts,  jfuch  as  cutting  off  (he 
aofe,  h^nd,  foot,  branding  in 
the  forehead,  could  not  detei 
meQ  from  the  blacked  crimes. 
However,  he  ordains  the  cx- 
channng  of  thefe  for  fuch  other 
{oailhmeats,  whiclib  tb^'  &veiw 
according  to  the  nature  of  thc^ 
(^  mX  not  fix  fu^  indelibly 


g^Ag  aU  his  minifters,  from  the 
Ugh^  |>Q  the  Ipwoft,  to  inquii^ 
aitar«)tn  of  tbf  i»oft  npfrove^ 
virtue,  merit,  learning,  \^c.  and 
to  preCentthem  to  him  \  and,  ii| 
the  mean  time,  that  tho&^  wha 
were  in  the  higbe&  pofts,  flioul4 
ailift  in  examining  the  four  Mt 
lowing  effeotul  points  %  'vi%,  i . 
His  daily  and  perfonal  faultSt 
Z,  The  deffifts  of  the  prefcnt 
admiwftration.  3.  The  injof- 
tice  of  themagiflxates.  4.  The 
oeceflities  of  the  people. 

7.  Another  of  the  fame,  giv- 
ing his  reafons  for  putting  aH 
ej^  Ko  a  blfody  and  expenfive 
wao  dJMl  making  peace  with 
7««  ji»,  »  Tart4frian  prince^  Pa 
the  north  oiCbiua^  and  which 
he  concludes  with  thefe  rematkr 
able  words :  In  'this  ytar^  I  com 

fay  I  have  ^^mttUnvffelfoftb§ 
firfi  dutj  incumlfent  w  a  prince^ 
'which  Vt  to  ^^hl\lb  pace  in  his, 
family, 

8.  ABOtber  of  the  fame,  in 
which  he  exhorts  his  fubje£ts  cq 
give  him  their  advice  in  bis  ad^ 
tniniftration*  to  fend  him  peoplo 
of  virtue  and  experience,  to  aT- 
fift  htm  with  their  CQanfels,an4 
to  apply  and  fpeak  to  him  witli 
freeaom.  This  declarotion pro- 

ono  of  his  head  minift^rs,  fo 
mnch  to  bi»  liking,  that  b(  if^ 
fufidouxa 

9th,  to  the  fame  pnrpofe  with 
^ut  formefy  but  iml  more  ear- 
Beft  and  prefling,  to  the  reft  of 
bisoftcer^  tdcome  and  acquaint 
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Chinefe  conftitution  be  cried  up  as  fuch  ^n  exceilcat  modil  of 
government,  yet  it  had  originally,  or  at  leaft  antiendy,  fat* 
ral  fevere  laws,  that  favotired  rather  of  tyranny,  than  of  a 
well-calculated  polity  between  the  prince  and  his  fubjcfls.  Of  i 
this  nature  was  that  which  condemned  all  the  relations  of  %  , 
criminal  to  the  fame  punifliment  with  him ;  and  another  wUcli  { 
hurried  the  condemned  perfons  to  execution,  without  allow* 
ing  them  a  fu/Ecient  rcfpite  for  fiu-ther  inquiry ;  fo  that  gre 
numbers  of  guiltlefs  perfons  had  been  unjuftly  put  to  deal 
whofe  innocence  had  manifeftly  appeared  afterwards,  when 
was  too  late.    The  reader  may  fee  many  others  of  the  fame 
turc  in  the  lift  below,  as  likevdfe  in  that  of  thofe  new  ones  ' 


him  with  every  defeA  in  the  adr< 
miniilration,  and  to  advife  him 
how  to  remove  them  in  the  moH 
eiFe^aal  manner. 

10.  A  declaration  of  the  em- 
peror Suen-tij  ordering  perfons 
remarkable  for  their  filial  piety 
to  be  prefented  to  him,  out  of 
every  government  in  his  em- 
pire, in  order  to  their  being 
promoted  by  him  according  to 
their  merit. 

11.  Another  of  the  fame, 
which  grants  an  exemption  from 
all  attendance  on  public  fervice 
to  thofe  who  had  loll  their  fa- 
ther or  mother,  grandfather  or 
grandmother,  till  they  had  per- 
formed all  the  ufual  duties  of 

mourning  to  fuch  parents.  What 
thefe  duties  are,  will  be  fectt  in 
thcfequel.   . 

12.  Another  of  the  fame,  by 
which  he  difpenfed,  for  the  fu- ' 
ture,  with  a  fon's  acciifing  his 
jparents,  or  a  wife  her  hufband ; 
but  made  it  capital  for  a  father 
or  a  huihand  to  conceal  certain 
crimes  erf*  his  fon,  6v  of  his 
wife. 

12.  A  declaration  of  the  em- 
peror Ching-ti  to  the  great  mini- 
ft'crs  of  his  empire,  recommend- 
ipg  to  them  the  care  of  fup- 

(25)  Stefler'oteut  ColU^Un  aiove-fuat^^  D»  JStJdekt  verfiott  jf  ir,  **''*' 


preffing  all  unnece/Tarye: 
of  equipages,  clothes,  cm 
ments,  weddings,  houfes,  fc 
ture,  gardens,  ponds,  (afc. 
forbidding  all  people  to 
yond  their  rank  in  any  of 

1 3.  A  declaration  of  the 
peror  Ngay-tiy  for  the  refoi 
tion  of  muiic,  and  fuppi 
that  kind  of  it  which  in; 
people  with  wantonnefs 
efFertinacv,  and  difcharging 
own  band  of  muficians,  by "' 
of  example  to  his  fubjeds, 
by  which,  the  glofs  obfcrvcs, 
faved  the  yearly  falary  of 
perfons.  We  (hall  go  no 
ther  with  them ;  but  only  ol 
ferve,  that  the'fe  excellent  de ,, 
clarations  from  the  throne coa-J 
monly  produced  fome  good.mc^ 
morials,  or  difcourfes,  on  thf 
fubjefl  thev  treated  of;  wbicl 
were,  handled  with  fuch  polit*'- 
nefs,  and  ftrength  of  rcafofliflfe 
that  they  feldom  failed  of  tho 
defircd  effed :  they  being  chiefl| 
written  by  fome  of  the-wifcfl 
and  moft  experienced  miniftcrs 
of  thofe  monarchs,  and  by  t^< 
confirmed,  and  depoiited  in  their 
archives,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
that  were  to  come  after  (25)* . 


\ 
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effii£bed,  by  which  it  will  plainly  appear,  that  the  Chinefi  gfh 
remment  did  not  arrive  to  that  mildnefs  and  excellency,  but  by 
dqgrees,  and  that  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  thofe  wife  and  good       ' 
princes,  who  made  it  their  chief  ftudy  to  reform  and  improve 
it  by  their*  wholfome  edifts,  and  laudable  example. 

Neither  can  it  be  faid  that  this  reformation  hath  been  fo  Some  erw 
rffeftually  and  univerfally  completed,  as  to  anfwer  the  great  ^^wjyW/f 
charafter  which  fome  have  given  us  of  this  government ;  wit-  f^^\f^ 
nefs  the  corruption  and  depravity  Which  ftill  reign  amongft 
them  J  and  th^  great  power,  or  rather  tyranny,  which  the 
viceroys,  or  governors,  ftill  exert  againfl:  the  fubjefts,  in  the 
fines  and  corporal  puniftments  they  inflift  upon  them  :  for 
though,  as  we  hinted  above,  no  criminal  can  be  put  to  death, 
according  to  their  laws,  till  the  emperor  hath  confirmed  the 
fentence,  yet  whether  the  reducing  them  to  begary  by  fines 
and  confifcation,  torture  and  imprifonments,  or  baftonading 
them  till  they  expire  under  the  blows,  or  become  poor  mifcr- 
able  cripples  by  it,  as  is  commonly,  and  impunely,  done  by 
thofe  mercilefs  mandarins,  be  not  much  more  cruel  than  thfc 
worfl:  death  the  law  condemns  any  criminal  to,  and  do  not 
Vgue  a  defeft  in  their  conftitution,  more  fit  to  be  reformed 
than  any  of  thofe  mentioned  in  thefe  declarations,  will  hardly 
admit  of  a  queftion. 

Their  punifhments  are  either  capital,  as  in  cafes  of  rebellion,  Varims 
murder,  i;c.  corporal,  as  in  lefler  crimes,  or  pecuniary.  Rebel-  tumjb- 
lion  and  treafoij,  being  efteemed  the  greateft  of  all  crimes,  are  ^^w'/j; 
pumihed  with  the  greateft  rigour,  viz.  by  cutting  the  criminal  ^^  ^''*** 
mto  10,000  pieces,  in  the  following  manner :  The  executioner,*^"  * 
having  firft  tied  him  to  a  flake,  tears  the  (kin  off  his  forehead 
and  head,  and  lets  it  hang  over  his  eyes,  to  prevent,  as  fome  tell 
Tis,  his  feeing  how  dreadfully  the  reft  of  his  body  is  mangled ;  he 
oejttflafties  the  other  parts  with  a  kind  of  cutlafs,  till  he  hath  . 
cflt  ahnoft  all  his  flefli  in  pieces ;  and  then  abandons  him  to 
the  cruelty  of  the  gazing  populace,  who  commonly  difpatch 
him  in  the  Tame  butcherly  manner.     This  puniftiment,  how- 
ever, is  feldom  executed  to  the  laft  rigour,  unlefs  it  be  under 
fome*  cruel  princes  ;  for,  according  to  the  law,  it  conlifts  only 
in  cutting  the  body  rf  the  criminal  into  feveral  pieces,  ripping 
up  his  belly,  apd  taking  out  his  entrails,  and  throwing  the 
carcafe  into  a  river,  or  ditch,  as  is  commonly  done  to  great 
malefaftors  ^  (G).  The 

•  Dv  Halde  Engh  vol.  i.  P' 41^9  &  fcq.    Mahtini,  lot 

COUFTE,^  &  al. 

(C)  This  pttnifhmeQt>a&  was    nfedto  be  infli^led  on  all  tHe 
hinted  in  t}^  I4S;  notf^  bqt  Qffte,    jn^^  xelatiQns  of  the  crimin:^]. 


For  Sfoht- 
fannts  : 


Their 
great  re- 
JfeSto 
fhem. 


i%e  nifiory  0/ Chinz,  Br 

,    Tif  E  OC*t  crjmf  tp  »*dlio}i,  or  tre^n,  ^gal^aft  ikci 
ror^  i^  that  i^9xn!t  the  par^qt^  which  U  puo^ftfid  vid^ 
jame,  if  oot  gre^t^r,  iprm-ity.    Ip  this  c^!k,  if  a  fa^er  < ' 
Us  fon  with  it  beforjea  n^agiArate^  no  farther  proof  is  re^a 
j»fid  the  cnoiiiiaji  is  ii^9)e41atply  cpadcma^d  and  executed,  1 
U  be  but  for  pblliQat^  difobcdieace,  or  difrrfpeft ;  but  i 
^mouots  tP  a  higher  gujjt,  fuch  as  mockery,  Jafult,  or  I"^ 
»p  a  h^nd  againft  then>,  efpecially  ftrikiijg  them,  the 
(:o|iatry  i$  al^rmed^  a^d  the  appointing  of  nis  puoilhmeiitl 
Jforv^d  for  theeoiperor  himfelf.     la  this  laft  cafe,  the  z 
jj?$t^  of  the  pl^ce  are  turaed  out  with  difgr^e^  imd  the  ^ 
l^]|bo]irbood  is  threat^^ed  with  fpme  fevere  pppiflmientiif 
Jlgvieg  givea  birth  to  a  monfter,  a^d  fuflered  it  to  poVi 
ijqjl^ee^  to  that  pitch  of  wickednefs,  without  informing  \ 
governors  of  it.    The  criminal  is  condemned  to  be  cut, . 
Z  traitor  ^r  rebeli  into  10,000  pieces,  and  afterwards  bn 
Jtis  laads,  houfe  or  honf^s,  and  the  houfes  aext  to  hi%l 
Jbe  deAroyed,  and  tp  remain  fo^  as  a  monunaiesit  agaiqAjj 
id^e&shU  a  grime  (H}« 


till  the  emperor  Fen-ti  caufed 
|b9t  cn»el  law  to  be  repealed : 
jjul  it  may,  in  the  iame  manner, 
have  h^^a  mitig^t^d,  with  sn- 
iped to  the  execution  of  the  cri- 
minal, by  that  or  feme  other 
moiiiarcji,  ^&  originally  it  was 
Mrfermed  acoordifig  Itotke  Ut- 
(•r,  and  asthemanejof  the  par 
stfhoiejBt  impiia ;  fo  that  one 
Wvy  truly  {»y  (af  fop^e  of  tl>e 
gnuesut  law*  of  C^mm,  what  the 
jOp0eis(^v^  of  thofe  of  Drac$  the 
'JtbenUtt  lawgiver*  that  they 
were  written  in  biood  (26),  tjH 
they  were  afterwards  mitigated 
t)y  jprlnces  of  a  milder  dtfpefi- 
tion. 

(H)  There  is  no  diity  whlck 
iiie  Cktj^fg.  laws  ft  noch  nsr 
.^uire,  or  lay  fo  great  a  ftrefs  on, 
as  obedience  to  parents,  whofe 
iMithDdty  Madies,  in  fom^  caib^* 
even  beyond  their  funeral,  as 
we  (hall  ihew  in   thj^  fec[uel. 


Even  the  empexors  jp^ 
by  them  to  ihew  aa  deep 
fpe^  to  them  as  the  me 
tSieir  fubje£ls ;  and  we 
one  of  them,  1^0,  hav 
nifiied  his  own  mother 
tertatmng  a  criminsl 
tion  wkh  one  4if  his  cq 
was  lb  importaned  by  his  1 
nifters  a^  Atveas  with  , 
tions  for  ha  recaU^  aad  >' 
daily  renu^ilnMioes  a^aia^ 
breach  of  filial  duty,  m  \^ 
ing  her^  that  he  was  for 
length  to  yield  to  them,  th 
not  till  he  had   tried  to.j 
dsem  frem  applytttg  to  hwj 
her  behalf,  not  ^nly  iif  f 
ftverciadifis^  Imt  by  pat>' 
death  jQ»v^  of  thofe  xeafoatl 
terceffors:   infomufh  thst, 
grandees  entered  into  a  cosj 
nation  not  to  let  one  day  f 
without  one  of  jdiem  prefe^4 
a  petition  to  him  in  their  turOil 


(2$)  Snk^,  V^.H'fi.  iM/.#i;^4Sf««4r>&|. 


[     : 

iu  tie  Hi/hry  rf  Clmu  t?! 

KuiDfiR  is  Ukewiie  punched  mth  death,  according  to«the  Murdtf 
limreof  ky    If  a  man  kills  his  adver&ry  in  a  dud,  he  ia  pm»i/btJlf 
IntflgMy  whicd  is  there  reckoned  the  letter  puoUhment ;  but  firanglitig 
^bjaf&ifinatioa,  or  with  any  ag^avating  circumilafices^  bn  ^^  '^' 
ii  beheaded,  which  is  reckoned  me  more  dilhonoMrable,  boh  ^'^*I* 
aofe  hiahoKl,  the  principal  part  of.  a  man,  is  fevered  fron» 
tlie  body,  fo  that  he  doth  not jgo  out  of  the  world  with  the 
dtteiotire  body  with  which  he  came  into  it :  in  either  cai^ 
pdbas  above  the  common  rank  are  always  carried  to  th« 
fbce  q£  exeoatioD.  either  in  a-  fedan,  or  a  covered  cart.     Tk# 
onperar,  when  he  ooniirms  any  of  thefe  ientences  of  death». 
ax&mooly  {ubicribes  the  dead  warrant  according  to  the  nature 
of  tke  crime ;   as,   when  it  is  of  an  atrocious  kind,  with 
(befe  words,  Jlsfoon  at  this  order  is  received  by  you,  let  hin^ 
kiXicutBd  without  any  delay :  but  when  the  crime  is  (^  i^ 
WDUDoa  nature,  and  hath  nothing  to  aggravate  it,  he  writet 
dusfentence  snder  it.  Let  the  criminal  be  kept  in  prijon  tiU 
tuttaaiy  and  then  be  executed ;  for  there  is  a  fi^^ed  day  is 
thatfiu^on,  on  which  all  criminals  of  this  nature  ar«  to  be 
fat  to  death  thro'  the  empire  \ 

'  Du  Haldk  EngL  VoLi.  p«  $13,  Sc  feq*    Martxxi,  Le 

Couf  TB,  ^  ai.  . 


ioogli  fare  to  he  cut  oft'  for  \i 
M  the  fpot,  dll  they  had  carrkd 
dieir  point.  Accordingly  two 
tftmncame  on  di£l^htdays, 
mik  irere  imniediatBly  pec  m 
tek;  aad  on  the  nexr  came  a 
^M,  who  brought  hiiherfe  and 
coEa  widi  hin,  and  left  it  at 
Ac  gtte  of  die  palace  f  and^ 
fttlW  the  emperor  ftill  more 
lacen£d  at  what  he  called  his 
iftfolence,  fpdke  to  him  to  this 
«fta:  What  jhall  nue  iafe  by 
w  dtath^  hut  the  fight  ofdfrinct 
^  njobvm  nve  enrntot  Ui^  Ht 
^fbh^tror  emdmusSBenamf  Snow 
jn  *unil  not  bear  us,  -fcuir  «tu/V/  g/t 
•nifiBkymr,  mnd  th  em$ftfiy9Mr 
mtbir's,  anctfiorsi  they  ntiill 
bter  tur  complaints  :  Msidym  ^M 
ffobablyy  in  the  darkfiUnce  of  the 
*ii/,  hear  our  and  their  ghofis 


reproach  you  for  your  injuftue^ 
This  noble  fpefcch  drew  upon 
him  the  moft  cmet  deadt  that 
moik^clt  could  de«rifef;  whicfir 
was,  hoicnever,  fo  fat  fttm  d«t»r^ 
ring,  that  it  fporred  a  number 
of  other  aia»darin9  to  follow  Ui 
example,,  and  to  come  daily  to 
die  martyrs  te  the  caufe ;  tiU  the 
emperor,  wearied  with  facri*. 
ficiag  fo  many  worthy  U  ves,  and" 
fearing  It  might  occailoft  fbmo 
revolt,  was  at  length  obliged  ta 
recall  hei^ ;  fo  tttiacious  is  the 
Cbinifitttxmk  of  tktir  aAilent 
laws  with  refped  to  this  filisd 
duty  (17),  that  they  would  net 
buffer  a  monarch  to  fhew  a  joA; 
.  refentm^otagasnft  another  whf> 
had  fo  H^amefully  faUied  the  ho-, 
nour  of  his  family. 


(27)  Le  Cenffe,  fart  2,  Utttr  t.    Merthi  bifi.  Sinic.J.  uu  imp*  t8»  df  «& 
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X74  The  Hijiery  ef  C^nz: 

Jdultery       AnuLTifeiiT  is  fo  far  from  being  cfteemed  a  capital 
tMcafital^hy^tChinefe^  that  fomc  fond  parents,  out  of  a  tendon 
for  their  daughters  weaknefs,  will  contra€b -with  their  i 
hufbands,  in  confideration  of  fome  valuable  prefcnt, 
them  the  liberty  of  indulging  themfclves  now-and-the 
a  gallant,  without  bdng  caUed  to  an  account  for  it. 
where  no  fuch  precaution  hath  been  taken  before  ma 
the  hufband  hath  power  to  inflift  fome  corporal 
on  a  wife  whenever  ftie  tranfgrefles,  or  dfe  to  divor 
from  him  ;  and,  if  the  adulterer  hath  committed  any  vid 
in  the  faA,  he  may  be  fued  and  punifhed  for  it»  either  1 
pecuniary  or  corporal  punifliment,  according  to  thei 
of  the  mandarin  or  judge  before  whom  he  is  brought, 
•ver,  the  women  here  value  themfelves  fo  much,  at  le 
wardly,  for  their  modefty  and  conjugal  fidelity,  and  ; 
fides  kept  fo  clofely  fhut  up  by  their  hufbands,  and  i 
great  a  reftraint,  that  cafes  of  this  nature  very  feldom  1 

Neither  is  theft  capitally  punifhed,  unlefs  it  be  a^ 
vated  by  fome  other  d|-cumflances.    Thofe  that  are  i_ 
it,  are  either  condemned  to  the  bafbnado,  that  is,  to  re 
fuch  a  number  of  blows  of  a  cudgel  on  their  back 
tocks,  l^ng  with  their  faces  downwards  on  the  groii 
the  magiflrate,  who  prefides,  fhall  appoint.    After 
the  offender  be  able,  he  is  to  kneel  down  before  him,  | 
V  thank  him  for  his  kind  correftion  ;   though  one  blow 
be  fufficient  to  lame  a  man,  if  the  executioner  was  not  i 
as  we  are  told  they  frequently  are.     Even  the  mandarin 
liable  to  this  punifhment,  which  fhews  that  it  is  not : 
a  very  fcandalous  one  :  however,  we  are  told,  that  the 
fome  fort  of  flurdy  fellows,  who,  for  a  fum  of  money, 
let  themfelves  out  to  receive  it  in-the  room  of  the  offoidd 
which,  if  true,  difcovers  either  the  weaknefs  or  corrupt 
the  magiflrate. 

*rhefi,ho'VD     When  the  theft  is  of  a  higher  nature,  the  offende 
p'^nijhed,    condemned  to  the  Kan-ghcy  or  wooden  ruff,  which  is  a 
of  portable  pillory, .  confifling  of  two  pieces  of  wood, 
lowed  in  the  middle,  fo  as  to  fit  the  neck  of  the  offender»  \ 
of  fuch  a  breadth,  that  the  wearer  can  neither  fee  his  < 
feet,  nor  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth,  .fo  that  he  mufl  be 
holden  to  fome  other  perfon  for  his  food.     It  is  made  he 
or  lighter,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  or  the  fei^ 
of  the  mandarin  :  the  lightefl  are  about  40  or  50,   andf 
of  them  even  200,  pounds  weight ;  and  fo  trdublefomc  \ 
grievous  to  th$  perfon,  that  many  of  them,  through 


The  Kan 
ghe,  dr 
'wooden 
ruffrde-' 
fcribed. 
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Ilger,  want  of  fleep,  6r.  die  under  it  (I).  The  time  of 
taring  it  is  likewife  appointed  by  the  mandarin,  and  written, 
^ctherwith  the  nature  of  the  crime,  on  two  labels,  one  of 
iNch  is  patted  before,  and  the  other  behind,  the  wooden 
jolar,  which  is  commonly  between  four  and  fix  inches  thick. 
Ik  place  where  the  offender  is  condemned  to  wear  it,  is  com- 
l^ily  at  the.gate  of  fome  temple,  fome  public  fquare,  or  fuch 
jirts  of  the  city  as  are-  moft  frequented.     When  the  time  is 

Eed,  he  is  brought  back  to  the  mandarin  ;  and,  after  a 
Hq  reprimand  and  admonition,  and  a  found  drubbing, 
^  commonly  begins  and  ends  every  fuch  punifhment,  he 
Neafed  ^-om  his  burden,  and  fet  at  liberty.  Even  womea 
tefometimes,  tho*  not  fo  frequently  as  men,  liable  to  that 

Climent ;  particularly  we  read  of  a  bonzefs,  who  was  con- 
ed to  it  by  a  mandarin  for  incontincncy  (K),  and  to  be 
(pdlcd  her  convent. 

There 


'^75 


ro  We  are  toW,  however, 
H  they  find  means  to  render 
ii  woodeh  rnff  more  fupport- 
i(»fome  by  procufing  friends 
walk  before,  behind,  and  on 
%  fide,   and  lending  their 
Met  to  help  to  bear  it.  Some 
ikon  a  table,  or  a  bench, or 
ibn  four  fticks  of  a  proper 
bgth,  to  heave  it  from^  their 
Imnders  ;  others  get  a  chair, 
iHide  with  four  pillars,  to  fup- 
^k;  aoid  others  lieo^  their 
Mlics»  and  ftare  about  on  the 
^S^ors,  as  through  the  hole 
•fa  pillory  :  neverthelefs,  when 
^yareof  that  monftrous  weight 
u  to  exceed  100  pounds,  and  of 
>bfeadth  and  thicknefs  propor- 
tioaable,   no  way  nor  pofture. 
caainakethemfapportable;  and 
fet,  if  the  perfon  is  in  ever  fo 
jpcat  a  danger  of  dying  under 
!tt  fione  of  die  officers  about  him 
itrcttkc  it  oiT,  to  give  him  eafe, 
Cttept  the  mandarin^  who  or- 
faed  it  to  be  put  on,  be  well 
w8)cd,  and  order  it  off;  and;  if 
lit  dies  uiider  it,  there  can  be 


no  complaint  made  againft  him 
for  his  too  feverc  fentence  (28). 
(K)  Thefe-  bonze/fes  are  a 
kind  of  nuns,  whodedicate  them-- 
felves  to  the  worfhtp  and  fer- 
vice  (^fome  of  thofe  temples  or 
idols  we  have  formerly  defcri- 
bed,  and  are  obliged  to  abflain , 
from  all  cOnverfe  with  men; 
and,  on  that  account,  areincloi- 
ikred  in  large  monafleries,  like 
thofe  of  the  Romifl?  and  Greek 
church .   The  ofl^ender  we  men- . 
tioned  above  was  one  of  them, 
but  had  been  unfortunately  got 
with  child  ;  upon  which,  being 
brought  before  the  tribunal,  the 
prefiding  mandarin  condemned 
her  to  wear  the  iwooden  collar, 
on  which  was  pafted,  as  nfua]»  a 
labd,fpecifying  her  crime,  with 
this  addition,  that  if  any  man 
would  marry  her,  ihe  fhould  be 
releafed  from  it,  and   the  man 
receive  from  the  mandarin  an 
ounce    and  half  of  filver,   to 
defray  the    expences    of  the 
ceremony,    that  is,   one  thirds 
part  to  pay  the  muiicians,  a^d 


(28)  Sec  Du  Hslde,  vhifup.  j>.  311. 
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The  Hificry  rf  CliaM. 

Thbre  aine  certein  eaormities^  for  vfbidk  tfaec 
burnt  on  the  forehead,  or  oa  tlM  twodiMka*  W 
diaraf^er,  iigmfying  the  crittie:  for  others  th^  i 
bdnUhmeht^  which  is  Qftea  perpetual,  if  th«  place 
df  Tartary  ;  and  theie  are  coouDonly  coadmned  tl>  i 
(pertain  number  of  blows  of  the  baftooado,  accofd' 
nature  of  .their  crime,  before  they  ibt  otlt»     la 
th^y  condemn  the  pffender  to  tot^  or  row  in  the  in 
fbr  i  certain  fpace,  which  feldom  oxceeds  thr«e  yt 
dther  puniOunents  they  have  ibr  leflfer  pf&noeai  fHok  i 
itig  a  weight  on  their  heads  from  fix  to  ted  of  bk 
stccotdlng  to  the  direction  of  the  loaadaria  Who 
die  tribunal; 

They  ufe  tw<>  forts  ^f  torture  ixkChina^  to«xtort  co 
thd  Ordinary  oot,  which  is  howei^er  very  a€uie  ati4  ] 
d  kind  of  engine,  which  they  clap  the  hajidi  or. :" 
of  the  unhappy  perfon  in,  which  diftorts  the  bones  i 
degree,  that  that  on  the  feet  fqueezes  the  ancle-b 

Sat :  however>  we  are  told*  that  they  have  feme  r< 
iminifli,  or  even  ftupefy^  thd  esfiqlitfitenefs  of  die  ] 
others  to  reftore  thek  limbs  in  a  lew  Attpi  ftfter  ha 
(o  trtriWy  diflarted*    The  to:t«Ofdit«Mpy  tttftttre  H 
ufed,  csfictfpc  in  c»fes  6f  frtafoti  itrf  rebttUioft,  and  1 
tt)  make  the  perfofl  eoitfefs  his«  acconnplicfei,  ater  t 
hath  be^  proved.    Thl§  M  is  done  by  cutting  flight 
cfft  die  bddy,  atld  dripping  off  the  Ikin  in.  narrow  '' 
fSletS^     Thefe  are  die  pumfliments  m^ft  in  vogue 
there  have  been,  indeedi  of  a  mucih  siQrc  cruel  natu 
merly  infli(fted  by  feifte  df  dieir  tyrannic  ibonardhfi, 
particular  0ot  tiniikfe  in  hs  eScSt^f  as  well  ^  b^tt^f 
dwrt  of  Phalark'%  boll  (L)  j  but  thcJfe  ^ilitesf  i^«re  i 


*  Sec  Dv  HAt^fi,  t&iiOi^tk,  p.  3<  J,  &  f««t- 


die  irt  to  ptoewe  a  wdddhig- 
feaft«  She  Aytuft  fdttttd  a  matt 
who  went  aikl  dematrded  het*, 
on  thofe  cc^dHiOhs,  6f  the  matt- 
darih ;  who  paid  hhti  the  md- 
ney:  accof dingly,  aftd  delivered 
her  up  to'  hini,  free  ffom  het 
fbtmaforlfltodme^  kiftipportabie 
yoltfe  (»9). 

(L)  Ik*  Chhefe  i^icords  men- 


ddti,  ai*i6hg  dthet  fach^^j 
tyratits,  the  eiliperof  Ch'^ 
of  whdfe  cdncuDin^s,  o^ 
HepalS6ttatdy  dbated, 
inventrefe  of  this  ttvf  i 
pafiifhtwe^  cdled  Pau-i 
wai  abrafs  tow^,  6tci 
twenty  <^Ubit^  high,  and  ew 
diaifteret,  atid  hoUow  ^»| 
ittiddle^  Widi  thfde  ofetti'*] 


(19)  Fatb,  Contarcin  fifud  Dtt  Halde,  M  fi^,  f^  31a.] 
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K'"  detefted  during  their  life,  but  their  memory  hath  been  ever 
Li^lous  to  this  day. 

L'    One  thing  muft  be  faid  in  praife  of  the  Chinefe^  with  re-  ^rifins  ^ 
r  fpefl  to  the  prifons  in  which  they  conifine  their  offenders ;  viz.  ^^t^fr  kept 
\  that  they  arc  much  more  capacious,  aiiy,  and  fweet,  than  the  ^^'*'' 
1^  ^ommon  gads  in  Europe^  efpecially  in  England.    They  are       ,  ^  ' 
inerally  lai^e  fpacious  courts,  on  whofe  four  fides  are  the 
tments  of  the  criminals,  raifed  upon  wooden  columns  in 
form  of  a  gallery ;  and  on  the  four,  corners  are  fecured  the 
tore  notorious  rogues,  in  ftrong  cells  and  fetters ;  and  thefe 
nev^r  let  out  in  the  day-time,  as  the  odiers  are,  who  are 
ed  the  freedom  of,  the  court,  and  of  converfing  with 
h  other.     The  women  are  confined  in  a  feparate  court, 
where  no  man  is  admitted  to  come  to  them,  or  even  to  fpeak 
» them  but  through  a  grate,  or  the  turning-box,  by  which 
tteir  viftuals,  and  other,  neceffaries,  are  conveyed  to  them. 
k)th  prifons  are  very  well  guarded,  and  kept  at  nights  in  ^^li 
arofound  filence.    The  centiriels  are  relieved  every  hour  j  the  g^^orded. 
tft  of  the  guard  are  ordeerd  to  patrole  all  the  night ;  fo  that 
^  attempts  of  refcue  or  efcape  prove  not  oci^y  vain,  but  dan- 
jerous.    Every  gaol  hath  a  mandarin,  who  is  truftcd  with 
he  care  of  it,  and  is  obliged  to  vifit  it  frequently  ;  and,  if 
fCy  prifoner  is  fick,  to  provide  him  with  a  phyfician,  and 
roper  remedies  for  his  recovery ;  which  is  done  at  the  em- 
cr(M:'s  charge.      If   any   'dies,   the  emperor  muft  be   ac- 
painted  with  it  (or,  in  the  other  provinces,  the  viceroy),  who 
fit^n  fends  a  fuperior  mandarin  thither,  to  examirfe  whether 
jihe  inferior  one  hath  done  his  duty.     And  thus  much  may 
laffice  for  criminal  cafes. 

The  civil  ones  are  determhied  by  proper  tribunals.     We  Civil 
took  notice  in  a  former  fe<5^ion,  that  every  city  of  the  firft,  caufeshov$ 
fccond,  and  third  rank,  had  their  proper  courts  and  judges,  Judged. 
4e  ktter  fubordinate  to  the  former,  and  all  of  them  to  that  of     ^ 
the  metropolis  of  the  province,  unto  which  a  plaintiff  or  de- 
fendant might  appeal ;  or  even,  paifing  by  all  the  inferior 
ones,  bring  his  caufe  to,  if  he  thought  he  fhould  not  obtain 
jufKce  in  th«  inferior  ones.     In  greater  matters,  a  man  may 
tven  appeal  to  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  Pe-king ;  but  in  none 

putting  in  of  fuel.    To  this  they  and  foon  after  reduced  them  to 

faftened*  the  unhappy  objeds,  afhes,  in   the  prefence  of  this 

,  inaking  them  embrace  the  pillar  mcmller  of  cruely,  who  it  feems 

^ith  their  arms  and  leors      A  took    an  unnatural   delight  ia 

_  great  fire  was  after warHs  kin-  fuch  dreadful  fpedacles  {39).« 

.  died  within  it,  which  roafted,  \ 

(30)  Fath.  Cantancin  a^ud  Du  Hdldf,  p^  314,  . 

Mod.  Hist.  Vot.  VIIL  M  •£ 
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Not  ma-     of  thefe  cafes  is  the  appeal,  or  even  the  caufc,  brouj^^a 
nagsJ  by    court  by  lawyers,  advocates,  and  attorneys ;  but  every  ^sx 
l^vayen  or  is  to  be  his  own  counfellor  and  manager,  unlef^  he  ^  jif^ 
mttarmys.  haps  fome  expert  perlbn  to  draw  up  his  plaint  or  cafe  for  fin, 
Law'fuits  ^  fu^  ^  manner  and  form  as  cuftom  requires ;  which  b^  \ 
kow  car"   done,  he  is  to  4)ring  it  himfeif  to  the  tribunal  \  and,  b$q|. 
tied  on.      arrived  at  the  fecona  gate,  beats  on  a  drum,  acd  then  faQs  m 
his  knees,  with  his  hands  lifted  up  as  high  as  his  head,,  afii 
£re(ents  his  plaint  to  the  officer  m  waiting^,  who  cojnes  out  tf 
bun  at  the  found  of  the  drum.  Tlu»  laft  takes  the. paper  fiofftj 
bim,  an(j[  carries  it  to  the  tribunal,  where  it  is(  examined  *" 
the  judges;  and,,  if  the  fuit  proves  to  be  of  a  frivolous 
vexatious,  nature,  or  if  the  plaintifT  cannot  make  good  his 
legations,  he  is  commonly  ient  home  with  a  found  drul ' 
of  the  baftonado :  but  if  the  plaint  be  juft,  and  well 
ported,  the  defendant  or  accufed.  is  fent  for  by  a  proper  oi 
of  the  court,  and  oUiged.  to  appear  in  perfon,  and  to 
the  beft  defence  he  can  (M).    In  fpme  c^es  the  Judges 
them  ^  longer  day ;  as  when  the  defendant's  witnefles  arci 
fome  diftance,  or  any  cir cumftanc^  happens,  that  requires, 
further  examination;,  otherwife  the  controverfy  is  do'" 
upon  the  fpot,  according  to  the.  appearing  merit  oF  it. 
ther  of  the  parties  is  dUfatisfied  with  the  fentence,  he 
jippeal  to  a  fuperior  court,  and,  from  that,  to  a  higher ; 
whether  they  do,  or  not,  the  judge  of  the  inferior  is  <d)lig 
to  tranfmit  an  account  of  every  fuch  tryal  to  the  next  fuperii 
court,  to  be  there  further  examined,  and  be  either,  confirnw 
caftiiered :  for,  if  the  fentence  given  appear  uiyuft, 


or 


fuperior  court  is  obliged  not  only  to  reverfe  it,  and  do  juf  I 
ticc'to  the  injured  perfon,  but  to  punifh  the  inferior  judge,] 


(M)  This  laft  circumftance  of 
fummoning  the  defendant  is  not 
mentioned  by  Magaillany  or  any 
other  writer,  nor  in  what  man- 
ner he  is  to  make  his  defence 
before  the  tribunal ;  which  was 
an  unpardonable  overfight  in  . 
them.  However,  we  have  ven- 
tured to  iniert  thus  much  ;  as  it 
is  impo&ble  for  the  judges  to 
determine  any  caufe,  regularly, 
without  hearing  both  fides  ;  it 
being  unjufi  and  illegal  in  any 
well  governed  nation,  efpecially 


fuch  as  that  of  the  Chinefe,  to 
forejudge  any  man,  before  W 
be  permitted  to  oiFer  what  i« 
has  to  fay  in  his  own  defence 
This  may  likcwife  be  concludrf 
from  fome  of  the  Chine/t  ftorie* 
which  Du  Haldefhath  infertcdifl 
the  hiftory  of  that  country, 
wherein  mention  is  made  (rf 
fuch  kind  of  tryals,  and  their 
manner  of  proceeding  (31}} 
which  may  be  reafonably  i^f' 
pofed  to  be  founded  on  thelawt 
and  cuftomaof  the  country. 


(Ji)  Sttnntt  ii.  p*  156)  ^  fff^ 
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ibr  not  having  dotie  it,  whether  any  appeal  be  lodged  againft 
hbH,  or  no.     This,  one  would  imagine,  muft  be  a  moft  ex- 
^dflAie  vrvcj  of  admihiftring  jufHce  to  the  fubjefts,  an<f  ba- 
Ifiififag  fraud  and  corruption  from  thofe  tribunals,  by  making 
tAefbperior  ones  to  have  fuch  a  powerful'  check  orcr  the  low- 
*:  but,  as  we  have  lately  had  occafion  to  df)ferve,  all  this  is  Trihunals 
•IB^  formality  and  gi'imace  ;  and  there  is  fuch  a  fellow-feeling  corrupted 
htt^eea  all  thofe  tribunals,  or  rather  the  higher  ones  do  fb  iy  briber^. 

Eey  cm  the  lower,  that  a  pladntiffwiU  ftand  but  a  poor  chance, 
:  his  caufe  be  ever  fo  juft,  if  he  doth  not  back  it  with  fuch 
i  ionxiA  bribes  as  may  turn  the  fcale  on  his  fide.  Notwithftand-  Some  of 
!  'feg  all  thefe  difcotiragements,  we  are  told,  that  the  people  in  the  people 
I  (otic  diftrifts  are  fo  litigious,  that  they  will  mortgage  their  '^fO'  ^'^*- 
I  -iinds,  houfes,  goods,  and  all  they  have,  fbr  the  pleafure  of  ^^•'^ 
I  "going  to  law,  and  procuring  a  baiftonado  to  be  given  to  aii  ' 

I  *«aitagofaift ;  though  it  often  h^pens  that  the  defendant,  by 
\  privately  bribing  the  mandarin  with  a  higher  fum,  \Wl  divert 
I  the  blow5  from  his  own  to  the  plaintiff's  back.  Hence  arife 
I  fbortal  difcords  and  enmities  among  therti,  which  will  ftick  \vl 
\ :  their  hearts  till  they  find  new  opportunities  of  fatisfying  their 
'  revenge ;  whilft  thofe  minifters  of  iniquity,  more  intent  oti 

Aeir  gain  than  their  duty,  or  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
*  "Abjeft,  rather  ftrive  to  blow  up,  than  to  fupprefs,  the  flame, 
I  4a  hopes  of  new  prefents  and  g^ns,  to  fatisfy  their  boundlefs 

•avarice  »• 
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SECT.    IV. 

0/  the  Learnings  ArtSy  Sciences ^  Language^  &c.  of  ibe 
Chinefe. 

hpHE  Chinefe  have-doubtlefs  been  too  much  cried  up  by  Learnings 
^  the  miffionaries  fpr  then:  learning,  anAas  unjufty  under-  arts^z.tf- 
valued  by  other  writers  for  their  want  of  it ;  neither  is  it  the  Chi- 
poflible  to  reconcile  what  we  are  told,  on  the  one  hand,  of  '^^^• 
their  having  carried  fome  of  their  fciences  to  fuch  a  high  de- 
gree from  the  times  of  their  earlieft  monarphs,  feparate  as 
tney  were  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  with  the  fmall  improve- 
ments they  have  fince-made  to  them  during  the  fpace  of  near 
4000  years ;  whilft  the  Europeans^  who  received  theirs  fo  recently 
from  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  have  fo  far  outflxipped  not  only 
them,  but  the  Chinefe,  within  the  compafs  of  two  or  three 
centuries.  ■  This  may  be  clearly  feen  by  what  we  have  already 
obferved  of  their  maps  of  the  world,  and  of  the  heavenly 

'  D,«  Haldb,  vol.  i,  p.  278.  Le  Compte,  Magaillan, &  al. 

M  z  ,       conftellations, 
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conftcUations,  as  well  as  from  the  impcrfea  apparatus  of  tWr    | 

famed  obfervatory  of  Pe-king^.     What  indifferent  aftrooo-    I 

mers,  and  worfe  geographers,  they  were  when  the  firft  £««-    I 

pean  miiEonaries  came  into  thofe  parts,  is  no  lefs  man^eft,    I 

from  the  reception  which  they  gave  to  thofe  learned  ftrangers.    I 

The  progrefs  they  have  fince  made  under  them  in  thofe  fcicnce%    I 

plainly  fliews  that  their  inferiority  to  the  Europeans  was  not  fo 

fi^r  re*    I3iuch  owing  to  want  of  genius  and  capacity,  as  to  thek*  bdflg 

ffi„j/         fituate  at  lo  great  a  diftance  from  them,  and  to  their  haog 

debarred  the  benefit  of  travelling,  and  correfponding  wiffl 

other  Teamed  nations  of  the  world  ;  fo  that,  all  things  coft- 

fidered,  it  ought  to  be  rather  a  wonder  that  they  had  made 

fo  great  a  progrefs  in  them,  with  thofe  flight  affiftances  thqf 

had  only  from  themfelves,  than  that  they  came  fo  far  behij4 

•    '  us  in  every  point.     And  it  appears  no  inconfiderablc  com* 

mendation  of  their  underJftanding  and  capacity,  that  they  ib 

Teadily  fubmitted  to  be  taught  by  a  people  of  whom  they  haa 

.fcarcely  heard  before  ;  and  to  be  inllruftcd  in  fuch  a  varietf 

.of  branches  of  learning,  which  they  were  not  only  ftrangeif" 

.to,  but  which  were  fo  very  oppofite  to  thofe  which  had,  tH 

MiUi  na-   ^^^^»  pafled  for  current  among  them.     It  is  true,  indeed, 

ries  encou'  ^"^^  ^"^^  Jefuits  took  care  to  be  well  backed  by  the  imperial 

raged  by     authority  and  favour,  before  they  ventured  upon  any  thing  of 

the^empe-    that  kind  ;  elfe  the  literati,  who,  till  then,  had  looked  up(^ 

ror.  ,        all  kinds  of  fcience  and  knowlege  to'  be  centred  in  them,  mig)i!l 

have  given  thenfi,  in  all  likelihood,  a  quite  contrary  recep^ 

tion,  for  prefuming  to  introduce  a  new  kind  of  learning,  which 

caft  fo  difadvantageous  a  reflexion  upon  their  old.     And  this 

is  no  other  than  what  Father  Verhieji  intimates  in  fome  of 

.  his  letters,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  and  not  without 

the  emperor's  interpofition,  that  the  generality  of  their  learned 

fubmitted  to  the  exchange  ^. 

'^heir  HowEVER  that  be,  whether  by  compulfion,  or  their  owfl 

grettt  pro  liking,  they  foon  found  reafon  more  than  fufficient  to  acknow- 

grefs.-         lege  the  fupe;-iority  of  the  Europeans  with  refpeft  to  feveral 

branches  of  the  miathematics,  and  other  fciences  ;  and  to  ad- 

.  mire  the  furprlling  experiments  which  were  ftiewn  to  them  ifl 

optics,  hydroftatics,  pneumatics,  flatics,  catoptrics,  perfpeftive^ 

■'cbr.  aS'Weii  as  their  various  lnfl:ruraeats  for  navigation,  aftro- 

^         '         nomy ,  mechanics,  6^ .  their  w  atches,  clocks,  chimes,  organs,  and 

other  fuch  curiofities,  as  were  not  only  perfedlly  new  to  them, 

but  were  looked  upon,  if  not  as  fo  many  new  and  flrange 

?iutomata,  fuch  as  the  vulgar  imagined  them,  yet  as  machines 

%  Apud  Le  Corapte,  ubi  fup.  part  2.  let.  3.        *  Idem  ibid. 
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Vaftly  exceeding  human  capacity  and  contrivance  (A),  till,  by  a 
lon^  continuance  with  them,  they  were  let  into  both  theory 


(A)  One  of  the  moft  furpri- 
£fig    experiments     in     optics, 
nrhich  they  fhewed  to  that  mo- 
narch, was  Ii  pretty  large  femi- 
cyliader,  of  a  very  light  kind 
of  wood,  in  the  middle  of  whofe 
axis  was  placed  a  convex  glafs, 
which,     being    turned  towards 
any  obje^  reprefented  it  within 
the  tabe,  in  its  natural  figure.- 
This  was  fo  much  a^dmired  by 
&at  monarch,  that  he  ordered 
a  machine  of  the  fame  nature  to 
be  made,  and  fet  up  in  his  gar- 
den at   Peking^  by  which  he 
might  fee  every  thing  that  pair- 
ed in  the  fb^ets,  and  places  ad- 
jacent,    without  being    feen  : 
which  was  accordingly  done,  to 
his   no    fmall  fatisfa^on  and 
wonder ;  but  mnch  more  fo  of 
lu8  emprefs,  and  other  princefles 
tf  the  court,  who,  being  con- 
fined within  the  palace,  could 
have  no  other  way  of  behold- 
ing what  >vas  done  abroad;  on 
which  account  the  objed-glafs 
^as  made  of  a  larger  compafs, 
in  order  to  take  in   a  greater 
fcope.. 

Father  Grifnakii  gave  the  mo- 
aarch  another  inftance  of  the 
wonderful  efFeds  of  optics,which 
aftonifhed  all  the  grandees  of  the 
empire.  He  made,  on  the  four 
walls  of  the  Jefuits  garden,  a 
liuman  figure^  of  the  fame  length 
with  the  wall,  which  was  fifty 
feet ;  and,  as  he  had  ftridly  fol- 
lowed the  rules,  there  was  no- 
thing to  be  feen  on  the  front 
bot. hills  .and  dales,  fore&s, 
chaces,  t^c,  ;  but,  from  a  cer- 
tain point  of  fight,  one  obferved 
the  figure  of  a  man  handfomcly 


fliapcd,  and  well-proportioned. 
The  magic  lantern,  catoptric 
inftruments,  telefcopes,  micro- 
fcopes,  and  other  glaffes,  which 
they  prefented  to  the  emperor, 
and  other  grandees,  did  no  lefs 
excite  their  admiration  ;  parti- 
cularly a  tube  in  the  form  of  an 
octagonal  prifm,  which,  being 
placed  parallel  to  the  horizon^ 
exhibited  eight  difierentfeenes  in  . 
fo  lively  a  manner,  that  they 
were  eafily  mistaken  by  the  Cbi* 
nefeibx  the  obje6b  themfelves. 

Among  other  hydraulics,  they 
prefented  that  monarch  with  an 
engine  of  a  newinvention,which 
threw  up  a  continual  ilream  or 
cafcade,  and  gave  motion  to  a 
very  regular  clock,  which  exhi- 
bited the  motions  of  the  hea- 
vens.    Thefe,  and  a  great  va- 
riety of  others   in  the  flatic, 
pneumatic,  and  mechanic  way, 
fome  curious  barometers,  ther- 
mometers, inftruments  for  dif^ 
covering  die  degrees  of  moiHure 
and  drinefs,    prifms,    clocks, 
watches  with  chimes,  alarums, 
and  other  contrivances,  which 
would  barely  ferve  for  amufe- 
ments  to  our  learned  in  Europe^ 
we  only  mention  here,  to  fliew 
how  ignorant  the  Qhimfe  nation 
was  in  thofe  various  branches 
of  the  mathematics ;  fo  that  we 
need  not  wonder  if  fuch  a  great 
variety    of    new   inftrum.ents, 
experiments,  books,  ledures,and 
denionftrations,  in  fome  meafure 
abated  their  natural  pride,  and 
caufed  them  to  look  upon  the 
Europeans  as  fuperior  to  thera 
at  leaft  in  all  thofe  refpeds  (i). 


M  3  ac 


;|nd  prafike ;  ^A  confounded  to  find,  th^t  ftny  oatipa  fo  4- 
.   ,       &2jxt  from,  and  till  thea  uokaown  to,  th^i^,  (hould  ^ve  isT 
rived  to  a  height  of  knowLsge  fo  far  liirpaiiing  their  owa. 
Kang-hi    The  emperor  Ki^ng-hi,  in  particular,  w*»  fo  c^misd  with 
agreatud'  QVery  thing  he  f^W  ^nd  he^d  from  them,  that  he  feem^  t0 
tnirer  of    grudge  every  moment  he  was  abfent  from  them,  and  contiiuied 
their         their*  ftedfaft  friend  aild  benefaftor  fo  long  as  he  lived.     His 
learning,    example,  and  the  fmgular  favours  and  honours  he  fliewed  ^ 
thofe  miffionaries,  foon  encouraged  the  whole  court,  and  tbj 
reft  of  the  grandees,  to  feek  their  friendfhip  and  acquaint^cc^ 
and  to  exprefs  an  uncommon  defire  to  be  inftrufted  in  tli^ 
new  brpches  of  European  learning  ;  fp  that  in  a  little  tim^ 
the  greateft  part  of  the  literau  apd  uobks  becajp^e  th«r  diftd- 
pies,    admirers,  and  patrons ;    and,  by  reading  the   bocdii 
which  they  wrote,  hearing  their  ledhires,  and  affifUng  at  their 
experiments,  became  themfelves  almoft  as  well  acquainted 
^  with  them  as  their  mafters  •*. 

This  hath  been  their  cafe  ever  fince  5  and  tho'  they  hari^ 

as  we  have  (hewn  in  a  former  feftion,  expelled  all  the  miiOoii* 

aries  out  of  tlie  empire,  yet  they  ftill  take  care  to  cultiva^ 

what  they  have  learned  from  them,  and  to  teach  it  in  all  thfi^ 

academies :  but  it  will  not  be  amifs,  before  we  go  farthor,  \» 

givefome  idea  qf  their  learning,  before  it  received  the  iia» 

'Agronomy  provements  above-mentioned.     Aftrohomy  was  one  of  th« 

\(yw  culti'  Iciences  which  they  valued  themfelves  moft  upon,  as  hai^ 

watfdf       been  very  intent,  according  to  their  accounts,  in  obfcrving  th| 

motions  of  the  heavens  ever  fince  the  foundation  of  their  mp: 

narchy ;  aud  haying  fome  fevere  laws  to  punifti  thpfe\yho  werf 

entrufted  with  that  employment  by  thp  ftate,  for  every  negl^ 

Calculate-  ^^»  ^^  f^^^  ^^fes,  ^ven  with  cleath.     And  if  what  we  are  tol4 

ing  of       by  the  Jefuits  be  true,  of  the  ex*ftnefs  with  which  they  cal- 

0cliffes;      c^lated  eclipfcs  from  the  earlieft  times,  infomuch  that,  ot  tbt 

thirty-fix  mentioned  by  Confucius y  there  are  but  two  falfc  and 

two  doubtful,  and  all  the  reft  have  been  inconteftably  verified 

by  fome  of  the  beft  aftronomers  of  their  fociety*^,  it  muft  be 

owned  that  jhey  excelled  all  other  nations  in  that  fcience : 

but  we  hope  we  hav^  elfewhprb  given  fuch  reafons  for  oiv 

doubting  of  the  truth  of  that  aflertion  **,  as  will  at  leaft  in- 

dine  vx  unprejudiced  reader  to  fufpeud  his  judgment  abouMtf 

Thofe  fla^  aftrcjnomers  might,  iu  all  probability,  only  record 

thofe  ca^ly  eclipfes,  together  with  the  exatft  time  when,  asd 

^  Verbzest  apud  Le  C«inpte,  ubi  fup.  part  2.  letter  3.  Ma- 
©AiLLAN,  Navaretta,  Martini,  &  al.  OirHALDB,  vol.  ii. 
p.  126,  &fe9.  •  Du  Halde,  ubi  fup.  vol,  ii,  p.  128, 

if;  feq.        ^  ^  See  beforej,  Un,  Hift.  vol,  xk-  p.  ijo,  k  (eq. 


Cvga.  wfaen^  they  «bappeiied,  as  they  did  all  other  celeftid 
phauioQMna  ^hat  came  under  their  <^fervations ;  and  in  pro* 
cefs  of  time,  when  the  way  and  method  were  found  pnt  of 
calcalatti^  them,  thofe  records  m^ht  be  made  to  pafs  for 
cakdadGns  or  predidions  (B).     Father  Caubilj  who  hath 


%l% 


(B)  There  is,  however,  a 
fingidar  pafTs^e  in  one  of  their 
antient  books,  called  Shu-kinvy 
the  fenfe  of  which,  if  rightly 
givea  tis  by  the  tranflator  (2), 
will,  if  jBot  quite  explode  what 
we  hare  offered  above  as  a 
IMTobabie  conjedure,  at  leaf! 
prove,  that  they  had  the  art  of 
calculating  ^clipfes  miich  earlier 
than  any  other  nation  we  know. 
It  contains  a  charge  againff  Hi 
and  Hoy  the  two  ftate  aftro- 
iiomcrs,  who,  drowned  in  wine 
and  debauchery,  had  negleded 
to  give  timely  notice  of  an 
tclipfe  which  happened  on  the 
b&  day  of  the  moon«   which 

was  alfo  the  time  of  the  au- 

tamnal  equinox,  at  eight  in  the 

morning,  not  far  from  the  con- 

ftellation  Fang  (a  ftar  in  the  fign  , 

Scorpio).    But,  fays  that  writer. 

Hi  and  Ho  fretend  they  knenv 

nothing  of  it.     Our  antient  em- 

t^orsje^ereiyfunijhed  thofe  *whofe 

oufinefs  it  tvas  to  examine  the  ce- 

vftal  motions,  and  did  not  exaShf 

f^ttel  them.  It  ii  ^written  in  the 

^wj,  fwhich  they  home  left  us, 

that  if  the  celefiial  phanomenon 

he  not  truly  fet  dopwn  in  the  ia- 

lendar,  or  hath  not  been  predi£ied, 

foch  a  neglf£i  ought  to  he  punijhed 

•wi>A  death^ 
Now,  if  Ju,  fpeaker  of  the 

above  fentence,  was  really  co- 
temporary  with  the  emperors 

Tan  and  ^hun,  the  eighth  and 

ninth  indefcent  from  Fo-hi,  as 

"  there  affirmed,   it  will  evi- 

dcntly  follow,   that  they  bad 

'(a)  hu  Haldi,  uhifup,  w/.  ii.  /.  tty*  &  fip  (3)  X^*  ihiJ  f.  12?. 

7/7-  (4)  ^/«  Univ,  m.  vqU  »•  ^  log*  &?  Af .  ^  auft.  ib.  citau 

\l)md,paf 

M  4  greatly 


thi^  art  much  earlier  than  tomf^ 
modern  authors  are  willing  to 
allow  them,  even  though  we 
(hould  retrench  fome  centuriea 
from  the  pretended  antiquity  of 
Fo-hii  efpecially,  if  what  />» 
Fkilde  adds  may  be  depended 
upon,  that  the  above-mentioned 
eclipfehath  been  fince  verified  hf 
feveral  eminent  matheinaticians 
among  the  Jefuits,  and  was  fuch 
a$  could  not  be  feen  in  any 
part  of  Europe  or  j(/ia,  but  in 
China  (3). 

But,  if  what  we  have  for- 
merly obfervcd  concerning  the 
great  uncertainty  of  the  Chine/& 
chronology  (4)  be  allowed  to  oe 
well  founded,  it  will  appear  to 
be  more  probable,  that  this 
quotation  out  of  the  Shu  king 
might  imply  no  more  than  that 
Hi  and  Ho  negledled  to  make, 
and  record,  their  due  obfcrva- 
tions  on  this  eclipfe,  they  being, 
as  the  text  fays,  drowned  in 
their  cups  and  debauchery  when 
it  happened ;  which  is  more 
likely  to  be  the  cafe,  than  that 
they  (hould  do  ib  when  they 
were  compiling  their  kalendar 
for  that  year,  if  any  thing  like 
that  was  really  done  in  thofe 
early  days.  Laftly,  if  thofe 
antient  records  have  been  dc- 
ftroyed,  what  could  hinder  thofe 
who  pretend  to  have  recovered, 
or  revived  them,  from  repre- 
fenting  things  in  a  more  advan* 
tageous  light,  than  ever  they  ap«- 
peared  in  thofe  protocols  (5 )  ? 
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ffrcaily  extx>Ucd  thdr  (kill  in  aftronomy,  doth  himfdf  acknwr- 
^e,  That  he  was  not  yet  certain  of  their  method  of  cMr 
ating  5  but  only  that  they  exprejfed  in  numbers  the  quality  tf 
thofe  eclipfes^  the  quantity  ecliffed^  the  parts  'where  vifik^ 
&G.  He  adds,  that  thejfigures  were  written  aiove  lOO  years 
before  our  Saviour ;  but  that  the  numbers  are  oh/cure,  andu- 
der/ioody  at  prefent^  but  by  few  CbXnck, 
7hecer'         BuT  whether  thofe  early  eclipfes  were  really  calcukted, 
flinty  of    oj.  only  obferved,  and  recorded,  by  thofe  antient  aftronomei% 
tbeQviX'    iiothing  can  give  us  a  more  irrefragable  proof  of  the  exafir. 
nee  re-     ^^^^^  ^^j  coSequently  of  the  auSienticity,  df  their  aniujr 
and  records  :  and  we  may  add  farther,  that  the  various  teffl^ 
monies  alleged  in  favour  of  their  early  (kill  in,  and  culdvatioi 
of,  aftronomy,  arc,  notwithftanding  all  the  difficulties  allegal 
againft  them,  fufficient  to  convince  the  moft  incredulous,  ^ 
it  Bianifeftly  bears  a  much  older  date  than  any  other  natioi 
can  pretend  to.  But  we  fhall  not  here  anticipate  feme  curlcwl 
hints  and  obfervations,  which  have  been  lately  communicatsi 
to  us,  by  fome  of  our  learned  correfpondents,  upon  this  fufe 
jeft,  and  which,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  will  ftrike  a  much  greatei 
light  upon  thefe  dark  and  cona*overted  points ;  but  whid( 
we  think,  will  be  beft  deferred,  till  we  come  to  fpeak  of  tk 
origin,    chronology,    and  antiquity,   of  the  Chinefe  natio^ 
which  they  more  properly  regard. 
Motions         The  fame  Father  Gauhil  further  afTures  us,  that  they  hal' 
'  andafpeas  curious  diagrams  of  the  pofitions  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
9f*he        computed  above   120    years  before  Chrift,    exhibiting  M 
planets,      number  and  extent  of  the  conftellations,  what  ftars  anfwerei 
to  their  folftices  and  equinoxes,  the  declinations  of  the  ftars^ 
with  the  diftance  of  the  tropics  and  the  poles.    They  were  ao* 
.quainted  with  the  motions  of  the  ftm  and  moon  from  weft  to 
eaft,  and  likewife  of  the  planets  and  fixed  flars,  though  they 
did  not  determine  the  motions  of  the  latter  till  400  years 
after  Chrift.     They  likewife  had  a  pretty  exaft  knowlege  of 
the  folar  and  lunar  months ;  and  gave  nearly  the  fame  revo- 
lutions to  SaturUy  Jupitery  Mars,  VenuSy  and  Mercury,  as 
we  do,   though  they  had  no  way  of  accounting  for  their 
feeming  retrogradations  and  ftations.     Some  fuppofe  the  hh- 
vens  and  planets  to  revolve  about  the  earth;   and  others, 
though  few  in  comparifon,  about  the  fiin  :  nor  is  there  any 
thing  to  be  feen  like  this  laft  fyftem,  in  their  afb'onomical  cal- 
culations, but  only  in  the  writings  of  fome  private  perfons  ^ 
Thus  far  that  learned  Jefuit. 

I  «  Gaubil,   apud  Souciet.   Obfervat.  Math.-  Vid,  &  Du 

I  Halde,  ubi  fup. 
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We  are  told  by  others,  of  their  antient  obfervatory  at  jfnthftt 
Nang'kingy  in  which  were  large  globes,  armillary  fpheres,  quad-  obfemja^ 
rants,  aftrolabes,  <bc,  not  unlike  thofe  of  that  oEPe-king,  which  foriej:^ 
VFc  have  elfewhere  defcribed  ^  and  whicb»Father  Ricci,  who 
viewed  them  fome  time  after  the  year  1 599,  when  he  firft 
came  into  China,  fays,  looked  as  fine  and  beautiful  as  any 
he  had  feen  in  Europe,  though  they  had  been  expofed  above 
2o6-  years  to  dl  the  injuries  of  the  weather  (C) ;  but,  as  to 
didr  ufe  and  exaftncfs,  they  flood,  like  the  others,  in  great       . 
need  of  improvement,  or  rather  were  fet  afide,  to  make  way 
for  a  better  fett.   They  had  another  obfervatory  at  Tong-fong^  That  of 
a  city  of  the  third  rank,  in  the  province  of  Ho-nan  (of  which  Tong- 
Ire  have  likewife  given  an  account,  in  a  former  feftion  g),  and  fong. 
^hich  the  Chinefe  pretend  to  have  been  built  by  Chew-kong,  one 
bf  the  mofl  expert  mathematicians  their  nation  ever  had,  and 
who  is  faid  to  have  flourilhed  1200  years  before  Ptolemy  was 
born,  and  to  have  fpent  whole  nights  in  obferving  the  rifing, 
actions,    and  figures,    of  the  conflellations.     Among  thsk  No  right 
other  obfervations,   upon  record,   of  eclipfes,   notable  con-  notion  of 
fonftions,  ifc./wt  meet  with  fome  relating  to  the  tranfit  oi  comets. 
scomets ;  but  it  doth  not  appear  that  .they  had  any  right  no- 
fcn  of  thofe  bodies,  their  motions,  orbits,  nature,  periods, 
isc,  but  looked  upon  them  as  fome  portending  meteors,  fuch 
%  they  interpreted  every  phaenomenpn  they  could  not  account 
Ifcr :   and  as  for  the  refl  of  their  aflronomical  obfervations, 
they  were  no  more  exaft,  till  they  received  their  farther  im-  Kalendar 
provements  from  Schaal,  Verbieji,  and  other  miffionaries,  ap-  mended  ^ 
pointed  by  the  emperor  Kang-hi  to  reform,  or  rather  to  new-  ^he  Je* 
model,  their  old  kalendars;  for  thefe,  notwithflanding  the^^^-^* 
pains  which  the  Chinefe  aftronomers  pretended  to  have  taken,  * 
if  they  really  did  fo,  to  regulate  them  accordmg  to  the  ca- 
nons formerly  compiled  by  Father  Ricci,  were  yet  found  fo 

'  See  before,  p.  28.  &  feq,  «  Ibid,  p.  70.  &  fcq, 

(C)  It  is  not  eafy  to  recon-  -kingdoms  and  countries  planted 

cile  what  thefe*good  fathers  tell  about  it  as  fo  many  diminitivc 

ns,  of  globes,  armillary  fphercs,  minifters    attending    on   their 

andotherinftrumcnts,  which  ne-  over-grown  empire,  as,  it  feems, 

ceffarily  fuppofe  their  having  a  all  their  maps  did  reprefent  it, 

right  notion  of  the  figure  of  the  ^till  the  Jefuits  gave  them  ajuftcr 

fearth,  With  whatthey  tell  us elfe-  notion  of  it.     The  reader  may 

where,oftheirfappofingittobe  fee  what  we  have  faid  on  this 

flat  and  their  country  in  the  very  head  in  the  firft  fc^lipn  (6). 
center  of  it,  and  all  the  other 

(6}  See  hifire,  p,  6.  (D). 

dcfeftive. 
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(d«fefV|Te»  At  the  beg^tming  of  tbjO:  moavoh^s  nagoi  f>^  »>' 

liaiid  in  need  of  fr^  eorreftioo^  aad  ,fi>B3e  farther  amfllA' 

inents. 

Kalendar       We  Oudl  add  another  remark,  wMch  'viU  mudi  lc(Ib(  te' 

«tr»i/r</  ^jf  credit  of  the  Chin^fi  nation,  with  rq^ard  to  their  great  a[ 

the  Je-      cation  to,  and  bcftfted  fldU  in,  aftronomy,  though  they 

fmits,        attained  to  a  greater  degree  of  it  than  they  really  appesur 

hare  done ;  which  is,  (hat  their  exccfliyc  fondnefe  for  * 

fcience  was  owing  to  a  foperftitlous  infatuation  for  aftr^ 

Chinefe    They  twihevcd,  and  do  fo  to  this  day,  that  every  ftar  or 

much        fteUation,  and  fevcry  planet,  hath  a  particular  inflaeoce  on 

gAxin  t^     fiiblun^ry  things,  citW  good  or  bad,  according  to  their 

AJiroio^.    ture,  or  various  configurations ;  and  that  it  was  poflibk 

foretei  a  vaft  number,  if/not  all  events,  by  calculatiDg  bef< 

hand  their  motions,  traafits  through  every  %n,   and 

'    various  afpefts  to  each  other ;  infomuch,  that,  like  the 

ncrafity  of  our  almanac-makers,  they  point  out  the  lucky 

unlucky  days  in  each  yearly  epbcmeris,  and  pretend  to 

terwars,  famines,  ficjcneis,  droughts,  good  or  bad  fc 

^heir        and  a  vaft  aumbcr  of  other  fuch  trafh :   and  it  ^was,  in 

afirological  probabiKty,  to  prevent  the  many  frauds  and  abufes  that  w< 

tribunal  %    committed  by  thofc  pretended  aftrologert,  and  to  have 

planetary  calculations  more  exaft,  and  the  predictions 

them  more  furc  and  regular,  that  there  was  an  aftr<  * 

tribunal  erefted  \  which  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderabfe 

Iti  office,     the  empire,  and  fubordinate  only  to  that  of  the  rites  ;  w] 

buiinefs  it  is  to  pre[ent  to  the  enjperor,  every  fg^ty-five  da] 

a  complete  fcheme  of  the  heavenly  motions,  and  afpcfts, 

the  next  forty -five  days ;  and  to  fet  down  th^  atteTi^tioeft 

the  air,  according  to  the  various  {cafbn$  j  together  with 

prediftions  relating  to  dife^fes,  drought,  plenty,  or  icgrdtyf 

the  days  on  which  there  will  be  winds,  xam,  bail,  thundef^ 

fnow,  (be, ;  and  to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  eclipfo 

that  are  to  happen  within  that  fpace ;  together  with  tteir 

duration,  the  day  and  hour  when,  the  place  of  heaven  where, 

the  number  of  digits  obfcured,  and  the  eifefis  thty  fuppoli 

it  will  produce,  according  to  the  figns  they  happen  in,  aai 

.  the  configuration  of  the  heavenly  bodies  at  that  time.    Thefe 

^ccouni^  muft  be  prefented  to  the  emperor  fome  months  bc^ 

fore  the  eciipfe  happens,  in  order  to  ha%'e  them  conveyed,  by 

*     proper  officers,  into  every  one  of  the  fifteen  provinces,  exaftljf 

calculated  according  to  the  longitude  and  latitude  of  each 

of  them,  and  there  to  be  publifhed,  in  a  moft  folemn  man* 

ijer,  and  with  fuch  ftrange  ceremonies,  as  fhew  their  great 

fpndnefs  for  aftrology  and  fuperftitioi,  rather  than  a  true  and 

well' 


tfaoCe  &W  \v^  wc  }vm  iftfejFt^  }p  d)^  C^Upving  note  (B). 

Their  gepii^tiy  is  ftUl  more  foperfipial ;  aad  tfai^tr  met  Gtwutry; 
tl^  of  foiviog  of  prQbJl^q?^  is  r^th^  .by  i0di3/ftioa  than  any 
(^^  prmapliBS,  t^ey  h^vhlg  Qititber  th^ry  nor  practice,  in 
talerabk  d^P^e^S   tl^y  are  inde^  more  essaflinmea- 

tbeU*  iQ^tho4  be^  both  ea(y  aoii  exftft.    But  what  ExetU  im 
moft  excdil  Iq,  ^ccoriiiQg  t)o  £)|/  Haldt^  b  their  arith-  arUbmHa 
%  in  wbiicb  ar^  fpup4  all  t^  rules  for  adding,  fubtra&f 
multipiyiog,  and  dividing,  eiuiftly  laid  down  in  their 
\  Aot  in4ee4  by  aritbmetical  di^rafibers,  liJiie  ours,  from 
•to  %  wjaich  ithey  kpow  not  th^  ufe  of,  but  by  the  help  of    ' 
i  iofliiiin^t,  which  ^ey  call  SwM'i^My  whidi  the  reader 


^.(D)  T]^e  cerempny  of  it  is 

f  follows.     Pirft,  there  is  af- 
1,  to  all  public  places,  feme 
iys  before- hand,  a  fcheme  of 
cclipfe,    the  time  when, 
ration,  and  other  particulars, 
ove-related.  The  mandarins, 
(ig  likewiie  had   previous 
are  to  appear  on  the 
it  happens,  drefled  in  their 
lalities,  9t  the  ^ftrooomical 
}apal,  and  to  have  tables  fet 
fore  them,  on  which  the  whole 
sfs  is  delineated,  in  order 
obfcrve  the  exaft  time  of  its 
tfeginning  and  ending,  and  other 
r  ptrticulars,  compare  them  with 
1 4e  fcheme,  which  lies  before 
!  Ibcm,  and  to  communicate  to 
■  each  other  their  remarks  upon 
.  tke  whole  tranfadion. 
i     As    foon    as   they  perceive 
I  diat  the  luminary  begins  to  be 
;  darkened,  they  fall  upon  their 
fnees,  beat  their  hes^s  againft 
die  ground;  while  the  drums 
:  and  Rettle-drums  make  a  fear- 
ful noife  along  the  flreets  of 
the  city,  accompanied  with  the 
Iboots  of  t^  people ;  pnrfuant 
tp  ai;i  old  notion  they  have  had, 
nom  the  earlieft  times,  that  the 
noif^  fuccoured  thofc  two  ufe- 
fttl  planets,   and  frighted  the 


dragon  away,  whofe  horrid 
claw*  they  imagine,  ibath  got 
hold  of  the  luminary,  in  ordev 
to  devour  it,  and  is  the  caufe 
of  the  defedl  of  its  light  For 
though  the  wifer  fort  are,  by 
this  time,  fenfible  enough,  that 
eclipfes  are  natural  cfFedls,  yet 
can  they  not  diveR  themfelves 
of  the  old  prejudice,  that  they 
commonly  portend  feme  fmifter 
events  to  their  nation ;  a^d,  for 
that  reafon,  the  fame  cere- 
mony is  obferved  throughout 
the  whole  empire,  itf  hopes  to 
avert  the  omen. 

Whilfl  the  mandarins,  and 
other  officers,  continue  thus 
proftrate,  all  the  time  the  eclipfe 
lafts,  there  are  other  perfons  em- 
ployed in  obferving  and  exa- 
mining, with  the  tttmoft  careful- 
nefs,  the  beginning,  length, 
end,  ^nd  other  circumflances, 
of  it,  and  comparing  it  with 
the  fcheme  delivered  to  them. 
Thcfe  obfervations  ■  are  after- 
wards to  be  brought.  Written 
with  their  own  hand,  and  fealed 
with  their  own  feal,  to  the  em- 
peror, who  compares  them  with 
thofe  he  himfelf  hath  made  on 
it,  with  equal  attention,  in  his 
own  palace  (7). 


f?)  Fide  ff^varfita,  M^rtm,  U  Cmfte,  Dn  Ual4*^  &  <iA 


Will 
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vfiH  find  dcfcribed  in  a  fonner  part  of  tMs  work  *,  it 
ajffirmed  to  have  been  invented  by  a  learned  ko4au,  ever 
-  the  reign  of  JVhang-tiy  their  third  empercx*,  and  to  have 
tinned  in  life  ever  fince.     By  this  inftrument,  we  are 
they  are  able  to  difpatch  any  arithmetical  operation, 
more  furprifing  eafe,  quicknefs,  and  exaftnefs,  than  thelx 
matter  in  that  art  can  do  in  EuropCy  either  by  counters  I 
figures  ^.    How  for  that  method  will  extend  beyond  the  H 
general  rules  abpve-mentioned,  whether  to  decimals,  fraftioj 
feUowftiip,  ^c.  we  are  not  told ;   yet,  confidering  whaP 
trading  nation  they  are,  and  that  they  have  no  other  way' 
reckoning  but  this,  -one  would  fuppofe,  that  it  muft  take 
all  thofe  branches.  Some  notion  they  feem  to  have  of  algcb^ 
by  the  ufe  they  are  faid  to  make  of  fome  of  its  problems, 
their  geometry  ^ ;  but  in  this,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  i 
mathematics,  they  are  ftill  very  imperfeft,  much  lefs  wt 
they.fupniftied  with  any  fuch  Excellent  helps  as  our  tables 
lines  and  tangents,  logarithms,  6t.  fo  very  neceflary  and  e 
peditious,  and  exad,  in  all  agronomical  calculations ;  exec 
the  miffionaries  above-mentioned  have  thought  fit  to  inftra 
them  in  the  ufe  of  them :  but  that  is  what  we  can  hardly^ 
pofe  any  of  them  ever  did,  the  Chinefey  in  general,  being  t 
turally  averfe  to  every  kind  of  abftrufe  learning,  and  in« 
pable  of  too  cbfe  application ;  and  thcfe  they  could  wt 
taught,  without  being  made  previoufly  acquainted  witht 
Eurapenn  arithmetic ;  which,  befides  its'  novelty,  would  ta 
appeared  to  them  an  infurmountable  taflc :    and  this,  joins 
to  their  reluftance  to  be  beholden  to  ftrangers  for  any  braiK 
of  learning,  could  be  but  a  fmall  encouragement  to  the  Jefuil 
to  force  fo  fure  and  expeditious  a  one  upon  them,  the  coi 
cealing  of  which  would  ffill'fecure  them  a  vifible  fuperiorif 
over  them. 
Kaviga-        They  continue  ftill  very  unflcilled  in  the  art  of  navigattoa 
tiott  and     though  they  pretend  to  have  had  it  from  the  earlicft  timfij 
Joipfing.    and  to  have  failed,  fome  thoufend  years  ago,  over  all  the  h% 
dian  feas,  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  and  that  withotf 
the  help  of  the  compafs  ;  which,  though  they  boaft  themfebd 
to  be  the  iirft  inventors  of,  yet  they  did  not  difcover  till* 
,     long  time  after. 
Jf lather        The'  learned  HuetiuSy  in  his  treatife  of  the  navigation  oP 
they  e'ver   the  antients;  hath  endeavoured  to  confirm  this,  from  a  paff- 
/ailed  to     age  in  what  he  calls  the  Annals  of  the  City  of  Ormus ;  to 

/;&irCapc    ^  \ 

Vi2r^        *  ^'ni^'  Hift.  vol.  XX.  p.  141.  &  feq.         ^  Vide  MartW? 
Hift.  Sinenf.  lib.  1,    Le  Compte,  ubi  fup.  letter  8.    CarreR»» 
Navaretta,  &  al.  ^  Le  Compte,  ubifupia.    . 
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viich  it  is  affirmed^  that  400  Chviefe  veflels 'have  been  ob- 
ierred  to  come  into  the  Perjk  gulf,  and  to  lade  and  unlade  a 
•  prodigious  quantity  and  variety  of  the  rkheft  tnerchandizes. 
The  misfortune  is,  that  that  learned  prelate  doth  not  give 
OS  any  account  of  thofe  annals,  nor  about  what  time  fuch  a 
prodigious  number  of  vefTcls  were  feen  in  that  gulf.  Neither 
doth  it  appear,  from  any  of  the  Chinefe  records,  or  in  any  of 
what  is  ftyled  their  claffic  books,  if  we  may  believe  th^  cele- 
farated  Jefuit  Parrenin  *.  From  which  he  conjeAurcs,  that 
the  word  Ta-kn-cbatiy  which  the  Chinefe  give  now  to  the  cape 
above-mentioned,  and  fjgnifies  no  more  than  the  mountain  of 
liigh  waves,  might  have  been  formerly  given  to  fonie  of  thofe 
vhich  they  met  with  in  their  failing  to  Batavia^  Siam,  &c. : 
wd  many  fuch  there  are,  doubtlefs,,  along  thofe  feas,  and  to 
have  been  fince  appropriated  to  that  far  diftant  one,  out  of  a 
feod  ambipon  of  being  thought  to  have  extended  their  navai 
o^iDcrce  fo  far  beyond  whatever  they  did,  or  indeed  couM 
poffibly  do,  conlidering  the  unfitnefs  of  their  trading  vefliels, 
and  their  imperfeft  ftilT  in  the  art  of  navigation. 

Their  {hipping,  indeed,  as  it  is  at  prcfent,  and  hath  been  "Sbifs^hnm 
wcr  fince  the  coming  of  the  Europeans y  appear  altogether  huik* 
unfit  for  fuch  long  and  dangercMis  voyages;  and  though  tb^jr 
haTc  them  of  all  bulks  and  fizes,  yet  the  very  bcft  df  them 
fcm  only  defigned  for  thofe  feas  which  furround  their  counr 
tiy,  and  the  reft  for  failing  on  their  lakes,  rivers,  and  canals. 
The  former  are  properly  no  other  than  flat-bottomed  veflels, 
^th  two  mafts,  and  not  above  eighty  or  ninety  feet  in  length. 
The  forepart  is  not  made  with  d  beak,  but  fifes  up  fpme- 
whatlike  two  wings,  or  horns,  and  makes  but  a  very  odd 
figure ;  and  the  ftern  is  open  ia  the  middle,  to  receive  the 
rudder,  and  ftielter  it  from  the  beatii^  of  the  waves.  This 
nidder,  which  is  about  five  or  fix  feet  broad,  may  be  ealily 
raifed  or  lowered,  by  means  of  a  cable  fattened  to  it  from  the 
ftern. 

These  fhips  have  neither  mizzen-maft,  bowfprit,  nor 
Icuttles,  but  only  a  main  and  fore-maft,  to  which  they  fome- 
times  add  a  fmall  top-maft,  of  no  great  ufe.  Their  fails  are  ^ailu 
of  mats,  made  of  bamboo,  divided  into  leaves,  like  a  pocket- 
l^k,  which  fold  and  unfold  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  ikreen, 
and  are  joined  together  by  a  pole,  macje  alfo  of  bamboo.  On 
the  top  is  a  piece  of  wood,  fervifig  for  a  fail-yard,  and  at  the 
hottom  a  fort  of  plank,  above  a  foot  broad,  and  four  or  five 
inches  thick,  which  keeps  the  fail  fteady,  when  they  hoift  it 
^P  or  down.     Irt  a  word,  thefe  iliips  are  only  made  to  fail  on 

*  Lettrcs  edifiant  vol.  xxvJ.  p.  78.  &  feq, 

thofe 


^i§o 
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t^dfe  fea$9  sAd  \Vould  be  of' little  nfe  hi  tlie  hsmk  of  ^'1 
Chinefef,  who  know  h<iw  to  ibanage  them ;  aftd  r 
fake  in  and  retain  more  Wind,  oft  acicbftiR  of  the  i 
their  fath,  yet  they  Ibfe  thdt  adrdntage  in  otiie^  fefpeft^<1 
being  built  fo  differently  from  ours^. 

THfeiR  aiichors  ai^  made  of  a  hard  and  heaty  fon  of  \ 
Which  they  call  Tye-tnuy  or  ii^on-wood^  which,  Ihey  i 
nor  fo  apt  to  bend  a^  thofemade  of  iron :  hoW^cr,  thc/i 
care  ^  tip  both  flakes  wifh  that  mem).  Thdr  fliiplj 
caiilked,  not  with  pXtoh  and  tar,  as  oCirs,  bat  with  a  1 
gum,  which  is  fo  good,  that  a  well  of  tM^o  a:t  the  boti 
the  ^oM  is  fufficieftt  to  keep  the  rt&\  dry ;  fbr,  hkhefto,  t 
kiSQiW  AotKing  df  the  ufe  of  the  pump,  but  driw  the  i^ 
cJbt  n^ith  buckets.  Tfeeir  fhips  have  neither  mafter  nor  i 
6n  b6aiti,  but  are  left  to  the  management  of  thofe  that] 
theni,  who  art  commonly  pretty  good  pilots  in 
0K>ugh  indiflfeitnt  ones  in  the  main  fea,  and  would 
^K6ri^fo^  were  they  to  take  any  long  voyages  (E). 


(E)  Their  itiedH>d,  k  feems, 
IS'  to  lay  the  head  of  the  fbip 
upon  thie  rhulnb  on  which  they 
propofe  to  fail,  and  hold  on 
their  courfe,  without  giving 
thcmrdves  any  troutle  about 
the  devijitiorf  of  the'  veflel; 
Which  is  done  by  the  help  of 
ia  filken  thread,  which  divides 
thefurface^f  the  card  into  two 
eqiial  parts,  frdm  north  to  A>utk. 
This  may  be  performed  two 
wa^;  'uiK.  either  by  ptttdng 
tho  rhamb  parallel  to  the  keel, 
and  then  turning  the  veHel 
(fuppofing  they  &fign  to  fail 
liorth-eaft),  till  the  needle  be- 
comes parallel  to  the  fWng ;  or, 
which  anfwers  to  the  fame,  by 
piitting  riie  thread  parallel  to 
the  keel,  they  make  the  needle 
point  to  the  north-weft.  How- 
ever^  the  rftain  difHculty  is 
to  keep  the  vefTel  fteady  on 
its  rhumb,  which  is  next  to  im- 
poflible,  confidering  the  fmall- 
iiefs  of  their  rudder,  and  the 
ftretching  and  wabbling  of  the 
j-opcs  K>  which  it  is  faftencd. 
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I'heir  eoihpafs  is  ftill 
defedive,   being  only  a 
the  rims  of  Which  are 
into  twenty-foar  equal 
and  make  the  different 
or  winds.  This  box  they'j 
upon  a  bed  of  (and,  or  : 
thing  of  that  foft  nature,  i 
much  to  keep  die  needle  i 
from  the  agitation  of  tlk 
which  is  ever  jogging  it  < 
its  equilibrium,  as  to  '   ' 
paftil  with  which  they  , 
them  every  moment :    for  ( 
is  their  fuperitition,  in  this  j 
fpe£l,  as  not  only  to  regale! 
winds  with  fuch  perfumes,'' 
even  to  offer  vi6luals  to 
bywayoffacriftce.   Thei 
of  the  largeft  compafs  i 
above  three  inches  long, 
hath  at  one  end  fomething  1 
a  flower^  de-lu(:e,   and  on 
other  a  kind  of  trident: 
for  thefe,  we  arc  toM,  they  J 
beholden  to  the  Jafanefe\ 
they  are  brought  to  them  f 
Naftga-faki* 
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have  already  fpok^  of  the  10,000  imperial  barks,  Btauly 
Jh  carry  the  tribute  and  provifions  from  all  the  provincee  h^rh ; 
lo  the  city  of  Pe-king,  and  are>  by  far,  the  fineft  and  larfieA, 
ind  df  equal  breadth  from  head  to  Hern.     The  next  date  is^ 
iat  of  thofe  which  are  kept  by  the  emperor,  to  convey  the  vice* 
lOys,  governofs,  and  mandarins,  to  their  refpeftiva  govan- 
Dents,  of  which  he  hath  likewife  a  great  number,  and  all  of 
IbeBi  finely  gilt,  carved,  and  adorned  Without,  and  funuftied 
Kth  moft  commodious  and  handfome  apartments  within. 
kit  to  them,  are  thofe  which  belong  properly  to  the  princes  'onrhut 
jf  the  blood,  to  the  nobles,  grandees,  literati,  and,  \aSi  oS  firts  of 
SI,  thofe  that  belong  to  merchants  and  trade&ven..    All  of  ^^^^* 
Ikm  are  built,  adorned,  and  fm-nifhed,  more  or  lefe  iam|p^ 


This  account  of  their  method 
tf  (ailing,  vefTel,  tackle,  ^c. 
kUch  we  have  extra^ed  out  of 
fte  obfenrations  which  five  Jc- 
tiit  miffionsries  made,  on  their 
llffiigjB  from  Siam  to  Chinas  in 
Ive^el  belonging  to  Can^on^ 
fm  1687  (7),  will  faffice  to 

Eoor  readers  an  idea  of  the 
and  ferve  to  convince  them, 
if  the  Chinefe  were  fuch  an- 
failors,  and  the  real  in- 
fWian  of  the  compafs,  they 
We  reaped  but  fmall  advan- 
tl|es  from,  and  made  but  very 
)ltt  improvements  in,  both. 

Thcfe  needles,  whether  they 
PWt  brought  from  Japariy  as 
A^laft  quoted  authors  a&m, 
Vmade  in  China^  as  Du  Halde^ 
itdfome  of  his  fraternity,  feem 
•intimate,  do  not  receive  their 
^Sroc,  if  we  may  believe  what 
""  her  of  the  fame  order  tells, 
on  the  authority  of  one  of 
fancied  Chiiuft  books, 
^m  the  loadftone,  though  they 
vcit  there  in  great  plenty; 
It  from  a  Grange  mixture  oif 
pimem,  cinabar,  fandrak,  and 
ngs  of  fteel,  all  reduced  into 
:  powder,  and  made  into  a 
of  paile,    by  a  fuHicient 


quantity  of  blood  drawn  from 
the  comb  of  a  white  cock. 
This  pafte,  in  which  the  needleg 
are  to  be  put,  and  clofely  rolled 
in  paper,  is  to  be  kept  {^^vi 
days  and  nights,  over  a'  clear 
and  conllant  charcoal  fire ;  after 
which,  they  being  taken  out, 
and  worn,  three  days  longef, 
next  to  a  man's  ikin,  will  be 
found  fit  for  ufe,  and  point  di« 
redlly  to  the  north  ;  and,  what 
is  ftill  more  furpridng,  without 
being  liable  to  thoie  frequent 
variations  with  thofe  that  are 
touched  with  the  loadftone  (*). 

Our  author  doth  not  feem 
indeed  willing  to  think  fuch  a  A 
odd  mixture,  and  much  lefs 
with  fuch  a  procefs,  likely  x6 
produce  fuch  extraordinary  ef- 
lefts.  Neverthelefs,  from  the 
Chinefe  being  ignorant  or  in- 
fcnfible  of  the  variation  of  their, 
needle,  fo  much  complained  of 
by  other  mariners,  he  fecms  to 
conclude  it  probable,  that  thofe 
which  are  in  ufe  among  them 
havethat  pccuKarquality,  above 
thofe  which  are  touched  wirh 
the  loadHone,  whatever  be  the 
means  by  which  it  is  conveyed 
into  them. 


(■]  t>u  Halde,   mbi  [up.    vtt.  i.  f>.  Jjag.   ^  fej, 
fi^^Lete,  edifiafft.  vol,  xxii.  />,  4C4.  fij. 
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tuourty,  according  to  the  rank  qf  the  owners,  yctfe^.  thi 
thofe  of  the  loweft  order  are  ftill  very  beautiful  and  fmy^ 
nient,  and  in  fuch  number,  as  to  make  a  very  noble  flicwon 
their  canals  and  rivers,  and  efpecially  in  their  moft  confidcr- 
able  cities,  for  concourfe,  where  they  appear  in  fuch  vaft  quaa* 
titles,  as  to  extend  themfelves  for  fome  miles  together,  ii 
cxaft  rows,  three  or  four  deep,  on  thofe  rivers  and  canstf 
But  thofe  which  belong  to  the  prince$  and  nobles  appear  qiii 
magnificent,  and  Inore  like  caftles  on  the  water,  being  dirUk 
into  a  variety  of  fumptuous  apartments,  for  ftate  and  coini 
Windows.'  niencd.     Their  windows  and  doors,   which  are  made  H 
grates,  have  oyfter-fhells,  or  fome  fine  linen  or  filk  fpre 
over  vdth  fine  white  wax,  inftead  of  glafles,  to  let  the  1^ 
through :  and  even  thofe  which  are  employed,  to  the  num 
of  ,365,  to  carry  the  emperor's  fifh  from  fome  diftant 
vinces  to  Pe-king,  togeth^*  with  fome  of  the  fineft  filks, 
cades,   and  other  rich  merchandizes,   for  the  court,  arc 
painted  with  a  fine  vermilion,  curioufly  gilt  and  carved, 
All  kinds  of  veflels  in  general,  that  fail  upon  thofe  < 
rivers,  lakes,  &c.  (F)  are  under  the  beft  regulation ;  and^ 
are  obliged  to  flxike  to  thofe  which  belong  to  the  empai 
and  the  reft  to  each  other,  according  to  their  rank  :  anJ 
the  whole  country  abounds  with  lakes,  rivers,  and  efpeci 
artificial  canals,  fo  one  may  behold  there,  with  pleafure, 
infinite  variety  of  vefTels  failing  on  them,  fome  for  diverfion 
grandeur,  others  for  commerce  and  carnage,  ^11  {w 
with  people  bufily  taken   up  with   their  various  ernjA 
ments. 
Floating         We  fhall  clofe  this  article  with  a  word  of  their  floal 
njillages.     villages,  and  their  rafts  on  the  rivers  and  canals.     The  i 
mer  of  thefe  are  flat-bottomed  barges,    neatly  built,   v 
little  houfes  upon  them,  in  rows,  fome  larger,  fome  fmaB 
in  which  live  feveral  families,  who  carry  on  fome  fort 
bufinefs  or  manufaflure,  and  feldonj  go  on  ftiore,  except 
TtmBer       buy  or  fell,  but  live  wholly  in  thofe  veflels.    The  othp*,  ' 
foats,        the  rafts  or  floats  on  the  rivers,  do  moflJy  belong  to  the 

*       '  (F)  To  thefe  wc  may  add  a  feet  water;  and,  as  their 

a  kind  of  gallies,  in  great  ufe  do  not  reach  to  the  oppo 

amongft  them,  not  only  along  fide  of  the  (hip,    as  oars  i 

the  coafts,    and  between  the  but  are  placed  on  the  oociii 

iflands,  but  alfo  on  the  rivers,  in  a  pofition  almoft  parallel 

canals,  and  lakes.     Thefe  arc  the  body  of  the  bark,  each  < 

likewife    Rat  -  bottomed ,    and  is  eafily  moved,  with  few  kandft 

about  as  long  as  our  merchant-  and  the  vefiel  made  to  go  verf 

men  of  between  300  and  400  fwifdy. 
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and  timber-mcrchantSi  who  are  0001010111/ the  rkheft  in  €hina» 

*Thefe,  inftead  of  barks  to  carry  their  goods,  make  ufe  of  thofe 

rafts ;  which  are  made  in  the  following  manner.     After  the 

timber,  which  they  cut  down  in  the  woods  and  forefls  of  the 

province  of  Se-chwetiy  is  brought  to  the  river  Kyangy  they 

take  what  is  neceilary  to  make  a  raft  four  or  five  feet  high, 

i^d  ten  or  more  long ;  then  boripg  holes  at  each  end  of  tl^ 

teeces  of  wood,  run  tlirough  them  twilled  oilers,  by  which 

Siey  faften  the  reft  of  the  timber  together,  fo  as  to  form  a  raft 

p  any  length,  to  float  upon  the  river,  fome  of  which  will  ex- 

wid  half  a  league,  or  more.     The  feveral  parts  of  the  raft, 

jeing  thus  put  together,  are  eafily  moved  any  way,  like  the 

liks  of  a  chain,  and  four  or  five  of  the  foremoft  men  guide  it 

ith  their  poles  or  oars ;  while  others,  placed  at  proper  di- 

ances  along  the  fides,  help  to  conduft  it.    Thefe  men  build  ^  • 

pen  them  little  huts,  covered  with  mats,  or  boards,  from  fpacc 

0  fpace,  and  there  keep  their  moveables,  drefs  their  viftuals, 

jd  take  their  reft.     At  every  city  they  touch  at,  they  fell 

idr  houfes  along  with  the  timber.     In  this  eafy  manner  do 

jofe  floats  perform  their  courfe  upon  thofe  lakes  and  rivers, 

le  longeft  of  which  is  reckoned  above  600  leagues,  when 

ley  carry  their  wood  to  Pe-king  ^,    And  thus  much  will 

office  for  their  Ikill  in  navigation. 

Should  we  carry  our  inquiry  higher,  with  relation  to  DefeSii'vi 
jeir  fldil  in  other  arts  and  fciences,  we  (hall  ftill  find  them  ^^  ^^^^^ 
lore  defeftive.     They  know  but  little  of  natural  philofophy,  ^''/^  ^^^ 
lat  is  well  founded,  but  what  they  learned  from  the  Eu-  f^^^^^^^' 
fpeans.     Some  of  their  greateft  virtuofo*s  appeared  quite 
ftoniftied  at  fome  common  experiments  the  Jefuits  (hewed   . 
lem,  fuch  as,  caufing  hot  water  to  freeze  before  a  large 
re,  the  petrifying*  or  making  of  aj"tificial  ftone  only  with  two 
ifFerent  liquids,    the  efFefts  of  the  aurum  fulminanSy '  and 
Ithers  of  the  like  nature ;  and  owned,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
icular  demonftration  could  have  convinced  them  of  the  pof* 
ibility  of  them.     Much  more  were  they  furprifed,  at  leaft 
nwardly,  to  have  thofe  efFefts  clearly  explained  to  them,  from 
kiatural  principles,  and  that  by  ftrangers,  born  at  fuch  a  vaft 
Biftance  from  them,  who  had,  till  then,  imagined  all  kind  of 
ll^tnung  confined  within  the  limits  of  theu-  own  empire  *. 

As  to  moral  philofophy,  though  they  have  more  good  books 
■"i^mttcn  on  that  fubjeft  than  on  any  other,  and  think  them- 
fclves  to  excel  all  other  nations  in  it,  yet  a  Kttle  acquaintance 

•  *  De  his,  vide  MAOAiLtAW,  Navar^tta,  Carriri,  Mar- 
TiNi^  Le  Compte,  l)tj  Halde,  &  al.  .  *  Parrbnin:,  fibi 
fi^.  vol',  j^xiv.  p.  51.  &  feq. 

Moo.  Hist-  Vol.  VIII,  N  with 
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widi  thfir  writiogs  will  eafily  convince  an  unprejudiced  wi^^ 
how  fliort  they  come  not  only  of  ours,  but  Ukewife  of^ibe 
of  the  beft  heathen  philofophers.  The  whole  of  it  is  redu^ 
under  the  two  following  heads ;  viz.  the  relative  dudes  oC 
parents  and  children,  and  of  princes  and  their  fubjefts.  Tlqf 
make  no  diiUndlion  between  morality  and  politics,  betwm 
the  art  of  living  and  governing  well.  In  thefe,  fays  Du  H(^ 
their  fages,  whp  are  very  numerous  and  volumioous>  halt 
endeavoured  to  excel,  not  fo  much  in  high  flights  of  d(H 
quence  and  rhetorical  ftyle,  as  in  adapting  their  reafc  ' 
and  perfuafives  to  the  meaneft  capacities,  in  order  tp 
mankind  wifer  and  better  by  their  writings. 
They  have  LoGic  and  rhetoric,  one  would  have  reafonably  exi 
neithiT  lo-  to  have  been  in  no  fmall  perfeftion  amcHig  a  people  who 
'^/l*^'-  themfelves  fo  much,  and  have  been  fo  highly  cried  up 
rh4tonc.  ^^^  j^^  ^^^  ^  reafoning,  and  polite  method  of  fpca 
and  writing)  never thelefs,  what  talents  they  have  in 
way  appear  to  be  intirely  natural  to  th^m,  fince  they 
not  oDt  rule  to  teach  them  how  to  argue  clc^ely  and  r^ 
nor  for  fpeaking  or  writing  politely  and  elegantly,  but 
wholly  to  the  light  of  their  reafon,  and  the  juftnefs  of  < 
paring  their  ideas  tc^ether  in  the  one,  and  in  the  clear 
lUccinA  arrangement  of  their  periods,  lively  and  en^gedc 
prdBons,  bold  metaphors  and  allufions,  in  the  other, 
this  laft,  however,  they  add  commonly  the  wife  maxims 
fentences  of  their  fages,  which  being  in  higheil  repute  ain< 
them,  aad  couched  in  fuch  a  eoncife  and  myftic  ftyH  ^ 
contain  a  great  deal  of  reafoning,  and  variety  of  thoughts, 
few  words,  commonly  make  a  much  flronger  impr^on 
the  boldeft  Qgures  of  our  artificial  rhetoric,  or  at  leaft 
not  fail  of  iilencing,  if  they  da  not  altogether  convince, 
antagonift  K 

fhyfic.         Physic,  they  pretend  to  be  as  antient  as  their  goodeq 
pcror  IVhang'ti^  or  H^ang-ti^   the  third  in  fticcdBon  firoi 
Fo-hi^  their  founder.     TWs  good  prince,  th^y  fey,  obfisrwfl 
that  UKinkind,  being  t^mented  by  the  rigour  of  the  fea£)^ 
from  without,  and  by  their  paifions  and  intemperance  fioi 
within,  did  feldom  live  their  full  time,  ordered  three  emifldi 
perfons  of  his  court  to  examine  the  nature  and  oeGonomy  ^ 
the  blood-veflels ;   after  which,  lie  appointed  proper  »cdi* 
dues  for  every  difeafe  "" ;  thefe  were  chiefly  of  the  vegetabli 
kind,  to  which  they  have  made  fome  few  improvements  iMt 

^Parrenin,  ubi  fup.  vol,  xxiv.  p.  51.  &  fcq.  »  Ma»- 

'    TiNi,  HiH.  SiniA  imp.  3.    Du  Halpi,  ibid.  &  aL 

4  IxSj 


i 

C.  I.  ne  HiJIcry  df  CKm^.  195 

iardly  worth  mentipDing ;  fuch  as  iatroducing  feme  of  the  mi- 
nerals ioto  ufe,  together  with  fweatiog,  cautoriiiDgy  aiid  fem^ 
times  (though  very  fiddom)  phlebotomy*   As  to  purging,  vo- 
wiUDgy  and  dyfters^  they  have  but  a  mean  opinion  of  their 
i&:acj,  if  there  be  npt,  perhaps,  fomething  in  them  that 
<NSends  their  modefty,  and  makes  them  arerfe  to  them.   How* 
ever^  as  their  Hull  in  anatomy,  natural  philoTophy,  phyiics, 
;  ifc,  which  are  the  foundation  of  that  noble  fcience,  is  fo  very 
^  fmall,  we  cannot  expeA  them  to  have  made  aoy  great  pro- 
\  iSciency  in  it.  ^ 

Thet  pretend,  indeed,  to  an  extraordinary  knowlege  in  Sh'ilh 
^aHes,  and  to  diicover  not  only  the  nature  and  degree  of  a/'^'* 
f|iatient*s  diftemper,  but  iikewiie  how  long  it  will  laft,  and 
'^.Whether  it  will  prove  mortal,  by  the  fole  feeling  of  his  pulfe ; 
<^,  ^  we  may  believe  the  miffionaries,  their  ikill  in  this 
piay  is  furprifing,    though  not  fo  fure,   but  that  they  are 
Sometimes  miftaken.     The  misfortune  is,  that  they  are  more 
pert  at  difcovering  the  diftemper,  than  happy  at  prefcribing 
oper  remedies  for  it;   diough  this  feeming  defedl  may 
(bablj  enoi^h  be  owing  to  avarice,  that  they  may  iceep 
ir  patient  the  longer  under  their  hand,  and  ply  him  with 
greater  quantity  of  medicines :   for  they  have  no  apothe-  Noafotit^ 
Wies  among  them ;  but  every  phyfician  prepares  his  own  ^^^f** 
"potions,  which  they  commonly  adminifter  in  pills  or 
us's,  and  feldom  in  draughts. 

In  moft  forts  of  pains  and  aches,   which  they  attribute  Qutfer* 
f  commonly  to  fome  malignant  wind,  they  apply  burning-hot  ifi^* 
yneedles,  or  irons  fhaped  like  finall  buttons,  and  cauterife  and  * 
jLiorment  thdr  patients, .  upon  the  fli^hteft  occaflon ;  and  in 
l^  violent  cholics,  which  are  caufed  by  indigeftion,  and  attended 
^  vith  vomiting,  &c.  they  will  even  apply  a  hot  iron  plate  to 
Ae  foles  of  the  feet.     But  thofe  who  treat  their  patients  in 
L*a  fefs  butcherly  manner,  will  rather  have  recourfe  to  cordials, 
K.  which  are  extrafted  fircMn  alexipharmic  herbs  and  roots. 
L     They  are  feldom  afflifted  w;ith  gouts,  fciatica's,  ftonc,  or  Medicinal 
\  odier  chronic  difeafes,  which  is  commonly  attributed  to  their  ^^'•^^*  ^€. 
j ;  frequent  drinking  of  tea ;  befides  which,  their  country  abounds 
[iwith  great  variety  of  excellent  herbs  and  roots,  and,  among 
i  -the  latter,  thofe  called  Jin-feng^  or  Gen-feng,  and  ChinUy  ot 
\ ,  Poo  root;  of  which  we  fhatl  fpeak  under  another  head,  and 
'  which  are  efteemcd  excellent  fudorifics,  and  correftors  of  the 
blood.   To  conclude,  every  man  is  permitted  to  praftife  phy-, 
fie ;  no  degrees  or  qualificattons  being  required,  but  a  good 
affurance,  and  a  grea^  pretence  to  aftrology  •  without  a  fuf" 
fident  Ikill  in  which,  a  man  would  be  thought  a  fool  or  a 
'  l5  a  '  knave. 
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Tcnare,  that  fhould  fetupfor  a  phyfician;  fo  thil,  upoath* 
whole,  they  are  no  better  than  quacks  «. 
Great  To  what  wc  have  hinted  above  of  their  ignorance  of  phyfic, 

a^erfion  to  let  US  add  their  extreme  averfion  to  anatomy,  at  Icaft  to  that  part 
anatomy     of  it  which  is  called  diflefting  ;  and  which  is  fo  rooted  intd 
and  dif'      them ,  that  no  kind  of  benefit,  that  can  be  obtained  from  it,  hatk 
fedions.     .^y^j.  b^en  able  to  reconcile  them  to  it,  or  make  them  look  upoak 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  moft  inhuman  praftice.   To  fuffir 
the  body  of  a  dead  parent,  or  near  relation,  to  be  opened,  to 
know  the  diftemper  he  died  of,  would  be  looked  upon  amongjl 
them  as  a  moft  horrid  facrilege ;  and  to  difleft  a  human  body, 
though  executed  for  feme  heinous  crime,  is  cried  down  as  t 
piece  of  injuftice  done  to  the  criminal,  to  which  the  law  had 
^  not  condemned  him.     Much  more  unjuft  do  they  deem^ 

•to  cut  and  mangle  any  other  dead  body  which  dies  a  natuii 
death.     If,  fay  they,  the  very  apprehenfion  of  being  treated 
in  fuch  a  butcherly  manner,  after  one's  deceafe,  would  mate. 
a  man  miferable  all  his  life,  how  much  more  grievous  muft  t. 
be  to  the  foul,  to  behold  the  horrid  operation  performed  ?  Isitj 
therefore  juft  or  reafonable  to  fufFer  fuch  a  cruel  praftice,  mere|f 
for  the  fake  of  gaining  a  little  more  Ikill  in  the  art  of  curiEf 
difeafes,  and  lengthening  life  a  few  years,  which  could  fcarce^ 
be  juflified,  could  it  enable  thofe  inhuman  manglers  to  render. 
men  immortal  ?    Thus  they  reafon,  or  rather  exclaim,  again 
the  anatomizing  of  human  bodies  :  and  it  is  ifiuch  to  be  qui 
flioned,  whether  the  principle  upon  which  they  argue  ha4 
not  faved  more  lives  among  them,  than  ever  anatomy  dij 
among  lis  *.     However,  this  may  ferve,  at  prefent,  to  ihef 
our  readers  what  kind  of  furgeons,  as  well  as  phyfictans,  tl» 
Chinefc  are  glad  to  take  up  with.     We  may  have  occafion,  itf 
the  fequel,  to  fay  fomething  more  on  that  fubjeft,  when  we 
'  come  to  fpeak  of  their  difeafes,  and  their  manner  of  curing  of 
'^he  clr-     them.     All  we  fliall  further  obferve  here,  is,  that,  according 
xtdation  of  ^o  the  generality  of  authors,  who  have  wrote  of  this  nation, 
the  blood    the  circulation  of  the  blood  hath  been  known  amongft  them, 
knonvn  of  from  time  immemorial ;  though,  for  want  of  a  tolerable  ftiU 
old  among  in  anatomy,  they  neither  know  how  it  is  performed,  nor  how 
them,    ■     |.Q  make  thofe  improvements  from  it,  which  they  might  other* 

wife  do,  in  their  common  praftice  of  phyfic  \, 
Muftc,  Music  and  poetry,  though  feemingly  adapted  to  the  airf 

mery  crude,  genius  of  the  Chinefe  nation,  are  ,to  this  day  very  crude  and 

"  Martini,  Hill.  Sinic.  imp.  3.   Du  Halde,  Le  Compte, 
&  al.  *  Vide  Parrenin,  in  Recueil  de  Lettres  Edifiantcs, 

vol.  xxi.  p.  148.  &  feq.  f  Id.  ibid,  p^  135.  &  feq.     Ibid, 

vol.  xvii.    p.  389.     Vide  &  Le  Compte,' Martini,   Nava- 

RETTA,   DuHALDE,"&al.plur. 

ii  regular. 
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irregular.     The  former,  they  pretend  to  have  been  brought 
to  its  highell  perfeftioh,  and  to  have  been  in  the  higheft  efteem 
among  them,  long  before  Confucius's  t  me,  who  wa3  himfelf 
a  great  Mnairer  and  mafter  of  it.     But  their  books,  which 
treated  of  that  ^t,  having  been  fmce  loft,  that  art  is  dwindled 
into  a  mere  uncouth  jingle  of  founds,  without  harmony,  con- 
traft,  or  variety  of  parts,  and,  at  the  beft,  is  but  like  our 
common  airs,  and  confequently  not  deferving  the  name,  of    - 
mufic.     They  know  nothing  of  the  ufe  of  notes,  but  learn 
ill  their  tunes  by  the  ear  (G).     Their  inftruments  are  ftUl  Mujical 
more  uncouth ;  fome  like  bells,  others  like  drums,  of  feveral  ^"P^- 
fizes  and  makes ;  one  fomewhat  like  our  trumpet ;  and  a  few  ^^^'•^''^^CX 
<rf  them  like  our  viols,  and  other  ftringed  ihftruments ;  twd  **^^'^' 
or  three  kinds  of  flutes ;  and  one  of  them  compofed  of  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  pipes>  of  different  lengths,  made  of  cane^ 
and  not  unlike  in  found  to  the  open  flute  of  our  organs,  ex- 
cept that  it  is  ,blown  with  the  mouth,  and  not  above  fifteen 
or  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  about  three  or  four  in  di* 
amcter,  the  pipes  T)sing  ftuck,  circular-wife,  into  a  focket, 
which  fcrves  for  the  founding-board,  and  receives  the  wind 
iy  a  mouth-piece.    They  now  feldom  ufe  either  vocal  or 


(G)  The  Jefuits  firft  taught 
ibcm  the  ufe  of  notes,  when 
being  invited,  by  the  Emperor 
%ang'bi^  to  a  Chinefe  confort, 
in  which  an  air  compofed  by 
Jbat  emperor  was  to  be  played. 
Father  Peirera  took  out  his 
pocket-book,  and  having  prick- 
ed down  the  whole  tune,  whilft 
the  muficians  were  playing  it, 
repeated  it  from  end  to  end, 
without  miffing  one  note,  to  the 
no  fmall  furprize  of  the  audi- 
ence, and  much  more  of  the 
performers,  who  had  been  at 
liich  pains  to  make  themfelves 
mafters  of  it. 

•  The  emperor  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fecret,  and 
having,  with  pleafure,  heard 
fome  muiical  performances  af- 
ter the  European  manner,  and 
beheld  the  method  by  which 
each  performer  took  his  part 


'a 
out  of  their  books,  was  fo  taken 
with  it,  that  he  ordered  a  mu- 
fical  academy  to  be  eredled, 
compofed  of  the  moft  Ikilful 
perfons  in  that  art,  and  com- 
mitted the  care  of^  it  to  his 
third  fon,  a  prince  of  uncom- 
mon genius.  Thefe  began  with 
reading  all  the  authors  that  had 
wrote  on  the  fubjeft,  and  re- 
ducing  all  the  indruments  to  the^ 
antient  ftandard,  except  where 
that  was  found  defective,  or 
capable  of  fome  improvements 
from  thofe  of  Europe,  Which 
being  done,  they  compiled  a 
book,  in  four  volumes,  inti- 
tuled. The  true  DoSirtne  of  Li- 
hi,  written  by  the  emperor's- 
order;  dud  to  them  added  % 
fifth,  containing  the  elements 
of  European  mufic,  compofed 
by  Farther  Peirera,  above-men* 
tioned  (9). 


(5)  Vidi  U  Ctmptt,  Martini^  &  tiL 
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iaftnuiiental  miific,  except  in  plays,  feafti,  marri^ge^'^, 
nendsy  and  other  fuch  fdemnities :  and  the  very  beft  oOi^ 
never  yet  coald  ^appear  tolerable  to  any  of  our  Eur^ems^  9es 
cept  they  be  played  by  a  very  good  hand,  or  fung  by  a  ¥^ 
good  voice  ^.  ^ 

p9itfyt  Their  poetry  is  (till  more  difEailt  to  deTcribe  to  thc^ 

nmy  im-  who  have  no  knowlege  of  thdr  language,  and  confeqiu 
fer/i^.  eannot  be  eafily  made  to  comprefai^  m  vrhat  the  bes 
dc^ance,  cadence,  and  harmony,  ofitconfifts.  -ThofewJ 
**  know  that  thdr  language  is  chiefly  compofisd  of  monofyllab' 
will  be  (till  more  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  the  polfibility  of 
duciag  it  into  any  regular  and  harmonious  verfe :  and  it 
h^  confciled,  that  the  beft  of  their  performances  in  this 
come  infinitely  fliort  of  ours,  thdr  poetry  conMing  ci 
in  a  kind  of  rdative  proportion,  which  one  verfe  bears  to 
ether,  both  in  rhyme  and  the  tone  of  the  feet;  which  jiaft 
what  diftinguiihes  the  variety  of  fignifications  which 
fuch  word  hath.  Neither  are  their  compofitions  of  that  li 
much  lefs  of  that  fublimity  of  thought,  variety  of  ii 
boldnefs  of  metaphors,  6fc.  as  ours  are,  but  rather  refe 
our  fonnets,  madrigals,  or  epigrams,  whofe  beauty^chu 
ConiifU  in  varying  tibe  length  of  the  verfes,  the  choice  of  ft 
words  as  are  to  be  pronounced  in  a  mufical  tone,  and, 
may  add,  that  carry  feme  quaint  or  witty  idea  with  them, 
fome  pathetic  expreflions  and  allulions,  that  ferve  toenlii 
'jb§ihir  the  ftyle.  They  have  another  fort  of  poetry,  without  Ayi 
Undofit.  whioh  qpnfifts  in  a  continued  antithefis,  or  oppofition  rfi 
thoughts,  that  form  the  piece ;  fo  that  if  the  firft  thougl 
relates  to  the  fpring,  the  next  fhall  rdate  to  autumn;  if  the 
one  fpeaks  of  fire,  the  other  ihall  mention  water ;  and  fooo. 
Which  kind  rather  requires  patience,  than  (kill  or  geaias; 
though  one  meets,  in  even  fome  of  thefe,  fomething  a£  thr 
poetic  enthufiafin,  and  now-and-then  fome  nc^de  netaphoTi 
which  gives  an  degance  to  the  contraft  P. 
flays  and  The  laft  thing  we  ihall  fpeak  of,  under  thh  head,  is  tbd^ 
n^ih.  dramatic  pieces  and  novels ;  neither  of  which  have  iddeel 
any  other  excellency  in  them  above  thofe  of  Euro^^  esfX^ 
that  they  are  generally  calculated  to  iaflxufb  and  reform,  to 
recommend  virtue,  and  expofe  vice,  to  inculcate  the  aecd&]| 
neward  of  the  one,  and  {mmfhinoit  of  the  other :  wbiac» 
ours,  at  leaft  thofe  of  this  laft  century  paft,  fc^m  rather  de^ 
iigned  to  captivate  and  inflame  the  paffions,  bj  dealing  A 
Aiuch  in  bve-affiurs,  intrigues^  and  otW  immorid  fteni»  M 

•  Martini,  Hift.  Siolc.  imp*  3.   DvHai*9?»  Le  Courth 
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fkwn&en, '  as  comfnofil^  produce  a  quite  oaatmry  eflfbft*   Id 
other  re[pe€ks,  their  dramatic  performances,  which  are  inofttjr 
of  thd  tragi- (xmuc  kind»   interkrded  perhaps  with  a  ihort 
;  Taree,  have  little  of  the  fublime  or  heroic,  and  have  a  mani^ 
k&  icfeft  running  through  them  all,  which  fhews  the  po^ 
«Srt7  of  thdr  genius ;  viz,  that,  inftead  of  furprifing  their 
rindience  In  fblne  imperceptible  way,  and  as  it  were  undb* 
[.%oedly,  with  the  charaflo*  of  the  perfons  who  compofe  the 
^mma,  they  obh'ge  every  ador  to  declare  it,  at  his  fkft  ap» 
jiftoanceon  the  flage,  in  fome  fuch  words  as  thefe :  I  am  thit 
Mperor  or  king  of  *  *  *,  and  a  declared  enemy  to  all  ty# 
ay  and  cruelty  ;  I  am  the  great  general  *  ♦  *,  or  prime 
ftifter  of  king  *  *  *,  and  a  ftedfaft  friend  to,  or  irrecon* 
able  enany  to,  fuch  and  fuch,  mining  fome  other  chara* 
'  in  the  play.     The  reader  may  fee  fome  few  inftances  of 
T  genius,  in  the  dramatic  and  novel  kind,  in  Du  Halde  \ 
f  which  he  may  form  an  idea  of  the  reft,  without  our  in^ 
gi^  any  farther  upon  them. 

As  to  their  hiftory,  if  we  may  rely  upon  what  both  the  Hiftory^^ 
Une/fy  and  the  generality  of  writers,  fay  of  it,  no  nation 
.,^ter  took  more  care  to  preferve  and  tranfmit  a  faithful  and 
Sbcidnft  ones  of  their  empire,  from  the  very  foundation  of 
and  to  record  the  annals  of  their  good  and  wicked  mon* 
ths  with  greater  impartiality,  and  free  from  that  flattery 
id  fycophancy  which  thofe  of  other  empires  are  commonly 
at^ht  with  (H).     This  was  their  praftice,  not  only  at  the 

imperial 

^  Ubi  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  143,  &c. 


(H)  Their  method  for  doing 
I  it  elFeftually  is  admirable,  and 
[  4eferves  an  univerfal  imitation. 
[  There  is  a  fctt  number  of  doc- 
i  tors,  of  known  probity,  whofe 
iWincfs  is   to  obferve  all  th? 
words  and  anions  of  the  empe- 
!  Tor,  and,  unknown  to  one  an- 
;<^ther,  to  fet  theindown  in  a 
loofe  (beet  of  papier,  which  is 
afterwards  to  be  put  through  a 
flit  into  a  cheft  made  for  that 
pnrpofc.     In  that  paper  they 
^late,  with  great  freedom  and 
fincerity,  every  thing  that  hath 
been  faid  or  done  by  him,  whe- 
ther well  or  ill.     For  inftance, 
on  fudi  ^  day  the  emperor  for- 


got his  dignity,  and  gave  top 
great  a  looie  to  his  paffioa.  On 
inch  a  day,  unmindful  of  every 
thing  but  his  refentment,  he 
unjuiUy  condemned  fuch  a  per« 
fon,  or  difannulled  an  adofthe 
tribunal,  without  a  caufe.  la 
fuch  a  year,  day,  isfc  he  gave 
fuch  a  fingular  mark  of  his  pa* 
ternal  alFeflion  for  his  fab^eSs  i 
undertook  a  war  for  the  defence 
of  his  people ;  or  put  an  end  to 
an  expenfive  one  to  eafe  hia 
fubje^s,  or  for  the  honour  of 
the  empire ;  was  congratulated 
by  his  whole  court,  ^c,  for  fuch 
an  adlion,  law,  or  fpeech,  and 
appeared  with  an  air  full  of  mo* 
N  4  dcftjr 


2109 


fbe  Hijtory  of  Chdna.  B.I 

imperial  court,  but  in  ycvery  kingdom  under  its  dcpendcncf, 
and  in  every  province  of  the  empire  ;  infomuch  that  riot  0% 
every  government,  but  every  city  belonging  to  it,  hath  been 
obliged,  ffom  time  immemorial,   to  publiih  an  account  d 
every'  confiderable  tranfaftion  which  happened  within  its  dif- 
trift.     This  account  extends  itfelf  to  the  fituation,  boundar 
ries,  climate,  foil,  and  the  moft  remarkable  places  in  it ;  the 
genius,  commerce,  and  number,  of  its  inhabitants  ;  the  per- 
fons  who  have  been  moft  diftinguifhed  for  their  valour,  learn- 
ing, probity,  ire.  not  excepting  thofc  of  the  female  fex  >»to 
have  fignalized  themfelves  for  their  chaftity :  conjugal,  pa- 
rental, or  filial,  piety;  noreven  the  monftrous  births  (I),  and, 
other  prodigies,  that  have  happened  at  any  time ;  all  which, 
if  they  could  but  be  ftripped  of  the  marvellous  and  fabulon^ 
for  which  thofe  hiftorians  betray  but  too  great  a  fondnefs,  woi " 
doubtlefs  be  of  great  fervice  to  compile  and  inrich  the  hiftotj 
of  their  nation  \ 

But  though  we  fhould  allow  that  they  have  been  thai 
careful  in  preferving  their  records  for  a  great  number  of  ages^ 
yet,  with  refpeft  to  thofe  of  their  earlieft  times,  we  have  fufi 

'  Vid,  Martini,  Le  Gompte,  Du  Halde,  &  al. 


defly  and  humility,  in  the  midfl 
of  the  praifes  and  applaufes  of 
bis  people- 

The  cheft,  wherein  thcfe  pa- 
pers are  carefully  preferved,  is 
never  opened,  either  while  the 
prince  is  living,  or  any  of  his 
family  upon  the  throne :  but, 
when  the  crown  paffes  into  ftn- 
f>ther  houfe,  or  branch  of  the 
royal  family,  then  all  thefe  me- 
moirs are  carefully  collfcfted, 
examined,  and  compared,  in  or- 
der to  difcover  the  truth  ;  and, 
from  them,  the  hiftory  of  that 
monarch  is  compiled  (10) 

(1)  There  is  hardly  a  prodigy, 
or  the  moft  abfurd  and  incredi- 
ble ftory,  that  they  will  not  in- 
sert in  their  local  records.  Thus, 
in  thofe  of  the  city  of  Fu-cheiv, 
they  relate,  that  a  woman  wa« 
ferought-to-bed  of  a  ferpent,  and 


fuckled  it;  in  another  pi: 
that  a  fow  brought^ forth  a  litdi 
elephant.  Stories  of  appaa 
tions,  hobgoblins,  Iffc.  ofteaop 
cur,  efpecially  where  the  bonzl 
have  had  a  hand  in  the  repel 
ling,  expelling,  or  fupprefling 
them  ;  fpmetimes  alfo  fome  ridi 
perfons  of  both  fexes  will,.bf 
prcfents,  or  fome  kind  of  b* 
bery,  to  the  governors,  to  'gd 
therpfelves  recorded  in  thofe  ao' 
nals  for  fome  remarkable  piece 
X)f  merit ;  though  none  can  ob* 
tain  that  honour,  unlefs  he  be 
found  deferving  of  it :  and,'  to 
prevent  any  abufes  of  that  na- 
ture, all  the  mandarins  of  9VC7 
city  afTemble  once  in  40  years, 
to  examine  thofe 'records,  in  or- 
der to  expunge  whatever  part 
of  them  they  difapprove  of  ( 11) 


[to)  Cu  H^lde,  ubifup^  vol,  ii,  ^.  146, 


fnj  Id,  ibid,  &fep  al  ubt'fvp. 

ciifltly 
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dendy  (hewn  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  how  little  depend- 
ence can  be  had  either  on  the  antient  Chinefe  records,  or  on 
what  we  find  written  concerning  thofe  early  monarchs,  by 
perfoDS  who  lived  k  long  after  all  thofe  antient  and  venerable 
writings  had  been  defignedly  deftroyed  by  fome  of  their  ty- 
rannic princes '.     We  may  indeed  more  fafely  rely  on  thofe 
which  are  of  a   more  recent  date,   and  after  the  time  of 
their  great  Confucius^  when  they  began  to  be  more  regu- 
larly kept  and  digefted  after  his  model  :  but,  as  to  that,  v« 
Ihall  refer  our  readers  to  what  hath  been  already  faid  of  it  in 
the  antient  hiftory  above-quoted,  and  to  what  wc  Ihall  have 
ferther  occafion  to  add  in  a  fubfequent  feftion. 
^    The  iail  thing  we  have  to  fpeak  of,  under  this  head,  is  Antitfi^ 
their  language,  which  doth  the  more  properly  belong  to  it,  Cl"'*^^^ 
■as  the  thorough  knowlege  of  it  is  one  main  branch  of  the  Chi» 
-  nefe  learning,  and  fuch  a  one  as  cannot  be  attained  to  without 
'great  ftudy  and  application  ;  but,  once  acquired,  is  the  mbft 
Injure  and  direft  road  to  the  higheft  preferments  and  dignities 
,  in  the  government.     What  the  antient  language  of  the.  Chinefe 
,  was,  its  primitive  roots,  and  affinity  to  the  Hebrew,  and  other 
antient  tongues,  we  have  in  fome  meafure  fhewn  in  a  former 
part  of  this  work  *  :^  neither  (hall  we  here  enter  into  the  con- 
troverfy  about  which  of  them  is  the  moft  antient  or  primi- 
)  tive  language,  which  is  a  fubjeft  too  copious  to  be  difcufled 
Ns  it  ought  to  be,  in  a  work  like  this;  but  only  obferve  In S^me 
^  general,  that  it  is  not  without  good  grounds  that  feveral  very  frtgnant 
f  learned  men  have  given  it  the  preference  above  all  the  antient /ro^  ^f 
'  ones,  that  of  the  Mofaic  books  not  excepted^  as  carrying  a  ^^^  oeif^  ^ 
much  greater  variety  of  fuch  charafteriftics  as  one  would  rea^  '7'  ^i^ 
fonably  expeft  to  find  in  an  original  or  primitive  tongue  ".  ''** 
'  The  paucity  of  its  radical  words  (which  to  this  day  exceed  ^"^ ' 
'  ^^  33o)>  and   the  fimplicity  of  their  founds,  of '>»diich  we 
f  fliall  fpeak  in  the  fequel,  cannot  but  be  allowed  to  be  every 
'  way  anfwerable  to  the  beft  notions  we  can  frame  of  thofe  ear- 
Keft  times,  wherein  mankind  could  have  but  very  few  ideas, 
and  fuch  as  could  be  eafily  conveyed  by  the  fimpleft  words  or 
■  founds. 

i       On  the  other  hand^  their  chufing  to  fplit  thofe  original  ^^elrfe^ 
words  into  fuch  a  vaft  variety  of  fignifications,  according  as  ^^^^y 
their  ideas  gradually  multiplied,  rariher  than  coin  new  ones  for  '^^/.-Ij-  x 
every  new  idea,  muft  needs  appear  to  every  unprejudiced  per-  ^"^  ^^ 

o      XT  .      ««.<!         1  .-  .-       number  of 

•  See  Univ.  Hift.»  vol.  xx.  pag.  log,   &  feq.  Sr  150,  &  feq.  fn^amngu 
•  Ibid.  p.  131,  &  feq.  ^  De  hoc,  vid.  int.  al.  How  el's 

EiTay  on  the  Chinefe  language,  paifim.     Bay^Ri  Mufic.  Sinic. 
Webber,  Shuckforp,  &  aJ. 

foa 


^1 

fyt'Z  miiufeft  pfcof  of  choir  teoadous  foadiMfs*  oc  ptdaps 

rather,  v»  fhould  fay,  refpeft  for  their  mother-toqgue }  e^ 

cially  if  he  oonfiders  how  much  eafier  it  would  have  been 

for  tfabn  to  haive  coined  oew  words  for  all  fuch  new  idos^ 

than  tocxpre&  themby  the  mere  difSsreoce of  found  or  acce&t 

c^  their  old  ones  $  but  that  is  a  point  we  have  ndther  tim« 

me€or£ng  nor  room  to  enlarge  upon*    It  muft  be  eafy  to  every  reader  to 

f  the  in-  guefs  to  what  a  prodi^out  height  the  introdu£lioa  of  arti 

m^  of    ^d  fdences  muft  is  l^me  have  multiplied  the  variety  of  fouodf 

ibiirUeMs.  j^j  acccnb,  and  toafequ^tly  rf  their  charaflcrs  or  hiarogly» 

phics  X  and  accor^gly  fome  authors  make  them  to  amount 

to  no  fewer  than  £rom  6q  to  So^ooo,  a  number  too  great  for 

any  one,  efpecially,  a  ftranger,  .to  attain  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  o( 

time  as  three  or  four  years,  as  fome  of  the  Jefuit  miffionaries 

pretend  to  have  done,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  there  is  either  fome 

alphabet,  or  fome  other  equivalent  expeditious  way  of  coming 

to  theknowl^  of  fuch  a  variety  of  combinations  than  thej 

have  been  pl^ed  to  acqusdnt  us  with* 

We,  and  other  nations,  who  make  ufe  of  an  alphabet,  and 
'  combine  our  letters  leogthwife,  which  ieems  the  eafieft  aod 
moft  natural  way»  jmd  clog  them  with  fo  inconfiderabic  a 
nuiaber  of  accents,  plainly  fee  what  time  it  requires,  eveo 
with  all  thefe  advttniages,  for  a  youth  to  become  fo  fkr  a 
mafier  of  his  fpelling-book,  as  readily  to  catch  every  fudi 
combination,  and  form  it  into  a  charajler  or  word  ;  i(x  that^ 
we  take  for  granted,  every  reader  is  fenfible  to  be  the  cafe: 
for,  as  foon  as  he  is  once  become  a  tolerable  profident  iU 
reading,  he  no  longer  jotn^  letters  into  fyllables,  "and  tiicfe 
into  words,  but  tatoes  at  oiie  glance  of  the  eye  the  whole  word, 
be  it  ftiort,  or  evar  fo  long,  as  the  Chine fe  do  one  of  thdr  com* 
pound  cbarafters ;  fo  that,  unlefs  he  chance  to  meet  with  fome 
irregularity  in  the  word,  as  when  it  is  wrong  fpelt,  the  Icttcn 
mifplac^d,  inverted,  and  the  like,  which  recalls  his  alphabet  to 
his  mind,  he  runs  over  every  one  of  them,  as  over  fo  many  iatire 
characters,  and  the  exotic  words  elephant^  Uerogly^hic^  Confitm' 
tinopk^  &c.  oiier  thcmfelves,  under  that  notion,  with  the  fame 
cafe  and  fpeed  as  his  own  native  monofyllables  ox,  ftieep,  bread, 
wood,  drc.  But  if  this  eafy  method  of  ouifs  doth  yet  require 
fome  years  to  be  attained  in  any  toleraWc  perfcftion,  what  muft 
it  be  fuppofed  to  do  in  an  European  who  attonpts  to  acquiiv 
the  fame  readincfs  in  the  Chtnefe  charafters,  which,  bdidfis 
their  being  combined  in  a  quite  difFerent  manner,  are  clogged 
with  fuch  vaft  ^i^riety  of  accents  of  fo  many  different  imports, 
as  to  multiply  the  number  of  thofe  charafters  to  above  60,000, 
unlefs  there  be  fome  particular,  fome  fundamental  clue,  cqui^ 
valent  to  our  alphabet,  to  facilitate  the  learning  of  them  ? 
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Especially  if,  to  what  hath beea  xnentioaed  aLrcadVp  vnTheirtbrgi 
add,  that  there  are,  properly  fpeaking,  three  forts  ot.Iaa-  iangmam 
goages  in  China  j  viz.  that  of  the  ccMnmon  peqpl^^ which  is  f^/^'ciw 
only  ufed  by  thetn,  and  in  compofitions  of  the  iQweft  clafe,  as,'*  ^* 
being  by  fai-  the  rudefl:  of  the  three,  and  fplitting  ixit\f4titq\ 
great  variety  of  dialects  and  pronunciations.*"    The  next  v^^  that 
vhich  is  called  the  language  of  the  mandarins  and  literati, 
and  is  nfed  by  all  the  politer  part,  and  higher  rank,  of  th^;     t 
Chinefr,     In  this  fecond  fort,  which  is  properly  rather  a  re«  ntmum- 
finement,  or  more  polilhed  dialeA,  of  the  former,  are  written  tUriH^  in 
an  infinite  variety  of  hiftories,  novels,  and  other  compofitions  ^fi» 
of  the  like  nature,  in  a  ftyjc  no  way  inferior  to  our  b^ft  wri- 
tings either  for  clearnefs,  elegance,  purity,  or  politenefs.  This 
is  the  language  which  was  formerly  ufed  at  court,  and  hath  been 
fince  propagated  among  the  more  polite  and  neighbouring  pro* 
vinces  to  it  :  and  hence  it  is  that  it  is  beil  fpoken  in  thofe  that 
arene&t  to  that  of  Kyang-nan;  but  it  was  with  no  fmall  dif- 
ficulty, and  by  very  flow  degrees,  that  it  was  afterwards  pro- 
pagated through  the  reft  of  the  empire,  for  the  conveniency  of 
^  government. 

The  third  is  that  which  "may  be  properly  ftyled  the  Ian-  7be  *wrii^ 
guage  o£  the  learned,  or  of  books,  that  is,  of  thofe  that  arc  ^'»  ^^- 
not  written  in  the  fame  familiar  ftyle  as  that  of  the  two  former,  S'^^i^* 
bat  in  fuch  a  ofte  as  is  vaftly  fuperior  to  them  in  fublimity. 
Biajefty,  and  brevity.     This  laft  is  now  no  longer  u(ed  i^ 
coBunon  difcourfe,  but  is  only  written  ;  and  runs  with  fuch  ^ 
iK>ble  flowing  harmony,  when  read  by  thofe, that  are  mafterf^ 
ef  it>  that  the  niceft  ear  may  hear  it  with  delight,  notwith* 
(landing  its  furprifing  concifenefs^  and  the  variety  of  accents 
in  which  it  is  to  be  pronounced.    But  ^.the  knowiege  of  this  ^^  p^* 
third  fort  is  only  a  kind  of  dead  one,  and  chiefly  known  by  ^^^  ^//^* 
the  learned  of  the  higheft  rank,  we  fliall  only  add,  to  what  we^*^'*^ 
hare  fatd  of  its  Angular  concifenefs,  that  each  thought  is  ge-*^^^* 
aerally  exprefled  in  about  four  or  fix  charadlers,  and  with- 
out any  pointing  ;  fo  that  the  learned  are  left  to  judge  where 
^  fenfe  concludes,  by  the  mere  nature  of  the  di^on,  and 
yet  they  are  feldom,  if  ever,  miftaken  in  that  particular. 

But  to  return  to  the  mandarin  or  polite  language :  it  hath 
this  peculiar  property,  to  be  the  moft  concife,  and  barren 
of  words,  and  the  moft  copious  and  extenfive  in  fenfe,  of  any 
either  antient  or  modern,  in  the  whole  world.  The  number 
of  Its  words  doth  not  amount,  as  was  lately  hinted,  to  abov« 
330,  all  monofyllables,  indeclinable,  and  for  the  moft  part 
tnding  Mith  a  vowel,  or  with  an  n  or  ng-;  and  yet  contains  ^fj  *^^- 
fnch  a  variety  of  nieanings,  according  ko  the  accent  or  tone  ^jf9  ^  . 
thcj  arc  proaonnced  in,  a$  tp  fcrve  jp  all  eiu^n^esi  apd  to  *^^^M^' 
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be  extrcmdy  copious  and  fignificant.  Again,  the  compamid- 
ing  of  thofc  monofyllables  multiplies  their  primitive  iigmfia- 
tion  into  a  vaft  variety  of  new  ones ;  all  which  doth  fo  imich 
it,  that  they  are  never  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprefe  themfelves,  not 
only  in  all  exigencies  relating  to  human  life,  but  in  all  thdr 
various  arts  and  fciences,  in  the  mofi  proper  and  intelligiblfi 
Lar^e  manner.  We  cannot  give  a  more  pr^;nant  proof  of  the  2\mA 
Chinefe  infinite  variety  of  ideas  which  are  conveyed  by  the  few  mono* 
Sdionmy*  fyllaSles  above-mentioned,  than  the  diftionary  which  ym 
compiled  by  order  of  the  late  emperor  Kang-hi,  which,  tho* 
printed  in  a  fmall  charafter,  yet  amounted  to  95  volume!,- 
moft  of  them  very  thick ;  and  yet  was  found  fo  fhort  of  ome*  1 
prehending  the  whole  language,  that  they  thought  it  neceflart 
IP  add  a  fupplement  to  it  of  24  volumes  more.  As  thereii 
thefefore  no  language  in  the  world  that  would  not  be  exhauflal 
in  lefs  than  half  the  number  of  thofe  volumes,  fa  there  cat 
be  none  fo  copious  as  the  Chine/e,  or  that  can  boaA  to  hanfc 
exifted  fo  many  thoqfand  years  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  if 
continues  to  this  day. 

We  have  ftili  a  more  pregnant  proof  of  the  richriefs  of 
tiiis  language,  from  the  number  of  inflexions  by  which  thej 
jdter  the  fignification  of  original  words.  Thefe  are  chie^ 
five  ;  the  firft  of  which  confifts  in  fpeaking  it  in  a  plain  evafi 
tone;  the  fecond,  in  raifing  it  a  note  or  two  higher; 
third,  in  giving  it  a  very  acute  found  or  pronunciation;  tW 
fourth,  a  fwift  defcent  from  the  acute  to  the  grave  accent 
or  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  note  ;  the  fifth  and  lafl,  in  dc^ 
fcending  ftill  lower.  There  are  ftill  fome  other  accents,  f(J 
.  peculiar  to  their  nation,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  giye 
any  idea  of  them  to  an  European,  and  which  yet  ferve  to  tta 
feme  end.  But,  from  thefe  five,  our  readei^  may  eafily  judgs 
of  the  whole ;  for  if  we  can,  by  the  combination  of  24  li- 
ters, form  fome  myriads  of  words,  what  muft  be  the  refolt 
of  their  330  original  words,  when  multiplied  by  all  thof^ia* 
flexions^? 

J^ificuliy  It  would  be  an  ufelefs  tafk  to  carry  our  inquiries  farther 
€f  learning  into  the  genius,  grammar,  and  other  peculiarities,  of  this 
it  from  language  (K),  which  the  curious  may  fee  in  thofe  authors  who 
ho^*^      ,  have 

.    ,  «^  Vid.  Magajllan,  Li  Compter  Martini,  1>u  Halp^ 

&c. 

(K)  Fr6m  the  fcantling  we  be,  and  what  a  deal  of  time  and 
Jiave  given  above,  our  readers  pains  it  muft  take  to  come  cvea 
will  eafily  guefs  how  difficult  at  a  tolerable  knowlege  of  fuch 
l^nd  ^ndlcfs  fuch  a  t^fk  would    a    copious  and    intricate  lan^ 

%  guage* 
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have  written  Upon  it  ex  profejfo  %  or  to  dwell  longer  on  rfit 
.  difficulty  of  learning  it,  efpcdally  to  ftrangsrs,  from  the  va- 
rious iignifications  which  the  words  acquire  by  that  variety  of 
accents,  as  well  as  from  the  difficulty  of  rightly  dtftinguifUng 
them.    To  give  an  inftance  of  it ;  the  word  Chu,  or  SM^ 
pronounced  in  the  higher  note,  and  lengthening  the  vowel  u^ 
fignifies  a  mafter,  lord ;  in  a  lower  tone,  a  hog ;  pronounced 
fliort,  it  fignifies  a  kitchen ;  and  with  a  ftrong  ma&uline  tonc^ 
a  pillar,  or  column.     According  to  the  fame  variation  of  ac- 
cents, the  word  Po^  though  fo  fhort  a  monofyllable,  hath  no 
leis  than  eleven  di^erent  figniiications ;  in  the  one  it  fignifies 
^glafs^  in  another  to  boil^  in  a  third  to  fan  or  winnow  coriiy 
in  others  it  means  to  breaks  to  fplit^  to  water,  to  prepare^  an 
M  woman,  a  Jlave,  «  liberal  man,  a  prudent  perfon,  and  4$ 
-Ettle.    Very  near  the  fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  all  their  other 
primitive  words,  and  the  great  difficulty  a  reader  will  find  to 
4nveftigate  their  variety  of  fignifications,  from  any  rules  ht«- 
therto  given  us,  and  much  greater  ftill  to  comprehend  the 
difierent  founds,  fix  the  various  meanings  from  the  fevera! 

'  LuD.  To  MASS.  Gloflar.  Univerf.  Bayer,  (jrammatio. 
^inic.  1.  ii.  &  Mufic.  Sinenf.  Schindler.  Pentagl.  Martin^ 
,Hiil.  Sinic.  lib.  i.  pag.  22,  Sc  feq.  Le  Compte  State  of  Chin^ 
;4ett.  7.     Du  Halds  Engl.  vol.  i.  p.  359,  &  feq.  ii.  140,  ^feq. 
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mge.  Magaillan  doth  indeed 
iappofe,  that  an  European  might 
eaiily  learn  it  in  a  few  months, 
and  with  more  eafe  than  the 
Qrnk  ox  Latin,  becanfe  all  the 
urords  that  compofe  it  might  be 
learnt  in  a  day.  He  might  as 
well  have  affirmed,  that  muiic 
might  be  learnt  in  an  hour,  as 
Le  Comfte  juftly  obferves,  be- 
caufe  the  few  notes  of  it  may  be 
learnt  in  lefs  than  z  minute 
(12). 

The  primitive  words  may  be 
indeed  eafily  learnt ;  but  the  dif- 
ference of  accents,  tones,  modu- 
lations, and  other  changes  of 
their  voice,  by  which  their  great 
variety  of  fignifications  is  con- 
»vcyedto  the  mind,  is  not  only 
a  work  which  requires  thegreat- 
f&  ilttdy  and  application,  but 


likewifc  a  very  retentive  memo* 
ry ;  and  even  with  all  thefe  a 
man  may  fiill  mifcarry,  whofe 
ear  hath  not  been  accuftomed 
from  his  infancy  to  difUnguifh 
thargreat  variety  of  founds,  and 
who  hath  not  framed  his  voice 
to  a  right  modulation  of  them.; 
feeing  the  lea&  deviation  /rooi 
it  will  give  thg  word  another 
and  perhaps  a  quite  oppofite 
fenfe.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  a  good  number  of  their  coh-* 
fonants,efpeciaIly  the  compound 
ones,  as  tf-ng ;  and  of  their  gut* 
turals,  which  have  a  quite  dif* 
ferent  found  from  ^hat  we  are 
ufed  to  give  them;  and  can  ne- 
ver be  perfedlly  attained,  except 
people  begin  to  leam  them 
whea  they  are  young. 


("12;  Ubi  frp.  l9it,j. 
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«HQrs.of  fpdBng  by  which  the  miHionaries^  and  other  flr^ 
^n  writers,  Kave  endearoured  to  expre&  them  ;  fa  Alt, 
after  the  niafli  cnrUms  and  iatesfe  application  in  confolti]^  att 
the  grammars  and  lexicons  of  the  Chine/etoagaCf  and  ob&m 
ing  thU'Vaft  difftrence  in  which  thofe  authors  fpdl  the  iwaj 
iantr  word ;  and  what  pabs  fome  of  the  latter  Ibrt,  partial* 
Itriy  Father  Du  Haidcy  and  his  Englifb  interpreter,  have  takca 
$0  tix  fome  more  certain  rules  for  writing  that  language  ia 
4»r  Euraftean  charafters,  and  how  (hort  they  themfelres  ovm 
ihef  have  come  of  the  mark  ^  ;  it  will  not  be  a  wonder  if,  afar 
all  thefe  pains,  they  do  not  (et  down  at  the  foot  of  the  account 
Ljlbour  lost. 

Great  va-      FoR  it  is  not  only  the  vulgar  Ckdnefe  (which  hath  as  maiqf 

rieiy  of     ^ifierent  dialeda  and  proaunciations  as'  there  are  cities  aol 

SahSs^     viHages)  that  is  thus  hard  to  be  attained,  but  the  fame  SA^ 

cuky  runs,  though  not  in  the  fame  degree,  through  the  mat' 

'darin  or  polite  language,  which  is  moft  uniTerTally  fpok^^ 

mad  pro-    through  the  empire  ;  for  not  only  every  province,  but  e^ 

nuncia*     tatf  and  town,  and  it  can  hardly  be  btherwife,  pronounces  fe 

rtwr/.         in  fome  different  way ;  which,  confidering  that  this  chiefif 

fixes  the  various  fignifications  of  the  iame  word,  makes  it 

<juitc  umnteUigible  to  all  the  reft,  except  fuch  as,  by  travel  or 

.  ^converfatibn,  have  accuftomed  themfelves  to  that  variety ;  fc 

that  it  often  happens  that  a  ihan,  who  hath  perfeftly  leamj? 

the  pronunciation  of  one  province,  will  find  himfelf  as  it  wcrtj 

in  a  ftrange  country  as  foon  as  he  pafles  ibto  another,  and  w8 

be  forced  to  rack  his  brain  to  underftand  what  is  faid  to  hi% 

or  to  make  himfelf  underftood  :  and  though  the  Chinefe  9 

one  provinoe  may,  by  cuftom,  obferradon,  or  fi>me  kind  d 

itite,  be  able  to  underftand  thofe  of  anothor,  the  ca^  willh^ 

found  quite  othefwife  with  a  ftrariger,  vho,  after  he  haA 

fpent  three  or  four  years  in  learning  it,  and  can  make  fhift  to 

'ftammer  it  in  fftch  a  manner  as  to  be  tolerably  well  underfteoi 

.  by  thofe  that  are  ufed  to  his  jargon,  will  be  forced,  after  aB, 

to  have  an  interpreter  whenever  ne  happens  to  be  among  th(^ 

he  never  faw  before.     We  will  only  add,  that,  befides  ifc 

various  ways  in  which  each  province  founds  the  voweb  and 

confbnants,  and  the  d^Ssrent  accents  or  tones  in  which  tbflf 

pronounce  the  words,  they  obfa-ve  feveral  degrees  of  leostf 

and  rapidity  m  fpcakir^  them,  to  exprefs  thdr  proper  6f' 

nification, ,  which  may  eafily  efcape  the  niceft  ear  that  hath 

not  been  early  accuftomed  to  them ;  for  want  of  due  attention 

even  on  which  nice  pai*ticular  either  in  the  fpeakcr  or  hearer, 

men  wiH,   i^ftead  of  underftanding  each  other,    cither  be 

r  D.U  Hali)|»  obi  fopra. 
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fbyii^  at  croft«purp(^cs,  or  be  for€«d  to  be  e««r  repotting 
what  diey  have  faid  or  beard ;  fo  that,  tifHU  the  whoki  the 
OAMJt  language  can  never  be  learnt  to  any  tolerable  degree, 
except  it  be  done  from  one's  very  mfiuKy  K 

Theii^  writing  is  fHU  more  difficult  and  intricate,  bccaofei  WriHpn 
as  we  lat^y  hinted,  they  write  not  with  letters,  or  an  alpha* 
liet,  as  i^oft  other  nations  do,  but  by  charaAers  fignifyii^  a 
fyllable  or  whole  word,  and  which,  though  chiefly  com* 
pofed  of  Sol  prukapal  ftrokes,  fuch  as  the  reader  will  find 
drfcribed  in  the  marg^  (L),  yet  may  be,  and  are,  combined 

into 
•  Du  Haldb,  U  al.  fup.  citat 


(L)  As  oar  writina-maflers 
tell  as,  chat  moft  of  the  letters 
^  oar  alphabet  are  compofed 
of  the  j  and  0;  fo  the  Cbimfa 
jpittend,  that  all  their  characters 
arc,  properly  fpeakiog,  formed 
of  die  fix  following  tlrokes  (13): 

hot  how;  and  by  what  roles, 
thefe  are  combined  to  eether,  to 
compofe  focb  aniniiaite  variety 
of  charadleri,  we  are  not  told  ; 
andwhoever  will  be  at  the  pains 
l>f  analyfing  any  large  quantity 
of  Aeir  ^araders,  will  ibon 
:  difcover  a  great  variety  of  their 
iliembers,wliich  are  by  ao  means 
redodble  to  the  fix  above-men.- 
toed,  though  he  ihould  allow 
himfclf  the  liberty  of  altering 
their  poficion    all    manner  ^ 
ways,  as  a  tranfverfe  into  an  up* 
lisht,  or  even  turning  th^m  up- 
fide  down»  or  about  to  all  points 
of  the  compafs.  This  pretended 
role  feems  therefore  to  us  ra- 
1  -tber  an  amuiemenc,  calculated 
I    by  the  fuperior  clafs  of  the  lite- 
I    lad,  or  do&ors  of  the  £rft  rank, 
merely  to  conceal  the  true  my- 
ftery  of  combining  them  not  on- 
ly from  the  vulgar  and  %an- 


gen,  bnt  from  the  lower  daflbt 
of  their  learned,^  or  rather  per* 
haps  to  difcQura|;e  them  from 
attempting  the  difcovery  of  ,it, 
by  putting  them  upon  a  wrong 
fcent,  which,  they  well  know, 
will  foon  make  them  defpair  of 
ever  coming  at  it. 

Were  we  to  allow  onrfelves 
the  liberty  of  foUowijOfg  the  con- 
jedore  of  a  few  lejsrned  men  in 
fome  of  our  foreign  academies, 
which,  thouigh  hitherto  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  unravelling  the  whole 
inyftery^  yejt  have  dived  fo  far 
into  it,  a^.  to  give  one  vzty 
firong.  hopes  that  the  founda- 
tion is  juft ;  and  may  in  time,  by 
proper  helps  and  application, 
and  a  genius  fuitable  to  the  talk* 
be  fet  in  fo  clear  a  light,  as  to 
put  it  beyond  all  poflibility  of 
doubting';  we  Aioald  tell  our 
readers,  which  is  no  more  than 
we  believe,  and  are  in  a  great 
meafure  convinced  of  by  our 
own  experience,  that  all  this  in- 
finite variety  of  chara^ers  is 
as  reducible  to  a  regular  alpha- 
bet, as  our  infinite  variety  of 
words  is  ;  only  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  whereas  we  difpofe 
our  vowels  and  confonants  in 
one  way,  that  is,  one  after  an^ 


.{13)  t>*  Halde,  uii  fup^  W.i.  f»  3^9. 
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Whyftill  into  fuch  a  prodigious  variety^  as  exceeds  the  capacity  <tf%ift  - 
•w"^  ««•    men  to  learn  in  a  whole  -life,  though  natives,    and  mes  rf 
frkate,     letters  ;  and  it  is  to  this  vaft  multitude  of  charafters,  and  the 
difficulty  of  learning  their  feveral  combinations,  that  moft 
writers  impute  the  fmall  progrefs  and  improvements  whiA 
the  Chinefe  nation  hath  made  in  the  fciences,  there  bang  fe 
great  a  part  of  their  time  fpent  in  learning  to  read  and  writi 
their  own  language: 
Jmtient         Antiently   they  only  ufed  hieroglyphics,    and  rathff 
kUrogly    painted  than  wrote  :  a  round  circle  fignified  the  fun,  a  crefccBt 
fbics^        the  moon,  a  fquare  the  earth  or  a  houfe,  a  crooked  line  bead- 
ing in  and  out,  a  river,  a  triangular  figure,  a  mountain,  a  gr(xq> 
of  trees,  a  foreft,  ifc.  which  might  be  eafily  done,  when  di 
number  of  ideas  was  contained  within  a  fniail  <:ompafs,  and 
exchanged  confined  to  things  tangible,  vifible,  <bc. ;  but  when  they  b^ 
farthepre"  gan  to  multiply,  and  extend  to  fuch  objefts  as  could  not  be 
/e»t  cha-    reprefented  by  drawing,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
rmners.      ^^  x}i\<^{t  charafters,  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in  t 
.former  part  of  this  work*^-    and  which,  whether  proper 
hieroglyphics,  or  not,  are  combined  in  fuch  a  regular  manner, 
as  to  anfwer  to  all  the  vaft  variety  of  terms  ufed  by  them,  both 
.in  all  exigencies  of  life,  and  in  all  their  arts  and  fciences  ■;  bat 
the'  manner'  of  jpining  and  combining  the  feveral  original^ 

•  See  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  xx.  p.  133,  &  feq. 

<>ther,  in  the  fame  order  as  they  that  the  mercantile  part  tkA 
are  founded,  and  withtkeacceats  have  fome  more  expeditiont 
over  the  letters,  they,  on  the  way  to  read  and  write  thofe 
contrary,  place  the  confonant  cHarafbers,  which  barely  relatd 
in  the  moft  confpicuous  part  of  to  their  profeflion,  their  religion^ 
the  character,  and  the  vowels,  and  morality,  than  that  tedioa 
accents,  and  other  critical  points  and  intricate  way  we  have  bcctt 
or  marks,  on  the  top  and  hot-  fpeaking  of;  becaufe  we  are 
torn,  and  on  either  fide,  accord-  told,  they  are  commonly  ia- 
ing  to  fome  certain  rules  pre-  ftru6led  in  them  from  their  in- 
fixed and  agreed  among  them,  fancy,  down  even  to  the  chil- 
All  this  may  the  more  eafily  be  dreri  of  the  meaneft  mechanics) 
done  in  their  language,  by  rea-  and  they  contradl  thereby  fuck 
fon  of  the  fliOrtnefs  of  their  a  habit,  or  even  delight,  ia 
words,  which  feldom  exceed  reading,  that  one  ftiall  hardly 
twoconfonantsand  two  vowels,  fee.  any  of  them,  when  their 
and  perhaps  an  accent  or  two,  hands  are  off  from  their  bufi- 
♦either  tonical  or  grammatical,  nefs,  without  a  book  before 
It  would  even  be  eafy  to  fhew,  them  (14). 

(m^)  Martini,    Le  C^mpU,  Atbanas^   Kinber  Cbin.    lUuJlrat,  Nitubofy  Du 

ft'okes 
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ftrokes  vMch  compofe  it,  and  run  through  the  whole/  is  a 
myftery  known  only  to  the  higheft  clafs  of  the  learned. 

These  charafters  have  been  fince  multiplied  to  fuch  a  de-  f^afi  num^, 
^^,  as  to  amount  to  25,000,  accoi;ding  to  fome ;  to  30,000  ^^^  <f  ' 
or  40,000,  according  to  others  ;  and  by  fome  of  the  latter  '^^• 

'.  writers  even  to  80,000  ;  though  there  are  but  few  of  their  difficulty 
Bterati  who  underftand  half  of  them,  and  he  is  reckoned  a  of  learning 
very  learned  man  amongft  them  who  is  matter  of  .1 5,000  or  ^^'^* 
:io,ooo ;  becaufc  tlie  greater  number  of  them  a  man  knows,* 
the  greater  quantity  and  variety  of  books  he  is  able  to  read.    ^ 
By  this,  if  it  be  really  the  cafe,  one  may  guefs  what  length  of 
time  it  muft  take  to  learn  fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  them, 
to  diftinguifli  when  they  are  or  are  not  compounded,  and  to  , 
remember  their  refpeftive  fijgnifications  and  Ihapes  j   if  what  The  trui 
we  lately  hinted  clo  not  make  it  more  than  probable,  that  ntethod 
thdr  higheft  ranks  of  literati  are  poffcfled  of  a  more  expedi- /''^^^^^ 
tious  way  of  attaining  this  kind  of  learning,  which  they  yet ^l^^I  y   ^ 

-may  defignedly  conceal  from  the  reft,  to  prevent  the  too  S^^^  ^Jaors 

*  increafe  of  competitors  to  the  higheft  preferments  in  the  ftate ; 
and  to  referve  to  themfelves  and  families  the  fhorteft  and  eafieft 
'Way  to  wedth,  honour,  and  grandeur,  and,  what  they  item  Their 
to  affeft  above  all  the  reft,  to  the  diftinguifhing  prerogative  'wearingof 
of  wearing  long  nails  (M).     And  this  may  probably  account  ^^g^a^i> 
for  the  fmall  number  of  thofe  eminent  literati  in  comparifon  of  ^/]^^^ 
the  reft,  who  attain  their  knowlege  in  the  learned  books  by  ^/^^^      "' 
the  mere  drudgery  of  labour  and  ftudy  j  though  even  in  this 
laft  cafe,  it  muft  be  owned^  that  thofe  who  can  advice  fo 
far  as  to  be  able  to  read  about  10  or  15,00^  charafters,  may 
flill  be  learned  enough  to  exprefs  themfelves  clearly  in  their 

^  .  own  language,  and  to  be  able  to  read  a  fufficient  number  of 
books  to  pafs  for  men  of  learning,  and  t)e  intitled  to  fome 
confiderable  pofts  in  the  government  (N). 

Besides 

(M)  It  is  eftecmed  a  charac-  xicons    and    vocabularies,     in 

I    teriilic  and  prerogative  of  a  which  that  vaA  variety  of  cha- 

profound  fcholar,  or  a  man  of  radlers  is  ranked  in  (everal  cUf- ' 

j    deep  learning,  among  the  CU-  fcs,  pretty  much  in  the  fame 

wfe,  to  wear  their  nails  of  a  method  as  the  Uehrenfj  ones  do 

coafiderable  length  ;  infomuch  all  their  words  under  their  re- 

I     that  feme  of  their  moil  eminent  fpedkive  roots.    Thus,  for  in^ 

I     dodors  will  have  them  as  long  itance,  every  thing  that  relates 

I    '  at  their  fingers.  to  heaven^  esrtb,  mmntain,  man, 

I        (N)  To  eafe  the  learners  as  horfey  &c.  is  to  be  looked  for 

much  as  they  think  proper  in  under  the  chara^er  of  heaven, ' 

this  difficult  tafk,  tkeie  doctors  earth,  moontain,    iimn,  horfe, 

have  compilediome  forts  of  le-  ts^r.     Thcfc    vocabularies  are 
Moo.  H18T.  Vot.VIIL  O  ^morc       ' 
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Besides  the  charafters  above-mentioned,  they  baiKifof; 
antient  fort  ftill  in  ufe  among  them,  tho'  chiefly  ia  titles,  io&np- 
tions,  feals,  and  devices,  and  in  fome  old  books,  which,  6>r  that 
reafon,  the  learned  are  obliged  to  underftand.     Theji  hsne  I 
alfo  a  common  running-hand  for  deeds,  bonds,  ads  of  jul&e,  | 
dc.    And,  laftly,  they  make  ufe  of  a  letter  or  peculiar  da-  ] 
rafter  for  difpatch  of  bufinefs  ;  but  which  requires  a  morel 
than  ordinary  ftudy  and  application,  on  account  of  the  graatl 
variety  of  ftrokes,  abbreviations,  ligatures,  and  other  fingtt-" 
larities,  which  make  it  difficult  to  learn  ^. 

Their  ftyle  in  MTiting,  efpecially  among  thcrfe  of  high 
rank,  is  grave,  concife,  abftrufe,  and  allegorical  ;  and  fon 
times  fo  obfcure,  that  its  requires  a  perfeft  knowlege  of  i 
charafters,  as  well  as  a  deep  attention  to  them,  to  aiw 
making  frequent  miflakes  in  reading  them.  Their  all^ories  a 
bold,  and  often  fublime ;  but  that  which  pves  the  grcati 
ornament  to  their  ftyle,  is  the  frequent  intenperfing  it  iritj 
fcntenccs  out  of  the  canonical  books.  Next  to  that,  they  v  ' 
themfelves  extremely  for  writing  neatly,  drawing  their 
rafters  truly  and  beautifully,  for  that  they  prefer  to  fine  ] 
ing  ;  and  even  the  unlearned  will  pay  an  uncommon 
for  a  fcrap  of  paper  on  which  the  charafters  are  finely  wrio 
though  they  know  not  what  it  contains* 

Their  way  of  writing  thofe  charafters  (contrary  to 
other  nations)  is  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.    They  " 
their  firft  line  on  the  right  fide^  and  fo  go  regularly  on  to  t 
left.     They  obferve  the  fame  rule  with  re^ft  to  the  ord 
of  their  pages ;    fo  that  the  fartheft  of  them  towards 
right  is  always  the  firft.     They  ufe  pencils  inftead  of  ^ 
.  which  they  hold,  not  obliquely,  but  upright,  and  fcarcely  ftlj 
fer  their  hand  to  touch  the  paper.     Thjcir  ink  is  a  compou 
of  lamp-black,  made  of  fome  f<x-ts  of  burnt  woods,  or 
and  mixed  with  a  kind  of  gum-water,  which  give^  it  a  < 
fiftency ;  after  which  it  is  caft  in  oblong  fquare  cakes,  for  i 
after  having  firft  mixed  with  it  fome  quantity  of  muik, 


*  Athan.  Kercher,  Chin.  lUufbr.  Mahtiki,  hz  CoMPTil 
Du  Halde,  k  al. 


more  or  lefs  extenfive,  that  is, 
coreprehend  a  greater  or  lefler 
number  of  charafters,  as  fuits 
beft  with  the  exigence  of  the  lear- 
ner. Some  of  them  containing 
only  about  8000,  others  10,000, 


or  more ;  but  the  moft  complete 
is  that  which  they  call  the  Hof' 
fyen,  in  which  they  may  isi 
any  of  thofe  which  are  wantisg 
in  the  leiTer  ones  (15}. 


(\S)  Mmtini,  U  Com^,   Atbanaf  Kirchir  Chin,    Ulyflr.   JTituhf,  Dt 

Other' 
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.  other  perftimc,  to  take  off  the  difagreeable  fmell  of  the  lamp* 
black,  which  is  alfo  more  or  Icfs  fetid,  according  to  the  nature 
cf  the  oil  or  combuftible  of  which  it  is  made^  When  ink 
bath  been  preferred  a  confiderable  time,  it  is  then  feldom  ufed 
fi^r writing;  but  becomes,  according  to  them,  an  efieftual  re- 
medy againft  the  bloody-flux,  and  convulfions  in  children/ 
They  look  upon  it  as  an  excellent  dcali,  ind  fweetener  of  the 
blood,  by  abforbing  the  (barp  juices  of  it.  -  The  dofe  is  com- 
monly about  two  drachms  of  it  to  a  grown  perfon,  in  a  ^lafs 
of  water  or  wine, 

♦    Their  paper,  which  has  been  commonly  fuppofed  amdngft  Pafit^    , 
vs  to  be  made  of  filk,  by  reafon  of  its  thinnefs,  and  beautiful 
white  fhining  colour,  is  made  of  the  inward  bark  of  the  bam- 
boo, and  feveral  other  trees  (O).     They  have  feveral  forts  of 
k;  which,  with  their  various  ways  of  making,  whitening, 

!  fihreriug,  and  preferving,  it,  the  reader  may  fee  at  large  in  Du 

'  Jialdg,  and  other  authors^.  It  is  fo  thin  and  tranfparent, 
•Aat  it  will  not  bear  being  written  but  on  one  fide ;  and,  when 
ihey  are  obliged  to  write  on  both  fides,  they  generally  double . 
the  leaves^  and  join  them  together  vddi  a  fine  glue,  which  is  .. 
fiercely  difcernible  ;  the  paper  being  fo  finooth  and  even, 
and  the  glue  fo  thin  and  clear,  that  it  ftill  looks  like  a  fingle 
leaf.    And  this  is  the  method  they  ufe  alfo  with  refpeft  to 

.  .their  bound  book§,  whether  written   or  printed,  as  well  as 

j  with  the  prints  or  cuts  that  are  interleaved  with  them.     The 

1* 

*  Atham.  Kercher.  Chin.  IlluAr.  Martini,  Le  Compter 
Dv  Halds,  &  ai. 

(O)  That  which  is  moft  in  wa(hedit,  ^roix  it  with  the, feed 

ofe  among  them,  is  called  Ku-  of  the  Se/a-moa  (which  is  the 

*   tbi,  from  the  Chu^ku,  or  Ku-cJbu,  fame  as  the  Portugue/e  call  Ger- 

tree,  from  whofe  inner  rind  it  gelino),  and  fcacter  them  toge- 

'    IS  taken  ;  which  tree  in  figure  ther,    at   random,    upon    the 

nearly  refembles  our  mulberry,  ground      The    Gergelino   will 

: .  but,  by  its  fruit,    is  rather  a  fprout  out  with  the  iirft  fhoots 

kind  of  iig-tree.  of  the  Chuku ;   but  you  mufl 

Their  herbals  prefcribe  a  me-  take  care  not  to  cat  it  in  the 

died  of  cultivating  this  ufeful  autumn,  nor  in  the  win:er,  but- 

plant,   fo  as  to  produce   the  Hay  till  the  next  fpring,    and 

greater  quantity  of  bark,  and  then  fet  fire  to  the  field.     That 

in  the  perfection  that  is  required  very  year  you  will  fee  the  plants ' 

for  making  this  fort  of  paper;  of  the  Chu  'hu  increafe  confider- 

which  is  as  follows.     At  the  ably;  and  at  the  end  of  three   . 

vernal  equinox,  take  the  ker-  years  it  will  be  fit  to  cut,  and 

nel  of  the  tree,   and  having  make  paper  of  ^.i 6)* 

(16)  Du  Haide,  ubi  fup,  p.  36S,  Q  fef. 
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invention  of  paper  in  China,  according  to  their  accotmt  of  it, 
is  reckoned  to  be  almoft  as  old  aS/  our  Ctiriftian  aera,  or  vitfaia 
.  ;      about  fifty  years  of  it*  :  before  that  time,  they  rather  en- 
graved, than  wrote,  with  an  iron  tool,  upon  thin  planks  of 
feme  hard  wood,  or  of  bamboo,  which  were  confequcntly 
more  lafting  than  any  parchment.   At  leaft  all  their  canonical^ 
and  other  valuable  antient  books,  were  couched  upon  fach 
hard  and  durable  materials,  and  not  upon  paper  made  of  the 
bark  of  trees,  as  fome  late  writers  have  abfurdly  imagined^ 
and  even  ventured  to  affirm  f.     In  procefs  of  time,  they  came 
to  write  with  the  hair  pencil  upon  white  fattin  ;   and,  after 
the  invention  of  printing,  upon  foipe  fort  of  paper,  but.fuch 
as  was  far  enough  from  being  fo  friable  and  brittle  as  haA 
been  pretended  ;  efpccially  that  which  is  brought  thither  froqi 
Korea,  and  is  very  near  of  the  fame  toughnefs  as  vellom  ;  tho*, 
had  that  which  they  ufed  for  printing  been  Icfs  durable,  the 
planks  would  have  ftill  remaned  the  fame, 
Prtnthg        The  art  of  printing  hath  been  in  ufe  in  Ch'ma  from  time 
different    immemorial,  but  in  a  very  different  manner  from  that  which 
from  ours,  we  tife  in  Europe ;  though  it  is  jiot  improbable  that  the  celc- 
The  hint     brated  John  Fuji,  or  Fauji,  of  Mentz,  took  the  firft  hints  of 
taken  from  j^jg  difcovery  from  them,  his  firft  cfTays  Wing  cxaftly  after 
them.         jjjg  Chinsfe  manner,  by  wooden  planks,  and  with  the  fame  kind 
of  ink,  and  only  on  one  fide  of  the  paper  or  parchment  %  tSt 
his  fon-in-law  P^^r  Schecffer  invented  the  fiiiile  or  metal  t5rpes, 
and,  with  them,  a  new  fort  of  ink  made  of  varnifh,  or  boiled 
oil,  the  fame  which  hath  been  in  ufe  ever  fmce ;  but  this  im- 
provement would  be  abfolutely  imprafticable  among  the  Chi* 
nefe,  on  account  of  the  vaft  number  of  charafters  they  ufe, 
which  would  require  cafes  6f  fome  hundreds  of  yards  in  length 
Way  of      to  contain  even  one  bare  half  of  them.     Their  method  is, 
frinting,    whenever  they  want  any  thing  to  be  printed,  to  have  the  copy 
well  and  exaftly  tranfcribed  by  a  good  writing-mafter  ;  after 
whieh,  every  page  is  glued  very  fmoothly  on  a  Separate  block 
of  fome  hard  wood,  like  thofe  we  ufe  here  for  wooden  cuts ; 
fo  that  the  Engraver  hath  nothing  to  do  but  follow  the  exaft 
ftrokes  of  his  copy,  by  cutting  down  with  a  fharp-pdnted 
knife  all  the  wood  that  lies  under  the  white  of  the  paper,  and 
leaving  all  the  black  flrokes  untouched,  which  by  that  mean* 

«*  Atham.  Kercher.  Chin.  Illoftr.  Martini,  Le  Comttk». 
Du  Halde.  &  al.  Du  Halde,vo1.  i.  p.  t572.  +  Rinodaut 
»p.  P.  Premar.  in  Recueil  d6  Lettrcs  cdifiantes,  vol.  xix.  p.  47^ 
&  feq.  *  Vid.  Malincrot  &  Trithem.  de  ong.  ar^ 

typogr.  Chevalier  La  Caille  Feutel  Orig.  de  rimprimcrie. 
Orlandi  Origine  della  Stamper.  MATTAiR.Annal.  Typogr. 
Falm£r  iiift.  of  Printing,  lib.  i.  &  al.       ' 
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became  embofled,  and  prominent  enough  to  receive  the  ink 
upon  them.     In  this  way  of  printing,  which  requires  as  many  Ad^van- 
flocks  as  the  book  contains  pages,  there  can  be  no  long  time  tages  of 
^pent  in   correfting  the  proofs,  feeing  the  graver  works  by  t^^ir  cwmj 
fbeftrokes  of  the  copy  itfelf ;  and  cannot  pofTibly  err,  if  the  of  printing* 
jSianufcript  be  exaft.     Thfere  are  feveral  other  advantages  in 
it,  which  ours  hath  not  5  one  is,  that  thofe  planks,  when  en- 
graved, niay  ferve  for  as  many  editions  as  the  work  will  bear, 
and  at  iny  diftance  of  time,  without  the  neceffity  of  a  new 
compofition,  or  pther  labour,  than  perhaps  retouching  the  ' 
feces  of  the  charafters  when  they  are  battered  by  long  ufe. 
Another  is,  that  they  only  print  the  iheets  as  they  are  befpoke ; 
fo  that  they  are  in  no  danger  of  lofing  by  over-printing  them- 
fdves,"  as  is  too  commonly  the  cafe  in  Europe.     A  third  is, 
when  a  book  is  become  fcarce,  and  not  feafdy  to  be  got,  one   • 
inay  go  fo  the  printer,  an4  get  a  fihgle  one  printed  with  eafe, 
dieapnefs,  and  expedition ;    there  being  no  more  required 
Aan  the  looldng  out  the  blocks,  and  bringing  them  to  the 
prcfs.     The  laft  advMitage  we  fliall  mention  is,  that  they  can 
:  print  books  in  any  other  language  in  the  fame  way,  and  with 
all  the  ornaments  of  initial  letters,  head  and  tail-pieces,  e!rr. 
and,  provided  the  copy  be  but  exaft,  «id  finely  written,  it 
•  tHay  be  not  only  fairly  and  exaftly  cut,  but  even  receive  fome 
-  improvements  from  the  engraver.     The  only  inconvenience  it  Difad* 
f  hath,  befides  that  of  being  printed  only  on  one  fide,  is,  that  vantagt^ 
it  requires  a  vaft  deal  of  room  to  keep  thofe  blocks  in,  and 
£ich  as,  were  books  to  be  {Mrintea  wit^  them  in  fuch  vaft  quan* 
.  tides  as  they  are  in  Europe^  no  printer  could  poflibly  find 
fiow^e  for ;  fo  that,  all  things  duly  weighed,  our  European 
method  is  vallly  preferable  to  it  (P). 

We 

(P)  We  are  told, however  (17),  that  arc  engraven  by  the  beft 
tkat  they  have  fince  fallen  into  hands.     If  that  be  true,  which 
a  way  of  printing  by  feparate  wc  much  queftion,  it  can  never 
types,  not  indeed  of  metal,  as  he  done  with  fo  little  difficulty 
!    ours  are,  but  of  wood  ;  and,  by  as  hepi^tends :  for,  if  we  ihould 
I    the  help  of  them,corre£^  andal-  allow  thofe  books  to  require  no 
I    ter  their  Prefint  State  uf  China,  more  of  thofe  charafters  than 
i    which  is  printed  at  Pf-i/v^  every  1000,  and  we  can  hardly  fup- 
■    three  months.  Our  author  adds,  pofe  that  any  of  them  can  con- 
on  the  authority  of  common  tain    lefs   than   1000   different 
'     report,  that  the  fame  thing  is  wopds.  {that,   efpecially,  called 
done  at  Nanrking  and  Su-chew^  The  Prefent  State  (f  China,  on« 
where  they  print  little  books  as  would  rather  fuppofe  to  requii* 
acatly  and  corredUy^as  thofe  at  leafl  double  that  number) ;  a 

.  O  3  wfe,' 
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We  have  already  taken  notice  of  thdr  folding  or  doublhg      I 
tKe  paper,  as  its  tranfparency  will  not  admit   of  its  bd»g     1 
printed  on  both  fides,  without  confounding  the  charaftcrs,     I 
Hence,  in  the  binding  of  their  books,  they  take  care  to  \m% 
the  fold  at  the  edge,  or  outward  margin,  and  the  opening  at 
the  back,  at  which  they  join  one  leaf  to  the  other  ;  and,  in 
order  to  direft  the  binder  how  to  place  the  flieets,  fo  as  to 
anfwer  each  other  exaftly,  there  is  a  black  line  drawn  upoi|\ 
the  folds  of  the  flieets,  which  runs  through  the  whole  number 
pf  them,  and  ferves  to.  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  regifter  <» 
point-holes  which  are  made  in  our  printed  flieets,  which  not  A 
only  direft  the  prefTmen  how  to  place  them  exaftly  at  die ' 
reiteration,  but  likevvife  the  binder  how  to  fold  them  up  ex-  " 
aftly,  and  according  to  their  form.     Their  books  are  com-! 
monly  covered  with  a  kind  pf  grey  pafteboard,  or,  if  for  dir 
curious,  with  a  fine  fattin,  or  flowered  filk.    Some  of  the  richcf* 
fort  are  covered  with  red  brocade,  interfperfed  with  gold  an^^ 
filver  flowers,  and  appear  neat  enough  to  the  eye,  tho'  noo^ 
/  pf  them  either  fo  convenient  or  beautiful  as  ours  ^. 

^  Martini,  L5  Compte,  Du  H^ldk,  &  al. 


cafe,  containing   ipoo    boxes, 
cannot  be  fo  eajly  reached,  nor 
every  charadler  fo  readily  found 
out  by  a  compofitor,  as  he  ima- 
gines.   To  which  we  may  add, 
that    feparJite    wooden    |^pes, 
fhould  we  fuppofe  them,  to  be 
even  aquarter  of  ap  inch  fquare^ 
will  be  apt  in  time  to  twill  and 
warp  with  the  weather,    and 
much  more  by  the  dampnefs  of 
the    Chinefe  ink,  which  is  npt 
made  of  oil  boiled  into  a  var- 
iiilh,  as  that  which  our  printers 
ufe,  which  neither  their  wooden 
blocks  or  types,   nor  their  foft 
paper,  could  admit  of  ?   but  it 
is  of  a  watery  nature,  like  that 
we  write  with,  except  that  it 
is  mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity 
of  glue,  to  give  it  a  confiftence': 
fo  that,  by  the  irequent  fweH- 


ing  and  warping  of  the  wood* 
it  would  be  in  fomc  mcafore 
irhpoiTibie  to  keep  the  lines  ftrtft  ^ 
and  perpendicular ;  or,  thoudi 
the  form  be  kept  ever  fo  clofc* 
ly  locked  up,  to  prevent  fosic 
of  thofe  ^haraders  ftarting  up- 
above  their  level,  or  even  quite 
Qut  from  the  reft,  which  woulj 
foon  (hew  them  the  neceffity  of 
exchanging  them  for  fufilc  or 
met^l  ones;  for  this,  we  are 
told  by  the  writers  abovc-qo^ 
ted,  of  the  origin  of  printing  in 
EuropCy  happened  to  the  iA 
difcoverers  and  improvers  of 
that  art,  whofe  frequent  mif' 
carriages  with  thofe  woodett 
types  put  them  upon  excogi- 
tating th^  mor^  £6114  ^Ietai  ofl^ 


{^\)  SaliKuth  on  Pt^nciroL  ^  alt  au&.  Cup*  citat-w 
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The  Hiftory  of  Chma.  SlJ 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

)f  the  Agriculture^  Silk  MamfaSlure^  Cbina^warey 
Japan^  Vamijh^  mi  ctber  inferior  Arts^  of  the  Chi* 
nefe. 

MONG  their  other  inferior  arts,  we  fliall  begin  \»dth  that  -^grieul" 
^  of  agriculture,  not  only  as  the  moft  antient  and  benefi-  ^j^re greats 
al  among,  but  as  beft  underftood,  encouraged,   and  im- v^»^«^ 
roved,  by,  them,   beyond  any  other  nation  in  the  whole  ''^«ff'** 
irld.     We^  have  already  given,  in  a  former  part  of  this 
ork  ^,  feme  account  of  the  vaft  encouragement  and  improve- 
cnt  which  it  received  from  Shin-nong^  their  very  fecond  em- 
or  :  tlieir  hiftory  furniflies  us  with  many  other  fuch  fignal 
amples,  particularly  that  of  their  feventh  monarch  TaUy 
>,  according  to  them,  began  to  reign  2357  years  before 
and  who  preferred  a  worthy  hu(bandman,  named' 
»«»,  to  his  own  fon,  to  fucceed  him  in  the  empire.    Shun^ 
'  his  fucccflbr  Tu,  who  was  chofen  after  the  fame  manner,- 
it  only  promoted  hu(bandry  with  uncommon  zeal,  but  the 
tef  wrote  feveral  books  on  that  fubjeft,  taught  them  how 
drain  the  low  lands,  to  till,  dung,  and  water  them,  in  the 
fieftand  moft  frugal  manner.     Their  examples  were  fol- 
ded by  fo  many  of  their  fucceflbrs,  that  it  infpired  the  fub- 

wiih  an  extraordinary  efteem  and  fondnefs  for  all  kinds  ^  \ 

agriculture,  and  made  them  readily  fabmit  to  the  greatefl 
ligues  and  hardfhips  of  it,  ilot  fo  much  from  a  regard  to. 
emoluments  accruing  from  it,  as  from  a  kind  of  facred 
veneration  they  had  conceived  for  thofe  antient  and  royal  pro- 
moters and  encouragers  of  it. 

Hence,  as  is  currently  believed,  took  birth  that  grand  and  Afefiiv^ 
Iblemn  feftival  which  is  celebrated  every  year  in  all  the  cities  in  to  its  ho-- 
Cbm,  in  the  day  of  the  fun's  ingrefs  into  the  1 5  th  degree  ofvour. 
^qudrius,  which  is  with  them  the  beginning  of  the  fpring  (Q^  \ 

^  as     ' 

-   •        .^  » 

»  See  before,  Univ.  Hift.  vd.  xx.  p.  130.  139,  &feq. 

{Qj  The  ceremony  of  this  that  folemn  manner,  moves  la- 

feftival  is  as  follows  :  The  go-  wards  the  eaftem  gate  of  ^the 

vernor,  or  chief  mandarin,  of  city,  as  it  were  to  meet  the 

^vcry  city,  is  carried  out  of  his  fpriag,   attended  with  feveral 

palace  in  a  chair  of  ftatc,  pre-  litters  painted  and  adorned  with 

«cded  by  banners,  torches,  and  variety  of  curious  filk  tapeftry, 

mufical   inftruments.       He    is  exhibiting  the  portraitures  of  il- 

iSQwa^d  with  flQwers,  and,  in  lollrioa«  perfous,  who  had  pracs 

O  4  xiis^ 
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as  well  as  th^t  other  ceremony  performed  by  every  new  eofe* 

ror,  in  the  rural  way,  o^  which  we  hare  given  an  accoutst'm 

Perfons      a  former  feftion-^.    One  further  encouragement  fcnue  of  tWc 

promoted    ^•^fg  moparchs  have  given  to  hufbandry,  is  worth  obfcrringi?' 

for  their     ^--^^  ^j^^^  every  governor  of  each  city  is  obliged  to  fend  an 

fippua  ton  j^^^^^m-  every  year  of  the  perfon  who  fignalizes  himfclf  moft 

by  his  induftry  and  application  in  this  way,  who  is  thercupoa 

raifed  to  the  dignity  of  a  mandarin  of  the  eighA  order,  aoi 

intided  to  the  drefs,  infignia,  and  other  honours,  bdongl^ 

to  that  rank  * ;  and  fo  intent  are  thofe  at  the  hehn  upon  ^ 

point,  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  deputies  of  the  goverfioit 

at  court,  the  emperor  never  fails  of  afking  Aem  in  what  coff^ 

dition  the  fields  appeared  to  them ;  and,  when  a  dearth  hap^ 

fcns  in  any  of  the  provinces,  either  through  a  long  droo^ 

a  fwarm  of  locufts,  be.  thofe  monarchs  commonly  remit 

them  a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  tribute  of  grain  of  thai 

yf  ar,  as  we  have  formerly  feen  by  fome,  of  thdr  declarati(»i 

from  the  throne  ^, 

Tertilitycf     It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  foil,  for  the  moft  part, 

the  foil,      well  as  the  happy  temperature  of  their  climate,  doth  ricHf 

.  deferve,  as  well  as  amply  reward,  their  care :    and  though' 

^  See  before,  p.  27,  &  feq.  *  Vid.  Du  Hai.de,  U' 

CoMPTE,  Martini,  $c  al.  lap.  citat.  ^  See  bcfcw^' 

p.  166,  (E). 

tifed  hufbandry,  and  other  hifto-  and  at(;ended  by  companiei  (A, 
ries  on  that  fabjec):.  Tbe  ftreets  •  ma&ed  comedians,  ading  fos^ 

are  covered  with  tapeftry,  and,  kind  of  rural  plays.     In  ttull 

at  pro]»rdiftance5>  adorned  with  manner   they   proceed   to   die. 

triumphal  arches,    lamps,  and  governor's  palace,  where  tbcf 

other  illuminations.  ttrip  the  cow  of  all    her  or- 

Among  other  figures  carried  naments;  and,   drawing  out  a 

in  the  procefTion,  there  is  a  cow  great    number    of   leflcr  on« 

ofearthen  ware,  with  gilt  horns,  made, of  the  fame  clay,  out  of 

a^doi  fuchamonllrousfize,  that  her  belly,  prefent  them  to  ^ 

forty  men  can  hardly  carry  her.  multitude,    together    with   the 

Behind  the  cow  follows  a  young  fragments    of   the   great   one, 

child  with  one  foot  Ihod,  and  which    they    break  into  fipaail 

the    other    bare,    whom  they  pieces.      The    ceremony  ends 

ftyle  The  genius  of  labour  and  in-  wirfi  a  fhort  fpeech,  which  the 

dujiryj  and  who  flrikes  the  cow  mandarin  makes  to  the  peop^e^ . 

continually  with  a  rod,  as  if  to  in  which  he  recpmmends  httf- 

*iake  it  go  forward.    Behind  baiidry  to  them,  as  one  of  the 

]k\m  follow  all  the  hufbandmen  moH  conducive  things   to  tbe ' 

playing  upon  fome  inftruments,  welfare  of  the  Hate  ( 1 9). 

(19;  Ds  Halde^  v*l,u  /.  3^5* 


C.  r:  9»<  HtJUry  of  Chiot:  ax  7 

in  fo  Taft  a  inO,  of  groutid,  there  muft  ^^  of  coorfe,  a  great 

ittriety  of  foil,  ibme  more  and^others  lefs  fertlk,  yet  fuch  ^ 

hath  been  d»  t&defatigdi>b  iQdiiffa7  of  the  CUnefif  satioQ,  *        ^      • 

that  erery  fpot  bath  been  improTed»  and  made  to  produce  Evify/poi 

imc  of  the  coaveoiencies  of  life,  from  the  h^^heft  hzxrea  improved. 

mountains  down  to  the  fertile  valHcs  and  {dains ;  infomuch* 

that  there  is  fcarcdy  a  province  which  doth  not  yield  a.fuf- 

fident  maintenance  for  its  numerous  inhabitants,  and  ibme  of 

^em,  efpeciaily  towards  the  fouthern  parts,  aimoft  doubLr 

Vhat  wiU  fufBce  them.  So  careful  are  they  of  procuring  eyery  JFa^  of 

bnd  of  manure  (R),  that  may  enrich  their  land,  that  they  moHurinp 

vUl  purchaib  it  at  a  high  rate ;  and  fo  fearful  of  loiing  a  foot 

\^  didur  ground,  that  one  fhall  not  tot  either  a  hedge,  ditdi, 

m  even  tree,  in  their  corn-lands.    They  will  even  deprive 

Sihemfelires  of  the  pleafure  of  planting  flower-gardens,  fine 

[wailcs,  and  other  fuch  ufelefs  gratifbitions,  as  they  Ayle  .them^ 

[fcr  the  &ke  of  making  them  produdive  of  what  is  more  for 

idle  public  good.     We  have,  already  taken  notice,  in  onr  de- 

^Icripdon  of  the  feveral  provinces  (^  Chinas  that  the  fouthern 

.m»  produced  a  double  crop  of  grain  every  year,  befides  a 

f.iafl  variety  of  the  fineft  fruits,  herbs,  ifc.    Thofe  that  are 

fituate  more  towards  the  north  and  weft,  diough  not  b  fer- 

tUe,  yet  yield  plenty  of  wheat,  barley,  millet  of  various 
f  forts,   tobacco,  peas  that  are  ialways  green,  and  a  kind,  of 

Mack  and  yellow  foit,  which  they  give  to  their  horfes  inftead     . 
.'irfoats. 

-.    Nothing  can  be  more  fruitful  than  their  low-lands,  which  fertility b/ 
?  are  mterfefted  with  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  canals,  as  conftantly  tbeplaiiu. 

•  ftinuffi  them  not  only  with  a  fufficient  fupply  of  water,  but 
.  alfo  with  other  manure,  which  is  brought  thither  in  barges  t 
.  a&d  in  thefe  low-lands  it  is, that  the  beft  rice  grows,  and  in  the 
\  grcateft  pknty ;   becaufe  that  grain  thrives  beft  in  watery 

}      (R)  Of  this  they  have  great  a  cherifhing  warmth    to   the 

variety,   fuch   as  dnng  of  aU  ground.     They  have   a  great 

forts,  none  excepted,  which  they  many  other  ways  of  maauring 

take  care  to  temper  with  a  pro-  and    cultivating    their    lands, 

;   poitioaable  quantity  of  water,  which  we  have  no  room  to  ex- 

[   to  prevent  its  burning  up  the  patiate  upon,  and  can  only  add, 

I   yoong  plants.  Hair  of  all  kinds,  that  if  thofe  who  wrote  on  the    ' 

I    as  hoinan,  hog's,  horfe's,  b^c,  fubjed  of  agriculture  among 

ace  Iband  to  give  ibength  to  them,  had  been  more  verfed  in 

dieir  lands,  efpeciaily  to  thofe  phyfics  and  natoral  philofpphy, 

ibwn  wkh  rice,  and  lime  mixed  they  might  have  (iill  made  much 

with  water,  to  deflroy  worms,  greater  improvements  in  that  fo 

infeds,  and  weeds,  and  to  give  nfeful  and  neceflary  art. 

grounds 


7b€  vny  grounds  (S),  But  thdr  induftry  and  (kill  is  ftili  more  viliUe^ 
wmmntmms  in  thdr  high  l^nds ;  firft,  by  the  great  number  of  them  wbkh. 
tabivatid.  they  have  levelledi  where  their  hbourand  number  of  haafc^ 
coold  compafs  it  to  any  advantage ;  fecondly,  by  flatting  aoj 
levelling  the  very  fummits  of  many  of  thrir  high  mooataioiy 
amd  cultivating  them  fo,  as  to  bear  variety  of  grain,  pulfe^  frdt^ 
trees,  and  timber,  according  as  thdr  nature  and  iituado| 
woold  allow;  and  thirdly,  by  levelling  the  declivity Qfthofii 
9^ountains  into  as  many  flat  ftages,  or  terraces,  as  they  couUt 
bear.  By  which  means,  the  waters,  whether  of  rain,  de«| 
or  {now,  or  thofe  which  come  down  from  the  top,  havei 
commodious  defcent,  and  proper  time  to  foak  into  thegronn^ 
and  nouriih  the  feed  fown,  inftead  of  rooting  and  wafhiogi 
down,  as  they  do  in  other  countries,  by  the  violence  of  tU 
oourfe  along  their  natural  declivity.  And  it  is  no  finall  ^ 
light  to  travel  through  vallies,  or  plains,  of  feveral  leagna 
in  length,  furrounded  with  thefe  hills  and  mountains,  cii 
from  the  bottom  to  the  top  into  terraces,  three  ex-  four  feet 
wide,  and  riiing  one  above  another,  to  the  number  of  twentf 
or  thirty,  and  covered  over  with  corn,  pulfe,  fruit,  andwtdl 
an  almoft  conftant  verdure.  It  muft  indeed  be  owned,  thi 
the  fubftanoe  of  thefe  mountains  is  nothing  fo  hard  as  that  a 
rocky  ones,  but  rather  of  fo  foft  and  porous  a  nature,  that 


(S)  It  \t  obferved,  that  the 
rice  which  grows  in  dry  and 
higher  lands,  neither  yields  fo 
plentiful  a  crop,  nor  is  fo  well 
tailed,  but  is  commonly  harfh 
and  hard,  and  requires  more' 
boiling,  than  that  whicji  is  fown 
in  low  and  mo.fl  ground.  In 
the  latter,  they  commonly  fow 
that  grain,  at  firfl:,  without  any 
order;  but,  as  foon  as  it  is 
grown  up  a  foot,  or  a  foot  and 
half  high,  they  pluck  it  up  by 
the  root,  and  make  it  into  a 
kind  of  fmall  fheaves,  which 
they  plant  by  a  line,  chequer- 
ways  ;  without  which  method, 
the  ftalk,  which  is  long  and 
{lender,  could  never  fupport 
the  weight  of  the  ear,  cfpecially 
againfl  winds  and  rain. 

But,  before  they  thus  tranf- 
plant  it,  (bey  take  care  to  level 


and  fmooth   the  .ground,  by. 
plowing  it  three  or  four  timev 
always  up  to  the  ankles  in  wa* 
ter,  and  breaking  the  clods  st^ 
the  beads  of  their   mattock&i, 
This  done,  they  fmooth  >tbe  fat' 
face,   by  means- of  a  woodcA 
machine,  drawn  by  a  bufak^ 
which  is  guided  by  a  man  wh^ 
ftands  upright  on  the  machio^ 
to  the  end  that  the  water,  is' 
which  the  rice  naturally  growi^' 
may  be  everv  -where  of  an  eqod.^ 
height ;   iniomuch,   that  thofft^ 
rice-grounds  appear  morelikOi; 
a  vaft  garden  covered  with  wa»  ^ 
ter,  than  an  open  field.    When  ^ 
the  ear  is  come  to  its  falbe&t  J 
the  water  is  drained  from  tM  j 
ground,  that  the  heat  of  the  ftttt.  j 
may  bring  it  ta  its  full  rip&t    | 
nefs  (zo). 


Uc)  Viis  Du  Haidi,  &  auS,  Jup.  citato 

4  *^y 


C.  i;  fbe  Hificry  rf  Chiiia.  2^^ 

tb^  diay  be  eafiiy  cut  with  axes»  and  other  inftrmnentSy 
ime  of  them  above  loo  feet  deep ;  and  the  falt$  and  moiftor^ 
which  tranfpire  through  thofe  pores,  prove  a  conftaftt  and 
fficelleot  manure  for  thofe  artificial  grounds.    Neither  do  the  Thiir 
iulbaodmen  fp  far  depend  either  on  the  rains  and  dcTVS,  ormanmrtf 
Mthefprings  that  flow  from  the  higher  parts,  but  whcn-^'V*» 
erer  the  latter  are  wanting,  or  the  former  happen  to  £ul,  they 
kve  an  excellent  way  of  conveying  a  fufficient  quantity  c^ 
water  to  the  very  top,  by  means  of  large  pipes  made  of  b^uoQ* 
loo,  and  which  is  forced  up  thither,  by  fome  Mrater-worfc 
Wow,    Even  in  thofe  provinces  where  their  mountains  are 
of  a  more  ftubbom  and  rdcky  nature,  one  ihall  hardly  fee 
any  <rf  them  that  are  not  all  over  covered  either  with  fruit;  or 
tiinber-trees,  of  fomeufeorothertothcpublk^ 

Besides  the  great  plenty  of  com,  grain,  and  pulie,  of  all  Pajhre 
fcrts,  which  almoft  every  part  of  this  country  produces,  it  dndcattb. 
tath  likewife  a  fufficient  quantity  of  paflure-ground,  whereon 
to  breed  a  vaft  quantity  of  cattle  of  all  forts,  great' and  fm^,' 
tf  the  tame  kind,  whilft  their  fpacious  woods  and  fbrefb 
fcpjdy  them  with  as  areat  plenty  and  variety  of  wild  ones, 
kh  as  buf&lo's,  wild  boars,  deer  of  feveral  kinds,  elephants, 
(T)6r.  amoDgft  the  ufeful  ones;  leopards,  tygers,  bears, 

wolves, 

^  Martini,  Navakcttai  Nieuhofp,   Lb  Compte,  Dv 
Haldb,  &  al. 

(T)  This  noble  and  uftful  into  a  fore  eye,  is  an  cfFcAual 

creature  is  moftly  bred  in  the  cure  ;  that  a  little  bone,  which 

provincesof  21y;ir-»/»rand^Affe-  runs  acrofs  the  breaft,  being;  re« 

X  where  there  are  herds  of  wild  duced  to  aihes,  and  drank  in 

onc8,  though  other  parts  have  fome  wine,   renders  the  body 

them  likewife,  in  fmaller  quan-  more  aAive,  fupports  it  above 

tides,  which,  when  once  well  water,  and  aflills  it  in  fwim-> 

tamed,  become  very  ferviceable  ming ;  with  many  others  of  the 

to  them.     It  is  too  well  known  like  nature  (21). 

to  need  a  defcription,  either  of  Their    woods    do    likewife 

ks  Ihane,  ftrength,  an^d  other  breed  fome  jrhinocerofes,  ya- 

imiable  qualities,  efpecially  its  riety  of  baboons,  monkeys,  and 

fingular  docility.     The  Chinefe  other  creatures,  which  are  kept 

pay  a  kind  of  venei-ation  to  it,  rather  for  fight  than  ufe,  par- 

and  attribute  fuch^a  number  of  ticularly  the  province  of  Se* 

▼irtacs  to  almoft  every  part  of  cbnuen  produces  one  fort,  which 

them,  after  their  death,  as  we  they  call  Sin-Jin^  which  is  of  the 

ftould  be  loth  to  warrant;  fuch  ape  kind,  but  is  reported  to  be 

as,  that  the  eye  infufed  i^  wo-  as  tall  a^  a  middle-fized  man, 

ptan's  milk,  and  a  drop  let  fall  and  to  bear  a  greater  refexx^- 

bianco 


'»W  The  m^ry  ^  ^Hm.  K\ 

wobsffl^  faxes»  aod  a  variety  cf  others  fkot'  known  to 
WBDiaK%  thofe  of  the  deftru^ve  kind ;  bdt  vhkh  afford  t 
Chinefn  the  diverilQii  of  hunting,  as  well  as  the  commerce  i 
foiQfit  of  their  f urs^  which  are  commcMily  very  fioe,  aad 
liiable. 

ThssE)  and  a  good  number  of  others  we  Ihdi  iiam^i!B 
this  head»  may,  by  feme  readers^  perhaps,  be  thosght  1 
properly  brought  in ;  but  as  it  is  no  inconilderabk  branch^ 
good  huibandry  to  promote  the  increafe  *  of  all  ufefvl 
profitable  creatures  of  the  aoimai,  as  well  as  of  the  v^ti 
kiad,  and  to  deftroy  or  fuppre&  the  growtli  of  thc^e  ofl 
contrary  fort  in  both,  and  to  adapt,  as  si«ch  as 
ibe  nature  of  their  lands,  fo  as  to  anfwer  thofe  two  i 
ends,  we  hope  it  will  not  appear  quite  irregolar,  upon  fee 
thoughts,  if  we  exhibit  to  them,  at  one  view,  the  <" 
management  in  both,  firft  with  refpeft  to  the  aninml,  \ 
next  to  the  vegeubk^  part  of  the  creatures  which 
country  produces.  . 
>  Among  thdfe  of  the  wild  and  deftruiEHve  kind,  with  wki^ 

(  their  woods  and  forefts  abound,  we  do  not  hear  of  any! 

^^^i.      ^t  tygers  are  h®-c  not  only  in  great  quantities,  but  x 

as  io  much  the  more  dai^^ous,  as  they  fally  out  for  < 


blance  to  mankind  than  any 
other  apes,  both  for  the  fa- 
cility in  which  It  walks  on  its 
hind-feet,  and  performs  feverai 
other  adions.  There  is  Hill,  no 
donbt,  a  much  greater  variety 
6f  Urange  creatures ,  which,  they 
tell  us,  are  found  in  the  moun- 
tains and  forcfts  of  this  great 
empire,  than  our  Europeans  nzvt 
bc^able,  as  yet,  to  difcover ; 
but  many  of  which  have  fuch 
kn  air  of  fable,  that  they  hardly 
d.eferve  mentioning,  much  lefs 
Wdief :  fuch  is  that  which  they 
rdate  of  the  horfe  tyger,  faid 
to  differ  only  from  a  horfe  in 
its  having  claws  like  a  tyger, 
and  feales  all  over  its  body, 
and  in  its  leaving  the  river  in^the 
fpring,  to  prey  upon  man  and 
beaft(  This  monfter,  the  mif- 
fionartes,  who  travelled  through 
moft  territories  where  it  is  faid 
to  breed,  never  could  fee  or 
hear  of,  though  the  people  wpre 


very  fond  of,  (hewing  and  i 
tertaining  them  with  everf  ( 
rioiis  tiling  that  was  to  be  f 
in  that  province  (Hu-q 
and  therefore  juflly  looked  o 
itasa  fabulous  one.  6Bt,li 
thofe  monflers  to  their 
where  they  are  only  to  be  I 
thofe  woods  and  forefls  b» 
two  wild  kinds  of  males,  J 
ibrt  of  which,  fit  wily  to  i 
eaten,  is  very  fleet,  can  ; 
be  tanked ;  but  the  other  i 
and  is  chieHy  ufed  ibr  tiie  i 
yants  of  the  mandarins  to  i 
on.  Camels,  dromedaries,ha 
oxen, and  buffaloes,  are  lik 
in  great  ufe  among  themi  i 
former  for  land-carri^e, 
the  latter  to  plow  and  plain  ti 
lands  :  bfit  that  which  diey  ^ 
moft  op.  is  the  hog-kti»*  -^^ 
whicji^ey  breed  the  grcatel"! 
quantities,   both  in  the  Bpf* 
ai^  low-lands, 

prey 


C.  h  rto  Hf/fsty  p/,Chf!»;  iif 

prgria  large  droves,  and  are  exceeding  qufck  and  Rarce. 
M  they  luve  plenty  df  others  of  a  more  valuable  kind ;  par- 
ticularly tbdr  mufk-cat,  a  profitable  creature,  whicif  carries  M^/K-a^^ 
Aat  floUe  perfiime  in  a  bladder  under  its  navel.  They  have  ^  , 
fikewifc  a  fort  of  roebuck,  which  they  call  Hyang'ciang'fji,  roebudu 
or  odwiferous  roebuck,  the  male  of  which  hath  a  bag  <rf"a 
my  odoriferous  kind  of  mufk.  This  creature,  which  breeds 
aoftly  atk  the  northern  ridge  of  mountains  beyond  Pc-ldng^ 
is  firft  hunted,  then  kiUed ;  immediately  after  which,  they 
ett  cS  the  bag  abov^-^mentioned,  and  de  it  veiy  hard,  that 
kffiay  lofe  none  of  its  effluvia.  The  flefti  is  alfo  good  to  cat  • 
tat  the  bag  is  efteemed  of  more  value  than  the  reft  of  the 
iarcafe :  and  to  this,  as  well  as  the  other,  or  real  mufk,  they 
Aibe  fundry  noble  qualities ;  fuch  as,  purifying  the  air,  Idlt 
te  (everal  forts  of  infefts  which  breed  in  the  ftomach  j  and 
ilpedally  that  <rf  the  roebuck  hath  the  virtue  of  fhipefyiig  of 
wpents ;  which  creature,  though  large,  fSiey  are  affirmed  td 
be  upon,  and  to  receive  their  odorifeops  quality  from  (17)» 

But  the  moft  delightful  of  the  whole  quadruped  kind,  i$  Unk 
tiinall  ftag,  which  is  bred  in  the  province  of  Tun-nany  snift^i^: 
«o*where  clfe ;  but  is  bought  far  and  near,  and  at  a  high 
nte*  by  the  princes  and  nobles,  merely  to  be  kept  for  light 
ia  Aeir  gardens.  Thefe  are  exaftly  fhaped  like  the  common 
fcrt,  but  their  fixe  fcarcely  exceeds  that  of  our  ordinary  dogs^ 
OB  which  account  they  are  efteemed  as  curiofities.  But  they 
fcive  a  great  variety  of  flags  of  different  kinds  m  the  other 
provinces,  fome  of  which  are  reckoned  as  extraordinary  for 
tor  largenefs,  they  being  little  inferior  to  the  finall  horfes  of 
Ac  provinces  of  Se-chwen  and  Ytm^nan  «. 

Birds  and  fowl,  both  of  the  wild  and  tame  kind,  are  here  J?/>^ 
ta  gFcater  plenty  and  variety  than  we  have  room  to  defcribe; 
fcch  as  eagles,  cranes,  fterks,  hawks,  falcons,  pelican^ 
'Ws  of  paradife,  peacocks,  pheafants,  partridges,  turkeys', 
Prfe,  ducks,  Iwans,  cocks  and  hens,  and  a  vaft  variety  of 
^ter-fowl  on  their  lakes,  rivers,  and  canals,  where  they 

■  Martini,  Navaretta,  Nieuhoff,  Li  Cosfprs,  D» 

Haldi,  &  al. 

(U)  This,  we  are  told,  is  fo  by  carrying  about  Chemibmt  of 

^^n^  that  the  people  who  that  muik,  which  never  fails  of 

uiQit  after  thefe  roebucks  h^ve  ftupefying  them  to  fiiph  a  de- 

^  other  way  of  defending  gree,  that  they  cannot  come 

^Mmfelves  againU:  the  bite  oT  near  enough  to  hurt  them  (22)/ 
%)fe  overgrown  f^rpents;  but 

(22)  Du  H^t4e,  voL  «.  /.  32^ 

fivarm 


fta 


fvirai  Ininft  droves ;  aod  fuch  as  are  fit  to  eat  arefcltat 
low  a  price^  that  one  would  hardly  think  it  worth  the 
while  to  kill  them.    Among  the  tame  and  curious  fort, 
have  a  variety  of  beautiful  parrots^  no  way  inferior  dt 
plumage,  colours,  or  facility  of  talking,   to  any  that 
brought  from  jl^riea.    But  the  moft  furprifing  and 
iul  of  all  the  flying  kind,  is  the  little  bird  called  KmSi 
golden  bent  which  is  commonly  found  in  the  provinces  of 
ttoiiy  Shen-fi,  znd  Se-c/rwen* 

This  admirable  creature,  which  hath  nothing  tbt 
fismbles,  much  leis  that  comes  up  to,  the  exquifite  ~ 
of  its  fliape,  the  beauty,  luftre,  and  v»-iety,  of  its  plu] 
the  comjdete  mixture  and  arrangement  of  light  and 
both  m  its  wings  and  tail,  and  the  fine  plume  that 
l^ead,  was,  without  doubt,  called  the  golden  hen  on 
account.    But  what  renders  it  ftill  more  valuable  am< 
epicures,  is  the  delicate  tafle  df  its  flefli,  which,  we  are 
greatly  excels  that  o[  pheafants ;  for  which^  it  is  th 
our  author  »,  of  all  the  birds  in  the  eaft,  the  moff 
to  be  brought  into  Europe, 
fhijhwir     There  b  itill,  if  we  may  believe  the  Chinefe  geograj 


krdi 


tb§  pbe^ 
nixf  /up- 
fo/ed/m^ 
bukut. 


and  thofe  European  writers  who  have  followed  them  i 
truft,  another  one  more  furprifing,  and  if  not  for  the  exqoii 
nefs  of  its  tafte,  at  leaft  for  that  of  the  colours  of  its  fead 
khe  fine  rednefs  of  its  bill,  and  the  ihortnefs  of  its  life, 
exceeds  not  that  of  the  flower  Tung-wba,  firom  which  itt 
its  name  of  Tung-'wha-fungi  and  upon  which  it  is 
breed,   and  to  uke  its  beautiful  Ukenefs  from  the  floP 
we  have  had  occafion  formerly  to  defcribe  **. .  The 
fortune  Is,  that  the  bird  is  no-where  to  be  found,  bi 
the  books  of  the  Chinefe  geographers,  and  that  in  ail  \ 
province  of  Se-chwen^  and  even  in  thp  territory  of  the  d% 
Ching'tU'fuy  where  that  flower  blows  in  vafl  quantities,  i 
where  that  bird  is  faid  to  breed,  the  inhabitants,  we  are  f 
*told,  know  nothing  of  it  P  :  fo  that  it  is  now  much  que 
whether  it  be  not  as  fabulous  a  one  as  that  which  the  i 
geographers  call  the  Fong-whang^' zn^  which,  by  thor  i 
defcription  of  it,   is  fuppofed  the  fame  which  we  call] 
phoenix,  if  any  fuch  bird  there  be.  For  our  later  authors  ^ 
US,  thi^e  is  no  fuch  bird  to  be  feen  pr-  heard  of,  eitl 
the  mountains  or  cities,  faid  to  be  called  by  its  name, 
province  of  Shen-fiy  nor  in  any  others,  «ther  in  China  or  1 
tary^  where  thofe  writers  pretend  it  is  to  be  found. 


"  Du  Halde,  vol.  i.  p. 
\  See  Du  HaldEj  ibid. 


•  See  bcfere,  p.  I 
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j^  ffideed,  a  moft  noble  one  bred  in  that  provtace,  ^md  In  AufUi 
(m  parts  of  Tartary,  called  the  Hay-tfing,  which  is  akiod^^i^, 
.tf  falcon,  not  inferior  to  the  fined  of  ours,  but  excels  them 
.iibignersandftFength,  and,  for  its  beauty  and  course,  may 
kcaUed  the  king  of  the  birds  of  prey :  but  it  is  very  fcarce^ 
odin  fudi  efteem,  that  as  foon  as  it  is  caught,  it  muft  be 
iorthwith  brought  to  Pe-ldngj  and  prefented  to  the  emperor, 
^  commits  it  to  the  care  of  his  own  falconers  ^. 

CHINA  feems  to  be  defigned  by  nature  to  produce  not  ^^**  f^ 
^y  all  the  fruits  which  grow  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  ™'^  *• 
ht  likewife  feveral  excellent  ones  peculiar  to  its  foil  and  di-  r^  '*""* 
Ittte;  fo  that,  if  they  have  not  fo  great  a  plenty  and  variety  ^* 
ff>  the  former  as  they  might,  it  is  rather  owing  to  their  ne- 
ika  of  cultivating  them ;  for,  generally  fpeaking,  they  grow 
fctarally  almoil  in  every  province,  and  many  of  the  more  ddicafie 
Bnd  in  the  fouthern  parts  to  a  greater  pcrfeftion  than  any  la 
^ope.   Apples,  pears,  plums,  quinces,  apricots,  peaches,  figs, 
^xnegranates,  mulberries,  nectarines,  grapes,  oranges,  limons, 
^trons,  melons,  to  fay  nothing  of  walnuts,  chelnuts,  pine- 
apples, and  others  in  common  with  us  in  EuropCf  grow  ahnoft 
^-where  in  great  plenty :  the  only  difference  is,  that  they  Chincfe 
»5  not  fo  curious  as  we  are  in  cultivating  and  improving  them,  »f^>/»* 
tet  rather  content  themfelves  with  having  three  or  four  dif-  T^'* 
faeat  forts  of  apples,  feven  or  eight  forts  of  pears,  peaches,     ** 
ic^9  and  as  for  their  cherries,  they  are  hardly  worth  eating. 
^  only  fruits  that  exceed  ours  are  their  pomegranates^  a  fine  Some  ^f  m 
•rt  of  mufcadine  grapes  of  «quifite  tafte  and  flavour,  and  beturfori 
^  Xf^'tfe,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Macau,  which  is  a  kind  of  tlfon  wn^ 
%  the  defcription  of  which  may  be  feen  in  the  margin  (W). 

^Dchis,  Vid.  MACAILLAli,CARRVRI,MARTlNI,  LsCOMFTIFt 

NiiUHopF,  Du  Haldb,'&  al. 

(W)  It  grows  upon  a  ftately  of  them,  feme  having  a  ruddier, 

^»  not  unlike  our  middling  thinner,  and  more  tranfparent 

*^QU,  the  leaves  of  which  are  rind ;  whilft  others,  to  be  brought 

W  a  fine  green,  till  about  an-  to  that  fine  colour  and  flavour, 

^»»  when  they  change  into  muft  be  laid  to  ripen  in  ftraw  ; 

^agreeable  red.     The  fruit  is  but  all    arc  agreeable  to  the 

wout  the  bignefs  of  a  middling  fight,  and  good  to  eat.    They 

*PPlc»  and  grows  yellow  a$  it  will  grow  almoft  every-whcrc, 

"pens ;  bat,  when  dried,  be-  but  in  greater  plenty  in  the  pro- 

jwnes  mealy  and  fweet  like  a  vince  of  Tun-nan ,  and  all  along 

%»  for  which  reafon  the  Portu^  the  fides  of  the  IVhang-bo^  or 

V^fi  give  it  the  name  of  Macau,  ye//ew  ri'ver  ( 23 ) .                                    « 
*«g-    There  Arc  feveral  forts 

(23)  Vid  Du  Haidf,  v§l  I  f,  a. 

As     , 
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As  for  the  rcff,  they  hardly  excel  ours ;  and  feme  of  the 
for  want  of  improvement^  are  much  iniferior  to  them,  ' 
as,  their  appicots,  peaches,  cherries,  ifc.  which,  in  fome  ] 
vinccs,  are  rather  nnxi^olfome,  and,  if  not  eatm  with 
tion,  will  caufe  dyfenteries  and  the  bloody-flinc. 

Olives  arc  here  in  great  plenty  and  variety,  and 
though  different  from  ours,  have  a  very  fine  tafte ;  butt 
ther  out  of  diflike,  or  that  they  do  not  think  it  worth  i 
whHe,  they  extraft  no  dl  from  them  (X). 

Among  thofe  fruits  which  grow  in  the  foothem  provi 
and  are  of  an  excellent  tafte  and  nature,  but  unknown  1 
the  Li'chi  is  moA  efteemed.  It  is  ihaped  like  a  date, 
hath  an  oblong  ftone,  like  that.'  The  fruit  is  full  of  moid 
of  an  excellent  tafte  and  flavour  when  ftill-ripe;  butf 
and  grows  blackifti,  like  our  prunes,  by  keeping.  Nc 
th^t  IS  the  Long-yen^  or  dragon's-eye,  wMcfa  is  round, 
lowifti,  and  the  pulp  white,  and  a  litde  acid.  Both  rficfi 
efteemed  very  wholfome,  efpedally  the  latter,  which,  they  I 
never  hurts,  if  one  eats  ever  fo  much  of  it,  but  is  rather  t 
to  create  than  to  fatisfy  the  appetite. 

Thet  have  likewlfe  fome  Angular  as  wdl  as  ufirful  t 

gul4^trus.  particularly  that  which  tfiey  ftyle  the  pepper-tree,  which  I 
a  fort  of  grain  Hke  a  pea,  but  of  too  hot  a  nature  fl 
eaten ;  but  the  hufk,  which  is  lefs  pungent,  is  ufed  by'l 
common  people  inftead  of  it.      The  pea-tree,  which 
duces  a  fort  of  pea,  which,  for  figure,  colour,  pod,  and  t 
is  much  like  our  common  pea,  only  a  little  more  rank, 
laft  tree  is  very   tall  and  large,   and  grows  in  moft 
'  vinces  of  China,     The   tallow -tree   is   no  lefs    con 
and  profitable ;  whofe  fruit  is  contSdned,  in  a  rind,  wl> 
when  ripe,  opens  in  the  middle  like  our  chefnut,  and  ] 
two  or  three  kernels  of  the  bigriefs  of  a  common  hazel-nu^ 
the  pulp  of  which  hath  the  properties  of  tallow,  and,  ' 


Other  fitt' 


(5t)  Their  books  treat  of  ten 

forts  pf  olives,  the  bell  kind  of 

.  which  is  that  called  by  them 

^ang4an^  which  is  large,  and 

•  of  a  fine  tafle  \  and  it  is  proba- 
^  ble,  that,  if  the  Chinee  had  the 

art  of  preparing  them  as  they 

•  are  in  Europi,  they  might  all 
.  have  as  good  a  tafte  :  though  in 

one  thing  they  are  more  careful 


than  we,  in  gatjieringtheniy' 
not  to  beat  them  down 
long  poles,  which  is  ai 
bruife  them,  and  hurt  the 
ches ;  but  to  make  a  hole  ii 
body  of  the  tree,  and,  pi 
fome  fait  into  it,  ftop  it 
clofe,  by  which  they  will  « 
few  days  drop  off^ 

(24)-  '1 


(24)  Du  B^ldtf  voL  L  p.  8, 


wsiff^ 
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mdted  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  common  oil  and  wax,  is  made '   ^ 
,  mto  candles,  and  nfed  all  over  the  empire  (V).     Their  wajf:-  Waxtr:e^ 
tree  is  fo  called 'from'  the  wax  that  is  produced  on  \t  by  a 
•  kind  of  litde  wcum  which  runs  up,  and  fattens  to  its  leaves, 
and  quite  covers  them  with  combs.    This  wax^is  hard,  fhin,e- 
11^,  and  coniiderably  dearer  than  that  of  comn^on  bees ; 
..tho'  this  laft  they  likewife  have  there,  and  in  much  greater 
^uandties.    When  thefe  worms  are  once  ufed  to  the  trees  of 
'any  diftrift,  they  never  leave  them,  unlefs  fomething  extra- 
uordinary  dfives  them  away ;  and,  when  that  happens,  they 
Oiever  return  to  them,  fo  ^hat  new  ones  myft  be  procured  from 
fcofe  merchants -:^yho  deal  in  them. 

The  Chu'tze^  *Qr  wl^at  we  call  in  Europe  the  bamboc  or  Samtoe. 
Kimbu,  grows  here  in  vail  iquantities,  and  of  an  extraordi- 
Huy  height ;  and,  being  hollow  within,.  Is-  ufed,  the  larger 
brt  for  water-pipes,  and  the  fmall er  for  telefcopes,  and  other 
libes,  and  the  pulp  within  is  made  into  paper.     The  Nau-mu  Naa-ma-- 
l,a  tall  ftrait  fort  pf ,  a  tree,  whofe  wood  is  incorruptible  like  *^^^* 
be  cedar,  though  its  ftiape,  leaves,  ifc.  differ  from  it.    It 
s commonly  ufed  to  make  pillars,  doors,  windows,  ife.  or*      * 
lents  for  their  palaces,  temples,  and  large  buildings  j 
it  is  in  oth^r  refpefts  much  inferior  to  the  Tze-tauy  or  Rofi^ 
•wood,  which  is  of  a  reddifh-^black,  ihreaked  and  full  piivood, 
veins,  which  one  would  believe  to  te  painted  by  fome 
The  furniture,  ornaments,  and  other  joinery,  made 
jit,  are  much,  efleemed  all  over  the  empire^  and  fell  at  a 
ater  pirice  than  thofe  which  are  varniihed  or  japanned.  We 
'x  a  great  variety  of  other  valuable  and  curious  trees,  fuch 


(Y)  Their  way  of  feparating 
'  \  tallow  from  the  fruit  is,  by 
xiding  the  fhell  and  kernel 
gether,  and  boiling  them  in 
"ater,  upon  which,  when  cold*, 
oil  rifes,  which  condenfes 
I  tallow,  and  is  fkimmed  off. 
To  ten  pounds  of  that,  they 
jux  three  of  ]infeed>oil,  and 
ae  wax,  ro  give  it  a  hard- 
(Ts,  and  prevent  its  flicking  to 
iC's  fingers. 

The  candles  are  like  the  feg- 

litnt  of  a  cone,   (he  broader 

jwt  of  which  is  lighted,    and 

I  the  other  goes  into  the  focket  of 


the  candleftick.  They  burn 
well  5  and,  when  put  put,  give 
no  ill  fmell,  becaufe  the  wick  is 
made  of  rufh ;  but  would  give 
a  much  clearer  light,  and  fweet- 
er  fmell  In  burning,  if  care 
was  taken  to  defecate  the  oil 
that  is  mixed  with  the  tallow, 
and  a  cotton  ^ick  ufed  infte^d 
of  a.  rufh,  which  is  apt  to  burn 
to  a  coal,  and  break  (hort,  and 
can  only  be  fnuffed  with  a  keen 
pair  of  fciflars  Thofe  who  are 
curious  ipix  vermilion,  and  other 
colours,  with  them  (25). 


(*S)  ^«  Haldt,  vol,  I  p,  9.  35—94.,  &f€^»  &r  gto.    fnd.  &  Martini  AUs 
f»  wc.  Kin- wha,  i»  prtvinc,  Cte  kyang,  Le  JCoitfte,  &  al^         ^ 

'    Mob.  Hmt,  Vol.  VHI.  ,    ?  « 
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•^  the  cedar,  ebony,  faunders,  pines,  oaks,  6r*  wbldj  wc 
have  not  room  to  dcfcribe. 
FoTftijS^         Bu  T  that  which  is  juftly  eftcemcd  the  moft  profiuble  among 
tfW  wA      the  Chinefi,  and  hath  moft  excited  the  envy  of  the  Europeans^ 
irm.         ]»  their  Tjf^/fe/,  or  vamifh-trfee,  from  which  xhsj  extract  ihit 
.  gum  with  which  they  make  their  fine  giran-Tamiih,  or  japrn 
(2),  which  keejis  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  hands  cmploydl*' 
in  moft  provinces  of  the  emphe,  and  fumifhcs  it  with  fuA  * 
a  prodigious  variety  of  chefts,   cabinets,  boxes,   and  other 
houQiold  ornaments,  ib  beautifully  painted  arid  varnifhed, 
and  fent  abroad  into  moft  parts  of  the  world.     The  next 
to  that  in  ufefulncfs  is  the  Tong-Jbu,  or  oil-trec,  from  which 
a  liquor  or  oil  is  drawn  not  much  difiering  from  the  varmi}i ' 
above-mentioned,  and  ufed  almoft  to   tlw  fame  end,  but 
chiefly  in  larger  work,  fuch  as  pillars,   cornices,  galleries,*^; 
triumph^  arches,  fine  floors,  and  the  like,  for  which  thatlir' 
'not  quite  fa  fit.    This  cril,  when  boiled  into  a  confiftency,' 
not  only  prefenres  the  wood  over  which  it  is  laid,  but  givts*' 
it  a  fine  luffre,  and,  like  the  varniih,  may  be  mixed  with  ai^j' 
colour  to  great  advantage. 
Irw-vjooJ.      The  laft  of  the  tree-kind,  worth  our  particular  notice,  is 
what  they  call  X^e'li-mu^or  iron-wood,  from  its  extreme  hard- 
nefs,  and  of  which  they  commonly  make  their  anchors,  as  ' 
hath  been  formerly  hinted.    It  is  indeed  very  remarkable  for 
its  ftrength,  and  durable  firmneft,  beyond  any  other  wood ; 
the  tree  is  as  ta3  and  fpreading  as  our  large  oaks,  though  die 
trunk  doth  not  come  up  to  their  thicknefs,  and  the  wood 
is  of  a  much  deeper  brown,  as  well  as  more  weighty  and 
Sibruh.      tough*?. 

They  hare  no  lefs  s  variety  of  fiirubs,  which  we  have  not 

'  ,    room  to  particttlarize  in  a  work  like  this  :  but  (hall  content 

ourfelves  with  fingiing  out  thofe  that  are  moft  worth  notice : 

^  De  his,  vid: Id aoaillam,Careri,  Martini,  Le  Compte, 

Nl£UHOFF,   DuHALDE,&al. 

(Z)  This  gum,  or  liquor,  di-  In  the  fpreading  it  for  varnifli, 

ftiis  only  ofFthc  tree  drop  by  to  emit  fuch  poifonous  effluvia 

dr6p,likethat  of  the  turpentine-  as  prove  detrimental  to- thofe  " 

tree,  but  may  be  made  to  yield  that  deal  much  with  it;   and' 

a  greater  quantity  by  incifion;  from  the  ill  effefts  of  which 

(  but  then  the  tree  is  obferved  to  they  have  as  yet  no  other  way 

perifh  much  fooner  by  it.  to  preferve  themfelves,  than  by 

It  is  Iikewjfe  found  cither  in  avoiding  as  much  as  pofliblethe 

the  boiling  into  a  confiftency,  fucking    them    in    with    their 


or  even  pouring  it  ofFcoId  from    breath. 
on^  veifel  to  another,  as  well  as 


at 
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at  the  tod  of  which  •  w«  may  jnftly  place  that  famed  ahd  Ttm. 
Q^fjt  profitid>]e  oneisrhicfa  they  odl  Cba%  and  corruptty,  ia 
fom  maritime  proviaces^  Thof  ot  Tcia',  from  which  th^. 
Euro^^fn  have  given  it  the  naaie  of  Tett,  or  7r.  ^  The  profijt 
wbkb  the  £S(»2^  make  of  this  plant,  finoe  it  is  become  of 
fi^  uoiverial  u&  in  Burope^  it  immenfe;  and  the  ^virtues //,^^.' 
w$ch.  both  they,  and  feme  of  our  European  writers,,  have  fi^s^ 
aSrribed  to  it,  are  very  extraordinary,  if  true '.  The  reader  may 
fee.  a  larger  account  of  them  in  Fathier,  Le  Gmpte,  and  others  of 
his  fociety^  than  we  dsire  vouch  for  ;  ndtber  is  it  pofBbie  for 
^  (0  Judge  of  them  from  that  which  is  brought  to  us  from 
thciice  ^  and  which  we  are  aflured,  by  good  hands,  is'  Co  Adulur^ 
adplterated,  and  mixed  with  other  leaves,  which,  though  of//, 
they  bear  a  refemblance  to  it,  may  have  quite  different  qua« 
liti^,  that  we  need  not  wonder  if  it  comes  To  vaftly'ihort 
rf  that  which  they  ufe  upon  the  fpot.    We  may  add,  that, 
li^ce  fuch  vaft  exports  have  been  made  of  it,  th^  are  neither 
Iq  curious  in  cultivating,  nor  in  curii^  of  it,  as  they  were 
fonnerly  ;  and  that  which  is  fo,  they  take  carernot  to  let  go 
abrcKid  in  its  purity,  but  either  keep  it  for  their  own  uie,  or 
mix  it  with  tome  of  a  worfe  fort.    What  other  frauds,  and  Frauds 
a^mioable  tricks,  are  ufed  in  it  by  our  retailers,  after  it  is  fommttid 
thifs  brought  to  us,  are  too  fadly  known  and  felt  to  need  n\en-  ''^^  *^* 
tiopiog  here ;  all  which,  put  together,  have  fo  debafed  and 
corrupted  that  leaf,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  find  in  it       . 
tbe  te;ith  part  of  the  good  qualities  which  are  afcribed  to  it; 
or  indeed  not  to  experience  mtoy  ill  efieAs  from  the  ufe  of  it, 
which  it  would  be  wholly  free  from,  could  we  have  it  in  it^s 
pirity  and  perfeftion,  as  the  HoUand^s  have  theirs  from  Ja*  \ 

A^,  and  be  more  careful  and  prudent  Ia  the  ufe  of  it  (A). 

It 

'Pehis,  vid.  MACAiLtAN,  Carbri,  Mahtini,  Lb  Comtte, 
NiEUHOEj,  J)xj  Haidb,  &  al.  vid.  &  Ten.  Rhin.  de  frutice 
Tdiia.  Jacob.  Bbbymius  in  hort;  Malabar.&  al. 

(A)  It  b  indeed   rather  a  mical  drops,  ftiFr6n,  fpiritaous 

wtmder, all  things rightlv  weigh*  liquors,  tsfr.  to  fay  nothing  of 

ed,  that  it  is  not  attended  with  their  irregular  and  incfifcrimi- 

inor^  dangerpos  efiedls,  conii-  nate  ufe  of  it,  without  regard  to 

^<nag  that  moft  people  among  particalar  tempers  and  conftita- 

pshelp  to  GOrrnpt  and  adulterate  tions ;  and,  by  fome,  both  flron- 

it£UiiiQrt,intheirconilantufe  ger,  and  in   larger  quantities 

of  it,  either  by  the  immoderate  than  even  the  Cbineje  do  their 

quantity  of  fjigar  they  drink,  pure  and  genuine  fort. 
5uid  the  pretended   corre^ives        Hence  we  may  rcafonably  in- 

^y  mix,  with  it,  fuch  as  che-  fer,  that  thofeflatukncies,  indi- 

P  2  jtftions. 


.     2^ 

Ufe  it  to 
tage. 


lis  good 
qualities 
*when  get , 
nuike*   . 
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It  is  ceftaki  that  no  nation  take&  more  care  in  caltin&igf 
thrir  tea  than  iSait-Jftf^anrats^  tor  is  more  bcmeft  in  bSos^k 
{^re  and  uocorrupt ;  nekher  do  any  peopledxink  it  more  jfai* 
^oUy  than  the  Dvtchi  yet  fo  far  are  they,  from  fcding  thofe 
itfcconveniencics  fi-om  it  which  «ioft  of  ours  do,  diat^thjey  tcap 
the  greateft  benefit  from  it ;  and  Indeed,  coniiderif^thedai^ 
nefs  of  tii^r  climate,  and  tfadr  high  and  grofs  yay  of  feedkg) 
it  is  to  be  queflioned  whether  they  could  be  lo  beakhy,  and- 
fiec  boax  difeafes,  as  they  M-e,  withc»t  fuch  a  fine  d&iier; 
and  purifier  of  the  bbqd;    But  then  it  mufV  be  ojwnei,  «= 
the  6ther  hand,  that  the  good  effefts  they  rccciw  firom  lim- 
in  part  owing  to  their  drinkii^  it  in  its  genuine  purity^  aad' 
without  thofe  correftires  mentioned  under  the  laft  note;  fa 
that.  Without  runaing  too  faranto  pan^yric  infaToof -of  tfaai' 
pjant^  we  may  fafely,  affirm,  that  tea^  duly  cultivated  aat' 
cored,  and  drank  moderately,  both  astoquanttty  and  ftpfngtilf' 
(B),  and  efpedally  either  without,  or  at  Icaft^ith-^y-a 
ffiall  quantity  of,  fugar,  and  without  any  additional  cor«^* 
tWes,  is  a  fmgalar  diluter,  and  purifier  of  the  bbod,  a  ftiengdi- 
eng:  of  the  bra^n  and  Aomach,  a  promoter  of  digefifon  and' 


g^ftions,  vapoars,  colics,  low- 
neis  of  fpirits,  diabetes,  and 
ot^ier  difaflers,  which  comitooniy 
aUeod  it,  may  be  no  lefs  owing 
to  our  indifcretion  in  uiing  it, 
thdn  to  the  cheats  that  are  prac- 
tifed  in  it.  See  the  next  note. 

(B)  It  is  plain  that  neither  the 
Chinefe,  Japaners,  nor  any  other 
caildm  nation,  drink  it  either  fo 
fin^ag*  or  in  fuch  quantities,  nor 
fo  hot,  ^s  we  do  in  England  i  but 
ufe  it  rather  as  their  common 

.  dcink,  .and  without  any  fugar, 
<)r  other  fweetener.  They  com-r 

'  monly  keep,  efpecially  in  large 
families,  a  boiler,  or  foroe  other 
vcffel,  over  ^  £re  ;  and,  when- 
ever they  are  thir%  or  faint, 
.they  pat^  few  leaves  of  it  in  a 
bafon,  and  pour  the  hot  water 
upon  it,. and,  as  foon  as  it  is 
cool  enough  to  drink,  fwal}ow 
it  down,  and  go  about  their  bui^ 
neis ;  fo'that  the  cuflom  of  fit- 


ting  fo  long  atthetea-tabl^  vs 
we  do^  4&  unknown  unto  tk^i* 
and  is  only  an  idle,  luxoiioii^ 
reiinemelat  (or  rather  abiife),ive'^ 
have  made  upon  their  way  of' 
ufihgjt. 

We  are  likewife  aflured,  that- 
the  difcovery  bf  that  infufion- 
was  originally  owing  to  the ' 
brackiHinefs  of  their  water,  ef- 
pecially in  the  lower  provincw, 
where    they    were    not    only 
very  uapleafant,  bilt  ttnwhol* 
fometo  drink  ;  tii)y.afcapa4iMt»^ 
titude  of  experimenc^' tried;  ii!" 
order  to  corre6lthero,they  tum- 
bled upon  l^s'fhrub, 'Whifek 
not  only  anfweredthie  isnd>  h^ 
was  found  to  have  fevenil'^ti^ 
qualities  to  reoonuD^nd  tto  a^' 
of  it,  fuch  as  thofe  whiah"^' 
have  particularly  memiM^da- 
bove  ;  upon  which  it  gnKtoallf 
became   in  great   dbeia^aod 
vogue  all  over  the  empire  (^7)* 


(27)  Martini,  Lc  Coa^fe,  XfUnkf,  i^f^M  Dm  iJaUe^  »al,  ' 

■  ■   I   -  .    '  circulation  r 
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circolatioay  of  perfpirationy  aod  oUxcr  fecretioQSy  a  dcznSu 
of  the  tdns  and .  urethra,  and  a  great  prefervative  agaiaft 
cbrpolc  difeafes,  as  well  as  an  efFc^ual,  tho*  How,  remedy  - 
agaiofl  them.  The  Chiae/e  <nake  no  fcriiple  to  g^ve  it  in 
great  quantities  in  high  fevers,  colics»  and  other  acute  dif« 
tempqrs.  Neither  .are  thofe  rare  virtues  confined  to  its  native 
foil,"  but  extend  their  cfiicacy  to  any  other  country  or  climate, 
where  it  is  ufed,  particularly  in  England^  France^  and  Hol^ 
lanj.  And  thus  much  may  fufBce  concerning  the  genuioe 
virtues'of  that  plant,  could  we  have  it  as  genuinely  coaveypd 
to  us.       . 

There  is  now  a  great  variety  of  teas  in  Chinaj  which,  as  Grtat  va^ 
it  ftill  iucreafcd  in  the  great  exports  of  it,  hath  obliged  the'?^^'* 
natives  to  propagate  the  growth  of  it  in  feveral  parts,  whcFC  *^*^^^'« 
the  (oil  or  climate  was  more  or  lefs  agreeable  to  that  £hrul) ; 
formqft  of  their  difference  is  owing  to  that,  they  being  ori- 
ginally derived  from,  aad  are  in  all  other  refpedls,  the  £uQe 
plant.     Hence  proceeds  that  difference  of  tafte,  flavour,  cQ-r 
lour,  and  other  qualities,  we  find  in  them  ;  fome  being  very 
rough  to  the  tafte  and  Aomach,  and  others  as  fmooth^  fome 
exhaling  aa  extraordinary  fragrancy,  and  others  having  fcarce 
any  fmell;  fome  being  found  more  bal{amic,  others  pore  (Iq- 
machlc,  diuretic,  iyc.  tnan  others :  and  hence  alfo  that  variety  of  -^n^  of 
names  tHey  are  called  by,  either  from.their  different  qualities^  or  names, 
the  places  they  grow  in.     Thus  the  Songloy  which  is  a  inoft  Songlo 
elegant  fort  of  green,  and  much  eflcemed  and  drank  by  the  «»^  V^"-^ 
richer  fort,  hath  its  name  from  a  mountain  in  the  province  ^  ^  Bohcaj 
Kyang-nan,  which  is  quite  covered  with  it ;  and  the  P'u^h  o^,  *'^^  '^*'''* 
as  we  call  it,  Bohea^  from  the  mountain  of  Vu-i-Jbarit  in  4he  ''"^' 
province  of  Fo-kyen^  where  it  grows  in  great  quantitiea,  ao^ 
1$  excellent  in  its  kind  (C),  .  v  , 

This  laft  is  the  moft  uqiverfally,  and  we  may  add  juftly, 
efteetnedi  not  only  for  its  fine  tafte  and  flavour,  but  much  moce 

(C)  So  fay  Le  Compie^  Dg  monafleries,  and  inhabited  by 
Halde,  and  ''others ;  but  fome  bonzas,  who  are  fond  of  that 
are  n^re  inclined  to  think  it  excellent  infufion,  and,  hay^ 
hath  its  name  from  the  dark-  ingfo  much  time  on  their  hands,, 
hrown  colour  it  bears,  in  which  nray  fpcnd  fon^e  part  of  it  in  ed- 
it difiers  from  all  other  forts,  tiva  ing,  and  bringing  it  to  that 
both  in  the  leaf,  and  iaits  infun  perfedion ;  unlefs  we  (hould  ra- 
(oa.  Hor  is  iC  a  wonder  that  ther  chafe  to  fuppofe  them  to 
the  mouAiain  above-mentioned'  have  been  the  inventors  of  thia 
&oold  produce  f«ch  plen^  of  new  way  of  cultivating ;  coa* 
it,  and  of  a  better  fort  thau  cernin^  whichj^  {^  Xii%  UjCX^ 
common,  feeing  it  is  covered,  not^. 


%\v^  tQi4 wip\  teipfle^  and 
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fer  Itt  medidntl  and  other  excellent  qualities,  pardclI^Y 

'  "diat  of  its  re£Ufj^ng  tlic  blood,  recovering  decayed  conffito* 

tions,  and  being  fo  friendly  and  agreeable  to  the  weakeft  ftp- 

'  inaf:hs.    Hence  it  is  that  they  gi^e  it  in  large  quantities  t6'^^ 

*  people,  valetadinarians,  and  in  all  cafes  ^  an  inward  de^); 
"  vrhuft  thofe  that  are  in  health  forbear  to  drink  of  it  in  the  tloiiw 

ter,  as  being  apt  to  open  the  pores  too  much,  and  to  briiDg  cotds 
^nd  coughs  upon  them  ;  but  in  fummer  indulge  themfeNes 
with  it  m  large  quantities,  in  order  to  fupply  thofe  Hqmds, 

•  which  arc  exhaufted  by  pcrfpiration,  with  its  cherilhing  did 
balfamic  juices,  to  which  they  moftly  afcribe  that  fat  corpt^ 
lency  which  is  fo  common  and  admired  amongft  them, 

Jf^e^her        Whether  this  and  the  ^e^n  tea  were  originally  diffeciit. 

ihg/ami    plants,  or  whether  the  faiQe,  only  differendy  cultivated,  i$» 

y^r«3W/Aqueftion  that  hath  for  along  tune  exercifed  the  talents  of  the 

thigrun,  curious,  and  is  not  as  yet  thoroughly  agreed'  on.     The  Chh 

nefe  could  eafily  rcfolve  it,  if  they  pleafcd ;  but  arc  too  fliy  «f 

the  Ewr^pionst  to  give  them  any  the  leaft  light  into  it ;  fo 

that  we  are  wholly  left  to  rcfolve  it  from  tb^  befl  obfcrvatfoa 

'  we  can  make  upon  them.    According  to  which,  the  iotr^a 

'  iiyp6d)ftfi$fiems  die  moft  probable,  from  the  manifeft  dlftr- 

ence  not  only  of  their  colour,  tafte,  flavour,  4yc.  but  jnudv 

more  from  tndr  different  eflfofts ;  the  one  being  rough,  afid 

gitting  to  the  paUte  and  ftomacb,  even  to  the  degree  of  in 

eOfctic*  if  taken  tboftrong ;  the  other  fmooth,  pleafant,  iOid 

hcalini^  and  in  no  cafe  offenfive  to  it :  the  one  a  ftomadiCi 

wd  ftrong  diuretic;  the  other  rather  a  fwectcner  and  piirjpr 

of  the  blood  by  gentle  pcrfpiration,  and  nomiihing  and  in- 

rfeUsg^it  by  its  balfamic  quality :  yet,  after  all,  the  latter 

BOtioB  hath  at  length  prevailed ;  and  this  dilifcrence  of  ^ 

effefts  has  been,  wth  no  fmall  prqbability,  f^ppof^d  to  proi^ 

ftotfL  the  different  dmes  in  which  the  leaf  is  gathered,  v^> 

'that of  the  bohea  about  a  month  or  five  weeks  earlier,  whilft 

the  plant  is  in  its  full  flow,  and  the  leaves  full  of  its  juice; 

>whereas  the  green,  by  being  left  fo  much  loqgcr  pn  thctre?, 

and  that  fweet  juice  cither  dried  up  or  infpifl^tcd  bjf  the' 

warmth  of  the  f;m,  changes  its  colour  into  a  fin?  green,  V 

'l^o  .trafts  that  bitternefs  and  rougbncfs  winch  we  find  it  to 

tohea^  a  |iave.     What  fccms  to  confiriji  this  hypothefis  is,  that  tie 

new  im-    cultiv^ring  thc  bohca  in  the  above-mr.ntioned  manner  fe«ns 

ff^tmnu^  be ^  difcovcry  and  improvement  of  a  century 'or  veto's 

ftanding,  before  which  they  knew  nothing  of  it  i  at  Jcafiitis 

^     plain,  from  the  account  whiih  Mr.  Ten  Rhin^,  who  refined 

•fome  time  in  Jnparij  and  was  phyfician  to  the  emperor  abo'iit 

^  century  and  half  ago^  hath  given  of  it,  that  H  wa>  not  then 
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kno^vm  in  Japan  (D),  though  it  hath  been  fince  introdaced 
.  and  cultivated  there  to  a  much  greater  perfeftion  than  any  we 
ever  had  from  China  ;  id  that  it  ia  fuppofcd  that  this  difcovery, 
.  being  th^n  but  recent,  had  not  yet  reached  Japan  when  that 
.  celebrated  botanift  wrote  his  account  of  the  tea  of  that  coun- 
try, which  mentions  no  other  but  the  various  forts  of  green  •• 
We  ihall  only  add,  that  a&  none  of  their  antieDt  herb^s  fpeak 
,  of  the  Vu4^  or  Boheay  and  fame  of  the  natives  fpcak  of  it 
^  as  a  more  modern  difcovery,  there  is  reafon  to  think  it  an 
.improvement  on  that  old  fort;  but  whether  fopnd  out  by 
ftudy  or  chance,  we  can  no-where  find.    But  it  is  agreed, 

*  WiLMisi/M.  Tin  Rhein.  excerpt,  de Obfervat.  fais  Japonic* 
de  fruti^e  Tchia,  ad  fin,  et  al.  ab  ep  citat.  in  hort.  Malabaric^ 


(D)  That  learned  botanift 
tells  us  exprefly,  at  thfc  end  of 
his  defcription  of  that  plant, 
.tiu^t  though  he  had  l»ard  of  a 
certain  fort  of  black  or  broivn 
tea  in  ufe  among,  the  Cbinrfft 

She  never  faw any  ;  only  he 
obfervedy  that  the  coarfer 
^thc  leaves  of  the  tea  were,  the 
more  yellowiih  or  reddilh  info- 
Son  they  gave,  and  the  more 
iUfagreeable  to  the  palate,  as 
well  as  CO  the  eye ;  by  which  it 
is  plain  he  fpcaks  only  of  tl^ 
coatfer  fort  of  green  (a3). 

It  is  pUin,  moreover,  to  every 
cnnotts  .obferver,  that  there  is 
no  difference  c^i  ihape  between 
the  leaves  of  th#  green  and  bo- 
hea,  except  th^t  th^  latter  is 
fomewhat  more  rou^difh*  but 
whether  the  reafon  of  that  be, 
fs  fome  fuppigife,  its  being  ga- 
thered  fo  much  earlier,  and  be- 
fore it  hath  Qxpandgd  itfelf  to 
its  fviU  length,  we  dare  not  af- 
firm, tho^  we  tjiink  it  far  from 
improbable.  We  are  indeed 
told  by  foDie  travellers  who  have 
>een  i[iC^(>tf, and  pretend  to  have 


been  particttUrly  cnrions  iaex|* 
mining  this  point,  that  they  had 
feen  ^antations  of  both  forts, 
and  apart  ftom  each  olber,  and 
never  obfinrvcd  any  tUng  ltk« 
both  forts  of  leaves  hcsmg  ga- 
diered  from  the  fame  tree*  and 
at  difFerent  times,  fiat  admit' 
ting  there  w^re  nothing  like  tha  t ' 
done  now,  it  will  not  follow 
that  it  was  not  fo  formerly,  an4 
by  way  of  trial,  in  onler  to' 
difcover  the  difference  of  thdr 
virtues ;  and  that  being  after- 
wards fully  fatisfied,  that  thofe 
leaves>  which  were  gathered  ear- 
lier»  had  a  more  Smooth  and 
baLfamic  tafte  aiid  virtue,  they 
might  not,  by  way  of  improve-  . 
ment,  examine  which  trees,  or 
what  climate  and  grounds,  pro-  - 
duced  the  beft  bohea,  and  which 
the  bell  green,  and  fo  appro^ 
priate  them  accordingly,  and 
diipofe  them  into  different  plan* 
tations ;  only  obferving  the  old 
metho4  of  ftripping  thoCe  of  the 
former  fo  much  the  earlier  ii^ 
the  year«  as  they  do  to  this  day* 
See  the  next  note. 


(%%)  Martini,  L$  Ctn^e,  Nicuhff^  Kampfsr,  Du  Haidtj,  ^  4/. 
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that  the  different  degrees  of  its  goodncfs  and  finenefs  are  owmg 
to  the  carlincfs  of  the  feafoh  in  which  it  is  gathered  (E); 
Difiempers  The  Chinefr  not  only  nfe  the  infufion  of  it  by  way  of  co»- 
againft  mon  Or  diet  drink,  but  take  it  alfo  in  powder,  either  in  waie, 
*which  the  or  mixed  with  other  ingredients,  and  made  into  a  bolus  or. 
eleftuary.  Their  phyfical  books  afcribe  almoft  as  many  t&* 
tues  to  it  as  our  quacks  do  to  their  pretended  panaceas.  Thqt 
prcTcribe  it  againft  the  tenefinns  and  haemorrhages,  ^^Wl 
coftivenefs,  pains  of  the  head  or  heart,  lownefs  of  Ipnd^ 
itching  of  the  finall-pox,  impoftumes  in  the  head,  xisS^ 
bladder,  bo.  ftoppage  of  the  menfes,  againft  coughs,  phthific^ 
and  othbr  rheumatic  definxions  and  ach^s,  and  a  number  <| 
other  difeafes ;  and,  to  conclude  with  one  of  their  moft  £0*1 
gular  prefcriptions,  they  tell  you  that  the  Tu-chu^  or  fineft 
tea»  powdered,  and  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  alma,' 
and  taken  in  a  glafs  of  water,  is  a  remedy  againft  all  forts  at 
poifons^         •  '  ♦ 

*  See  Du  Halde,  vol.  ii.  p.  223. 


\E)  This  we  have  confirmed 
•  by  feveral  hands,  patticdlarly 
from  the  account  which  Mr. 
iCunniniham^   p^yf>cian  to    the . 
Englijh  at  Chufan^   fent  of  it  Co 
the  RoyaJ  Society  ;  wherein  he 
tells  them,  that  the  fineft,  or  that 
which  is  called  the  firft  bud,  is 
gathered  in  March  ;  the  Bing^ 
or  Imperial  J  in  April  or  May  ; 
the  Songlo,  or  Green,  in  May  or 
June*     To  this  in  a  great  mea- 
sure   agrees  Father  Du  Halde 
(29) ;  who  adds  only,  that  that 
/Called  the /i«r/^m^i/,  or  Mau-cha, 
IS  the  leaf  gathered  from  thd 
fhrubs  newly  planted,  or,  as  the 
Chinefe  ^y\^  it,  the  jirft  points  of 
the  leaves:  bat   this  fort  is  (0 
fcarce  and  precious,  that  it  is 
icldom  ufcd  but  in  prefents,  Or 
fent  to  the  emperor. 
'    The  fame  almoft  may  be  faid 
of  the  flower  of  tea,    which 
bears  an  exoeffive  price,  and  is 
^only  ufed  by  the  richer  fort,  and 
that  chiefly  on  particular  occa- 
ii6ns,asfea(ls,  marriages,  grand 
entertainments,  &c.    This  lafl 


is  indeed  beft  when  mixed  witk 
the  fineft  leaves,  otherwifc  it 
hardly  coloiirs  the  water,  aflrf 
rather  gives  a  fragrance  than  a 
tafte  to  it ;  and  that  is  the  rca- 
fon  vi^hy  the  Mawcha^  or  i«^-* 
riaU  is  preferred  to  it  at  cooit. 

All  that  need  be  farther  ofc*^ 
fervcd  on  this  head  is,  that  whirt 
Mr.  Cunninghamy  and  othci^ 
call  the  firft,  or  carlieft  bud,  »j 
indeeid  ttid  fineft  of  the  boBA 
kind;  but  that  there  are  a  great 
many  degrees  below  it  of  hit* ' 
nefs  or  coarfencfs  in  the  leaves, 
according  as  they  arc  more  or 
lefs  blown  and  fpread,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  part  of  the  tree 
from  which  they  are  gathered; 
for,  during  all  the  time  of  the|r 
being  on.^hc  tree,  the  leaves  on 
the  top  are  always  the  fmalleR 
and  mieft,  and  cdnfequentiy  tAi^ 
deardl,^nd  growproportioriabljr 
larger  and  cdarfer  the  nearer 
they  come  to  the  bottom.  Tte 
fame  may  be  laid  of  the  trees, 
that, the  older  they  are,  the. 
coarfer  their  leaves  (30). 


(30)  Vid^  ana.  fap^itatp 
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Tea  is  propagated  chiefly  by  fo^^ng ;  for  that  which  grows  Tea  bow 
irild  and  fpontaneous  is  both  raking,  and  hath  fuch  a  difagree-  propagm- 
We  tafte,  that  noqe  but  the  poorer  fort,  who  have  not. the  '^^> 
iceft  palates,  care  to  ufe  Lt.   •  The  time  of  fowing  it  is  in  the  A«^  ^' 
icond  moon  of  the  year ;  at  which  time,  having  prepared  ^7*^ . 
iAr  ground,  they  throw  nine  or  ten  feeds  into  a  hole,  from  tj^**^* 
which  fometimes  only  one  or  two,  and  fometimes  more,  ftirubs 
dll  fpring ;  which,  at  a  proper  feafon,  are  tranfplanted  into 
mother  ground,  which  is  alfo  prepared. by  proper  manuring. 
Rie  plant  is  cultivated  with  great  care  ;  and  that  which  grows 
m  the  lighteft  ground,  and  hath  the  greateft  ihare  of  the 
both  fun,  is  reckoned  the  fineft,  and  thrives  beft.  The  fhrub 
8r  plant  hath  been  varioufly  defcribed  by  authors,  fome  raifing 
t  to  the  height  of  a  tall  tree,  and  others  lowering  it  beneath 
he  degree  of  a  common  Ai'ub.     The  trutli  is,  that,  if  it  be       , 
eft  to  run  up  to  its  full  height,  fome  of  them  will  flioot  up 
ibbve  that  of  our  talleft  filberds,  and,  by  that  means,  quite 
ifc^enerate  :  but  the  C5//2^  take  care, to  prevent  it,  by  ftinting 
Sion  to  that  of  fix  or  feven  feet.     They  commonly  tranfplaqt 
Bicm  in  regular  rows  upon  little  hills,  and  about  thcee  pr 
bur  feet  from  each  other.     When  they  have  once  taken  deep 
toot,  they  will  grpw  in  fpite  of  raia,  fnow,  or  any  weather.. 

They  have  feveral  ways  of  curing  and  drying  the  leaves,  HwvcurrJ 
yhcn  Aript, ,  in  order  to  make  them  fit  for  ufe,  which  we  can-  ^«^  ^^fp* 
tot  dwell  upon.     The  bohea  is  at  firft  dried  in  the  ftiade ;  '^* 
fcfter  which,  the  leaves  are  again  expanded  by  the  fleam  of 
oot  water,  and  expofed  to  the  warm  fun,  or,  if  that  fails, 
over  a  flow  fire,  in  copper  or  earthen  pans  well  glazed,  till  the  ' 
Beat  hath  crifped  and  contrafted  them  into  the  fmall  compafs 
;they  come  to  us  in.     But  thofe  of  the  green  fort  being  com- 
'ttWy  lefs.  juicy,  are  dried  up  and  crifped  in  the  fame  manner 
^  ibon  as  gathered.     As  for  other  niceties  relating  to  their  ^ 

'management  of  that  flirub,  and  its  leaves,  we  nruft  refer  our 
leaders  to  the  more  copious  account  given  of  them' by  the  authoi« 
often  quoted.     The  tea-root  is  commonly  large  and  well-  ^^^  ''**^ 
ipread ;  but,  if  we  may  believe  Nieuhcffy  is  only  fit  for  burn- 
ing, tho'  the  Chinefe  afcribe  fome  great  virtues  to  it. 

The  tree  commonly  bears  leaves  from  the  top  to.  the  bot-  Leanfes. 
<«pi ;  but  the  nearer  to  the  top,  the  finer..   ITie  liaf  is  ob,-  ^ 
long,  and  (harp  at  the  end,  and  indented  round  like  thofe  df 
ourrofc  orfweetbrier ;  and  the  flower  not  unlike  that  of  thfe  ^^^r^^ 
latler,  ohly  hath  more  leaves  ;  or,  according  to  others,  is  like^^^^*^" 
that  of  the  doubte  jeflamin',  with  fix  upper  and  fix  under -^'"*//?/'" 
Wes:    Thefrpit  or  apple  Is  of  the  bignfefs  of  z,  fmall  pipr'^'^'^''^* 
pin,  bat  more  finely  flavoured  ;  and  hath  a  fpicy  tafie,  not 
wilik?  that  of  a  dove.    TJic  feed  i$  blackiflx,  round,  and  of 

th« 
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the  bigncfs  of  a  fmall  hazel  when  green,  or  of  a  large 
when  dry.     When  put  into  one's  mouth,  it  yields  at 
fweet,  but,  being  kept  longer  in  it,  a  bitterifli,  tafte, 
Chinefe  extv^A  3,n  oil  out  of  it,  Mrhich  they,  efpeciallyui 
province  of  Fo-kj^cn,  ufe  as  a  kind  of  fauce  to  their  liC 
Leaves      They  likewife  have  a  way  of  pickling  the  fine  green  tea-leaji 
pickled,      after  they  have  been  infuled,  and  eat  them  with  their  me^ 
Cotton  The  next  beneficial  ftirub  is  that  which  produces  tibtfF^ 

Jhn$ht  h¥w  ton,  the  manafaAure  of  which  into  fuch  variety  of  '  " 
propaga-    ^jje  of  the  moft  confiderable,  next  to  that  of  fJk  and 
ware.     The  feed  is  commonly  fown  on  the  very  famfl 
that  the  hufbandmen  have  got  in  their  hai-vefl: ;  nothing 
being  required  than  to  tear  a  little  the  furface  of  the  _ 
with  an  iron  rake.     After  the  rain  or  dew  hath   fufficA 
moiftcned  it,  there  Aioots  up  gradually  the  fhrub,  till 
got  about  two  feet  high,  the  flowers  of  wiiich  appear 
the  middle  of  j^uguft :  they  are  commonly  of  a  yelIo\i^ 
lour,  and  fometimes  more  upon  the  red,  and  are  fucceeded 
a  button  or  pod  of  thebignefs  of  a  nut.    This  pod,  w% 
opens  in  three  places  about  forty  days  after  the  firft  a] 
ancc  of  the  flower,  difcovers  three  or  four  bags  of 
exceedingly  white,  and  of  the  fame  form  as,  the  .cod  < 
filkworm.     To  the  fibres  of  the  cotton  are  fattened  theTo 
which  are  -to'  ferve  for  the  next  year,  and  from  which 
muft  be  feparated  by  a  kind  of  wheel,  or  engine,   which 
reader  will  fee  defcribed  in  the  margin  (F) ;  after  which, 
cotton  is  carded  and  fpun  for  ufe  ", 

It  would  be  an  endlefs  taflc  to  dcfcribe  the  other  un< 
xnoa  roots,  fhrubs,  trees,  plants,  flowers,  and  other 
tables,  with  which  this  country  abounds;  and  we 
our  readers  will  be  fatisficd  with  pur  having  mentioned 
jnoft  remarkable  for  their  beauty,  ufefulnefs,  or  fihguM 
^either  in  the  geographical  defcription  of  thofe  provioS 
where  they  are  moftly  to  be  found,  or  under  thi^  gencn 

•  Vid.  audi,  ftp.  dtat.   &  Du  Hald?,  ubi  fupra,  vol* 
p.  3>9- 


.  (F)  Itconfifis  of  two  rollers, 
about  a  foot  l&ng,  ahd  an  inch 
thick»  the  one. of  wood,  and  the 
other  of  iron,  which  turn  each 
other  by  means  of  a  foot-wheel. 
They  are  fo  dofeiy  j  coined  tQ- 
gcther,  that,  in  the  turnitig  of 


them,  nothing  canpafsb^wfi* 
but  the  cotton,  which  the  Iw 
a]^plics  to  them;  whilft  «* 
feeds,  meeting  wirfi.  a  ^o^ 
break  off  from  it,  and  fall  into 
a  proper  receptacle  (31}. 


(IT)  Du  B^idi,  vol,  a.  ^  y%  ef /tf^ 
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l^ead  of  ht^nefi  agncoltillfe  i  «•  ilill  therefore  doTe  this 

kftide  with  a  fluorf  ac^SPM  of  fut^or  tfirce  moft  excdfecit 

l^aDts  aodl  roo^  tjiiit  airt  I9  die  Wf^  «Aeem  iummg  tbem 

aiid  Ds,  fyr  (Mr  $im)|r  ^l«Wt.    we  night  here  b^n  uMi  Jin-feng 

-^  1 0100  celdxrM»  pluH  called  tqr  them  J^n-Jhfgy  Gen-frng^  /Aaf. 

Qcm^fin^  that  is,  hunyaii  plant,  whkh  is  the  moft  aS- 

^  aAd  ill  neatcft  feqtieft,  aU  chrer  the  empire.    Bat  as  t^ 

of  ttUonqrtQbefoQndiaeafternTarfary,  and  that  vrhieh 

„  ra  JA  the  {aoviiicc;  of  Se-dnuef^  which,  tho' the  neareft 

it  10  all  d&iM,  b  not  in  any  cafe  comparable  to  it,  we  (hall 

fcr  oor  rea^lersi  for  the  further,  di^ay,  growth,  and  won- 

anfiil  qiii^tieSy  61  it,^  to  wliat  hath  been  7aid  in'our 'natural 

fbxf  of  what  w«  may  call  :tts  native  foil  f ;  and  only  obferve 

|pe,  that  it  is  cried  up  by  die  €hinefe  doctors  andbotanifts 

the  greateft  cordial  of  Ml  the  vegetable  fort,  and  as  sr  klAd 

\  panpharmacofi  againft  all  forts  of  diiharipers,  efpedally 

;  the  veneieai  kind. 

Theie  roots  of  Tang-que  and  ffu-htn  are  alfo  in  great  Tang-^ue 
e  and  cftecm  among  them,  for  their  'fingular  virtue  bf  re-  ^"^/"^a- 
ivering  decayed  conftitutioi^s,   prolonging  life,   and  cven^^''*' 
langing  the  white  hair,  can&d  by  dd^age,  into  a  yduthfhl 
suck.     Their  rhubarb  and  China  root  are  alfo  faid' to  Be 
ierc  excellent  in  their  kind ;  the  misfortune  is,  that"  it  is 
pet  to  iinpoffible  to  get  them  genuine  from  the  natives/ who 
ike  np  fcruple  to  put  the  Europeans  off  with  coitnterfeits  ; 
lirticularly  with  refpeft  to  the  latter,  inflead  of  which  they 
31  them  another  fort,  not  unlike  it  in  flmpe  and  colour,  but 
mich  is  neither  fo  weighty,  large,  nor  by  far  fo  efficacious 
tei  tried  ''i  and  indeed  it  is  the  univerfal  complidnt  of  all    ' 
bo  have  been  coaverfimt  with  them,  that  they  are  the  greateft 
heats.in  all  the  eaft,  and  make  aocgnfcience  to  corrupt  and 
iulteratc  every  thing  they  fell  of  ejtchan^e  with  other  na- 
80ns. 

However,  from  what  we  have  fiid  under  tins  head^  c^  China, 
^e  ri<;hiiefs  of  thor  foil,  and  their  various  admirable  ways  (sf  though  fo 
^Itivating  and  improving  every  fpot  of  it  to  the  beft  zAxiM^  firtiU^ »' 
lage,  their  invincible  induftry,  rell^ous  atuchment  to  agri-J'^' /•«''• 
iultiire,  arid  the  fingular  encouragement  it  meets  with  from 
SBic  throne,  and  from  all  the  gn^idees  of  the  empire,  there 
^n  be  no  doubt  b\\t  China  is, .  what  all  the  writers  of  it  have 
"jSSrmied  it  to  be,  the  moft  fruitful,  rich,  and  populous,  of  " 
an  the  eaftern  countd^,  and  produces  the  greateft  plenty  and 
I  Variety  of  every  thing  that  is*  Aeceffary  and  ufeful  for  food, 

t  5cc  vol/vii.  booi:  i^.th.  i.        ^Le  Cowpte,Nieuhoff, 
>al. 

,    raiment, 
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raiment,  phyfic,  and  delight  r  .efpeciaily  if  yre  add  tp 
above  account  their  hoetiSii/t  triie,  their  many  ciirioos  ^ 
vataabk  mantifiiftufes;  tfcii  nfl^os,  -vaft  number  of  laJ 
rivers^  and  canals,  »widch  not  only-  fifriftfh.  them  xvith " 
^cateft  pknty  andvariety  <Jf  •£(&;  •Imit^M^A  the  moR 
Biodious  a^d  efieftual*  means  of  extending  their  con^i 
Jihrough  every  province;*  of  a>l  ^hich  we  fliaUfpeak.ia^ 
'    .  fubfequent  articles  :  fo  that,  all  thefe  advantmges  confid* 
one  might  realbnably  infer,  that  the  Vhinefe  nation  raw 
one  of  the  happieft  undCr  the  cope  of  heSven ;  and  fad 
hath  been  indeed  reprefented  by  many  ^Vriters,  who  had^  ^ 
.would  think,  all  the  opportunity  they  could  defire  to  b^  1 
.acquainted  with  it. 

And  yet,  notwithftanding  all  this  great  fertility,  ic 

and  abundance,  one  may  venture  to  affirm,  though  it  \ 

appear  a  kind  of  paradox,  that  the  moft  rich  and  flon 

ing  empire  of  the  world  is  really  poor ;   and  that  the  i 

though  fertile  and  extenfive,  is  fo  far  from  fufficient  to 

port  its  numerous  inhabitants,  that  they  would  require  rat] 

one  as  large  again  to  be  able  to  live  comfortably,  and  to  lay  i 

a  convenient  quantity  of  proviilons  againft  the  years  of  dea 

'lyhich  often  happen  eithei^  through  exceffive  drought, 

other  untimely  feafons ;  and  much  more  iHU  at  fome  part 

lar  ones,  when  they  arQ  infefted  witl\  fuch  infinite  noml^ 

ci.  graftioppers  as  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  in -a  7 

fpace  not  only  devour  every  fruit,  leaf,  and  blade,  but 

the  fmall  wood  of  the  branches,  and  fibres  of  the  roots, 

feveral  parts  of  the  country  in  one  feafon ;  the  dire  effe 

which  are  fadly  felt  fome  years  after, 

7he  mit.ry     In  fuch  calamitous  cafes,  as  well  aS  in  times  of  peftilc 

pfthe        difeafes,  whldi,  notwithftanding  the  goodnrfs  of  thefr  air  \ 

pteavir      climate;  often  rage,/  and  lay  wafte  whole  provinces^'  the 

fort,  mon  people  fuiFer  fuch  dreadful  hardihlps,    as  often 

them  into  the  moft  (hocking  extremes,  fuch  as  expofing 

children,  felling  their  daughters  for  flaves;  and  fometimes  ev 

into  more  violent  methods,  as  robbing, ,  plundering,  aad, 

Qot  timdy  prevented  by  the  government,  into  open  rebelliq 

At  fuch  times  as  thefe  it  is,  if  ever,  that  not  only  the  cop 

but  the  moft  tyrannic  and  oppreffive  governors,  fet  all 

hands  on  work  to  fupply  thdr  wants  from  other  provinces, 

even  foreign  countries, ''  to  pre\#ent  the  worfe  efFefts  of 

Sadfway    fury  and  defpair.     We 'may  add,  that,  even  in   their 

oflimng.  plenteous  feafons,  the  poorer  fort  are  fo  terribly  oppreffed  1 

thofe  in  power,  as  we  have'  had  occafion  to  ftiew  under  k- 
former  head,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  their  induftry  and  Iv^rd  ^ 
][abour,  tliey  are  forced^  to  faji^  very  hard,  and  a.re  glad  to  he 
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I  abfe  to  fupport  themfelves  and  families  not  only  on  the  very 

rtfiife  of  every  kind  of  provifion,  but  on  cats  and  dogs»  tho* 

4ey  die  of  age  or  ficknefs,  rats,  mice,  and  other  vermin^ 

wd  with  the  garbage  of  any  flefh,  fifh,  or  fowl,  they  can  pur- 

(tefe ;  for  all  thefe  are  ftld,  as  wellas  the  more  dainty  meats. 

Both  at  the  markets,  and  along  the  ftreets  '^  :•  fo  that,  upon 

1 4e  ^hole,  the  great  and  the  rich  alone  can  be  faid  to  feel  the 

ftfing  of  the  boafted  abundance  we  read  of  in  every  de- 

iription  of  that  opulent  empire.     And  fo  much  may  fervc 

■  fcf  their  agriculture.  • 

The  next  thing  that  helps  to  inrich  them  is  their  ti-ade,  Fera^gM 
which  is  no  lefs  encouraged  by  the  government.     Even  the  trade  i 
firagn,  which  was  formerly  fhuf  up  by  their  jealous  mon- 
irchs,  hath  been  afterwards  laid  open. by  th^  Tartars  fmce 
M  conqueft  ;  fo  that  they  now  trade  with  Jaian^  Manilla^ 
Mtmit  Batavia^  and  other  parts  of  the  Eqfi'Inaies  ;  and  carry 
ftiAer  fuch  of  their  commodities  as  beft  fell  there,  and  bring 
Kwie  others  that  are  wanted  at  home  (G),  by  which  they  atol 'vaft 
iSdom  clear  lefs  than  200  /^r  cent, ;  but  by  fome  of  their  ^««. 

*LbCompte,Nieuh'opf,  &  DuHalde,vo1.  i.  P.314&  318. 

(G)  Thofe  which  ^hcy  com-  and  is  there  fold  at  a  high  rate 

VKHiy  ei^port  to  yapaft  are  the  to  the  nobles  and  rich,  efpecially  ' 

MJKs  of  Jin-fong;  chiWa,  rhu-  the  latter,  a  fmall  cabinet  of 

bby.aj^d  other  medkchnd  roots  wftich,  not  above  two  feet  high, 

tod  plants,  Areka  bark,  buffalo  and  broad  in  proportion,  will         • 

i«d  other    hider,   and   fugar,  fell'tliere  for  loopiaftrcs.  They 

wluch  laft  they  make   almoil  like  wife  bring  great  quantities  ^ 

»,ooo/rr  «7//,  by;  filks  of  all  of  J/7^«P7  gold,  which  is  efteem«> 

^  and    colours,    efpecially  ed  the  £nefl  in  all  the  eaft,  and  a 

Ukis }  eagle,  fandal,  and  other  fort  of  compound  metal  called 

odoriferous  woods,  which  arc  T'offiai, .  or  Tomiaga^  to  which    - 

lorat  before  their  idols,   and  they  attribute  many  virtues,  and 

fome  forts  of  i?«r^/M»  clcrthes,  make  into    rings,    and   other 

For  thefe  they   bring  back  wearing,  trinkets,  forvthat  end* 

pearls,  of  which  they  likewife  The  only  one  we  dare  vouch 

inikc  a  prodigious  gain ;  red  for  is,  that,  being  worn  next  to 

topper,  either  in  bars  or  wrought,  the  ikin  a  few  hours,  il  will  ftop 

*nrch,  being  of  a  fine  duQile  the  moft  violent  bleeding*  How- 

pature,  and  beautiful  colour,  is  ever,  they  piake  a  much  greater 

wjreat  requeft  in  China  i  fa-  gain  by  carrying  moft  of  the 

tei  and  cudafles  of  an  excel-  commodities  ahpve-mentioned^ 

fcflt  temper ;  fome  of  their  por-  the  gold  Excepted,  to  Bataviaf 

ceWn^nd  japah-work,  which'  and  other  parts  of  the  £<7/?./»^y« 

vaiHy  exceedtf-'that  of  China,  (32). 

(p)  Du  HaUt^  ffol,  VL.  f,  319,  ^  /if. "«»/.  i.  *,  334,  v/W.  ^  U  Cmpte,     . 
9atia.fup,titMt, 

^     ^       .  iBiefchandizes, 
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mcrchaojdizes^.  cftcciaily  thejr,  medicin^  <fi^S^ 
lopo  l>er  cent.    Their*  trafEck  with  the  Ewrondnt  j$!j  ^ 
confiderable  branch.  '  Thefe  have  indeed  fcarcc  any jwtc 
to  them,  except  that  of  ^ang-tongy  and  that  oidiy  at  a' 
times  of  the  yedr :  neither  are  they  fiiffered  to  fail  up 
to  that  city,  but  arc  forced  to  caff  anchor,  at  Wbang-{ 
place  about  foui*  leagues  fliort  of  it,  where  the  river  is  i 
crouded  Wilh  trading  veflels  for  piles  together^  ^t^itf 
like  a  large  city  on  the  water. 

."^His  trade  Was  once  very' advantageous  to  the  Euro, 
who  brought  thither  clothes,  fwords,  clocks,  ftrikyig  and 
watches,  looklng-gla(Ies,diainQnds^cryftal,  telefcppes^an 
mathematical  inAruments,  and  ibid  them  ^t  a  v^  rate ;  1 
company  hath  fince  fo  well  fupplied,  if  not  rather  over£ 
them  with  thofc  coinmodities,  that  the  trade  is  greatly  d\ 
and  is  hardly  worth  carrying  on  in  anythhg  but  fflyer, ; 
changing  it  for  gold  (H) ;  which,  we  |^r<5  tpld,  js  cox^onlj 
more  or  lefe  dear,  according  to  the  time  of  the  year,  it  f 
mpch  cheaper  in  Marfh^  Jpril,  and  May,  than  from  ^ 
to  January,  becaufe  this  laft  is  the  feafon  when  there  is  J 
greatefl  number  of  veflels  in  the  port,  or  rood  to  ^uang'^tm 
Other  commodities  brought  from  thence  are  too  well  k 
Chineie    jto^  need  any  farther  mention ;  and  all  that  needs  to  be 
to^  it  is,  that  the  tiiiff;?^  dre  fucb  arrant  cheats,  th^ 
tfalok  it  neither  cringe  ;ior  fiuMne  to  over^jttach  thofe  they  < 
with,  no  not  even  thofe  of  their  own  natioii  luid  oeight 
hood  (1)  I  fo  that  one  cannot  be  too  watd^  over  thenu 


Burope 
dmwi&d. 


% 
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(H)  Moft  of  the  gold  that  it 
bought  at  ^safig'img  is  blouf  kt  ' 
thither  from  other  parts,  erae- 
ciatly  from  Japan  and  C0€kUi» 
China  i  the  latter  of  wkJM  is 
chiefly  fold  by  the  kiflg  of  that 
coiintry.  Some  indeed  is  fold 
there  by  his  fubjedls  privately  ; 
but  is  notfo  fine  by  a  great  deal, 
and  muft  be  refined  2iX^ang'tong 
(33):  and  is  there  divided,  as 
all  other  gold  is,  into  alloys, 
from  90  to  100  carats,  in  the 


ftmt  manner  at  we  do  In 

(I)  Tkcy  commonly  go 
dik  principle,  that  every  fa 
being  wilhng  to  purchaie 
cheap  a  rate  as  he  can,  or  1 
for  nothing,   if  that  could 
done,  the  teller  hath  no  leis  i 
right  to  fell  as  dear  as  he 
and  to  make  afe  of  any  art 
method  to  raife  the  price  of  I 
own  ware :  whence  they  inf 
that  it  is  hot  the  latter  that  < 


(?3)  Du  HaUi^  vcl,  ii.  ^.319,  Qf^'  ^^A  i.  p*  334.    f^'d*  &  Le  Com/ae,  Sf  ' 

ceives, 


Cii  ^f  lUfiory,,pf  Qki\xi9»,  z^^^ 

I    But  what  they  chiefly  depend  upon  is  their  home  traffick,  Jhme^ 

InwScti  we  may  look  Upon  every  province  as  a  feparatc  .ftate  trade 

rfiingdom,  fome  of  which  abound  with  certain  commodi- 

d^,  orprovifions,  which  others  want ;  and^  to  communicate 

tAichtoall  the  reft,  the  beft  methods  have  been  invented, 

both  }sj  land  and  water ^arriage^  that  each  country  will  admit 

of.    Thus  the  provinces  of  Mu-quang  and  Kyang-Ji,  which /*^f«rw- 

aljbnnd  with  rice,  (upply  thofe  that  want  it ;  Che-kyang  fiir-  raged, 

^oilhes  Ae  fineft  filks  ;  Kyajig-nan  the  iineft  ink,  vamiib,  and 

all  forts  of  curioiis  works ;  Tu-nan,  Shen-J!,  and  Shanfi,  yield 

fbty  of  iron,  copper,  and  other  metals,  horfes,  mules,  furs,  . 

i(.;  Fo-kyeh  the  Deft  fugar  and  tea ;  and  Se-chwgn  the  great- 

c(f  variety  of  medicinal  and  other  plants,  ifc. ;  all  which  are 

wit  only  conveyed  from  one  province  to  another,  either  by 

ibSr  rhrers  and  canals,    or  by  land-carriage  j    but,  when 

jbronght  to  the  place  of  fale,  are  commonly  difpatched  in  a 

1%  days.  The  very  mandarins  encourage  it ;  and  have  a  (hare 

|in  the  gain,  by  putting  their  money  into  the  hands  of  the  mer; 

jdknts,  to  be  improved  in  the  way  of  trade.     In  a  word,  there  ^^ 

psJiardly  a  family,  how  poor  foever,  that  will  not  put  itfelf ^^^^f  '^ 

iiafome  way  of  it ;  and,  with  a  finall  ftock,  hardly  amounting  P^^" 

toaq-own,  will,  by  labour  aiid  induflry,  not  only  maintain; 

tbcmfelves,  and  their  children,  but,  by  degrees,  inlarge  their 

te,  or  fall  into  fome  more  profitable  branch,  and  live  more 

Itthelr  eafe.     Thus  every  town  and  village,  but  much  more  . 

ite  great  cities,  Iwarm  with  induftrious  hands  all  the  day 

long,  and  all  the.  year  round  :  there  being  no  intermiflion  from 

Jny  buimefs,  except  on  the'  two  firft  days  of  the  firft  moon, 

wKch  are  comnwnly  fpent  in  diverfion  ^. 

The  next  branch  of  their  wealth  arifes  from  their  manu-  Manufac 
fcftures,  of  which  they  have  great  variety.     We  fliall  only  /am. 
^of  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable,  fuch  as  their  filk  and 
<!oion,  their  porcelain  and  japan-ware,  or  varniftx. 

We  begin  vdth  the  filk,  the  invention  of  which  the  Chine/e  ^i[;at  of 
records  attribute  to  one  of  the  wives  of  the  emperor  Whang-  filk,  fy 
ft";  fin6e  which,  many  other  emprefles  have  been  recorded  for  ivhom  in- 
the  fmgiilar  care  they  took  to  encourage  it,,  by  breeding  the  *vented. 
flliwormsj  fpinning  the  filk,  and  delivering, it  to  the  proper 

*  Vid.  Magaillan,   Navaret,  Martini,  Le  Compte, 
NisuHOFP,  Du  Halde,  &  al.. 

ceivcs,  but  the  former  who  de-  makes  of  his  chapman's  fimplt- 
ttivcs  himfelif,  he  being  under  city,  is  looked  upoh  as  the  fru't 
BO  compulfion  to  give  the  price  and  reward  of  his  own  induf* 
Aat  is  afltcd ;  fo  that  whatever     try.  * 
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workmen  and  women,  to  be  woven  (K).  Thdr 
not  fail  of  exciting  the  reft  of  their  fex  to  put  thdr 
fuch  a  profitable  as  well  as  delightful  work,  by  whicl^ 
were  intitled^  among  other  advantages,'  to  exchange  thdff 
drefs,  which  was  chiefly  that  of  the  flcins  of  animals,  % 
more  eafy  and  elegant  one  of  this  new  and  valuable 
dity ;  fo  that  in  a  little  time  the  manufafture.  became  in 
manner  univerfal,.  and  by  degrees  fplit  itfelf  into  the  gnat 
beautiful  variety  in  which  the  ^/^/«^  once  excelled  moft 
nations  ;  though  it  muft  be  here  obferved,  that  fome  proi 
vaftly  exceed  others  in  the  goodnefs,  beauty,  and  w< 
(hip,  of  it ;    particularly  that  of  Che-kyang,  which,  as 
have  already  obferved,  bears  the  bell  above  all  the  reft 
richnefs,  foftnefs,  and  for  producing  the  greateft  qnant 
of  it.     But,  upon  the  whole,  that  manufafture  hath  baa 
well  cultivated  among  them  from  time  immemorial,  that 
only  the  printes,  grandees,  literati,  and  other  perfons  of 
dnftion,  but  their  domeftics,  the  merchants,  tradefinen, 
mechanics,  can  afford  to  clothe  themfelves  with  it ;  non^, 
ccpt  thofe  of  the  meaneft  fort,  and  the  peafants,  who 
.mOnly  wear  a  blue  cotton,  appearing  in  any  other  but  a 
drefs.     The  quantities  they  fend  abroad  of  it  arc  no 
prodigious  ;  and  muft,  one  would  think,  have  long  fincc 
lome  meafure  exhaufted  them,  were  there  not  am  infinite  mi 
titude  of  hands  employed  in  it  j  fo  that  it  is  not  without 
fon  that  China  is  flyled  xhtfilk  country. 

Neither  arc  they  to  belefs  admired  for  their  fur[ 
ingenuity,  diligence,  and  fkill,  in  the  management  of 
branch  of  it,  the  beautiful  contrivance  of  their  looms, 
other  inflruments  for  fpinning  and  weaving  it  in  that 
ful  variety  of  colours,  pattern?,  bc.^  and  theii*  great  care 
fldll  in  breeding,  hatching,  nouriftiing,  and  propagating, 
their  worms,  providing  againfl,  and  curing  them,  of  fundtf 


(K)  We  are  told,  that  there 
was  a  fpacious  orchard  affigned 
within  the  precind  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  planted  with  mulberry- 
trees,  the  leaves  of  which  are 
the  proper  food  of  that  valuable 
infed  ;  and  that  in  memory  of 
it,  as  well  as  to  excite  the  reft 
by  her  own  example,  the  em- 
prefs  went  once  a  year,  attended 
with  the  queens,  and  other  la- 


dies of  the  court,  to  this  flf*i 
chard  ;  and  there,  with'  .io^ 
own  hands,  gathered  jthe  kav||^ 
of  three  branches,  which  foooe 
of  the  maids  of  honour  bat, 
down  tocher.  They  add,  that 
the  £neft  pieces  of  filk,  whick 
were  wrought  under  her  eye, 
were  devoted  to  the  ceremony 
of  the  grand  facrifice  offered  to 
^bang'ti  (34). 


<34)  Z?«  HaUe^  -voU  u  f .  353.  v/i,  ^  U  Ci»/r#,  &f  «/.  fitf,  citae. 
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.  diftemtiers  they  are  liable  to^  s^  Well  as  in  their  excellent  way 

«of  ciiltivatipg  their  mulberry-trees  to  the  beft  advantage  for 

llieir  noariihm^t ;  the  preparing  their  different  apartments^ 

liiitably  to  the  various  ftages  they  go  through^  from  the  time 

gf  their  being  hatched  to. that  of  their  fpinning,  and  laying 

tiieir  jegg^  (L) ;  and  a  great  variety  of  other  niceties  relating 

•to  them,  which  we  have  not  room  to  dwell  upon,  but  which 

Hthoie  who  are  curious  in  fuch  things  may  read  a  particulaf 

glccount  of  in  the  author  laft-quoted  \ 

.  THAf  of  cotton  is  another  very  profitable  manufafture>  Qutonmai^ 
ftbougfa  it  doth  not  branch  out  into  fuch  great  variety  as  Jikt  nujaaMrt. 
r 

*  Dv  Haldb>  ubLfup.  vol.  i.  p.  353. 


y  (L)  ThtCbinefe  have  not  conten- 
ded themfelves  with  ftudying  the 
l>eil  methods  of  improving  this 
MCarious  and  ufeful  manqfadiue, 
Imt  have  written  fome  treatifes 
ttpon  it  for  public  ufe.  Among 
tbem  was  a  famed  author,  who 
I'became  afterwards  one  of  the 
\fx&  miniilers  of  the  empire ;  and 
l^at  fo  thorough  a  mafter  of 
that  fubjecl,  that  his  experience, 
||nd  wife  obfervations  on  the 
heft  method  of  propagating  and 
^ooriihing  that  ufeful  infert, 
phave  proved  of  excellent  benefit 
to  his  nation  ever  ilnce. 

He  tells  them,  among  other 
thmgs,  that  the  apartments  ap« 
,  propriated  for  breeding  them  up 
I  oomt  to  be  agreeably  utuated,  if 
pomble,  upon  a  riiing  ground, 
and  near  fome  rivuletp,  becaufe 
the  eggs  muft  be  often  wafhed, 
and  running  water  agrees  beft 
widx  them.  Their  lodging  ought 
to  beat  adiflance  from  dunghils, 
finks,  and  other  naufeous  fmells, ' 
from  cattle,  and  all  kind  of 
Boife,for  that  the  Icall  difagree- ' 
able  fmell  or  noife,  even  the 
barking  of  a  dog,  is  apt  to  caufc 
ftrange  diforders  in  that  tender 
brood,  efpecially  when  newly 
hatched. 
The  rooms  fhould  be  fquare, 
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dofe,  and  warm,  the  door  as 
near  to  the  fouth  as  can  be, 
but  never  to  the  north ;  and  with 
a  window  on  every  fide,  to  let 
in  the  frefh  air,'  as  often  as  oc- , 
cafion   requires.      Thefe  win- 
dows, which  are  moftly  .kept 
ihut,  are  of  whit^  tranfparent 
paper)  behind  which  are  move- 
able matts,  fo  pla:ed,  as  to  fhot 
out  or  admit  the  light,  as  theit 
condition  requires.    Gnats  and 
flies,  which  are  apt  to  fit  upon 
the  filk  cafes,  ana  to  nukc^  ble- 
mifhes  on  it,  as  well  as  render  it 
difficult  in  the  winding,  muft  be 
kept  out  of  their  tenements,  or« 
if  poflible,  the  worms    (hould 
have  done  their  work  before  the 
air  is  infeAed  with  them.  There  ■ 
is  a  great  number  of  other  fuch 
curious  remarks  in  that  author^ 
for  which  we  refer  our  reader 
to  Du  Halde\  extrad  of  him  % 
but  which  {hew,  that  the  Chine fi 
are  much  nlore  nice  and  curious 
in  the  management  of  their  filk- 
worms  than  our ^i/r^/^/z/z nations 
cdmmonly  ate,  who  never  give 
themfelves  any  thought  about 
thefe  fecming*  niceties,  fo  that 
we  need  not  wonder    if  their 
produdlions  comd  fO  far  (hort 
of  the  Chinefe. 


China" 

nvhen 
made^ 


t^^  7&  tlifi^^rf  of  GK&a. 

'   'BIkcn  one.  We  haVe  riready  «ie*rh"hdW  thCT^kmd^pii^. 
-gate  thrir  cottbti ;  and,  as  to  the  vafidifs  <^btbcSs^leitt  i 
of  it,  asihuOins,  callicoes,  ire.  their  ekoelfefit'MfOf  d^dkgl 
and  printing  them,  they  are  To  Well  ViXikmh  ^  tiJ,  ftitic 
'  need  not  expatiate  loiter  upoh  It. 

T*HE  7)&-*f,  or,  as  we  ftylc  it,  porcfeMn  or  dA|Gi-^j 
'manu&anire,  is  of  fo  old  a  d&te  jlttiMg  ptxA^  ftet  ^ttskibX 
'cords  nicntion  nothing  cither  of  its  inteaterdr  iMrctM|fe] 
There  is  a  great  variety  of  iftodc  in  fercrtdijjftMttdStSflT 
Empire;  but  that  which  is. the  fift^,  kud  doth^^dttcAT 
the  fiame  of  Tfe-ki  (M),  is  made  'no^^httis  but  in'tfcf 
of  King-te-ching^  in  the  province  of  Kyang-fi^  wliich  t 
is  above  three  liiilfes  in  length,  €*[a  conMis  upwards  cf-^l 
million  of  fouls,  moftly  employed  in  that  Angle  branch.  T 
•    «       '  Chinefe  Were  al^x^ays 'To  very' fhy  of' letfaAg ' tHe  'Eitro^t(m\ 
'  any  Tight  into  any  of  their  aSaifs,  thofe  efpecially  6f  the'g 
Strange     or  japan- varnifti,  and  this  of  the  china-ware,  that  wc  1 
accounts     b^en  led  by  fttr^/^r^w  writers  into  feveral  ftrange  and.aBi 
ahutit.    notions,    relatii^  either  to   the  materials  of  whicji  iti 
made,  fuch  as  egg-ihells,  according  to  fome  ;   the  (hdki 
fome forts  of  fifties,  according  to' others;  or  the  lcigth1|| 
time  they  took  up  in  preparing  and  perfeffing,  viz.  30/^' 
'  or  even  1 00  years'  merely  as  t!teir  faiKiy  fuggdfted  it  to  t" 


(M)  We  need   not  tell  our 
readers,  that  the  name  of  por- 
celain is  unknown  to  the  Cbinejij 
/^nd  moftlikeljr  oi  Por'tugufe  ex- 

*  traft.    The  ahdent  books  that 

*  treat  of  it  have  npt  To  much  as 
a  name  for  it,'  but  fly  led  it  the 

is  the  fliiftridl  to  which  Kin^-h- 
^hing  belongs) ;  Or  elTe  the  fne 
china-'ware  <wiich  is  of  a  Ib'vely 
Jhining  ijohtte^  dni  a  clear  fey- 
hlusf  and  comes  from  King-te- 
chijig.     And  it  is  indeed  by 

'  thofe  two  qualities  that  this  fort 
is  known  and  diilinguiihedTrdm 
all  othei;?  that  are  made  inChina, 

.  none  of^hich  come  up  to  it  ci- 
ther for  ci)16ur,  luftre,  or  fine- 
nefs. 

We.  are  farther  told  of  feve- 
ral attempts  having  been  made 


■  of  m^iiig  it  in  other^^ia< 
carrying  the  materials  aiic 
men  thither,  particolaHyaT^ 
iyfw^ahd  Can-tony  On  ice 
the  great  trade  Which  the  h 
peons  carried  *6n  at  '>fi«^rj 
A-my ;    but  'without '  any  '^ 
cefs.  '  Ef en  the '  late  -m] 

' Kang'hi, ' wlio 'was  Ve^ ^^uiM 
iti  all  things  ;6f  this  'tfW 
caiifad' fome  of  the  worlMj 
and"  air  prober  iftaterials,  to  w 

'  brought  to  F^-iV'»£;  Wherc,^ 
ing  tried  their  utmoU:  to  ftcdW 
under  that  'monardi's  'iej^? '*^ 
leaft  to  all  apticarapfce^Ac  jf^* 
jcSmifcarriHafrtfti;  ib,*J 
the  town  of  JGng'te-chtuf  is  *" 

"*  the  only  place  '-^hich  JiTO^ 
the  whole  country  with  thatlnc 

'w^.e(35). 


. ,  (35)  Du  Hatdi,ntoU  i.  f.  353.    J^td,  &  U  Compte^'^^aUfi^  c^* 


tiflxve^d  at  10^411  a  more  perhSi  accouat  df  M  tk^e  psar*  Jtrutr 
ticolars  fr(itti;]afi^5re'-witne6«  of  ju^gBQ^^  and  probity  (N)^y^0^z'rr. 
i  wiio  Cotaiasuisti^d  tit  li^kole  {ccret,  aod  its  pmeefe^!  to  his 

Wet EtHto  ithat  which  iiath  been  finoe  mode  in  Saxmy^  4M*r 
ifltod  &  nich  iooDceeds  ^Khinefe^  «(pedaliy  ^  Ibe  beauty  of  fort  modi 
4he  o^dcNtt^  9taA  finenefe  of  the  paitii^g,  be  .made  after  the  ''»3axdn/A 
^((axtie  -maoner,  tad  ivh^tfaer  the  6xA  diTcoverer  of  it  took  thd 
iaat  Iron  ifae  ^efiik'^  ^ooant,  we  know  not;  btrt  as  diat 
pMMBKxHtj  is  now  ib  far  outdone  m.  Gennar^>^  and  is  likdy  to      ^ 
lie  imitated  h|^  outs,  and  fcmie  other  Eurc^emi  nations,  with 
l^pod  fuccefii,  it  will  of  ceiarfe  excixfe  us  from  dwelling  longer 
Nm  the  <ihin(fe  w^  dF  workii^,  makii^  glazing,  painttag, 
pld  Peking  it.;  ^e  procefs  of  wliich,  though  curious,  istoo^ 
|i^^  and  complicated  for  a  work  like  this,  and  may  be  belt 
"*  :n'in  thofe  two  pieces  which  the  Jefijit  above-mentioned  feat 

'  it,  suid  wMch  are  pub!tidied  among  the  Uttres  edifianUs  of ' 
miffioiyliies,  or  in  the  extraQ  which  Father  Du  HcifU 

ath  ig^veti  vs  of  them  in  'his  defcriptkm  of  the  Cfxinefi  em* 

r    A&LL  that  may  be  far&cr  obforvabk  abo^  it  is,  thst  thb'  T'^tf  ifU 
[i&c  (fiotScms  of  the  earth  being  fo  doog  in  preparing,  to  make  china ftitl  ' 
fiitfitfor4hework,  or  of  thechioa-wiare,  when  made,  Teocivrngf'^^fi^^^^ 
imt  additional  beauty  b^  lying  long  buried  in  die  earth,  feem  ^^^'^f^f^l 
[j|l{aite  a)h^ttted  from  our  author's  obfenradons  on  their  prefent 
^»#s^of  fabricftting  it  ;  to  whidi  we  m^ht  add,  by  way  of 
tttJftroboraring  them,  the  new  method  foraid  out  in  Saxony ^ 
r?vhiGh  l6£»retty(neaFly  anfw^able  to  it ;  yet  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
i,  "Ae  Chinefc  thad  formerly  fome  fuch  longer  procefs  m  bringing  it 

<to  its  highest  beauty,  but  which  they  thought  fitafterwards  to 
t: At  afide,  or  cMfpcnfe  with,  as,  incompatible  with  the  great 
!L;iaIl  they  had  for  that  commodity  from  Eurc^e^  and  which  now 

&emed  t6  rQqfuire  a  mdre  escpeditious  way  of  management^ 
f  •  -  .• 

*  Lcttrcs  edJiiantes,  vol.  xn.  p.   25«-r3flbt    Ibid.  vol.  xvii 

p.  320 — 366.  Du  Halde,  ubifup.p.  3j8 — 553.     Vid.  &  I^B 

Coifrn-E,  Martin.  Nay ARET.  Nieuhoff,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

(N)  This  p^rfon  was  Father  dcfired  of  iiiqwiring  into  every  ^ 

D'£jf/rff(7//>j,  a  Jefuit,  who  had  branch  of  that  matiuFafturei  a^ 

a  church  at  King^te-chingy  and  a  well  as  into  the  records  of  that 

igood  number  of  converts  who  town  about  the  invention  of  it^ 

tither  worked  at,  oir  were  great  concerning  which,  he  tetls  us^ 

dealers  in  it ;  fp  that  he  had  .all  he  could  find  no.fatis factory  ac* 

4e  opportunity  jbat  qould  -be  count  (36).  -  :- 

•ft«;  BxMtailfslLrttres edifiakus,  J^.  iDuBaidi,  txL  u  pi ^jS,  ^fep' 

Q^a  thofugh 
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ne  old 
ftited. 


"the  mjtwj  of  Z\&xau  6.1. 

though  It  the  loTs  of  a  great  deal  of  its  beaiity  and  goodnefs. 
What  inclines  us  to  think  fa,  is  the  vifible  difference  tkre 
is  between  the  old  and  new  china  m  both  thofe  refpeds,  sMid  < 
the  great  value  which  the  Chinefe  themfelves  fet  upon,  the  fer* 
mer  above  the  latter ;   infomach  that  fome  of  them  have 
found  means  to  counterfeit  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  llf  i 
eafily  difcovered  by  any  but  a  connoifleur.    We  might  att< 
that  that  much  finer  fort  which  is  made  in  JaPan^  and  ^ 
which  we  (hall  fpeak  in  a  fubfeqocnt  chapter,  is,  by  thecoi| 
feffionof  the  very  Japanners^  affirmed  to  owe  its  excellcr"** 
not  fo  much  to  die  goodnefs  of  the  materials,   and  mam 
of  working,  as  to  the  length  of  the  procefs  in  preparing  d»" 
earth  for  the  work  ;  but  we  (hall  fay  the  lefs  of  that,  asi» 
are  in  fuch  a  fair  way  of  being  fupplied  with  that  beauiifi 
oommodity  much  nearer,  and,  in  time,  at  a  much  cheapi[ 
rat^.      '  '  ' 

The  laft  manufafture  worth  notice  is  that  of  their  varo3k 
or,  as  we  ftyle  it  in  Europe^  g^'ran,  or  japan-work,  which,  tiw 
it  be  vaftly  inferior  to  that  made  in  Japan,  is  yet  thought  n 
luable  enough  to  be  bought  at  a  great  prioe,  and  fent  abra|( 
in  great  quantities,  efpeciallyinto^ttro/^.     We  have  alrcaJ 
fpoken  of  the  liquor  or  gum  which  gives  it  that  beautifll 
luftre ;  as  well  as  of  the  poifonous  quality  of  its  efflu^ 
which  fo  fadly  afFeft  the  head  and  limbs  of  thofe  who  won 
at  it :  but  this  doth  not  hinder  its  keeping  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  hands  flill  employed  in  it,  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
empire,  though  not  with  equal  beauty  and  goodnefs  in  fodij 
The  finifi^  as  in  Others.     The  very  beft  of  all  is  made  at  Whey-chevi,  fi 
mjhere        the  province  of  Kyang-nan  ;  and  the  next  to  it  at  Nan-king^ 
made.         t^g  capital  of  that  province ;  in  both  which,  it  feems,  dtf 
workmen  have  a  better  art  in  laying  the  varniih  fmooth,  afli 
Whyworft  yfy^  a  beautiful  and  lafting  glofs.     But  the  place  where  the 
greateft  quantity  of  it  is  wrought,  though  neither  fo  beaanM 
or  ferviceable,  is  at  Kan-tony  where  the  Europeans  befpcak 
and  have  it  wrought  in  great  quantities,  and  according  to 
their  own  dire6tions  (O). 

Theke 


fheir*var' 


japan. 


at  kan 
ton. 


(O)  And  this  is  the  main 
caufe  of  its  bei^g  fp  inferior  to 
that  which  is  made  in  other ' 
places;  for  the  workmen  being' 
obliged  to  ftay  till  the  Europeans 
are  come,  in  order  to  receive 
thofe  diredions,  tiiey  can  nei- 
ther take  that  'due  time  in  lay. 
ixlg  their  'ground*  fo  thin  and 


fmooth,  nor  in  giving  them  time 
to  dry,  as  that  fort  of  work  rr- 
quires  :  for  the  beauty  and  laft- 
ingnefs  of  it  confift  chiefly  >» 
that  there  (hould  be  no  fewff 
than  nine  or  ten  fuch  groonds 
laid,  the  thinner  the  better,  iii^d 
.  at  leaft  the  fpace  of  th^  or 
four  days,  or  even  more  in  Hwnp 
iveatheri 
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Theue  are  two  forts  of  varnifti  ufcd  in  China^  the  one  fo  The  tranf- 
tranfparent  as  to  dilcover  all  the  beauties  of  the  wood  wvAtx^  parent 
neath ;  and  yet  fo  folid,  as  to  look  like  a  piece  of  glafs  laidy^'*'* 
orer  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  by  foaking  into  the  pores  of  it, 
preferveslt  from  corrupting.     This  fort,  however,  will  bear 
Riding,  or  bdng  painted  upon,  without  lofing  any  of  its 
ylofs ;  but  is  moftly  ufed  upon  fome  forts  of  curious  woods, 
which  are  fo  beautifully  veined  and  variegated,  that  it  tooks 
l&e  the  work  of  art.   We  have  very  little  of  this  fort  brought 
^to  Euroj^. 

The  other,  which  is  better  known  to  us,  is  laid  on  with  t[ht  mor$2 
^body  in  very  thin  grounds,  as  mentioned  under  the  laft  note,yj/jV, 
0A  that  commonly  on  a  kind  of  maftic,  or  pafleboard,  made 
if  of  paper,  flax,  lime,  and  fome  other  materials,  weil 
Ifeatcn  together,  and  glued  on  upon  the  wood,  and  with  a 
very  fmooth  furface ;  and  on  that  it  is  that  they  lay  firft  their 
isl,  and  then  their  varnifh,  which  is  moftly  of  the  black  kind, 
Ao'  they  may  make  it  of  other  colours,  and  then  paint  and 
|pld  it  in  the  manner  we  fee  it  in  .thofe  cabinets,  tables,  and 
jtttcr  trinkets,  that  come  over  to  us.  And  though  the  beft 
'^  that  fort,  which  is  made  in  Chinas  be  vaftly  inferior  in 
'Wnty,  colour,  and  hardnefs,  to  that  which  comes  from  Ja^ 
,jfe« ;  yet,  when  rightly  made,  it  will  pr^ferve  its  native  glofs 
md  luftre  a  confiderable  time,  e^tcept  fome  difafter  happens 
*tbit(P). 

We  (hall  conclude  this  article  of  their  trade  and  manufac-  Chipefe 
'fares  with  a  ihort  account  of  their  coin,  which  is  one  main  cgin^ 

wtather,  allowed  between  every  long  or  fo  fine,  were  their  materi- 

tme,  that  the  laft  may  be  thb-  ah  in  other  refpe£ts  equally  good» 

isagMy  dried  before  a  new  one  and  the  workmen  as  dexterous, 

is  laid  on.     Another  confidera-  here  as  at  any  other  place. 

tie  interval  of  time  is  likewife        (P)  It  is   obferved  that  the 

Dequitj^d  between  the  laft  layer  fpilHog  of  anj^  hot  liquor  upon 

;  and  the  poliftiinz,  painting,  and  that  fort  of  work  will  deaden 

gildipg;  all  which  would,  if  duly  its  luftre,  becaufe  it  will  make 

I  <>bfcrvcd,  require  a  whole^fum-  the  varnifh  grow  dull,  and  turn 

\  mw,  and  more :    but,  as  they  yellow.     The  means  of  reftor- 

t  Have  not  a  fufHcient  time'al-  ing  it  to   its   priftine    (hining 

'  towed  them  for  it,  they  content  black,  fays  a  Cbintfe  author,  is, 

!  themfelves  with  difpatching  it  to  expofeit  a  whole  night  to  a. 

at  any  rate,   fo   it   doth  but  white  frQft,or;i  which  is  ftillbet^ 

pleafe  the  purchafer's  eye.  And  ter,  to  hold  it  fom«  tim«  in  thQ 

nencc  it  is  that  they  neither  fun  (37).  « 

keep  their  glofs  nor  colour  fo 

( jO  ^«  ^^^9  '^^»  »•  t*  337*  ^  i*f»  . 

0^5  <f*« 


J 


14^  tb0  BJicfy^  QiiB^.  ?A 

ij&iiig  aaci  fupport  of  thera.    They  hiim  hvift  m  eiWftt' 

petals  in  all  China,  viz.  iUvcr  and  copper  i  go^  b^  ctti  Af 

(aojie  fpptiQg  there  as  prcaous  ftones  v^th  u&  j  ^  piuFchsyM^ 

lik$  other  valuable  merchaodiz^,.  accordutg  to- 1^  ^gbtafl^* 

^//v/;^  9ot  fittcnefs.     Silver,  though  i^fed  in  payiaf  iK»  is  eot  cefei^  til' 

f^'^^^i      ciitiatq  pi^es,  (m^er  or  larger,  as  ocgafioift  reqiHr^j^i 

M  cut,     ^g^^.  jjg  v^uc.is  rated  according  to  its  wd^  ^ipd  gQ^Mfcf^^i' 

nuekbed    ^^^  °^^       "^  ^  prince's  iniage.    This  ittak«$  it^  t^PVfWIitf 

'  'f  '  •    very  incqnv^nient  to  the  tr^d«5fa^,  wt^p  nwft  be  e^J^  Q^^ 

and  wpighii;g  itXQ^) ;  and,  which  is  ftillworfe,  l^&jfQ^lB 

on  the  toiichftonc,  h^auf^  it  is  ek^  bdow  ^  Km^) 

ilandard  \  in  which  caie»  a  proportion  bhiA  be  givea^  ^/ 

weight,  to  make  up  that  defeft.     NevertheWi^ -th«  ^ 

chufe  to  have  it  in  that  manacr  rather  th^n  coibsted,  as  otiv$%j 

bjgcaufe,  as  they  fay,  it  would  n^ake  ev^ry  pf oviae^  f^ 

with  clippers  and  coiners,  and  fprce  the  driers  to  \i:m 

>   recourfe  to  their  .fcales  and  touchftone.    Ai^  as,   ia  tbeirfi] 

fow^r  lofi    quent  cutting  It,  it  can  hardly  be  avoided  bitt  fen;i«  iiB^  pr^^ 

in  it,         tjcles  of  th^  metal  will  fell  oa  the  ground,  fo  lb«re  ar^  IW^^ 

.    bfjrs  of  popr  people  taken  up. with  gathering  9n4  wa^^inglbft 

d^rt  that  ^s  thrown  out  of  theJ^ops  into  the  ftree.ts,  itn^^ 

ccHnmonly  find  enough  am<Hig  it  to  fubfift  1^.    The  ooi;  w^ 

pediitious  way  they  have  to  pay  any  fi^m  i^  fd^Vtsr*  is,  toHoq^ 

t^y  them  a  variety  of  pUtes  <^  that  m^t^^  b^tg9>  eitji^  <ldXN 

'   ner  or  thicker,  according  to  the  prefent  exigence  (b^fittel<t 

iM^Qtsj  which  are  r^pv^  for  larger -fum^),  a»d  wlufih,  by  toft 

uft,  they , can  cut  to  a  w^ry  great  iiic<5ty,  ajad  feaipdiy  «?ie^  t 

grain  either  above  or  under  the  weight  they  defign  it  for.      ' 

p>pp.irthe      This  only  coin,  thercfojpe,  properly  fo  adled,  inufewjoi' 

^Ij  mn.    them,  or  which  they  have  had  fron  time  immoxiorial,  is^ 

*     copper,  and  of  a  very  iacoafiderable  value,  on  aoecHiftt  rf  ^ 

coarfe^efs,  as  well  as  fiaallnefs^  it  fwMrcciy  amoiuitvig  to  4^ 

(Q^)   Th,e  fcalcs,  or  rather  theyniayn;i^ceaiUy  vcijt1ld{l{ 

ffilliarH^,    wi^th     which     they  picceji.     Iliefe  kind   ojF  P* 

^cigh  their  fdvcr  or,  gold,  a^d  liards  ar^  fo  excceding\)r  cx«ft 

which  they   comm9n]y    carry  for  weighing  any  m<!^ey)  or 

about  th^m  ici  a  neat  japan  cafe,  fixiall  pieces  df  ifiiver,  tjiat  ^ob\ 

foofift.of  a  little  rdund  plate,  fi(ceei;i,  or  even  twen^  crown8| 

an  ebpny  or  ivory  beam,  an<i  \  down  to  th^  twelfth  parto/j 

Yfcight.     Thf  beam,  which  is  pcny,  ai^d  lefs,  ijiay  |?e  wci|;W 

divided   into  minute  parts  on  in  them  WitE  fo  great  a  IM^» 

three  fides,  is  fufpended  by  fine  that  the  loopth  part  ef  a^^ 

^ilken  firings  at  one  of  the  ends;  ip^iB  turiji  |^e  fcafe  (38). 
^n  thr^c   different  poinds,  that  *  . 
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tiutd  ppct  o£  <?ioe  o£  our  fartbipgs.    It  is  of.  a  round  %mie, 

wtdi,i$»K^i^/{^  9biap^£berspQ,each  fide,  and.  a  fquarehole  in 

the.  n^<M^  tiii:Wgh  wjiiich  tjhey  may  bf  ftrung  to  any  uiim-^ 

her«  bat  cpipidq^S  ap  bi^ndr^oi:  a^t^ioufand  in  one  ^ng  ; 

wJiidl  yjk  if  ^uiv^I^t  to,  a  (jhinefe  crown/  and  fonjewhat 

ahorfi.OQe.df  burk ;.  and  ip  this  1^  every  Ifundred  is  divided 

ty  a  fljrki^  vybickbaijgjs  at  th^  lait  pi^e,  fpr  the  greater  dif- 

P^fich.  o£  toUis^  tbpm.     They  l^ave,  it  feems,  no  other  name 

foe  what  vcft  <;aH  n^Pfli^yf  tfoa  the  old  png  of  7J5^^,  which 

pcoperljL  figoiJSe^  tkff  Vfap/r^  ^4  fo^fit^ifi  that  runs  without 

'  o^'^g*  by/wW^h  t^y  esj^^Ued  the  cpntiqual  circulation  of 

it  if^  one  Iwid  ^p.auod^e?*  whicl^  ^9^^  they  fUll  retain 

iDSh  idTp^dt   t».  t|Qt;ix  qjS^^,  caUij«  the  on|?  "roHg^tfyen^  or 

cpppep-xnpaey  (R),  ancj  fyztfy^^f  or  fiIv^,-money;^  \vhich  kft^ 

QSUP&  thfiTjr  g^ve  ai^  ^^jtm  2!^q  tp  the  piaflres,  Fr^r^  and| 

&^4/S.crQ*xu5,  nijhifih  a^^  pretty  cuixj^ntandcoiumon  13  thai 

«  ^'£Nxi^^€9^if^«  ap»  Pu  BaMc,  v^  i.  p.  3:^.0,  &  %j. 


CR>  TW^  ^9uu  %c9i>fide5a|^e 

1^  It  iSp  ^^  ^Ql;  ilai^pQd»  but  ^p- 

^..9j^  0).ou.|^  formerly  coin9d 

£  t^b^andj-Vweaty  'places  of  the 

empire/  was^nevtrthelcfs'  for- 

eij   fihce,  by  an   imperial 

to  be  daH  knyrwherb  bi& 

at  die  court;  ib  tteit  none  of 

tk^  petty-  kings  uudei  thgj.iPQ^- 

V*  <ter0.  mm^  i^.    Th^ir 

*«l  makg  i^  ^wi  cawt4  to 

omtyfeit  ^t;  tjbough  father 

JJ^MpiecoJ^s  flys^  tha^  fome  of 

6<5r  niphar^hs  Have  tohtented 

mimfejVe^  with  puniljiing  Ttrch 

o«?n<fiffrwrtli  tire  lofs  of  ihcif 

lan^  or  wltft^aiiifiiment  (§9)^' 

The  Cbinefe  have,  however, 

had,  in  the  antient  times,    a 

great  variety  of  coins  of  gold 

and  filver,  and  in  a  great  variety 

•f  forms,  all  which   are  now 

only  to  be  feen  in  the  cabinets, 

of  the  curious,  and  more  parti-' 

cnlarly  in  that  of  the  late  empe- 

^  ^^%  ^^^  caufed  a  no- 


bl^.  colkaion  to  be  made  of  all, 
t nat  Vdul^  Be  fo und  of  that* 
kind  in  the  empire,  and  to  bb 
depofited  there  amoi^gliis  other 
farlties.  Tbe  reader  isn^y  fee  the 
•  moft  curious  and  Vemarkable  in: 
the  plate  giv^n  us  by  DuJiakk^ 
as  they  yrerp  taken  by  Eath«:, 
D]Entreco)lei  ou(j  of  the  impe- 
rial cdle^iotk  above -nenclon'. 
ecfC^d),     "'    , 

Befides  thofe  pf  gold,  filver, 
and  copper,  they  have  had  fomef 
ofbafi^r  ipetals  current  in  CJ/WiI^ 
to  fay  nothing  of  others  of  da/ 
ftamped  with  Tome  names  ^ 
charadb-s^*  and  baked,  ihelisi 
ftamped  paper,  {gc. ;  and  Wbal 
is  moil  obfervable  is,  that  nono 
of  them  were  ever  ftamped  with 
the  head  of  the  prince ;  it  being 
deemed  there  an  indignity  to 
the  imperial  majefty,  to  have  hisi 
image  pafs  thro'  the  hands  of 
tradefmen,  deale^s>  and  thQ 
dregs  bf  the  people. 


Chinefe        In  order  to  have  fome  podon  of  the  CMnefe  mofney,  whedier 

weighti.    antient  or  modem,  it  muft  tic  obfcrved,  that  thdr  pound)  or 

Toundi       Lyangy  weighs  fixteen  ounces,  but  is  divided  into  only  ten 

how  M'     parts,  called  Tfyen,  this  into  ten  Fweny  which  are  equivalait 

'^Man4  tQ  ttn  French  {o\s,  or  about  fcven-pence.£ff^^;  the  Bmm 

'^J        into  ten  Ft  of  filver.     The  beam  of  the  Chinefe  fcale  carries 

^  thefe  divifions  no  farther;  and  yet,  with  refpeft  to  gold  or 

filver  of  a  confiderable  weight,  the  divifion  is  more  minute, 

^nd  almoft  extends  ta  imperceptible  parts ;  for  which  reafci 

;t  is  fq^c^'poffible  to  convey  k  juft  idea  of  them  in  our  laa- 

gu'age.    They  divide  the  Li  into  ten  Wha^  the  Wha  into  tea 

Se,  the  Se  into  ten  At,  the  F4  into  tenG^m,  which  laft  %a«' 

lies  a  grsun  of  duft ;  this  again  into  ten  Tay^  &e  Tay  viko  tm 

Myau^  the  Myau  into  t^  Ma^  the  Mi  iuto  ten  Tfyun^  «iii^ 

the  Xjyun  into  tea4»»t    But  even  when  one  underftaiKisidt 

the&  divifions,  it  will  be  ftill  impoi&ble  to  aicertain  the  vatnil 

of  the  antient  coins,  though  the  wdght  ismarked  upcm  thea^ 

yet  fome  of  them  palled  for  much  more  than  their  intrinfio 

value  came  to.  There  were  times  in  wbidi  the  {cardtfof-fpedci 

Cjbliged  their  monarchs  to  raife  the  value  of  the  fmall  copper 

piep^  fo  exceffively  high,  that  one  of  them  wi^  worth  ten  of  the 

wne  f^t  current  in  ^mq:  times,  which  hathi  occ^ioned  venK 

great  tumults  among  t^e  people ;  becaufe  the  m^xhants  raifef 

the  price  of  their  goods  in  proportion.    This  fcarcity  of*  cop-, 

per  coin  (which  was  occ&fiooed  ticher  by  fome  violent  im^. 

tion  of  foreigners,  who  came  and  loaded  th^  barks  with  %, 

txA  carried  it  away,   or  through  the  camioufnefs  of  tba 

people,  who  buried  it  in  ^e  of  war,  and  di^,  perhaps, 

without  difcovering  where  U  lay  hid),  hath  be^  fo  terribly 

f(^t,  that,  at  one  time,  an  emperor  hath  caufed  ne^  1400 

temples  of  Fq  to  be  d^molifii^,  and  all  th^  images  and  cppt 

Er  work  19  b«caft  into  coin  j  and,  at  other  times,  the  people 
ve  been  expc^y  forbid  the  ufe  of  any  veflels,  or  other 
y  tenfils,  of  copper,  and  obliged  them  to  deUver  up  thoie  they 
had  to  the  m'mt.  And  thus  much  fl^ll  fu|Sc^  for  the^  coiai 
|nd  ^omsa^ce^ 


i 


%%Z% 
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3  E  C  T.    VI. 

0/  the  CbaraSer^  Genius^  ManmrSy  Cuficms^  Mar* 
riagesy  Butialiy  Fiofis^  'and  Ftfiwalsy  of  the  Chi- 
nefe ;  mtb  an  Account  of  tbff  natural  and  artificial 
Rarities  of  that  Country. 

WE  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  fticw,  how  lAuch  the  C^tf^tf5«r 
Chinefe  nation  valued  itfelf,  above  all  others,  not  only  ^/^^^ 
:ffi  point  of  antiquity,;  hut  likewife  of  wifdbm,  learning,  po^  Chincfc. 
Btencfs,  and  other  valuable  qftalities,  in  comparifon  of  whom, 
ilhey  look  upon  the-reft  of  mankind  as  fo  many  rude  favages, 
itonfters,  or,  at  beft,  as  creatures  in  human  fhape,  but  either^ 
ijpite  deffitute,  or,  at  beft,  endowed  with  a  very  little  fhare, 
.m  reafon ;  on  which  account,  they  made  it  a  very  conftant 
:|psaxim  among  them,  never  to  entertain  any  commerce  'with  High  con* 
.piretgners^  hut  jufi  as  much  as  Jhould  be  thought  necejfary  to  ^«V  of 
procure  their  homage  dndferv(ce.     This  was  the.  high  notion  ^^^'^^''* 
;  Acy  had  of  themfdves,  and  \irere  brought  up  in-  *  ;  which  was 

tSl  farther  confirmed^  by  the  Angular  deference  which  the 
^artarSj  PerJianSj  Indians,  and  other  neighbouring  nations, 
:^d  to  thein,  in  point  of  wifdom  and  karning ;  infomuchj 
!.lhat  when  Xaverius  came  to  preach  Chriftiariity  among  the 
;  Japane/ej  a  people  not  inferior  to  them  in  fenfe  and  polite- 
r,  »ds,  their  objcftion  againft  it  was,  that  fo  wife  a  nation  as 
;;*  Ac  Chinefe  had  not  embraced  it. 

?*  •  But,  abating  this  overgrown  conceit  of  themfelves,  oiTbe  da- 
f  which  they  were  foon  cured^  after  they  became  more  con- ''^^^y 

fcrfant  with  the  European},  h  muft  be  owned,  that  they  vfttt^^if^^^J^ 
:'  once  endowed  with  many  fhining  qualities,  though  they  have  ^""*^^* 
i  fc  far  degenerated  from  them  of  late ;  that  they  muft  have 
i  b*n  a  wife,  prudent,,  and  politic  nation ;  that  they  had  true 
j  and  juft  ideas  of  government ;  that  their  fundamental  laws 
I  were  excellently  well  calculated  for  the  public  good ;  and  that 
\  the  people  were  no  lefs  endowed  with  a  fincere  regard  for,  •  ^ 

i'  and  a  natural  difpofition  to  obferve,  them.  And  hence  it 
I  was,  that,  whatever  ftrange  revolutions  have  happened  among 
[.  them,  during  fuch  a  feries  of  ages  which  then-  monarchy  halh 
I  (xmtitfued,  they  commonly  proved  of  fliort  duration ;  and, 
I  as  foon  as  they  came  to  be  ever  fo  little  at  their  own  difpdfal, 
I  they  returned  to  their  own  form  of  government,  again :  and 
poe  may  fee,  to  this  very  day,  in  fpite  of  all  the  changes, 
• '  forrupdoo>  and  degeneracy,  which  hath  been  introduced  iinc^ 

^        |$tc^f9f?,».^.(P).^feqi, 

their 


I 
I  / 


2^  ^Si/hr^^(^mi:  %]k,^ 

that  laft  conqneft,  fome  plain  footfteps  of  tbdr  priftine  vir- 
_  tue,  and  veneration  fontheir  aqtiay  If^s^and  form  of  govern* 
ment.  And  though  the  far  greater  part  of  them  do  nowrcoih 
tent  themfehres^  wkh  tlie.bar&ougvard:  ihev^o£  probity,  pi^, 
fpWt,  j»ftic^>  gpavgftty  \  ^cv  y^t  op?  <?mo^  fi?r^  qqp. 
4»*ftft  ^^  thcfe,  w.^  a,  tin*^  wb^a-  t^ofe  nqhhi  (ff^ 
were  the  diJftinguifliing  charaftci:  oC  thi;  CiJ</i^,na|tiQii.v  ^ 
that  thofe  princes  and  great  men,  who  eoaAeq  fucn  excelleBl 
1%M^,  k^  behind  tfa^  fuoh  wife  ma^iijgas  of  goiserauQ^Qt^  a|^ 
esiiQuraged  fiich  ^  9<^>le  (yAem  oC  ^)pi;a|i|^^  bpth  b;  thdr 
p^pta  and  ex^aipple,.  wer^  eveq^  Mrs^y;  qiialified  U)  ^pj^one^ 
fVKKl^tUb)(fi)bje(^..  f 

OftU  T«i»  (Tift^^W-e^na^iuaUy  mgo^Pji^t  li^,  ap^  iodolfe 

/^*^  QIW>  ftnct:  <hofe  of  the  lower  rank  labor^us  to  ^cci^.  '{1Mb' 
Chinefe.  j^y^  ^q  j^^t  grt^us  for  fpecijlativ?  io^n^es^  as  w;^  fev?  jsy 
iftf dy  obieryed.  b^t  a  furpriiing  one.  far  aJboj^O  %11  foi;t%  9I  i^ 
fsKlor  09^»  s^  vrell  as  for  mechapips,  either  fpr  1^  <^  4%' 
i^Qn.  They  are  ^lyck  and  wit^^  but  ^^  ^  gravi^Qf.Mfill 
it:;  outwardly  afifabl^  and  civil  to,  b.Ut  j^ijous  aii4  Q^^^^lliH^ 
ofc  ftrsyoger^,  efpedaUyfuchs^  ^Wfrfep^<>ifc^wwg  »I» 
lAl^  their  m^nufa^bures,  ibpoe  of  v(hp]p.  i;h^y  ^vc^  o^'tt 
fpruple  to  poifoii,  i^pp^  the  bare  fufpidop  <^  it ;  but,  w^ 
qojty  ti:a£^k  and  gaii|  are  in  yiew,  th^y  ^re  fs^^eedinglgr  ^^nfott 
i^  to  obferve  the  t;e;npers  a^  ia^l^tipos  ojE  their  cbapm^' 
aed  keep,  vp  th<?  fi^eft  corJoeipoudeQce  with  thei^  in  9i4j^ 
ta  ftYer-re^h  tbewL :  fo  that  whether  a  ftr^er  V^As  to^i 
own  judgment,  or  to  the  pi:p^ity  cf  ^1^  CUn^  4^^  * 
QQdpjioy3  a  Chi^efn  fi^r^^  he  is»  four  (dbe;  ippft  part,  in  d^Rpc; 
of  bci^  ^h$ate4  and,  laughed  ^t,  unk&  h^  be  ^cq^^ 
<^efnl  y(rho  he  ^als  wuh ;  for  there  a^e  (Ull  «)^y  u4tffl9)l 
49lQ(ig  diem,  Qot  only  of  boneft  and  i^  d^^,  9nd  qpA 
^d  generous  i:tfage,  but  ^v^  of  fidelity,  incapaltlp  9^  W^m 
iscwruptod.  They  ar^  ex^c^ediQgly  ^pt  ^  refent  ^rpn^  ^ 
^urie^,  though  they  dp  not,  ^s  we  do,  re^a%t«  tbi^  ^ 
iuel?,  fighti^fo  <fr  o^er  public  hoftilities,  h^t;  v^iH  rathff 
(eem  pgtient  ujider  ^i^pax^  cyen  tip  ij^fenftbiUty,  tijil  thejhaw 
a.  feypurabje  oppcytwiity  oi  i^cfelging  their  rgypRg^  tp,^9 
^uchgi'  ^igbeft  d€gr^.  Bp^  nobfe^  an4  attl^^s  %re  e3|U|5t^I'©«<a^ 
v/»  /d  |o  gaming,  and  will  fpend  yifhole  days  or  we^k?  %t  \% ;  and  thf 
|fl»/»jgt,     ^j.^^  ^-g  j^^^  ^^  f^jj^  j^j.  j^^  ^j^j  ft>Rietimes  aU  ihf?W 

vim^t  ^ven  to  their  wives  ^d  ghUdfen,  ^hen  $h|5y'aept  vpth 

g  b^d  run  of  fortune  ^  (A).  ft 

^  See  before,  p.  154.  &  ^q.         ^  JDn&hts,  videMAC^AitL^Hk 

i,£  COUBTB,  MAaTUI,  hx^VHOJF^  Dx!^AIJ2g,   l^  aL 

(A)  All  forts  of  earning  are    and  even  that  of  chefs,  though 
forbidden  by  the  Emne/eHm\  « ib  m^cn'adlm^red  by  the  whole 

MOT* 


^c^  d^  {»]^»9r  ^p^^  bMI  lif^ni,  liiHnc^,  gKiL(  QC^o«8 ; 

{^  99  di^if  9«4«»^  &AmK.  9hm  burik-^»][^  nwddiogiii  Sumpmm^ 
i«ih«fp)!i;94A^tec&9&t^  fumnre^  wd*  the  naiiMt; 


top  n^ock.  Q.f  (bat  cixxMi  ^Qn 
OBjprh^  to  be  l>qtt^r  e;njployed  j;^ 
aHn4  yet  they  arc  ft)  very  foi;id 
both  of  that  and  many  o^K^rs 
wkick  are  in  vogue  amonj'themf 
tktthey  wiU  ev^nvanture  tlidr 
whole  eftate  apon  the  chance  of  . 

qv^  Qr  €^  of  s(  dif).  ysoo 
tMai  ^c^ott^t,  as  well  f^  th^  fear 
tf  Ae  laws,  tbcY  u^  vety  car*-' 
<ol  ta  indulge  this  ipa^ffipn  wicl| 
|s  ipuch  privacy  as  ppflible ; 
M«^  thcjr  might  eafily  be  p^- 
vmted  fFOffi  k;  if  the  manda- 
#•  aad  nagUbatc^  wHb  aie 
^^j  guil^  «f  it,  did  &QC 
fii^  ^^  ^4a  ^^  i:ofeno»  {4?). 
4^4  feis  not  MApr^^,  l^«j^ 
ttcfe  being  fo  of&n  hurt  b]^  it, 
i)  one  main  caufe  of  their  bemjg 
iq  pi^^n  to  dieating  ^  ail  their 
mercantile  Palings. 

(B)  All  thefe  kinds  of  fefti- 
v^s  a^Q  copin^onlv  ^ccompa- 
?Jcd  not  only  wjtn  variety  of 
ptitc  and  dancing,  Aich  as  it 
%  bnt  with  tuidblefs,  rope^* 
i^ncers,  jugglers,  pollnre*  ma- 
kers, and  other  fqch  divof 4cinf , 
yUch  are  there  exhibited,  by  a 
fiarcel  of  ftrgller^  hjred  for  that 
{Orpofe,  and  ar^  /br]^rifin||;}y 
dexterous  ait  their  refpedtive 
^.  Thoii^  of  the  middle  fort 


mVi  ^  %»»  ftmi  ff^fm,  or 
iffmm  p(?riQ<iwiW5k  ^  tht 
left ;.  ;»nd  t^oiis  c/  n«ik,  %  i^Cr 

S,ukr  play.,  ^^  41  its  proper, 
ecoratipn^,  interli^des  prmufijc, 
d^ncing^,  ^r.  j  th,i?re  b.eing  al- 
moft  every-whcrc  a  Efficient 
mimjbor  of  thof^  ftpollers  to  be 
found,  who  are  ready  to  ad  aay 
l^ay  vkiich  tho  «odip«iiy  iiiaU 

'^Iviite  pi^yei^  are  %  kuM)  of 
va^&Qiid9»  tlvax  v{?Adec  ftoisi 
place  t9  pl^ccj.  wh<?r^  they  a^^ 
moft  likely  to  be  hired  y  and  are 
always  pa^  by  the  mailerof 
the  faaft,  amone  thofe  of  the 
lusher  faak ;  but  among  thoTe  ' 
or  th^  lower  dafs,  by  tbo  vo« 
luntary  coAtcibation'^of  th« 
g^f(^.  Thoj  Q09«iQ4^  goJik 
companies,  of  botl^  f<^^  a^ 
have  a  kind  of  head  over  them» 
f^Ko  ^ithgr  kee|9  th^«  if^  piiy, 
or  difliibi)tes  tKeir  h^e  ai^o^ 
them,  according  to  the  parts 
they  a£t.  Theie  men,  in  tbeir 
rambles,  make  it  their  builnefs 
to  b^y  (and  often  to  fteal)  alt 
dve  ha^dfooie  girl«  they  c^n  get 
frpn^  tbe  poor  people,'  whom 
they  afterwards  either  dtbauc]\ 
theinfelve^  or  proftitute  for 
foz^e  fmaH  fum,  in  or^er  tci 
h^ard^n  and  fit  thein  for  tl\eij^' 
buflncfs  (43ji. 


^a)  Uanfiii^  If  O0^/#,  Z)^  0^^^  &  §1^ 


f^r^ntljr 
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ferendy  drefled,  fddom  fails  of  being  one,  whatever  plenty. , 
of  other  flelh,  vcnifon,,fifti,  fowl,  ifc,  there  be  befides,  Ti^ 
Sohriety  at  even  in  thefe  feafts,  tl^ey  zStft  a  more  than  common  gravi^. 
fhm        and  filence,  and  Mtdll  drink  but  fparingly  of  wine,  and  odner 
ftrong  liauors,  even  when  the  cups  are  put  brifldy  round  by  ^  | 
mailer  or  the  feaft,  but  will  only  take  a  (mail  quantity  at  \ 
bottom  of  the  cup,  as  if  they  feared  being  overtaken  vdth, 
betrayed  into,  fome  indecorum  by  it :  but  they  are  foon  i 
lieved  from  their  gravity  and  fears,  by  the  diverfions  ab 
mentioned,  which  cosmionly  fucceed  the  third  or  foortf] 
round. 
Way  of         Thst  neither  ufe  fpoons,  knives,  nor  forks,  at  their  tab 
taMg,       but  evfery  gueft  com(5s  furniftied  with  two  fmall  and  long! 
or  ebony  flicks,  with  which  they  help  themfcives,  'with^ 
.  derful  nicety  and  eafe,  to  every  thing  that  is  fet  before  i 
without  touching  it  with  their  hands :  and  this  makes  napl§ 
to  be  likewife  needlefs  at  their  tables,  every  dilh  of  me; 
fUh,  ifc.  b^ing  commonly  cut  into  fmall  bits,  before  it  i 
fcrved  *, 
'  Ifiwj  Thb  public  or  national  feftivals  are  various,  and  i 

year*s  qbferved  all  over  the  empire ;  j^articulariy,  the  two  firft  < 
feftivaU  of  the  year,  which  arc  celebrated  with  feafling,  mu 
dancing,  playing,  comedies,  and  other  diverfions,  and  i? 
fending  or  prdT^nts  to  their  friends  and  patrons.  This  foI< 
time,  wbicn,  among  the  great  ones,  1^  from  Ac  end  ( 
the  twelfth  moon  of  thelaft  to  about  the  twentieth  ofj' 
tfirfl:  moon  of  the  new  year,  is  properly  thejr  vacation ;  da 
which,  all  bufmefs  ceafes,  all  the  tribunals  are  (hut  t)p,  the } 
fufpended  throughout  thcJ  whole  empire,  and  the  generaBtj^ I 
of  the  people  fpend  thdr  time  in  rejoicing,  ^d  all  fo^:ts  or! 
diverfions  (C), 


<*  De  his,  v;deMAGAiLLAN,  Le  Compte,  Martii^i,  J^i*^'' 
HOFF,,Du  Halpe,  &  al. 


(C)  This  figfftivity,  or  vaca- 
tion, which  laUsi  aboat  three 
weeks  (44),  9r  a  mpnth  (45), 
is  ilyled,  bv  th^  CJpinefiy  the 
putting  up  ofthejeah  i  bec^ufe, 
at  the  Degirmlnig  pf  it,  thqy  do, 
with  great  ceremony ^  fliut  up 
tj[ie  little  coffers  wherein  tl>e 
feals  of  each  tribunal  arc  kept, 
^ut  the  greatefl:  rejoi^cing  is  on 


thelall  days. of  the  old  y^i  \ 
when  they  take  their  leave  of  ; 
it,  with  great  folemnity ;  ^ 
the  inferior  mandarins  pay  tkir 
homage  to  their  fuperior,  tb£ 
qjiildrcn  to  their  parents,  fa- 
vants  to  their  mailers  ;  and  every 
^family  concludes  the  day  witi 
\  fumptuous  fupper« 


(44)   Clitiefe  Amhaffy^  (*1^*  vidf  $f  ^m*  Ki^  ^»  c«nd»  (kid.  f'^°* 


^45)  Kao^  uiiJufixA, 


m 


J 
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But  the  moft  fokmn  and  pompouspatt  of  this  felUvity,  7batofty 
begins  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  fame  firft  moon,  and  is,  by  Umtborns. 
the  Chinefe^  ftyled  xhtfeqft  ofthelanthorm.  It  is  commonly 
ufheitd  id  at  conrt,  and  the  capital  of  Pe^king^  pretty  late  on 
the  preceding^ night,  by  the  ringing  of  a  vaft  large  bell ;  the 
f£xfi  found  c?" which  is  no  fooner  heard,  thah  it  is  accom- 
[psmied  by  whole  vollies  of  cannon,  firom  the  palace  and  city  ./ 

[Hmparts,    the  beating  of  large  kettle-drums,   the  found  of 
[trumpets,   and  a  great  variety  of  other  inftruments.    The 
[iame  notice  is  given  in  all  other  parts  of  the  empire,  efpe- 
dally  the  great  cities,  about  the  fame  time,  and  much  in  the      ; 
ij^e  way,  the  cannon  excepted.    Immediately  upon  i^ich,  Fire- 
pwy  every-where  kindle  fuch  vaft  numbers  of  fires,  hang  up  wcrA^^and 
pdi  infinite  numbers  of  lanthoms,  and  play  off  fuch  variety  other  tllu- 
"  fire^works,  fome  reprefenting  caftles,  towers, ,  flups,  dra-  «^»«''^**» 
s,  elephants,  horfes,  fifhes,  s^nd  other  creatures,  that  the 
Die  atmofphere  feems  to  be  in  a  flame.   •  They  have  like- 
irife  a  very  dexterous  way  of  intermixing  their  lanthorns  with 
^ofc  fire-works,  fo  as  to  reprefent  horfes,  and  other  anftnals, 
^  full  career,  birds  flying,  fhips  failing,  armies  fighting, 
;|rince$  marching  with  their  whole  retinue,  and  a  great  variety 
"  T  oth^  fuch  furprifing  fcehes ;  whilft  the  ears  of  the  (pcfta- 
are  entertained  with  the  bcft  mufic  thdr  country  affords, 
[  with  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people ;  all  which  are 
^wered  by  the  trumpets,  bells,  and  other  inftruments,  of 
,  ^ery  temple  and  monafiery. 

)  .  Mr.  IJhrandz  Ides^  who  was  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  feafl:$  *i  Vaft  re-- 
f6ys,  that  the  noife  at  Pe-king^  which  continued  the  fame  xiXLjoicingt^ 
I  die  next  day  at  noon,  was  as  great  as  if  an  army  of  100,000 
>  men  had  j^een  dl  that  time  in  a  clofe  ahd  fierce  engagement* 
I  And  Father  Le  ComptCy  who  was  likewife  an  eye-witnefs  oi 
*  this  graftd  folemnity,  at  the  time  he  was  there,  fays,  that  the 
\  number  of  lanthorns,  commonly  lighted  at  thefe  illuminations,  aninum- 
;  through  the  whole  empire,  was  computed  to  amount  to  zxberof 
'  leaft  200,000,000.    Durinff  the  feftival,  the  fhops  are  clofely  lantberns* 
i  fliut  up  ^  all  bufinefs  is  fulpended ;  the  ftreets  crouded  with  Streets 
I  proccffions  of  numberlefs  idols,  carried  about  in  great  pomp,  croude^. 
the  monks  and  priefls  attending  them,  with  their  cehfersy 
fongs,  and  mufical  inftruments  ;   the  vej-y  women,  of  all 
fanks,   who  at  other  times  are  not  fuffered  to  appear  in 
public,  are  then  permitted  to  ride  through  the  ftreets  of  Pe» 
king ;  thofe  of  common  rank  upon  afles,  adorned  with  ribands 
and  other  trinkets ;  and  thofe  of  quality  in  their  two-wheeled 
^haifes,  covered  on. every  fide  but  the  front,  and  either  fiag- 

*  AxDbt£y  U>  China,  part.  i.  ch.  15.  p.  76. 

ing. 


^^ 


ri»^«7^ato. 


thi  Ian 
thorns. 


ia|(»  br  ^t)f  toschuig  ^bme  muficdl  ]|iftti|MQRt»  mi 
Aioddtqg  a  |iipe»  raiid  ntltoded  wUh  a  muA^acmiL  T 
*beliifti  tkefti»  and  .pkjvig  Jikerab  to  Kbiae  ^ufieall 
Itichmfs  oftaatat.  Sometif  thc&brfdiioraB  «i«  fe  waAfy  rtch  aadi 
fbly  fbftt  ^e|>riceof  diemttDumnts  to  i^^  or^s^noot 
<iid  even  •bqjroitd ;  imd  aac  a  honfe  btrt  hath  >fdine  i 
tbeln^  the  beft  thoy  can  <afford,  femiiog,  both  befoiff*^ 
whhin  it  (D).  >In^%Vopdy  the  6*Am^  mre  fo  amlntia 
»ihkking  the  ttcAfn^gmficdnt  <figtire  cm  tUsfeflhal,  iial| 
w)H  retrench  4ibm  their  comiiion  ^pdoces  -the  yter  : 
lOiat  they  miy  -do  4isNftkethL9g  <etetraordioary  at  tUs 
4baidng/ihe]BikfiprieMdiig,  ilfffiailovliie^Mvt&iadlii 
tra(V9gAncies  of  e  V^etMian  tiami^al'^.  Mt  mAoBX  die  < 
all  this.jcy^,  or  ^tlife.dii^'^ 'ibis  grand -foAaval  is^  tfaof^ 
db  not  ctire  "to  tcM  u&»  ^.probably  'know  ncfthhig  of  ki 
.fishes (£).    WeihaU,  Jiowever,  tb  theifei^ual  of  lids^' 


«^0e  his, ir)de  >&  'NlMttiNty  Navaaetta,  LIi iCo> 
THwL'ok,  &  sd.  -Tup.  <:^cstt 


CB)  Thefe  lanttorns  arc 
ado/neH  with  beautiiful-carviog, 
cilHih'gj  and  japanning,  and 
ka^re  abotit  fix  dr  eight  f^e^ 
•bf  'thih  blnfe  HiHc,  itiadfe^tiiEnf- 
parent  by  a  fine  varnifhy  and 
^lue^  iwifh  rfigioiA  0^  ^tweis, 
!m0n,  >hotffes,  bti^  ^c.  'To 
^IfuUy^difpored,  as^^^re^eiiw, 
•  as  it  were,  life,  fr^m  the;)g'eat 
nnmbdr  'of  J  amps*  or  ^dle&y 
burnii)g  wit)iin  them.  .'Others 
are  made  df  ^blue  tranrpareiit 
hottij/^hrough  which  ajl&ifben 
(liiidry  kinds  dftrtatares,  jiairit- 
edtb'^]ie  life,  and  feemingto 
mtfv^,  chroagh  the  "imotioti  of 
^e  ^ftame  within,  and  n^e- 
Tehtii^ga  variety  of  fcenes^to 
entertain  the  -fpedlators.  The 
common  forts  ofthem  are  about 
four  or  five  feet- high,  and  have 
their  tops  adorned  with  curious 
ftreamers,  waving  in  the  wind ; 
but  thdfe  of  the  nobleftfort  are 
^ve  twenty  feet  in  *diametdr,- 


and  iUuimaated  with  1.^,^ 
wax-rtancUe^,;the£des^| 
repreientto  the  eyeva 
tvires  :<)f  Ihfeh  and  ^m 
ttiSfeittlt  'ch^i^aers,  'or  i 
biting  fblhe  -^^eatrkai  \ 

able  to  their  f  a(»t5. 
mowed  kjff  *wire&,   hjr  J 
plaebd   Underneath, 
pii^pets,  oiy  -accordiig  t^ 
.  of  their  own  authors,  are  I 
by  living  perfons  (45).    . 
have    likewife  1>oiiwes;/ 
other  firetworks,  in  m 
parts  df  the  cities,  ^xrfmA 
Yillaglesj  ^and  the  •Wid^e  1^ 
feems  tO'ran:mad  with  \ 
they  know-not  what, 
next  note. 

(E)  Whether  they  are  r 
ignorant  of  the  occafio&d 
feftival,  or  defignedly  cc  , 
it  from  ftrangers,  it  "  <^*!Sji 
nonc'of  our  authors,  who'W*'; 
fpokea  of  it,  nor  cV«ft  8*>  * 


.{^^y^a^,?tAi^r^; 


CUstfi 


the  origin,  and  extnkOtdfafai^  rejokings,  df  that 'filmed 
iM  %lik*h,  we  hbpc,  ivhcn  weighed  with  other  eoiicur- 
'drdittiAaiic^y  'ibaty,  though  neW,  aj^pear  to  give  a  laore 
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^\iafJve,  have  feiyen'aity 
xdo<y  account  of  it.  Some 
it  was  inftituted  in  nie- 
•  Of  one  of  tilcir  monarchs, 
fhaid'caufed  a  inae;nificent 
to  he  buih.  Which  he 
inated  with  a  prodigious 
Ubercif  thefe  lanthOrns,  that 
'dl^y  Might  notice  diftSn- 
8tf  from  the  nfj^ht.  Others, 
fit  #as  in  rem^mbfance  of 
jTcau  mandarin,  whofe  fa- 
rite  daughter  drowned  her- 
and  that  he  having  go- 
med  them  with  uncommon 
nanity,  the  country,  in  gra- 
de.  Hocked  to  him   with 
iithorns,  to  help  him  to  iind 
t)<t,   rtrbogh  without  fuc- 
!fs ;  in  memory  of  Which,  th<?y 
Mtuted  this  ceremony,  which, 
'time,  ^read  itfelf  tlirou^ 
\  whole  emnife. 
[Laftly,  as  tneir  records  men- 
,that  the  fimprefs  Ta-kya^ 
?  of  the  Bmperor  Chen»  (both 
TtEem  of  a  tyrannic 'difpofi- 
K>d),  had,  either  through  fear 
t\  fcUeMioas  attempt,  or  for 
j^e  other  motive,  acdaftdmed 
rfelf  to  have  the  Imperial 
dace  ilhiminated'  withu  pro- 
giouff  nuinber  of  candles,,  ^to 
hpply  the'abfence  of  the  fun, 
to  prevent  any  furprize  by 
dght,  fome  infer  from  thence 
t  this  feftival  was  inftituted, 
r  the  people,  after  her  death, 
( memory  of  their  deliverance 
ithatrruel  tyranfiy.     ^ 
;  ■  *Uut,  as  none  of  thefe  ckrfy 
li^tblerible  probability,  may 
we  not  rather  think,  that  the 

X^)  Bu  ftsUef   vol  \'p.  29*. 


Origin  of  its  inftitntion  is  tasQUtt 
forgot,  or,  which  is  more  pro- 
bable, is  conceal'd  from  ibai^ers 
out  of  feme  fuperfUtious  whim  ? 
For,  we  are  told,  that,  with  re- 
fpedt'to  that  of  the  neku  year, 
&ty  are,  in  foine  partsrdf  C^Asr^ 
fo  cautious  of  having  a  ftranger, 
t)r  even  fonic  6f  their  neat^ft 
'rdati6hs,  at  their  own  hbiififs, 
at  that  time,  left  they  fhonid 
catch  fill  the  good  luck^whkh, 
they  fujppofe,  attends  the  mo- 
ment of  its  entrance,  from  the 
family,  that  they  will  npt  ad- 
mit any  one  to  (hare  in  the 
feflivity  of  that  day  with  them, 
nor  join  in  the  common  re- 
joicing of  the  feafon,  till  the 
next  and  following  ones  (46). 
However,  by  the  uncommon 
magnificence  and  profuAon 
which  reigns  through  the  whole 
empire,  and  the  univerfal  joy 
that  appears  in  every  look,  and 
the  ftrange  forts  of  diveriions  * 
which  are  in  voeue,  durmg  the 
feaft,  one  would  be  apt  to  fop- 
pofe,  that  fb.  folemn,  fo  joy- 
ful, and  fo  univerfal  a  feftiva!» 
owed  its  origin  to  fome  actra- 
ordiiiary^  ^yent,  or  bleffiqgv 
which  they  either  are  careful. to 
conceal,  or  have  loft  the  re- 
membrance of;  or,  at  leaft,  that 
they  exped,  from  their  mlgAi- 
ficent  way  of  celebrating  ''it, 
fome  great  and  public  blelSng  - 
Will  fall  <^n  the  whole  realin, 
and  that  thofe  who  beftowcd 
the  moft  coft  on  it,  or  behaved 
moft  franticly^  were  to  have^e 
greateil  fliare  of  it  (47). 


^^;  *^-  .- ,    " r-  -7—  (47)   ^^  ^^1  ^'^  MagailUn, 

Cmfte,  Martini,  ykrundpi,  Kso,  DvMalde,  ftc,  jtH'pjpra, 


lA 


probablc' 


The  two 
Je/kitfa 
Confu 
out; 


ihe  eerf" 
morry  of 
ibtm. 
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probable  aecount  of  it  than  aay  we  have  hitherte  a^i 
either  fr(Hn  the  najives  or  ftrangers. 

The  next  in  rank  and  folemnity,  are  the  two  grand  1 
fefti'vals  of  Y2is  infUtuted  in  honour  of  their  famous  Confucius^ 

celebrated,   the  one  in  the  fpring,  and  the  other  in  antj 
The  public  honours  paid  to  that  great  philofopher, 
meriy  to  be  pertbrmed  before  his  flatue,  fet  up  in 
hall  dedicated  to  his  memcMy,  till  their  new  conqueror  j 
hi,  deeming  it,  we  are  told,  a  kind  of  idolatry ;  and  f 
or  pretending  to  fear,  left  his  .new  fubjefts  fhould, 
offer  the  fame  worftiip,  and  prayers,  to  him,  forbade  l 
remony  to  be  performed  before  his  ftatue ;  inftead  of  I 
he  ordered  a  large  label, .  or  boards  to  be  eredled  over  || 
with  his  name  and  tides  written,   or  engraven,     \ 
with  fome  beautiful  leaf-work,  and  ot;her  ornaments,r^ 
or  painted  about  it.     The  ceremony  is  now  perfori 
kneeling  before  the  infcription,  and  proftrating  the  I 
times  before  it,  till  the  head  touches  the  ground :  afters 
the  ufual  offerings  arc  made  to  it,  of  wine,  viftuals, 
ifc.  in  the  fame  manner  the  great  families  do  to  their  C 
friends,  at  their  mourning  feafts  ;  of  which,  we  ftiatf  j 
in  the  fequel.    The  fame  exchange  was  likewife  of  des^j 
made  in  all  their  fchools,  colleges,  and  other  place^^ 
that  great  man's  pifture  Was  formerly  fet  up,  and 
thing  but  his  name  is  now  to  be  feen  ^     We  have 
tak^n  notice  of  fome  other  feftivals,  in  which  the  { 
bore  the  greateft  fhare  in  the  facrifices,  and  other  ce 
performed  at  them,  and  need  not  enlarge  upon  thdfi 
public  ones,  which  are  ipconfiderable,  in  comparifon  of  jj 
we  have  now  given  an  account  of. 

The  private  ones  are  either  on  their  birth-days, 
or  funeral  obfequies,  all  which  they  ftrive  tp  celebrate  J 
grandeft  manner  that  their  circumftances  can  afford, 
always  pbferve  their  birthdays  with  fuch  feaftihgs, 
/  mufiG,  and  other  diverfions,  as  we  have  already  defci 
which  the  guefts  join  their  good  wiihes  of  long  lif^f  ao4j 
fperity ;  and  fome  of  them  add  either  a  panegyric,  or  < 
vcrfes,  on  the  perfon.  The  whole  day  is  ijpent  in  civflt 
mutual  congratulations,  and  mirth,  even  among  thoie< 
loweft  rank.  The  fame  rejoicings  and  feaftings  are  <  ' 
at  the  birth  of  a  fon,  efpecially  die  firft ;  and,  in  bod^l 
the  guefts  commonly  accompany  their  congratulatory  (a 
ments  with  fome  real  prefents,  fuitabie  to  their  circuB  ^ 

^  Dc  his,  vide  &  Martjni,  Navaretta,  Le  CoMrrj^ 
Haiob,  &51I.  fup.  citat.  •    "^J, 


fioftings 
en  birth' 

days*. 


'     the  Hijlory  of  Chini. 

\  greateft  princes  not  thinking  it  beneath  their  dignity  tb 

pe  ftich  kind  of  fubftantial  honours  paid  to  them. 

I  Their  marriages  are  celebrated  with  no  lefs  pomp.     The 

ried  couple  are  Commonly  brought  together,  without  any 

nons  acquaintance  with  each  other,    the  bargain  being 

ck  by  their  parents,  or  by  fome  go-betWeen,  and  after-^ 

ratified,  by  preferits  fent  by  both  fides.     The  bride 

no  dowry  with  her,  but  is  rather  purchafed  by  her 

ife,  who,  befides  the  price  he  pays  for  her,  commonly 

ads,  in  the  marriage  ceremony,  double  and  treble  the  pre- 

fhe  brings  along  y^ith  her,  efpecially  among  thofe.  of 

IV  rank  (F).     The  young  couple  are  never  fuffered  to  fee 

I  other,  till  the  marriage  contraft  is  figned  and  feaied,  by 

;  parents  or  friends,  and  the  prefents  be  exchanged  on  both 

es :  but,  as  foon  as  that  is  over,  the  bride  is  fent  home  to 

Sr  bridegroom's  houfe,  in  a  kind  of  pompous  cavalcade,  and 

"a  numerous  attendance  S  of  friends  and  fervants ;  fome  oa 

bback,  fome  on  foot  j  fome  carrying  the  infignia  of  the 

oily,  others  playing  on  variety  of  inftruments ;  a  third  fort 

torches,,  flambeaux,    even  at  noon-day,    and  burning 

riferous  perfumes  ;  whiift  a-  fourth  bear  the  prefents  ihe 

ng^ialong  with  her.     The  bride,  if  of  quality,  is  carried 

f-a  ftately  fedan,  covered  all  round  with  a  large  and  rich 

lopy  of  ftatc,  borne  by  a  dozen  or  more  lufty  fellows,  itt 

J  livery  of  the  family,  and  guarded  by  fome  relations  oii 

pfeback.    The  whole  retinue  appears  in  the  moft  fplendid 

See  the  cavalcade  defcribed  by  Dir  Halde,  vol.  i.  p.  363. 


4^7 


Marri" 
aget. 


No  d&wry 
hrwght  h) 


^(F)  The  laws  of  the  country 

'  Ving  it  an  indifperiiible  duty 

r  every  tnan  to  marry ;  and 

^y  of  the  poorer  fort  not 

"^ling  it  in  their  power  to  pur- 

'j  wives',    the   government 

t  them  leave,  in  fuch  cafes, 

)  tb|^e  foundling  hofpitals, 

1  beg  one ;  which  favour  is 

lorn  denied,  if  the  man  have 

r  tolerable  character  for  pro- 

and  induftry%    .This  me- 

i  not  only  faves  a  poor  man 

(charges  of  buying,  butcon- 

bst^s  to  make  the  wife  more 

Afeqaioos  and  obliging. 

Thefe  hofpitals  do  likewife 


furnifh  the  richer  fort  with 
children,  when  th^ir  wives 
prove  unf^itful;  and  this  is 
done  either  claifdeftinely,  and 
then  the  good  wife  pretends  td 
be  pregnant,  and,  in  propel^ 
time,  to  be  delivered ;  and  this 
is  ofcener  with  than  without  the 
confent  of  the  hufband.  The 
other  is  dotie  by  pnblicly  adopt- 
ing the  childf'^n  ((i  bought;  but 
as  this  cannot  be  done  without 
the  leave  of  the  government^ 
nor  that  be  obtaiiied  without 
great  expence,  the  former  way 
is  the  more  frequently  cho- 
feh  (48); 


fjl)  Z)*  i^,  Me  Magaillan;   Le  Ccntptt,    Mdrtim,    JJhreini^.^    Kao,   Du 
Bfiftif.  &c.  vhi  fupra. 

Moo.  Hist.  Vol.  VIIL  R  drefles  $ 
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rbe  Hiftory  (/China.  %t] 

drpiTes ;  and  in  this  manner  they  march  from  her  fadftiE^'& . 
houfe,  to  that  of  her  fpoufe ;  who  is  there  ready,  with  a  vafc-. 
number  of  his  own  relations,  all  likemfe  richly  dreffed,  t». 
receive  her.    The  fedan,  in  which  (he  is  brought,  is  cMsHsf^ 
ihut  up  on  all  fid^,  the  door  of  it  is  locked,  and  a  tru%- 
fervant  is  intrufted  with  the  key  of  it,  which  he  is  to  ddiv^^* 
to  none  but  to  the  bridegroom,  who  waits  at  the  door,  Uk'- 
Thi brides  introduce  her  into  an  outer  court.     Here  fhe  is  no  fooQcr  fi^' 
Ticeptiw.    down,  than  he  unlocks  the  chair,  with  fome  cagerncfs ;  airi 
is  then  a  judge  (if  he  never  few  her  before,  which  iscomrj 
monly  the^crfc)  of  his  good  or  bad  fortune  (G).     If  he  lik»i 
her,  he  hands  her  out  of  the  chair,  and  condufts  her  ittto^ 
the  great  hall,  where  they  make  four  low  bows  to  Ty^n ;  afief  | 
which,  fhe  doth  the  fame  to  her  huiband's  relations  j.  aad  wi 
then  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ladies  in^ted  to  the  cerenronyi 
who  lead  her  into  a  (lately  apartment,  and  fpend  the  remaixafep 
of  the  day  with  her,  in  fcafting,  dandng,  and  other  diver-] 
fions ;  whilft  the  bridegroom  doth  the  fame,  with  his  male! 
relations,   in  ^another.     The  feafting  lafts  more  or  kfs,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumftances  of  the  perfons ;  and,  when  once 
cuded,  fhe  is  from  that  time  fecluded  not  only  from  the  com- 


.  (G)  It  fometimes  happens, 
that  a  man,  whef»  he  receives 
his  v/ife,  and  finds  her, beauty 
not  anfwerable  to  the  chara£ler 
given  him  of  it,  or  the  idea  he 
conceived  of  her,  will  imme- 
diately lock  her  up  again,  and, 
ra  the  fame  fedan,  fend  her 
back  to  her  parents,  choofing 
Tiither  to  forfeit  the  money  he 
gave  for  her,  than  to  take  her 
home.  But  this,  of  late,  is  not 
often  the  cafe,  the  female  re- 
lations of  the  bridegroom  taking 
all  the  proper  precautions,  not 
only  to  fee  and  converfe,  but 
to  view,  and  examine  her,  when 
■  fhe  is  in  the  bath,  and  be  fatif- 
fied,  that  fhe  is  free  from  any 
fvich  defedls,  as  might  render 
h^r  difagrecable  to  him.  Qn 
the  other  hand,  her  parents  take 
care  io  oblige  him,  by  the  niar- 
riage-cohtrad,  neither  to  fend 

(49^  Dt  hoCf  vide  Magarilan,    Le  CoinptCy   Martini,   JfirAttdx.,  'Kao,  i>« 


her  back,  nor  to  divorce,  orn 
ufe  her  ill.  The  laws  lifewifiH 
oblige  both  fides  to  have  a  6a&\ 
regard  to  an  equality  of  a^i 
and  rank ;  but  this  lail  is  ofteo 
overlooked,  through  dint  of^ 
money. 

The  common  people  obferve 
lefs  ceremony  in  this  cafe ;  aod 
the  man  may  have  fome  oppor- 
tunities to  fee  the  woman,  be* 
fore  he  engages;  and,  when 
the  marriage  is  agreed  on,  the 
bride  is  fent  to  her  hufl^and, 
in  the  hand fomeft.  manner  that, 
their  circumftances  win* allow, 
efpeciaUy  with  mufic,  torches,, 
and  fome  retinue  of  her  friend^ 
and  is  conveyed  thither  in  a 
clofe  fedan.  The  ceremony  of 
her  reception  is  much  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  great  ones, 
abating  the  magnificence (49). 


,  0/t.  '  Th^  Hiftory  of  China,  ,  25^ 

:  j»ny,  but  even  from  the  fight,  of  all  men  but  her  hulband ; 
!- except,  perhaps,  the  father,  or  fonie  near  ration,  and- that 
only  qnfome  extraordinary  occafion;  unlefs  they  have  con- 
Irafted  before-hand  with  him,  for  the  liberty  of  entertaining 
•  a  gallant  now-and-then,  which,  we  are  told,  is  fometimes  done, 
^  by  an  indulgent  parent,  and  agreed  to  by  the  no  lefs  indulgent 
f  Ipoufe,  though-  feldom,  if  ever,  without  fome  valuable  cqn- 
f  fideration  ^  ^  ^ 

I    The  Chinefe  laws  allow  but  one  wife  to  a  man ;  but  they  The  lanus 
I'are  permitted  to  have  feveral  concubines,  who  are  broQght  ^^^'''^  /«^ 
|iiito  his  houfe,  without  any  other  ceremony,  than  a  promiffory  ^^^  *^i^  '^ 
bote  of  the  fum  agreed  upon,  and  of  uiing  her  well ;  but  the  ^^^"u 
kwfbl  wife  is  generally  mifbefs  over,  them,  as  well  as  over  all  J^^'*J1" 
lAe  fervants  in  the  houfe ;,  and  the  children  pf  the  concubines  ^ 
rift  deemed  to  belong  to  her,  and  have  an  equal  right  to  inherit. 
iSbe  alone  bears  the  tide  of  mother,  and,  after  her  deceafe,  is 
honoured  with  the  parental  mourning  of  three  years.     Both  Stconi 
4h€  man' and  the  woman  may  marry  again,  after  the  death  oi  marriages ^ 
tither ;   in  which  cafe,   the  hufband  is  np  longer  confined  how  far 
within  his  own  rank,  but  may  take  iany  woman  he  pleafes,  or  olhvted^ 
evcB  one  of  his  concubines, ,  to  be  his  wife ;  and  this  fecond ' 
wedlock  is  attended  with  but  few  ceremonies.    As  for  wi- 
dows, efpecially  thofe  that  have  had  children,  th6y  become 
their  own  miftrefles,  and  may  marry,  if  they  pleafe ; '  but  that^ 
tmong  thofe  of  high  rank,  is  reckoned  difreputable,  though 
&e  had  lived  but  one  day,  or  even  a  few  hours,  with  her 
^ulband.     But  with  thofe  of  the  middle  rank,  the  cafe  is 
quite  otherwife,    though    frequently  lefi   in    their  favottf^ 
.through  the  avarice  of  the  deceafed*s  relations  (H). 

Upom 

^  See  Martii^i,  Le  Comptbv  &  al.  fup.  citat, 

(H)  Thcfc  are  often  forced  the  above  fum  to  be  repaid,  dt 

ty  the  hufband's  relations,  efpe-  turn  bonzefs,    or  nun,   which 

L  daily  if  it  be  One  that  hath  had  few  care  to  do.     The  pobr  wi* 

I  no  children,    to   marry    fome  dow  being  thus  fold,  whether 

other  man,  in  order  to  have  the  with  or  without  her  knowlege  ' 

money  given  for,  or  fome  part  of  confent,  is  immediately  clapC 

,  of  it,  refunded  to  the  family,  into  a  clofc  fedan,  and  conveyed 

p  The  bargain  is   often    agreed  tothepurchafer,,underanefcort 

with  the  new  hufband,  without  of  fome  trufty  perfons,  and  fre- 

hct  knowlege  r  and  if  ftie  has  quently  long  before  her  mourn* 

a  daughter  ftill  onweaned,  (he  ing  is  over,  which  is  exprefly  . 

goes  along  with  her  to  him.  againft  thelaw.  But  if  this  out- 

w cither. can  Ihe  avoid  the  op-  rage  hath  been  (Somplaincd  <ff 

prcflion,  unlefs  fhe  can  procure  to  the  mandarin,   atid  he  be 

R  2  foan4 
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"^he/aJ  Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  marriage 
/tate  of  the  ftate  IS  l>ut  an  uncomfortable  one  to  the  Chinefe  women,  of 
married  any  rank,  inflaved  and  immured  by  their  jealous  hufbands; 
in  feme  cafes,  liable  to  be  fold,  with  all  their  children ;  in 
others,  to  be  divorced  from  them ;  and  when  widows,  con- 
demned to  obfcrve  a  long  and  fevere  mourning,  and  then  either 
to  live  a  fingle  life,  Of  to  be  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder ;  wiAout 
one  good  law  in  their  favour,  except  that  which  penmts 
them  to  marry  again,  if  the  hufband  abfents  himfelf  from 
his  home  above  three  years  (I).  The  Chitiefe  women  are  ge- 
nerally very  handfome,  fprightly,  and  amorous ;  and  emptoy 
themfelves  at  home,  either  with  thdr  own  children,  or  with 
fome  forts  of  curious  works,  as  painting,  japaning,  embroi- 
dering, drc  Thofc  of  diftinftion  feldom  ftir  abroad,  and 
when  they  do,  they  are  commonly  carried  in  a  low  clofe 
chair,  w  a  covered  two-wheeled  chaife  (K),  and  arei,  confe- 

quently, 


1 


found  to  have  connived  at, 
inftead  of  remedying  ic,  he  is 
liable  to  be  feverely  punifh- 
cd  (50). 

(I)  In  this  cafe,  (he  is  obliged 
to  apply  to  the  mandarins,  who, 
aft^r  doe  examination  of  it,  will 
licenfe"  her  to  take  another  huf- 
band ;  for,  without  this  forma- 
lity, fhe  would  be  feverely.  pu- 
niflict',  if  fhe  ventured  to  do  lo. 

With  relation  to  men  felling 
their  wives,  the  law  is,  that  a 
Wi>man  that  elopes  from  her 
hulband  may,  after  convidlion, 
and  receiving  the  correAion  ap- 
pointed by  the  law,  be  fold  by 
him  to  whom,  he  pleafes  ;  but 
without  iiich  a  conviftion,  both 
the  buyer  and.  the  feller  would 
be  liable  to  be  puniflied;  and 
jet,  we  are  told,  that  fome  men 
have  fold,  or  even  played  away, 
therr  wives  and  children. 

The -cafes  in  which  divorce 
is  allowed,  are  ;  i .  Adqltery  j 
but  which  feldom  happens,  by 
reafon  of  their  being  fq  clofely 
kept.     2.   Antipathy,  or  con* 


trariety  of  tempers.  3.  Exccfs 
of  jealoufy,  difobedience,  or 
indifcrction.  4.  Barrennefs, 
5.  Some  contagious  diftempcr. 
Yet  thefe  divorces,  we  are  told, 
feldom  happen  among  thofe  of 
higher  rank,  it  being  only 
among  the  common  people  that 
inftances  of  it  are  to  be  met 
with  (51). 

(K)  Thefe  fedans  arc  of  two 
forts ;  thofe  belonging  to  the 
lity  are  borne  on  two,  or  more, 
men's  fhoulders  5  and  thofeoFAc 
inferior  rank  have  only  one  pole, 
put  through  a  ring  on  t^e  top, 
and  rather  refemble  a  large 
cage,  carried  between  two  men, 
much  in  the  fame  manner  as  our 
draymen  carry  a  barrel  of  ale, 
the  hindermoft  holding  it  with 
both  his  hands,  from  jogging  to 
and  fro. 

Both  forts  are  made  fo  very 
low,  that  the  perfon,  who  fits 
crofs-legged  on  a  culhion  at  die 
bottom,  doth  almoft  reach  the 
top  with  her  head.  Thofe  of . 
the  lower  fort,  which  are  com- 


(50)  Df  hoc-,  vide  Magaillany  Le  Compte,  Martini,  JJbrandx^  Kao^  Vide  Dt 
HM,  vol,  u  p,  305.  (51)  /J.  ibid^  vide  &  al,fufo.  citaf. 
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quendy,  never  to  be  feen  i.     We  fliall  defcribc  their  dre6  in 
a  more  proper  place. 

ThE'  laft  pompous  folemnity  we  fhall  mention,  as  celc-  Funerak^ 
brated  by  private  families,  is  that  of  their  funeral  obfcqilies,  and  deep 
which,  among  people  almoft  of  an  ranks,  doth,  by  far,  K^ni^^^rning. 
exceed  yhatever  is  obferved  by  them  upon  any  other  occa- 
/ions.   And  fuch  is  the  lingular  regard  which  the  Chinefe  pay  Singular 
to  the  memory  of  their  deceafed  friends,  efpecially  to  that  of  regard  to 
their  parents,  and  near  relations,  that  they  think  they  can  <^^p^' 
never  fufficiently  exprefs  it,  either  by  the  coil  they  beffew  ^^"'^* 
on  their  funerals  and  anniverfaries,  or  by  tlie  dcepcft  tokens 
of  grief  for  their  lofs.     According  to  their  antient  laws,  the  Length  of 
common  term  of  mourning  for  a  parent  was  three  whole  their 
years  (L) ;  and  though  it  hath  been  fmce  reduced,  in  fome  ntouming^ 
cafes,  to  twenty-feven  months,  yet  do  they  not  abate,  in  'any 
other  refpefl,    of  theijf  antient  aufterity  on  fuch  occafions, 
but  fpend  that  whole  time  in  afts  of  the  moil  pungent  grief* 
A  child  that  hath  loft  a  parent  is  neither  permitted,  nor 
will,  vupon  the  greateft  exigency,  indulge  himfelf  in  the  ufe 
of  a  bed,  during  the  fpace  of  100  days,  but  choofes  to  lie  all 
that  time  upon  the  bare  eaith,  lamenting,   in  the  bittereft 

'  De  hoc  ritu,  vide  Kerch F.R,  ChlnS,  illoflrata.  Martini, 
Hiftor.  Sinenf.  Le  Comptb,  Careri,  J)u  Halde,  &  al. 

morily  of  japanned  wood,  have         (L)  This  terin  of  three  years 

either  fome  fmall  holes,  or  ob-  mourning  for  a  parent,  was  or- 

long  narrow  flits,  not  only  to  dained  to  exprefs  their  gratitude 

let  m  the  air,  but  give  them  for  their  parents  care  during 

that  are  in  it  a  glimple  of  what  the  three  years  of  their  helple^ 

paffes   in   the    ftrcets   through  infancy,  wherein  they  ftood  in 

which  they  are  conveyed ;  but  need  of  their  aifjUance  :    and  it 

tbofe  of  the  better  fort  are  co-  is  fo  carefully  obferved    that  if 

vered  over  with  fuch  rich  filks,  any  of  the  emperor's  minifters, 

as  not  only  fhut  out  the  light,  of  what  rank  foever,  lofes  a 

but  even  the  frefli  air.  father,  or  mother,  he  mud  lay 

Both  forts,   as  well   as  the  down  his  office  daring  all  that 

two-whecled  chaifes,  are  only  time,  and  dedicate  it  td  mourn- 

ofed  in  the  cities,  or  for  fome  ing,  unlefs  the  emperor  fliould, 

fhort  jaunts  out  of  it ;  but  in  for  fome  extraordinary  reafon, 

longer   journies,    the    quality  difpenfe  with  it,  which  is  rarely 

commonly  convey  their  wives  done ;  nor  can  he  refuhie  his 

and  female  retinue  in  coaches  poll,    till  the  three  years  are 

and   litters;    and  all  likewife  fully  expired  (53). 
Ihut  up  clofe  on  all  fides  (52). 

(5a)  Dehor,  vide  MagaiUan^  Le  Compte,  Martini y  I/brandz,  Kj9,   ViU  Du 
Halde,  uhifup.    yide  ^  al,  fup,  citat..  (53)  f^ide  Mirtini,  Lt  C^mptt, 

Ctmel  Careri,  Du  Halde,  &  ai» 

R  3  t^^^*        .    f 
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terms,  their  incxprcffible  lofs.   They  are  not  to  convcrfe  with 

any  body' during  a  whole  year ;  and,  which  is  ftill  hardoTs 

muft  abftain  from  all  connubial  intercourfe  with  their  wives 

and  concubines,  under  very  fcvere  penalties :  for  fhould  any 

of  them  be  found  to  have  been  got  with  child  during  that  time, 

both  they,  and  much  more  the  hufband,  would  infallibly  be 

condemned  to  fome  heavy  puniflunent.     In  the  matrimonial 

ftate,  the  wife  is  obliged  to  mourn,  \fp  the  fame  deep  manner, 

three  whole  years,  prat  leaft  two  years  and  a  quarter,  if  not 

of  high  rank,  and  the  huiband  a  whole  year  for  a  dead  wife ; 

which  laft  is  aUb  the  common  term,  more  or  lefs,  oi  mourn-' 

ing  for  other  relations,  afxording  to  the  degrees  of  their  pro^ 

aiimity. 

Neither  is  this  filial  regard  confined  to  the  ftated  time  of 
three  years,  but  is  ftill  continued  with  annual  obfequies  per* 
formed  at  his  grave,  with  fomething  near  the  fame  mournfiil 
ceremonies ;  to  which  we  may  add,  that  if  a  man  die  before 
he  hath  married  all  his  children,  the  eldcft  fon  is  obliged  to 
take  that  care  upon  him ;  and,  being  then  invefted  with  a 
paternal  authority  over  them,  is  efteemed  as  the  reprefenta- 
tive  or  fubftitute  of  the  deceafed.  Nor  aie  thefe  funeral  ob- 
fequies continued  to  parents  only,  but  to  grandfathers,  ^r., 
up  to  the  head  of  the  family,  for  whom  they  keep  annivcifary. 
folemnities,  vifit  their  tombs,  in  the  fame  mourning  guife, 
and  offer  upon  them  the  ufual  prefents  of  wine,  viftuals,  ifc* 
as  if  they  were  ftill  alive  (M). 

Nor  need  we  to  be  furprifed  at  this  extraordinary  duty  to  . 
their  anceftors,  if  we  recolleft  what  was  formerly  hinted,  oa 
another  occafion,  that  they  are  brought  up  with  a  belief  that 
their  fouls  are  ftill  prefent,  though  invifiblc  to  them,  and  be- 
hold all  their  adlions,  and  either  approve  or  condemn>  reward 
or  punifh,  them ;  which  notion  is  of  excellent  ufe,  to  deter 
JAdnarebs  them  from  vice,  and  excite  them  to  virtuous  deeds.     Neither 
not  exempt  Jo  their  greateft  monarchs  think  themfelves,  on  any  account, 
from  them,  more  difpenfed  from  this  filial  duty,  than  the  meaneft  of  thdr 


(M^  This  extraordinary  re- 
gard was  founded  on  a  wife 
Chintfe  maxim,  that  monarchs, 
ought  to  have  the  tendernefs  of 
a  parent  over  their  fubjefts,  and 
fathers  the  aathority  of  kings 
over  their  children;  and,  when 
young  perfons  behold  what  ve- 
neration is  paid  by  their  parents 
to  their  own  progenitors,  it  can- 
rot  £ail  of  infpiring  them  with 


a  deep  fenfe  of  obedience  and 
fubmiffion  to  them  :  and,  as 
their  fages  have  jnilly  obfenrcd, 
this  fubmiffion  naturally  prc- 
ferves  peace  in  fanailies;  this 
produces  tranquility  in  cities, 
prevents  infurreclions  in  pro- 
vinces, and  fecures  peace  and 
good  order  through  the  whole 
empire. 

fubjcSs, 
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fobjefis,  but  rather  ftrive  to  outdo  them  ia  it ;  mjbmuch,  that 
we  read  of  fome  of  them  who  have  refufed  to  attend  on  any 
thing  hat  that,  even  at  a  time  when  their  dominions  have  beea 
invaded  by  a  foreign  power  (N). 

The  funeral  rites  are  performed,  among  the  rich>  with  funeral 
mach  the  fame  pomp  and  magnificence  (if  not  rather  greater)  ^^*^^* 
as  their  marriages,  and  with  the  addition  of  a  vail  number  of 
bonzas,  and  other  priefts,  who  adorn  the  fumptuous  caval- 
cade, fqme  iioging,  in  a  mournful  tone,  the  encomiums  of 
the  .decea^d,  others  playing  on  a  great  variety  of  inilruments ; 
fomc  carry  the  tables,,  on  which  are  depofited  the  offerings  of 
wine,  viftuals,  isc.  to  be  fet  oh  the  tomb,  others  the  per- 
fumes to  be  burnt  upon  it,  and  one  of  them  precedes  the  bier, 
bearing  the  table,  or  label,  on  which  are  written  the  names 
of  the  dcceafod,  and  thofe  of  his  progenitors*     The  corpfc,  Procej^on^ 
which  is  drefled  in  the  beft  cloaths,  is  carried  in  a  ftately 
cojflin  (O),  covered  over  with  white  damaflc,  or  fome  other 

rich 


(N)  The  Chinefe  annals  re- 
cord many  inflances  of  this  filial 
duty,  and  particularly,  in  the 
{ngular  piety  of  Ven-hngj  king 
MTJingy  who,  being  forced  to 
travel  out  of  his  father's  domi- 
I  nioDs,  to  avoid  the  fnares  of  an 
ambitious  mother-in-law,    and 
being  there  informed  of  his  fa- 
therms  death,  and  of  the  lofs  of 
his  kingdom,  gave  this  extra- 
ordinatry  anfwer  to   a  prince, 
whoofFered  him  his  afliftanceand 
feldiers  to  recover  it :  **  That, 
**  being  become,  as  it  were,  a 
"  dead  man  (ince  his  retreat,and 
'*  exile,  he  no  longer  efteemed 
'*  any  thing  but  virtue^    and 
"  piety  towards  his  parents  -, 
**  that  this  was  his  treafurc  j 
"  and  that  he  chofc  rather  to 
"  lofe  his  kingdom,  of  which 
''  he  was  already  difpoffeiTed, 
•*  than  to  be  wanting  in  thofe 
*'  laft  duties,  which  did   not 
"  permit  him  to  take  arras,  at  a 
**  time  deftined  for  grief,  and 
**  the  funeral -honours  which 
'*  were  due  tQ  his  father  (54)." 


(  O )    Thcfc  coffins,    about 

which  the  Qhinefe  are  fo  folli- 

citous,  that  they  will  have  them 

made   in   their  life-timer,    and 

fome  fons  wilt  mortgage  them- 

felves,  to  procure  one  of  them 

for  a  parent,    are  commonly 

made  of  planks  about  half  a 

foot  thick,  and  of  a  lading  fore, 

and  fome  of  them  of  precious 

wood,  and  are  fo  well  pitched 

within,    and  japanned  without, 

th  It  no  bad  fmell  can  perfpire 

through  them.     Thofe  of  the 

richer  fort  are  finely  carved  and 

gilt,  and  coft  from  300  to  1 000 

crowns. 

Before  the  corpfe  is  laid  in 
them,  they  commonly  throw' a 
little  lime  at  the  bottom  ;  and, 
after  it  is  laid,  clap  on  a  pillow, 
or  a  good  deal  of  cotton,  to  keep 
the  head  fleady,  and  fluff  every 
vacuity  with  cotton  and  lime, 
to  foak  up  any  moiHure  that  "^ 
comes  from  the  body. 

We  took  notice .  above,  that 
fome,  out  of  a  more  than  com* 
mon  regard  for  their  parents. 


(54)  Set  Du  Halde^  p.  306. 
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r'jch  filk,  which  is  the  colour  that  is  ufed  by  all  the  Chinee  h 
their  mournings^;  over  it  are  the  infignia  of  the  fanuly ;  Ae 
whole  carried  by  twenty  or  more  lufty  men  clad  in  monrmng, 
and  covered  with  a  vaft  ftatdy  canopy,  which  is  likewife  borne 
l)y  a  number  of  men  in  the  fame  mourning  drefs.    The  rela- 
tions of  the  deceafed,  both  men  and  women,  follow  next,  ac- 
cording to  their  nearnefs  to  him,  all  cla,d  in  white  fadtdoth, 
girt  about  ^ith  a  coarferope,  with  ftraw  wrapped  about  ihdf 
feet,  and  rags  about  their  heads  ;  only  the  women  reladons, 
fuch  as  the  wife,  concubines,  daughters,  and  other  fcmafe 
kindred  of  the  deceafed,  are  carried  in  dofe  fedans,  or  chaiSj 
covered  over  with  white  curtams. 
furyptg"        In  this  manner  they  proceed  from  the  deceafed's  houfett 
flac4s.       the  burying-place  ;  which  muft  be  without  the  walls  of  dx 
city,  and  at  a  diftance  from  any  towns,  or  inhabited  place! 
^uqlefs  they  chufe  to  keep  the  bodies  in  their  own  houfes, 
clofed  in  fuch  coffins  as  we  defcribed  in  the  laft  note) ;  brt 
generally  fpeaWng,  thefe  fepulchral  places  are  on  fome  moni 
tain,  or  eminence,  about  two  or  three  miles  from  any  dtj 
and  are  inclofed  with  pine,  cyprefs,  and  other  trees,  and  foai 
yV^ijf.       with  a  wall.     The  tombs  are  raifedlike  little  houfes,  but 
differently  fhaped  in  different  provinces.     Thofe  of  the  QiaA< 
darins,  and  princes  of  the  blood,  are  of  a  magnificent  ftn« 
I  ture,  about  twelve  feet  high,  and  eight  or  ten  in  diameteri 

and  near  them  flands  a  table  of  white  poliftied  marble,  of 
confidcrable  length  and  breadth,  on  which  are  fet  a  perfumki 
pot,  two  vafes,  and  two  candlefticks,  all  of  the  fame  flow 
and  curioufly  wrought.  On  each  fide  are  placed,  in  feven 
rows,  a  great  many  figures  of  officers,  eunuchs,  foldied 
lions,  faddle-horfes,  camels,  tortoifes,  and  other  animals,  * 
different'  attitudes  of  grief  and  veneration.  As  for  the  mcafl 
cr  fort,  they  content  themfelves  with  raifing  a  finall  kind 
pyramid  of  mould  or  earth  over  the  coffin. 

chufe  to  keep  their  dead  bodies  of  all  dainty  meats,  wines,  coff 

at  home  ;  and  this  they  will  do  vcrfation,  and  other  comfons 

at  leaft  during-  the  whole  three  and  if  they  ^re  obliged,  on  foi 

years  of  inourning,  during  which  urgent  occafion,   to  ftir  out 

their  feat  in  the  day-time  is  a  their  houfes,  or  to  go  out 

ftool  covered  with  white  ferge,  town,  which  few  will  do  till 

and*  at  night  they  lie  down  near  certain  time  of  themourningb! 

the  coffin,  on  a  bare  matt  made  cvtr^  they  are  commonly  carrio 

of  reeds.    They  deprive  them-  in  a  clofc   chair  covered  wid 

felvcs,  during  the  whole  time,  white  ferge  or  doth  (55). 

(55)  S0C  Du  Halde,  p.  ic6,  ^  feq.     ViL  &  Le  Com,  U^  &  »^*  H^ 
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They  feldom  bury  many  perfons  in  one  grave,  and  arc  ex-  Regard  fir 
cecdingly  curious  and  careful  about  the  bodies  of  their  it-i^^hoJi^s. 
ceafiKi  friends.     They  would  deem  it  an  unheard-of  cruelty 
to  have  them  opened,  and  the  heart  and  entrails  taken  out,  as 
is  donp  among  us ;  and  they  would  look  with  horror  on 
oar  charnel-hpufes,  and  fee  the  bones  of  diiFercot  perfons 
promifcuoufly  Isud  one   upon  another.      And  this    makes 
them  fo  fond  of  thofe  coffins  lately  defcribed,  which  fome 
will  purchafe  not  only  at  a  great  price,  perhaps  from  50  to 
100  crowns,  but  even  with  their  laA  peny,  and  keep  them  ift 
their  houfes  10  or  20  years  beforehand,  and  efteem  them  as 
the  beft  piece  of  fur»iture  they  are  matters  of. 
\       When  the  proceffion  is  arrived  at  the  burying-place,  the  Teaftgvom 
•    fervants  of  the  defceafed,  while  the  funeral  ceremony  is  per-  ^^  tf^^  hu- 
s    forming,  are  buded  in  preparing  an  entertainment  for  the  'I^'*'-? ' 
company,  which  is  fet  on  tables,  and  in  a  kind  of  halls  resivtA^^^"' 
f   for  that  purpofe.  Some  of  the  relations  will  partake  of  them,  ^ 
■.  whilft  others  will  chufe  to  keep  clofe  to  the  fons  and  daughters  PP'^o/uf 
,    of  the  deceafed,  and  join  with  them  in  their  loud  cries  and  mournh^^ 
?    woful  complaints,  than  which  nothing  caii  be  imagined  more 
'r    lugubrious  and  folemn  ;  except  that  to  an  European^  who  b 
not  ufed  to  them,  they  appear  too  formal  and  regular  to  in- 
^    fpire  him  with  the  fame  fentiments  of  grief.     The  burying- 
j    places  of  the  grandees  have  commonly  feveral  fuch  balls  or 
I    apartments  reared  up,  in  which  many  of  the  near  relations 
1^    will  ftay  a  month  or  two,  to  repeat  their  mournful  ceremo- 
(    nies  every  day  with  the  fons  of  the  deceafed.     They  are  not 
V  contented  to  celebrate  their  annual  obfequies  at  their  tombs ; 
f    but  every  family  hath  a  hall,  which  is  called  the  hall  of  the  HalUftlm 
\    anccftors,  at  which  all  the  feveral  branches  of  the  family  are  ancefiors^ 
fi    obliged    to  repair  on  certain  times  in  the  year.       Thefe 
\    branches,  which  in  fome  families  have  fometimes  amounted  to 
I     between  80  and  90,  or  tq  7000  or  8000  perfons,  meet  at  th^ 
ceremony  promifcuoufly,  no  diftinftion  being  then  made  bc- 
I     tween  a  great  mandarin  and  a  mean  mechanic ;  and,  if  any 
I     preference  is  given,  it  is  to  the  oldeft,  whether  rich  or  poor.. 
Only  the  richer  fprt  commonly  prepare  a  fumptuous  entertain- 
L     mcnt,  to  which  the  whole  fipnily  is  invited  as  foon  as  the  cere- 
j      mony  is  ended. 

[         One  thing  more  we  may  obferve  under  this  head  of  filial 

1      duty  to  the  deceafed  :  that  many  of  the  Chinefe  will  not  let 

\      the  dead  corpfe  be  carried  out  at  the  common  doors,  left  thdr 

grief  fhould  be  renewed  every  time  they  paffed  through  it,  but 

caufe  a  new  one  to  be  made  for  that  purpofe,  which  is  imme- 

^ia^tely  clofed  up  after  the  funeral  is  pver, 
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Momwng      WHEN  zsi  eoiperor  dies,  the  whole  ein[Mrefoes  into  moom- 

firan  tfip-  mg,  and  the  (ame  refpef^  is  paid  to  his  mother  or  gnmdr 

fir^r.        mother.    Wh^Q  the  mother  of  the  late  Kang-Jn  died,  ade^ 

and  unhrerfal  mooming  mtsb  obferved  fifty  whole  days»  during 

which  all  the  tribunals  were  (hut  up,  and  no  iund  cf  fiate-affibrs 

mentioned  to  the  emperor.     The  mandarins  fpent  the  wfaok 

time  at  the  palace,  and  in  all  outward  expreffions  c^  grief; 

and  feveral  of  them  pafled  whole  mghts  in  the  open  air,  tfao^.:^ 

then  very  cold ;  and  even  the  emperor's  ions  Hept  in  the  pt* 

ntfitni'  l&ce  without  puUtng  off  their  clothes.    All  the  maQdari%.i 

rml  of       clad  in  white,  and  (tripped  of  their  red  ornaments,  wbichsO^.? 

Kang-hi^/  lour  is  then  forbidden,  went  on  horfeback,  with  a  very  imsA-' 

msihir.      retiDue,  to  pay  their  mournful  refpefts  before  her  image, 

*  three  days  fucceflively;  after  which,  the  corpfe  was  carried, 

with  fuitable  pomp  to  the  place  where  it  was  to  lie  in  llate  (P).: 

TUs  was  a  flately  palace  out  of  the  city,  and  all  built  of  neiri 

mats,  with  courts,  halls,  and  other  apartments,  for  the  corpfe 

to  remain  in,  till  it  was  thence  conveyed  to  the  imperial  burj/ 

ing-placc  *. 

Education      This  extraordinary  r^ard  for  their  deceafed  parents  is  not 

•f children,  <^^y  owing  to  the  laws  which  ^ve  the  living  ones  fo  great 

an  authority  over  their  children,  but  likewife  to  their  cxcd- 

Parrnts     i^^^  way  oif  educating  them  i  for  even  here  the  laws  have 

fantjhed    taken  fuch  care  to  oblige  them  to  it,  under  fevere  penalties, 

for  negleS  that  if  any  of  them  happens  to  commit  fome  crime,  or  great 

•f  ^t.        mifdemeanour,  and  abfconds  himfelf  &om  puniflunent,  the 

father  is  commonly  made  to  bear  it  for  him,  at  leaA  fcH-  not 

having  dcMie  his  duty  towardshim.   There  are  feveral  exccileat 

tr^atifes  likewife  written  on  the  fubjeA  of  education,  by  fome 

*  De  hoc  rito,  vid.  Kercher  China  Illullrata,  Martini  HiH. 
Sinenf.  Le  Compte,  Careri,  Du  Halde,  &  al. 

(P)  We  are  told,  however,  their  atdre,  and  prepared  them - 

that  the  emperor  would  not  fol-  felves,  according  to  the  ufagc  of 

low  what  he  mifcall^d  the  Chi-  the  Tartars^  to  accompany  her 

nefi  fuperftition  of  caufing  new  into  the  other  world,  by  facrifice- 

gates  to  be  broke  open,  but  or-  ing  their  lives  before  her  corpfe, 

dered  the  corpfe  to  be  carried  which  that  monarch  would  not 

*  through  the  public  ones  of  the  fufFer  them  to  do.     He  likewife 

palace.    He  (hewed  the  fame  aboliihed   another  cuftom,  till 

contempt  for  fome  of  the  an-  then  in   ufe  among  them,  of 

tient  cultoms  of  his  own  nation,  burning  rich  furniture,  and  eren 

particularly  with  refpedt  to  four  the  domeftics    of    great  men, 

young  ladies  who  had  waited  with  their  bodies  on  the  funeral 


«n  his  mother,  and  had  taken    pile  (56).  ^ 
(56)  ViL  Dm  FMe,  ^  «/,  vhifup. 
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d  theiy  learned  doftors,  with  proper  direftions  to  parents  anS 
fchoolmafters  how  to  bring  them  up  in  the  moft  rffeftual  man* 
do:  in  the  love  of  virtue,  and  averfion  to  vice,  which,  thcj 
fey,  ought  to  be  the  chief  objeft  of  all  thdr  care;  and,  next 
to  that,  to  train  them  up  to  learning,  if  <:apable  of  it,  -or  to 
iindnftry  in  fome  other  calling ;  in  doing  which,  thofe  doftor^ 
iadvife  the  ijfe  of  mild  and  gentle  means,  preferably  to  fharp 
^d  feverc  ones,  confidering  that  youth  is  avcrfe  to  conftpaint, 
amdeafdy  difcouraged  by  roughnefs.  Inflruftions-and  reprl- 
poaods,  diey  fay,  ihould  come  like  vernal  winds  and  r^n3, 

Ehich  gently  ppomote  the  growth  of  plants ;  and  not  Bkc 
^fty  ihowers  or  ftorms,  which  root  them  up,  or  wafti  them 
^^y.    They  have  likewife  old  ftory-books,  fome  in  profe, 
^iiAers  m  verfe,  but  in  a  fmgular  ftyle,  fit  for  children,  and 
jiwittcn  in  commendatipn  of  virtue,  obedience  to  parents,  ho- 
pfty,  induftry,  i;c.    The  education  of  the  boys,  as  well  a^  TVhvBt 
if  the  girls,,  is  intrufted  to  the  wife,  till  the  former  are  fit  to  have  the 
le  fent  to  fchool,  and  the  latter  come  to  be  married  :  but  all^*^  ^f 
;this,  however,   under  the  eye  and  direftion  of  the  father,  '^^^ 
Jwho  commonly  referves  to  himfelf  the  power  of  ufmg  feve-  '^   ^ 
pty,  when  other  milder  exhortations  and  encouragements '^^^^* 
gjrove  inefFeftual ;  and,  after  the  father's  death,  the  eldeft 
^n  takes  the  authority  over  as  many  of  the  family  as  are 
ijjftill  unmarried.      And  as,  among  thofe  of  the  middle  and 
^wer  rank,    there  will  happen  now-and-then  fome  wrang- 
ilmgs  and  quarrels,    through   the  indulgence  or  indolence 
I  of  the  mafler  of  the  fanaily,  the  magifbrates  are  obliged  to     « 
.'Jook  carefully  to  the  good  order  and  osconomy  of  it ;  and, 
I  in  cafe  of  negleft,  arc  themfelves  liable  to  be  puni(hed,  as 
well  as  the  of&nders  within-dpors  (Q_). 

:.    The  Chinefe  are  generally  very  grave,  formal,  and  cel'e-  Cenmonles 
monious,  with  each  other,  as  well  as  towards  ftrangers.  Their  ufed^  and, 
fidutation  to  an  equal  is  by  laying  one  hand  to  the  breaft,  manner  of 
and  bowing  the  head;  to  a  fuperior,  or  more  venerable  per-A^^^^'^i*  • 
fon,  they  lay  both  hands  to  the  breaft,  and  bow  the  whole 
body  as  low  as  they  can  ;  and,  to  a  mai;idarin,  they  fall  down 
on  their  knees,  and  touch  the  ground  with  their  fbrehead.    In 
faluting  a  fuperior  either  in  his  own  houie,  or  in  any  other 

(Q^)  Thus  we  arc  told  of  a  the  quarrel,  made  a  report  of  ft 

mandarin,  who,  going  through  to  the  emperor,  who  ordered  the 

aftreet,  heard  a  mother-in-law  fon  and  daughter-in-law  to  be 

crying  oat,  and  curfing  her  fon  chaftifed,  his  father  to  lofe  his 

and  daughter-in-law ;  and,  hav-  head,   and  the   magiftrate  his 

iag  inquired  into  the  occafion  of  place  {57). 

^  (^7)  Cartri,  &  tf/, 

place. 
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^laccy  the  pcrfon  bends, one  knee  to  him,  and  contiiraes  ni; 
that  pofture  till  he  takes  him  up  by  the  hand,  which  is  cora^j 
monly  done  immediately.     But  it  is  unufual  aad  uncivil 
\  falute  a  magiftrate  in  public,  unkfs  one  be  fummoned  bdF< 

«  or  have  feme  particular  application  to  make  to,  him^ 
reft,  it  feems,  muft  only  ftand  with  their  arms  acrofs, 
their  eyes  fixed  to  the  ground ;  for  it  is  an  affi*ont  to 
ht  their     them  in  the  face.     In  thdr  vifits  they  ufe  a  great  deal  of 
ndfiii.        mony  in  their  geftures,  though  they  are  very  laconic  in 

compliments.   They  are  no  lefe  curious  m  feating  their  vifii 

Humble      according  to  their  feveral  ranks ;  and  in  thfe  fiyle  in 

fiylein      they  receive  the  honour  of  the  vifit,  never  fpeakingin 

fieaking  to  firft  perfon,  I  or  me,  but  Your  fervant ;  and,  to  a  perfon 

their  fupe-  diftinftion.  Your  humble,  poor,  (x  unworthy  flave  ;  and, 

^^''         ftead  of  Tou  td  the  perfon  they  fpeak  to,  they  fay  My  ' 

as,  Let  my  lord  permit  his  humble  fervant  tOy   &c. ;  Let 

lord  accept  of  fuch  a  thing  from  his  fervant  ^  or  poor  Jlave, 

a  prefent  be  the  p^oduft  of  his  own  native  place  or  pro^ 

and  the  count;ry  be  ever  fo  celebrated  for  it,  as  fome  of 

^  are  for  their  manufaftiires,  others  for  their  fruits,  ire. 

.  ftyle  muft  ftill  run  in  the  feme  ftrain  with  relation  to  that ; 

Let  my  lord  permit  his  fervant  to  offer  him  fuch  a  things  wif( 

his  poor  city  or  province  affords  :  but  if  the  prefent  con^e  fro 

the  country  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  prefented,  then 

muft  be,  for  which  your  noble  city,  or  Province,    is  fo  juf 

Nafiers.   f^f^^*     The  fame  humble  ftyle  is  obferyed  between  the  fc* 

lars  and  their  mafters,  to  whoqi  they  never  ufe  the  words  I 

you,  but  Your  fervant,  or  Your  Scholar,  did  fo,  or  read  Tq 

and.  Our  mafter  or  dodlor  fays  or  ordered,  be.  ^.    Now,  t* 

this  way  of  fpeaking  may  appear  to  fome  of  our  readers  exi 

Sttllin  ufe  v^gant,  and  mere  grimace,  yet,  to  thofe  who  are  ever  fo  litti 

iui^ng  the  verfed  in  that  of  the  antient  eaftern  languages,  it  will  appca 

taftern  na-  quite  natural  and  uniform  ^  with  them,  and  to  be  At  vo:^ 

tionsi     ,   fame^as  is  ftill  in  ufe  amongft  moft  of  the  eaftern  nations  t 

this' time;  fo  that  it  would  be  not  only  uncouth  and  abfur/f 

but  to  a  great  degree  uncivil  and  affronting,  to  exprefs  onel 

undfomeofi^^  in  any  other.  Nay,  the  fame  method  ot  fpeaking  is  ftill  & 

the  Eurp-  {pme  degree  pr^erved  by  the  politer  part  among  feveral  Euroj>e<^ 

peans.       nations,  ^rtic\il2ir\y  the  Spaniards  a,nd  Germans.     TowW^i 

wq  may  add,  that  it  is  the  very  ftyle  of  the  antient  patriarch$» 

and  of  all  the  Hebrews  before  the  captivity  of  Babylon,  and 

even  fmce,  till  they  came  to  corrupt  it  by  adopting  the  idioms' 

of  the  Greeks  and  Romans ;  and  how  much  and  juftly  that  | 

ftyle  is  admired  by  all  the  learned  for  its  humility  and  fimpli' 

\  Martini,  Le  Compte,  Du  Haide,  &  al*  fup.  citat.. 

'  dtf» 


C.  i.^>  9"2^  Hipty  of  China: 

cit7,  we  kavc  formerly  fliewn  in  the  anticnt  hiftory  of  the 

Jms\ 

The  Chinefe2Xt  no  lefs  formal  in  their  vifits,  whether  be- 
tween inferiors  and  fuperiors,  difciples  and  mafters,  which  arc 
indifpcnfabk  at  particular  feafons,  or  between  relations  and 
friends  (R) ;  and  as  tea  is  the  common  liquor  the  Chinefe  treat, 

their 

*  See  Univ.  Hi&.  vol.  iii.  p.  207,  &  fcq. 
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(R)  It  is  among  them  a  llated 
nik  not  to  vifit  any  perfon  with- 
out fending  a  Tye-tfe^  or  vifiting 
bai,  by  the-  porter,  to  the  po*- 
fon.  This  Tye-tfe  is  commonly 
a  (beet  of  red  paper,  flighdy  em- 
belliihed  with  flowers  of  gold, 
and  folded  up  like  a  fkreen  ;  on 
one  of  whofe  folds  is  written 
the  perfon^s  name,  with  fome 
refpedful  addition,  according  to 
lie  perfon  to  be  vifited.  They 
write,  for  inflance.  The  tender 
ml  fincere friend  of  your  lordfbif, 
nd  the  perpetual  dzfdple  if  your 
Mrine,  prefents  himfelf  in  that 
fj^mlity  to,  pay  his  duty  and  his  ho- 
^l^  to  you  donjon  to  the  ground. 
If  the  vifited  be  a  familiar  ac- 

2aaiotance,    the    flyle    abates. 
)n}ewhat  of  that  humble  flrain, 
and  a  white  paper  will,  ferve  ; 
and  the  fame  fort  muil  be  fent 
in  if  the  perfon  is  in  mourning 

(58). 

If  the  vifit  be  made  from  a 
perfon  of  diftinftion  to  another, 
and  the  latter  have  not  time  or 
inclination  to  receive  it,  he  fends 
him  a  civil  meflage  by  a  fervant, 
fignifying,  that  he  need  not  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  alight ; 
and  then  it  is  efleemed  as  a  real 
vifii,  and  is  accordingly  repaid, 
eithfcr  on  the  next,  Or  in  few  days 
after.  If  the  vifit  be  received, 
the  vifiter  is  permitted  to  pafs 
through  the  two  firil  courts,  and 
as  $^r  ^s  the  hall,  where  the  vi-_ 


fited  comes  to  receive  him.  Here 
the  formalities  begin,  which  are 
to  be  fuited  to  the  rank  of  both 
perfons,  and  as  they  are  feC 
down  in  the  Chinefe  ceremonial, 
where  one  finds  the  number  of 
bows  that  muft  be  made,  th& 
titles  to  be  given,  the  mutual 
genuflexions,  the  feveral  turns 
to  be  made  either  to  the  right 
or  left  (for  the  place  of  honour 
is  different  in  different  places), 
the  filent  geflures  by  which  the  . 
mafter  of  the  houfe  invites  his 
vifiter  at  the  hall-door,  and  fays 
only  the  words  Tfin^  tjin.  Go  in, 
go  in  ;  to  which  the  other  is  to 
anfwer,  Pu-can^  I  dare  not;  the 
•  falutation  which  the  former 
makes  to  the  chair  on  which  the 
latter  is  to  be  feated,  which  he 
rouft  alfo  dull  with  a  blow  or 
two  of  his  long  flceve,  or  with 
the  flcirt  of  his  garment. 

As  foon  as  the  parties  are 
feated,  the  vifiter,  in  a  moft 
grave  and  fuccinft  manner,  is  to 
declare  the  occafion  of  his  com- 
ing ;  to  which  the  other,  after  a 
certain  number  of  bows,  gives  ' 
an  anfwer.  Care  mull  be  taken 
to  fit  upright  in  the  chair,  and 
not  loll  on  either  fide,  or  lean 
againft  the  back.  The  feet 
mull  be  placed  exactly  even,  the 
leg^  upright,  and  the  hands  mufl 
be  laid  on  each  knee.  The  eye 
muftnot  he  permitted  to  flare 
about,  but  be  fixed  towards  the 


(H8)  t>u  IhUt,  ubi  fup,  p,  296. 
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their  vlfitcrs  with,  diey  ax«  no  \sS&  oeranomaas  and  i&ie 
the  manner  of  pieienting,  receiving,  and  returning,  the  cap  ^^ 
erery  diflx  that  is  thus  drank  being  attended  \idth  the  &sae  i 
bowing  and  crioging,  comptiments  and  thanks,  even  though' ^ 
the  cup  is  commonly  tendered  by  a  fervant.     The  feme  r    '^ 
obferved  when  the  vlfited  treats  his  vifiter  with  a  pipe  of 
bacco ;  thofe  that  are  ufed  in  the  reception  and  difbifl 
would  appear  ftill  more  troublefome  and  irkfome  taour  En 
feanSy  there  being  fb  much  formality  ufed  on  both  fides 
-every  door  they  go  in  or  out  at,  at  their  fitting  and  rifii^, 
if*  the  ceremonial  pafled  with  us  between  fome  gi^t  ami 
(ador  and  the  firft  minifler  of  ftate :  and  yet  the  Chinefe ' 
by  no  means  difpenfe  with  them,  anlefs  it  be  on  ordtf 
viHts  between  familiar  friends  or  near  relations,  and  even 
tliefe.  we  (hould  think  them  rather  too  punftilious ;  but! 
formal  vifits,  efpecially  among  the  great,  the  leaft  on 
o&  either  fide  would  be  looked  upon  and  refented  as  an  2 
to  the  other ;  and  on  this  account  they  make  it  a  part  ( 
their*  education  and  fhidy  ;  and  there  are  books  {printed  am 
them,  which  fettle  all  thofe  pomts  of  civility  in  fo  clear 
eafy  an  order,  according  to  every  rank,  that  n<Mie  can  weU  I 
Ignorant  of  them.    As  for  flrangers,  though  the  fame  ex 
ziefs  be  not  abfolutely  required  from  them,  yet  the  nearer  t 


ground.  After  a  vicry. ihortcon- 
veriation,  a  fetvaoc'  comes,  and 
brings  as  iQgp^  diihev  of  tea  as 
there  are  pe^ifins  ;  wHidl  inuft 
be  taken,  diank  oat,  >and  re- 
turned, with  the  Halted  foniialit^ 
of  bowing  and  cringkig^*  The 
converfation  b€ing;Qyerv  the  vi-  - 
fiteror  viiiters,  andmliicd?  baVe 
again  a  number  of  bows  and  ce- 
remonies to  interchange,  till  the 
former  come  to  their  chairs, 
where  they  are  renewed,  till 
each  perfon  is  got  into  his  ;  and 
then  a  few  more  mutual  bows 
pafs,  till  the  porters  have  got  the 
chair  on  thdir  (boulders,  a»d 
^en  a  general  adieu  concludes 
the  ceremony. 

.Thofe  that  pafs  between  the 
fuperiors^  and  inferiors  of  qua- 

(5S)  Z)»irww<f>  ifki  f^  f>.:^$^ 
dfac 


lity,  as  between  a  mandarin,  1 
kolaw,  or  a  prince  of  the  bio 
are  ftill  more  clogged  with  po 
tilios  and  formalities,  and  lau 
more  Ihll  thofe  which  are  ( 
ferved*  between  a  foreign 
baflador  and  the  imperial  mil 
ftoi^  :  bat  We  have  dwelt  lo 
enough  on  that  fubje^ 
Only  one  diing  we  mufl  noii 
get  to  obferve,  that  the  Chix 
like  other  eaftern  nations, 
fo  far  from  uncovering  the 
heads  in  token  of  refped,  thi 
is  looked  upon  as  an  affront 
afty  to  fland  bareheaded  1 
their  betters ;  and  it  was  on  t 
account  that  the  mifiiona 
were  difpenfedby  the  popefroBk] 
uncovermg  the  head  in  ther 
churches  {59). 
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«oiK  up  to  it,  the  better  they  will  be  received.     Even  the  Ambt^- 
fondgQ  ambaflSdors  are  allowed  forty  days  before  they  appear  d^rstm^hi 
ift  publk ;  duriag  which  tl^ey  prcx:ure  mafters  of  ceremonies  ^y  «»^^' 
toiaftraft.  them  in  all  the  formalities  belonging  to  their  cha-  ^  *^^ww- 
nSer;  and  if  they  (hould  chance  to  mifs  in  any  of  them,  for  *'^* 
,Wt  of  having  been  rightly  inftrufted,  the  mafter  is  liable  to 
k  feverely  puniflied  for  his  negleft  "'j  by  the  tribunal  of 
dtes,  before  whom  they  are  obliged  to  perform  and  go  thro* 
twypart  of  that  tedious  exercife,  not  once  nor  twice,  but 
lS,the  members  of  that  court  pronounce  them  perfeft  in 
siery  one  of  them. 

Efen  thofe  of  the  middle,  or  even  lower  rank,  tie  them-^  lUcepftm 
ejies  to  fuch  formalities  as  we  Ihould  think  not  only  ufelefs,  rfftr^^  - 
W  ridiculous  and  troublefome.     Thus,  for  inftance,  when  ^^T^P^u^ 
ttfoa  hath  been  vifiting,  or  entertained  at  a  houfe,  and  is  ^  ^fi*f^^ 
cady  to  mount  his  horfe,  in  order  to  go  home,  the  very  cere-  ^^^^ 
k»y  of  parting  will  take  up  near  half  an  hour.   The  mafter 
i(  the  houfe  comes  out  to  fee  him  on  horfeback ;  whilft  he, 
ttjus  fide,  protefts  that  he  will  rather  fee  the  world  turned 
ftide  dewn,  than  mount  before  him  \  at  length,  with  much 
ittreating  and  proteftatlons  on  both  fides,  the  mafter  retires 
i^Qt  of  fight  till  his  gueft  is  mounted,  and  then  appears  again, 
^d  wiihcs  him  well  home.     This  produces  a  frefh  volley  of 
pHnpUments  on  both  fides  ;  the  one  will  not  go  into  Ks  doors 
^  he  is  got  quite  out  of  light ;  and  the  other  vows  he  will 
pJot  move  one  ftep  till  he  hath  feen  him  in  his  houfe.     He 
complies  again  to  his  gueft,  and '  ftep?  in ;  and,  as  foon  as 
ftc  other  hath  moved  a  few  paces,  comes  oyt,   and  halloos  a 
Ml  adieu  after  him,  which  he  muft  in  civility  tack  about  to 
**ini  with  frefli  bows  and  cringes ;  and,  if  the  peffon  live  at 
I  good  diftance  from  him,  he  will  not  let  him  go  verj  far  be- 
w  he  fends  a  fervant  after  him,  to  wifti  him  a  good  journey, 
jWi  new  compliments,  and  wiflies  of  feeing  him  again  foon. 
This  latter  kind  of  civilities  are  moft  in  vogue  among  tlic  amfmg  tf>t 
"^cantilc  part,  who  are  always  moft  obfequious  and  obUg^  mercMUiU 
to  thofe  thjcy  get  moft  by,  or  can  beft  cheat  or  over-reach  ".   Z^'^- 

The  Chinefe  vary  very  much  in  thdr  ftiape,  air,  and  com-  ^k^r  ^ii- 
pkxbn ;  and  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  be  otherwife  in  a  country  riwus 
^[fuch  vaft  extent,  and  diiFcrent  climates ;  fo  that  it  is  not-/^^'» 
[ffficult  to  diftinguifli  a  fbuthern  from  a  northern  one,  who  ^^f#^-     . 
^^e  thirty  or  more  degrees  afunder ;  the  latter  being  as  fair  ^^^^  ^^^ 
|[i»  fmooth  as  any  'Europeans y  and  the  former  brown  and 
l^arthy  like  the  Tangierines  and  Moroccos  of  Africay  and,  . 

*  Martini,  Ni^uhoff,  Care  w,  Le  Compte,  Dv  Haldi- 

^'*i.  n   Id.  ibid. 

with 
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Shelter,     -go  neat  to'deftroy  them  (A).    Thofe,  therefore,  who  have  the 

care  of  them,  always  provide  them  with  a  flielter  at  the  bottom 

•  of  their  little  pond,  which  is  commonly  made  with  an  earthen 

pin  full  of  holes,  and  turned  Upfide  down,  into  whidi  they 

retreat  when  the  fun,  weather,  or  ai^y  thing  elfe,  difcommodes 

i  them.     Care  is  alfo  taken  to  fhift  their  water   three  or  four 

times  a  week ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  veflel  may  be 

always  kept  full ;  and  to  throw  fonu;  fort  of  weeds  on  the 

Surface  of  it,-  to  fliade  them  from  the  fun. 

Tood.         '    Their  common  food  is  thfe  little  imperceptible  worms  that 

.  are  bred  in  the  water,  pr  the  little  earthy  particles  which  are 

mixed  with  it ; .  but  the  owners  will  now-and  then  throw  fome 

little'  bits  of  pafte,  or,  what  is  ftill  more  agreeable  to  them, 

Tome  wafers,  which,  being  foaked  in  the  water,  are  greedily 

fwallowed  down  by,  and  is  the  propereft  food   for,    thofe 

Fertili^.    little  creatures.   They  breed  ptceedingly  feft  in  hot  countries, 

Spamsn       provided  their  fpawn  be  carefully  fkimmed  off  the  furface  of 

how  pre-    the  water,  where  it  fwims  (which  they  would  otherwife  de- 

jervea,       your),  and  be  put  into   particular  veflels,  to  be  hatched  by 

.    the  fun.     The  veflel  muftlikewife  be  fheltered   from  wind, 

.  (A)Thisistheaccoantwhich  they  make  it  one  of  their  ckicf 
Father  I^  C<?;w/'/^  gives  of  them  ;  pleafures  to    feed#  them  ;   and 
to  which  Du.HaUe  adds,  that^^'will  give  three  or  four croivns 
the  beft  way  of  prefer ving  them  apiece  for  thofe  that   arc 'the 
in  the  winter  is,  to  give  them  moft  beautifully  coloured  and 
no  food  all  that  time  ;  and  that  fhaped ;    thdre    being    perfons 
they    will    live  three    or  four  every-where  who  make  it  their 
months,  that  is,  while  the  cold  chief  bufinefs  to  breed,  and  fetl 
•weather   lafts,    under  the  ice,  them   to  them.     As  for  thofe 
without  any  other   fuftcnance  which   are  bred   up    in  large 
than  what  the  water  underneath  ponds,  they  become  fomeWhat 
affords  them,  even  in  the  large  larger  and  hardier ;  and  are  on- 
open  ponds.     As  for  thofe  that  ly    preferved    there    for    their 
;are  taken  into  the  houfes,  and  fpawn,  which,  when  hatched  in 
kept  in  chinaveflelsclofely  cover-  the  manner  above-mentioned, 
ed,  it  is  certain  they  live  without  raifes  them  to  th^t  beauty,  and 
'  any  other  food ;  and  yet  when  the  variety  of  cplours,  which  make 
^fpring  comes  on,  at  which  fcime  them  fit  for  thofe  of  the  betcer 
they    are   again  removed   into  rank.     The  Way  they  have  to 
.their   ufual   bafons,    they  will  call  thofe  which  breed  in  pon(is 
move  and  fwim  with  as  much  to  the  top  of  the  water,  is  by 
agility  and  brifknefri  as  they  did  the  noife  of  a   clapper,   which 
the  year  before.     The  nobility  the  perfons  who>feed  them  com- 
and  richer  fort  are  fo  fond  of  monly  Ufeforthatend  {70). 
;    them  all  oVcr  the  kingdom,, that 

,  .  (-0)  Vu  HaUe,  -j,U  i.  ^,  19.  fif  3x6^  gf/^^.     V.d.  ^  U  €(m^te,  bttt^  4- 
aJJin, 

ralr.; 
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rain,  arid  told,'  till  they  are  hatched:  at  which  timd  the  GMr. 
joiing  fry  appear  firft  of  a  black  colour,  which  fome  of  them  . 
ftili  retain ;  but  tlie  greateft  part  change  by  degrees  to  red  or 
white,  to  gold  or  filver,  according  to  their  kind,  which  dif- 
plays  itfelf  firft  at  the  tail^  and  thence  fpreads  itfelf  more  of 
lefs  towards  the  middle  of  their  body ;  and,  when  grown  .to 
an  inch  in  length,  may  be  fafely  removed  into  their  native  re- 
fenroirs,  thereto  be  admired  as  a  wonder  of  nature  *'. 

Their  artificial  rarities  are  various  and  numerous,    and  Jrtijlctat 
much  more  frequent,  and  entertaining  to  travellers.   We  fliall  raritia. 
fmgle  out  fome  of  the  moft  curious  and  remarkable  amongft 
them ;  fuch  as,  i .  Their  famed  long  wall,  which  is  the  firft 
and  nobleft  ftrufture  of  all,  and  offers  itfelf  to  si  ftranger  at 
the  very  firft  entrance  into  that  empire  by  land ;  2.  Variety 
of  artificial  mountains,  bridges,  and  caufeways ;  3.  Some  of 
their  ftately  temples  ;  4.  Coloffian  ftatues ;    5.  Their  high 
and  fumptuous  towers  in  feveral  of  their  great  cities  ;  6.  Tbeif  ' 
ftately  triumphal  arches ;  7.  Some  of- their  large  bells,  efpe- 
dally  thofe  of  Pe-king  and   Kang-ton,  which  excel  all  the 
reft.  .  ' 

We  begin  with  their'celebrated  wall,  which  is  juflly  efteem-  Thgfeaf 
ed  the  inoft  ftupendous  work  of  that,  or  any  other  kind,  that  fwal/. 
the  world  can  boaft  of;  it  being  in  length,  according  to  Ma-  Length. 
mllan's  compHtation,  405   leagues,   cxclufive  of  its  wind- 
ings ;  and^  by  Le  Cmnpte,  500  French  leagues,  or  near  1 500 
toSes,  with  the  windings  ;  and  fortified  all  the  Way,  at  propef 
diftances,  with  ftrong  high  towers,  10  the  rtumber  of  3000 
(B),  which,  before  the  conqueft  of  China,  ufcd  to  be  guarded 

by 

•  Le  CoMPTE,  Du  HALDfi,  5f  al. 

.  (B)  That  is,  according  to  ber  of  thefe  towers  according  to 
feme,  at  every  two  bow -ftiot ;  the  extent  of  the  wall ;  whereas 
but  more  abfui'dly,  according  to  they  might  ftand  at  much  great- 
others,  every  mile  or  two  miles ;  er  diftance  in  other  parts  that 
for  in  neither  cafe  could  they  v/cxe  more  difficult  of  accefs  ; 
amount  to  3000 ;  fo  that,  if  the  for  they  have  committed  much 
wall  was  1 50O  miles,  and  thefe  the  fame  error,  with  refpeft  to 
tt)vvers  equidiftant  from  each  the  Ulrength,  materials,  height, 
§ther,  there  could  be  but  half  a  .and  thicknefs,  of  the  wall  it- 
inile  fpace  between  each  of  felf,  judging  it  to  be  every- 
them.  where  the  fame  as  they  fawit  ia' 
The  truth  IS,  fome hnye  mag-  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Pr- 
nilied  that  .work  at  a  ftiange  yfz?/?,  where  it  is  built  of  ftone 
rate;  and,  from  their  neamefs  ind  brick  ftrongly  cemented, 
to  each  other  in  foinq  parts,  and  very  high^  ftout,  and  folid  1 
have  perhaps  iliferrcd'the  num-  whereas  thofe  who  have  fince 
■  Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  Viil.  T  tal^ep 
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^  neat  to  deftroy  them  (A).  Thofe,  therefore,  who  have  dii^ 
.care  of  them,  always  provide  them  with  a  fhelter  at  the  bottoai'^ 
•  of  their  little  pond,  which  is  commonly  made  with  an  earthet^ 
pin  full  of  holes,  and  turned  tipfide  down,  into  which  thcf , 
retreat  when  the  fun,  weather,  or  ai^y  thing  elfe,  difcommodfll: 
them.  Care  is  alfo  taken  to  fhift  their  water  three  or  foif, 
times  a  week ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  veflel  may  h 
always  kept  full  ;'  and  to  throw  fom<;  fort  of  weeds  on 
furface  of  it,-  to  fliade  them  from  the  fun. 

Their  common  food  is  the  little  imperceptible  worms  tk 
are  bred  in  the  water,  pr  the  little  earthy  particles  which 
mixed  with  it ; ,  but  the  owners  will  now-and  then  throw  fc 
.  little  bits  of  pafte,  or,  what  is  ftill  more  agreeable  to  dia 
.fome  wafers,  which,  being  foaked  in  the  water,  are  g 
fwallowed  down  by,  and  is  the  propereft  food  for, 
little  creatures.  They  breed  exceedingly  feft  in  hot  couni 
provided  their  fpawn  be  carefully  fkimmed  off  the  furface 
the  water,  where  it  fwims  (which  they  would  otherwife  i 
vour),  and  be  put  into  particular  veflels,  to  be  hatched 
the  fun.     The  veflel  muftlikewife  be  fheltered  from 


.  .  (A) This  is  the  acconntwhich 
Father  Le  Coptpte  gives  of  them-; 
to  which  DuHalde  ^dds,  that^^ 
the  beft  way  of  prefer ving  them 
in  the  winter  is,  to  give  them 
no  food  all  that  time  ;  and  that 
they  will  live  three  or  four 
months,  that  is,  while  the  cold 
•weather  lails,  under  the  ice, 
without  any  other  fdlenance 
than  what  the  water  underneath 
affords  them,  even  in  the  large 
open  ponds.  As  for  thofe  that 
•are  taken  into  the  houfes,  and 
kept  in  china  vefTels  clofely  cover- 
ed, it  is  certain  they  live  without 
'  any  other  food;  and  yet  when  the 
/fpring  comes  on,  at  which  time 
-they  are  again  removed  into 
.their  ufual  bafons,  they  will 
move  and  fwim  with  as  much 
agility  and  brilknefs  os  they  did 
the  year  before.  The  nobility 
and  richer  fort  are  fo  fond  of 
them  all  oVer  the  kingdom,  ^that 


they  make  it  one  of  their 
pleafures  to   feed#  them  ; 
will  give  three  or  four  cr 
apiece  for  thofe  that  are 
moft  beautifully  coloured 
fhaped ;    thdre   being    petfi 
every-where  who  make  it  d 
chief  buiinefs  to  breed,  and 
them   to  them.     As  for 
which   are  bred   up    in 
ponds,  they  become  ^om( 
larger  and  hardier ;  and  are 
ly    preferved    there    for  t 
fpawn,  which«  when  hatched! 
the  manner  above-mentioi 
raifes  them  to  that  beauty, 
variety  of  cplours,  which  mah 
them  fit  for  thofe  of  the  bettS 
rank.     The  Way  they  havetft 
call  thofe  which  breed  in  ponfc 
to  th«  top  of  the  water,  is  ^ 
the  noife  o(  a   clapper,  whidi^ 
the  perfons  who>feed  them  coa^ 
mouly  tife  for  that  end  (70). 


.  (-0)  Vu  UaUe,  v,U  i.  f,  19, 
ad  Jin, 
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raioj  arid  told,'  till  they  are  hatched:  at  which  timd  thiColokr. 
joiihg  fry  appear  ^ti\.  of  a  black  colour,  which  fome  of  them  . 
ftill  retain ;  but  tlie  greateft  part  change  by  degrees  to  red  or 
white,  to  gold  or  filver,  according  to  their  kind,  which  dif- 
plays  Itfelf  firft  at  the  tail,  and  thence  fpreads  itfelf  more  of 
lefs  towards  the  middle  of  their  body;  and,  when  grown  .to 
an  inch  in  length,  may  be  fafely  removed  into  their  native  re- 
fervoirs,  there?  to  be  admired  as  a  wonder  of  nature  ^, 

"Their  artificial  rarities  are  various  arid  numerous,    And  Jrtifiaal 
much  more  frequent,  and  entertaining  to  travellers. .  We  fhall  rarities. 
fingle  out  fome  of  the  moft  curious  and  remarkable  amongft 
them ;  fuch  as,  i .  Their  famed  long  wall,  which  is  the  firft 
and  noblefl:  ftrufture  of  all,  and  ofFei^  itfelf  to  ^  ftranger  at 
the  very  firft  entrance  into  that  empire  by  land ;  2.  Variety 
of  artificial  mountains,  bridges,  and  caufeways ;  3*  Some  of  . 
their  ftately  temples;  4.  Coloffian  ftatues ;    5.  Their  high 
and  fumptuous  towers  in  feveral  of  their  great  cities  ;  6.  Their'  ' 
ftately  triumphal  arches  ;  7.  Some  of- their  large  belk,  efpe- 
dally  thofe  of  Pe-king  and   Kang-ton,  which  excel  all  die 
reft.  .  ' 

We  begin  with  their'celebrated  wall,  which  is  juftly  efteem-  fhigtea^ 
cd  the  moft  ftupendous  work  of  that,  or  any  other  kind,  that  fwalL 
the  world  can  boaft  of;  it  being  in  length,  dccprding  to  Ma-  Length. 
paillans  computation,  405   leagues,'  cxclufive  of  its  wind- 
ings ;  and^  by  Le  Compte,  500  French  leagues,  or  near  1 500 
tirilej,  with  the  windings  ;  and  fortified  all  the  Way,  at  propef 
diftances,  with  ftrong  high  towers,  10  the  riumber  of  3009 
(B),  which,  before  the  conqueft  o{  China,  ufed  to  be  guarded 

by 

.      •  Le  CoMPTE,  Du  HALDfi,  5fal. 

(B)  That  is,  according  to  ber  of  thefe  towers  according  to 
rome,  ix.  ev^ry  two  bow-lhot ;  the  extent  of  the  wall ;  whereas  . 
but  more  abfui'dly,  according  to  they  might  ftand  at  much  great- 
others,  every  mile  or  two  miles ;  er  diftance  in  other  parts  that 
fer  in  neither  cafe  could  they  v/cxe  more  difficult  of  accefs  } 
amount  to  3000;  fd  that,^if  the  for  they  have  committed  much 
wall  was  1 50O  miles,  aiid  thefe  the  fame  error,  with  refpeft  to 
tovvcrs  equidiftant  from  each  the  ^ftrength,  materials,  height, 
6tKer,  there  could  b6  but  half  a  .and  thicCnefs,  of  the  wall  it- 
toile  fpace  between  each  of  felf,  judging  it  to  be  every- 
tlicm.  where  the  fame  as  they  faw  it  ia' 
The  truth  is,  fome hnye  mag-  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Pr- 
nified  that  .work  ar  a  ftrange  king,  where  it  is  built  of  ftone 
'  fate;  and,  from  their  neamefs  ind  brick  ftrongly  cemented, 
to  each  other  in  fomq  parts,  and  very  higK  ftout,  and  folid  1 
^avc  perhaps  i*nfdrri.d 'the  nufn-  whereas  thofe  who  have  fince 
'  Mod.  Hist.  V©}.VUI.  T                        u^ep 
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Jntienf     by  a  milUoQ  of  foldiers  :  but,  fince  then,  they  only  iCetp  garri-* 
garri/ofu.  fons  in  thofe  places  which  are  moft  eafy  of  accefe,  viz,  at  Fiotn* 
yif,  Tay-tong'/Uf  Ning-kia^  Ta-lin,  Siang-chew,  Sian-ning^  and 
So^chew  \  befides  which,  the  mountains  within  the  wall  »6 
reckoned  fufiicient  to  defend  China  againft  the  Tartan  ^ ;  how- 
ever, as  It  was  originally  intended  to  cover  the  three  aorthoit 
provinces  of  Pe-che-li,  Shan-Ji^  and  Shen-fiy  from  any  attack 
Extent,      from  tjiat  quarter,  it  begins  at  the  latter  of  them,  which  liei. 
on  the  north- w^eft  of  China^  in  about  38  degrees  of  latitude, 
and  is  carried  on,  over  mountains  and  vallics,  rivers  and  deq^ 
marflies,  firft  to  the  north-eail,  as  far  as  the  4  2d  degree  «| 
latitude,  then  fouth-eafterly  to  the  39th,  and  terminates  ft.j 
the  Whang'hayy  or  Tellorw  Sea^  at  the  40th  degree,  whesB^' 
ftands  the  famous  gate  called  Shang-hay-qua/i,  and  from  whic| 
it  di^ddes  the  province  of  Pe-che-li  within  from  that  of  Lya»^ 
tong  Nidthout ;    and  thence,  weflward,  the  other  two  pr** 
'  ^^fi  ,        vinces  from  Tartary.     But  though  the  difbnce  from  one  eui 
nvtndings.  ^f  this  wall  to  the  other  be  hardly  above  700  or  800  mik% 
in  a  direft  line  from,  weft  to  eaft,  yet,  if  we  take  in  alfo  dlfi 
various  windings  north  and  foath,  and  the  many  afcents  aa| 
defcents  over  the  high  hills  and  dales  which  are  betweei^' 
we  can  hardly  allow  lefs  than.twice  that  number  to  the  wljolfe 
length  of  the  wall  g, 
Bywhom       THIS  ftupendous  fabric  waS  built,  according  to  fomc,  bf 
kmilt.        tkQ  tmptror  Chi-ha-ham-ti ;  and,  according  to  others,  by^i^. 
ivhang'tiy  or,  as  others  call  him,  Shing'Jhi*whangy  2i5y€»i 
before  Chrifl  ^ ;  and  is  built  here  and  there  on  fuch  Mn^ 

*"  See  Hiftoric,  Obfervations  on  Tartary,  ap.  Du  Halde,  vol.ii.' 
]>•  263.  (  lid.  ibid.  vid.  &  Martini,  Kercher,  Niev- 

HOFr,  &  al.  fua  citat.  ^  Du  Hal»s,  voL  i.  p.  20. 172* 

.262.  &  alib.     Lb  Compte,  letter  3.  &  al.  1 

.taken  a  more  accurate  view  of  earth,  or  is  father  a  kind  of 
it  (71),  aiTure  us,  that  it  runs  at  mud  rampart,  not  only  very  de« 
moil:  but  about  600  miles  in  that  feclive  in  many  places,  inib* 
manner,  that  is,  from  the  much  that  they  were  obliged^ 
Whang'ho,  oxTeltonv  Sea,  to  the  build,  at  every  fo^r  leagues  di- 
province  of  Shan-fiy  where  it  'ftance,  ftrong  forts  on  the  in- 
hath  feveral  other  faces  befides,  £de,  to  defend  them»  but  the  far 
which  form  double,  and  fome-  greater  part  of  the  towers  be- 
times treble,  inclpfures  for  the  longing  to  it^  were  of  earth; 
iecurity  of  the  moll  corifidefjlble  thofe  that  were  of  brick  or 
palTes  i  but^  from  the  entrance  done  being  but  few  in  conpa- 
into  that  province,  to  its  very  rifon  of  them. 
end  \xi  the  weft,  it  is  all  built  of  \ 

(yiy  TiV.  Ohfifvaumfiurk  on  TarUrj^  ap,  ^  Mdf^  W.^ii.  f.if^* 
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and  mountains;  as  feem  altogether  inaccefSble ;  and  ia 

!ier  parts  over  v^ide  and  rapid  rivers,  and  fuch  marfhes  and 

jldy  hollows,  as  one  would  judge  incapable  of  admitting  a 

Ifident  foundation  to  fupport  fuch  a  prodigious  weight. 

iie-hdght  of  it  varies  according  to  the  ground  ;  but  is  no-  Htighn 

here  leis  than  20,  nor  higher  than  30  feet;  and  the  breadth 

>at  1 5  feet,  or  wide  enough  for  five  or  fix  people  to  ride 

(C),  and  extraordinarily  well  paved  all  the  way.    It 

3ntinued  boxa  one  end  to  the  other  without  any  interrup** 

\y  except  at  the  enifrance  of  the  Whang^bo  into  the  CUnefe 

kpire,  and  near  the  city  of  Se^chwn^  in  Ac  province  of  ?£- 

r*A\  -where,  inftead  of  it,  the  country  is  guarded  by  high 

inaccefSble  mountains ;' but  is  continuous  every*wl^e 

:  and  though^  other  rivers  flow  likewife  from  Tartary  into  Aivers 

\  Chinefi  territories,  and  fome  of  them  run  in  and  out  dirunmidir 

more  than  once,  they  all  run  under  lately  high  arches  ^*^* 
je  in  the  walls;  and  fo  ftrongly  buth,  that  thdrcurrent, 
;h  rapid,  hath  not  hitherto  caufed  the  leaft  breach  or 

:  in  them.    The  lame  may  be  faid  of  the  wall  it-  Strmffhl 

f,  and  its  ftout  high  towers,  fo  far  as  both  are  bbilt  ^th 

|lck  and  ftone,  though  both  have  Isdn  expofed  to  all  winds 

~  weathers  almoft  2000  years :  l)ut  as  tq  the  weflerti  part 

it,  which,  as  we  (hewed  in  a  former  note  (B),  is  built  of 

\  it  is  gone  to  decay  in  many  places,  and  hath  been  fe* 

1  times  repaired  by  the  government.    The  former,  how* 

r,  is  only  cafed  on  the  outiide  with  bricjc  or  flone,  and 

fpace  between  them  filled  with  iinne  ih^ng  morter^  fand» 


(C)  So  fays  Father  TUps^  who 
wa  emploved  by  the  emperpr 
to  make  the  maps  of  the  em- 
pire, and  had  been  often  on 
tBe  top  of  it ;  though  JJbrands 
UeSf  and  others,  mSke  it  wide 
tnoogh  for  jeight  horfcmen  to 
xide  abreaft^  upon  it;  fo  that 
wiien  .Xf  Compti  tells  us.  it  is 
botfour,  or  at  moil  five,  feet  in 
^icknei^  (72),  it  is  plain  it 
a&oft  be  fome  error  of  the  pnpt- 
€r,  or  of  his  tranflator,  and  tfetat 
ke  muft  have  meant  i  at  leaft 
yards,  if  not  toifes,  which  are 
equivalent  to  two  of  our  yards.' 

Some  tell  uf,  that  its  height 
is  every -where  alike,  wheeler 
oniht  top  of  the  higheft  motafc« 


uins,  or  at  the  bottom  of  them^ 
and  in  the  plains,  that  is,  four 
fathoms,  or  twenty-foor,  feet^ 
accor(iing  to  fome ;  and  thirty 
feet,  according  to  others;  which 
difagreement  itfelf  would  be 
fttficient  to  convince  us  of  the 
contrary,  did  not  tbereafon  of  thb 
thing,  and  the  known  o^conomy 
of  the  Chinefi  nation,  perfoade 
us  that  they  would  hardly  have 
beftowed  equal  cbft  and  labour 
every-where  alike,  merely  fojT 
the  fake  of  pbferving  an  uni- 
formity in  the  work  ;  for  that 
wo^ld  leather  expofe  their  folly 
than  wifdom,  forwhich  they  fo 
highly  value  themfel^eSi 


(71;   U  CQPI^t,  Ittttf  \. 
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•  and  other  TUbbifti;  but  fo  ftrongly  ^emeated,  ^s  to  be  -of-- 

equal  hardnefs  with  the  reft.         ,    '  ,  .» 

Tbefirft         The  buhvaric,  at  which  tiys  noble  wall  begins,  attheeaJEj 

bulwark     ^^  is  3  i^gg  p^e  Qf  fteiie  raifed  in  the  fea,  upoa  afouT«k»j 

founded  tn  ^^^^  y^^^  ^^  ^  number  of  ihips  funk  into  it  by  a  fto.peadoof 

thejea,      ygight  of  iron,  and  huge  ftones  with  which  they  were  laden, 

'  in  Order  to  fecure  the  fuperftrufture  from  finking*   The  wori| 

is  well  terrafTed  and  cafed  w  ith  brick  and  ftone  j  and  the  ^ 

chiteft  was  obliged,  uBtder  pain  of  death,  to  cemeat  them  {\ 

ftrongly  together,  that  a  nail  ihould  not  be  driven  between  them jj 

,     which  cement  runs  through  the  whole  work.     This  biUwarl^ 

Eaftern      ftands  in  near  the  fame  latitude  with  Peeking,  and  at  a  imA 

gate.  diftance  weftward  frooi  it  is  to  be  feen  the  firft  gate  calWJ^ 

Shang'hay-quangf  of  an  ex^traordinary  height  and  ftrengtli^ 

The  other  gates  are  built  much  in  the  fame  manner ;  aoji 

every  one  of  them  is  deff  qded  by  a  ftout  fort  built  <wi  th% 

Ch'uiefe  fide.     Upon  t!*e  whole,-  it  is  a  |lupcndous  work;  iiod^ 

confidering  the  height  of  fome  of  the  mountains  on  whidi  % 

^  runs,  and  the  marlhy,  dry,  fandy,  and  barren  grounds,  ,oi| 

^         which  other  parts  are  built,  one  cannot  but  admire  how  ii( 

qould  be  carried  on  to  that  height  and  thicknefs,  and  foch^ 

.  yaft  length,  confidering  that  in  many  places  the  bricks^  ftpnesj 

naorter,  and  all  other  neceffarics  tor  the  work,  muft  ha^^ 

been  brought  thither  from  a  great  diftance,  and  with  iaci^v 

JII  finijh'  diblecoft  and  labour  :  and  what  adds  ftill  more  to  the  woa^ 

ed  infinje    ^j.,  if'  wc  may  believe  their  records,  is,  that  the  whole  v% 

^^''^*        finifhed  in  five  years  tLoje*.     They  add,  that  the  empew| 

obliged  every  third  man  out  of  each. province  of  his  empire,- 

yl^o  was  of  aa  age  fi^  for  the  work,  to  help  to.  complete  jt^. 

£b  th^  he  lived  to  fee  his  dominions  fenced  on  every  fide,  ani 

fevered  in  ^me  meaftire  from-  the  reft  of  thp  world  by  tit 

ftrongeft  barriers  ;  viz.  on  the-nqrth  by  this  new  and  extni^ 

ordinary  rampart ;  on  the  weft  by  high  and  inaccdTiWe,  mo# 

rains,  and  vaft  fandy  deferts  ;  and  by  the  wide  ocean  onthtf 

{outh  and  eaft. 

Artificial       Jhe  next  fort  of  artificial  curlofities  of  China^jixit  we  rea^ 

mountains,  qf^  Jg  their  mountains  fabricated  into  various,  (hapes  ctf  aeOi 

ivbether     j^orfes,  birds,  ^c,  which,  if  really  fuch,  muft  be  w^rksof 

really jucb.  jmjngQf^  labour  as  well  as  time  ;  aa^beibg,  to  ail  appeailaacc^ 

defigned  merely  to  pleafe  the  fight,^=ahd  ta  fet  the  fpeftatorsi 

gazing,  can  ferve  no  other  end  than  expofing  the  ill  taftcrf 

the  Chinefe,  for  beftowing  fo  much  of  either  upon  fuch  feo* 

taftic  and  unnatural  oddities.     But  this  feems  to  us  too  oppo- 


*  DwHalde,  vol.  i.  p.  ao.  172,262,  &  alib.   Lfi  Compti, 
letter  3.  &  ai.  fup.  citac. 
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flit  to  their  natural  prudence  arid  oeconomyj  to  be  eafily  cre- 
dited ;  and  though  we  are  told,  that  their  notion  of  them, 
cfpecialjy  among  the  fuperfHtious  vulgar,  is,  that  they  are  the 
Vork  of  demons,  and  the  refiilf  of  a  deep'infight  into  mia- 
gic ;  Avhich  feems  to  intimate,  as  if  they  bore  fo  near  a  refem- 
blance  to  'thofe  creatures,  as  could  hardly  be  given  to  theih 
by  human  art ;  yet,  till  we  have  ^better  authprity  than  w6 
have  of  their  doing  fo,  we  fhall  look  upon  them  rather  as  the 
effeft  of  chance,  affifted  by  a  ftrong  fancy,  to  fupply  what  is 
Wanting  to  complete  the  pretended  rcfemblance.     However 
that  be ,  we  think  <5uiTelves  obliged  to  give  oUr  readers  one 
mftance  at  leaft  of  them,  ^ that  "W'c  may  not  be  blamed  for 
omitting  what  other  authors'have  fpoken  of  with  fo  much  admi- 
ration, and  that  fhall  be  one  of  the  mofl  remarkable  of  all  the,  . 
reft  ;  viz^  the  famed  moitntain  of  the  five  horfes  heads  ;  and 
fo  called  from  its  five  fummits,  which  are  faid,  at  a '  diftance, 
to  bear  a  near  refemblance  to  them.     It  muft  be  owned,  that 
none  of  them  pretend  to  have  gone  near  enough  to  know  whe-  . 
ther  that  feenrung  likenefs  was  wrought  by  dint  of  labour  of 
the  chifFel  and  mallet,  nor  whether  it  appeared  the  fame  at  any 
point  of  fight,  or  only  at  that  which  they  viewed  them  from  : 
fo  that  the  bnly  wonder  feems  to  be  in  the  number  of  heads ;   ' 
for,  as  to  Other  mountains  that  are  faid  to  bear  a  refemblance   ' 
of  a  bird,  horfe,  dog,  or  any  other  fingle  animal,  thofe  who 
We  but  travelled  over  the  Alps  or  Pyrenees ^  will  find  enough 
of  fuch  cragged  rocks  09  the  tops  of  thofe  mountains,  whicK 
a  warm  imagination  will  eafily  conceive  to  bear  a  near  refem- 
blance to  thofe,  or  a  variety  of  other  creatures  ;  arid  where, 
did  fuperftition  and  prieftcraft  reign  fo  much  as  they  do  in 
Ciwfl,  the  people  might  be  made  to  believe  them  to  have  been 
the  work  of  demons,  or  of  fome  famous  conjurers. 

Not  but  there  are  other  mountains  mChma,^  fabricated  in  Others  of  a 
fuch  a  manner  as  muft  appear  the  work  of  art,  and  to  .have  different 
required  immenfe  labour;  at  leaft  we  read  of  fonle  that' are A^'"'*^^*   . 
perfcMrated  quite  through  in  many  places,  and  feem  rather  a  ^"'*^* 
parcel  of  irregular  rocks,  or  fmall  mountains,  caft  up  at  ran- 
dom one  upon  another,  and  have  on  the  top  either  a  temple, 
Jiionaftery,  or  fome  other  curious  building ;  of  others  that 
?rc  filled  with  large  fpacious  caverns  ;  a  third/  fort  that  have 
roads  cut  through  them  of  a  confiderable  length ;  fome  clofe      -    - 
^ii"  tile  top,  and  others  cut  open  quite  up  to  it.     There  i§  Nolle 
^ne,  in  particular j;  in  the  prqvinc^e  of  Fo-kyeriy  and  near  the  caufe^ajs 
f^^f  Hia0':wha-fu,  or,  as  others  call  it,  HMgoa^  which  is  ^^^^f  ^^^ 
^t  !>etween  twp ,  mountairAS,  of  a  confiderable  height,  tad  *^'^ 
V<;dy  p^ve'd  the  length  of  twelve  miles,  and  fliad^d  on  each 
'        T  3  'fide 
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fide  by  trees  planted  at  proper  diftances  all  the  way^;  btt 
indeed  moft  of  the  roads  round  that  city  are  paved  in  dn 
frme  manner  with  fquare  ftones,  and  planted  with  iha^ 
trees,  the  towns  and  villages  about  it  Aanding  fo  thick,  thi 
they  fcem  to  be  but  one  continued  town  ^  ;  and  it  muft  lie 
owned,  that  the  Chinefe  are  not  wanting  in  any  coft  or  labosr 
to  make  their  caufeways  and  roads  as  eafy  and  pleafant  fit 
travellers  as  they  poflibly  can"  ;  and  this  makes  them.bidt 
fo  many  fine  ftately  bridges,  not  only  over  their -rivers  aa| 
canals,  but  even  from  one  mountain  to  another,  which  isii 
third  fort  of  their  a.rtiiicial  rarities. 
Bridges.  We  have  akeady  defcribed  feveral  of  them  in  the  gcogflr 
phib  part ;  but,  as  it  would  be  endlefs  to  fpeak  even  of  (h 
moft  curious  of  them  throughout  the  country  (for  the  othH 
fort  are  without  number),  we  Ihall  content  ourfelves  with  di 
fcribing  two  or  three  of  the  moft  celebrated,  to  give  oar 
readers  an  idea  of  the  excellent  tafte  of  the  nation  in  thcfekiudi 
A  ftately  of  work  alfo.  That  called  Lu-ko-kyau^  feven  or  ^ht  miki 
m  near  weft  ward  of  Pe-king^  was  one  of  the  fineft  that  ever  was  liae% 
Peking,  before  part  of  it  was  broken  down  by  a  land-flood.  It  vil 
built  all  of  white  marble,  curioufly  wrought  and  pollfljd 
It  had  feventy  pillars  on  each  fide,  divided  by  cartridges  rf 
'fine  marble  beautifully  carved  with  flowers,  foliages,  binl|> 
,  ,  beafts,  and  variety  of  other  ornaments.  On  each  fide  oi  (fe 
entrance  on  the  bridge,  at  the  eaft  end,  ftood  two  lions,  of  a| 
extraordinary  fize,  on  two  curious  pedcftals  likewife  o(  mar- 
ble, with  feveral  other  fmaller  lions  in  different  attitudes; 
fome  climbing  on  the  backs  of  the  great  ones,  others  leajHig 
off,  others  crawling  between  their  legs. 
Tnvo  At  the  othei-  end  oi  the  bridge  ftood  likewife 'two  othff 

9th-rs^  like  curious  pedeftals,  on  which  were  carved  two  children  with  tit 
each  otber^  fame  fkill,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  work  was  anfweraWe  to  it'. 
^^^'''^^  Father  Gerbilhn  mentions  two  more  of  the  fame  kind,  of  to 
length  ««^  marble,  and  exaftly  like  each  other  in  their  fabricature,  orna- 
beauty,       ^cnts,  6c.  ;  one  on  one  fide  of  the  city  of  Cha-hot  jo^' 
from  Pe-kingt  and  the  other  on  the  other  fide  of  that  place; 
their  length  was  60  geometric  paces,  sand  their. breadth  be- 
tween fix  and  feven,  and  the  pavement, and  parapets  were  of 
huge  blocks  of  the  fame  ftone  <>.     This  fort  of  bridges  is,  the 
moft  common  in  the  empire,  ar:d  of  which  we  may  fay  diat  the 
Chinefe  fpare  neither  for  length,  breadth,  beauty,  nor  ftcngthi 

*  Kercher,  Martini,  La  Martiniere^  &  al.  fop.citat. 
J  lid.  ibid.  «  See  before,  p.  78.  »  Du  nAiJfh 

vol.  j.  p.  288.  •  Travels  into  weftern.Tartary,  ap.  toxA. 
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in  the  building  of  them ;  fome  of  th^mconiifting  of  upwards 
of  loo  lofty  atches,  and  are  above  i6o  fathom  in  lengthy  as 
is  that  of  the  city  oiFu'ehewy  or,  as  others  call  it,  Ox-u^  ca- 
pital of  the  province  of  Fo-kyen,  which  is  built  acrofs  the  bay, 
all  of  fine  white  ftone  P  (D). 

They  have  a  fecond  fort,  which  are  built  upon  barges,  JJicmtd 
fome  of  which  are  of  a  very  great  kngth.     One  of  thefe,  in/ort  huili 
particular,  built  over  the  river  Kyang^  at  the  place  where  the^*  boats. 
Kan  falls  into  it,  confifts  of  1 30  barges  ftrongly  chained  to 
one  another, .  yet  fo  as  to  be  parted,  and  to  open  a  way  \sh, 
any  part  of  it,  to  let  the  veflels  pafs  which  continually  fail 
up  and  down  the  river.     Thet-e  are  great  numbers  of  this  fort      ' 
likewife  all  over  the  flat  countries,  they  being  much  more 
convenient  in  thofe  parts  where  the  trafHck  is  chiefly  carried 
on  by  water. 

P  Du  Halde,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 


(1))  There  is  one  ftill  more 
ftupendiDus  at  the  city  of  Swuen- 
cbew.fu^  which  is  built  over  the 
point  of  an  arm  of  the  fea, 
which  otherwife  moft  be  crofled 
in  a  bark,  and  very  often  not 
without  danger.  It  is  i^zoChi- 
^fe  feet  in  length,  and  20  in 
breadth,  and  is  fupported  by 
252  huge  piers,  126/  on  each 
fide.  All  the  Hones  of  it  are 
of  a  greyilh  colour,  and  of  the 
fame  length  and  thicknefs,  as 
Well  thofe  which  crofs  from  pier 
to  pier,  as  thofe  which  are  laid 
acrofs,  and  join  them  to  each 
other  (73).  The  greateft  won- 
kier is,  how  they  could  cut  or 
pUce  Hones,  of  fuch  enormous 
weight  as  thefe  are,  high  enough 
for  large  veiTels  to  pafs  u|ider- 
neath. 

As  for  the  more  common  fort 
of  bridges,  ^eir  way  of  build* 
lag, them  is  more  eafily  under- 
wood, and  appears  to  be  this  : 
As  foon  as  they  had^nifhedthe 
&de9  of  the  arch  next  to  the 


land,  or,  if  of  more  arches  than 
one,  the  piers  that  ftand  be- 
tween them,  they  proceeded  to 
lay  on  the  Hones,  which  are 
commonly  not  above  four  or 
£ve  feet  long,  and  half  a  foot 
broad,  alternately  upright  and 
crofs -wife,  fo  that  the  key 
Hones  lay  always  horizofllCally, 
The  (op  of  the  arch  is  uTually  no 
thicker  than  that  of  thefe  Hones  1 
and  becaufe  the  bridges,  efpe* 
cially  thofs  which  have  but  one 
arch,  are  fometimes  40  or  50 « 
feet  between  the  piers,  and  con* 
fequentlymuch  higher  than  the 
caofeway ;  the  afcent  on  both 
fides  is  by  eafy  Hat  Heps,  not 
abbve  three  inches  thick,  which 
makes  it  fomewhat inconvenient 
for  horfes  and  carriages  to  go 
up  and  down  them  (74)  ;  and 
miebt  be  eafily  obviated,  by 
muting  the  afcent  and  defcent 
more  even ;  but,  in  other  re- 
fpeds,  they  are  generally  well 
contrived. 


4^,. 


(Ti)  I)u  Ualdt,  uhifup,  p.  17,  (74)  Jkii,  pt  «?7» 
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J  third       '  Th£KE  IS  ftiil  a  third  fort,  more  furprifmg  dian  tbe  twq 

f&rti  from  former,  which  are  built  fome.  over  rivers,  and  othors  over  a 

mountain    valley,  and  join  two  mountains  together.     Of  this  fort,  wo 

to  moun-     ^^^  of  one  which  confifts  'of  hat  one-intire  ^rch,  which  19 

^410.  ^reckoned  400  cubits  long,  ani^joo  in  height,  and  is,  bf 

'  travellers,  ftyled  Pons  vqlans^  or  .the  flying  bridge  **.     That 

which  was  formerly  built  over  feveral  high  hills,  on  the  rood 

to  Hang'chong'fuy  in  the  proviiice  of  Sbenfty  is  ftill  more  (h|t  * 

pendous.    We  are  told,  that  iqo,ooo  men  were  employed  ui 

,  it,  10  level  fome  of  the  hills,  and  to  build  arches  from  moniiv- 

tain  to  mountain,  fupporting  them  with  pillars,  of  a  monftrofif 

height  and  thicknefs,  where  the  inteiTening  valley  proved  tx» 

wide.     There  are  feveral  of  thefe  bridges  that  form  part'^ 

the  road  above-mentioned ;  and  fome  of  them  of  fuch  height^ 

that  one  cannot  look  downwards  without  terror.;  for  whi^ 

reafon,  they  arp  all  well  railed  on  each  fide,  for  the  fecurity' 

' .  pf  pafTengers  \    And  thus  nauch  may  fufRce  for  this  third  fort 

of  aitifidal  rarities  %         .  ... 

frtumphal  '   The  next  kind  of  curiofity  that  entertains  the  travellers,  i| 

^rches^       ^eir  beautiful  triuniphal  arphes^  whi<:h  are  to  be  feen,  i^ 

great  nuuibers,  not  only  in  51II  their  cities,  but  on  the  mQuo- 

tains  and  eminences  along  the  roads.     Thefe  were  originally 

crefted  in  memory  of  their  heroes,  whether  princes,  generals, 

-     -         philofophers,  or  minifters  of  ftate,  who  had  fignalized  thcBH 

felves  for  fome^ great  aftions,  or  fome  eminent  fervices,  doa| 

to  the  public.  *The  number  of  thof^  that  have  been  ere^ 

to  fuch  heroes  is  computed  to  amount  to  above  1 100,  amori^, 

•     which,  there  are  near  200  of  exquifite;  beauty  and  grandentj 

^ome  Thqre  is  befides,  a  fmall  number  of  others,  no  lefs  noble  afla 

(reBedto    beautiful,  ere6led  to  fevcral  of^ heir  iUuftrious  women,  whc^ 

%uomen,      wifdom  and  virtue  have  intitled  them  to  the  fame  glorious  hk^ 

Buments,  as  well  a&  to  a  place  in  the  Chinefe  hiJ[lor}%  arid  ia 

the  works  of  their  moft  famous  poets  (E). 

*    These  monumental  ftrijftures  confift  moftly  of  one,  or,  at 

moft,  three  arches,  the  middle  of, which  is  lofty  and  fpadous, 

^  Kercher,'  Martini,  &  31.  *  Du  (iALp^,  &  jj.  fupi 

f:itat.  «  lid.  ibid. 

(E)  The  male  worthies  re-  whether  virgins,  wives,  orwr- 

eorded  in  their  hiftory,includihg  dows,   who  are    recorded  fcf 

^ofe  who  have  been  famed  for  their  chaftity,    piety,   or  anf 

their  virtue  and  piety, -as  well  other  eminent  virtues,  either  oa 

as   for  valour,   learning,   i!fc.  thofe  monumentar arches,  or  ij| 

amount  to  about  .3636  ;    arid  the   Chinefe  annals,    ^  about 

^e  number   0/  the  ftmales,  298^(75). 

.7  (75)  Le  Qcmfti^PuJ^lde,  K^rtini,  fif  tf4 


nients^ 


C.  It  ^he  Hijiorf  of  t\m%.  t^y 

md  the  other  two  on  eafch  llcle  of  it  are  of  a  Ttnaller  Rze  and 
beauty.    Some  of  them  are  of  wood,  except  the  marble  pc- 
deftal ;  others  are  of  iloh^  and  others  partly  ftone,  and  partly 
wood-     8911^6  of  them    are  wrought  with  exquifite  ikill, 
^j3ccially  tltofe  of  the  oldeft  ftanding ;  while  jnoft  of  thofe  of 
i  more  modern  date  are  fo  clumfy,  and  ill-defigned,  as  to  de- 
Gtfve  fcarcely  any  attention  (F),     Their  height  is  commonly 
between  twenty  and  twenty-five  feet,  few  above ;  the  whole  Their 
rariegated  with  figures  of  men,  antics,  birds,  hearts,., ^c.  m-mair^ 
various  attitudes,  feftoons,  and  other  ornaments,  indifferently  height^ 
carved ;  the  relievo'j  of  fomc  of  which  are  fo^bold,  that  they  ^^• 
feem  to  be  feparatf d  from  the  work.  Upon  the  whole,  though 
fltey  are  but.flightly  built,  yet,  when  placed  to  advantage,  as 
in  a  narrow  ftrcet,  where  two  ftreets  crofs  each  other,  or 
\el  the  center  of  a  fquare,  and  if  in  the  country,  at  a  duo 
Cflance  from  the  road,  and  a  right  point  of  fight,  afford  no 
difagr^able  delight  to  the  beholders  \ 

To  thefe,   we  might  add  their  burying-places,    and  the  Sepukhr^ 
noble  buildings  reared  on  thofe  of  great  pien,  which,  at  a  monu- 

*  Le  Compte,  Martini,   Kercher,  &  al.  fap.  cita^.  Vide 
ft  Du  Ha|:.j}e,  vol.  i,  |).  17,  A:  288. 

(F)  The  ornamental  part  of  fince  their  late  conqueft,  fteing 

Aofe  anti^nt  arches  is  fo  cuH-  that  few  of  thofe  antierit  monu- 

•ofly  wrought,  the  feftoons  and  ments  are  of  much  more  thaa 

lowers  fo  neatly  cut,  and  the  300  years  ftanding  (76).  • 

l>irds  and  other  animals  carved        However,  it  muft  be  owned^ 

9  fach  lively  attit\ides,  that  Fa-  that,    excepting  the   beauuful 

Aer  Le  Compte  looked    upon  neatnefs  of  the  curving  above- 

^m  as  Cbinefe  m after- pieces  u»^Qtipned,  tjieir  bell  architcc- 

of  that  kind;    and  indeed  they  ture,  of  any  kind,  comes  vzjklff 

»pear  fo  wonderfully  detached  fliort  of  ours,  both  as  tOv  the 

irom  each  other,  as  it  they  were  proportion  and  difpofidon  o£ 

only  joined  to,  or  run  into^  each  the  parts,    They  have  neither 

O^er,  by  fmall  cordons*  and  coniices   nor    chapit££s ;    an^ 

Vithoat  *  the.   leaft  confufion  ;  that  which  bears  fome  kind  of 

'  which  fufHciently  ihews  the  fii'  likenefs   to   our  fri:^es,  is^  of 

poior   ikill   of    their   antient  (nch  a  height,  that  it  rather 

workmen ;  whereas  in  thofe  of  ihocks  the  eye  of  thofe  who  are 

later  date,  the  fcalpture  is  fpa-  unaccuftomed  to.  it ;  though  i% 

ting,  looks  ooarfef,  heavy,  and  is  fo  much  the  more  agreeably 

without  any  piercing,   or  va-.  to  tht  Cbinefe  tafte,  as  it  afford^ 

?icty,  to  enliven  it.    Which  is  ]nore>  fpace  for  the  ornament^ 

?  plain  indication  of  their  ge«  which  adorn  the  in(crip(ions  en? 

I«08  having  been,   in  a  great,  gravpn  Qn^them  (77), 

pacafurc,  cramped  and  debafed, 

{l^  IrC^m^f^  Htk-Hf^  MfTfipip  ^  4^  (7^  DaSalA,  uii  /«^; 

tvi7v^aS7t 

••'  -  diiUnc^i 


diftancc,  appear  like  towns,  bdng  moftly  built  oq  fomecoa- 

{picuous  eminences  along  the  road,  and  yield  i  very  pkafant 

profpedl ;  but  of  thefe  we  have  already  fpoken,  bn  anotha 

occafion  u. 

Simtfly        ,  But,  of  all  their  artificial  curiofities,  their  .fine  ftatdj 

Uwarj.      towers  are  the  moft  delightful  to  ftrangers,  though  built  ia  a 

fiile  peculiar  to  this  country,  and  unlike  any  thing  of  that 

kind  among  lis.     Thefc  are  moftly  to  be  met  with  in  tbdr 

ffreat  cities,  and  arc  every- where  built  much  in  the  fame  form; 

K>  that  the  defcribing  one  or  twy  of  the  moft  beautiful,  vil 

nt  famed  fuffice  to  give  oi|r  readers  an  idea  of  the  reft  (G)'.     There  arc 

««^  ^        two  of  thefe  without  the  walls  of  Nan-king^  the  moft  beauti- 

^**-         ful  of  which,  ftyled  the  porcelain  tower,  becaufe  it  is  lined 

'*'*•     -  all  over  the  infide  with  china  tiles,  delightfully  painted,  is  the 

moft  admired  by  all  travellers,  for  its  height,  fymmetry,  anl 

variety  of  carving,  gilding,  and  other  ornaments.    It  is  of  at 

octagonal  form,  nine  ftories,  or  200  feet,  high,  and  for^ 

feet  in  diameter ;  fo  that  every  fide  is  fifteen  feet  in  length. 

The  whole  is  built  on  a  large  bafis  of  brick,  ftrongly  «• 

mented,  which  forms  a  ftately  perroi\,  or  flight  of  nine  or 

ten  ftcps,  likewife  of  an  oftagonal  figure,  by  which  you  af* 

cend  to  the  firft  ftory ;  and  this  perron  is  furrounded  with  I 

Jts  height 9  baluftrade  of  unpoliftied  marble  on  the  outfide.     The  M 

mf(€nt,bcc.  ftory,  -or,  a$  it  is  called,  the  hall,  is  the  higheft  of  all,  bii( 

bath  no  windows,  nor  any  light  but  what  comes  in  at  thrcp 

fpacious  gates,  which  open  into  it.    The  wall  is  faid  to  he 

•  Sec  before,  p,  264.  &  feq.    ' 

(G)  Thefe  (lately  ftru£tQres,  eight  and  nine  feet  high,  nA 

'    which,  we  are  told,  are  to  be  the   lowermpft   about   twelre. 

met  with  at  every  metropolis  Bnt,  as  they  are  alfo  built  for 

of  a  province,  ^nd  in  feme  other  fbength,  as  well  as  ftiew,  font 

of  their  cities,  feme  within,  and  of  them  having  ftood  confider- 

others  without,  the  walls,  are  ably  above  three  centuries,  diere 

chiefly  defi'gned  as  ornaments,  is  a  prodigious  deal  of  tifliheit 

they  being  feen  at  a  gr^t  di-  as  well  as  work,  in  them ;  which 

fiance  by  travellers,  and,  from  yet,  as  he  Comfte  rightly' ob- 

their  top  galleries,  affording  a  ferves,   rather  betrays  the  ig- 

beautiful  profpedt  of  all  the  norance  of  the  Chineje  arcbi' 

country  round.    Their  height  tedts,   who  have  not  yet  ^Z- 

is  commonly  from    fcven    to"  covered  that  lovely  fimplicit7» 

nine,  though,  Du  Halde  zKxxxti  wherein  the  ftrength  and  heanty 

0»,  there  are  fome  twelve  and  of  our  European  m\i'd\upt^' 

thirteen,    ftories  high,    every  fifl:(78)» 
ftory  being  commonly  between 
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about  twelFC  feet  thick,  and  eight  and  a  half  high,  and  caled 
with  jwrcclai^i,  but  of  the  coarfer  fort,  and  not  a  iittle  da- 
maged by  dull  and  rain.  From  this,  you  afcend  to  the  fc- 
coad,  and  thence  to  all  the  other  ftories,  which  are  all  ^ 
cqualheight,  by  a  narrow,  and  very  inconvenic?nt,  ftaircaf<^ 
the  ftcps  of  which  are  ten  inches  high,  and  very  narrow. 
"Every  Aory  hath  eight  lar^  windows,  one  a,t  every  fronts 
They  all  leflen,  as  they  mount  one  over  the  other,  fo  as  to 
form,  in  the  whole,  a  kind  of  cone,  or  fugar-loaf ;  aiid  be- 
tween each  of  them  is  a  penthoufc,  or  ftied,  which  projefts 
ibme  yards  from  the  wall  all  around,  and  leflens  in  the  fame 
proportion  the  higher  they  go.  Thcfe  divide  the  ftories  from 
each  other  without,  as  the  timber  and  the  floorings  do  with- 
in :  and  each  room  is  adorned,  with  Dtindngs,  and  other  or- 
naments, after  the  Chinefe  ftile,  both  on  the  ildes,  and  07 
the  cieling^  whilft  the  outfidc  is  embellifhcd  with  variety 
of  work  in.bafs-relievo,  niches,  and  imagery,  in  the  fame 
tafte  (H) ;  all  which  make  an  agreeable  kind  of  inlaid  work» 
very  beautiful  at  a  difbnce,  though  both  that  and  the  pamt^ 
ing  and  gildings,  are  fomewhat  impaired  by  the  wind  and 
rain.  But  the  moft  beautiful  part  of  the  whole  fabric  is  a  Cufolauni 
kind  of  cupola,  which  arifcs  thirty  feet  higher  than  the  up-*««. 
permoft  fiory,  and  is  fupported  by  a  thick  maft,  fixed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  floor  of  the  eighth  ftory.  This  piece  feems  to 
be  iiKlofed  in  a  large  iron-hoop,  aU  the  way,  and  which  ^ 

winds  round  it  like  a  fpiral  line,  or  fcrew,  at  the  diftance  of 
feveral  feet ;  fo  that  the  whole  looks  like  a  hollow  kmd  of 
cone,  pierced  through^  and  rifin^  in  the  air,  and  fupporting  ' 

on  the  top  a  golden  ball,  of  an  extraordinary  bignefs.  Such 
h  the  ftru^ure  of  that  famed  tower,  which,  whether  of  brick, 
marble,  or  whatever  other  material,  b  looked  upon,  by  JU 
Com^te^  and  other  authors,  as  the  bell  contrived,  moft  folid, 
and  magnificent  work  in  all  the  eall  ^. 

NIEUHOFF  adds  two  circumflances  concerning  it ;  viz.  Whtn^tni 
that  the  ball,  or  pine-apple,  on  the  top,  is  reported  by  the  h  nvhomt 

built. 

«^  Lb  Comptc,  letter  3.   Martini,  Nieuhoff,  Kercuer. 
k  al.  molt. 

.  (H)  This  outfide  appears  to  be  it  feems,  furprifinglv  (kilful  in:    •  - 

of  fome  fort  of  wrought  marble,  ftamping  all  forts  ox  figures  on 

or  polifiied  ftone,  |;iltover ;  but  their  bricks ;  the  earth  of  which 

LfComMt  rather  imagines  it  to  being  much  finer,  and  better 

be  of  brick,  fo  caft  in  proper  tempered,  than  ours,  is  muci^ 

moulds,  in  Uie  manner  of  oar  fitter  to  take   any  impre^ii 

plaifter-work ;  the  Cbimfe  being,  from  the  mould  (79) . 

Cbwjk 


Chinefe  to  be  of  maffy  gold ;  and  the  other,  that  the  towar 
hath  flood  700  J-ears ;  *nd  was  creftcd  by  the  Tartars,'  as  *a 
iponnment  of  their  having  made  themfelves  ftiafters  of  die 
Chinefe  empire  j  whereas  Le  Compte  affirms  it  to  have  been,  kt 
his  time,  of  no  more  thati  300  years  (landing,  and  to  hait 
been  built,  together  with  the  temple  of  gratitude,  by  tli 
^Emperor  Trng-lo ;  to  which  Du  Hal Je  kerns  to  fubfcribe  *. 
Bells  hangJ     MosT  of  thefe  forts  of  towers  haVe,  either  in  the  upper- 
ing  on  the  moft  penthoufe,  or  gallery,  and  others  in  every  one  of  them, 
angles        and  at  every  angle,  fmall  bells,  hanging  at  fome  diftance,  by 
nvitbout,    chains,  or  wires,  which  are  eafily  moved  by  every  blaft  df 
^  "tiind,   and  make  an  uncommon  fort  of  tinkling;  which  '%, 
nev'erthelefs,  agreeable  enough  to  the  Chinefe  tafte.    Of  th% 
nature  is  that  we  have  elfevvhere  defcribed,  which  Hands  ncaf 
a  ftately  temple  built  on  a  very  high  mountain  ^,    Bujt  tW 
greateft  delight  which  thefe  kinds  of  flruftures  afford,  is  frdhi 
.  the  vaft  charming  profpeft  one  hath  from  their  Upper  ftorie^' 
or  galleries,  of  all  the  country  round  about,'  which  Is  caa^ 
monly  befpangled  with  great  variety  of  houfes  of  pleafotiEV 
orchards,  gardens,  fepulchral  monuments,  and  fuch  agree** 
•  .  ableobjefls,  far  and  near. 
Stately.  Their  teniples  are  no  lefs  (lately. and  curieus:  Theyhaveli 

temples,     jprodigious  number  of  them,  both  in  their  cities  and  towns,  aflii 
In  the  coimtry  at  a  great  diftance  fi-om  them.     The  moft  cefe- 
^«////«y&.  brated  of  which  are  moftly  built  in  baiTen  mountains;  ta 
litary        w*hich,  howevcT,  the  induftry  of  the  natives  hath  given  beaa- 
flaees.       ties  yrhich  were  denied  them  by  nature"*,  fuch  as^,  canals, 
at  a  great  expence,  to  convey  the  water  from  the  ^dj? 
heights,  into  proper  refervoirs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  bonzas', 
their  votaries ;  gardens  and  groves  for  their  ufe  and  divei*/!! 
and  deep  grottos  cut  into  the  rock,  to  ihelter  them  from 
cxceffive  heat;  all  which  do  not  a  little  contribute* to  reia: 
'    ,    .  thofe  fojitudes  delightful,     Thefe  ftruftures,  which;  wfietl 
*'  large  or  fmall,  are  built  much  after  th^  feme  mann^,  cda 

-  ''  partly  of  fine  porticos,  paved  with  large  fquare  poiiihed*ftotfie^  'I 

and  partly  of  haljs  and  pavilions,  which  are  rj2ar:e4  oa,  Ae 
corners  of  the  courts,  and  have  a  communication  .^ithcad^)] 
other,  by  galleries,  ^dorned  with  ftatues  either  of-  ftone  or  j 
fh'eir'       brafs.  The  roofs  of  thefe  buildings  ftilne  with  beafUtfiSir japan- ;: 
fainted     fted  tifes,  of  green  or  yellow,  and  are  embelliftied  at  t!le  CKMoi  r 
r9ofs,  &c.  with  dragons  of  the  fame  colour,  which  projeft  a  gr«ft  .wsqf  •: 
'forward:   The  reft  of  thofe  buildings  are  huiltpftiinfiir^  SUA}  • 
.  inoft  of  them  have  fome  fuch  high  tow^  as  thofe  \^^'t^^ 

*   Le  Compte,   ubi  fupra.     Du  Halde,   ypl.  iV  p.  28 3^, 
J  Se^  before,  p.  2^,*^^^,  atii*i»|p  (*tj^ 
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rain,  arid  told,'  till  they  are  hatched  :  at  which  timd  the  Colour. 
joiihg  fry  appear  firft  of  a  black  colour,  which  fome  of  them  . 
ftiil  retain ;  but  the  greateft  part  change  by  degrees  to  red  or 
white,  to  gold  or  filver,  according  to  their  kind,  which  dif- 
plays  Itfelf  firft  at  the  tail,  and  thence  fpreads  itfelf  more  of 
lefs  towards  the  middle  of  their  body;  and,  when  grown  .to 
an  inch  in  length,  may  be  fafely  removed  into  their  native  re- 
fcrvoirs,  thereto  be  admired  as  a  wonder  of  nature  ^. 

Their  artificial  rarities  are  various  arid  numerous,    txA  Artijictat 
much  more  frequent,  and  entertaining  to  travellers.   We  fliall  rarities. 
fmgle  out  fome  of  the  moft  curious  and  remarkable  amongft 
them ;  fuch  as,  i .  Their  famed  long  wall,  which  is  the  firft 
and  nolileft  ftrufture  of  all,  and  offers  itfelf  to  a  llranger  at 
the  very  firft  entrance  into  that  empire  by  land ;  /..  Variety 
of  artificial  mountains,  bridges,  and  caufeways ;  3.  Some  of  , 
their  ftately  temples;  4.  Coloflian  ftatues ;    5.  Theif  high 
and  fumptuous  towers  in  feveral  of  their  great  cities  ;  6.  Theif  * 
ftately  triumphal  arches ;  7.  Some  of- their  large  belfe,  efpe- 
dally  thofe  of  Pe-king  and   Kang-ton,  which  excel  all  the 
reft.  ' 

We  begin  with  their'celebrated  wall,  which  is  juftly  efteem-  fhegfeaf 
ed  the  inoft  ftupendous  wotkof  that,  or  any  other  kind,  that  fwalL 
the  world  can  boaft  of;  it  being  in  length,  accprding  to  Ma-  Ltngth. 
ffail/an's  computation,  405   leagues,   exclufive  of  its  wind- 
mgs  ;  and,^  by  Le  Compte^  500  French  leagues,  or  near  1 500 
miles,  with  the  windings  ;  and  fortified  all  the  way,  at  propef 
d^ftances,  with  ftrong  high  towers,  to  the  riumber  of  3006 
JB),  which,  before  the  conqueft  of  China,  ufed  to  be  guarded 

by 

'      *  Le  CoMPTE,  Du  HaldS,  &al. 

(B)  That  is,  according  to  ber  of  thefe  towers  according  to 
fome,  at  every  two  bow-mot ;  the  extent  of  the  wall;  whereas  . 
but  more  abf  ii'dly,  according  to  they  might  Hand  at  much  great- 
others,  every  mile  or  two  miles ;  cr  diftance  in  other  parts  that 
for  in  neither  cafe  could  they  v/cre  more  difficult  of  accefs  ; 
amount  to  3000;  fo  that,  if  the  for  they  have  committed  much 
wail  was  150O  miles,  and  thefe  the  fame  error,  with  refpeft  to 
cowers  equicHftant  from  each  the  ^ilrength,  materials,  height, 
6ther,  there  could  be  bat  half  a  .and  thicknefs,  of  the  wall  it- 
mile  fpace  between  each  of  felf,  judging  it  to  be  every- 
Chem.  where  the  fame  as  they  faw  it  ia " 

The  truth  is,  fome  havie  mag-  the  neighbouring  parts  of  P^- 

nified  that  .work   at  a  ftiange  /f/w?,  where  it  is  built  of  ftone 

tate;  and,  from  their  nearncfs  and   brick  ftrongly  cemented, 

to  each  other  in    fome   parts,  and  very  higK,  ftout,  and  folid  1 

have  perhaps  ill ferrid  the  nam-  whereas  thofe  who  have  fince 

'  Moo.  Hist.  VoJ.Vill.  T                        ta^e^ 
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cepted  that  monftrous  one  of  the  dty  cS  Mofcmy  ufaofe 
hd^t  is  faid  to  be  nineteen  feet;  diameter  twenty-three,  com- 
pafs  fixty-nine,  thicknefs  two,  and  weight  366,000  pounds, 
and  of  which  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  (peak,  in  a  nx>re  pro* 
per  piace.    Thofe  feven  ci Pe^ngvrt  are  nowfpeakiDgo^ 
are  twelve  feet  high,  befidcs  the  ear  by  which  they  haA 
which  is  three  feet  naore,  thirteen  in  diameter,  and  forty  v 
drcnmference.    Biit,  if  we  may  believe  Father  LeGml^ 
all  (be  Chinefe  bells  are  vaftly  inferior  to  ours  in  found,  tUf 
clappers  being  made  of  a  hard  wood,  which  they  call  iroa^ 
woody  of  which  we  have  elfewhere  fpoken  « ;   their  ineM^ 
is  moreover  very  coarfe^    and   full   of  knots,   and  M 
^itt      ihape  Ul-contrived,  they  bdng  almoft  as  wide  at  the  top 
Jkapeani  they  are  at  the  bottom,  and  their  thickne($  gradually  kfld 
^und.       ]jag  from  the  bottom  upwards^    So  that,  upon  the  whd 
they  are  mere  unwieldy  mafles  of  metal,  without  maft 
tone,  or  any  thing  worth  notice,  but  their  huge,  dull, 
found,  and  monftrous  weight  ^  (K). 

.      ■  •  Ti 


*  See  before,  p.  190.  k  p.  226. 
tiNi,  Le  Coiipte,  &  al. 


^  MacaillaMi  Ui^ 


(K)  Thofe  who  have  read 
"*  Father  MagMilm'%  account  of 
that  which  is  in  the  infpenal 
palace^f  Pf-iixrj'*  who  affirms^ 
that  its  found  it  fo  dear,  de-- 
lightful,  and  harmonious,  that 
it  feems  rather  to  proceed  from 
fome  muiical  inftrument,  ^will, 
doubtlefs,  be  furprifed  at  what 
we  have  (aid  above  of  all  their 
bells  in  general,  on  the  autho* 
thority  of  other  miflionaries, 
who  pretend  to  have  had  as 
good  an  ear  as  he :  and,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  what  Le 
Campte  objedls  as  one  of  their 
defers,  viz.  their  wooden  clap- 
pers, might  be  the  main  caufe 
of  that  fweetnefs  and  harmony 
which  his  brother  Jefuit  ad- 
mired  ; .  becajufe,  the  more  thefe 
abate  of  the  loudnefs  of  the 
found,  the  more  they  are  found 
;o  add/ in  proportion,  xo  the 


harmonious  fweetnefs;  itfaariil 
pretty  near  the  fameeficftQpat 
the  bell,  or  rai&er  die  ear, 
its  being  rang  at  a  diftanoe. 

Le  Comftf  adds,  that  thoftl 
faw  were  almoft  vbl  the  f<xiR.{ 
a  orlinder,  except  diit 
fwelled  about  the  middle, 
the  circumference  was 
the  bottom;  and  that  the 
brim  was  fix  inches  and  a 
thick,  but  the  top  only  1 
which  he  could  as  eafily  Mi 
fure ;  becaufe  they  had  tal 
holes  bored  through  that  pill 
to  increafe,  as  he  fuppofed,  tkif 
found  (81).  So  that,  opoail^ 
whole,  nothing  can  be  aiMI 
different  than  the  Cbuuft  M' 
European  way  of  bellfouodiili 
whether  theirs  or  oun  be  a* 
lowed  to  exceed  the  Qthers  '^ 
fwectneft  and  hannooy« 


^Si}  U  Cem^ie,  v^fip.  htur^i*  tdjiu 
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rainj  arid  told,'  till  thejr  are  hatched  :  at  which  tim^  the  Colonn 
yoxmg  fry  appear  firft  of  a  black  colour,  which  fome  of  them  . 
ftill  retain ;  but  the  greateft  part  change  by  degrees  to  red  or 
white,  to  gold  or  filver,  according  to  their  kind,  which  dif- 
plays  itfelf  firft  at  the  tail,  and  thence  fpreads  itfelf  more  of 
lefs  towards  the  middle  of  their  body;  and,  when  grown  .to 
an  inch  in  length,  may  be  fafely  removed  into  their  native  re- 
fcrvoirs,  thereto  be  admired  as  a  wonder  of  nature  ^. 

"Their  artificial  rarities  are  various  and  numerous,    tind  Jrti/csiJ 
much  more  frequent,  and  entertaining  to  travellers.   We  fliall  rarities. 
fmglc  out  fome  of  the  moft  curious  and  remarkable  amongft 
thena  ;  fuch  as,  i ,  Their  famed  long  wall,  which  is  the  firft 
and  nobleft  flrufture  of  all,  and  offei-s  itfelf  to  a  llranger  at 
the  very  firft  entrance  into  that  empire  by  land ;  2.  Variety 
of  artificial  mountains,  bridges,  and  caufeways ;  3.  Some  of 
their  ftately  temples;  4.  Coloffian  ftatues ;    5.  Theif  high 
and  fumptuous  towers  in  feveral  of  their  great  cities  ;  6.  Theif  ' 
ftately  triumphal  arches ;  7.  Some  of- their  large  belfe,  efpe- 
dally  thofe  of  Pe-king  and   Kang-ton,  which  excel  all  riie 
reft.  ' 

We  begin  with  their'celebrated  wall,  which  is  juftly  efteem-  fhegfea^ 
ed  the  inoft  ftupendous  work  of  that,  or  any  other  kind,  that  twalL 
the  world  can  boaft  of;  it  being  in  length,  according  to  Ma-  Ltngth. 
^ail/an's  computation,  405   leagues,'  excluCve  of  its  wind- 
ings ;  and^  by  Le  Coinpte^  500  French  leagues,  or  near  1 500  ' 
miles,  with  the  windings  ;  and  fortified  all  the  Way,  at  propef 
diftances,  with  ftrong  high  towers,  to  the  nfumber  of  3000 
JB),  which,  before  the  conqueft  of  China^  ufed  to  be  guarded 

by 

'      *  Le  Compte,  Du  HaldS,  &al. 

(B)  That  is,  according  to  ber  of  thefe  towers  aecorJing  to 
fome,  at  every  two  bow-mot ;  the  extent  of  the  wall;  where'ad 
hv^  more  abfui*dly,  according  to  they  might  Hand  at  much  great- 
others,  every  mile  or  two  miles ;  cr  diftance  in  other  parts  that 
for  in  neither  cafe  could  they  v.«cfe  more  difScult  of  accefs  ; 
amount  to  3000;  fo  that,  if  the  for  they  have  committed  much 
wall  was  150O  miles,  arid  thefe  the  fame  error,  with  refpeft  ta 
towers  equicHftant  from  each  the  Ulrength,  materials,  height, 
6ther,  there  <;ould  be  but  half  a  .and  thicknefs,  of  the  wall  it- 
mile  fpace  between  each  of  felf,  judging  it  to  be  every- 
them.  where  the  fame  as  they  faw  it  ia ' 

The  truth  is,  fome  hnve  mag-  the  neighbouring  parts  of  P/- 

nified  that  .work   at  a  ib'angfe  kin^r^  where  it  is  built  of  ftone 

tate;  and,  from  their  nearncfs  and   brick  ftrongly  cemented, 

to  each  other  in    fomq   parts,  and  very  higK,  ftout,  and  folid  1 

have  perhaps  iliferrcd  the  num-  whereas  thofe  who  have  fince 
'  Moo.  Hist.  VcJ.VllI.  T  ta^e^ 
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A  mhU  rr  b^gati  by  fcttiiig  fire  to  Jialf  a  dozen  qrUnders,  irtfch 

one  played  were  planted  in  the  earth,  and  fpouted  flames  into  the  &* 

'if  ^'        and,  at  the  height  of  twelve  feet,  fell  down  again,  itt  a  kiiffl 

€9urt.        q£  golden  or  fuey  rain.  This  was  followed  by  a  fort  of  bc»iA^ 

cart,  fupported  by  two  ftakes,  or  pillars,  from  whence  pro*' 

Qoeded  a  fhower  of  fire,   intermixed  witht  many  lanthonie^ 

which  had  fentences  written  on  them»  in  large  charaders,  ^ 

the  colour  of  burning  fulphnr,  and  half  a  dozen  of  bran^tf 

'  Candlefticks,  in  form  of  pillars,  confiftiiig  of  feveral  rings  4?, 

Dght,  one  above  another,  which  caft  a  whitifti  or  filrer-«#« 

loured  flame,  and,  in  a  moment,  turned  night  into  day.    J( 

length  the  emperor,  with  his  own  hand,  f^t  Are  to  the  whdlf ' 

ipachinc,  which,  in  an  inftant,^  appeared  all  in  a  blaze,  a^. 

'  lacing  eighty  feet  long,  and  forty  in  breadth,  difplayed  a  v« 

great  variety  of  objefts,  and  other  cufious  fcenes.    The  ftaflj 

having  foon  after  caught  hold  of  feveral  poles  add  pA|4 

^ures,  placed  cm  all  fldes^  a  prodigious  quantity  of  fqtM 

flew  up. into  the  air,  and  a  multitude  of  branches  andlai^ 

bocns,  fuch  as  we  fatve  elfewhere  defcribed,  were  lighted  4 

QRrer  the;  place.     The  ihew  lafted  about  half  a&  hotir  loflgcrf 

and,  from  time  to  time,  there  appeared,  in  one  part  or  c^\^ 

flames  of  a  bluifli  or  violet  colour,  in  the  form  of  bunches  # 

grapei  hanging  on  a- vine-arbour ;  which,  joined  to  the  br^toi 

nefs  orthe  lights,  that  fhone  like  fo  many  blazing  ftars,  yielded 

a  moft  delightful  profpeft  to  the  fpeftators  **. " 

SECT.    VIL 

Of  fame  remarkable  Difeafes  wkicb  reign  among  tU 

'   Chinefe,  and  their  Manner  of  curing  them. ;  /iW' 

ioafted  Skill  in  Pulfes^  Phlebotomy^  Cupping,  Ctt^ 

terijing^   Inoculating^   and^  treating  the  Sntall-fexf 

and  Method  of  Extr ailing  of  the  Campbire  from  M' 

.  Tree  of  that  Name. 

Diftafes^    TT  were  an  endlefs  talk  ^o  go  through  the  bare  mentibnof 

and  their,  "*  the  varioils  difeafes,  which  mufl:  be  fuppofed  to  reign  ia 

tnetLd  ef  fo  vaft  and  extenfive  an  empire,  and  through  fuch  a  great 

€uringy       dlifFerence  of  dimares  and  countries^  or  of  their  methodd  of 

curing  them,  whicii  difFer.more  or  lefs  in  every  province,  and 

ahjioft  in  every  preclnft,  not withftanding'  the  vaft  muldtodeS  rf 

books  which  have  been  published  among  them  upon  that  ampl^ 

feibjeft;    We  have  already  had  occafion  to  hint  what  wretched 

phyikians  aiid  furgeons  the^  generality  of  their,  praftititionert 

*  1>M  H^fcBB,  ,vak  ii*  p*  iga.  &  fe^ 

-*•  .  ■         '  .         /  of 
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)f  cither  of  thofe  ufcful  branchci&^«rc,  for  want  of  better  flcill 
Q  anatpmy  and  natural  hiftory  *.     They  might,  indeed,  hac^e  founded 
nade  a  much  greater  progrefs  in  both,  fincc  the  cbming  of  the  chiefly 
Europeans  among  them,  if  they  could  have  overcome  their  ^P^^  *^^' 
Mrtural  rduftanc^  to  every  kind  of  foreign  learning,  as  well-^'^^''*^^^ 
IS  their  extreme  averfion  to  the  difleflung  of  human  bodies, 
for  the  fake,  as  fhey  ftyle  them,  of  a  few  paultiy  difcovcries 
a  the  animal  occonomy,  which  piay  be  more  furely  and  co- 
^ioufly  attained  by  experience  and  obfervation,  by  a  thorough 
icnowlege  and  underftanding  of,  and  due  attention  to,  the  pul%, 
ind  other  fymptoms  and  prognoses  leading  to  theni ;  in  all 
ivhich  branches,  they  pretend  a  knowlege  far  exceeding  that 
Df  all  nations  of  the  world. 

In  this  perfuafion,  they  are  contented  to  go  on  in  their  old  Prefer 
|)eaten  traft ;  and  how  much  foevcr  our  theory  may  exceed  gentle  m» 
^eirs,  it  will  be  well  if  their  praftice,  upon  examination,  dlcinesMii 
doth  not  prove  more  fafe  and  agreeable  than  ours,  wMlft  they'^'^f  ^*^''» 
draWvtHe  main  part  of  their  medicinal  afSftance  from  the  long 
experienced  virtues  of  the  vegetable  kind,  from  gentle  purga- 
tives, emollients,  alteratives,  and  other  falubrious  remedies, 
calculated  to  fti^engthen,  rather  than  fatigue  and  weaken,  the 
.ftomaoh,  to  aflill  and  invigorate  nature,  rather  than  to  florm 
and  endanger  it :   and,  it  mufl  be  owned,  that  they  have 
fiome  very  expert  pradtitioners  in  this  excellent  way,  a?  well 
as  the  greateft  plenty  and  variety  of  medicinal  plants  and 
roots,  exaftly  fuitcd  for  that  purpofe,  of  any  nation  in  the 
world.     They  are,   indeed,  feldom,  if  ever,  troubled  with  Whyfrei 
rheumatifms,  gout,  flone  and  gravel,  ^nd  other  chronic  d^£'from  chrw^ 

*  cafes,  which  feem  to  require  a  fhonger  re^men ;  and  this  is  »'^  ^f 
.partly  owing  to  their  conftant  ufe  of  thofe  noble  diluters  ai^d  ^^^^^ 
purifiers  of  the  blood,  their  green  and  bohea  tea,  and  partly 

to  their  frequent  chewing  of  ghin-feng,  rhubarb,  and  other 

*  phyfical  roots  b.  But,  were  they  fo,  we  much  queftion  whe- 
ther they  would  not  flill  prefer  then-  geiitle,  though  flow, 
method  of  curing  them,  to  thofe  of  a  quicker,  but  more  violent 

nature.     The  misfortune  is,  that  their  very  beft  2,1x6,  moS.  Their  phy^, 
approved  phyfical  books  do  commonly  clog  every  receipt  and  ficaicom*^ 
.remedy  with  fuch  mixtures  of  roots,  leaves,  feeds,  gums,  i;c.  pofitions 
prefcribe  fo  many  rules  and  punftilio^'s,  in  the  choice,  weight,  ^^*^<fi?f^ 
quantity,   and  preparation, '  of  them,   as  make  the  procefs^*^.^ 
difficult  and  tedious ;  fo  that  the  far  greater  part  of  their*^^*  * 
very  praftitioners  arc^quite  difcouraged  ftom  following  of 
them,  though  the  whole  flrefs  of  their  fuccefs,  according  to 

*  See  before,  p.  1^4,  &  feq.   '        *»  Vide  Le  Compt£,  Dtr 
Halde,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

^     Mod,  Hist.  Vol.  VIII.  U  theii 
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th^  authors,  feems  to  depend  upon  a  fcrupulousobfenradon 
of  every  rule,  and  minute  circumftance,  and  chufe  rather  at 
all  hazards  to  follow  their  own  experience ;  which  they  niay 
the  more  fafely  do,  as  their  medicines  are  all  of  the  geditle 
kind. 
PretenJid      NEXT  to  the  knowlege,  and  due  mixture  and  preparatibft^ 
Jkill  iM       of  nhcir  materia  medica^  they  likcwife  challenge  a  fuperiof 
fu/fis.        f^Y  jjj  ^j^g  puKe  above  all  other  nations ;  and  pretend  to  jadge^ 
cxaftly  of  the  kind  and  degree  of  every  difeafe,  what  part  <rf 
the  body,  either  inward  or  outward,  is  affefted,  whether  k 
be  curable,  or  no ;  and,  if  the  latter,  how  many  days,  week% 
Various '    Or  years,  the  patient  may  linger  under  it.     They  make  a 
forts  of      particular  difference  between  the  p»jlfe  of  a  man,  and  of  a 
thenst,        woman  ;  between  that  of  perfons  of  tall  .or  (hort  ftatun^ 
corpulent  or  lean ;   between  that  of  youth,  middle,  and  twi' 
'  age ;   between  that  of  one  feafon  of  4he  year  and  another^  . 
elpecially  fpring  and  autumn,  fummer  and  winter.    Thisva*. 
riety  of  pulfes  they  diftinguiih  by  fundry  odd  hamcs^  as  wdl 
as  thoTe  which  are  caufed  by  the  nature  dF  the  difleniper  ;  thM? 
is,  not  by  the  obvious  ones  of  quick  and  flow,  weak  airf  ■ 
ftroi^,  and  the  like,  but  by  fuch  canting  ones,  if  our  authort . 
have  rightly  tranflated,  as  are  only  underftood  by  themfelves. 
Thus  they  ftile  one  fort  ^e  fuperficial,  another  the  ^iding^ 
theT&i/r,  the  tremukus^  the  roiling^  the  fcatteredy  the  le^  - 
ing,  fwimming,  ebullient y  and  many  others  of  the  like  fenfe 
undmart'  and  import.     They  do  not  Content  themfelvcs  with  applying 
mr  if  feel'  their  fingers  to  the  wrifl,  without  diftinftion  of  right  ajjd. 
^g  them,    igft^  between  which  they  fuppofe  another  material  difference^ 
but  move  them  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another,  a^ 
cording  as'they  find  them  more  or  Icfs  affefted  with  the  d^ 
eafe :  if  it  be  the  heart  or  liver,  they  feel  the  wrifl  <rf  tte- 
left ;  if  thd  flomach  or  reins,  that  of  the  right.     They  ivfA 
a  confiderable  tinte  upon  it,  and  at  different  times,  -in  orda: 
to  difcover,  as  near  as  poiEble,  every  hregularity  in  the  pul- 
fations,  before  they  venture  to  give  their  judgment,  or  adml- 
/nifter  any  medicine  to  the  patient  "^^ 
'  Mules  for       They  likewife  pretend  to  ^^  the  right  number  of  time! 
judging      the  pulfe  ought  to  beat,  between  every  refpiratiori,  in  a  per- 
rightp  of  fojj  that  is  in  full  health,  viz,  four,  or,  at  moft^  five  times"; 
them.         j£  above  that,  they  infer  fome  diforder  to  be  in  the  body, 
•greater  qr  lefs,  according  to  the  number  of  beats  ;  if  fix,  it 
denotes  only  fome  flight  indifpofition ;  if  feven  or  eight,  thcj 

«  Du  Hai.de,  vol.  !!•  p.  184,  k  feq.     Li  Compte,  Nava* 
'  RETT  A,  k  al.  ftip.  citar,    - 

0  ■    .  ■  judge 
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judge  the  diflsmper  proportionably  dangerous ;  and,  if  above 
that  number,  mortal. 

They  obferve  a  multitude  of  other  formal  ceremonieS| 
^nd  punftiUous  piceties,  both  in  the  difcovering  the  .root, 
feat,  anci  degree,  of  a  diftemper,  as  well  as  exa6t  a  great 
number  of  others  from  their  patients,  which  it  would  tie 
tedious  to  mention;  cfpecially  as  there  is  fo  much  reafon  to 
queftion  their  fo  much  boaftcd  fkill  in  botany  and  pulfe,  and 
whether  the  tenth  part  of  their  theory  or  praftice  be  really 
founded,  as  they  pretend,  upon  reafon  and  experience  ^ ;  efpe-  Jftrohgy 
dally  whea  we  confider,  that  the  bafis  of  both  is  laid  chiefly  the  hafis  rf 
OQ  a  thorough  knowlege  in  aftrology ;  and  that,  according '^*»''/'^» 
'  to  them,  there  is  no  part  of  the  body,  nofpecies  of  the  ve-^*^* 
getable,  mineral,  or  animal  kind,   but  what  arc  under  the 
inftuence  of  fome  planet,  fjgn,  or  conftellation,  whofe  nature, 
virtues,  places,  periodical  times,    and  other  fuch  whimfical 
circumftanccs,  muft  be  diligently  confulted,  before  atiy  vege- 
table can  be  gathered,"  or  any  medicine  applied  with  any  fuci- 
cefs :  infomuch  that  their  almanac-makers  were  obliged  to  Times  fir 
mark  out  the  proper  days  and  times  for  bleeding,  purging,  hkeding^ 
fweating,  isc.  as  well  as  for  planting,  fowing,  reaping,  jour-  p^rging^ 
ncying,  and  other  fuch  fuperftitious  fooleries,  till  that  care  was  ^^\  *^^^\* 
tura^  over  by  the  emperor  ATtf^g--*/  to  fome  of  the  learned  Je-  '^.^^  ^^^^ 
faits,  who,  on  that  very  account,  declined  the  faflc  (A),  till  ^**^*^* 

that 

*  D«  Halihs,  vol.  11.  p.  184.     Le  Comptb,  Navaretta, 
kA,  fup,  citat.. 

(A)Theyexcu£bdthemfelve8,  than  you:  I  require  nothing  of 

we  are  told,  to  the  ^nperor^  you  but  what  regards  the  kajen^ 

from  having  any  hand  in  thefe  dar,  and  hath  relation  to  aftro* 

almanacs,  though  much  better  nomy.       ^ 

qualified  for  it  than  the  C>^/-  After  fuch  a  declaration,  they 

«|fA  not  only  on  account  of/the  had  nothing  more  to  objc£k> 

ridiGuloufnefs  of  the  ailrological  and  were  obliged  to  comply  ; 

roles  and  obfervations  of  good  but  as  they  forefaw,  that  .the 

and  bad,  lucky   and   unlucky  Cbinefe  would  not  be  contented 

A&ys,  which  were  always  care-  with  fuch  maimed  produdlions 

folly  infcrted  in  them,  but  like-  from  the  obfervatory,  and  that 

wife  becaufe  fuch  kind  of  fuper-  the  pretended  defeft  would  ho 

fiitions,  which  were  inconiiftent  fupplied  from  other  hands,  they 

with  their  religion,   might  be  took  particular  care  to  protelt 

.ujiputed  to  them.     To  this  the  againft,  and  conde]^.n,  fuchfu-v 

emperor  replied.   That  is  not  perftitious  fooleries ;  becaufe  hu- 

what  I  deiire  of  you,  and  you  man  aftions  could  in  no  refpedt 

ft«ll  be  excufcd  from  that  part;  depend  on  the  influence  of  the 

DWjier  do  I  give  any  more  ere-  ftars,  but  only  on  the  wsfdom 

^ttothofcncliculoys  whimfies,  by  which  they  were  condud^- 

V  1  «d,         . 
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that  monarch  had  confentcd  to  tlieir  leaving  all  the  aJbob 
gical  tra(h  out  of  them  *"  ;  which  yet  doth  not  hinder  othcrt 
from  ftill  fupplying  that  fuppofed  defeft. 
Circula-         We  have  formerly  obferved,  that  the  circulation  of  the 
tion  of  the  blood.was  known  to  them  long  before  the  coming  of  the£«- 
blood         ropeans  among  them  i.     Their  old  phyfical  books  make  fa- 
^,own,      quent  mention  of  it,  though  without  pretending  .to  account 
how  it  is  performed  ;  neverthelefs  they  are  very  fparing  of 
the  ufe  of  phlebotomy,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceffity; 
and  even  then  they  take  care  to.  make  but  a  very  little  orifice, 
and  let  but  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  blood  at  a  time,  feUoa 
tFajf  of      above  the  value  of  half  a  porringer.     Thofe  who  have  no 
ijUiding.     lancets,  will  make  their  incifion  with  any  other  fharp  tool, 
or  even  with  a  broken  piece  of  china.    They  apply  no  bandage 
or  linen  over  it,  but  only  Tprinkle  the  orifice    with  a  far 
grains  of  fait.     They  ufe,  in  fome  particular  cafes,  anotW 
'     way  of  bleeding,  which  may  be  called  acupunfture,  or  prid" 
ing  feveral  holes  on  the  part  afFefted  with  a  large  needle  i  bu^ 
as  this  curious  invention  was  brought  to  them  from  Jd^ 
we  ftiall  defer  the  farther  defcription  of  it  till  we  come.» 
fpeak  of  that  empire,  where  that  operation  is  performed  ill 
much  greater  perfeftion.  » 

Gupping.  The  Chinefe  in  general  attribute  the  greater  parts  of  thdr 
colics,  aches,' and  other  diftempers,  to  the  malignity  of  f<MPe 
ftagnated  and  corrupted  winds  wSich  breed  in  the  body,  acd 
which  they  endeavour  to  draw  away  by  topical  applicatipiv 
fuch  as  the  acupunflion  laft  mentioned,  cupping,  or,  if  thofe 
fail,  by  cauterifing  the  part  afFedlcd,  There  is  one  diftempcr 
/  very  common  and  dangerous  among  the  lowier  clafs  of  people, 

occafioned,    as  is  fuppofed,   by  the  badnefs  of  their  diet; 
which  at  firft  feizes  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  caufes  into- 
lerable gripings  and  vomitings,  and  other  inward  pains  and 
convulfions ;  and,  if  not  timely  removed,  throws  the  patkat 
Ciiuterife-  into  a   profound  lethargy,  or  atrophy.     In  this  cafe,  their 
^^^LL  '^^  common  method  is,  to  apply  a  red-hot  iron  bullet  near  enough 
ft^f'^orn     ^  ^1^  f^ig^  Qf  ^Yit  feet  to  raife  a  blifter.      If  the  padeat 
ietbargy,    becomes^  fenfible  of  the  pain,  they  withdraw  the  bullet,  and 
he  commonly  recovers  foon  after  ;  but  if  he  continues  feofe* 
lefs,  they,  apply  it  clofer  and  clofe'r,  till  the  flej(h  is  burnt  up 
to  the  very  bone. 

*  DuHalde,  vol.ii.  p.  133,  &al.  ^  Sccbcforc, 

p.  194,  &feq. 


ed.     Which  precaution  the  em-    well  as  the  mannct  in 
pcror    highly  commended,   as    theyexprefled  themfelves(i). 
(ij  Du  Halde,'V9U  ii.  p,  133.  EngL  edit» 
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Th&  ufe  of  clyllers  might  prove  of  excellent  ufe  to  them  A*i^rfion 
in  feveral  of  their  colicky  ailments,  but  that  was  wholly  un-  fo  elyfters. 
known  to  them.     The  Portuguefe  of  Macao  tried  to  intro- 
duce it  among  them,  but  without  fuccefs  ;  the  Chinefi  being,     :  * 
on  the  one  hand,  too  averfe  to  all  European  novelties  to  ad- 
mit of  it,  and,  on  the  other,  af!e{ting.too  great  a  degree  of 
znodefty  to  give  it  any  butler  name  tlun  that  of  the  burba^ 
rian  remedy^  which  4s  that  which  it  goe$  by  all  over  their 
country. 

Th^re  is  hardly  any  nadon  ii^  the  wprld,  amoi^-^hich  Pifiempers 
one  may  fee  a  gre&ter  number  of  purblind  and  quite  blind  of  the  eya 
•folks,  or  a  greater  variety  of  diftcmpers  of  the  eyes.    This  isA^f*"*^- 
commonly  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  rice  confumed  amoi^ 
diem  at  their  daily  meals.     Whether  that  grain,  which  tn 
^0ther  refpeAs  is  fo  friendly  and  nouriflung  to  the  bodv,  have 
any  fuch  pernicious  efFefl  upon  that  curious  and  moft  valua- 
ble part  of  it,  or  whether  it  be  not  rather  owing  to  fome 
;<^her  caufe  hitherto  unknown,  and  particularly  to  thdr  drink- 
|fing  fo  mi:^:h  of  it  diitiUed  and  burnt,  which  may  probably 
^:affcft  the  eyes,  as  much  as  it  is  found  to  do  the  throat  and 
-fwallow  S,  we  will  not  pretend  to  determine. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  diforders  in  the  eyes,  we  (hall  AfinguUr 
fingle  out  a  very  extraordinary  one,  which  is  very  little,  if  tnftance  vf 
J  at  all,  known  in  Europe^  but  is  very  common  all  over  China  ;  ^^;f  fl^^* 
^*  the  natives  ^ve  it  the  name  of  Ki-mung-yen,  which,  in  then:  ^^«^Ny. 
!» language,  implies,  according  to  our  author  •*,  a  darknefs  in    ^^P^' 
*!  the  eyes,  like  that  which  is  natural  to  fowl  and  poultry,  by 
which  they  pretend  to  explain  the  caufe,  but  doth  by  no  means 
'.come  up  to  it,  this  laft  being  only  a  heavinefs  of  the  eyelids, 
occafioned  by  the  abfence  of  the  fun's  rays  ;  whereas  the  dlf- 
.  temper  we  are  fpeaking  of,  and  which  EtmuUerus  calls  NyBa* 
•i^itfi,  doth  not  confift  in  a  biare  dimnefs  of  fight  momiqg 
"and  evening,  but  in  an  almoft  total  darknefs  during  the  whole 
•  night,  not  to  be  removed  by  any  artificial  light,  whilft  the 
padcnt  enjoys  a  pcrfeft  fight  all  the  reft  of  the  day.     In  the 
night,  the  flame  of  a  wax-candle,  brought  near  him,  appears 
like  a  larg^  and  dim  globe  of  fire,  without  enabling  him  to 
difoover  any  other  objeft  either  near  or  diftant :  in  the  day- 
time he  fees  every  thing  as  diftinftly  as  thofe  who  enjoy  a 
pcrfeft  fight.     We  fliall  not  trouble  our  readers  with  the  va- 
rious conjectures  of  the  learned  concerning  this  -  periodical 
fuccefEon  oi  light  and  darknefs,  but  only  fubjoin  the  method 
of  cure  which'  the  Chinefe  doftors  make  ufe  of,  and  which,  , 

<  See  before, p.  aSo.fab  not.      ^  Dentrecollss  in  Let.  edif. 
tal,a)dv.  p.  Ijp,  &  i^^    \  Vid.  &  Dift.  Art.  &  Scicnt.  in  voc. 

tj  3  from 
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froAi  the  inftanced  wliich,  our  author  gives  us,  appears  fco  us  to 
be  eflfeAual ;  the  receipt  of  which  1$  as  follows : 
Hew  Take  the  gall  of  a  black-headed  ewe  or  weibet,  cut  k 

€wred.       from  the  liver,  not  iwth  an  iron,  but  a  (harp  bamboe  knife  ; 
ftrip  it  of  its  nerves,  pellides,  and  filaments,  and  fpriakte 
it  over  With  fidt-petre;  wrap  up  the  whole  clofe  in  a  leaf  rf 
.Nenubar^  and  jftew  it  over  a  flow  fire  in  a  proportioiialfc 
quantity  of  wafer :  iet  thc^wtieflt  icfeep-ftirwag  it  aU  the  time, 
holding  a  (heet  fpread  over  his  head,  to  keep  in  the  ftcam 
froan  evapocatihg,  but  that  it  ihiy  be  all  received  by  him  at 
the  nofe  and  eyes ;  which  will  caufethc  kttwr  to  run,  and  bf 
that  meajis  difehai^  the  inorbiflc  matter,  :and  complete  tte 
tcure.    $ome  advife  the  dnnriung  of  the  liquor  in  which  tlic 
^gall  is  fteivcd;  and  others  pretend  that  the  patiett  wUl  be 
cured  Vilhoiit  it,  and  even  though  the  ewe  or  >vetha-'s  hcJ^ 
.  were  of  any  orfier  colour  than  black,  but  all  agree  that  tbQ 
fumigation  is  the  chief  caufe  ti  the  cttre  ^, 

The  reader  may  fee  in  the  author  kift  quoted,  aftd  in  B^ 

Halde,  feveral  curious  extraftt  ontof  AatCiin^e  phyfical^rf 

botanic  books  \  for.  which  we  have  not  room  iu  a  w^skk  tf 

this  extenfive  nature,  and  which,  at  the  beft.  Would  pn6A 

^Jm^cufa-     agreeable  but  to  few  of  our  readers ;  wc  (b^l  therefore  con-. 

^ion  of  the  tent  ourfelves  with  felefting  two  of  the  inoft  curious  stadia 

j(5itf//-/tf*.  .markable  ones  out  of  them ;  viz^  their  methd'd  t>f  inocubUi^t 

or,  according  to  their  own  more  iigtufkaftt  t^m,-  Ttbuhg^^ 

(B),  oi  fowing  the/maU'pQX\  a^nd  the  defcription  <3f  the  fe** 

mods 

k  DEurRBcoLLEs,  ubi  flip,  '  Hift.  of  CWia,  iwl.i. 

p.  183,  &  feq.  212,  &  feq.  &  aHb.  paiT. 

(B)  The  verb  Tchungy  wc  arc  cul^tii^,  mny  likewifc  be  iM  & 

told,  properly  Agnifies  to  fow,  probabilitytaken  from  their flif> 

sj^nd  teou^  or  Uooy  is  the  name  thod  of  commuiiiGating  it^wJud 

they  give  to  the  fmall-pox,  and  is  not  by  injcHidn  of  |tW^%9s 

to  a  imall  eating  pea  they  hive  ours  is,  but  by  Blbyjlng  Tdnie 

.   among  them  ;  fo  that  it  is 'pro-  fmall  quaiiti^of  the*^firSer.Of 

bable  this  name  might  at  firft  be  adried  puftuie  hife.thik«lidMfb 

giv«n  to  that  diftcmper  on  He-  of  the  patieftts.  >  THe  fifft-hfte 

count  of  the  likenefs  of  the  of  it,  it  is  fappofed,  was  ttioto 

puftales  it  raifes  on  the  fkin  to  from  the  yjlarlient  itcSbkg  ui  dot 

the  colour  and  figure  of  that  part,  whi^hwa^Clbrerndtobe 

fmall  pulfe,  there  being  no  dif-  the  fifreruoner  qfthatdiftemper 

feretvce  either  in  the  writing  or  in  children  >  from  which  thjjr 

'pronouncing  of  that  word.  rightly  infciTcdj'tTiat  the  place 

The  term  fowing,  which  they  where  the  firft  feeds,  or  fymp- 

.'iife  hfte4dx3f  grafting  a  Ad  iitio*  'liftfts  of  U  appeared  might  be 
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mpus  comphire-troe^  the  method  of  eKtr^iBg#and  purifyiDg 
its  gum,  together  with  the  various  Tirtues  they  attribute  both 
to  that,  and  to  the  wood  itfelf. 

That  the  Chinefe  had  the  art  of  inoculating  the  fmall-pox,  Knoym  In 
itt  order  to  preveYit  the  dreadful  havock  which  that  diftemper  Chin^,  - 
made  among  them,  long  enough  before  we  knew  any  thing  ^^^/^^^^ 
of  it  in  Europe,  or  in  all  probability  the  Armeniam  at  Cqut  ^^  ^y^' 
ftantinople,  from  whom  we  firft  received  it,  is  evident  from  ^''^ 
their  phyfical  books  which  treat  of  that  diflemper,  and  of  the 
propereft  me.thods  of  communicating  and  curing  it,  awd  vin- 
dicate and  recommend  it  as  a  moft  fafe  and  beneficial  dlfco- 
very.  '  •-    ^ 

This  laft  circumftance,  joined  to  the  great  vpgue  which  \t 
Jiath  gained  throughout  the  empire,  may  be  Jooked  upon  ^ 
a  ftcong  prefumption  that  the  Chinefe  were  the  firft  auitboof 
of  it  (C),  it  being  quite  contrary  to  the  ma^isis  and  praAice 


&e  propereft  place  for  fowing 
them  in  oUier  perfons,  and  the 
mod  likely  to  tonvey  it  with 
eafc  and  fpeed  into  the  reft  of 
the  body  (3).    . 

(C)  Some  of  our  EngHJhvfxU 

ters,  who  received  the^rft  news 

of  this  new  method  from  Con- 

fwiin^ple^   and  other  parts  of 

the  OthmoM  empire,    y^xt  it 

was  praftifed  only  by  ^  few  Ar- 

menians  about  the  1 7th  century, 

j^ave  imasiiied  that  they  had 

hrought   It   from  fome  of  the 

xoantrie«  adjacent  to  the  Caf 

^  fca;  which  conjedtnre,  if 

tme,  might'  incline  one  to  be- 

}me,  that  the  <:hinefi  might 

likewife  receive  it  from  t&ofe 

parts  t^  thje  means  of  the  fan^e 

Armenian  caravans  which  have 

trafficked  into    that  empire  a 

confiderable. number  of  years : 

but  if  we  take  in  the  Account 

w^Hch .  *the   Chintfe  .  themfelves 

give  of  it)  it  wiH  be  much  more 

fwAable  that  both  the  Jtme- 

9ians,  ajiid.tho^e  countries  thro' 


which  they  travelled,  had  it  ori- 
ginally from  them. 

But  it  is  hardly  credible  that 
thofe  Tartaric  nations  about  the 
C«/^/^7«  ftiould  havetheleaftno-  . 
tion  of  fo  valuable  a  fecret,  who 
knew  not  fo  much  as  how  to  ^ 
fence  againft  that  diftemper,  and 
were  wont,  upon  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  K,  to  flee  from  it  as 
/rom  the  moft  dreadful  pefti- 
lence,  abandoning  their  neareft 
relations,  when  once  infected 
with  it.  Add  to  this,  that  if  the 
difcovery  of  it  had  been  brought 
by  the  caravans  of  thofe  parts 
into  the  Chinefe  empire,  the  pro- 
vince of  Shenfi,  which  is  co|[* 
tiguotts  to  it,  muft  have  had  it 
before  that  of  ^*itiff^*9^»,  which 
is  iituate  on  the  fonth-weft  ^f 
it,  4nd  is  that  where  the  Chintfe 
^ffiire  us  the  author  of  the  difcQ- 
very  then  lived ;  fothat,  every 
thing  duly  weighed,  we  m^y 
venture  to  agree  with  that  atx- 
thor  ('4)  in  giving  the  credit  of 
that  ufrfuj  difcoy^ry  to>4he  CW«» 
nefe  nation. 


/3)  Dmrecoikt  in  tettret  itdifiant,  voL  xx.  p.  306,  jST^f.         (/^)  U*  ihid^ 

Va  of 
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of  that  politic  natioR  to  admit,  at  leaft  with  fnch  ijcA  and 
readinefs,  any  new  arts  or  inventions,  how  promifing   and 
ufefui  foever,  much  lefs  fo  uncertain  and  dangerous  a  otic  as 
this  muft  appear  at  firft,  which  comes  to  them  by  the  hands 
By  wbomy  of  ftrangers.     Accordingly  their  books  tell  us,  that  the  ficft 
mnd'whtre.  difcoverer  of  this  new  method  flouriflied  in  the  providce  of 
Kyang-nariy  near  the  frontiers  of  Kyang-fi;  and  that  it  began 
to  grow  in  vogue  about  the  latter  end  of  the  dynafty  of  Mxngj 
or  about  120  or  130  years  ago. 
///  great       S^T  that  which  gave  it  the  greateft  reputation  and  aiitho^ 
Jucccfi  in    rity,  was  the  great  fer^dces  it  did  afterwards  in  Tartq^ry,  about 
Tartar/,    the  year  1724,  whither  the  emperor  fent  fome  of  the  moft 
expert  proficients  to  exercife  it  upon  the  children  of  his  Tar^ 
iarian  fubjeAs,  among  whom  the  fmall-pox  was  looked  upoa 
as  the  worft  of  all  peftilential  difeafes  ;  infomuch  that  when-, 
ever  any  of  them,  whether  old  or  young,  were  attacked  witl' 
it,  cvery-body,  even  his  neareft  relations,  fled  from  him,  and 
•left  him   to  take  his  chance,  either  to  die  of  it,  or,  whidi 
feldom  happened,  to  overcome  it  by  the  help  of  a  ftrong  coa- 
ftitution. 
Eneoura.        ANOTHER  motive  which  induced  that  excellent  monarch 
ged  by  the  ^^  x,zk.t  this  precaution,  was  the  dreadful  havodc  which  k 
emferor^    .made  among  not  only  his  grandees,  and  other  officers,  whd 
brought  from  thence  the  umal  tributes  and  prefents  to  hin;^ 
but  likewife  among  the  merchants  who  came  thither  to  trafr 
fick,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  at  Pe-kingy  which'  is  feldom 
free  from  that  diftemj>er ;  fo  that  few  of  them  efcaped  bdi^ 
feized  with,  and  moft  of  them  of  being  killed  by,  it. 

Tho5E  phyficians,  according  to  his  orders,  foon  went  and 

difperfed  themfelves  into  feveral  parts  of  Tartary  ;   where 

they,  by  their  prudent  care  and  management,  had  fuch  fur- 

prifmg  fuccefs,  that  they  returned  fome  years  after  laden  w4 

the  moft  valuable  commodities  of  that  country,  and  became  j 

immenfely  rich,  and  in  high  efteem  at  that  prince's  court, 

who,  we  may  be  confident,  did  not  fail  of  encouraging  h 

^     nfeful  and  beneficial  a  difcovery.     But  it  is  time  now  to  give 

our  readers  an  account  of  their  method  of  proceeding  in  it, 

"  as  it  was,  not  without  great  difficulty  and  fecrefy,  commuoi- 

.  cated  to  our  author  by  fome  of  thofc  phyficians  then  attead- 

ing  the- court  "(D). 

Pro- 

■  DsNTRECOLLEs,  ubi  fup.  vol.  XX.  p.  3 1  J,  &  ftq. 

(D)  There  were  three  of  account  of  his  method;  the  lirft 
thofe  phyfici^s  who  were  pre*  of  whom,  though  the  moft  coo- 
vailed  up<)n  to  give  him  each  an^  cife,  bath  given  as  explic;it  and 

fatisfafloiy 
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Provide  yourfelf  with  a  good  quantity  of  the  dried  fcales  Their  «*• 
which  fall  oft  the  breaft  or  back  of  a  young  Wealthy  child,,  be-  t^od  of 
tween  one  and  Teven  years  old,  efpecially  if  he  be  gone  thro'  trocfi£ng 
the  fmall-pox  in  thirteen  days,  and  the  puftules  appear  to  '^  '^r 
have  been  full  and  clear ;  preferve  thofe  fcales  in  a  china 
vcflel  clofely  flopped  with  wax,  by  which  means  they  will    , 
keep  good  a  whole  year;  whereas  leaving  them  expofed  td       ' 
the  leaft  air  would  fpoil  them  in  a  few  days  :  let  .the  child^ 
on  whom  you  defign  >  to  inoculate  the  fmall-pox,  be  at  lekft 
a  year  old,  and  in  full  health,  and  his  body  be  rightly  and 
duly  prepared  by  proper  me4icines.     If  the  fcales  you  have  Cowvjfy^g 
for  ufe  be  fmall,  take  four  of  "them ;    if  large,  only  two ;  difeafe  by- 
and  put  between  them  about  a  grain  of  muflc,  and  wrap  up  thencjlnlf,^ 
the  whole  in  fome  fine  cotton,  in  the  form  of  a  tent,  which 
you  fhall  thruft  into  the  left  noftril,  if  it  be  a  boy;  ^nd  in 
the  right,  if  a  girl ;  taking  previous  care  that  the  future  of 
•  the  cliUd's  ctanium  be  well  clofcd,  and  that  the  body  be  not 
inclined  to  a  loofenefs,  or  any  ^Iment  which  is  contrary  to  the 
operation.     If  after  all  thefe  cautions,  the  puftules  do  not 
appear  in  three  days  after  the  fever  hath  begun  to  fhew  itfelf, 
thcii  one  ftiay  fafcly  promifc  one*s  felf  that  eight  or  nine  ia- 
ten  will  go  through  it  with  fafety,  and  do  well  after  it ;  but 
if  they  *put  forth  on  the  fecond  day  after  the  fever,  it  is  ^ 
qneftion  whether  one  haff  of  them,  and,  if  on  the  firft  day, 
whether  any  of  them,  will  outlive  it. 

Thus  far  the  firft  phyficians  ;  from  whofe -account,  though 
fliort,  one  may  ftill  fee  what  wife  precautions  they  take  in 
every  ftep  of  their  progrefs.     As  to  the  mixture  of  the  mul^  Mujkymih) 
with  ,the  fcales  which  are  put  into  the  nofe,  it  may  perhaps /^'^«^''» 
appear  to  us  a  trifling  nicety ;  and  fome  authors  tell  us,  that /^^-/^^^^'r 
they  ufe  no  other  ceremony  than  that  of  blowing  the  pow*   . 
dered  fcales  into  the  child's  noftril  through  a  funnel  or  cornet ; 
but  this  can  be  at  beft  but  a  flovenly  way,  and  ufed  only 

fatisfaftory  one  as  our  readers  of  them  unknown,  and  of  little 

would  care  to  read.    The  other  or  no  ufe  to  us  in  the  like  cafes ; 

two  differing  in  no  eflen^tial  part  for  thefe  rcafons,  and  to  avoid 

eftheprocels,  but  having  only  needlefs   repetitions,  we   ihall 

added  feme  further  minute  di-  only  add  fuch  material  direc- 

re6lions .  and  receipts  towards  tions  out  of  the  two  lad,  as  the 

preparing  the  patients,  and  pro-  firil  had  omitted  in  his ;  and  re^'^  v 

c  moting  the  procefs  of  the  ope-  fcr  thofe  of  our  readers,  who     ' 

ration ;  but  which  confift  on-  are  deiirous  to  be  more  fully-  , 

^      ly  of    fome    compofitions    of  acquainted  with  the  C6/«^  pra- 

plants,  and  other  drugs,  mod  £tice,  to  theauthor  himfelf(5). 

{^)fiititri€9lles,  uii  ft^,  ^•320— 36zt 

among 
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amoqg  the  poor  vulgar ;  for,  befides  its  carrying  6^  a  gcpat 
force  with  it,  as  may  caufe  the  oofe  to  run,  and  difebargi 
the  morbiferous  powder,  if  we  coniJder  that  the  uTe  of  Jiiofe 
high  perfumes  is  in  great  vogue  amongft  them^  and  eotct* 
into  a  great  number  of  their  phyfical  compofiticms,  it  i$  not 
without  mature  deliberation  that  they  apply  the  muflc  in  tins 
prefent  cafe,  not  only  as  it  is  a  ftrengthener  of  the  braio,  heart, 
and  ftomach,  and  confequently  a  promota*  of  the  intended 
(ecrctions ;  but  as  it  may,  by  its  baifamic  quality,  corrcft  the 
acrimony  of  the  fermentative  virus,  as  well  as  the  naufeouf- 
nefs  of  the  efBuvia  which  arife  from  the  morbific  Tcales. 
^^fi^^      The  other  two  dolors  are  fomewhat  dilFafe  and  intricate  i] 
'«i!e«Af  ^^P-^^^^^^^.^^  ^*^'  which  might  be  defigncdly  done,  dither  to 
u  their      ^^P^^Y  ^^^  *^^  ^^^  accuracy,  or  more  probably  to  perplex  ?■ 
frKeJs*      procefs  which  he  xeUiftaatly  communicated  to  a  ilranger,! 
and  to  prevent  his  reaping  any  advantage  from  it.     Howe¥cr,| 
as  -neither  of  them  diifers  from  the  firft  in  any  of  the  mate* 
rial  points  above-pientioned,  we  (hall  readily  fubjcwa.  what- 
ever we  meet  with  in  the  two  latter,  that  may  fervc  as  i; 
Tupplement  or  improvement  of  the  former.  And, 
T^9per  First,  As  to  the  proper  time  for  performing  the  opcnui 

/i«f/w-//,.^.Q^^  they  exclude  extreme  hot  or  cold  weather,  when  ibt 
animal  fpirits  are  either  difperfed  and  exhaufted,  qr  clfe.toa 
xlogged  and  flagnated ;  and  recommend  th^  Q>nng  and  aa.-« 
tumnas  thefitteft  fcafon,  when  they  are  free,  and  in  full  s>[ 
gour.  Upon  the  fame  account  they  commonly  chufe  ferenc 
and  clear  before  rainy  and  foul  weather ;  for  we  .mufl  .remem- 
Ijer,  rfiat  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  fuch  fudden  changes  m  ^^ 
-countries  as  it  is  with  us.  ] 

Tiefialesy      Secondly,  With  refpeft  to  the  fcales  to  be  ufcd  in  thip^ 
wuhenee  ^tffowingof  the  diftemper,  they  prefer  thofe  that  come  off  chf: 
ijg  taken,   "back  or  ftomach  before  thofe  of  any  other  part  of  the  body, 
ypecbdly  the  forehead  and  feet :  and  as  thofe  that  are  secern)/ 
gathered  are  apt  to  convey  too  great  an  acrimony  into  the 
blood,  they  ufualLy  correft  that  defeft  by  holding  themibine 
time  in  a  thin  gawfe  over  the  (learn  of  hot  water,  in  which 
ihave  been  infufed  fome  flices  of  liquorice  and  fcjC^QO^a  root^ 
but  thofe  fcales  which  have  been  k«pt  above  a  month  haveoQ 
,oeed  of  thiscorreAlve,  and  may  beia£dly  ufed  without  it. 
Thepatiini     Thjrdly,  With  regard  to  the  treating  of  the  patient, 
bonv  /«  ^«  thoy  prefcribe  the  iame  regknen  which  is  commonly  ufedm 
treated.    •  the  naturalfiHall-pox ;  oiriy  the  laft  of  the  above  fecejpis 
•jidds  the  adminiftcring  to  the  decumbent  about  two  or  three 
Scales  pulverifed  in  half  a  pmt  of  the  broth  called  €kirma>  ^ 
te-  drank  on  thb  &cond  day  after  the  infertioa< 

ll 
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If  the  puftales  do  not  appear, on  the  fourth  or  fifth  dUy, 
be  morbific  teUts  muft  be  taken  out,  and  ricourfe  be  had  to 
he  dole  prefcribed  to  be  taJtoi  before  the  iofertion,  by  way  of 
►reparative,  the  compofition  of  which  the  reader  will  jfind  ia 
be  margin  (E) ;  uiid  which,  the  third  phyCdah  aiTures  us, 
rill  as  eiieftually  preferve  the  patient  from  ever  having  the 
[iftemp^er,  as  if  the  inoculation  had  had  its  dueeffefl:;  efpe^ 
ially  if  the  fame  be  repeated  on  .th^  fourth,  fifth,  eighth!, 
Xkdi  nintH,  moons  after  his  decumbiture. 

This,  by  .what  our  author  could  learn,  is  all  t\iQ  purgative 
hey  ufe  by  way  of  preparing  their  patients,  if  thegentleaefs 
kF  its  operation  may  admit  of  that  name.     Emetics,  bleejdina; 
«id  other  more  forcing  rremedics,  they  carefully  avoids,  left 
iiey  fhould  debilitate  rather  than  allift -nature,  and  obftruft 
h&  fecretioa  and  excretion  ;  inftead  of  which,  when  thsy  find  Oflunt  ^ 
&e  fever  to  continue,  and  no  puftules  appear,  fome  of  them  '^^^  ^^ 
Bftix  a   fmall  quantity  of  o{Hum  with  their  other  medicines,  ^^^P  *^ 
wAiich  helps  to  reunite  the  fpirits,  andaffifts  them  in  throwing -^'^''*''^*' 
out  the  morbific  virus.     Thus,  far  their  inethod  of  fpwing  or 
inocnlating  the  fmall-pox,  which,  whether  more  eafy  gud  faEj      ^ 
fhan   that  of  <:onveying  the  morbiferous  pus  by  iaciiion  or 

*(E)  Take  of  red,  gresn,  and  or  from  half  an  -ounce  to  an 

black  j>eas,  and  fliced  liquorice, ,  o«*nqe,    m  proportion    to    the 

of  eich  one  ounces  let  them  all  child's  age  ;  the  Whole  diluteft 

"be-fittely  pounde^  ahd  fifted,  in  U  decoction  of  the  iValks  of  ^ 

and 'put  into  th.e  hdllow  t)f  a  ^^-i&i?^,  or  kind  of  dblohg  wild 

*|>fcceof  pilled  bamboe,  leave*  gourd,  'whidhaicfaid'to  ha>i^4 

Hiig  thie  knot  at  the^two  end^ ;  diuretic;  carwwnitive,  and  «- 

'4ind  40t  thfena  be^ftxipped  very  £'e&ingqualHy. 

'dofb   with  two  pieces  of  fir- ;.      Some  Ci&fwip/^  jsooks  gife  lu, 

wood,    covered  all  over  witk  howeveif^  "a  xuore. cleanly,  ihort, 

wax.     Suff  end  the  faid  ftkk,  in  andeafyway,  of  preparing^  this 

the  winter,    in  the  foil  of   a  medicine,    by  boiling  all   tha 

ii^9-^aff^,orhoufe'of-o](Ece,du-  ^bove-mentioned  ingredients  ia 

ring  (he  fpace  of  a  month  or  an  earthen  veiTel,  till  the  whole 

two,     When'tak6n  6ut,  fcleanfe  ,  becbtttes  of  la  moderate  thick'- 

the  outfide  thoroughly,  and  dry  nefs,  and  giving  it  hi  a  donhle 

the  pQ  wder  in  .the  fhade :  and  quantity ;  but  whether  or  no  it    . 

aiidto  ev6ry  bonce  of  it  three  wiH  ^hav'c  t!ic  fame  virtue,  wc 

1%5,  or  {hit^  tenth  parts  of  a'n  Will  not  warrant ;  only  oth-'m^- 

,X)"unce;  of  thfe itower  'Moei-t/e.-z  fionary  ^fitfrts  us,  tii6t  die  Tdd 

^Kind  of  wild   a^rlcdt,  which  peas  expd  all  .peceartt  ikiLtx^t* 

Wows  only  in  winrti;,  atid  beat«  from  the  heart,  ^e  black  fro#n 

^b  f^uit,  we!I  dried  by  a  fire,  the  reins,  itad  the  green  froia 

and  powdd^ed.     The'  dofe  is  the  ftomach  (6), 

&om  one  half  to  a  whole  Mafs^ 


ponfturc^ 
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Jjunfturc,  as  is  praftlfed  by  the  Greeks  in  Turhy^  aad  by  our 
iirgeons  in  England,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  dctennine ; 
much  lefs  whether  it  ought  to  haVe  rhe  prefcreacc  before  thfcf 
^heir  no-  natural  one.  If  our  reader  ftiould  be  defirous  to  know  whai 
tion  of  the  account  the  Chinefe  books  give  of  the  latter,  we  can  only  tdl 
maiural  thdm,  that  they  fcem  unanimoufly  to  agree,  that  every  child 
/*-*•  brings  the  morbific  poifon  with  him  from  the  womb  ;  but 

whether  it  receives  it  from  the  father  or  mother,  they  are  not 
agreed  ; .  neither  can  they  give  any  tolerable  account  why  or 
how  it  difplays  itfelf  in  fuch  various  fliapes,  produces  fuch 
different  effefts/  and  at  fuch  diilerent  and  diftant  periods  of 
lifem. 

The  cam-  The  laft  thing  We  propofed  to  mention,  under  this  head 
phire-tree  of  phyfic,  was  the  famed  camphire-tree,  their  method  of  ex- 

defcrihed,  trafting  and  purifying  its  gum,  and  the  virtues  they  afcribe  to 
it,  as  well  as  to  the  wood  which  bears  it.  This  noble  tree,  fo 
famed  for  its  largenefs  and  prodigious  height,  is  called  byAe 
Chinefe  Tchdngy  and  the  camphirc  which  is  extrdfted  froiait 
Tchatig-nao,  The  account  we  have  of  it,  and  of  the  Chineft 
v/2iY  of  extraftinff  and  fublimating  its  excellent  gum  being 
taken  from  an  old  Chinefe  book,  which  the  emperor  Kang-H 
caufed  to  be  reprinted,  with  the  obfervations  of  fome  of  the 
moft  learned  and  curious  vif  tuofos  and  literati  of  the  empir?, 
carries  its  own  authority  with  it,  ar(d  confutes  feveral  erro- 
'  neous  notions  we  had  or  .that  procefs  here  in  Europe  (F) ;  for 
which,  rcafon  we  hope  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to. 
have  a  more  clear  and '  authentic  account  of  it  than  they  haw 
hitherto,  met  with^  ^s  it  hath  been  communicated  to  thde 
European  parts  by  the  ftme  ingenious  miffionary^  from  wh(Hn 
we  had  theicurious  procefs  of  the  Chinefe  inoculation,  meih 
tioned  in  the  preceding  article  f. 

JtfvaJI      .  The  t^eeitfeif  is  erf  fuch  a  inonilrous  fize,  that  fome  of 

height  and  them  rife  to  above  300  feet ;  its  thickriefs  is  proportionable  to 

thicknefs,  * 

»  Db  N T RE  c DLL  E  8,  ubi  fup.  f  Idcm,  ubi  fup.  vol.  xxiv. 

p.  406,  &  feq. 

(F)  Amongd  theCe  we  may  inciiion(7),andthatitisbroQgLt 
reckon  that  of  the  famous  Mr.  crude  from  thence  by  thtDutchi 
.  Lemeryt  who  affirmed  the  cam-  all  which  is  ^^lainly  confuted  by 
phire  to  difUl  from  the  trunk  the  more  curious  account  given 
and  the  larger  branches  of  the  us  by  the  Chinefe  book  above- 
tree;  and  thatof  J?/x««/^i?r,.and  mentioned,  as  the  reader  wOl 
others  after  him,  who  pretend  fee  by  what  fallows, 
that  it  is  drawn  from  the  tree  by  *  . 

(^)  Di&iw,  Jrt»  ^  Scient,/ukv9C*  CafBphef, 
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it;  in|binuch  that  ao  men  can  hardly  embrace  its  trunk.  Tho 
branches  fpread  a  coniiderable  way ;  and  the  wood,  which  U  . 
very  hard  and  durable,  is  off  fmguiar  ufe  for  the  conflru£lion 
of  large  ihips,  as  wcU  as  for  other  'more  curious  pieces  of 
joinery,  by  reafon  of  the  beauty  and  glofEnefs  of  its  furface, 
and  the  great  variety  of  its  veins.  Their  texture  Is  fp  tena- 
cious and  clofe,  that  it  is  very  conmion  to  fee  many  of  them 
above  300  years  old. 

They  neither  yield  their  fine  gum  by  diftillation  nor  by  The  gum 
incifion ;  an  operation  fo  eafy,  and  well  kno\yn  among  the  hon^i  epc- 
Chinefe^  that,  if  it  could  be  got  by  that  way,  they  would  rea-  traS^ed^ 
dily  adopt,  as  they  do  with  regard  to  the  fir  and  other  re- 
^nous  trees,  preferably  to  that  tedious  and  difiicult  one  which' 
they  are  obliged  to  take  to  extraft  it  from  this  ;  and  which  is 
as  follows  :  They  take  fome  of  the  neweft  branches;,  and  faw 
them  acrofs  in  thin  flips  of  about  an  inch  in  thicknefs  ;  and 
thefe  they  <?hop  again  into  fmall  fquare  bits,  and  foak  them 
.three  days  and. three  nights  in  well-water,  by  whi&  time  they 
are  fuflicLently  macerated  to  be  fet  %  boiling  on  a  moderate 
^  fire.     They  ftir  them  all  the  whil^  with  a  fir  flick,  till  they 
have  yielded  their  gummy  juice^  which  is  eafily  known  by 
its  flicking  likea  white  jelly  to  the  fir-flick  :  they  then  flrain  percolated^ 
the' whole,  taking  fpecial  care  that  none  of  the  faeces,  or  other 
filth,  be  intermixed  with  it ;  and  pour  it  gently  into  an  earth- 
en veffel  well  varniftied,  in  which  they  let  it  fland  and  Cool  a 
whole  night,  and  on  the  morrow  is  found  the  camphire  coa- 
gulated into  a  mafs  or  cake. 

This  mafs  is  afterward  purified  or  fublimated  in  the  ioX- purifad^ 
lowing  manner  :  They  take  a  bafon  or  flattifh  veflel  of  red  ^ndfublh 
copper,  arid  put  into  it  a  layer  of  the  pulverifed  earth  of  *^^^' 
fome  old  mud  wall,  and  over  that  ohe  of  the  mafs ;  they  add 
a  fecond,  third,    and  fourth,  layer  of  each,  and  cover  the 
whole,  firfl  with  a  frefii  layer  of  the  leaves  of  the  plant  Po^ 
or  penny-royal,  and  this  with  another  copper  bafon  of  the  .    . 

fame  bignefs,  turned  upfide-down  upon  the  firfl;  and  fo 
Arongly  cemented  together,  that  none  of  theefHuvia  can  eva- 
porate through  the  joining,  which  would  otherwife  mar  not 
the  prQCefs.  The  firfl  bafon  bring  thus  filled,  and  clofely 
covered,  is  fet  on  a  moderate  fire,  which  mufl  be  neither  top 
fierce  ncM*  too  flack,  and  care  be  taken  that  the  cement  be  the 
cracked  by  the  h^t,  or  any  accident ;  and,  after  ha^dng  been 
a  fufficient  time  on  the  coals,  which  is  mofUy  gained  by  expe-  /  • 
.rience,  it  is  taken  off,  and  left  to  cool ;  and,  upon  parting 
the  two  bafons,  the  camphire  will  be  found  incruflated  and 
£ibUmated,  flicking  o^  the  top  and  fides  of  the'  uppermoft 
one.    If  the  imt  acperi|n«Qt  be  repeated  iu  the  famejndfMicr 

twicf 


-^ 


7 be  9pera'  twice  or  three  times,  etch  operadoh  wOl  yield  a  frefii  qoai 

tioH  re-       ttty  of  the  fame  odoriferous  gum.    Thefe  muft  Ukewife  b« 

peattJ,       put  between  two  earthen  veifels/  well  cloied  together  ^itl 

eementy  or  with  wet  paper,  to  ftop  all  evapcn^atbos ;  and  h 

fet  upoid  a  moderate  fire,  in  order  to  make  it  fit  for  nfe] 

and,  when  taken  off  and  cooled,  ths^  camphire  will  be  foood 

iij  its  utmoft  perfeftion,  and  ready  for  ail  ufes. 

Whetberit     ^'^  ^^  i^^t  unlikely,  continues  our  Jefuit,  that  fome  expeft 

way  mt  be  European  diemift,  who  could  procure  a  quantity  of  thofere* 

done  in  a   cent  branches,  might  find  out  a  more  eafy  and  expeditiom 

^  fuieker      way  of  cxtrafting  this  valuable  gum  from  it**,  and  fublimate* 

^^'         ing  it  to  the  fame  degree  of  perfeftion  ;  and  yet  it  is  no  left 

plain>  that  the  Cbinefe  are  neither  ignorant  of,  nor  averfe  to, 

a  fliorter  way,  feeing  they  can  fublimate  even  mercury  be* 

tween  two  well  luted  common  crucibles  ;  fo  that  they  muft  be 

fuppofed  to  have  fome  grounds  for  keeping  up  to  this  fflOR 

laborious  procefs,  in  order  to  have  it  in  its  true  purity  and 

perfeftion ;  though,  from  the  notion  of  Lemeryy^vA  others^ 

of  its  being  brought  crude  and  foul  from  thence  into  HaHadi 

one  may  ^ly  conclude,  that  they  do  by  it  as  they  do  hf  ^ 

th^ir  tea,  and  other  commodities  ;  and  either  extraft  It  iaai 

more  flovenly  way,  or  adulterate  it  with  fojne  heterogeneow 

mixture ;  the  cakes  of  it,  which  are  brought  from  thence  bj  1 

the  Dutch^  or  perhaps  rather  by  the  Batavian  natives,  vlo  j 

commonly  trade  thither,  appearing  as  if  they'werecaftintfcil 

ltd  of  a  porridge-pot.     However,  it  is  plain  they  make  fofi-  i 

cicnt  quantities  of  the  p9rer  fort  for  their  own  ufe,  fiocc  it  j 

bears  no  higher  a  price  at  Pe-ktng  than  about  zd.  fer  oonce;  \ 

^  and  is  ftili  cheaper  in  tiie  diftant  provinces,  from  wh^icfs  th^  I 

'f  be  double  fetch  it.    There  is  moreover  a  double  advantage  in  extraftil 

adnjan-     it  .in  the  tedious  manner  above-mentic«cd ;  the  <Mie  is,  that 

tages  of    it  may  be  donS  at  all  feafons  of  the' year,  whereas  there  couM 

"  tbis  long    be  but  one  feafon  for  doing  it  by  inciAon  ;  the  other,  'isaL 

^^'  the  lopping  off  the  branches  doth  not  hurt  the  tree  lik  the 

wounding  of  it  o.  *  , 

Firtues  of     The  virtues  the  Cbinefe  book  abovie-mcntioned  attributes 
the  cum-    -the  camphire  arc  various.     It  is  of  an  acid  and  w»i&  mtt 
fbire,        j^p J  j^  ^Q  ^^fg  prejudicial  or  hurtful ;  it  helps  to  carry  <tf ^ 
phltgm  and  flime  from  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ;  it 
the  blood  from  filth,  and  rectifies  the  difofders  which 
caufed  by  cold  an<J  dampnefs  ;  It  eafes  the  moft  violent 
and  colera  morbus ^  loathings  and  flatulencies  in  the  ftomadj 
it  cures  the  itch,  fcabs,  and  other  cuticular  ailments  \  £»• 

*  DfiNTiiECOLLts,  ubi  fitp.  p.  \^^f  &  feq.  *  U,'^ 
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loofe  teeth,  and  dcanfes  rotten  ones ;  and  is  an  excellent  prc- 
fervative,  as  well  as  an  efFeftaal  remedy,  kgainft  bodily  ver^' 
ihin.    The  wood  of  it  is  likewife  affirmed  to  have  all  the  Ofthi 
virnics  of  the  gum,  though  in  a  much  inferior  degree,  the  de-  <wQoi. 
coftion  of  it  being  fuccefsfully  ufed   againft  all  the  above- 
mentioned  diforders ;  and,  if  taken  in  a  large  quantity,  works 
as  a  gentile  emetic,  and  cleanfes  the  ftomach  and  bowels  from 
peccant  humours.      Laftly,  and  to  naifie  no  more,  fhoes^ 
the  foks  of   which   ftre  'made   of   this   wood,    cure    the 
feet  from  exceffive  fweating,  and  are  a  great  ftrengthener  of 
them.    And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  the  virtues  of  this 
tree,  and  its  excellent  gum;  though  the  Chinefe^  itinuft  be 
owned,'  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  greatly  inferior  to  that 
which  comes  from  the  ifland  of  Borneo  p. 

To  conclude  this  article,  one  may  fafely  fay,  that  the 
^liole  fldll  of  the  Chinefe  praftititioners  in  phyfic,"  among 
whom  the  Lamas  are  ^reckoned  fome  of  the  beft,  confifts 
chiefly  in  the  knowlege  of  a  certain  number  of  plants  and 
drugs,  and  the  poffeffion  of  fome  approved  receipts,  tranf* 
mi^  as  an  inheritance  from  father  to  foa,  and  preferred  ^- ^ 

widi^the  utmofl  fecrecyin  their  families  ;  and  which,  if  mif  i 
applied  through  inadvertency  or  ignorance,   which  is  often 
Accafey  and  faU  of  the  promifed  fuccefs,  thofe  pretenders 
irencvor  at  a  lofs  fir  fome  fpedous  excufe,  by  throwing  the 
blaae  either  on  the  weather,  the  irregularity  of  the  patients, 
or  the  careleffiids  of  thofe  who  attend  them :  whereas-  xhi&Con^kfe 
emperor  Kang^i  had  been  fo  well  conidnced,  that  moft  of  treatifeof 
thar  mifcarriages  Were  owing  to  their  want  of  fkill  in  ana-  anatony 
tomy,  that  he  ordered  one  of  the  befl  Eurppean  treatifes  on'  tranjlated 
thatfubjeft  to  be  tranflated  into  the  Tartarian  language,  and  JJ^     • 
idoraed  with  ill  the  variety  of  cuts  that  were  neceffary  for        ^ 
fuch  a  work*  which  were  thofe  of  the  famed  BartoUnus  ;  all  ^^^ 
which  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  care,  under  the  direftion 
rf  Father  Parremn,  and  highly  admired  at  court.     When 
the  work  was  coihpletcd,  liiat  prince,  recoUefting  that  he 
had  fe6n,  among  other  of  his  rarities,  a  ftatue  about  three 
feet  high,  caft  in  copper,  on  which  were,  as  he  imagined,  all  the 
vdns  and  arteries  delineated  in  their  proper  places,  he  ordered 
it  to  be  brpught  out,  and  compared  with  thofe  of  the  treatiie. 
To  their  great  furprize,  they  found  thofe  lines,  all  parallel  ta 
each  other,  and  ^moft  all  of  the  fame  length,  without  any 
theleaft  refemblance  either  to  veins  or  arteries,  or  anfwering 
to  their  true  fituation  and  number.     The  (latue  having  at 
kngth  bo^en  examined  by  two  of  the  experteft  phyficians  be* 

f  l>HiTK%CQhv%9,  ubifup.  p.  428,  &Xeq« 
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longing  to  the  palace,  they  foon  found  that  thofe  lines  W9& 
traced  on  the  figure  with  no  other  view  than  to  point  out  dK 
places  that  were  proper  to  let  blood  at,  *by  the  operatiafc 
lately  mentioned,  called  acupunfture,  or  by  thejhelpofcoai 
ne.  mpe-  needles,  in  cafes  of  rheumatifm,  gout,  fdatica,  i;c,    Upa( 
rorsjudg-  which  the  emperor  told  them,  that  he  remembered  that  thcB 
matt  on  the  had  been  a  difleftion  of  a  human  body  under  the  foregooj 
dijjiaion    dyhafty  of  Ming^  which  was  the  firft,  if  not  the  only  oa 
§fcrimi'    that  had  ever  been  made  in  China  :  Th»ughy  added  he,  Ijbvi 
**"•  not  be  againft  their  being  often  repeated  on  the  bodies  rf  c 

nals,  for  the  fake  of  the  advantages  that  may  be  reaped  fit 
it  J  provided  it  were  done  privately  y  and  only  in  the  prefa 
of  phyficians  and  furgeoy\s ;  it  being  but  juji  that  ti 
wretches,  who  have  done  fo  much  mifchief  to  the  pubEc 
their  life-time,  fhould  be  doomed  to  make  fome  ufeful  amends^ 
it  after  their  death  ^.  But  the  difficulty  is,  how  to  indd 
the  Chinefe  to  think  In  the  lame  juft  manner. 

SECT.    VIII. 

Oj  the  Origin^  Jntiquity^  and  Chronology ^  of  ik 

Chinefe  Nation. 

f 
Orifinatid  \1[7^  ^^^^  already,  in  fome  of  the  foregoing  feftions*,  I 
antiquity^  \         occafion  to  inform  our  readers,  mat,  with  regard 
oftheQ\ii'  the  account  we  gave  of  the  origin,  antiquity,  and  firft  pfl 
nefe.         pling,  of  the  Chinefe  nation,  we  contented  ourfelveswithfi 
lowing  the  moft  received  opinion,  which  fuppofes  them,! 
well  as  the  Tartars,  to  be  defceijded  from  Magog,  Mejbn^ 
and  Tubal  ^ ;  and  accordingly  laid  before  our  readers  afd 
of  the  moft  material  arguments  which  have  hitherto  be 
urged  againft  the  hypothefis  of  the  late  le'arned  Shuckfi^rd, 
Noah'  being  the  fame  with  the  Chinefe  Fo-hi,  the  founder 
that  monalrchy  **.   Thefe  we  endeavoured  to  fet  in  the  ftrongi 
light,  not  fo  much  as  our  real  opinion,  as  with  a  vie\f 
exciting  thereby  fome  of  our  ingenious  correfpondents,  whai 
we  know  to  be  on  the  contrary  fide  of  the  queftion,  to  coe^ 
municate  their  thoughts  to  us  on  that  curious  and  fo  mfldt' 
controverted  fubjeft,  in  hopes  of  receiving  fome  farther  K^ 
from  their  difcoveries,  which  might  either  con*oborate  or  c» 
ilfr:Shuk-P^^^^  the  general  opinion  of  the  learned.     Our  hopes  hx» 
ford' J  tfr-  not  been  fruftrated  ;  and  we  dare  flatter  ourfelves,  that  the 
gutnent      many  judicious  hints  we  have  fince  received  from  a  certaia 

refumed*             _                     ,.-....             ^       ^  *.  n    t 

^  Parrenin.  ubi  fup.  VOL  xvii.  p.  386,  &  feq.  *SecW' 

fore,  p.  100.  &  Antient  Hift.  vol.  xx.  p.  109,  &  feq.  *  Ibid. 
200,  &  feq.       ^  Conincftion,  part  i.  p.  59,  &  feq.  - 
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quarter  Have  now  enabled  us  to  refume  the  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  Dr*  Shuckford's  fyfteniy  not  only  in  a  manner  almoit 
intirely  new,  but  backed  with  fuch  frefti  and  autheptic  proofs 
as  will,  we  doubt  not,  appear  to  every  unbiaffed  reader  more 
than  equivalent  to  any  thing  that  hath  hitherto  been  ob- 
jefted  againft  it,  and  on  that  account  juftly  to  deferve  a  place 
in  a  work  like  this  ;  that,  by  a  fair  comparifon  between  them, 
every  one  may  be  enabled  to  embrace  that  fide  of  the  que- 
ffion  which  appears  to  him  to  carry  the  greater  weight.  And 
this  we  judge  the  more  incumbent  upon  us,  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  authorities  we  fliall  produce  are  fuch  as  have  not 
hitherto  appeared  in  public,  at  leaft  in  the  clear  light  in  which 
they  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages,  and  which  we  are      \ 
not  without  hopes  may  afFord  matter  for  greater  improvement 
among  fuch  as  are  bell  verfed  in  thofe  remote  antiquities :  for  His  fyfiem 
though  we  readily  own,  that  the  ingenious  Dr.  Shmkfird^s  clogged 
hypothefis,  on  the  foot  he  hath  propofed  it,  and  from  the  '^fj^^J^.^* 
method  he  hath  undertaken  to  prove  it,  appears  ftill  clogged  ^W^^^^'^^» 
with  fuch  feeming  infurmountable  diflSculties,  as  might  eafily 
determine  a  hafty  reader  to  |rejeft  it  in  the  lump  (for  which 
reafon  we  fliall  follow  it  no  farther  than  we  can  plain  the 
way  before  it) ;  yet  if  thofe  feeming  difficulties  can  be  clearly  but  <vchich 
removed,  and  fuch  new  proofs  be  brought,  as  will*  make  it  ap-  are  yet 
pear  not  only  extremely  probable  and  rational,  but  (which  is  ^^fy  to  he 
the  moft  important,  though  difficult,  point  to  carry)  eafily  removed. 
reconciled  with,  and  by  fome  authentic  faft  ftiewn  to  be  quite 
confiftent  with,  our  Hebrevj,  as  well  as  with  the  antlent  Chi- 
neje  chronology  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  mutual  evidence 
which  thefe  two  will  be  found  to  refledl  on  each  other  will 
eafily  outweigh  all  that  can  be  urged  againft  it,  either  on'  ac- 
count of  the  newnefs  or  Angularity  of  it :  and  much  more 
fo,  if,  by  their  mutual  help  and  agreement,  we  Ihall  be  eh- 
abled  to  fix  the  C^w^' chronology,  from  the  very  foundation   , 
rf  its  monarchy,  upon  a  furer  bails  than  hath  been  hitherto 
attempted,  or  thought  upon.     But  as  this  laft  is  the  moll:  im- 
portant point  of  all,  and  fitteft  to  precede  immediately  the 
Wftory  of  the  Chinefe  monarchs,  we  fliall  defer  it  till  then  ; 
whilft  we '  now  go  on  with  the  other  topics,  by  which  we 
intend  to  fhew  the  great  probability  of  Noah  being  the  fame 
with  fo'hiy  and  the  founder  of  the  Chinefe  monarchy. 

This  hypothefis  (for  we  will  not  yet  venture  to  call  it  by  Argumerts 
aftronger  name)  hath  been  in  a  great  meafure  already 'con- y''^'''^^'''^/''*^- 
firmed  by  various  learned  pens,  by  a  much  greater  niiAiber  ^-^f^'i-y  ^f 
of  arguments  than  our  defigned  brevity  will  pcnr.it  us  to  in-  ^^^^^^^J 
fift  on  ;  for  which  reafon  we  fnall  confine  ourfelves  to  fuch  only  z.°^^\i 
as  either  carry  the  greateft  weight,  or  as  have  not  yet  been  ur^^ed  r  *"f 
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in  favour  of  it  by  any  aujthor.    We  b^n  with  the  former 
1^  which  are  as  follow  : 

jfjtnity  of  I.  The  affinity  and  analogy  of  the  names  of  Noah.vi 
Fo'hi ;  together  with  other  particulars  of  their  hiftory,  to( 
trite  and  well  known  to  need  a  longer  detail  here,  as  fome  c 
the  moft  material  will  come  in  more  properly  in  the  fequel. 

2.  NOAH  and  Fo-hi  bdng  contemporary  ;  a  point  whk 
hath  been  partly  proved  by  Dr.  Shuckford"^  but  will  be  ma 
fully  fo  under  our  laA  head. 

3.  Several  remarkable  particulars  which  Chinefe  hiftoi 
records  of  Fo-hiy  and  do  in  a  great  meafure  agree  with  tha 
which  Mofes  hath  related  of  Noahy  are  another  ftrong  pn 
fumption  of  their  being  the  fame  perfon  (A). 

4.  A  FOURTH  argument  is  the  vaft  and  almoft  univi 
oppofition  which  is  found  between  the  Chinefe^  and  all  oth 
the  defcendants  of  Noah ;  particularly  with  regard  to 
religion,  la\vs,  government,  learning,  arts,  cuftoms,  ifc.  i 
more  efpecially  ftill  with  refpeft  to  their  language  ^ ;  from 
which  it  is  jullly  concluded,  that  they  muft  have  been  a  Si 
ferent  people  from  thofe  who  were  difperfed  foon  after 
building  of  the  tower  of  Babel^  among  whom  there  flill  re 
mained  a  fufficient  conformity  in  all  the  above-mentioned  tt 

*  Connexion,  part  i.  p.  102.  'Bayer  Gramm.  Side 

k  Mufic.  Sinic.  Kercher  Chin.  lUuftr.  ht  Compte,  Mai 
TIN  I,  Sc  al.  plun  \yEB  Primitive  Language^  Shuckforv 
kc. 


(A)  Thus  Fo'hi  is  affirmed 
by  the  Chiimfe  to  have  haCd  no 
father  f  and  l^oahy  all  whofe 
ancellor?  pcrilhed  by  the  flood^ 
being  the  firft  patriarch  of  the* 
poildilavian  world,  ftands  there 
as  if  he  had  no  father,  no  men- 
tion being  made  of  any  in  the 
C/{'/«^  annals.  2.  Jo  J'/'s  mo- 
ther is  faid  to  have  been  im- 
pregnated by  the  rainbow  ;  a 
conceit  moft  probably  arifing 
from  its  being  given  by  God  as 
a  pledge  to  Noah  and  his  pofte- 
rity  ( I ) ;  and  agreeable  enough 
to  the  imperfed  notion  which 
the  Chi fje/e  retained  oi'that  phae- 


nomenon.  3.  Fo-hi  is  faid  tt 
have  carefully  bred  up  (er6 
forts  of  creatures,  which  he  afa 
to  facrifice  to  the  fupreme  Spiril 
of  heaven  and  earth.  Noah  iJ 
affirmed  by  Mo/es  to  have  taka 
into  the  ark  of  every  deal 
be  aft,  and  fowl  of  the  air,  b; 
fevens,  and  to  have  offered  thcffl 
up  a  burnc-oiFering  unto  tbc 
Lord  ( 2 ) .  Laftly ,  The  Chinefi 
derive  the  name  of  Fohi  frott 
his  oblations  (3};  and  Mofe 
gives  Noah  his  name  on  account 
of  the  grant  which  God  made 
to  him  in  confequence  of  his 
offering  (4J, 


( T )   Genef.  ix.  j  7, 
Du  Haide,  '&  ah 
/,.  26j,  X^/tf^. 

s 


(2)    Hid,  vii.  2.  (3)  See  Martini i  Le  Cmtte, 

(4)   Ger.if,  viji.  20,  fef /^^.     Set  filfi  AntUnt  Wfi.  W. 
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[pefts  to  hdp  one  to  trace  them  to  their  common  original : 
or  if  all  the  difficulties  that  are  raifed  againft  the  poffibility  ' 

>f  NbaV%  leading  a  colony  into  China,  and  founding  a  mon- 
archy there  ®,  long  before  his  death,  can  be  efFeduaily  rd- 
»>ved,  as  we  hope  they  will  in  the  fequel,  what, can  be  more  Noahyf- 
^tionally  inferred  from  this  furprifing  difference  between  rhtparates 
Winefe  and  all  other  nations,  than  that  the  good  old  patriarch,  hiufelf^ 
ttiding  his  authority  too  fmall  to  deter  the  greatcfl  part  of  his/'*^^  ^'-^ 
[eicendants,  gro^n  by  that  time  too  numerous  and  untra<5la-  ^ff^^^PS 
He  to  be  deterred  from  their  deteflable  defign  of  fortifying  ^'  P*"«*» 
hemfelves  againfl  the  power  of  Heaven  (B),  wifely  feparated 
fimfelf  from  them  ;  and,  taking  as  many  with  him  as  ab- 
lorred  that  impious  confpiracy,  led  them  far  enough  eaftwards 
b  be  out  of  the  danger  of  being  involved  in  the  punifhment 
XHiich  he  had  caufc  to  fear  would  quickly  fall  on  thofe  re- 
pQious  mifcreants ;  till,  by  (low  and  gradual  migrations,  h6 
W  length  reached  fome  of  the  northern  provinces  of  China, 
|hts  fuppofition,  which  we  fhall  ejideaVour  to  back  in  the  Rea/ont 
Wi\xxA  With  much  flronger  proofs,  will  then  eafJy .  account  why  the 
Sbt  only  for  the  vaft  difference  between  the  Chinefe  and  the  reft  Chinefe 
Sf  the  world,  but  iikewife  for  the  fmgulaf-  contempt  they^^^A*** 
Save  ever  had  for  all  other  nations  ;  their  interdifting  all  com-  ^^^^^t^^^ 
ttierce  and  intercourfe  with  them;  their  fhutting  up  the  en--^ 
In&nce  into  their  dominions  againfl  all  ftrangers,  unlefs  by     , 
l^ayof  ambaffy ;  and  their  forbidding  their  natives  to  go  into 
foreign  countries,,  without  the  emperor's  p^*miffion,  left  their 
tdigion,  laws,  and  cufloms,    fliould  become  corrupted  by 
foch  intermixtures.     Now,  if  the  impious  confpiracy  above- 
mentioned  be  allowed  a  fufficient  cauie  for  Noah'%  feparating 
^bimfelf  and  finall  colony  from  the'  reft  of  his  rebellious  ofF- 

«  See  Antient Hiftory,  Vol.  xx.  p.  iii,  &  feq. 

(B)  It  muft  be  obfcrved,  that  whole  tenor  of  the  Mofaic  acf 

feme  commentators   and  bold  count,  particularly  from  his  in- 

critacs  have  given   themfelves  trodacing  the  Divine  Providence 

fome  pains,  not  only  to  palliate,  asexprefly  defcending  from  hea-  - 

butev^ntocommtodthatadVion  ven  to  view  and  blaft  their  en- 

to  a  very  laudable  one,  and  as  in-  terprife,  that  it  muli  have  beeri 

tending  no  more  than  the  build-  of  a  more  malignant  nature,  and 

Mig  a  kind  of  metropolis,  which  calcitlated  to  defendT  themfelves 

anight  be  as  the  centre  of  their  againft  a  fecond  deluge.     But 

future  empire,    and    a  citadel  of  this  we  fhall   find  a  proper 

which  might  be  ftrong  enough  occafion  to  fpeak  more  fully  in 

for  its  defence  (5).     It  plainly  the  fequel .- 
•appears,   however,     from    the 

Cs;    Viit  ToJiat^Ptirtr,   U  Clerc,  &'sL  in  Cent/,  xl 
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fpring  (and  a  more  rational  and  laudable  one  cannot  well  be 
imagined) ;  then  it  will  be  no  longer  a  wonder  that  the  religion, 
laws,  government,  (be,  which  he  eftabli(hed  in  his  new  mon- 
archy, which  were,  without  all  doubt,  the  fame  which  he 
received  from  the  antediluvian  patriarchs,  (hould  be  in  all  re* 
fpe^ls  fo  oppofite  to  thofe  of  a  mutinous  crew,  whom  th* 
Divine  Providence  had  thrown  into  a  ftate  of  confulion  asd 
anarchy ;  and,  being  difperfed  over  difFerent  parts  of  tte 
world,  and  fplit  into  various  governments,  rather  fought  how 
to  enlarge  their  dominions  by  fraud  and  force,  than  how  t» 
fettle  the  old  patriarchal  religion  and  government  among  them; 
for  this  plainly  appears  to  have  been  the  .cafe  of  all  the  moft» 
archies  which  were  formed  after  the  general  difperfion  2XBal4^, 
whilfl  the  empire  of  China  alone,  by  their  clofe  adherence  t% 
and  improvements  on,  the  old  patriarchal  maxims  of  religlar 
'  and  government,  lived  in  plenty  and  fccurity,  promoted  A 
the  ufeful  arts  and  fciences,  and  rather  ftrove  to  cultitai* 
their  own  territories  to .  the  beft  advantage,  than  to  enkigji 
them  at  the  expence  of  their  own  peace  and  happinefs.  hi 
to  the  difference  of  their  language,  it  muft  T)f  courfe  be  ex* 
pefted  to  have  been  ftill  greater,  if  we  fuppofe  Noah  and  \m 
colony  to  have  feparated  themfelves  from  the  reft  before  the 
Jndmofily  confuiion  ^t  Babel,  Accordingly  we  find  fo  little  affinity «be- 
in  their  {ween  the  Chinefe  and  thofe  tongues  that  were  formed  juft  be- 
iangua^.  f^j.^  ^j^g  difperfion,  that  it  is  juftly,  and  on  all  accounts,  al-, 
lowed  to  carry  th»!,niarks  of  an  undoubted  priority  to  them; 
' ,  fo  that  nothing  can  fee  more  extravagant  than  to  fearch  out  for 

any  of  the  roots  of  the  latter  out  of  the  former, .  feeing  the 
more  it  differs  from  all  the  refl:,  efpecially  as  it  bears  fuch 
vifible  marks  of  a  primitive  one,  the  fairer  it  l^ds  for  beiig 
that  of  Noah^  and  of  the  antediluvian  world. 

c.  For,  if  this  prodigious  difference  between  tlycCl^neJc 

and  all  other  nations  be  fuch  a  flrong  argument  of  their  being 

Qriginally  a  diftindl  people  from  them,  as  hath  been'  fullT 

proved  by  the  generality  of  Chinefe  writers,  and  other  learned 

R^afons      p^ns ;  and  if  no  properer  time  or  occafion  can  be  prQbably 

/^rNoah'j  aifigned  for  this  feparation,  than  the  confpiracy  above-men- 

'^l^^'^^jf^^  tioned  at  the  tower  of  Bahel  ^  what  other  part  can  we  rea- 

fTn  hi      ^^"^^^'y  f"PPof<^  ^he  good  old  patriarch  to  have'afted  on  fuch 

dsUcnd-     -a  juncture,  than  firft  to  ufe  all  his  rhetoric  and  authority  to 

difTuade  and  deter  them  from  it  ;  and,  when  he  found  it  to 

prov  e  ineffeftual,  to  abandon  thofe  wretches  to  their  defliny, 

i^nd  fave  himfelf,  and  his  fmall  number  of  adherents,  from  it, 

by  leading  them  into  fome  of  the  remoteft  elimates  from  thofe 

^  See  Gen.  xi.  3,  &  feq, 
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curfed  plains,  and  fettling  them  in  fome  more  peaceful  abode> 
where  they  might  quietly  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  piety,  and 
the  benefit  of  his  farther  inflruftions  ?  This  will  at  once  fuf- 
ficiently  account  for  the  vaft  difference  above-mentioned  be- 
tween his  own  colony  and  the  reft  of  his  offspring,  that  is, 
for  the  primitive  fimplicity  and  purity  preferved  in  the  for- 
mer, and  the  exceilive  depravity  of  the  latter ;  and  likewife 
for  Mofes's  furprifing  filence  concerning  the  remainder  of  the 
good  old  patriarch's  life,  whofe  name  is  not  fo  much  as  men- 
tioned by  Mofes,  Ia  the  fequel  of  his  hiftory,  except  where 
he  acquaints  us  with  the  year  in  which  he  died ;  which  feems 
plainly  to  .imply,  that  he  wholly  withdrew  himfelf  from  the 
teft  of  his  defcendants  :  for,  had  he  continued  ftill  among  any 
of  them  after  the  general  difperfion,  is  it  credible  that  the  ia- 
fpired  hiftoria^  would  have  let  him  fink  fo  foon  into  utter 
oblivion, '  whilil:  he  is  fo,  particular  in  his  account  of  the  mi- 
grations and  fettlements  of  his  three  fons,  and  their  nuiperous 
defcendants  I  But  there  may  be  ftill  afiigned  a  more  pov^^erful  . 
feafon  why  Mofcs  concealed  this  remarkable  particular  from 
the  Jewijh  nation,  if  not  rather  for  God's  concealing  it  from 
him;  viz,  to  prevent  any  intercourfe  between  thofe  two  na- 
tions, which  might  in  tiine  not  only  degenerate  into  a  fuper- 
ftitious  veneration  for  the  fepulchre  of  that  patriarch  (for  this 
feems  to  be  the  very  motive  why  the  Divine  Providence  took 
fuch  care  to  have  thatof  the  JewiJ}j  lawgiver  altogether  un- 
known) f  ;  but  much  more  ftill  to  prevent  their  contradling 
fuch  a  fondnefs  and  admiration  for  the  purity  and  fimplicity. 
of  the  Chineje  worftiip,  as  might  infpire  them  with  fome  ftrong 
and  invincible  diflike  againft  the  great  number  of  rites  and 
ceremonies  which  he,  for  very  wife  ends,  was  going  to  impofe 
«pon  them.  • 

VI.  Another  proof  that  China  muft  have  been  peopled  Cliina 
by  fome  fuch  early  colony  as  we  are  fpeaking  of,  }s,  that  it  peopled yt^ 
plainly  appears  to  have  been  not  only  inhabited,  bat  very  O'  *'^'''>'* 
populoiis,  much  fooner  than  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  been      , 
by  any  other  of  Noah's  defcendants  after  the  general  difper- 
fioa-:   had  any  of  thefe,  whether  ^ubaly   Mfjhech,    or  any 
other,  been  the  firft  peoplers  of  the  Chinefe  empire,  as   rhcy 
are  aUowed  to  have  been  of  the  north-eaftern  parts  of  Tar- 
i(^ry,  confidering  the  lehgth  and  difficulty  of  the  way,  and 
the  flowHcfs  of  their  migrations,  which  were  chiefly  occa- 
^oned  througli  want  of  room  in  proportion  to  their  gradual 
muitiplyiag,  not  only  the  kingdoms  moft  contiguous  to  S^bi- 

t  See  Deutei-.  xxxiv.  6.    See  alfo  Ant.  Hift.  vol.  iii-.  p.  44^4, 
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iwtfr^  as  Babylon,  Perfia,  &c.  but  a  great  number  of  coun^    j 

tries  to  tlic  caftward  of  it,  muft  be  fuppofcd  to  have  fwamaed  J 

with  inhatbitants  before  they  could  have  reached,  or  atlcaftj 

before  they  could  have  tolerably  peopled,  any  of  the  CA£h^| 

provinces;  for  this  plainly  appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  wl 

the  north-eaftern  Tartary,  which  we  have  formerly  (hewn  w^T  1 

thinly  peopled  even  fo  late  as  the  time  of  Ma(fyes\  expeditioiij 

Their  early  int(f  y^  *.  But  that  this  was  not  by  any  means  that  of  C^fs^ 

and  other  caftern  trafts,  may  be  eafily  inferred  from  that  noj 

ble  rcfiftance  which  they  made  againft  the  prodigious  arnuec| 

of  Ninus  and  Semiramis  :  for  though  we  fhould,  as  we  jttf^n 

may,  fuppofe  the  accounts  of  it  to  have  been  greatly  exagg^ 

rated  by  antient  hiftorians  ^ ;  yet,  as  we  have  no  'reafon  &| l 

think  them  more  fo  on  one  fide  than  on  the  other,  we  many 

ftill  fafely  conclude  both  the  invaders  and  invaded  to  haw 

been  upon  a  par  ;  and  that  the  latter  were  ftrong  and  namn^ 

rous  enougli  to  repel  the  forces  of  the  former,  whether  or  ou 

they  nfpQ  really  fo  many  as  they  have  been  reprefented.   I<b*j 

thing,  therefore,  can  fo  fully  account  for  thofc  remote  eaft^ 

crn  parts  being  fo  well  inhabited  and  populous  at'fuch  c^igJ 

tiroes,  as  the  fuppofition  of  fome  fuch  colony,  whether  und«^ 

Noah,  or  any  other  chief,  feparating  themfelves  from  the'ieftJj 

either  before  or  about  the  time  of  the  difperfion,  and  march*! 

ing  ftill  direftly  eaft  ward,  till  they  fettled  themfelves  there  hi  J 

about  a  century  or  two  after.  1 

How  much  more  than  probable  fuch  a  fuppofition  is,  will  \ 

be  made  to  appear  more  fully  ftill  u  nder  feveral  of  the  fubfequeot  J 

Poublead'  heads  :  at  pfefent  we  ftiall  content  ourfclves  with  obfervuigJ 

wantages   ^h^t  double  advantage  fuch  a  colony,  how  fmall  foever  iiiJ 

o^er  all     |^g  g^-f^  beginning  (C),  muft  have  had  over  all  the  other  pcopl|J 


♦  See  before,  Ant.  Hift.  lib.  xx.  p.  5>  &  feq.    no,  &  fcg.  • 
t  D.  SicuL.  1.  ii.     Justin,  1.  i. .  ^ 


(C)  By  that  expreffion  the 
reader  may  obferve,  that  we 
parpofely  avoid  entering  into  a 
too*  nice  difquifition,  whether 
Noah  h?iA  any  fons  after  the 
flood  ;  and,  if  he  had,  whether 
they  only,  or  any  number  of  his 
other  dexendants,  accompanied 
him  eaftward.  - 

As  to  the  firft,  though  Mofes 
makes  no  mention  of  any,  pro- 
bably for  the  reafqn  already 


given,  yet  the  Chlnefe  recori 
give  nim  a  nunierous  iflue  ;  \% 
which  they  agree  with  the 
Pfeudo-Berifusy  who  makes  them 
to  amount  to  thirty,  whom  he 
ftyles  Titanesy  a  word  which  im- 
plies no  more  than  eafterlingSi 
or  people. fettled  in  the  eafterq 
parts  of  the  wo  rid  ;  ft  being  dc 
rived,  as  we  have  former!/ 
Ihewn,  from  thcL  old  Celtic  Ti, 
and  /^«,  which,  in  that  lan- 
guage 
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of  the  difperfion,  with  regard  to  its  growth,  in  nqmber, 
ftrength,  and  opulence ;  for,  as  they  ^vere  united  into  one 
body,  and  under  ond  head,  their  ftrength,  and  capacity  of 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  ^was  greater  in  propor- 
tion than  that  of  the  reft  of  mankind,  who  were  foon  fplit 
into  fo  many  governments,  as  muft  of  courfe  greatly  diminifli^ 
their  power.  2.  They  lived  in  peace  and  plenty,  in  a  rich 
and  fruitful  country,  •  and  under  an  excellent  climate  and 
government ;  and  fo  could  propagate  and  multiply  much 
fafter  than  thofe,  who,  befides  their  being  lefs  happily  fitu- 
ated,  were  ever  warring  againft  and  depopulating  one  an- 
other. 

yil.  From  what  hath  been  hitherto  faid  of  Noak's  fepa-  ^^^  ^f' 
rating  himfelf  from  the  reft  of  his  defendants,  either  a  little '*'^  ^^^''^ 
before,  or  foon  after,  the  confufion  of  Babel,  the  reader  may  AraraT  / 
eafily  conclude  of  how  little  import  the  much  difputed  point,  ^^  conl. 
whether  the  Ararat  oi  Armenia^  or  that  of  Indiay  be  that  on  quence  in 
which  the  ark  refted,  is  to  our  prefent  argument.     The  latter,  this  cafr, 
which  is  that  of  Dr.  Shuckford,  makes  indeed  that  patriarch's 
migration  into  China  much  eafier  and  ftiorter ;  but  the  former, 
which  is  the  moft  commonly  received,  is  far  enough  from 
making,  it  appear  fo  imprafticable  and  abfurd  as  is  pretended 
;  by  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fide  :  for,  if  he  and  his  (iefcendants 
I  could  travel  from  the  Armenian  Ararat  to  the  plain  of  Shi- 
j  niMr  in  about  70  years  (D),  by  which  time  they  were  grown 

!  S"*ge,    fignines   the  houfe  of  from   Shinaar  to  China^    were 

firet;  a  very  proper  and  figni-  •  more  than  fufficient  to  enable 

ficant  expreflion   for    the  fun,  him  to  bring  thither  a  numerous 

!  fwm  whence  that  of  Titanoi^  and  powerful  colony  enough  to 

or  f/to«^j,  was  commonly  given  found  his  new  empire  upon; 

to  thofe  people  who  were  feated  confidering  the  then  great  in- 

neareft  to  the  fun-rifmg.  creafe  of  mankind,  their  longc- 

As  to  the  fecond  point,  we  vity,  health,  vigour,  and  other    ' 

^Wnk  it  highly  probable,  that  advantages  they  enjoyed  abovQ 

not  only    Naah^  ^  poftdiluvian  the  reft  of  the  difperfed  tribes, 

fons,  but  a  "much  greater  num-  from  whom  they  feparated  them- 

bcr  of  his  other  defcendants,  felves. 

chofe  to  follow  him  into  the         (D)  The  difperfion  is  faid  by 

f^,   rather  than    join  in  the  Mofes  to  have  happened  about 

impious  defign  of    their  bre-  the  looth  year  of  the  flood,  out 

thrcn:  but  let   the  number  of  of  which  njun^ber  lefs  than  thirty 

His  followers  have  bee^i  ever  fo  cannot    be    fuppofed   to    have 

fciall,  yet  the  200  years,  which,  been  taken  up  in  hatching,  ri- 

WcihalUhew  in  the  fequel,  he  pening,  and  executing, ,  the  ira- 

*ad  they  took  up  in  travelling  pious  defign  that  occafioncd  it^ 

f  Stc  iefori,  Ant,  Hift.  'ooL  vi.  p,  6. 
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^  numerous  and  ftubborn  enough  tb  form  that  confpiracy,  where 

can  be  the  impoflibility,  or  even  unlikelihood,  of  their  reach- 
ing to  the  frontiers  of  China  in  a  much  lefs  time  than  the 
250  years  which  he  lived  after  the  difperfion^  Add  to  this, 
that  as,  in  his  firft  migration  from  Ararat  to  Shinaar^  it  doth 
not  appear  that  he  had  any  other  inducement  for  it  but  tke 
change  of  pafture  and  climate,  fo  his  journies  might  be  made 
as  leifurely  as  he  pleafed  ;  whereas  in  his  fecondj  from  iS^- 
naar  to  China,  he  hafted  away  from  a  cre^  of  determinate 
rebels,  bent  on  their  own  ruin,  from  whom  he  could  not 
part  too  foon,  nor  go  too  far,  to  avoid  fharing  in  their  punifh- 
Armeni'    ment.     However,  though  we  feem  thus  far  to  give  up  the 
an  Ararat  poi^t  in  favour  of  the  Armeniafi  Ararat,  we  are  fo  f ar  fixMi 
not  a  fa fe  joQj^jrig  upon  the  main  argument  infifted  upon  in  proof  of 
Sennat'^     it,  viz,  the  fonsof  Sennacherib  fleeing  thither  for  refuge,  to 
cberibV      ^^  ^^  ^^  conclufive  on  that  fide,  that  we  think  it  might  widt' 
murderers  uiuch  more  reafon  be  urged  on  the  other ;   and  that  the  n- 
tojite  tQ.    cinityof  Armenia  to  Ajfyria,  if  it  was  not  then  fubje<^,  or  at 
Icaft  tributary  to  it,  would  never  have  permitted  tu'o  fiid 
facriieglous  parricides  to  flee  thither   for  fanftuary,   or  to 
raiie  forces  tor  their  own  fafety  ;    efpecially  if  we  confidcr 
that,    ill  their  flight  from  Nineveh  thither,    they  muft  be 
iorced  to  crofs  over  too  confiderable  a  part  of  the  AJyrum 
empire,  and  be  in  continual  danger  of  being  feized  :  wherc- 
.  as  by  lleering  their  courfe  towards  the  north-eaft,  or  towards 
the  other  Ararat,  they  could  be  .much  fooner  out  of  thofe 
dominions,  and  be  in  greater  fafety  when  got  to  their  jour- 
ney *s  end.     We  beg  leave  here  likewife  to -add,  that  the  argu- 
ment urged  by  Dr.  Shuckford  in  fiivour  of  the  Lidian  Ararat^ 
from  Mofes^s  expreflion  of  the  builders  of  BabePs  tower  com- 
^LT;1       ing  DipQ  from  the  eaft  \  Is  far  enough  from  being  fatit 
^ny^f*,(t       factorily'anfwered  by  the  oppofite  iide';  and  that  the  induc- 
tion of  one  or  two  doubtful  parallels,  allowed  to  be  irregu- 
lar,   ungrammatical,  and  un geographical,  and  which  is  the 
only  one  in  the  whole  OldTellament  in  which  the  particle  0 
appears  to  bear  a  different  fenfe,  is  not  a  fufficient  authority 
to  detcrmiue  in  any  other  cafe  that  is  free  from  thofe  defers, 


"The  argu 

mint 

dYa<wn 


coming 
from  the 

eaj}  not 
fuffcie.ntly 

anfixered. 


^  Genef.  xi.  2. 


^  Sec  Antient  FTift.  vol.  xx.  p.  116. 


the  procaringthe  proper  m^te-. 
lials,  and  the  rei^rinfi^  of  their 
fupcndrjus  edifice  to  ibmccoa- 
fiderabld  height ;  lb   that   the 


lateft  they  can  be  fuppofed  to 
have  come  to  the  plain  of  ^hv 
naar  muft  be  about  the  70tl» 
year  after  the  flood  (6). 


(-6)  Gcne^.  xi.  I,  ^ j^q*     Sit  a'jo  I7jktr"%  Annah  ontbat ytar,  ' 


b 
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Q  the.  par^lel  infifted  upon,  the  geography  of  the  place 
lainly  iliews,  that,  in  the  words  Mikeddem^  the  particle  mem 
annot  fignify,  as  it  evqry-where  properly  doth,  from^  but 
ather  to,  oxXoivards  (E) ;  but,  in  the  other  cafe,  the  poii^t 
irom  which  thofe  builders  fet  out,  whether  from  the  eaftem 
)r  weftern  Ararat,  being  tlie  matter  in  difpute,  muft'  be  de- 
ermined  by  fome  better  proof  than  that ;  and  thq  learned 
Ar.  Bafnage'W2S  fo  far  from  being  fatisfied,  that,  in  thislaft 
afe,  the  words  Mikeddem  might  be  taken  to  fignify  towards 
'he  eqft,  notwithftanding  the  parallel  above-mentioned,  that, 
0  avoid  giving  them  fuch  an  unnatural  and  ungrammatical 
"enfe,  he  has  made  thofe  builders  to  fetch  a  wide  compafs 
ibout,  from  Armenia  to  Mefopotamia,  in  order  to  bring  them 
from  the  eaft  into  the  plain  of  Shinaar.  The  truth  is,  that 
thofe  learned  pens,  who  have  declared  in  favour  of  the  Ar- 
inenian  4^ardt,  have  endeavoured  to  overwhelm  their  anta- 
gonifts  with  a  confufed  heap  of  teftimonies  from  antient  au- 
Hiors,  geographers,  lexicographers,  hiftorians,  ifc,  Hebrenv^ 
Chaldee,  Arab,  Greeky  2Lnd  Latin ,  which  have  lived  a  vaft 
number  of  centuries  one  after  the  other,  and  all  of  them  at 
fome  thoufand  years  after  the  flood ;  to  fay  nothing  of  th6 
pretended  antient  arts,  relics,  common  tradition,  medals,  and 
other  fuch  precarious  arguments,  a^if  their  number  could  be 
of  any  decifive  authority  in  a  point  of  that  remote  antiquity, 
and  make  up  in  bulk  what  is  wanting  in  evidence ;  aitho'  the 
greateft  part  of  them  have  been  fmce  fo  effeftually  confuted,  ^ 

(E)  TVis  we  fay  upon  the  have  gone  to  Baal-Jehuda,  to 
fappofition  that  the  f/^^r^ou  word  fetch  the  ark  from  thence,  the 
wasoriginally  fo  written ;  where-  grammar  requires  it»to  have  been 
as^,  from  the  well  known  fitua-  originally  written  f*7J^33,  Be- 
6on  of  the  places,  one  would  baale,  inftead  of  >7jfII0,  Mi- 
be  apter  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  an  hehale,  that  is,  the  particle  3 
error  of  the  tranfcriber,  who  inftead  of  D,  or  to  initead  of 
miftook  a  3  for  a  Q,  and.wrote  from, 

.  Mikeddem,  from  the  eaft,  inftead         If'  we  (hould   be  afked  why 

of  5/^^^//<?/7,  into  or  towards  the  the  fame  error  may  not  have 

eaft  ;  fuch  overfights  not  being  crept  in  both,  as  well  as  in  one 

unfrequentin  the  books  of  the  of  the  texts  ?  we  can  only  fay. 

Old  Teftament.     This  plainly  that  w:e  (hall  be  ready   to  ac- 

appears  from  the  inftances  men-  knowlege  the    poHlbil  i t;y  of  it, 

tioned  by  Bafnage{\)  out  of  the  when  the  orie  can  be  proved  as  ^ 

book  of  Kings  (z),    compared  ungrammatical  and  un^eogra- 

with  the  parallel  text  in  the  phical  as  the  other  j  neither  of 

Chronicles  (3) ;  and  that  in  the  which  can  befaid  of  that  which 

former,  where  David  is  faid  to  we  are  now  upon. 

(t)  /intif,Jttdaif:tm,  ii.  «.  i.  §  19.        (zj  Kings  vi.  2.        (3)  i  Cbroft. 

xUi.  6, 

that 
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itart  there  is  j  uft  reafon  to  wonder  they  fliouM  appear  afreffi 
m  priot  f . 

.  &o  that,  for  any  thing  that  hafh  hitherto  boen  urged  on 
eid^r  fide,  though  we  readily  own  that  the  Arrkeman  Ararat 
is  commonly  meant  by  the  facred  hiflorians  in  moft  places 
where  that  word  occurs,  yet  the  Indian  may  ftill  be  that  on 
which  the  ark  refted,  if  they  are  not  indeed  only  parts  of  one 
and  the  fame  continued  ridge,  reaching  quite  from  ArmemA 
to  India, 
fhe  diffi"     .  VIIL  Neither  need  we  here  be  much  deterred  at  thein- 
eulties  laid  furmountable  difficulties  which  are  thrown  in  Noah^s  way  to 
in  /^«>       Chinay.  whether  he  fet  out  from  Shinaar,  Armenia^   or  India, 
'^^y  'v  V    Thofe  pretended  impenetrable  forefts,  long  and  infurmounta- 
groun     .    |j|g  ridges  of  mountains,  and  vaft  fandy  defarts,  w^hich  lie 
now  between  them,  are  mere  illufions,  which  could  have  no 
being  fo  foon  after  the  deluge,  to  whatever  eaufe  they  might 
No/ore^s,  owe  it  afterwards :  for,  i .  With  regard  to  thofe  monftrous 
forefts,  the  whole  globe  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  too 
well  peopled  at  the  time  of  the  flood  to  have  any  room  for  fuch 
wild  plantations  ;  or,  if  any  fuch  there  had  been,  they  muft 
have  been  all  pulled  up  by  the  roots  by  the  violence  of  the 
imeceffihie  waves  which  covered  the  whole  furface  of  the  earth.    2.  As  to 
mQunttiinsy  the  long  and  high  ridges  of  mountains  which  lay  in  the  way, 
what  infurmountable  difficulties  can  we  imagine  there  could 
be  in  going  over  them,'  if  we  rightly  confider  the  condition 
they  muft  have  been  in  immediately  after  tlie  flood,  and  da- 
ring fome  centuries  beyond,  that  is,  with  their  vallies  filled 
and  choaked  up  with  a  thick  incruftated  mud,  which  every- 
where fubfidedafter  the  waters  were  dried  up  ?  Can  we  call  a 
gradual  declivity  on  both  fides,  covered  wirh  a  pleafant  ohi- 
tinned  verdure,  an  infurmountable  difficulty  ?  for  this  is  all 
that  can  be  fuppofed  thofe  mountains  could  then  prefent,  to 
obftrudl  thofe  travellers  journey,  tiU  the  rains  and  the  rivers, 
"xvhich  fprang  from  the  tops,  had  gradually  wafhed  away  all 
that  mud  and  earth  j  which  could  hardly  be  done  till  fome 
centuries  after. 
mr  fandy        The  fame  may  be  faid,  3dly,    of  thofe  now  unpaflable 
defarts yfo  defarts,  whofe  fands  muft,  by  their  own  weight,  have  fub- 
foon  after   fided  under  fuch  a  thick  cruft  of  the  fame  mud  and  earth,  as 
thfe  fitiod.    nothing  but  a  vaft  length  of  time  could  wafii  away,  or  fink 
through  them.     If  fuch,  then,  was  the  furface  of  the  earth 
for  a  much  longer  number  of  years  than  were  fufficient  for 
Noah  and  his  colony  to  have  reached  the  Chinefe  territories, 

f  SeeAnt.  Hift.  vol.  xx.  p.  113,  &  feq.     BASN,AC.--Antiquit. 
Judaic.  vqL  ii.  c.  2.  §  20,  U  fe(j. 

though 
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though  they  had  fet  out  even  from  Armenia ;  or  for  his  de- 
fcendants  to  have  marched  from  the  B^dfrian  hills  to  the 
plains  of  Shinaary  as  Dr.  Shuckford  fuppofes ;  is  it  not  a 
inere  illufipn  to  lay  fuch  pretended  infurmountable  obftrnftions 
in  their  way,  as  were  not  in  being  till  fome  centuries  after, 
and  then  reprefent  fuch  journies  as  abfurd,  monflrous,  and 
^ainft  the  nature  of  things  ?  But, 

IX.  There  was  ftill  an  eafier  ajid  fpeedier  way  for  Noah  Noah 
and  his  colony  to  have  reached  China^  namely,  By  water.   He  might  get 
$:ould  not  fo  foon  have  forgot  the  ftrufture  of  the  ark,  which  ^^  China 
had  preferved  him  in  a  more  perilous  navigation ;  fo  that,  '^y  '"'^^^''• 
upon  his  meeting,  in  his  way  from  either  place,  either  witl^ 
the  Indus,  Ganges ,  or  any  other  large  riv^er,  which  he  could 
not  but  conclude  muft  difembogue  itfelf  into  fome  fea,  or 
•  large  refervoir,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  fif  out  a  fufficient 
number  of  veflels  for  himfelf  .and  company,  and  fail  down 
it,  and  thence  ileer  his  courfe  as  nearly  as  he  could  eaftward, 
till  fome  milder  climate  than  thofe  fultry  ones  he'  had  left  be-^ 
hind,  or  the  profpeft  of  fome  pleafant  and  fertile  coafts,  in- 
cited him  to  the  fhore.     He  might  alfo  proceed  farther  into 
the  country,  either  by  land,  or  by  the  help  of  fome  of  thofe 
jioble  rivers  with  which  China  abounds,  till  he  met  with  a 
fettlement  to  his  liking  ;  the  farther  from  his  other  defcend- 
ants  the  better,  and  more  out  of  danger  of  their  difturbing 
his  new  colony.    What  would  almoft  determine  us  to  conclude 
that  this  was  the  way  which  that  patriarch  took  to  come  into 
that  country,  is,  that  the  Chinefey  and  their  defcendants,  are 
,  the  only  people  in  all  the  known  world,  who,  in  the  fabri- 
cature  of  their  trading  vefFels,  have  kept  ftriftly  up  to  the 
original  model  of  the  ark,  as  will  be  flaewn  more  fully  under 
.  ^  fubfequent  article.     But  if  the  Chinefe  tradition  be  rather 
followed,  which  tells  us,  that  fo-hi  firft  fettled  in  fome  of 
,  the  northern  provinces,  which  are  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
'^fea-cojifts,  it  will  be  more  probable  that  he  came  thither  all 
the  way  by  land,  unlefs  we  will  fuppofe  that  he  firft  landed 
on  fome  oi  the  fouthern  coafts  ;  and,  either  for  conveniency 
or  fafety,  removed  farther  northward,  till  the  Vaft  high  moun- 
tains which  divide  that  part  of  China  from  Tartary,  appeared 
to  him  a  fufficient  barrier  to  fecure  him,  on  that,  from  any 
invafion  or  difturbance  from  the  other  fide. 

As  none  of  the  fuppofitions  above-mentioned  can  appear  Honu  h^ 
otherwife  than  rational  and  feafible  (efpecially  if  we  can,  as  ^^me  to 
we  doubt  not  to  do,  remove  all  the  other  objeftions   urged  A^^y^. 
againft  Noah's  being  really  eotemporary  with  Fo-hi,  alid  cour  ^^i^^^ 
fequcntly  more  probably  the  fame^  with  him),  the  only  diffi- 
-  culty  remaining  with  refpeft  tq  the  point  in  hand  will  be,  how 
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*  that' patriarch,  whomuftof  courfe  be  fuppofcd  to  have  been 

•  but  very  little  acquainted  with  the  nature,  form,  and  fuper- 

ficies,  of  the  poftdiluvian  world,  particularly  with  refpeft  to 
its  different  zones,  climates,  foil,  air,  6r.  came  to  fteer  his 
courfe  fo  happily  and  judicioufly,  as  to  hit  upon  one  of  the 
pleafanteft  and  moil  fertile  fpots  in  the  whole  world.  To 
this  it  may  be  anfwercd,  that  he  might  acquire  a  great  part  of 
of  that  knoM'lege,  by  obferving,  as  he  travelled  eailward,  how 
parched  and  barren  every  foil,  and  how  fultry  the  climate, 
the  nearer  he  approached  to  the  fun,  and  vice  verfii ;  fo  that 
he  could  not  be  long  at  a  lofb  how  to  make  the  beft  choicCi 
And  as  to  the  extraordinary  fa-tilitj^jof  the  country,  we  hate 
already  (hewn,  in  the  geography  of  it,  that  it  is  more  owif^ 
to  the  ingenuity  and  indefatigable  induftry  of  the  inhabitants, 
than  to  the  mere  natural  fecundity  of  its  foil  or  climate.  A$ 
to  the  other  part  of  the  difficulty,  it  being  raifed  on  a  ^vroi^ 
fuppofition,  that  the  antediluvians  had  but  a  very  imperfeft 
knowlege  of  what  we  call  the  fpherc,  or  globe,  we  (hall  now, 
in  the 
^heante-  Tenth  place,  make  it  evidently  appear,  that  whatever  not 
£lunjiam  Q^ly  the  antient  Egyptians y  Chaldeans,  BabylonianSy  &c.  but 
meters  of  gy^j^  ^ j^^  Chinefe,  knew  of  aftronomy,  was,  for  the  mofl  part, 
sjtronomy.  •£  ^^^  wholly,  derived  from  them.  This  being  a  curious  point, 
which  hath  not  hitherto  been  fufficiently  cleared  up,  we  /hal? 
beg  our  reader's  patience,  if  we  dwell  a  little  longer  lipon  it, 
than  we  have  on  the  former  ;  efpecially,  as  the  fur  prill  ng  har- 
mony and  uniformity  which  reign  through  the  fundamentals 
of  their  feveral  fyftems,  will  afford  us  a  farther,  and,  as  we 
think,  a  very  convincing  proof  of  the  Chineje  having  received 
their  own  from  no  other,  but  the  immediate  hand  of  the  patri- 
arch Noahy  after  his  fettling  himfelf  with  them  in  that  country. 
Con'vcy  it  To  make  this  clear,  we  beg  leave  to  obfbrve,  that  the 
£tiike  to  all  whole  bafis  of  what  the  antient  nations  above-nam^d  coropre- 
tbepofidU  handed,  under  the  notion  of  aftronomy,  was  every- where  the 
Iwvians*  fame,  not  only  with  regard  to  fuch  points  as  were  demou- 
ftrable  from  obferyation  and  dedudlions,  but  likewife  to  many 
more,  which  Vv^ere  altogether  arbitrary,  and,  which  is  ftiU 
more  furprifing,  with  refpeft  to  a  much  greater  number  of 
fuch  as  were  imaginary,  doubtful,  and  groundlcfs,  or  ab- 
folutely  ridiculous  and  falfe.  We  (hall,  for  tlie  fake  of  fuch 
of  our  readers  as  are  not  fo  well  acquainted  with  thefe  ab- 
flrufe  matters,  fubjoin  an  iailance  or  two  of  each  fort,  in  the 
fubfequent  note  (E),  by  which  they  will  eafily  perceive,  how 

early 

(E)  Amongthofeof  the  firfl,     rcekon  the  divifion  of  the  hea- 
•r  deaionltrable,  fort,  we  ni^^y    veninto:£one?,and-other  circles, 

tta: 
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irly  the  fuperftitlous  and  ridiculous  notions  of  aftrology  in- 
rmixed  themfelves  with  the  aiore  ufeful  and  noble  difco- 
sries  in  aftronomy,  among  all  thofe  antient  nations,  how  fe- 
irate  and  diftant  foever  from  each  other. 

Neither 
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le  declenfion  of  the  ecliptic, 
ye  diftance  of  the  poles  from 
Its  equator,  the  courfe  of  the 
m,  moon,  and  other  planets, 
fc,  ;   of  the  fecond,  or  merely 
rbitrary,  fort,  were  the  divi- 
on  of  the  ecliptic  into  twelve 
gns  (whence  came  the  twelve 
nonths  of  the  folar  year,  which 
ire  have  formerly  (hewn,  from 
Mr«/^Vs  account  of  the  deluge, 
vera  in  ufe  as  well  before  as 
ince  that  time),   that  of  the 
Sgns  into  degrees,  and  that  of 
3ie  reft  of  the  heavens  into  con- 
^ellations,    and  others  of  the 
like  nature.     Among  thofe  of 
the  third,  or  imaginary,  uncer- 
tain, or  erroneous,  kind  (which 
arc  ftill  more  numerous  and  va- 
rious, as  fuperllition  and  falfe- 
hood  commonly  propagate  far- 
ther and  f after  than  truth),  we 
may  reckon  the  whole  tribe  of 
fuperftitious  rules,  which  make 
up  the  aftiological  art;  fuch  as 
dividing  the  ecliptic  into  four 
tripUcities,    anfwerable  to  the 
four  elements,    and    allowing 
three  figns  to  each  of  them  ;  as, 
Y,  ^,   and    ^,   to  the  fire; 
y,  IK,  and  \y,  to  the  earth; 
fi,  £:,  and  22?,  to  the  air  j  and 
and  the  remaining  three  to  the 
water.     The  afCgning  to  each 
planet  a  different  nature  and 
influence,  as  hot,  cold,  mollt, 
dry,  malevolent,  or  benevoicnt, 
as  alfo  certain  houfes,  or  figns, 
in  which  their  influence  is  more 
more  or  lefs  ftrong  and  power- 
ful j  thus,  Tj ,  which  is  allowed 
the  moft  malignant  of  all,  hath 
Ins  night  and  day-houf^ti,  and 


1$  reckoned  ftfongeft,  in  YP  and 
jC,  is  exalted  in  sii:,  detriment- 
ed  in  ^o  and  SI,  which' are  op- 
pofite  to,  or  half  a  circle  of  360 
degrees  diftant  from,  his  two 
houfes  above-mentioned,  and 
hath  his  fall  in  T,  oppofite  to 
the  place, c f  his  exaltation  \  %^ 
which  is  allowed  the  moft  be* 
nevolent  of  all  the  feyen,  hath 
his  two  houfes  in  f  and  K,  i^ 
exalted  in  S,  detrimented  in 
n  and  11?,  and  hath  his  fall  in 
¥y ;  and  fo  of  the  reft ;  only 
with  this  difference,  t^at  the 
fun  and  moon  have  but  one 
iign,  or  houfe,  allotted  to  each 
of  them,  whereas  the  other  five 
planets  have  each  of  them  two. 
3dly.  Of  the  fame  uncertain  or 
fabulous  kinds  are  the  different 
influences  of  thefe- planets,  ac- 
cording to  their  afpeds  to,  that* 
is,  their  diftances  from,  each 
other^  thus,  a  fextile,  or  di- 
ftance  of  two  figns,  or  fixty  de- 
grees, is  reckoned  good ;  a 
fquare,  or  three  figns,  bad;  a 
trine,  or  four  figns,,  beft;  and 
an  oppofition,  or  {\x  figns,  worft 
of  all.  From 'thefe  various  con- 
figurations of  the  planets,  and 
the  nature  of  the  figns  they 
chance  to  be  in,  and  from  nuin- 
berlefs  other  rules  of  their  art, 
equally  uncertain,  not  to  fay 
imaginary  and  fabn'ous,  they 
pretend  that  all  fublunary  af- 
fairs are  fo  intircly  governed, 
that  not  only  the  ;:jnception, 
birth;  life,  death,  ^r..  of  every 
living  creature,  the  produifiion, 
growth,  perl e<St ion,  and  virtues, 
of  all  vegetables,  mineral*,  i^V. 
but 
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How  it         Neither  were  the  former  confined  to  a  mere  fpectJativc  | 
came  to  be  theory,  or  embraced  only  by  a  few  craaiy  enthufiafts,biit  taoght 
#«/^»w>^</ by  the  moil  learned,  encouraged  by  the  moft  ^werful,   men 
nvlth         in  every  kingdom,  and  confulted '  by  great  and  finall,    in  the 
afirologi'    moft  important  eihergencies.     Now  there  are  but  twro  wayt 
calfgures.  ^^  account  for  this  general  conformity,  both  in  theory  aoi 
practice,  as  well  in  points  of  an  arbitrary,  uncettain,  and  ^k 
lacious,  as  In  thofe  of  a  mgre  certain  and  demonftrable,  sa* 
ture;  viz.  eitherbyfuppofmg,  with  feveral  learned  men,  tlalr 
Adam  was  created  with  a  perfeft  knotvlege  of  the  natur^ 
courfes,   and  influence,   of  the  heaTenly  bodies,  and    xx2at* 
mitted  it  to  his  pofterity,  by  whom  it  was,  in  procefs  oFtiau^- 
corrupted  with  an  intermixture  of  the  aftrological  and  fuper* 
ftitious  notions  mentioned  in  the  laft  note ;  or  elfe,  that  bit- 
defendants  acquired  it,  by  the  help  of  thofe  frequent  oblee^; 
vations,  which  their  longevity,  ferencr  atmofpherc,  and  otlfe" 
advantages,  they  then  enjoyed,  enabled  them  to  make,  d^ 
in  procefs  of  time,  their  degeneracy,  and  natural  propenfi^ 
of  prying  into  futurity,  funk  them  into  all  the  aftrolo^cal  fe- 
perftitions  we  have  been  fpcaking  of. 
Both  flow-      Let  the  reader  then  fuppofe  which  of  tfie  two  cafes  he  will, 
edfrom  the  he  muft  be  ftill  forced  to  con.cluile,  that  the  aftronomical  fciences^ 
oU  to  the  as  well  as  the  aftrological  fuperftitions  built  upon  it,  muft  have 
new  immediately  flowed  from  the  old  into  the  new  world:  focp 

world,  jiad  thofe  two  fyftems  been  the  produft  of  the  poftdiluriatt  i 
world,  they  muft  have  been  both  completed,  either  befom 
the  general  difperfion,  or  fmce.  The  former  is  altogether 
incompatible  with  their  condition  fo  foon  after  the  deluge; 
^  that  is  with  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  the  (hortnefs  of 
the  time,  their  frequent  migrations,  and  the  few  opportuni- 
I  ties  they  had  of  making  fomany  exafl:  obfervations  on  the  hca^ 
venly  bodies,  under  fuch  difadvantages. 

Neither  can  it  poffibly  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  don©' 
after  the  difperfion  ;  for  then,  inftead  of  that  furprifing  con* 
formity,  which  we  obferVe  to  have  reigned  among  all  theiiP 
fyftems,  as  well  of  aftrology  as  aftronomy,  we  ftiould  have 
met  with  nothing  but  the  wideft  difference  between  them;  at 
leaft,  this  muft  have  been  the  cafe  among  nations  fo  vaftly 

but  the  rife  and  'falU  good  or  and  foretDld  i)y  that  pretended 

or  ill  fate,  of  empires  and  coun-  art,  in  which  the  aftrologers  of 

tries,    good  and.  bad   feafons,  all  nations  followed  almoftthc 

wars,   peflilencc,   drought,    fa-  very  fame  rules ;  and,  from  all 

mine,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  which,  we  cannot  but  of  courfe 

good  arici  evil  which  happen  in  conclude,   that   they  muft  all 

this  world,  is  imirely  owing  to  h^ve  received   them  from  the 

thera,    and   uiuy  be  forcfcen,  felf-fame  hands. 

'diftaat 
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diftant  from  each  other,  with  regard  to  the  arbitrary  points, 

and  all  the  imaginary  and  groundlefs  parts  of  their  feveral 

aftrological  fyftems,  whatever  agreement  there  might  be  in 

thofe  more  demonftrable  ones  of  their  ailronomy.     And  as 

for  the  Chinefcy  as  they  were  the  moft  diftant  from,  as  well 

as  leaft  converfant  with,  the  reft,  theymuft,  ofcour^fe,  have 

differed  more  widely  from  them  all ;  whereas,  by  all  chat  we 

an  judge  from  their  antient  writings,  either  in  the  aftrono- 

mical  or  aftrological  way,  they  plainly  appear  to  agree  with 

them  ia  all  the  fundamental   rules    of   both,    whether  of 

theory  or  praftice.    From  all  which,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  The  Chi- 

that  they,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  eaftern  nations,  muft  nefe  re- 

have  received  them  from  Noah  and  his  three  fons,  fome  time  cei'ued 

before  either  he  feparated  himfelf  from  them,  to  go  eaflward;  theirs frotii 

or  they  were  difperfed  from  one  another.     But  how  incon-  Noah. 

iiftent  this  is  with  the  contrary  fuppofition,  of  China  not  being 

peopled  till  fome  long  feries  of  years,  or  rather  ages,  after  the 

flood,  let  the  reader  judge. 

How  the  aftrological  came  fo  foon  to  intermix  itfelf  with  TheJIow 
the  aftronomical  part,  we  ftiall  endeavour  to  account  for  in  a>.dfmaU 
the  fequel ;  but,  with  relation  to  tl\e  latter,  we  beg  leave  to  P^^^g^^fi  of 
add,  that  nothing  can  more  plainly  evince  their  having  re-  ^J^^o^omy 
ceived  it  from  the  antediluvians,  than  the  lit'Je  progrefs  and  ^'^  ^^' 
improvements  they  made  in  it  afterwards:   for,  can  it  be-^'^ 
imagined,  that  the  few  men  who  were  then  in  the  world,  by 
the  mere  ftrength  of  their  genius,  and  by  the  help  of  the  few 
occafional  obfervations  they  made  within  the  ftxort  fpace,- 
which  elapfed  from  the  flood  to  the  general  difperfion,  could 
be  able  to  compile  fo  exaft  and  excellent  a  fyftem  of  the 
Heavenly  bodies,  and  yet  not  be  able,  in  a  much  greater  num- 
ber of  ages,  to  raife  it  to  any  higher  perfeftion  ?     And  yet 
nothing  more  clearly  demonftrates  this,  than  the  great  ig- 
norance we  find  all  thofe  nations  in,  till  we  come  to  the  time 
of  the  Creeks  and  Romans ^  concerning  the  caufe,  and  method 
of  calculating,  of  eclipfes,  and  the  jejune  hypothefis  of  epi- 
cycles, by  which  they  pretended  to  folve  the  fwift  and  flow, 
the  ftationary  and  retrograde,  courfes,  which  they  obferved 
the  inferior  planets  to  move  in ;    which  epicycles,  however     - 
fcange  and  irregular,  did  yet  pafs  current  among  all  the  old 
^ftronomers,  till  within  thefe  two  centuries,  when  the  Coper- 
nican  fyftem  opened  their  eyes  to  a  mor^  fatisfaftory  folution 
of  that,  and  other  puzzling  phsenomena,  of  the  Ptokmaic, 

The  reafon  of  this  univerfal  negleft  of  aftronomy,  appears  The  chief 
plainly  to  be  their  fondnefs  for  aftrology ;    and  that  i}^€vi  caufeofit. 
^ned  only  ftudied  the  former,  for  the  fake  of  diving  deeper,  or, 
at  leaft,  of  being  thought  fo  to  do,  into  the  preuoded  mvfteries 
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a 


uncertain. 

Confifted 
rather  in 
ohfer<ving 
than  in 
calculate*^ 
ing. 


of  the  latter ;  and,  as  this  was  the  moft  encouraged,  aad 
fought  after  by  the  great  ones,  and,  of  courfe,  ,the  moft  gak*; 
ful  to  the  profeflbrs,  it  is  no  wonder  they  (hould  negleft  the 
other,  though  the  more  noble  and  ufeful,  for  the  fake  ol^ 
Ththoafied  that.  The  Chinefe^  equally  wrapped  up  with  the  fame  fib 
Jkill  of  the  perftition,  arc  the  only  antient  nation  that  pretends  to  hsm 
Chinefe  made  any  confidcrable  improvements  in  it,  and  tq  have  founj 
out  the  art  of  calculating  eclipfes,  from  the  earlieft  timcs| 
and  yet  we  have  fuiEciently  {hewn,  in  a  former  feftion,  tla| 
all  this  boafted  (kill  confifted  rather  m  a  diligent  and  curioui 
obfervation,  and  recording  of  thefe,  and  other-  heaveo^ 
phaenomena,  than  in  foretelling  them.  In  the  former,  m^ 
nation  was  more  careful  and  cxaft ;  but  that  their  Mil  fell 
vaftly  ftiort  with  refpeft  to  the  latter,  plainly  appears  from  thd? 
being  wholly  ignorant  of  the  above-mentioned  irregulariiy  d 
the  motion  of  the  inferior  planets ;  infomuch,  that  they  dct? 
took  any  notice  of  it,  much  lefs  did  they  ever  attempt  to  u* 
count  for  it,  either  by  the  fuppofition  of  epicycles,  or  byaaf 
other  way,  till  the*  whole  matter  was  unravelled  to  them  bj 
the  European  miflionaries  "*.  . 

The  fum  and  fubftance  of  what  hath  been  faid,  under  tli 
tenth  head,  is  briefly  this :  • 

•  I.  That  the  exaft  harmony  which  we  have  obfervedto 
reign  between  the  aftronomy  and  aftrology  of  the  Chin^ 
and  that  of  the  Egyptians^  Chaldeans y  and  other  antieat  and 
far  diftant  nations,  from  them,  not  only  in  demonftrable,  bot 
in  arbitrary,  uncertain,  imaginary,  and  erroneous,  points,  is 
an  evident  proof  of  its  being  derived  to  them  all  from  Nodt 
and  his  three  fons,  as  it  was  to  thefe  from  the  antediluviatt 
world. 

2.  That  all  this  gi*eat  variety,  both  of  true  aftronomial 
'vians  had  knowlege,  and  of  aftrological  fu perftition,  could  neither  be 
fomefort  of  preferved  by  mere  ftrength  of  memory,  nor  conveyed  by  baic 
'writing,    oral  tradition  (F),  but  plainly  fuppofes  thofe  antediluvians  to 

•  -        iaFC 

"»    See   Father  Gaubil's  Remarks  in  Du   Halde,  EdjI. 
part  ii.  p.  129. 


Antedilu- 


(F)  It  is,  indeed,  hardly  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  they  could 
p;ererve,  much  lei's  convey,  the 
ideas  of  fuch  a  great  number  of 
circles,  lines,  tffr.  as  compofe 
the  cekftial  fphcre,  together 
with  the  figns  oi  the  zodiac,  and 


all  the  other conftellations/witfc 
out  fome  Tuch  method  as  we  arc 
fpeaking  of  -,  efpecially,  if  »'^ 
take  in  the  names,  nature,  mag- 
nitude, fituation,  diitance,  ^^ 
of  thofe  fixed  ftars  thatcomporc 
eachconftellation.  Withrefpeft 
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lave  Kad  fome  better  helps,  wHether  by  painting,  delineating^ 
scygraving,  cutting  in  wood,  ftone,  or  metal,  or  by  fome  other 
Rray^   near  equivalent  to  our  >vriting  or  printing.    The  age 
rf"   the  world,   and  the  longevity,   vigour,   and  other  ad- 
mntages  mankind  then  enjoyed,  will  not  permit  us  to  doubt 
9f  their  being  capable  of  making  fome  fuch  inconfiderable 
iiicovery,  for  prefervmg  and  communicadng  their  knowl^ ; 
and  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  the  original  Chine/e  cha* 
raAers  ",  which  they  boaft  to  have  received  from  thdbf 
feunder,  makes  it  highly  probable,  that  the  art  of  writing 
Unas  at  leaft  brought  to  that  low  pitch  about  the  time  of  the 
delage*    If  fo,  then  it  will  as  probaby  follow,  that  Noah,  Th  bejt 
who  had  lived  to  fee«  the  greateft  improvements  made  either  ^^^rds 
m  that,  or  any  other  branch  of  learning,'  fpent  fome  time  in  Vj^'i 
Aat  long  100  years  warning,  which  Gdd  had  |^ven  him.  of  y  *^^*"* 
tiie  approaching  deluge,  in  colleAing  and  fecuring  the  beftof 
tfaefe  monuments,  for  his  own  and  his  pofierity's  ufe  and 
ioftruffion,  and  efteemed  them  as  the  moft  valuable  relics  of 
the  old  world. 

AccoRDiKGLT,  We  are  told,  by  Jofephus  ♦,  that  Seth  firft 
Vgan  to  reduce  aflronomy  into  a  regular  fyftem,  whic]^  was 
gradnally  improved  by  his  defcendants,  down  to  the  dme  of 
the  deluge ;  which  they  might  the  more  eafily  do,  confidering 
didr  extraordinary  longevity,  paft<»ral  life,  ferene  iky,  and 
other  advant^s,  already  named.  Noah^  vfho  was  heir  to 
all  thdr  difcoveries,  and^  without  doubt,  added  many  con* 

^  See  them  defcribed  in  Ant.  Hi4.  vol.  xx.  p.  135.        *  Jo* 
tiraus  Antiq.  1.  i.  c.  ^.  &  feq. 

to  thefe  lafl,  we  are  told  (6),  atmofphere,  or  whether,  finc« 

that  fome  antient  Cbifufi  maps  the  flood,  by  any  o(her  infhra* 

cadiibit  a    number   of   them  ;  ments  unknown  to  us,  is  not  ia 

which,   though   not  viiible  to  oar  power  to  divine.    We'  arc^ 

the  naked  eye,  are  yet  found  in  indeed  told,  by  Diod  SiaiJu/, 

their  proper  places   (allowing  on  the  authority  of  HtcMteuSp 

for  their  progrefiive  motion),  that  the  antient  drulds  mad^ 

by  thehelpof  ^goodtelefcope,  ufe  of  fome  fuch  inftrumeiits  , 

an  inllrument  which  doth  not  by  which  they  conld  draw  the 

appear  to  have  been  known  in  moon  fo  near,  that  they  could^ 

C^fff A  before  the  coming  of  the  perceive  feas, /nift>antains,  Jsfc. 

European   mifiionanes    thither,  in  it.  But  if  the  C^/nr^  had  ever 

But  whether   thefe  Hars  were,  any  of  that  kind,  they  hare 

difcovered  by  the  antediluvians,  iince  quite  loft  all  remembrance 

who,  probably,  enjoved  a  bet-  of  them  (7J. 

ter  fight,  and,  donbciels,  a  clearer 

(6)  Vi^  Katber  &p/tr  op,  Du  flaide,  trgl  voL  ii.  f.  T3O.  (7)  ^^^^  ' 

Qauiilap.  eund,  ibid,  p.  i%g. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vot.Vni.  Y  fiderabU 


fiderible  ofies  of  his  own,  all  which  )ie  took  care  to  <;QiPfli»* 
aiGtfic  to  his  three  fons,  is,  on  th^t  account,  rightly  Aif^oM 
19  be  the  Jtlas  of  the  heathen  writers,    ifis  defcendants  ib 
&r  imitated  his  example,  as  to  be  able  to  make  fomc  vety 
coniideraUe  obfervations  on  the  planetary  fyftem  ;   pmikx* 
jorly,  that  remarkable  one  which  is  recorded  by  thoie  two  ce* 
)d>rated  aftronomcrs  of  antiquity,  j^drqftus  Cyiicentu  and 
Di9.  Ne^Mtfs,  to  have  happened  in  the  planet  Venus,  in  tke 
ragtt  oi  Qgygesy  whea  that  luminous  planet  was  obierved  t9 
have  receiv^  a  very  great  change  in  its  courfe,  magmtttdfl^ 
({oloor,  figure,  ^.    This  fingular  phaenomenon  is  likewife 
mentioned  by  Ct^fiort  and  from  him  by  Varro^  and  from  them 
}^  St.  jiuguJUn  f.    It  is  true,  none  t>f  the  afore-mentionei 
authors  tell  us  in  which  of  the  Ogyges's  reigns  it  happened^ 
but  it  is  commonl*  fuppofed  to  have  been  that  who  is  fur* 
naiiv^  PrifiuSf  and  is  reckoned  to  be  the  fame  with  the  Bt* 
march  Npah ;  and  that  this  wonderful  change  was  occafioned 
by  the  vicinity  of  that  planet  to  the  earth,  at  the  time  of  the 
general  deluge  :t^ ;  which  is  highly  probable,  conildering,  that 
ihe  is  neareft  of  all  the  feven  to  the  earth,  except  the  moon ; 
<  ftnd  that,  during  the  ten  months  in  which  the  waters  pie- 
vaUed  on  the  globe's  furface,  fhe  came  at  leaft  three  times  so  fapr 
afxigice,  or  greateft  nearnefs  to  it ;  fo  that  it  can  hardly  be  ftp- 
po^i  but  that  (he  muft  have  received  feme  very  confidendile 
change,  or  imprcflion,  from  the  vaft  atmofphcre  of  fluid  dot 
then  furrounded  it  on  all  fsdes,  and  much  more  fo  £H11,  ^oftti 
as  (he  came  in  conjunftion  with  the  moon.  Which  being  granted, 
iloth  plainly  (hew,  not  only  how  <bon  after  the  flood  they  be- 
gan to  make  fuch  curious  obfervations  on  the  planetary  fyftem, 
but  likewife  that  they  muft  have  received  the  theory  of  them 
much  earlier,  viz.  from  the  antediluvians,  otherwife  thtt 
could  never  have  taken  notice  of  this  furprifing  change,  in  lo 
rruny  particulars  as  are  above-mentioned.    Origen  accordingly 
tells  us,  that  there  had  been  found  in  Arabia  Felix  fevmi 
manufcript  copies,  moftly  treating  of  aftronomy,  which  were 
univerfally  allowed  to  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  new  world 
by  Noah ;  and  Terttillian^  who  had  feen^  and  read,  fome  of 
•    them,  aflbres  us,  that  they  were  written  on  that  fnbjeft; 
though,  as  we  may  probably  fuppofe,  not  without  fome  in- 
termixture of  the  then  reigning  aftrological  ftuff*,  foiiled  ia 
by  the  tranfcribers  of  them. 

Hence  thofe  who  kept  clofe  to,  and  were  moft  converfaat 
with,  that  patriarch,  muft,  of  courfe,  have  received  a  doubk 

t  AuGusTiN.  Civit.  Dei,  1.  21.  c.  8.  J  See  Burnet's 

*  Theor/,  Warren's  Geologia,  I?  al. 

advantage 
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advantage  by  it;  above  thofe  that  difperfed  themfelves  fitMli 
liim  I  for,  in  the  firft  place,  though  It  be  reafonable  to  fiip- 
poffe,  that  he  imparted  his  knowlege  to  them  all  alike,  )4t 
the  latter  being  forced,  after  the  difpcrfion,  to  fufpend  that 
ftudy  >vhilft  they  went  in  fearch  of  new  fettlcments,  and  fooa 
after  that  in  the  purfuit  of  their  frequent  wars  againft  each 
other,  that  fcience  muft  have  fufFered  no  fmall  decay  j  yherc-  Tbegrntt 
as  th«  former,  whom  we  ftyle  Noah's  caftern  colony,  had  not^^'^^^ii 
only  the  conftant  ufe  of  his  valuable  recprds,  but  likewife  ^"  ^^^^ 
The  benefit  of  his  expofitions  and  leftures,  both  during  their  ^^""^^    , 
p«-^[rination,  and  after  their  fettlement  in  Vhina  ;  (o  that  it-^T,'      > 
is  no  wonder  that  they  fhould  make  fo  much  earlier  a  progrefs^     '^* 
in  it  than  the  reft  of  the  world  :  and  accordingly  the  Chinejjt 
tinnab  tell  us  that  Fo-hi  laid  the  firft  foundation  of  that,  and 
other  arts  and  Iciences,  and  that  his  four  or  five  immediate 
fucceflbrs  (G)  brought  them  gradually  to  the  perfeftion  they 
were  raifed  to  afterwards  ^  till  the  arrival  of  the  Ei^rq^eans 
»mong  them. 

But,  adly,  there  was  ftUl  a  much  greater  adv^tagewhicli 
they  reaped  from  the  leflons  and  example  of  the  good  ol4 
patri^ch  above  all  his  other  defcendants,  namely,  that  it  pn?* 
ierved  them  from  falling  into  the  horrid  idolatries  wfakh  ffac 
reft  gradually  funk  into  ;  for  though,  like  all  other  antient 
nations,  the  Chinefe  afcribed  fome  particular  infiuences  to  the 
heavenly  bodies,  to  which  all  fublunary  things  were  in  fome 
meafure  fubjeft  (H) ;  yet  neither  they,  nor  their  cjefcendants. 
<5ver  degenerated  fo  far  as  to  wprftiip  them,  till  after  fevera| 

cear 

f  Sec  their  &veral  reign$  in  MAHTiifi,  Du  H^i^db,  ^4 
others. . 

(G)  Thcfc  five  laft  we  fliall  fiances,  faf^.  drjeumferibcd  widi- 

prove  in  the  fequel  on  the  an-  in  certain  limits  or  lines,  fo  as  to 

thority  of  Our  Hebrew  chrono-  reprefent  in  fome  meafure  the 

logy,  to  have  been  cotemporary  ci^atures  whofe    names    their 

wilth   Abraham^    Ifaac^    Jacobs  bear,  can,  at  beft,  be  fupporea^ 

dmram^  Le<vi\  and  Mq/}s,  when  thus  arbitfaj;ily  joined  i»5 

(H)  What  is  ftill  more  fur*  to  one  fign  or  figure,*  to  acquiss 

prifing  is,  that  (hey,  as  well  as  a  new  virtue,  in  thefaoie  mmt 

»11  the  other  antient  nations,  ner  as  a  ceruin  quantity  of  met 

fiiould  {ojunanimoufly  agree  in,  dicinal  drugs  of  various- niit«iur«$ 

flfcribiog  fuch  particular  influ-  do,  when  j.u^iblied  together  19 

ences  to  the  vcry-cauilellations,  one  compound :  $ni  yei  we  6ni 

which,  being  no  other  than  a  this  unaccountable  iofi«iejpice  not 

colluvies  of  fixed  liars  of  differ-  only  acknowleged  by  all  the 

ent    natures,   magnitudes,  di-  antient  aftronomers,  but  even 

Y  2  taken 
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oemuries/  chat  is,  till  64  year$  after  Chrift,  wfaea  the  accuribi  | 
herefj  of  Fo  was  accidentally  brought  thither  from  India^  aud 
'  with  it  an  iaundatioti  of  the  moft  abominable  idolatries^  but 
which  are  neverthelefs  held  in  the  greatefl  abhorrence  to  diia 
v«ry  time  by  all  thdr  philofophers,  literati,  and  better  fort  of 
people. 

Srom  what  hath  been  obferved  under  the  laft  article,  one 
may  be  enabled  to  make  a  probable  conjedlure  at  the  nature 
.of  the  epidemical  fm  which  occafioned  the  deftruflioa  of  the 
old,  and  the  fo  fpeedy  difperfion  of  the  new,  race  <tf  maa- 
kind.  The  former,'  we  have  fhewn,  were  infefted  with  the 
^  abfurd  notion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  having  a  confiderable 

kiflttence  over  all  fublunary  events :  from  this  they  might  grr- 
dually  degenerate  into  that  of  their  being  the  only  direfVors 


taken  particular  notice  of  in  the 
book  of  >^  (8),  where  the  Al- 
roieh^  being  introduced,  by  the 
inured  writer,  as  making  ex- 
prefs  mention  of  their  virtues, 
would  incline  a  ferious  perfon 
to  think  that  notion  better  foun- 
ded, than  the  almoft  infinite  di- 
fiance  of  thofe  bodies  feems  to 
admit  of. 

The  words  of  our  verfion, 
though  (hortof  the  energy  of 
the  original,  run  thus  :  Canft 
thou  bind  (prevent,  or  reflrain) 
thif<weet  infiutnce  ^/i&f  Pleiades, 
(nr  let  loo/e  the  bands  of  Orion  ? 
Canft  thou  bring  forth  Mazzaroth 
in  hisjeafon^  or  guide  Ardiurus, 
njuith  bis  fans  f  Knonvejt  thou  the 
trdinances  of  heaven^  or  honv  to 
.  lippoint  them  their  dominioft  o*ver 
the  earth  ?  How  far  our  ver- 
fion  hath  hit  the  right  names  of 
thefe  conftellations,  is  out  of 
our  province^  to  inquire  ;  the 
reader  may  confuit  the  com- 
mentators about  it,  and  more 
particularly  the  curious  diiTerta- 
lion  publifhed  by  the  learned 
Mr.CoJer,  of  Oxford,  on  that 
fubjed.  It  is  enough  for. us 
that  ^e  Hebrew  words  C^^ziV, 
Hjaxvimroth,  Baj,  S(C,  are  agreed 


(8}  Cb*  xxxviii.  31^  &  Jef. 


to  fignify  fome  certain  conftella- 
tions; and  that  the  terms  of 
binding,  loofing,  &ff.  imply 
fome  kind  of  .peculiar  virtue  or 
influence  belonging  to  them,  by 
the  appointment  of  their  all- 
wife  Creator.  Apd  thus  far  ail 
nations  might  agree  in  general; 
but  that  they  ihoald  all  be  h 
unanimous  in  aligning  to  eack 
its  proper  influence,  can  hardly 
be  otherwife  accounted  for,  than 
by  fuppofing  that  they  all  re- 
ceived the  fame  theory  from  one 
perfon,  that  is,  from  S^oah,  In 
which  cafe  it  will  .be  eqaaliy 
difficult  to  conceive  how  the 
Chinefe,  the  mod  remote  from, 
and  unacquainted  with,  the  reft 
of  the  world,  Ihould  retain  fo 
great  a  (hare  of  it  in  commod 
with  them,  if  not  led  and  fetded 
there  under  him.  Had  their 
country  been  peopled  by  die 
fame  latter  colonies  that  peopled 
north  eall  Tartaty,  they  wooM 
have  been  quite  as  ignorant  of 
aflxonomy  and  other  fciences  as 
they,  inflead  of  cultivating  and 
improving,  as  they  did,  from 
the  beginning  of  their  mon- 
archy. 


and 
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tnd  go\  erDors  of  this  lower  world,-  and  confequently  the  only 
)bje^s  of  their  worihip ;  than  which  notion,  nothing  cquld 
3e  more  capable  of  finking  them  into  that  univerfal  corrup- 
ion  and  degeneracy,  in  which  the  deluge  overtook  them  ^. 
WTe  muft,  however,  here  except  the  righteous  line  of  Seth/Pnffr^ed  ^ 
itnong  whom  alone  the  true  religion,  that  is,  the  belief  of  J^/«^- 
in  over-ruling  Providence,  was  ftill  preferved  ;  the  laft  of  f*^  '*'^ 
«rhom  were  Noah  and  his  fons,  who  were  oo  that  account  ^^^^\ 
•cferved  to  replenifli  the  new  world  with  a  more  hopeful 
progeny.    However,  it  but  too  plainly  appears,  that  xhdt^^^^j^M  ' 
three  laft  were  not  all  perfeftly  cured,  by  that  feverc  punifli- /*^'^^f* 
nent,  from  the  antediluvian  contagion,  fince  it  to  quickly  ^^^V^ 
raged  afrefh,  and  infefted  the  greateft  part  of  this  new  off-  ^^    .i 
Tpriog  in  lefs  than  feventy  years  after  the  flood :  for  wh«  ^^a  '  •  ' 
dfe  coQld  they  mean  by  buUding  fuch  a  monftrous  high  tower, 
but  to  fecure  themfelve^  asainft  a-  fecond  deluge  ?  and  what 
ihould  put  fuch  a  wild  and  impious  notion  into  their  heads, 
but  a  firm  perfuafion,  agreeable  to.  the  antediluvian  belief 
abpve-mentioned,  that,  as  the  firft  was  caufed  by  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  ftars  and  planets  in  fome  certain  conQgu- 
ration,  fs^  the  fame  might  again,  or  would  moft  likely,  hap- 
pen whenever  thefe  heavenly  bodies  came  to  meet  again  in 
the  fame  pofitionf.     It  is  true,  they  had  an  exprefs  promife 
and  aflfurance  to  the  contrary  from  God  himfelf^i ;  and  no 
doubt  the  good  old  patriarch  took  care  to  urge  that,  and  all 
other  proper  topics,  to  deter  them  ^  from  that  wicked  enter- 
prife  ;  but  the  cataftrophe  (hews  how  little  regard \they  paid 
to  dther,  or  even  to  the  puni/hment  that  fo  clofely  followed 
their  rebellion,  feeing  they  had  not  been  long  difperfed  from 
one  another,  before  we  find  them  all  alike  immerfed  in  the  old 
idolatry,  and  the  worfhipping  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  flars,  and 
all  the'  hofts  of  heaven,  whilft  even  the  bare  notion  of  an 
over-ruling  Providence  feems  to  have  been  quite  extinguiihed 
among  them« 

XI.  This  confideration  affords  us  another  probable  argu-  ^^*  Chi- 
ment  of  Noah  being  the  Chineje  Fo-hi^  and  planting  his  colony  ^^^  *<" 
there ;  namely,  the  juft  and  conflant  idea  which  that  nadon  "^^^ 
hath  rdigioufly  preferved,  not  only  during  a  long  ferics  of  JJ^^^'" 
ages,  but  doth  ftill  to  this  day  among  their  philofophers  and  *^fjg^g 
lietter  fort  of  people,  of  a  divine  over-ruling  Power,  who 
tfrefts  and  governs  all  things,  knows  the  fccrets  of  all  hearts, 
and  to  whom  all  men  are  accountable  for  their  thoughts, 
vords,  and  a^lions  ^    Had  China  been  peopled  by  Tubals 

t  Vid.  GcBcf.  vi.  c.  +  Sec  Josiphus  Ant.  lib.  i. 

r  1;.     ••  -     «  GeneU  ix.  8«»-i).  '  See  their  Shu-king^ 

C#Nrvci  Vd's  Morals,  and  other  philofophical  works, 

Y3  Mejbisb^ 
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MSfiech;  of  any  ether  remote  defceadincs  from  Noah^  ^trc 
Ihbuld  have  found  them^  like  all  the  reft,  immerfed  ia  idola<« 
ti7»  and  worfliipping  the  whole  ftarry  and  planetary  tribe, 
udder  the  names  of  \i?<i^,  4ft arte,  Miikom,  Chamojb^  Dagon^ 
and  foch-like,  wkhout  the  leaft  notion  of  a  fuperior  po^er 
over-ruling  them.    Even  the  very  heads  of  the  line  of  'Shem 
VFere  fo  tatfited  with  the.  fame  iddatrous  iafe£):idQ9  that  it 
vnA  the  very  reafon  vrhy  Gk)d  called  Abraham  from   amoiq; 
them,  when  he  made  choice  of  him  to  be  the  reftorer  of  his 
A^i^thvr  true  religion  and  wodhip':  whereas  the  Chinefe  appear  to 
farttofthe  hate  retained,  from  the  earlieft  times  of  their  monarchy,  thei  i 
tf«A'«r/ rif- fublimcft  ideis  of,  and  deepeft  regard  to,  the  divine  and 
"*JP<>*f*'  otrer-ruling  Lord  of  heaven,  not  only  from  their  iS^u-/l»^, 
^^fi^'    aod  other  canonical  books,  but  from  the  conftant  and  r^alar 
iacrifiees  which  they  offered  up  to  him  at  all  proper  fesdonS^. 
and  the  folemn  manner  in  which  it  wss  performed  ;  iafomocb' 
that  no  perfon;  however  great,  wife,  or  good,  was  deemed 
Mrorthy  to  peiform  the  prieftly  funftion,  but  the  emperor  him* 
fdf,  as  we  have  elfewhere.lhewn  f. 

-  To  this  we  may  add  another  equally  antient  arid  laudable 
cuftom  of  theirs  in  all  public  calamities,  fuch  as  civil  war% 

Sftilfence,  famine,  great  droughts,  he.  of  applying  them- 
ves  in  the  humbleft  manner  to  the  Supreme  Being  alone  for 
relief;  and  returning  their  moft  folemn  thanks  to  him  aione^ 
4^  foon  as  "they  had  ob^iined  it  (I).     How  oppofite  was  this. 

•  See  Gcnef.  xiii.  &  feq.  Jo(h.  xxiv,  z,  f  Sec  bcfer^ 

p.  157.     Secalfovol.  v.  p.  32,  &  alib.  palT. 

(I)  Wc  find  accordingly,   in  and  juftice  coald  not  be  other* 

ifhe  Ojinefe  annals,  many  lingu-  wife  appealed,  he  would  lettl^ 

Ur  ihftances  of  their  piOus  an-  eft'ccts  thereof  fall  upon  them 

ticnt  monarchs,  who,  in  all  fuch  alone ;    and    dlat    their    linl 

public  calamities,  went  at  the  might  be  accepted  by  faiin,  asi 

haadof  a  numerous  court,  all  projpitiatory  factifice  for  the  w;ft 

dreiTed,  as  well  as  themfelves,  of  the  nation.     The  *biefing» 

in  the  raeaneil  garb,  and  other  once  obtained,  was  celebrated 

marks  of  the  deeped  hamility  with  public  aod  folemn  tba&ksj 

and  repentance,  to  intreat  the  to  which  thofe  princes  ad4rf 

Lord  of  heaven  to  divert  his  vall^do natives,   and  other  iiH* 

i*uft  judgments  from  them  J  and  munitie$,  to  the  poorer  (brtof 

lei^  the  good,  monarchs,  ad-  their  fubjefts,  efpecially  to  fudl 

djieffittg  themfelves  to  that  Su-  provinces  as  had  been  thfe  great* 

preme  Being  in  the  moft  hum-  «i  fufferers.   Wc  (hall  have  OC* 

ble  and  pathetic  terms,  earneftly  cafion,   in   the  ftquel  of  tills 
t>«f6aghc  bin,  tba^  if  his  ang^ ,  luftoiv«  to  giv^  fomc  remarka* 
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to  the  praAice  of  all  other  nations,  who,  upon  all  fuch  occa- 
fions,  ufed  to  celebrate,  folemn  fcftivals  to  their  fsdfc  ddties, 
carry  their  images  about  in  folemn  procelBons,  and  afcribed 
the  glory  of  ail  their  bleffings  and  deliverances  to  them  ! 

It  maft  be  owned,  indeed,  that  the  Chinefe  were  infeftcd,  7i«>  mJ^ 
like  all  the  reft  of  Noah'%  pofterity,  with  the  fuperftitious  trology  did 
contagion  of  the  ftarry  influence  over  all  fublunary  bodies,  mt  exclude 
and  from  the  carlieft  times  direftcd  moft  of  their  aftronomical  ^^^r* 
obfervations  to  that  end  :  but  there  was  ftill  this  difference  ^p^S^^^' 
between  them,  that  whereas  the  other  nations  believed  thofe  **"**^*' j 
heavenly  bodies  to.  be  free  and  powerful  agents,  and  applied 
to  them  as  to  the  fole  dircfters  of  all  fublunary  events,  the 
Cbine/e  looked  upon  them  only  as  necefTary  agents,  whof<t 
power  and  influence  were  imprefled  upon  them  by  an  almighty 
hand,  who  had  ftill  the  fupreme  rule  and  government  over 
them,  and,  as. fuch,  addrefled  themfelves  to  him  in  iail  grea( 
emergencies,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  any  of  the  ftarry 
tribe,  which  they  believed  to  bp  no  other  than  inftruments  ia 
his  over-ruling  hands*.     But  how  they  came  to  judge  and 
diftinguifli  fo  juftly  of  both,  above  all  other  nations,  vn\l  be 
difficult  to  account  for,  unlcfs  we  afcribe  it  to  the  fingular 
care  which  their  good  old  patriarch  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have 
taken  to  fcffewarn  them  againft  that  dangerous  error,  which 
he  fo  well  knew  had  been  the  main  caufe  of  the  deftruftion  of 
the  old  world,  and  of  the  fatal  d^eneracy  of  the  new,  an4 
the  chief  motive  of  his  withdrawing  hhnfelf  fo  far  from  . 
th«m(K).      • 

xm.  thi9 

<  See  their  Shu-king,  and  other  canonical  books. 

Ue  indances  of  this  iingnlar  Supreme  Being,  fo  much  of  di# 

piety,  in  which  thofe  monarchs,  aftrological  fuperftition,  and  dii 

ttkigh-priefts  of  the  whole  na-  not  rather  endeavour  to  extir* 

tk>n,feem  to  have  a£ted  fo  very  pate  all  the  remains  of  that  old 

conformably  to  the  office  of  eke  antedikvian  leaven  f  it  may  bt 

iftcrUkatnre,    bodi  before  and  anfwered,  eitlm  that  the  notion 

tiuler  the  Jenuifi  law,  that  we  of  the  influence  of  the  ftars  oa 

OMid  not  forbear  taking  parti*  this  lower  world  might  not  ap- 

Cilar  notice  of  it.  pearto  ham  fo  falfe,  abfurd,  zmk 

(K)   If  it  fliQuld  be  aflced,  ill-grounded,  a^  it  is  now  comr 

W&  wifeandg^oodamaaas  moniyjiidged  *,nor  in  any  other  . 

heaouldfaScrtkisiBivouritBoa*  way  ^aagerous,  than  as^t  ex^ 

iMy  fi^  inftermix  HiU  wit4  fach  diftdtd  the  bdtief  of  an  ot«w 

ftUime  and  ytUt  notions  of  the^  niliog  JP^ovideftco,  which   l«ft 

Y4  ho 
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XII.  This  laft  confideration  oarnrolly  leads  us  to  a  ncv 
and  no  Icfs  probable  argoment  in  favour  of  oor  hyppthefe-; 
namely,   the  excellency  of  the  religion,  la^vs,  govemmeoll 
policy,  morality,  philofophy,  iic.  of  the  Chine/e,    above  A 
other  antient  nations,  even  thofe  which  are  aUowed  the  xnoft 
learned  and  polite  ;  and  wonfcqucntly  every  way  worthy  of  fe 
divine  a  patriarch  and  lawgiver.     This  is  indosd  a  point  we 
could  with  pleafure  dwell  longer  upon,  had  it  not    been  al- 
ready fo  learnedly  difplayed  by  much  better  pens,   that  it  k 
now  univcrfally  allowed  by  all  fides ;  butj  on  that  account, 
wc  Audi  content  ourfelves  with  referring  our  readers  to  the 
fhort  iketch  we  have  formerly  given  of  them  ^,  and  fhall  only 
add  here  a  remark  or  two  from  the  whole,  which  will  (tiO 
fiuther  confirm  it. 

.  First,  then,  it  is  well  worth  obfcrving,  that,  among  the 
,  fublime  ideas  which  their  canonical  books  give  as  of  the  Deity, 
beyond  what  is  to  be  met  with  in  tlie  theology  of  other  ao* 
tient  nations,  it  mendons,  in  particular,  the  care  which  the 
Divine  Providence  takes  to  forewarn  mankind  by  figns,  pro* 
digies,  and  other  awakening  methods,  of  the  impending  judg* 
ments  which  are  going  to  fall  upon  them,  in  order  to  excite 
them  to  avert  the  divine  vengeance  by  all  proper  afts  of  re- 
repentance  * ;  which  excellent  notion,  taken  in  its  fuU  extent, 

*  See  Ant.  Hill.  vol.  i.  p.  261,  &  feq.  vol.  xx.  p.  124,  k 
feq.  *  See  their  Shu-king,  and  other  canonical  books. 


he^doubtlefs  was  careful  to  pre- 
veat  both  by  his  leflbns  knd  ex- 
ample; or  elfe  it  may  be  rea* 
ibnably  enough  fuppofed,  that 
ibme  of  the  feeds  of  that  iaper- 
ftitiods  notion  might  be  pri- 
vatelv  preferved  by  fome  of  his 
people,  and  fuffered  to  fpread 
itfeff  by  degrees  amongft  the 
reft,  unknown  to  him,  or  per- 
haps, more  likefy,  againft  all 
his  endeavours  to  fupprefi  it ; 
to  bewitching  was  that  belief, 
iand  (till  is  Kmong  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  world. 

We  have  dwelt  fomewhat  the 
longer  on  this  fubjed  of  the 
aftconomy  and  aftrolo^y  of  the 
jiotieots,  as  it  is  a  pomt  which 
hath  been  but  iltghtlv,  if  at  all, 
confidflr^,  eUier  wuh  fcfp^ 


CO  the  inventers  of  it  (the  ho- 
nour of  it  being  generally  ^ves 
to  the  EfjptianSf  CbalJeansy  Bd' 
bylqniam,  &c,  and  by  few,  if 
any,  to  the  antediluvians) ;  ou , 
fecondly,  with  regard  to  die 
Cbinefet  fo  far  as  they  have  ez' 
celled  all  other  antient  nations 
in  cultivating  and  improving  its 
nor,  laftly,  with  refpelb  to  die 
proofswh]chmightbe,aiidwhidi 
we  hope  we  have,  aautlly 
drawn  from  its  univerfal  coo* 
formity,  of  Noah  being  the  G^« 
nefe  Fobi  ;  which  we  thercfeit 
flatter  ourfelves  will  be  a  fuffi- 
eient  excufe  for  the  extraordi* 
nary  length  of  this  article  ,*  vrp 
ihall  endeavour  to  be  more  foe- 
do£t  ia  thofe  that  follow. 

can 
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;aii  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  have  flowed  firom  a&y  other  fource 
than  fix>m,the  threatnings,  warnuigs,  and  dieadfal  omens, 
vUch  the  good  old  patriarch  had  been  a  mournful  \ritiiefs  to, 
BUriog  more  than  a  whole  century  before  the  flood :  for,  tho^ 
Other  heathenifh  nations,  not  only  looked  npon  all  fuch  dire  ' 
prodigies,  but  even  upon  every  uncommon  phenomenon,  to 
pe  the  forerunners  of  fome  public  calamities,  yet  it  doth  not 
appear  that  they^  looked  upon  the  former  as  direded  by  the 
divine  goodnefs  to  forewarn  mankind  againft  the  danger  of  the 
latter :  much  lefs  did  they  entertain  any  notion  of  repentance 
^ng  the  only  efie^lual  means  to  avoid  it ;  chufing  rather  to 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  horrid  rites  and  facriflces,  as  were 
more  likely  to  haflen  than  avert  the  impending  judgmeiit. 

Secondly,  We  find  that  they  had,  among  their  moft  va*  Propbtdes 
hiable  records,  fome  fignal  prophecies  of  the  MeflSah's  being  e/"'^^  '^^ 
to  appear  in  human  flclh  in  fome  of  the  weftem  parts  of  ^^^^^ /^ 
world  ;  and  which  were  fo  plainly  underftood,  to  firmly  be-  •^^'^^> 
ttevcd,  and  fo  religioufly  preferved,  that  their  great  philofo-  ^"^  ^/'^' 
pher  Confucius y  who  lived  near  500  years  before  our  Saviour,.'^^?/'*'' 
co|ild  point  out  the  vexy  year  rf  their  cycle,  or  fexagenary,  %J^inI\ 
in  which  he  was  to  be  born.    And  we  are  farther  aflured,'^       •' 
that  in  that  very  year,  which  was  that  in  which  the  world's 
Redeemer  was  born,  die  then  reigning  emperor  Ngai  (which, 
name  fignifies  victorious)  exchanged  it  for  that  of  Ping^ 
^aceftd^  or  pacific  ^ ;  from  which  we  may  reafonably  infer, 
that  they  muft  have  likewife  had  fome  clear  notion  of  the  cha« 
raCler,  and  peaceable  reign,   of  that  divine  perfon ;  and  it 
was  from  a  firm  perfuailon  of  this  prophecy  that  the  philofo- 
pher  above-mentioned  ufed  to   comtort  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts  that  the  Holt-one,  as  he  ftyled  him,  was  to  come 
from,  or  to  appear  iti,  the  weft  *.     But  how  the  Chinefe^  of 
all  the  defcendants  of  Noab^  came  to  preferve  fuch  lively 
traces  of  the  promifed  Mefliah,  when  all  the  reft,  and  even 
the  family  of  Shem^  of  whom  he  was  to  be  bom,  hardly 
retained  any  notion,  till  he  was  more  clearly  i^vealed  to  Abra" 
ham  and  his  pofterity,  can  no  otherwife  be  accounted  for,  than 
by  fuppofing  that  Noah  left  fome  authentic  records  of  it 
among  them,  and  that  Confucius  had  been  fufficiently  conver- 
fent  with  them  as  to  be  able  to  find  out  the  year  in  which  he 
!was  tobe  born,  and  the  part  of  the  world  where  he  was  to 
aaake  his  appearance.    If  it  be  aflced,  how  even  Noafi  could 
fi)  exa£lly  know  the  time  of  his  birth,  whilft  the  latter  Jews^ 
who  had  much  clearer  revelations  concerning  it,  and  we  may 

>  7  Maktimi  Hid.  Sinic.  isb.ir.  p.  149.  x.  p.  alt.      *  Ibid. 
Vid.  &£EacH£R»  Lb  Compts^  Du  Halbb,  &  al.  ^ 
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Whpici.     tdd  the  Chriftians  too,  are  at  fuch  variance  about  It  ?  The 
ibfy  had    fwcr  is  cafy,  there  being  a  conftant  tradition  in  Noah\  family; 
this  lafi*    as  well  before  as  after  the  flood,  that  Chrift  was  to  be 
cither  at  the  very  clofc  of  the  fonrthi  or  the  entrance  of 
fifth,  millenary  (L) ;  fo  that  the  difficulty  amoi^  the  Chr^ 
tians  and  JcwSj  about  fettling  that  remarkable  period,  proN; 
cceds  merely  from  the  difference  of  their  chronologies  witit 
rcfpeft  to  the  age  of  the  world,  of  which  we  have  given  ZA 
ample  fpecimen  at  the  beginning  of  our  antient  hiftory  f , 
Vht  mtty    If,  therefore,  the  Chine/e  could  fo  exaftly  point  out  that  r 
gfit  Chi-     markable  epocha,  and  fix  the  end  of  the  fourth  millenary  fiyj 
mthchn-  rightly,  all  that  can  be  inferred  from  it  is,  that  they  have  pre- 
Vj^j      ferved  their  records  more  carefully,  and  in  greater  parity,  «t 
^^gf^    Icaft  from  the  creation  to  the  birth  of  Chrift,  than  any  othe^ 
i$  m$r€     ^^*^^  ^^  know  of,  whatever  corruption  they  may  have  beeu 
pg„^         fuflfered  fince  to  undergo,  either  to  make  them  tally  more  exadi^ 
'^th  the  feptuagint  chronology,  or  to  give  the  Chinefe  nadom 
a  greater  antiquity :  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  theycouili 
have  any  other  rule  to  fix  that  epocha  by,  but  die  traditiaBK; 
in  that  patriarch's  family,  of  Chrifl  appearing  in  our  flcfh  «f*' 
the  end  of  the  fourth  millenary ;  tod  fince,  as  it  plainly  ap- 
pears that  he  was  born  exaftly  at  that  year,   according  to, 
our  Hebrew  chronology  ;  and  that,  in  the  vdy  fame  vear,  tha** 
then  reigning  monarch  did,  out  of  regard  to  his  chars^^i 
exchange  his  name  of  viftorious  into  that  of  pacific ;  we  can* 
ftot  but  look  upon  this  as  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  Clnnefi 
chronology  would  be  found  more  exaft,  and  agreeable  to  ouf 
Hebrewy  if  it  had  not  been  lengthened  and  disfigur«l,  ^ 
anfwer  forne  of  the  finifler  ends  above-mentioned*.     Thb  il 
^ot,  however,  the  only  proof  we  have  to  offer  on  that  headi 

t  Sec  before.  Ant.  Hifl.  vol.i.  p.  14I,  &ieq. 

(L)  This  tt-adition,  which  is  law,  2000  under  the  law,  and 

aSirmed  by  tha  Jews  to  be  as  eeoo  under  the  Meffiah,  afitt 

antlent  as  the  promife  made  to  which  was  to  follow  his  gb» 

Mam  after  the  fall  ($)»  is  fonn-  nous  and  univerfat    reigt  tt 

dedon  the  creation  being  fini(h-  tooo  years,  ftyled  by  them  tb| 

ed  in  fix  days»  and  God  reftin^  great  fabb^th,  and  by  the  Chm 

On  the  feveuth  j  from  which^  fti^s  the  millenniiunj  oFwhi.! 

computing  a  day  for  a  thoafand  we  have  given  an  account  in  the 

years  (I of,  they  toncluded  that  antient  hiftory  of   iiki^  Jnti^ 

the   world    would    laft    7000  (i.l). 
years,  that  ls»  iooo  befbft  th^ 

(^  mmf.  Hi, )9;    '    '  - {^)  tu  'A  Pirn  t^iiki  tKtf.P*     .  <tt i; ^# 
*        .  ,  though 
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thoitgh  the  ^opereft  place  ia  vrixich  it  ccnild  be  mentioned. 
The  remainder,  which  we  hope  will  be  alk>wed  6f  muc:h    , 
greater  we^ht  and  authority,  will  be  better  referred  for  a 
fttbfeqoent  article;  4n  which  we  ftiall  difplay  fuch  farther  har- 
mony betwoea  the  Chintfe  and  Hebrew  chronology,  from  fomc 
'aathentic  fa£ls  recorded  in  both,  as  will^at  once  make  them 
refleft  a  mutual  and  furprifing  evidence  on  each  other,  dit 
coTcr  the  fallacy  of  the  pretended  Chinefe  antiquity,  and  of 
its  boafted  agreement  with  the  feptuagint,  and  enable  us  to  . 
fix  the  beginning  of  their  monarchy  npon  a  more  rational  and 
authentic  foundation  than  any  hitherto  extant. 

But,  before  we  difmifs   the  topic  of  their  excellent  reli-  T^heir  reU' 
gion,  laws,  6fc*  we  beg  leave  to  obferve  how  inconfiftent  the  g^on  a 
fuppofition  <rf  its  having  been  founded  by  fome  of  the  more  fjy^^J^, 
remote  diefcendants  of  Noah  muft  appear,  to  any  unbiafled  Noah  ^^* 
reader,  with  that  purity  of  their  antient  worftiip  and  doc-  '"S  ^^^ 
trioc,  which  difplaj^d  itfelf  fo  wonderfully  from  ^  the  earricft,""  ^* 
times,   whilfl  all  other  nations  were  funk  into  the  loweft 
kind  of  idolatry,  the  moft  unnatural  and  inhuman  rites,  and 
fcarcdy  retained   the  leaft  awe  or  noticm  of  a  fupreme  and 
over-ruling  power.    If  Noah  muft  not  be  allowed  to  have 
gone  into  Chi/la^  but  to  have  fettled  any-whcre  elfe  amongft 
his  other  defcendants^  how  comes  it  that  neither  the  excd* 
Icncy  of  his:*  doftrine  as  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  nor  his 
authority  as  their  commdh  parent,  could  preferve  them  front 
the  gen^Tral  corruption  and  degeneracy  in  theory  and  pra6Hce  i 
And  how  can  a  few  late  ftragglers,  who,  by  gradual  and  Iong« 
,    continued  migrations,  fearched  for  new  fettiements,  be  fap« 
pofed  to  have  been  the  only  ones  who  prefcrved  their  faith 
and  manners  fo  long  incorrupt,  and  lived  in  a  manner  the 
aoft  agreeable  to  all  the  precepts  and  example  that  fuch  aa 
,  holy  patriarch  could  have  given  them,  had  they  been  Under 
1&  imihediate  care  and  government  *  ?  Is  it  not  more  rational 
to  thick  that  they  recdved  thdr  religion,  laws,  plubfophy, 
Morality,  learning,  and  way  of  life,  from  him;  and  that  it 
^as  their  deep  regard  to  his  authority  that  influenced  thia 
people  to  obferve  them  with  that  conftant  tenacioufnefs,  whicl^ 
Afey  have  ev^  fince  itoathtained  ?  whilft  all  his  other  defcend* 
Ittts  (the  Egyptians^  BakybnianSy  Chaldeans^  Geltes^  Seythi* 
Wi  &c.  dow&  to  ihc'Creeh  and  Romans),  chufing ratter  td 
^  guided  fay  what  tbey  called  the  lights  though  too  ofleo 

.  •  ]>^]ioc»  viiU  TaidLAKD  Chr.  exped,  9p.  Sin.  lib.  i.  Smcda 
Relig.*Sinar.  p.  i.  c.  18.  Nibuhopf Ambaff. partii.  Purcb. 
^^gnm^.lib.iv;  &  alil^.    KBacuER  Sin.  Illaft.  Martini,   Lb 

yOMPTB,  Do  HAh^i,  MAQALxiAK,    &al.  fup.  dtftt. 

more 
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more  truly  the  corrupt  appetites,   of  nature,  than  by  iill; 
excellent  maxims  and  authority,  gradually  funk  into  the 
extravagant  follies,  monftrous  impieties,  and  inhuman  ril 
and  fuperflitions,  as  every  reader  may  fee  by  the  account 
have  formerly  given  of  the  religion  and  cuAoms  of  tho(e 
tient  nations,  in  each  of  their  refpeftive  hiftories :  but  it 
time  now  to  pafs  on  to  fome  other  arguments. 
Thriroft'       XIII.  The  Chinefe  records  afcribe  the  invention  of 
tiint  cha-  antient  charafters,  of  which  we  have  formerly  given  an 
racers  an  count  •,  to  /b-Az,  and  his  immediate  fuccefliws;  and  we.hai 
^/A^-tfr^- lately  obferved,  that  the  antediluvians  could  not  but  be  p( 

t7*'ka      ^^       ^^  ^°^^  ^^^^  ^^y  ^^  preferving  and  imparting  dw 
Noah^^-  i^nQ^^iege^  q{  which  Noah,  apprifed  as  he  was  fo  long  bef 
tng     eir   ^^  ^^^  approaching  deluge,  and  of  his  being  defigned  to 
.     *^  '     people  the  new  world,  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  made 
bcft  coUedlion.     But  as  thofe  charafters,  whatever  they  w< 
could  not  prove  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  variety  of 
which  he  had  acquired  by  the  different  fcenes  which  the 
world  continually  offered  to  his  obfervation  -after  the  fiood, 
mufl  of  courfe  be  under  a  neceffity  of  inventing  fome 
ones  anfwerable  to  them.     And  hciice  probably  proc( 
both  the  primithre  fimilitnde,  and  the  accidental  diflerei 
between  thofe  of  the  antient  Chinefe  and  Egyptians ,  thetW 
moft  diflant  nations,  not  only  in  point  of  fituation,  btkt  likie*^ 
wife  with  refpeft  to  their  religion,  learning,  ifc,  whilft 
defoeodants  of  Shem  and  Japhet  feem  to  have  wholly  negl< 
that  ufeful  art ;  at  leaft  it  doth  not  appear  that  they  had  ii 
among  them  till  the  ufe  of  letters  was  divinely  revealed  to]^, 
Mofes.    However,  as  to  thofe  antient  charafters,  or  hierc^y*;. 
phics,  t;here  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  vail  alteratiodl. 
which  were  made  on  the  new  world  muft  have  required  a  ' 
frcfhfupply  of  them;  and  who  could  be  fitter  for  focb  t, 
taflc  than  N^ah^  who  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  ^\ 
ones  ?  on  which  account  he  might  eafily  enough  be  Ayled  tbi 
invcnter  of  the  whole;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  tbofi? 
afcribed  to  F(?-i^i  bear  the  undoubted  marks  of  a  primitive  and  \ 
original  one. 

If,' upon  the  whole,  therefore,  Fo-hi  and  Noah  can  ba.^ 
(hewed  to  be  coeval,  the  invention  of  thofe  charaAers  will  ^ 
ftill  add  to  the  probability  of  their  being  the  fame  perfoi^  . 
only  under  two  different  names;  and  at  the  fame  time  account . 
for  the  fingular  and  even  religious  regard  which  the  Qnnffi 
have  ever  paid  to  that  way,  of  writing,  fince,  in  that  cde^  tibey 

^-  «  Sec  Ant.  Hifl.  vol.  xx.  p  i}3>  &ft^. 

'         -  '     "  couU 
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could  not  but  look  on  the  author  of  it  as  a  pprfon  divinely 
inipired.  / 

XIV.  And  hence  may  alfo  have  proceeded  that  furprifing  ?i^«V  rf/i* 
2eal,   and   tenacious  fondnefs,    they   have  always  retained,  ^^*^A«^* 
above  all  other  nations,  not  onJy  for  their  religion,  laws,  di-  ''J^/* ;  f 
fdpline,  ire.  but  likewife  for  theur  antient  cuftoms  relating  to  '^^''^'^' , 
education,  behaviour,  drefs,   eating,  drinking,  converfation,  ^J^™^^ 
ceremony,  ceconomy,  and  the  like  :  for  it  is  plain  that  they  g^^^f  of* 
look  upon  all  the  maxims  and  rules  concerning  every  one  of  f^, 
them  to  be  plainly  either  exprefled  or  implied  in  their  canoni* 
cal  books,  which  they  efteem  to  be  of  divine  authority  j  in- 
fomuch  that  their  monarchs  thought  themfelves  indifpenfably 
bound,  to  obferve  them ;  and  thofe  are  moft  celebrated  la 
their  annals,  who  paid  the  greateft  regard  to  them.     And 
under  this  head  may  we  not  juftly  infift  upon  chat  fingulai;  ' 
and  extraordinary  refpeft  which  we  have  elfewhere  obferved 
is  paid  by  the  whole  nation,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft 
rank,  by  children  to  their  parents  ?  This  is  indeed  one  of  the 
duties  the  moft  ftrenuoufly  infifted  upon  in  their  canonical 
and  other  philofophical  writings;  and  the  unparalleled  in- 
ftances  we  have  formerly  given  of  its  ftrift  obfervance,  fully 
(hew  to  what  a  height  they  have  carried  it  above  all  other 
people  we  know  or  read  of:  but,  whether  in  this,  or  in  all 
other  refpefts  above-mentioned,  how  can  it  be  fupppfed  that 
a  le{$  authority  than  that  of  the  good  old  patriarch,  joined  to 
a  deeply-rooted  confdoufnefs  of  the  efficacy  of  parental  blefT-    ^ 
ing  or  cur/ing,  fuch  as  they  had  feen  a  remarkable  inftance 
of  in  the  cafe  of  one  of  his  three  fons,  could  have  ever  in- 
forced  fuch  a  religious  and  indelible  fanflion  on  all  his  infti* 
tutes,  and  infpired  a  whole  nation  with  fo  lafting  a  regard  to     . 
them,  as  even  to  defpife  and  hate  all  the  reft  of  the  world  for . 
notob&rving  them  i 

aV.  The  fame  pfiay  be  urged  with  relation  to  their  agri-  ^*'f'" 
culture,  the  invention  of  which  they  afcribe  to  the  fame  jFo-  ^i'"'^^** 
Ai,  ks  Mo/es  doth  to  the  patriarch  Noah  foon  after  the  flood  *•  ^^^/^ . 
From  the  words,  indeed,  of  the  facred  hiftorian  (anrfNoah-„^^„^^  * 
began  to  he  an  hufhandman^  or,  as  the  original  imports,  began 
his  firft  eflays  in  husbandry)  we  may  reafonably  infer,  that  the 
antediluvians  were  not  much  verfed  in  it ;  and  therefore  his 
firft  attempts  feem  to  have  been  only  of  the  rude  and  commoa 
kind,  as  planting,  fo\dng,  is  a  but,  by  that  time  he  had 
travelled  through  fo  many  different  climates,  aQd  variety  of 
Ibik,  in  his  flow  and  gradual  migrations  towards  the  eaft» 
he  might  become  fo  perfect  a  mafter  of  it,  as  to  be  tble  to 

^  Gen.  IX.  ao. 

^  leave 
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feave  his  ^efcefuknts.  ftich  iifeful  rules  andobfenrat 
might  juftly  intitle  him  to  th^  honour  of  beiitg-  the  11 
of  it. 
Jfo-^here      ^^  ^  ^^  manner  the  Chinefe  records  tdl  us,  that  j 
mm  ttf'    ^f^  iomt  fach  excellent  diredlions  to  his  fucceffors,  for 
Pii^ragid    encouragement  and  improvement  of  it ;  and  that  they 
sndim-     fbch  diligent  and  ftrcQuous  obfervers  of  them,  that  they 
$r9V€d,      ftfied  fundry  laws,  and  caufed  divers  treatiies.  to  be 
for  the  promoting  and  endearing  it  to  all  their  fubjefts, 
the  reader  may  judge,  by  the  defcription  we  have  givca 
that  whole  country  in  a  former  feftion,  to  what  a  deg^ 
perfeAioa  their  genius  and  indefatigable  induftry  have  ~ 
raifed  it ;  infomuch  that  no  nadon  under  the  fun  ever 
<rated  it  to  better  advantage,  or  gave  greater  encou; 
neir  mo'  to  it,  than  this.     We  (hall  only  add,  that  even  thdr  ^ 
narcbs  ob-  monarchs  arc  not  ex^npted  by  their  laws  from  putting 
''•^^'y  .    hands  to  thefhu^h ;  but,  over  and  above  the  many  hni 
extraje  '^vjiog^  ^^^  other  favours,  they  are  under  a  neceflity  of 

ing  to  the  huibandmen,  in  dmes  of  drought,  fEunlne,  asd 

iike,  are  obliged,  at  fome  particular  feafpns  of  the  year^ 

dore  efpeciaily  foon  after  then-  acceffion  to  the  throne^ 

diveft  tl^mfeives  of  the  imperial  grandeur,  and,  in  the 

iieft  rural  garb,  to  perform  fome  of  the  lowdft  exerdfe 

Agriculture,  as  we  have  elfcwhere  ihewp  «  :  fo  that,  upofti 

^whole,  as  no  nation  ever  more  clofely  followed  the 

•Ae  firft  poftdiluvian.  patriarch  th?n  this,  it  can  har( 

fuppofed  that  a  lefs  authority  than  his  could  have  enfon 

•ftrift  and  long  an  obfervation  of  thofe  laws  whicb  aire  thfl 

nena^ed  in  favour  of  that  moft  ufeful  Art*. 

Thifcr*        XVI.  The  fubjeft  of -agriculture  n^turaUylcadsustoa* 

*/^/«^//&f  other  argument  on  this  head;  viz.  that  the  Chinefe  areA? 

Mfiofnuine  only  people  that  we  know  of,  befor,e  Mohammets  time,  du 

another      ^y^.  interdifted  the  ufe  of  wine,  or  ever  fo  rcligioufly  abMwJ 

mrpment.  fj-^j^  j^^  f^^^  the'earlieft  date  of  their  monarchy  down  af 

moft  to  their  late  conqueft  by  the  Tartar^  ^.    Tliis  ' 

rity  hath  indeed  been  urged  by  the  oppofite  fide  as  an 

«nent  that  Noah  never  fet  his  foot  in  the  Chinefe  terril< 

fince  this  branch  of  *huft)andry  i.s  there  wanting,  whidi 

^triarch  is  recorded  to  have  made  one  of  his  firft  d!k% 

fcut  how  Juftly  or  judicioufly,  let  the  reader  judge. 

>whilft  yet  with  his  fons,  planted  a  vineyard ;  aQd  being 

4hat  time,  as  is  moft  likely,  i^uite  u^acqu^unted  wLdi ' 

f  St c  belbre,  p.  27,  ^  Sec  KERCHERr  *f^ 

TiNi,   Le  Comf^e,  k  al.  ftipra  citat.  '  lidem  ibfl* 

^  Gencf.  ix.  ap. 

firaiige 
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ftrang^  rSt&%  of  it$  juice,  dratnlc  fo  plaatifiiiiy  cf  it,  that  it 
threw  him  into  %  deq>  flcep,  ia  which  he  lay  with  his  body 
fo  eKpoTedy  that  two  of  his  fons  were  put  to  no  fmall  difB-» 
Culty  to  cover  him  with  a  truly  filial  decency  ;  whilft  his  third 
t»d  a  moit  dreadful  curfe  proaoonced  on  hiai  and  his  poAerity, 
for  ^pofing  him  s..  If,  therefore,  there  had  not  been  one 
fiogie  Tine  growing  in  the  whok  Chinefe  empire,  could  a  bet* 
terreafon  be  g^ren  or  imagined,  .why  the  good  old  patriarch 
would  not  fufler  fuch  a  dangerous  plant  to  be  propagated 
within  his  domimons,  than  the  difaAer  which  befel  him  by 
it,  let  it  hare  been  of  what  nature  it  would  f.  Could  ho 
npreis  bis  difpleafbre  at  it  in  a  ftrpng^  manner,  than  by  tha 
hieflings  he  bcftowed  on  the  two  former,  and  the  curfe  ht 
vented  agoinft  the  latter  I  or  could  any  thing  be  a  ftronger 
motive  for  his  interdlfting  the  ufe  of  that  dangerous  liquor 
10  4us  deicendants,  though  Mofes  hath  not  taken  any  notice 
of  it  ?  And  indieed  to  what  purpofe  would  it  have  beeri  for 
hi^  to  have  mentioned  it,  when  he  fo  well  knew  that  all  the 
left  of  the  world,  his  own  kindred  not  excepted,  (hewed  fo 
little  txgard  far  it,  and  the  Ch\nefo  alone  were,  the  only  people 
that  paid  a  due  and  flridl  obedience  to  it  \  But,  what  ftili 
more  redounds  to  their  honour,  and  confirms  our  h3rpothefiSy 
1$,  that  vines  are  as  much  cultivated  among  them  as  in  any 
other  nation,  whatever  be  pretended  to  the  contrsury  by  the 
oppofite  fide,  and  afford  as  great  a  variety  of  the  fineft  grapes 
(M),  which  they  content  themfelves  with  eating  ^ther  ripe  or 
driedy  and  only  abftain  from  the  juice  of  them. 

XVII.  The  Chinefe  are  the  only  people  that  we  know  of  T'i^  CU- 
in  the  whole  world,  excepting  the  Japanefe  (who  have  taken  nefe  've/- 
it  from  them),  who,  in  the  ftru£lure  and  dimenfions  of  their  y^Zr  m^dt 

t  See  Ant.  Hift,  vol.  i.  p.  268,  (L}.  >  Genef.  ubi  Tap. 

vcif.  25,  U  fcq. 

(M>  We  ar^  told  accordingly  refide.     Since,    therefore^  tlic 

by  Martlntt  Smetk^  Nipihofft  and  Chintft  allow  themfelves  the  ufe 

others^    that  the  provinces  of  of  other  exhilarating  and  into* 

^hoH'fi  and  Sben-li  are  fame4  xicatlng  liquors,  which  are  nei* 

for  the  beauty  and  fweetnefs  of  ther  fo  palatable,  nor  fo  eaiily 

their  grapes ;  and  thofe  are  more^  made,  it  will  be  hard  to  accounjt 

pardcularly  celebrated    wEich  for  their  abllaining  from  fuch 

grow  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fine  wines,  as  they  might  exprefs 

the  city  of  Pyngyang^  where  out  of  their  noble  grapes,  if  it 

Tau^  their  eighth  emperor,  and  be  not  done  upon  fome  fuch 

great  promoter  of  agriculture,  "i-eligious  account  as  we'  have 

who  was  a  great  lover  of  them,  been  fp^aking  of.    - 


did,  oH  that  accpunt,  chafe  to^ 


trading 
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mfter  the. 
model  of 
NoahV 
«ri,  anO' 
tber  argU' 
mint  fir 
Noah*i 


trading  and  other  veflels  of  burden,  have  \ 
model  of  the  ark.     i.  They  allow  them  fix  br 
length*  which  Mofes  lells  us  was  exa^y  the  [ 
N^'%  ark  ^ ;  whereas  other  nations.allow  theirs 
breadths,  except  bnly  in  fome  fmall  ianoes.    2. 
them  flat  at  the  head,  Aem»  and  bottom  ;  whereas 
^^*"^^^y  nations  have  them  iharp.    3,  They  commonly  _ 
Fo-hi.       ^^^'^  ^^>  ^''  ftoriest  one  over  the  other,  and  each  < 
parted  by  long  galleries  reaching  almoft  from  end  to  < 
itibdiTdded  into  fmaller  apartments  of  difiereot 
for  ftowage  of  merchandizes,  provifions.  6r.  and  othd 
lodgings  for  paflengers,  and  thofe  that  belong  to  the  | 
all  which  is  likewife  exactly  according  to  the  ftrudhirel 
ark,  smd  quite  different  from  all  other  nad<Mis.    This  I 
but  be  allowed  to  be  very  lingular ;  and,  though  we  "< 
enter  into  1^  needlefs  conteft,  about  which  of  the  twoi 
be  moft  preferable,  or  befl  contrived,  dther  for  fafety,  I 
dition,  or  for  carrying  the  greatefl  burdens ;  but  readily 
chat  the  latter  is  an  improvement  of  the  former ;  yet 
then  be  Aill  more  hard  to  conceive  how  the  Chinefe^ 
in  no  way  inferior  to  any  odber  nation  in  ingenuity, 
moreover  been  inured  to  the  maritime  trade  firom  1 
^s  of  their  monarchy,  came  to  give  all  along  the  \ 
to-  their  old  way  of  building,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  it  1 
t>f  a  fingular  refpefl  they  ever  paid  to  the  divine  model  a 
mentioned,  and  to  the  venerable  builder  of  it  (N). 

X\ 

^  Gcnef.  chap,  vl  yerf.  14,  &  feq. 


(N)  In  fpeaking  of  that  fur- 
prUing  flru£ture,  we  know  not 
whether  we  may  not  add  ano- 
ther Chinejt  cuftom,  which  feems 
very  probably  to  have  taken  its 
rife  from  it  \  <z;/js,  their  famed 
feftival  of  lights  or  lanthorns,  of 
which  we  have  taken  notice  in 
n  former  fe^on  f,  as  having  > 
been,  obferved  throughout  the 
whole  empire  from  time  imme- 
morial, and  with  the  greateft 
pomp  and  folemnity.  We  have 
there  (hewn  what  a  lame  and 
uncertain  account  foiiie  of  their 
writers  give  of  it^  origin  and 


infHtutor;  but  which  is 
fuitable  and  unworthy 
folemnity    and  graodeor^ 
which  it  is  kept,  that  the  ( 
fort  jnilly  look  u^on  it  as  j 
colons,  though  they  cannot^ 
ftitute  a  better  to  it.         ^ 
May  we  not  therefore  I 
reafonably  come&ure  it  tol 
been  inftitated,  from  the! 
beginning  of  that  monarcf 
memorv  of  the  many  i~ 
wich  which  the  good  patr 
was  obliged  to   eniightei 
gloomy  habitation,  during 
twelve  melatlcholy  \ 


t  5«  Aff/fTf,  f.  2ss<  er/ry.  ©  (DJ. 


^-  t.  The  Hiftdry  of  C\iitAv  , 

XYlUi.  To  all  the  topics  lately  urged  from  the  ie^iEioi-())- 
Swy  regSLrd  they  paid-  to  every  thing  which  they  thought  to  be 
feriv^d  'to  them  from  their  worthy  founded,  wc  may  add  the 
IkHkI  anti<:juity  and  authority  wtUch  their  phiiofophets  and 
llerati  have  always  attribut^  to.  their  Shu-king,  and  other 
Bjijonical  iooks j  ds  well  as  to  their  other  antient  x'ecordd, 
wove  all  other  nations.  Of  this  we  need  no  greater  proof  than> 
ftt,  The  niany  comments  which  have  been  written  on  them> 
(ftd  the  high  encomiims  they  have  bcftowcd  oa  their  authcH-s^ 
Wioin  they  efteemed  as  men  infpired  by  heaven,  and  endowed 
jfiih  a  divine  charafter  and  authority.  2.  The  great  veneratiodi 
|iat  is  paid  by  the  learned  to  their  commentators  and  expofi- 
fers,  fuch  as  Mencius,  Gonfuciia,  and  others.  And,  3dly, 
jibe  generous  ufe  they  have  always  made  of  thofe  books  and 
tenmien^ts,  for  the  good  and  inftruftion  of  the  people  ;  atid 
liat  mod  juftly  too,  Hnce  there  is  nothing  to  be  found  in 
^«m  but  what  plainly  leads  their  readers  to  their  original 
feuntain  the  great  Fo-hi,  and  hh  immediate  fucceilbrs,  withoiit 
tic  ufual  parade  of  any  fuch  obfcure,  remote,  and  incredible, 
itiquity  as  we  meet  with  iii  thofe  of  the  Egyptians,  Choi'' 
fanSy  and  other  antient  nations  '• :  neither  did  they  contain 
ly  thing  but  what  was  conducive  to  make  men  wlfer  and 
tter,  in  proportion  to  their  being  converfant  with  them.  -  It 
therefore  no  wonder  if,  inftead  a^  fecretlng  them  frortl 
ilbllc  view,  and  locking  them  up  as  the  great  arcana  of  their 
iigton  and  government,  as  was  done  every-where  elfe,  they 
iffieemedit  their  duty  and  glory  to  publifh  and  explain  thedi 
to  all  who  had  capacity  or  inclination  to  dive  into  them ; 
rightly  judginjg,  that  that  was  the  mod  efFe£hial  \^ay  to  prc- 
'fer?c  to  tho{e  antient  writings  the  veneration  they  fo  jictftly 
leferved  ;  and  to  prevent  at  the  fame  time  their  being  abufed 
pad  Corrupted  by  defigning  men,  as  thofe  commonly  are  £boft 

r  '  Dehis,  vid.  HfijfLODOT.  Manetho,  Samchomiath.  &  al. 
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offhm^ 


■lis  confinement  in  it  ?  And  may 
^tootthofe  (hews,  which  we  ob- 
liged are  exhibited  in  fome  of 
^(Aofe  large  lanthorns  by  pup. 
■'^ets,  and  o^er machinery,  have 
\  been  originally  defigned  to  re- 
-mfcnt  lone  of  the  fcenes  of 
that  drcad&l  tranfadlion,  fach 
a^  his  conveying  all  the  living 
creatures  into  the  ai^,  feeding 
-them  there,    bis    coming  out 


withthemj  his  fitft  facrifice^  to 
God,  and  the  like ;  the  rentem- 
brance  of  all  which,  by  length 
of  time,  beeame  obliterated,  as 
well  as  the  reafon  of  the  inftiw-i 
tion  of  that  pompous  fcftiyal  i 
but  thefe  conje^ures  we  fnbmit 
to  the  reader,  anly  as  being  at leafi 
more  probable  than  any  which 
have  been  hitherto  offered  con- 
cerning it. 


MoD.HisT.Vot.VIIL 
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fbe  Hijlory  of  China. 

liable  to  be,  which  are  purpofely'  kept  fipcnn  public  fig^t, 
can  only  be  admired  by  the  ignorant. 

XIX*  To  what  hath  been  urged  under  the  laft  head,  ft 
fcemingly  codfiderableobjeftionshave  been  ftarted,  which 
(hall  now  endeavour  to  clear  up  under  this. 

I.  It  is  pretended,  that  there  are  many  falfe  andfitbuloi 
things  infcrted  in-  the  fix  or  feven  firft  reigns,  which  quite  ' 
ftroy  theii*  authority;  and  that  the  length  which  is  allow 
to  them  in  their  annals  is  very  much  difputed,  nay  difcredS 
.  by  the  moft  judicious  writers,  and  even  by  thofe  of  that 
tion.     To  the  firft  of  thefe  it  may  be  eafily  anfwered,  di 
there  hath  been  fcarcely  any  antient  people  under  the 
that  hate  not  had  fomcthing  lu  their  origin,  and  firft  b«j 
nings,  which  hath  the  air  and  appearance  of  fable,  but  wMl 
would  carrj'  a  quite  different  afpeft,  were  we  better  acquaial 
with   their  mytholog}%    antiquities,    idiom,  charafters, 
other  thelike  particulars ;  fo  that  all  this  pretended  fcrii 
fables  may,  for  aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  beinA 
owing  to  miftake  atid  ignorance,  and  that  in  no  cafe 
probably  than  with  relation  to  the  Chinefcy  whofe  origa 
churafter,  language,  ijc.  were  underftood  by  fo  few  of  tW 
learned,  and  fo  liable  to  be  mifunderftood.     And  a^  to  i 
•  length  of  the  firft  reigns  above-mentioned,  though  they 
allowed  to  be  much  queftioned,  or  even  difcredited,  by 
partifans  of  the  feptuagint  chronology,  or  even  by  feme  of- 
CHnefc  writers,  out  of  an  affectation  of  a  greater  antiquit 
yet  if  we  can  prove,  from  good  authority,  that  thofe  wliK 
have  inter\'ened  between  Fa-hi  and  Tau  do  as  exaftlytally, 
any  thing  of  that  nature  can  do,  with  the  coeval  generatioj 
recorded  by  Mojes  between  Noah  and  Jojbua^  whom  we  iln 
like  wife  prove  to  have  been  cotemporary  with  Fo-hi  and  tt 
according  to  our  Hebrevj  chronology,  it  is  to  be  hoped  A 
this  will  be  looked  upon  not  only  as  a  fufficient  anfwerto 
objeClion  above-mentioned,  but  likewlfe  as  no  fmall  confinai* 
tion  of  the  Chincfe  annals,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  lengthrf 
thofe  reigns ;  efpeciaily  as  nothing  material  hath  been  hitherii 
tirged  againft  ir,  except  its  difagreement  with  the  feptuagmt, 
and  (^""^mty^' chronology ;  according  to  which,  that  of  all  tte 
fiibfequent  dynafties  and  monarchies  is .  calculated  and  dctts^ 
minel,  or  rather  hath  been  ftretched  out  and  IcngthcncdJI 

plea fu re,  as  will  be  more  clearly  feen  in  the  fequel.  '• 
Ho  WE VER^  'bating  that  one  point,  in  which,  to  reconcile 
two  chronologies  together,  they  have  been  forced  tofpindi? 
the  period  between  the  reign  of  Tau  and  the  birth  of  Chri4 
by  near  pco  years  above  what  our  Hebrew  makes  it,  theit 
can  hardly  be  any  qucftiori,  but  in  all  other  refpcfts  the  biilory 


is  as  e2La£t,  faithful,  ^nd  well  compiled,  as  any  extdnt ;  .anci 
more  particularly  fo  with  relatidn  to  the  feries  of  dynaflies. 
the  names,  fucceifions,  and  exploits,  of  each  royal  family,  and  .  < 

refpeftive  reign,  as  Du  Halde  hath  lately  ffiewn^^ ;  and  if,  in 
this  laft  refpeft,  it  be  confeflcd  to  be  lefe  copious  and  particu- 
lar than  thofe  of  fome  other  nations,  it  will  alfo  be  found 
leis  fabulous^  and  confequently  more  to  be  depended  lipOn, 
than  they,  as  we  (hall  ftieW  in  the  fequel. 

But.  to  this  two  things  areobjefted^  which  feem  to  tarry  Nor  the 
ibme  weight ;  viz,  that  their  great  Confucius^  who  is  faid  x.<>fcarcity  of 
have  lived  about  500  years  before  our  Saviour,  complained -Z^^-^'  ^»^ 
much  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  materials  then  to  be  found  to-  othe^md- 
wards  compiling  fuch  a  hiftory  ^s  might  be  worthy  to  he/^^^ 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  ;  infomuch  that  he  was  forced  to  con- 
tent himfelf  with  thefe  few  obfervations  on  fdme  extraordinary 
phsenomena,  and  fuch  other  common  events  as  he  coilld  find 
upon  record,    inftead  of  the  illuftrious  atchievements  with 
which  he  would  much  rather  have  chofen  to  have  embel- 
lilhed  the  reigns  of  thofe-antient  monarchs,  had  any  fuch  feeeii 
tranfinitted  down  to  his  time.     Well,  be  it  fo  ;  can  the  fieri- 
Kty  of  thofe  old  records  deftroy  the  credit  of  thofe  fa6ts 
which  they  take  particular  notice  of  ?  Is  it  not  rather  a  mark 
of  their  faithfulnefs,  that  they  tranfmit  nothing  to  us  that 
might  be  liable  to  be  qucftioned  ?  The  charafters  dnd  ex- 
ploits of  thofe  antient  monarchs  might  haVe  been,  as  too  com- 
monly is  the  cafe,  greatly  exaggerated  in  their  favour ;  where;^ 
as  fuch  uncommon  phenomena  as  are  there  recorded,  and 
€ould  be  obferved  by  the  whole  nation,  and  more  fafely  relied 
upon,  were  things  which  ^  they  juftly  thought  more  worthy  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.  We  flull  have  occallon,  under  bur 
next  head,  to  inftance  in  on^  or  two  particulars,  which  will 
fufficicntly  fh^w  how  curious,  exaft,  andjuft,  they  were  iii 
bbferving   and  *  recording  fuch  kinds  of  remarkable  events^ 
whilft  they  appeared  to  have  been  quite  iieglig^nt  of  others. 
>^hich  we  ihould  judge  nlore  weighty  and  proper  for  anational 
hiftory.  ' 

But,  2dly,  the  univerfal  deftruftioil  which  Shi-whang'ti  ^/ide an- 
caufed  to  be  made  of  all  the  Chinefi  books  and  writings  which  ^^^^  '^- 
rclated  to  hiftory,  or  any  other  fcience,  except  law  and  phyfic,  ^ordspre- 
is  here  objcfted  againft  the  credit  of  all  their  antient  records;  ^^^^^ 
and  froni  this  general  havock,  which  happened,  according  to  ^^^  ,^T 
their  chronology,  about  213  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  3^^^*^     ^ 
they  infer  th^t  little  elfe  cbuld  be  ffecovered  but  fome  fcraps  and  whang-t!, 
fragments,  which  were  fo  liable  to  be  mangled  and  corrupted 
by  the  colljeftori,  that  no  credit  can  tte  fafely  given  ^to,  or  de- 
^  See  Engl.  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  130,  &'feq. 

Z  a  pendence^      i 


-^^6  the  tttfic/iry  of  Chba. 

pendenci  fiid  n^^oii,  theiil ;  infoinuch,  that  thdb  b_ 
much  queftion  v^hether  any  of  thofe  editions  of  th^^ 
were  fince  publiihed,  be^  ihyre(iihblance  to  thtir  jpf 
though  the  Gfiru/e  aionals  iHure  us,  that  P^u-ti^  a 
cxceUent  fticceflbr  of  the  tyrkht  above-mehtibned,  ti^td 
to  be  every-where  fought  for,  and  Written  anfew^  WlthiiS 
hiore  than  feventy-three  Jrears  after,  and  V6  be  tau^t  b 
That  it-    academies  of  the  empire  *.    To  which  it  iWay  thrird— 
JtruSion    juftly  anfwered,  that  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  tfiai  fira" 
^uld  not    tiniverfal  deftruftion  ci  books  fo  highly  dteemefl,  cdtilflf 
ie  um*v9r'  jtach  through  every  part  of  fo  extchfive  an  chiprfe,  Kt 
/i^-  tyrant's  authority  have  been  ever  fo  great,  or  hK  MIft' 

fo  fevercly  executed. 

TrtE  Shu-kingt  and  other  canonical  boofes,  ai  ^fcll  S 

i^ritings  of  yif^rfi//,  Confucius^  and  Other  great  ^hifofoJT 

Were  held  in  too  great  ertcem,  to  be  fut)pbted  to  have 

vthus  tamely  given  up  to  the  flames,  in  eviery  province, 

by  evenr  owner  of  them,    it  is  much  more  reafoiab^ 

think,  from  the  Ihort  fpacc  of  time  it  took  Up  to  hivfe ' 

greatell  part  of  them  rc-publiftied,  and  difjjierfed,  that  a" 

number  of  copies  ware  preftrved  intire,  either  in  fom'c  ( 

temoteft  provinces,  or,  at  leafl,  in  fome  of  thofe  petty 

a^ms,  which  were  only  tributary  to,  or  independent  oft 

Much  more  unlikely  is  it,  that  the  man^  other  feiii 

without  the  limits  of  the  empire,  fome  of  which  Hvcte 

conliderablc,  and  among  whom  thofe  venerable  wridnjgs ' 

held  in  equal  eflecm,  ftiould  all  thus  bafely  joiii  iii  f5  ^ 

crable  a  defigh.    Shi-whang'trs  whole  rdgn,  D^rMch  iM, 

thirty-three  years,  could  hardly  havt  fufBced  for  the  d|^^ 

Very  of  fucji  a  vaft  number  of  volume's,  fcattiered  fir  acKi  nj^ 

Witnout,  as  wdl  as  'vl^ithin,  his  dominions,  much  lefs  td  B^ 

forced  them  ou't  6f  thdi*  owners  hands  j  how  much  rtort  ft 

if  we  confidei-  that  his  edift  did  not  come  out  till  the  lattic 

M  ihofe    end  of  his  reig^,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel  ?    Let  it  M 

hooks  re-    fee  but  fdppofed,  that  two  or  thrcfi  authentic  copies  *w 

cohered     prpferved  iiitire,  either  within  or  without  his  empirty  ^ 

fooh  after*  afterwards  purchsifed  by  Vu-ti^  would  they  not  have  btot 

fufficicnt  not  only  to  have  fupplied  the  empire  with  a  ^pC^ 

ind  copious  let  cf  iiew  ones,  ibut  Kkewife  to  hav^e  pretenw 

their  being  mutilated  or  corrupted  by  the  tranferito" 

them(N)?  TBUi 

'     1  See  Mai^tIni,  Dtr  Haldb,  ttd  An.  Hift.  vol.xx.  p.i5f 
&feq.  &(D). 

(N)  With  refpea  to  Uie  ca-  following  fcmajrkablc  circo*' 
nonical  SUm-iing,  and  ici  reco-  ftance  :  that  an  old  man,  dshk* 
very,  their  records  mention  the    Owo/cng,  who  was  ftiU  ^^ 
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Thus  far  then  we  may  ikirly  conclude,  that  neither  of  7*^ itf/j^# 
th^  tW9  aboyc-pcntioned  objections,  plaufible  as  they  mny  0/ thgir 
appear  at  firft,  can  be  of  weight  fumcient  to  invalidate  th^  records^ 
.^  authority  qf  thpft;  canonical  arid  other  valuable  books,  much 
ids  the  cr^it  pf  the  antlcnt  hiftoryi  which,  abating  feme  fc^ii^ 
ffsming  exagg^ted  encomiums  on  their  founder,  and  his 
three  or  four  next  fucceffi>rs^  contain  little  elfe  than  an  ac^ 
coua(  of  ibme  pretcrtiatural  or  remarkable  events,  which  ar<^ 
recorded  to  have  happened  in  the  fubfequent  reigns ;  and 
irom  which  we  can  only  ijrfer,  that  the  writers  "sVerc  more 
diligent  in  pbferving,  and  tranfixiitting,  fuch  uncommon  thingsfii 
^^n  curious  to  enncA  their  hiftories  with  the  cxjrfoits,  whe*» 
tber-real  or  jFabulous,  of  their  antient  monarchs. 

AMpNpsT  that  number,  we  have  ventured  to  rank  that  Confu^ 
remarkable  record  concerning  Chrift,  and  the  year,  and  part  ^*"^'^  ^ 
ot  tte  world,  he  was  bom  in :  for  it  am  hardfy  be  fuppofed,  «*w*«*-^ 
t^t  Confuciiis  had  it  by  immediate  infpiration,  whkh  he  doth  ^'^^^ 
not  appear,  ever  to  have  pretended  to,  but  to  have  repeated  }t  ^^^ir*     ^ 
frequently,  as'  a  comfortable  promife,  handed  down  to,  and 
well  underftopd  by,  all  the  learned  of  liis  nation,  both  befori 
and  after  him,  as  maybe  plainly  inferred,  from  what  we  latejy 
obierv^d  of  the  reigning  monarch,  at  the  time  of  Chrift^  ' 

birdi,  changing  bis  name ;  and  from  what  we  have  formerly 
mentioned,  of  the  Emperor  Ming-iVs  fruitlefs  ambfifly  into 
IruSa^  m  fearch  of  that  holy  and  miraculous  perfon  *,  about 
fixty^foiar  years  after.    If  therefore  we  fuppofe  pQ-bi  tQ  bav«5^ 

♦  See  before,  p.  109,  &  (G).  &  345,  &  feq, 

when  the  fearch  was  made  after  been  recovered,  together  with 

the  loft  books,    did  boaft  of  the  writings  of  Confucius  aifd 

'fe;iviiig   that   one   intirely  by  Mencius^  fo  foon  as  the  reign  of 

^an ;  upon  which  he  was  im-  Hiao-king^    V^*tt^    facceiTor^^ 

laediately   ordered    to  pen  \X  and  wei'e  all  publiihed  afrefi^  in 

down,  according  to  the  oeft  of  tfrat  of  Hi^i-oH^  abouj  feventy- 

his  memory.    Hedidfoi  and,  five  years  after  the  burning  pf 

apon  its  being  afterwards  com-  the  old  ones.    We  omit  foni& 

pared  with  the  original,  newly  other  frivolous  objeftions  urged 

recovered,  they  were  found  to  againft  the  authenticity  of  thefo 

Jgrce  in  every  thine^  except  in  new  books,  by  fome  member& 

^9  few  words,  which,  never*  of  the  French  a  idemy,    ami 

™clcfs,  made  no  di/Ference  in  which  the  reader  will  find  foUy^ 

uvc  fcnfe  w).      We  are  told  anXwered  by   the   author  laft 

uy    the    fame    author,    that  quoted,  in  his  letter  to  l;he«a  on^. 

ftc  five  books  called  Aj«j  had  thatf^ibjeft  (z). 

...W  ^^^f>^  CtHeff.  h/Letfret  idtfiattt  &  curieuf.  voL  xxi.  jK  izz»        {»)  K 
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^  been  polVcrior  to  Noai,  it  cannot  but  appear  very 

that  he  received  that  noble  prophecy  from  him,  as  a 
pf  the  higheft  importance,  and  worthy  to  be  iranfinli 
it  really  was,  with  the  greateft  care,  to  all  his  defo 
dowp  even  beyond  the  Chriftian  aera.     But,  if  it  be  _ 
by  any  authentic  faft  recorded  in  tl\e  Chinefe  annals,  gnd 
firmed  by  the  authority  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the' 
brew  chronology,  that  thofe  two  were  cotemporary,  and'' 
'   (equently,  from  all  that  hath  hitherto  been  urg^d,  were 
probably  one  and  the  feme  perfon,  under  different 
then  may  we  reafonably  hope,  that  all  this  united  evx< 
will  appear  to  every  unbiafled  reader,  not  only  to  amoi 
fomethlng  more  than  a  bare  probability  of  Noah'^  hcing 
founder  of  the  Chinefe  monarchy,  but  likewife  to  afford  \ 
much  firmer  footing  for  fetding  the  beginning  of  it,  than 
that  hath  hitherto  been  offered,  or  thought  upon :  and 
is  wJiat  we  fhall  now,  God  \vilUng,  endeavour  to  do,  ui 
the  following  head,  with  which  wp  Ihall  conclude  this 
.^ion. 
Noj^h  and     ^^X,  The  faft  on  v^hich  wp  defign  tp  fix  the  main  bal 
Po-hi        the  foundation  of  the  Chinefe  monarchy,  and  antient  chi 
fro<ved,      logy,  is  that  furprifing  or^e  recorded  in  their  anpals  to 
from  an     Jiappened  fom^  time  within  the  reign  of  Tau^  th^Ir  fe 
authtnttc   x^onarch  from  Fo-hiy  in  words  to  this  effeft,  that  the  fu 
\    :  ^L       f^^^  S^  down  during  the /pace  often  days^\    and  which,  CCMJI 
coe^a/^^  pared  with  that  miraculous  one  mentioned  in  the  bodi^ 
'         '       Jojhua  n,  will,  we  hope,  be  made  evidently  to  appear  toh 
in  ail  refpefts  (excepting  the  length  of  its  duration,  whkJ 
"^       .  .will  be  eafily  accounted  for  in  the  fequel),  the  very  fame,  t 
it  can  hut  be  fairly  prpved  from  the  Chinefe^  as  well  as  M 
Hebrew  dironology,  that  that  monarch,  and  the  Jewijb^ 
neral  above-named,   were  cotemporary.     It  is  true,  indeed 
that  this  fupernatural  event,  as  it  is  related  in  the  Chinefe  iSp 
nals  of  t|iat  prince,  hath  been  fingled  out,  by  fome  of  the 
oppofite  fide,  to  ridicule  the  vanity  of  their  pbfervations,  afli 
expofe  the  pretended  fi^lfhood  of  th^ir  antient  records  ^.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  fince  the  miracu^ou^  phaenom^non  recorded  in  the 
book  of  Jo/hudy  hath  been  fo  f\^lly  proved,  from  the  exprefs 
words  of  the  facrpd  hiflorifin,  and  other  corroborating  argO" 
ments,   to  have  been  (not  fuch  an  uncomipon  luor,  mock- 
fun,  lucid  cloud,  or  aurora  borealisy  as  Maimonides,  SpvwJA^ 
among  the  Jews,  Grotius,  Le  Clerk,  and  others,  among  the 
Chriftians,  have  endeavoured  to  repiefent  it,  but)  a  real  and 

"»  Martini',  Hifl:.  Sinic.  fub  Taus.  »  Josh.  x.  12.  & 

f^q^    Sec  Shuckford  Connedl,  \oL  i.  p.  29,  &  fe€[.  .      ?  See 
Ax^fientHift.  vol.  xx,  Pi^S^* 

fup?|:t 
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fupeirnatural  folftice,  obtained  by  the  prayer  of  the  Jewifli 
hero  P ;  and  which  muft  of  confequcnce  have  been  equally 
obfervable  in  all  thofe  eaftern  parts,  where  that  luminary'had 
only  pafled  their  meridian  fome  few  hours.  If  it  can  be  made 
to  appear,  from  the  joint  teftimony  of  the  two  chronologies 
above-mentioned,  to  have  happened  much  about  the  fome 
time,  or,  whkh  is  tantamount  to  it,  that  the  diftance  of  time 
between  Noah  and  Jojbua  is  much  the  fame  with  that  which 
the Chinefe.vccordi^  put  bet\yeen  Fo-hi  and  Yau,  we  may  jufUy 
hope,  that  the  mutual  light  and  evidence  which  thofe  two 
hiftories  refleft  on  each  other,  will  be  allowed  to  carry  a  much 
better  authority  for  our  producing  that  extraordinary  phae- 
nomenon  in  favour  of  our  hypo thefis,  than  any  thmg  that 
hath  been  hitherto  urged  by  the  oppoi^te  fide  can  do,  to  ex* 
plode  arid  ridicule  it. 

'Now,    the  remarkable  pha^nomenon 'recorded  by  Jojbua  The  tnirm^ 
happened,  according  to  the  Hebrew  chronology,  in  the  year  culous 
before  Chrift  J451,  and  of  the  flood  897  ;  of  thefe,  Noahfilfticeiti 
lived  350  *i ;  To  that  there  elapfed  only  547  years  between  that  Jp^^aV 
patriarch's  death  and  Jojhiid's  folftice."    Within  which  period,  'J^^'  *^f 
Mofis  feckons  feven  generations';    that  is,    from  Abraham^y^'^  ^^^ 
whoj  according  to  Archbifhop  Ujber,,  was  born  two  y^^^'^ ^orJedln 
after  Nodb^s  death^  and  Jojhua  exclufive ;    z^/z.  in  the  foit  Yau'j 
year  of  whofe  generalfhip  that  blelTmg  was  obtained.     Thefe  reign, 
are,   i.  Abraham  \  2.  IJaac\  3.  Jacob  \  4.  Levi\  5.  Kohath\  The  length 
6.  Amrdm;    and  7.  Mofes,  Jo/i)iia's  immediate  predeceflbr.  i'//^^^^- 
Juft  in  the  fame  manner  the  ChineJe  annals  reckon  feven  reigns  ^'^^^  ^^* 
between  Fo^hi  and  Tau,  iixclufive ;  viz,  about  the  latter  end  ^^^^^ 
of  whofe  reigri,  the  fame  phaenomenon  was  obfcrved  in  China,  ^  ^    f^^ 
Thete,  w:ith  the  length  of  their  refpeftive  reigns,  are  fet  down     jl^'  , 

Reigned  ,  •     '    , 
year.,    hi  and     . 
Yau,  near 


1 .  SMn^fzong,  alias  Xin-ftiung  ^^ 

2.  Whang-ti^  alias  Hoang-ti  -^-^ 

3.  ShaU'ikaty  alias  Xao-hau     -^ 
A*  -ChwenrhyOy  alias  Chuen-hius 

J.  7i*Tio,  alias  6b«i—     —     -^ 
6.  Chi  *  —     -,—  '.  ^-.     4»-     -w^ 


140 
100 

78 

70 

8 


ihe  fame. 


480 


^:\  Vid.  &  Shuckford  Connect,  ubi  fup. 

Z  4        •  And 


iLnd  7*  ThUt  in  fome  year  of  whofe  reigQ,  tH?  a^mailll 
^th  not  &y  which,  the  fame  ph^momcnon  was  o^fqro^  iH 

B^ihjrvm     Ahh  thcfe  xpfp^  ^dd^  togpther,  woupt^o  480  ycf»  - 
tbt  Chi-    which  period  ftJling  fhort  of  the  597  years,  which  daf  * 
iiefc  ^   f^-om  lioak  to  Joftma^  by  fcvcnty  years,  doth  naturally  \ 
Hebrew    xi|  tQ  conclude,  that  th^  follKcc  h^pp^ed  in  the  67  th  yes^gpr.' 
C^rffp/i?pr.  ^^t  monarch'^  reign  5  which  bring  but  the  fir(l  of  the  adi^^ 
niAration  of  7^<«f  brings  the  number  of  thcfe  reigns,  spi^ 
^  the  Mofaic  generations  above-mentjoned,   much  upon  ^i-^ 
quality  as  to  number  ^d  duration.    So  that,  by  this  di^ 
the  reader  may  cafily  perceive  the  modves  which  have  Sfei^* 
duced  the  fticklcrs  for  the  Septuagint,  and  fuch  of  the  CMi^f^^. 
writers  as  w^e  ambitious  to  raife  the  andquity  of  their  sfcs»' 
-  |l6n  beyond  its  true  bounds,'  to  complain  of  the  uncertaint|F.? 
^nd  brevUy  of  this  period,  and  to  cry  down  the  atmals  o£  |t^- 
^  of  no.  authority :  and  all  that  needs  to  furprife  us  is,  tfaa^. 
^ey  have  not  taken  the  fame  pains  to  ftretch  it,  as  they  hstv^,' 
done  that  from  Tau  to  the  birth  of  Chrift,  to  the  exaA  fb^-* 
dard  of  that  chronology.     But,  it  is  likely,  they  never  tod^^ 
police  how  exaftly  it  coincided  with  that  of  the  Hebrew^  and ' 
therefore  contented  themfelves  with  condemning  it,  in  the^ 
whole,  as  dark,  uncertain,  and  not  to  be  depended  upon^  if' 
it  was  not  rath^  fome  judicial  infatuation,  that  made  theiii 
overlook  fo  material  a  point.     For  nothing  can  more  clearlj 
fhcw  the  impofture  of  this  new-invented  chronology,  than 
the  fingular  agreement  above-obferved  of  the  antient  Chintfk 
chronology,  and  our  Hebrew  one,  with  refpeft  to  the  num- 
ber ^d  length  of  thofe  generations  and  reigns,  and  its  Tsdl^ 
difagr^ment  from  thence  downwards  to  the  birth  of  Cbrill. 

fh%  mr         ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^*  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^'  ^^^^  ^^  hx^e.  tfa^ 
fueftion'    length  pf  thofe  reigns  conveyed  by  one  of  thofe  partMans^ 
ihle  apt'     a^nd  who  cannot  therefore  be  fufpefted  erf  having  altered  any 
tioritjt  9/  ^ing  in  them,  but  mafr  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have  faith* 
thefyr-     fuiUy  copied  them,  aft  he  found  them  in  the  QMneft  records, 
Wir         and  ^s  he  mmfelf  aiFures  us  he  did.    Ndther  can  it,  with  any 
r^on,  b^  fuppofed,  that  either  he,  or  any  of  his  fratemityj^ 
we^ld  have  tranfmitted  to  us  fuch  a  fupernatural  event,  a^ 
that  we  have  been  infiftin^  upon  under  this  head,  uplefe  i% 
h.a4  bqan  thus^  circumllantially  -flaenUonei  in  fome  of  thofe 
s^ttthentic  records  they  were  allowed  to  confult,  fiac^  fuch  au^ 
impofture  could  uot  lerve  any  other  vifible  end,  except,  per- 
haps, that  of  corroborating  rfie  evidence  of  Jojhua^s  miricle^ 
and  that  eould  not  be  done,  bat  at  the  expence  and  oveithrou;' 
^^iseif  chron^i^gji. 

r ; ■  ■    '  .  •  .  y^ 
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Fqi^,  if  th?  folfticc  mentioned  in  Jq/lma,   and  In  the 
ffim^  annals,  1^  allowed  to  be  the  fame,  it  inuft  follow, 
bom  the  lift  of  thofe  reigns  we  have  given  above,  as  well 
u  fipm  the  authc^ipy  of  .thp  Heirnv  chronology,  that  the 
'issvperor  TaUf  in  whofe  reign  it  happeoeii,  muft  have  af-  . 
landed  the  throne  in  the  year  of  the  flood  83P,  or  1519 
^s  before  the  birth  of  Chrift ;  Vk'hereas  the  Chine/i  and 
h^tuagint  ^hrpnplpgy  place  the  cqmmencex&ent  of  his  rtiign 
|q  the  yw  2357,  or,  according  to  Du  HaUe^  2327,  before 
Chrift  \  making  if  ^lereby,  the  one  896,  iind  the  other  906, 
years  old^r  than  ^he  H^fisewj  or  indeed  than  it  ever  ica^  be 
jafoved  to  be  by  apy  other  evidence,  dian  the  preearioas  antho- 
lity  of  the  two  chronok^es  aboye-mentioned,  and  the  ^etended 
alculatio^  of  a  few  eclipfes  to  corroborate  them ;  all  which  have 
been  fo  fully  exploded  by  this  time,  and  by  much  better  pens, 
dut  it  vrere  iiQedkfs  to  fay  any  more  on  that  fijbjeA. 

*  Howi^VER,  the  frdng  the  bafis  of  the  Ghinefe  chronology  The  reigu 
on  the  year  of  thijs  mira^uloiis  foiftice^  and  the  stuthority  bf  tf/^Yau 
OUT  Heirriv,  will  (befides  di^  evidence  it  bears  againft  ihiiXfrotfed 
pf  the  SqptuagintJ  prove  of  twofold  benefit;  viz.  Firft,  As  f^^^hkor 
it  will  bi5ng  down  the  reign  of  Yau  much  nearer  to  the  fimes  ^    J^j^j 
jin  which  Fouquet,  Mf^ot,  Fpurmcnd,  and  other  learned  mo- 1^^"'^ 
'-  dems,  h^ve  endcayoured  to  fix  it,  and  upon  a  much  more 
'-  Bnqueftionable  ajuthority  than  hath  been  hitherto  offered  by 

>  ?Bf  of -them.    And  fccondly.  It  will,  by  tbe  help  of  the^tablc 

[  of  the  feven  firft  emperors  above-mentioned,  enable  us  to  ^ 

trace  th^t  moparchy  ba,ck  to  its  very  foundation,  ahd  fettlf 
-  the  begining  of  it  upon  a  fnrer  footing  than  any  hitherto  at^ 
tempted.     For  if  ^oai  or,  Fo-hi  reigned  there  115  year?,  and 
'^  his  fi^inunediate  {bocefiors  480,  and  if  the  folftice  happened 
^  in  the  fi^ty-feventh  year  of  Tau's  r^n,  all  which  make  up" 
;  66^  years,  U  wiljl  bring  back  the  firft  year  of  that  founder's 
^  reign  to  that  of  the  flood  235,. ^nd  21 14  years  before  the 
r-  birth  of  Chrift ;  ^o  all  which  may  be  added,  that  as  he  is  recorded 
5  to  have  liyed  350  years  after  the  flood,  if  he  feparated  himfelf, 
2  as  it  is  fjrobable  k^  did,  from  his  rebellfous  offspring,  about 
s  the  time  of  their  defeiftibn  and  confpracy  in  the  plain  of 
15  SbinaaTf  which  hafrpcned,  as  near  as  cait  be  conjeftured,^  . 
i  ahont  thje  feyentiett  or  eightieth  year  aft«*,  or  a  few  years 
ii  before  the  building  of  the  tower  of  Bahet^^  it  will  follow,  that 
^  he  fpent.very  ne^  gtoo  years  in  his  migration  from  that  ji^ace 
I    to  the  Cbinefe  territories,  and  fettling  Ms  colony  there,  before 
i  he  became  their  monarch,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that 

>  fm|)iie.    So  that  the  whole  chronology  of  Noahy  and  his  de-». 
iceodants,  froiif  t^e  flood  to  the  year  of  the  folftice,  or  fixty.n 

\   ft?^  c|  Xajf%  r^ep^  J&iiy  W  Apv:}^  ^ft^ted  5  as  follows : 
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.  I.  Noah^  called  by  the  Chinefe^  .To-Ur 
juiUy  offended  at  the  impiety  of  hb  rebel- 
offsprings  feparated  himfelf  from  them  a 
little  before  d^e  building  of  the  tower  of 
Bohel\  and,  fteering  his  courfe  eaftwards, 
at  the;  head  of  a  feleA  number  of  adherents, 
after  200  years  per^ination,  fettled  him- 
felf, and  them,  in  one  of  the  northern  pro- 
vinces of  CUna »  -—  —  —  —  — 
Here,  having  fettled  his  colony,  and  efta-' 
bliibed  among  them  the  religion,  laws,  and 
government,  and  imparted  to  them  all  the 
branches  of  learning  which  he  had  received 
from  his  antediluvian  anccAors  ^  he. died, 
in  the  1 1  stb  year  of  his  reign,  and  950th 
of  his  life  *,  and  was  fucceded  by  —    -^^ 

2.  Shin-nongy  alias  Xin-nung,  who  great-' 
ly  improved  thofe  arts  and  fciences  Irft  be- 
hind by  Noah ;  and,  aft^r  a  reign  of  140 
yearsy  left  the  crown  to^     -^     •—    -— 

3.  ^Aa«g-fi,  alias  ^(W»f-/i,  the  inventor 
of  the  Chinefe  arithmetic,  and  other  arts. ' 
He  reigned  .1  oo  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

4.  ShaU'haUy  alias  Xao-hau,  who  reigned 
eighty-four  years,  .and  left  the  crown  to  — 

5.  Chwen-hyOy  alias  Chueh'hiou,  who 
rpigned  feventy-eight  years,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  .  —     —     : —     —     —     — 

6.  Ti'ko,  alias  Cous^  who  reigned  feventy 
yearsj  and  was  fucceeded  by  —    -—    -^ 

7 .  Cbi,  who,  after  a  reign  of  eight  yiears, 
was  depofed,  and  the  crown  given-  to  his 

-  8,  r»w,inthefixty-feventh.yearofwhofe' 
reign,  according  t#  the  Hebrew  chrqnology, 
happened  the  miraculous  folftice,  mentioned  ^ 
in  the  book  of  Jojhua  ^,  and  in  the  Chinefe 
annals,  though  without  any  year  fpecified  ^l 
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Yeai  of 

the  flood. 

Befin 

Ckritt< 

235 

2114 

350 

i99f, 

.490 

4859 

•- 

590 

J  759 

674 

1675 

752 

1597 

822. 

1527 

830 

^5^9 

897 

1451 

•  Compare  Gen^s.  xi.  3.  &  fcq*  and  ai!t.  IV,  p.  323,  &  ftq^ 
^  Ibid,  art.  VIU.  p,  337,  &  feq.    _     ^  _C9hp.  Ge.n,  ix,  38.-^ 
Martini,  ubifup.  1,     —  •   -    -      - 
iBid.  fub  ^hin-nongj 
fi\b  Xau.    Vid.  '&  Shvckfqb 


?•»  337»  ^  f*2q-  ^  C^HP.  Cte.n,  IX,  3».  * 

L  I , ;  fub  ¥o-hi^  |)u ,  H AL 0 E,  .&  .al.   .      ^  lA^ 

^  J08H.  x^izX'    ^.    ^.]\gX|tTi^r^^aIy 

HVCKFoRDi  uMfap.  *&'vol.  ill.  pToj,  &  feq.  * 


C.I.  fbe  Hi/fory  ef  CKm^.  ^6$ 

.  Thus  far,  then,  we  hope,  u-e  have  made  it  fufEciently  afh 
pear,  both  frbm  the  teftimony  of  the  antient  CMne/e  records, . 
and  from  the  more  unqneftionable  authority  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
©cnt,  and  Hebrew  chronology,  that  Noah  znd  Fo-hi,  as  well 
as  Tau  and  Jojbua^  were  cotemix)rary  ;  fp  that,  if  the  length 
pf  the  reigns  preceding  that  of  Tau^  as  taken  by  Martini  out 
pf  the  Chinefe  annals,  may  bfe  depended  upon,  which  we  have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  of,  feeing  they  fo  exaftly  coincide  with  the 
Jength  and  number  of  the  generations  which  flourished  within 
the  fame  period,  according  to  the  Mofaic  account,  we  Ihall 
then  have  the  firfl  year  ofTau's  reign,  and  the  firfl:  year  of 
the  foundation  of  the  Chinefe  monarchy,  fixed  upon  a  furer 
and  more  authentic  bafis  than  hath  been  hitherto  offered,  or 
perhaps  thought  upon,  if  the  joint  evidence  of  the  Chinefe 
records,  and  the  authority  of  the  facred  hiftorians,  and  He^ 
brew  chronology,  may  be  allowed  to  be  fuch.  By  this  means 
the  period  of  Chinefe  hiflory,  from  Tau  to  the  birth  of  Chrift;  ^ 

as  handed  over  to  us  by  the  advocates  for  the  chronology 
of  the  feptuagint  will  be  cut  ofF  fhorter  by  almoft,  if  not 
above,  900  years  of  its  pretended  antiquity,  and  brought 
down  to  an  aera  not  only  more  conformable  to  Scripture  and 
reafon,  but  to  all  the  collateral  tcftimonies  which  can  be 
drawn  from  the  hiftory  of  other  antient  nations. 

However,  as  the  whole  evidence  of  what  hath  been  urged  Somefur^ 
under  this  laft  head  chiefly  depends  on  the  probability  of  the  ther  proofs 
miraculous  phaenomenon,  obferved  in  China  and  Palefiine^  be-  of  both 
ing  one  and  the  fame,  we  fliall  to  the  chronological,  and^-^^^^ 
other  proofs  already  urged,  add  a  corroborative  remark  or  "^  ^"^^ 
two,  not  unworthy  our  readers  notice.     The  firft  is  drawn  ^^'«^^*^* 
from  the  very  expreflion  ufed  by  the  Chinefe  annalift,  that  the 
fun  did  not  go  down  for  ten  days,  or,  as  Martini  tranflates  it; 
fol  decern  diebus'non  occidit^ ;  which  plainly  implies,  that  that 
luminary  was  then  in  his  declenfion  with  refpeft  to  China,  as 
it  muft  certainly  have  been,  confidering  the  weftern  fituatibh         .     ,'  - 
of  the  land  of  Canaan,  where  it  ftood  ftill  in  its  full  meri-  ^ 

dian  ^,  The  fccond  is  taken  from  the  dread  which  the  Chinefe 
hiftorian  tells  u  s  the  whole  nation  was  in  of  a  general  conflagra- 
tion ;  and  fundry  fuch  dreadful  difafters  which  he  really  affirms 
to  have  happened  in  fome  of  thofe  countries  which  were  more 
cxpofed  to  the  vertical  rays,  and  of  a  nature  eafily  inflamma- 
ble, fuch  as  heaths,  forefts,  ire. ;  or  by  reafon  of  their  concave 
figure,  as  vallies,  whofq  cavities  formed  fo  many  kinds  of  focufe^ 
cafily  fet  on  fire' by  the  continuance  of  thofe  perpendicular 
.jays.    That  the  celebrate  fi^bk  of  Phaeton's  f?t?ing  th^ 

.^       f  Ubifowa,  fttbYao.  *  Jofli.  x.  I'j.  i 
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Some  con-  Vf^l4  f>9  ^^  h^  ^^f  P"g^9  f^P^  fp^^  fuch  cxtraor^uiary 

Jfagr^oftj  yDoflagratfQn,  is  hardly  |:o  bp  q ueiiiqaefi :  ^nd  how'cfany  cif 

/^^^^     that  fof t  might  have  l^n  pcc^noncfi  by  tjiis  fupcrnatof^  fcl: 

rtft^^  V    1^1^,  ^nd  caufed  thoie  many  barren  and  fandy  de&rts  MtdiSpl^ 

'^'  lie^cafter^  in  >^  and  ^^fc,  ^y  ponfuiping  all  that  was 

CQ^ibuitible  by  its  intenfe  heat,  an^  leaving  nothing  bdund 

7be  famed  but  q^ciaed  fand  and  ai^ies  ?  And  might  not  that  &ng  audi 

•ne  of  the  ^rcadfnl  one  which  happened  oq  "i^^fyrenees^w^  firom  which 

Pyrenees*  jbpy  toolf  that  name  i,  be  o^ing  tp  thje  feme  caujfe  ?  It  is  in- 

de^  £iid  by  the  Spqni(b  hiAorians  to  havie  happened  ationt  the 

year  of  the  flood  729  \  that  is^  fibo^t  168  years  bjcfore  tb9 

epocha  yre  are  upon  :  but  that  is  not  £>  extraordinary  an  aoa^ 

cfu'Qnifm  for  a  Spanifh  chrono^oger,  at  fcT  remote^aa  epocha^ 

9$  ^o  mak)s  us  doubt  of  thp  probalulity  of  that  dreadful  fir^ 

b^Qg  caufed  by  Jtifima'%  foliHc^ ;  efpecially  if  we  confider 

^ow  nearly  that  y^  ridge  of  moun^ns  lay  e^pofed  to  the 

ynsrticat  rays  of  the  fun»  and  bow  both  the  tqps  and  vallie^ 

^erp  foverpd  lyith  Jmes,  and  other  inflammable  timber  an^ 

fpipbuftible  matpfr ;  and  accordingly  the  *hiftori^ns  .above- 

^amisdr  tell  us,  that  they  continued  burning  during  fbme 

j^eeks ;  and  thfit  the  h»t  wa^  fo  intenfe,  that  the  very  ini^tals 

^d  |i(>ine|ra^$  )K)iled  out  qf  the  bowels  of  the  earth  \    If  it 

be  a(ked  how  the  land  of  Paman,  fiill  more  expoied  to  die 

Tiq:tical  fun,  and  almoft  as  mountainous  and  Wooidy,  could 

dcape  1^  like  diiafter  i  it  hath  been  already  anfwered,  in 

the  antient  Jewijb  hiftory,  that  it  might  eafily  do  fo  by  the 

ffiendly  interpofition  of  ^ick  heavy  clouds,  loaded  with  taiH 

^d  h^l|  brought  thit)iq:  by  the  fame  Divine  Providence 

*    Wk)^  ^i^du^ed  the  whole  miraculpus  tranfaflion  <" ;  and  ac* 

cofdingly  we  read,  that  fuch  y^  (bowers  of  the  latter  £sU 

HP99  ^^^  P^^f^^^\fi>  ^^y>  ^  annoyed  them  more  than  the 

ir»B9Bf  of  their  f|iemic§  \  ^ 

fhe  JSf*.        Tjap?,E  femains  now  only  that  we  endeayour,  according  tt> 

ferencebe-  p^t  jfcpijfe,  to  account  for  the  difference  between  the  laaei 

2*'^^'^'  OTd  Ckinqfe  hiftorian  with  refpeft  to  the  duration  ctf  the  fot 

"a  Ch^    "^^^  ;ipi  qneftion ;  the'  former  affirinifig  it  to  have  lafted  no 

ndc  bifio  ^^8^*^  ^^^^  ^^^  natural  day,  or  94  hours,  over  and  above  thp 

rioM  Mtl  ^*^^  ^^^  ^^  elapfed  from  fun-riiSng  to  the  mid-day,  where 

itsJuTM'    it  begfm  \  and  th^  latter  havii^  ^eqgtj^ened  it  t6  10  whole 

|iw,  ac-   4?}»*    Bpt,  fir|l,  \\  will  b«e  K^re  ffi^dUy  granted,  that  the 

counted 

for*  ^  Vid.  Akistqt.  de  Mirabtl:.  Aufcult  Dion.  Sicut.  lib.  vi. 

*  Vaseus  Chronic  pAiLi^Ain&  al.    Vid.  &  A^tient  HiHory* 
yoLxviii.  p.  511.  ^  Arist.  $p  Sjcvl.  &  al.  fopra  citato  , 

'^  See  Jewilh  Hift.  voL  iii.  p.  46S,  ^I),  47J,  &  feq.  &  (M).    •  Ih. 
Vid.  ^  Jofti,  X.  u»     ^   * 


i^l  icqnfte^itldfi  #hkh  tint  (Mkifi  ^<9r^M  fn  miglrt  mike  the 
OTie  ai^p<ear  riiiiieh  lemgfer  than  it  re^y  wiis,  cfpeoiiUy  as  tHdy 
llKd  ihlsii    fio  8i^  w^y  of  Meafuring  the  day  thaa  by  the 
a^itrfe  of  that  Ifiininaff*    Th'^iyriiight  likewife.cohipiite  lii    ' 
aiMxSiti  fihcwrl  iht  ^owth  ef  foifie  favdilrite  plants  m  flowers^ 
^(botn   cmMdtm^  that  dn  cktfa<»diriary  a4  hour's  fimv 
£ifgti!t  eafily  accelerate  it  Into  ^  tettfold  proportk>h  t>f  ^  tam*     , 
nil  day.      Bt^t;  not  to  kifiUdfa  that,  it  is  well  known  that  all 
E^tibn^  in  thofe  rctfebf^  ti^es  ^fere  wont  to  divide  the  day  itito 
i^Sl  ^brtiohfe,  which  th€^  cofenionly  called  watches^  orby . 
ebtRvaleht  iMiSes;  eoriiilHtag,  With  fottie,  df  two  >  with  others^ 
OT  tiiree,  briftore  hoSrs.    It  i§  therefore  very  jJrobablc  that 
the  origitikl  rtcords  hiehtidhed  only  ten  watches  j  and  th%  in 
wfcefs  of  tiitie  (either  Ihrongh  the  careleffiiefs  of  the  tran- 
ftHber^,  or  the  accidental  drafnre  bf  a  fltokc  or  dot  in  th^ 
dtiiraiter  6r  hi^rt^lyfihie  Whfeh  diftinguiihed  a  watch  frioui 
i  dky  ;  or,  %hich  may  be  ai  likdy  as  the  other  tWo,  thfo*  a 
^diltm^  aSKftation,  no  Ms  comnion  to  the  €kine/e  than  rot 
Ae  reft  or  the  worlds  of  magnifying  the  wonder)^  thefe  lo 
watches  came  to  be  changed  into  fo  idaany  days.    Thus  far, 
tten,  ahj^  df  thdfe  thtte  ways  will  naturally  enough  account 
fbir  the  diBfe'ence  above-mentaoned ;  but  nothing  can  do  fo' 
for  fuch  a  fupematursd  phaenomenon  being  thus  circumftan-  ^ 

tiilly  Recorded  in  the  Chinefe  andals,  and  nnder  a  reign  ib 
<aaiaiy  comciding  wtrii  that  of  Jojbuhj  according  to  the  moft 
«Bthentic  Hebrew  chronology,  unlcfs  we  will  allow  it  to  be 
the  fame  rolftice  that  is  mentioned  in  both  records. 

By  this  time  we  may  fiatta-  ourfelves  that  the  nodon  of 
Noah't  fettHng  in  Chinay  and  founding  a  monarchy  there,  will 
]q>pear  to  every  candid  reader  fe  far  from  ab/urd,  mmftrous^ 
dnitontrary  to  the  reafm  and  nature  j>f  things^  as  fomc  wkir 
t|^rs  have  thought  fit  to  ftyte  it,  that  it  may  be  feurly  aUowedf 
to  be  confiftent  both  widi  that  and  our  Scripture  account  and 
chronology,  how  much  Ibever  it  iftay  clalh  againft  the  feptua*  ' 
l^t,  and  fome  pretended  calculations  of  edipfes  of  the  Chi* 
ntfe  tniffionaries,  both  which  have  bfcen  juftly  fejedled  by  the 
inoft  jndiciotis  writers  of  thisr  century  <^,  i 

One  objeaipnv  however,  We  muft  endeavour  to  cfcar  up,  Another 
before  We  dbfe  this  feflibft,  as  it  ^as  been  ii^  ftrenuoufly  urged  oljeaion 
againft pur  hypothefis ;  it  is  taken  from  the  fdlowing  wcmls  ^J^ereJ^^ 
of  Mojfei  (  thefe  (that  is,  the  defendants  of  5&w,  Homy  and 
Japhet^  and  then:  defendants)  are  thefafHHifs  cf  thefims  ef 
Noah,  after  their  generations y  in  their  nations  ;  aadhy  thefi 

•  SeeMAfCRoT.  Cot;pLET,  Fourm.  Fou<^5t  Costari>,  . 
&  al.  fup.  citet.  &  Ant.  Hid,  vol.  xx.  p.  ?iio,  &  l«q.  i5o^&fcq. 
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were  ihe  natwns  Avided  in  the  earth  e^ter  thefiooi^.    From. 
wiudi  it  is  oanduded,  that  if  the  earth,  certainly  Cbinay  muft 
have  been  peopled  by  fome  of  thofe  defcendaats,  and  not  by< 
Noah  himfelfy  much  lefs  by  any  new  oflTspiing  he  may  have 
had  fince  the  deloge,  of  which  M'>fei  doth  not  make  the  kaft 
mention*     The  misfortune  is,    that  thofe  critics  make  no. 
icraple  to  take  the  words  the  earthy  or  the  whole  earth,  either 
in  their  moft  es^tcniiTe,  or  in  a  more  reftrained  iignification, 
as  beft  fuits  with  their  purpofe.     Noah  might  b^et  a  nev 
offspring  after,  the  flood,  and  with  it  people  the  empire  xi 
China ;  and  that  in  no-ways  cla(h  with  the  words  of  Mofa 
above*quotedy  who^  by  the  earthy  might  intend  no  more  than 
thofe  families  of  whofe  various  fettlements  he  was  then  giv'*  - 
ing  an  account,   vdthout  concerning  himfelf  farther  ab(Mit 
thofe  who  migrated  towards  China^  the  peopling  of  which,  if. 
he  knew  any  thing  of  it,  was  quite  foreign  to  his  defign* 
However,  the  reader  may  call  to  mind,  by  what  hath  beca . 
formerly  faid  on-that  head,  that  this  objection  doth  not  atiali  i 
concern  our  hypothecs,  which  only  fuppofes  Noah  to  ha?c ' 
feparated  himfelf  from  the  reft  of  his  ddcendants  at  the  land. 
of  Shinaar,  the  place  of  their  confpiracy,  and  to  have  led. 
with  him  as  many  as  he  could  diiTuade  from  joining  with  them 
in  it.     Children  he  probably  had  after  the  flood,  as  hadi 
been  already  obferved,  but  thofe  might  be  but  few  in  compa-  - 
rifon  of  thofe  who  followed  him  into  the  eaft ;  fo  that  Mofch 
words,  the  earthy  may  be  ftill  taken  here  in  the  lar^eft  fenfe, 
without  glancing  the  leaft  contradiction  on  our  hypothefis,. 
feeing  China  will  be  found  to  have  been  as  effe<5hiaily  peopled 
by  the  defcendants  of  Shem,  Ham^  and  Japhet^  as  any  other 
part  of  the  globe. 
Honv  ,Mo.      If  it  fliould  be  afked  how  Mofei  came  in  this  cite,  to  knoiT 
fes  could   tb  cxaCUy  how  long  Noah  lived  after  the  flood,  the  moft  ob* 
httno  the  ^ous  anfwer  is.  That  he  might  do  fo,  as  he  did  many  othef 
^^^K  ^  particulars  relating  to  the  creation,  the  antediluvian  world,| 
^^  '      the  deluge>  itc»  by  immediate  infpiration  ;  it  not  being  at  all 
^^*  beneath  the  dignity  of.  that  facred  hiftorian  to  take  notice, 

that,  the  Divine  Providence  having  determined  to.  ftiorten  the 
life  of  man,  the  patriarch  Noah  was  the  only  one  of  all  th«  . 
poftdiluviansi  who  attained  to  the  longevity  of  his  antedilo- 
'  vian  anceftors.  . 

However,  fetting  afide  infpiration,  it  is  not  at  all  imprO- 

.  bable  that  he  might  learn  that  remarkable  particular  from  the 

MidhniteSf  among  whom  he  had  lived  forty  years,  and  the 

daughter  of  one  of  whofe  princes,  or  priefts,  he  had  mar- 

.  9  Gencf.  X.  ult 
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*  ried  *J.  Some  of  thofe  fons  of  Abraham  hfKefurahy  t^fio 
"w^e  fent  by  him  into  the  eaft  %  mJgkt  by,this  time  have  aA- 
Yanced  far  enough  towards  China  to  have  fettled  fome  cOi6-, 
merce  with  it  by  the  hjelp  of  thofe  great  caravans  that  wcte 

.  then  much  in  vogue  in  all  thofe  eaftem  parts ;  and  by  thdt 
means  have  been  infcwmcd  of  many  curious  tWngs  relating  to 
that  empire,  among  which  none  could  better,  deferve  their 
notice  and  obfervation  than  the  name  and  extraordinary  lon^g  [ 

life  erf  its  celebrated  founder.  v  •    • 

"  We  have  now  quite  gone  through  all  the;topics  wfe  had  to 
offer  in  favour  of  the  hypothefis  of  Noahh^mg  the  fame  widi 

*the  Chinefe  Fo-hi^  and  the  founder  of  that  noble  empire;  and 
hopJe  that  by  this  time  we  have  at  leaft  raifed  it  to  a  greater 
degree  of  probability  than  it  hath  hitherto  attained,  as  well 
as  fixed  its  chronology  upon  a  firmer  bafis  than  any  yet  at-  . 
tempted ;  by  which  means  a  way  may  be  farther  opened  for 
greater  improvements,  and  more  curious  difcoveries.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  the  fixing  the  beginning  of  their  monarchy, 

rand  of  the  reign  of  Tau,  upon  fo  authentic  and  uriqtieftiori- 
able  a  faft  as  the  miraculous  folftice  -abbve-meiltioned,  and  I 

backing  it  with  the  authority  of  the  Hebrew  and  antient  Chi-  ' 

nefe  chroaology,  could  prove  of  ftill  farther  fervice;  to  us  in 
reftifying  the  remainder  of  that  long  period,  from  the  reign 
<£  Tau  to  the  birth  ctf 'Chwft.     But  that,  we  fear,  will  hardly  "The  imptf. 
ever  be  found  prafticable,  till  we  can  have  recourfe  to  move  fi^^^^p/f 
authentic  records,  if  any  fuch  be  ftill  extant,  than  thofe  which ''^^^'?ff 
have  been  as  yet  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  Chinefe  miflionaries,     r     ^ 
and  on  which  the  length  of  the  dynafties  and  reigns  ma^li-'*^^  ' 
feftly  appears  to  have  been  defignedly  ftretched  out  beyond  ^^  fromYza 
due  bounds  in  favour  of  the  feptuagint,  and  in  order  to  fill  /^  Chriji* 
up  the  extravagant  excefs  of  900  years,  which  that  chrorjo- 

•  logy  allows  to  this  period  above  our  Hebrew  one;  fo  that,  - 
upon  the  whole,  our  readers  muft  be  content  to  receive  the  " 
lift  of  the  fubfequent  reigns  from  Tau  to  Chrift  on  the  fame 

.  foot,  in  point  of  length,  as  thofe  miflionaries  have  been'pleafed 
to  tranfmltit  tons,  and  with  the  difference  and  difagreemerit 
which  are  ftill  found  between  their  feveral  accounts  of  them. 

The  Chinefe  reckon  not  their  long  periods  by  centuries,  as  Chinefe 
wc  and  other  nations  do,  but  by  Kya^feeSy  or  cycles  of  fixty  CV^^^^*  ^^^ 
years ;  the  invention  of  which  is  attributed  to  one  of  thtk^'^'"^"^^^* 
great  mathematicians  named  Ta-nau,  who  was  one  of  the^'^  ■  ^ 
chief  minifters  to  the  Celebrated  emperor  JVhang-ti,     They^''*^^ 

^ftylc  thefe  cycles  Lofhe-wha-kyay  that  is,  the  conftruftion  of 

n  Vide  Exod.  ii.  23,  &  feq.     AA*  vii.  30.  »  Genef. 

XXV.  2,*&  fcq.        I 

fixty 


rufrfi 

cfcUMf- 
firently 
fixed  in 


noli* 


^68  rb^Hi^^CmL  Ik^ 

lizty^Daverrionity  or  years  (0)«  Nevortfadefs  &viird1feMi|^ 
xnodb-BS  are  of  opiaioo,  that  this  ihethod  rf  cc^^^dibig T 
cycles  is  c^  much  more  recent  dtite,  thotigh  they  ^Vk  \i\ 
be  aext  to  unpoilible  to  a&erttdn  the  time  itf  its  Ihfi^tioa : ' 
that  as  It  wiU,  one  ^  them  rightly  obfervea  %  thtt  th^fe  1 
fome  difference  aiikOBg  the  Ghifteji  annaMs  abottt  lh6  eoT 
mfcncement  of  tlut  ocnaputatioa ;  ferae  begnming  it  ftom< 
tbiirs  and  grft  year  of  lVhang^ti*%  reign  S  agreeably  to  a  Chinifi  taretf 
9tb€ran^   Written  on  that  fubjea ;  and  othets  at  the  dghth  ytlAr^ft^ 
Du  HaUe  difiera  ftitt  iiUH*e  Irdm  them,  who  begins  his  " ' 
cycle  at  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Ttaii  by  wiitek  he ! 
retrenched  no  iiefs  than  five  cycleis  atid>  forty  yfbars  (torn  dH j 
Chifuft  chronology,  and  introduced  tfaoreby  &  douUe  < 
fion  into  it ;  viz.  firfti  by  leflei^ing  the  number  ei  cydte| 
and,  fecondiy,  by  dating  hi$  firft  from  the  firft  year  of  "' 
monarch's  reigUi' which  faUs  on  the  41ft  dF  the  fiitlfa 
of  the  other  chronokgers)  but  .all  he  ]>latidy  owild  thit 
hath  taken  all  that  trouble  merely  to  Ireconctle  hia  o^^Hi 
tiology  to  that  of  the  feptua^nt  ""i  we  fhall  leave  hlin  to  goi 
alone  in  his  new  track,  in  order  to  avdd  Ididing  oUr  f 
into  the  like  perplodty ;  aUd  foUow  that  more  plain 
beaten  one  which  Martini,  and  his  predecefEbrs^  hive  t 
before  1  and  in  the  fubfeqteat  chronoh^^  and  lift  i^  1 
archs,  begin  the  Chinefe  cycle,  at  the  firft  ^netr  bi  the  eBip 
tVhang'ii,    In  the  like  iQanner  we  ifaall  fet  down  in  ^e  1 
gin  the  refpeftive  years  of  the  cycle,  in  ^hich  any  : 
tranfadion  happened,  end  in  the  fame  order  as  th»yhate( 

t  See  CovpLiT  Praelat.  In  Hift«  8iBic«    Du  Halde  ttl 
Whang-ti,  &  al.  fup.  citat.  *  FovrImont,  ubi  fq 

p.  405,  &  feq.  ^  Martini  (ubHoang-d.     CouptET.U 

^  al.  ubi  fu^.  «  Miflions  Etrangeres  ao.  Du  HaldeEogLco^^ 

p.  •34,(1').        ^  Dt;  HxLDt,  ibid.  Tub  lau,  p.  143. 


(O)  Thefc  cycles  tonflft,  on 
one  fide,  of  ten,  and,  on  the 
other,  of  twelve  ckara^iers,  im- 
porting the  names  of  certain 
anknaU,  and  ferve  both  for 
numbers  and  figns.  The  firft 
teta  are  ftyled  loob,  and  the 
Others  branthes;  To  thateverv 
year  is  marked  with  one  of  eacn 
fort  ;  and  the  wEole  is  fo  con- 
trived, that  th^  f^me  two  figns 


never  come  together  again  till 
the  fexagenary  is  but  (4). . 

Ta-nau^  the  author  of  it,  Wj 
one  of  the  chief  miniters  rf 
Whang'ti^    and  was  appointw 
by  that  monarch  to  wkI  o« 
this  fexageAary  cycle,  whiift^j 
reft  had  nkewife  their  refpe&*^^ 
provinces  allotted  to vthe)n»ofj 
which  a  fuller  account  wHl  be  ri- 
ven under  thatprincc'sreign(5)« 


(4)  D»  hoc,  tid„Ncel*t  Ohfer^,  t^atbem,  &  Pbj^e.  p,  59.  Martini,  aiffih 
jub  fioanj-n,  DuHside,  (3f:  aL  (5)  Maftini,  Du  Hadde,&c,iki(L 


J 


We  ihalli  however,  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  dlfpenfe  with 
adding  to  them  th^  years  of  the  flood  ;  iince  their  being  cal- 
culated according  to  the  feptjuaglnt,  and  npt  our  Hebrew  chro- 
nology, and  confequently  of  no  authority  to  us,  would  ra- 
ther introduce  a  new  coridFufion,  without  any  poflible  ufe  Or 
benefit  As  for  thofe  which  follow  the  Chriftian  asra,  down  to 
the  end  of  their  hiftory,  they  being  more  confiftent  \wth  it, 
and  to  be  depended  upon,  we  think  they  pught  by  no  means 
to  be  omitted,  and  fhall  take  care  to  fet  them  down  regularly 
as  they  come. 

S  E  C  T.    IX. 

fbf  Reigns  of  the  Chinefe  Monarcbs^  fnm  the  FcuH'^ 
dation  of  their  Firft  Bynajty^  down  to  the  Birth  ofCbrift. 

HAVING  endeavoured,  in  the  foregoing  feftioD,  to  fix 
the  foundation  of  the  Chinefe  monarchy  upon  a  better 
and  furer  foundation  than  any  hitherto  exunt«;  and  given 
an^account,  in  our  antient  hiftory,  of  the  reigns  of  Fo-hiy  and 
hisdght  immediate  fucceflbrs^  dpwn  to  the  beginning  of 
their  firft  dynafty,  we  fliill  r^dily  excufe  ourfelves  from  re- 
peating  any  thing  that  hath  been  (aid  on  that  fubjeft^  except 
on}y  what  will  be  of  farther  ufe  towards  the  fixing  of  that 
fo  much  controverted  epocha  upon  the  fame  bafis  ;  and,  for 
this,  we  need  only  remind  our  readers,  that,  as  we  endeavoured 
to  trace  tbe  foregoing  period  upward^,  from  the  preterxuuoral 
folftice  which  is  recorded  in  the  Chinefe  annals  to  have  hap* 
pened  fome  time  in  the  reign  of  Tau ;  bcrt  which  we  endea- 
voured  to  fix,  on  the  authority  of  the  Hebrew  chronology,,  td 
the  67th  of  that  monarch's  ;  fo  we  may,  with  the  fame  eafc 
and  deamefs,  fix  the  latter  by  the  years  that  elapfed  between 
the  phaenomenon  above-mentioned,  which  was  before  Chrift 
1451  *^,  as  follows: 
Tau  reigned  in  all  90  years  (A),  and  therefore  lived 
23  years  after  the  folftice,  and  died  Anno      —  1408 

•  See  p.  362.  ^  Vol.  XX.  p.  137,  &  feq.        •  See  die 

chronology  of  our  Bibles  on  Joftx.  x. 

(A)   This   is    according    to  Du  Halde^  who  hath  intra* 

Martini  ( 1  ],  whom,  for  the  rea*  duced  a  new,  or  rather  confufed 

Ibns  above-mentioned,  we  have  the  old,  order  of  the  C^/Vr^chro* 

thofen    to  follow,    and    who  nology,   gives  Tau   100  years 

places   his  death  on  the  20th  reign  (3),  which,  if  right,  will 

year  of  the  8th  cycle  (2,  that  is,  only   \^nng  the  foundation  of 

according  to  the  Chinefe  chrono-  this  iirft  dynafty  ten  years  later^ 

logy,  in  the  year  before  Chrill  that  is,  in  the  year  before  Chrift 

2258.  1357. 

ii)Hift.  Sin  fuh  Tau,  (^)  Id.  ib.fuh  Xun.    (3)  £«/r.  edit,  vol  i.  p,  143,  &  feq,  ' 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol..  VIII.  ^a  HiSv 


J70  J^  Hifi^  ef  China.  B.  I 

His  focceflbr^^tm  reigned  50  years  after  toti  (B),  and 
died  Anno'       —        —        —        —       —  iJS* 

The  lirft  dynafty,  calkd  Hya^  was  founded  in  the 
year  immediately  following  the  drath  ofShun,  or    1 3J7 

According  to  this  coinpiitation»  the  begianiog  of  ^ 
dynafty  will,  be  found  to  come  ffaoit  of  tlie  Chinefe  by  no  k6 
than  850  years,  aceordii^  to  Du  HakUy  who  places  it  Atm 
2207  before  Chrift,  and  to  carry  it  evlier  by  ^36  years  Aii 
Monf.  Fourmont,  who  bring^  it  down  to  the  year  441,  ail 
oonfequently  to  be  a  kind  of  medium  between  thofe  twodl^ 
tremeSf  and,  as  fuch,  to  be  lileewife  more  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
neral  opinion  of  the  learned,  who  think  the  latter  place  U| 
SIS  much  too  low  as  the  former  do  theirs  too  higlu  It  tdft 
iikewife  have  this  farther  adrants^ge  over  t&etii  both,  or  ll» 
deed  any  other  hitherto  attempted,  that  it  is  fbimded  CQl' 
more  certain  bafis,  the  authority  of  the  Hebrew  cbrondoflii: 
whereas'  that  of  the  Chinefe  is  ftretched  beyond  its  due  bouMi 
either  out  of  affectation  of  a  fuperior  antiquity^  or  to  fadqf 
it  up  to  the  ilandard  of  the  feptuagint ;  and  the  other  is  m 
unreaTonably  curtailed  upon  no  better  ground  than  fome  ua* 
dertain  conjectures,  and  a  few  vague  and  precarioas  paralUl 
drawn  from  profane  hiflory  %  and  all  this  not  improbab^ 
from  mere  oppofition  to  the  Jefuitical  writers,  againft  whoi 
fome  late, Fr^;zcA  authors  have  been  fanguine  enough  to  kff 
that  thofe  fix  dynaflies  which  preceded  the  Chrifiian  cs^ 
might  be  reduced  to  a  much  fnuller  number  of  years  ^^  thai 
is,  that  fix  dynaflies,  containing  the  reigns  of  in  monardMi 
might  be  comprehended  within  a  (horter  (pace  than  41^ 
years ;  for  fo  many  the  Chinefe  records  affirm  to  have  beku^ 
to  thofe  fix  dynaflies,  as  the  reader  may  iise  by  the  table  wt 
fhall  fubjoin  of  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  leaving  thefe  opponents  to  dilpute  that 
point  among  themfelves,  we  may,  we  hope,  fafely  appeal  to. 
every  impartial  reader,  whether  our  calculations  do  not,  by 
this  time,  appear  the  moft  rational,  as  well  as  the  beft  fouod* 
ed.  All  we  ftall  farther  obferve  in  its  favour,  from  what' 
hath  been  urged  in  the  laft  fcftion,  is,  that  the  period  betMreeo 
Fo'hi  and  YaUy  which,  we  are  told,  is  given  up  by  the  Chvn^ 
hiflorians,  as  well  as  by  the  Jefuits,  as  fabulous,  or,  at  the 
beft,  as  uncertain  and  indefenfible,  doth,  by  his  furpriflflg 
^  l>8his,  vid.  vot  XX.. p.  152,  &  feq. 

(B)  Both  Marh'7ii  and  Du  and  i  7  with  his  worthy  cf^UerM  1 
HaJiie  allow  him  a  reign  of  50  Tu,  whom  he  alfo  appointed  ID!  ■ 
years,  that  is,  53  by  himfclf,    facccffor  (4). 

(4)  Mrtin.  uhi  fup.  fub  Xun.  Du  Haide,  ibid,  /.  145.  Sfi  i^lfc  Ant.  Bif^ 
1C/.XX.  ^.  147,  ^>f.      • 

COQr 


C.I.  the  dyi'ofj  of  CVmz.  3  71 

jX>Dfojr9Uty  ^  the  lebgc|i  of  the  lives  of  the  pofldiluvkn  p&-. 
briarchs  ipentioaed  by  Mofe^^  and  coetaneoud  with  it,  bid 
tiXrdi  for  Wing  themoft  genume  and  unCortiipt,  and  themoft 
bo  be  depended  upon,  of  any  that  foltow  it,  down  to  the  birth 
tf  Chrift  :.  fd  that  whatever  alterations  were  afterwards  made 
b  thi  Chinefe  chrondogy,  or,  in  other  words,  whatever  nuin- 
Msr  (if  years  have  been  fince  added  to  Ae  duration  of  the  firft 
II  dyowies,  ia  order  to  firetch  them  oat  to  2207  years,  they 
jpuft  of  cdurfe  have  been  feifted  hito  that  period ;  lirhilft  that 
hrhich  preceded  it,  from  Tau  upwards  to  Fthbiy  being  g^vea 
tip  as  UQCdrtain^  if  not  fabulous,  had  the  good  'fortune  to 
^ape  thtir  atnaidment»«  But  as  it  is  impofTible  to  knoMr  or 
^efs»  ufitil  ibme  more  authentic  annals  can  be  produced^ 
irhat  addition!  of  years  hath  been  macle  to  each  of  thofe  fix 
fcft  cfyflafties,.  in  order  l»  ftretch  them'  to  the  feogth  u^  find  ^ 
iifem  ia ;  fo  neither  will  it  be  expeded  that  we  ihould  attempt 
lay  other  emendation  to  the  following  tables  according  to  . 
Vu  Hald^  than  the  fixing  the  year  of  tte  firil  dynafty  accord* 
kg  to  the  calculation  we  have  given  above  :  ndther  (hall  we 
Ittempt  to  alter  the  length  of  any  of  their  reigns,  which 
'iVtiula  be  no  lefs  prefumptuous  than  impoffible,.  whatever 
jhher  learned  perfons  ifaay  venture  to  do ;  and  large  fcope 
jbey  majr  give  to  themfeh^s  in  fo  dark  and  remote  a  pfovinkre^ 
jtf  which  thofe  of  Monfr  FoufnuHt  may  ferve  for  a  tafte  to 
mt  readef s  ;  and  whofe  tdbles  we  fhall  fubjoin,  oppofit^  to 
^ofe  of  the  Chirufe  and  Jefuits,  ofut  of  Du  MaUe.  As  to  the 
iynaftiei  which  follow  the  Chriftian  aera,  the  reader  will  findi 
n&  ffibnance  about  th^ ;  and  both  joined  together  are  as 
fellows  (C): 

(C)  As  we  hare  hadoccafion  founders  of  thefe  modem  ones 

|lo  mentioif^  in  a  fdn'mer  voltime,  meant  no  more  by  it  than  to  dig*    ' 

feme  modem,  and,  for  the  rood  nify  thefe  their  refpedive  new 

C:,  fltorS^lhftfi  d/naftie9  of  the  dynalBes  by  the  name  ot  title  of 

e  name  with  thofe  antient  ioxne  of  the  moft  cooiiderable 

|<mes,iisf^i7,  Han,   and  which  among  the  antient  ones  :  and 

^e  ait  ipingto  give  in  the  foi-  accordingly  one  fiiled  his  owh 

Bowing  M,cho' not  founded  till  the  dynafty  of  H««  (5) ;  alio- 

4bme  thodfand years afterthem^  ther  his  by  that  of  Hya  (6), &fv 

^at  is,  till  tlie  total  difTolution  and  got  them  inrolled  under 

of  that  of  Yixen^  or  Mungl fin  thofe  names  in  the  C/^/ff^  an* 

Aeyear  of  Chrift  1280;  it  wiU  '  nals,  ^o'  they  were  all  obliged 

not  be  improper,  in  order  to  to  give  place  to  that  of  Ming ; 

{Kvent    all    mifappreheniions  fo  that,  in  fad,  there  have  beep. 

7rom  the  likenefs  of  their  names,  no  more  dynafties,  properly  To 

.to  apprife  our  readers,  that  the  called,  than  the  2a  which  follow:    ' 

A  a  a  .         jl  7V^& 


37« 


Tbt  Bl/lmy  9/ €3aaa»: 


B.B 


J  TtAU  tf  the  Twenty-two  CianeCe  Dym^ier,  i( 
Imperial  Families,  that  bavt  pofejed  tU  Thtm 
JucceJlively.  ,.  .  .  .       ■  ^  ' 


DynaAkfc 


I. 

III. 

IV. 
V. 


Hya       -    • 

Shangy€xlng 

Chew 

Tfin      -      - 

Han     -     - 


VI?     Hrw^han 

VIL   Tftn      - 

Vm.  Song  - 
-     IX.     7)J    .     - 

X.     Lyang    - 

XL    Chin 

XU.   5wi       - 

XIII.  Tang  • 
.  XIV.  Hew4yang 

XV.  New-tang 

XVI.  //^-(/r« 

XVII.  HeW'han 
XVni.  Hew'chew 

XIX.  5cwi^  - 

XX.  Iw^;! 

XXI.  M«^  - 
XXII.TyJ'n^  - 

r*^  f/rj?  Dynajly  (D), 
Emperors^ 


of  each 

Dantiw, 

Oi^ttioa, 

Eaperon. 

Dyittfty. 

Mconuog 

aaw4iii| 

y«iri  bef. 

to  Do 

toFaw- 

Chii|i. 

lUUe. 

»7 

2207 

458 

441 

28 

1766 

644 

664 

35 

1 122 

M 

874 

248 

43 

4» 

■25    ' 

206 

426 

425 

Aft.Clir. 

Ik 

220 

44 

45 

15 

265 

155 

«55 

420 

59 

59 

479 

2J 

23 

502 

55 

55 

S57 

33 

— 

... 

29 

37 

20 

618 

289 

289 

2 

.907 

16. 

16 

4 

928 

n 

n 

2 

936 

II 

II 

2 

947 

4 

4 

3 

951 

9 

9 

18 

960 

319- 

320 

9 

1280 

89 

.88 

16 

1268 

276^ 

277 

3 

1645 

92 

'.     *  •  • 

m 


I. 

Dynafly 
Hya. 
Cyck  9. 
Ttar  htf. 

Yutal. 
tmperon 


called  Hya,  con^ivg.pj  i^ 
and  458  Tears. 

THIS  dynafty  b^ins,  according  to  .the  Chineje  amalii^ 
on  the  nth  year  of  the  pth  cycle;  .and.  wikhcll^^M^ 
of  the  emperor  2«,  furnamcd  Ta^  or  the  Greai^  who;  jfipR 

ha?c 

(D)  TheChim/e  word  Chau,  bcr  of  years ;  the  whelc  da* 

which  our  writers  tranflate^^ffo/^  which  any  race  poffeffed  ^ 

ty^  doth  not  properly  fignify  either  dominion  being  called  the  Q)«ii 

that,  or  a  race,  family,  or  fuC*  of  fach  a  race  as  Hya  Ciaut  ^ 

ceffion,  according  to  Mr.  four*  the  C/^ak  of  the  ^a»  thatii,die 

i»^»//but  rather  a  ^^jertiiAnam*  ^hole  fpacc  duriog  which  tte 
3  ^^ 


C  I.  fbe  Hiftory  of  China,  37> 

fuivc  (een  in  their  aQtient  hiftory,  wsis  preferred  to  the  throne 

by  Shun,  their  ointh  monarch  from  Fo-hi,  on  account  of  lus 

great  merit,  before  any  of  his  own  family^;  on  which  ac^ 

count  one  of  his  fons  attempted  to  raife  a  revolt  againft  him, 

but  without  fuccefs^  he  being  abandoned  by  the  grandees  and 

the  common  people.   His  fingular  merit  pot  only  kept  him  fiim  '^tf  crifnvm 

on  the  throne,  but  made  that,  as  well  as  the  high-priefthood,  made  ben* 

which  had  been  before  united  to  the  crown,  to  become  bpth  ^f^'yff 

hereditary  in  his  family ;  fince  which  time  it  was  made  death  ^"f^'^b* 

by  the  law  for  any  but  the  emperor  to  ofier  facrificc. 

YU'TJ  was  a  very  juft  and  mild  prince,  always  open  to  His  itoUt 
the  advice  of  his  minifters ;  and  devifed  a  mod  extraordinary  cbaraSerm 
Way  of  giving  all  his  fubjcfts  a  free  ACcefe  to  his  perfon,  whe- 
ther to  obtain  juftice  o/  fevour  from  him,  or  prefer  a  com- 
plaint againft  any  of  his  ofEcers  (E) ;  and  is  reported  to  have 

rifen 

,  ^  Vid.  Univerf.  Hift.  voLxx.  p.  149. 


Hya  reigned ;  and  fo  of  the  reft 
(18). 

We  beg  leave  likewiie  te  re- 
wind the  reader,  that  what  the 
Chinefe  Sinnalifts  ftyle  the  ninth, 
isby  2)«  Baliie  ftylcd  only  the 
tUrd,  he  having  ftruck  out  the 
^  preceding  ones,  from  the 
third  emperor  Whang-ti,  or,  as 
Martini  and  Others  write  him, 
V$4miiius^  down  to  that  of  Tau^ 
or  TuHSy  wberc  he  begins  his 
own,  contrary  to  all  his  brothers 
(19). 

(£)  We  are  told,  that  he 
caofed  a  bell,  a  dram,  and  three 
tables,  one  of  iron,  afecond  of 
lead,  and  the  third  of  ftone,  to 
be  faftened  to  the  gatei  of  his 

d:e,  on  which  was  an«  order 
%  that  all  thofe  who  want- 
^to  fpeak  to  him,  /hould  ftrike 
on  the  inftraments,  or  tables, 
according  to  the  nature  of  their 
bofmefs.  The  bell  was  for  ci- 
vil  aiEiirs ;  the  drum  for  matters 


relating  to  theiaws,  or  religion ; 
the  leaden  table  for  thofe  that 
concerned  the  government,  or 
miniftry ;  the  ftone  one  was  to 
denote  a  complaint  againft  the 
injufticeof  anymagiftrate  ;  and 
the  iron  one  was  to  exprefs  fome 
very  feverc treatment;  and  he  is 
accordingly  reported  to  have  left 
his  dinner  twice,  and  his  bath- 
three  times,  in  one  day,  to  g9 
and  redrefs  the  people's  griev- 
ances, at  the  firft  found  ofthofo 
inftraments(20). 

However,  with  relation  to  hia 
minifters  who  camo  to  advife 
him,  Martim^Adii  a  ftory  which 
is  more  to  the  glory  of  his  em- 
prefs,  than  his  own :  for,  being 
once  fo  far  exafperated  at  the 
boldnefs  of  one  of  them,  as  to 
refolveto  cut  him  off,  that  amia- 
ble princefs,  having  timely  no- 
tice of  it,  came  immediately  to 
him,  in  a  more  fumptuous  drefs, 
and  greater  cb^arfulnefs  in  her 


(^%)  Fouramt  RefitB^  critif,  fur  Pbi/L  det  arte.  pevpU  Um  it  p.  397.     tH 
Hitdt  Engl.  W,  i.  p,  13^,  (C).  (19)  Conf,  Du  Uil4$  fuh  rt»  (^    n, 

«««  Martini  fu$  runt,  p.  47.  CaupUt,  Nod,  &  al.f$ih.  iod.  (to)  MMrtitu, 
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rifen  often  from  his  table,  or  left  his  b^»  (^  otker 
ments,  to  hear  the  giievances  of  his  peopk,    Th^  bool^ 
king  inentions  feveral  of  his  nobl^  ififtru^ioi>s  to  pcii^ceS!* 
Kti  Wim  6tber  wife  fayings.    It  was  under  his  reiga  that  I-tye  vq^ 
invmtid    the  Chinefe  wine  made  of  rice,  clfewhere  defcrib^  *  «  wl 
mifirlnd.  the  emperor  ho  fooner  had  tafted,  than  he  foretold  titip 

chiefs  which  that  pernidous  liquor  would  caufe  not  cndyfiii 

the  enipire,  but  Iita^wife  to  his  family;  in  both  wl^.|| 

proved  but  too  true  a  prophet :  though,  to  prevent  eitho-ll 

much  as  poflible,  he  caufed  a  law  to  be  enafledf  tssqqpdi 

forbidding  the  making  and  drinking  of  that  liquor,  under  «f 

fevereft  penalties.    But,  as  the  art  of  making  it  could  BQt|| 

banifhed  with  its  author,  it  ^as  not  long  before  the  liqw 

became  in  vogue,  and  is  mil  oQe  of  the  greateft  delicadc»4 

the  tables  of  die  Chinefe^  as  we  have  elfewhere  ihewn  "•    . 

Hii  tru^'       YU'TA  was  a  great  mafter  of  aftronomy,  aflrology,  aal 

tifi  9H  a-   agriculture  \  ^nd  wrote  an  excellent  treatiie  on  the  latter,  fli 

griculture.  which  he  taught  his  fttbje£b  bow  %o  mpcoy^  thdr  own  landv 

by  manuring,  rai/iag,  and  levelling  them,  and  particularly  If 

opening  a  cuurfe  to  the  waters,  to  make  them  flow  from  li»| 

grounds  which  had  too  much,  or  lay  under  them,  into  theftj 

that  wanted  them.     He  reigned  feveateen  years  with&te^, 

who  had  raifcd  him  to  the  throne,  and  ten  by  himfelf,  ^ffid 

-  peath.      died  greatly  regretted  by  all  his  fubjefts  ". 

IL  II.  Tl'kl^  his  worthy  fon,  and  inheritor  of  his  virtue?, 

Ti*ki.      Succeeded  him,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  his  fubje^ls  ;  hut  foofij 

'  S^c  before,  p.  ^79,  *  350.        "?  Secbefore>  p.  379«&H 
4(W).,       «  MAfcTi»i,  Couplet,  No^l,  Du  Havd^,  &1I 

'  .  l(>ok$,  than  ufaal ;  and,  being  die  defired  tSdBti  theetapaoft 

^Iked  the  occaiion  ot  it,  gave  refencment  was    fo    effedual^ 

him  this  noble  anfwer :  *^  You  jifarmed,  that  his  eaar  firoin.tlut 

^'  and  I  have  grea^  reafon  to  time  was  equally  opened  dtlier 

!*  congratulate  each  other  on  to    advice   or  reproof.     Tk^ 

**  your  having  tucK  wife  and  feader  may  fee,  in  the  aatiian 

y  faithful  mintflers,   yrho,  in-  above^quoted,  many  other  is* 

^*  Ilead  of  mifguidittg  you  by  ftances  of  his  wifdom  liod  pru* 

^'  their  fiatrery,  dare  {peak  the  dsnce,  batefpepaUy  ofhisex« 

'Mr uth  without  fear.     It  is  the  ^raordinary  tendemefs  and  g<HB! 

*f  greateft  happinefs  of  a  prince,,  pafiion,  ^pardcuhurly  whenever 

f '  to  have  thofe  about  him  from  he  faw  any  of  his  fubjeds  drag* 

*^  whom  he  may  learn  the  truth,  ged  to  any  feveie  punifhmei^ 

**  which  is  but  too  oftefi  fup-  which  we  have  no  room  to  it- 

"  preiTed  by  the  very  fear  of  late  {21), 

^  f  fjflPend^Dg."  This  fpecch  had  ;  j 

(zi)  Martini,  Juh  Tu,  f»  5**  I 
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iSkit  beginning  of  his  reign  unhappily  diilurbed  by  oae  of  his  Tearoftii^ 
l^e^utary  priqpes,  who  raifed  a  war  againft  him,  with  a  delign  9'^  ^cle^ 
M^  making  himjfelf  independent.     Tt-ki  put  himfelf  at   the  ^  ^^; 
id  of  his  army ;  arid,  by  the  affiilance  of  fix  other  tribu-  ^^f-^^* 
princes,  foon  quelled  the  revolt.     But  his  fubjefts  di4    *'^^'     ' 
not  long  enjoy  the  happinefs  they  had  begun  to  tafte  un-         ^       • 
<lcr  his  wife  and  niild  government,  before  he  was  fn^tched 
Ibrom  them  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign  ;  and  was  fucceedcd 
fey  his  fon.     IJe  left  five  worthy  brothers,  pn  whom  he  had 
beftowed  as  many  governments  in  fome  of  the  provinces  of 
^Aae.  empire,  which  his  fon  raifed  afterwards  into  principali- 
^ties,  that  they  might  live  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  birth  °. 
'•'    in.  TAT-KANG^  on  his  mounting  the  throne,  inftead  of      HI. 
following  the  fteps  of  his  predeceflbrs,  left  the  care  of  the  j^^X" 
Aate  to  fome  of  his  favourites,  whilfl:  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  y^^' ^  - 
^  tiuntiiig,  to  wine  and  women,  and  other  unworthy  pleafures.  I^l^i 
JHe    fpcnt   whole  days  in   purfuing   of   wild  beafts,    and       ^o^^' 
let  his  numerous  train  of  men,  dogs,  and  horfes,   deftroy  ^^f  chr. 
the  plains  and  harveft  of  his  fubjefts,  for  which  they  made     2188^ 
loud  and  heavy  complaints ;  but,  finding  them  all  ineffeftual, 
ftiey  Were  driven  into  fudh  refentment  and  defpair,  that  they 
revolted  againft  him,  whilft  he  was  ranging  the  woods  after 
'  his  fport.     The  perfon  to  whom  they  applied  was  a  nobleman 
named  /,  or  TV,  who  had  then  the  command  and  the  love  of 
the  whole  ^rmy  ;  and  who,  being  moved  by  their  cries  and 
-mxfery,/refolved  to  dethrone  and  bauifti  him,  which  he  eafily 
^ompafled  by  the  help  of  the  reft  of  the  nobility,  who  all^       * 
unanimoufly  joined  With  him,  and  fet  his  youngeft  brother     , 
Chung-kang  upon  the  throne,  after  he  had  reigned  twenty- 
nine  years  p  (F). 

IV.  CHUNG-KANG,    though  raifed  to  the  empire  by      IV. 
pniverfal  confent  of  the  nobles  and  people,  refufed  to  take  the  ^^""&  • 

'     kang. 

®  Martinj,  Couplet,  Nosl,  Du  Halde,  ^  al.      p  lid. 
ibid. 

-   (F)T]aj?-/ta«^  did  but  too  truly  obliged  to  accompany  him  in 

verify  his  grandfather  Tu-ta's  his  exile ;  and  Martini  adds,  thac 

predi^k>n  of  ^e  dreadful  mif-  the  Xu-king,  or  Shu-kingj  hath 

chiefs  which    rice- wine  wou}d  recorded  m  deep  elegiac  i^rfes 

j^iiDgon  his  empire  and  family  ;  t^e  doleful  complaints,  and  fe- 

for  it  was  now' become  fo  mnch  vere  reproaches,    which  thefd 

in  vogue,  that  it  had  let  in  an  ^  five  macle  to  that  unhappy  prince, 

inundation  of  other  vices.     His  a  (ketch  of  which  he  hath  given 

|io(h^  and  five  brethren  were  us  a(  the  end  of  his  reign  (^2). 

(la)  Martini^  h  Tt^  f.  56,  &  fep 
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Yjarofthi  title  of  emperor  during  Jus  brother's  Ufc ;  fo  that  the  ycatt 

^f^h  cfcli^  which  elapied  between  the  depolition  and  death  of  the  latter 

59-*^     are  not  reckoned  to  the  rdgn^of  the  former.    This  coiidii£t : 

B*f*  Cbr.  ^,j^^  univerfaliy  admired,  thourfi  that  prince  was  not  wttboi|t 

•^*^S9-     fome  fear  that  /,  or  27,  whote  power  and  credit  had  fo  eaOf 

dethroned  his  brother,  might  one  day  make  ufe  of  ttagadqft 

himfelf.    To  fecure  himfeS,  therefore,  againfi  his  iQtr^ac% 

without  appearing  guilty  of  ingratitude,  he  not  only  fecmed  to 

place  the  greateft  confidence  inhim,butpr6tefted  that  he  codd 

not  be  without  the  counfel  of  fo  wife  and  faithful  a  minijlBr, 

and  having  him  conftantly  near  his  own  perfon.  ^  who  made 

no  doubt  of  fhortly  getting  an  abfolute  afcendant  over  him, 

and  ingrofling  the  whole  government  into  his  hands,  eafily 

gave  into  the  fnare ;  ^nd  refigned  the  command  of  the  army* 

gs  incompatible  with  his  new  poft ;  and  Chu^^hang  gave  k 

to  Chew^  a  faithful  and  experienced  officer. 

/,  FINDING  himfelf  over-reached,  and  rather  fufbedled 
th^  beloved  by  that  prince,  refolved  to  revenge  himfelf  by 
the  total  defbu^lion  of  the  imperial  family ;  but,  as  ti)at 
could  not  be  done  whilfl  fo  faithful  and  able  a  man  as  Chevf 
was  at  the  head  of  the  army,  he  tried  in  vain  all  means  either  of 
rendering  him  fufpefted,  or  of  deftroying  him  by  fome  other 
way.  At  length  he  had  recourfe  to  a  new  ftratagem ;  which 
was,  to  gain  the  grandees  over  to  him  by  his  profufe  gene* 
tolity, '  whilft  he  artfully  ftrove  to  fecure  himfelf  of  the  favour 
and  confidence  of  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  till  he  could  effeft 
Jfkmous  his  ruin  without  hazard.  In  the  mean  time  the  exiled  Tay^ 
tcU^.  kang  died,  and  Chung-kang  took  upon  him  the  title  of  emp&< 
ror ;  but  was  foon  atter  taSen  off  by  a  fudden  death,  and  left 
the  throne  to  his  fon  Ti-fyangy  after  he  had  held  it  twenty^ 
nine  years  ^.  It  was  in  fome  part  of  his  reign,  tho*  authois 
are  not  agreed  about  the  year,  that  the  fo  much  famed  edipfc 
happened,  of  which  we  have  had  occafion  tafpeak  more  thaa 
qnce  %  and  cpnccming  which  the  Chinefe  records  affirm,  tliat 
Hi  zr^d  Ho,  who  prefided  over  the  tribunal  of  the  mathema*! 
tics,  were  put  to  death  for  having  nejglefted  to  foretel  and 
infcrt  it  in  the  cphemeris  of  that  y^  (G),  which  vs^  then  a 
capital  crime. 

V,  r/v 

*i  Martini,  Couplet,  Noel,  DvHALDE,&al.        ^  Sec 
Uij,  Hift.  vol.  XX.  p.  109.  Sc  151.  Sec  alfo  before,  p.  183,  (B). 

(G)    This  ecHpfe  (which  is  bright  f^ar  on  the  fo^th  fide  of 

ftiid  by  the  Ci^ff^'aftronomers  the  lucid  one  at  the  head  of 

CO  have  happened  in  conjun^ion  Scorpio)  is  affirmed  by  the  mif- 

with  the  conftellation  F^^,  ^  Aonaries  to  have  beeA  verified 
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'     V.  TI-SYJNG,  alias  SyanguSy  fucceeded  his  father ;  but,  ^  V.  . 
inftead  of 'followisg  his  wife  meafuresi  and  gualrdiag  himfelf  Ti-iyang« 
s^infl^the  intrigues  of  the  traitor  /,  made  him  his  chief  coofi-  '^^^oftl^ 
dent,  and  foon  after  transferied  the  command  of  the  army  from  '°^^  ^^^» 
Ike  faithful  6%^ii;  to  him ;  and,  by  that  fatal  ilep,  put  it  again  in  ^  i  ^, 
-1ms  power  to  execute  his  long-projeAed  defign  agaiSl  tjie    2146'^^ 
.miperial  family.     His  new  poft  gdned  him  a  vafl  number  of 
^creature?,  and  his  liberality  the  love  of  the  army ;  inibmuch  IV  tnafm 
•that  the  infatuated  emperor,  who  could  now  no  longer  be^ww'^ 
blind  to  his  treacherous.defigns,  was  forced  to  flee  for  refuge 
to  the  courts  of  two  of  his  tributary  princes  and  relations. 
/tried  all  the  means  he  could  invent  to  difculpate  himfelf  ; 
complained  to  him,  by  the  moft  fubmiilive  letters,  of  his  be- 
ing falfely  traduced  by  his  enemies;  and  begged  of  him  to 
return'  to  his  own  .metropolis,  and  he  would  foon  convince 
him  that  he  had  not  a  more  fiuthful  or  zealous  fubjeA  in  his 
empire.     He  went  fo  far  as  to  accufe  feveral  of  the^  emperor's 
moft  faithful  friends  of  fundry  crimes,  and  to  have  them  ei- 
dier  baniflied,  or  put  to  death,  an<l  filled  their  pofls  with  his 
own  creatures, 

He  fucceeded  fo  well,   that  he  looked  upon  himfdf  as  Pimijhd 
already  on  the  throne,  when  his  bafe  treach^  wasrpuniflied  hyoneof 
in  kind  by  one  of  his  own  creatures  and-confidents,  whom  he  ^^  ^rtar^ 
had  raifed  from  one  poft  to  another,  and  at  length  to  the '*'*'• 
command  of  the  army,    Han-tfe^  that  was  the  villain's  name, 
an  artful  and  ambitious  man,  faw  plainly  enough  that  it. 
Would  be  eafy  for  him  to  mount  the  throne  himfelf,  by  cut- 
dng  oS*  both  his  benefactor  and  fovereign ;  and,  as  the  fol- 
di^were  intirely  devoted  to  him,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  or* 
,  der  a  number  of  them  to  -aflaflinate  /  as  he  was  hunting  ; 
^ich  was  dene  accordingly ;  and  afterwards  gave  out,  that 
St  was  done  by  the  emperor's  orders,  Jind  as  a  juft  puniihmoit, 
for  his  treafon-    His  next  ftep  was,  to  fend  for  Kyauy  the 
ddeft  fon  of  /,  an  active  and  violent  youth,  and  to  perfuade 

by  fre(h^  agronomical  calcala-  fafped  them  to  have  fufiered 
tions,  and  is  much  iniifted  on  to  death  not  for  negledl  of  fore- 
prove  the  early  ikill  of  the  Chi*  telHn^  it,  but  for  being  carouf- 
pefg  in  that  branch  of  agronomy,  ing  with  feme  of  the  friends  of 
We  (hall  not  repeat  what  we  the  traitpr  /  when  it  happened, 
kave  faid  in  a  former  fedion  and  probably  for  raifing  fome' 
againft  that  vain  pretence  ( i ) ;  fort  of  predidions  from  it  in 
bat  only  obferve  farther,  that  his  favoUr  (2). 
feme  of  the  Cbimfe  hiflorians 

.(0  Su  h/ortjf  p,  i%z,^Jeq.%        (2}  Cm/.  Martini,  DnJIaUt,  &  aL  fup^ 

3  him 


him  toftv0nge  his  fiitbdr'3  detth ;  to  tcCompIilOi  v/hich,  he 

|ttrfiip:xed  him  with  9  body  of  troot>s,  a|!id  adrifiui  faim  to 

.IMrch  iiKmiediaMl]f  ift  the  head  of  them  a^inft  the  emporor  ; 

wfai$,  fl0t  having  time  to  raife  a&ffideat  army,  was«ifd]rde- 

Tie  empf'  f^mA  bf  him.    iCyau  kilied  the  emperor,  and  die  two  tttbn- 

rar  mur-   ^^  pdnoes,  mth  hia  OwA  httttds ;  ted  HM-tfo,  to  make  fiif^ 

dered.       ^f  jg^  ijp^wtt,  deftroyedibon  after  the  whole  imperial  famHy^ 

eKoqptiog  t^  conprefs,  who,  being  then  pregnant,  efcaped 

,  Wi^  much  diA^lty  into  tha  oioimtasooiis  parts.    This  fell 

the  vnfottilnate  Ti*/yang,  after  a  reign  of  twefitjr^&ven  years ; 

#A^die.ufitrper,  i^dog  now  in  pofTeflion  of  the  empire.  It* 

•W9irdcd  the  £mi  of  /  with  a  toniiderabie  terrimry,  which  he 

xrpat^d  iato  a  piiiiicipality '. 

Han-tfo  .     ffJN'TSOf  alias  Xao^kang,  mounted  the  throne,  and  held 

u/urfs  ihe\i  f«rtf  years,  tmt  was  Itt  length  deprived  of  it  and  his  life  by  * 

throne  4p  che  rtfue  heir  of  the  imperial  family ;  for  theqnecn,  who,  as 

years.       .^^  hinted  above,  fled  t6  the  mountains,  took  refuge  amoi^ 

Shau-     '  jtHerfiiephcrds,  aad  was  there  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  flic 

A-*"f '^    .  Corned  Shau-Jiang^  fiod  brought  him  up  unknown  to  any  one; 

iftrtb  and  f^  ^^^  j^^  ^^  grown  up  to  years  of  maturity,  before  Han-» 

retreat,      ^.  feeard  of  it :  Mt  beii^  afterwards  informed,  that  the 

harper  was  making  a  Arid  fearch  after  him,  he  retired  from 

til|9Roe»  aad  west'aad  hired  himfdf  as  a  domeftic  at  the  court 

of  one  of  the  tributary  princes,  where  he  paflcd  for  a  ihep. 

Dijctiveh  herd'e  fon.     It  was  not  long,  however,  before  his  exq-aordi- 

bimfelf,     ^ary  sir  and  behavixaiur  gave  that  prince  rcafon  to  think  him 

xxmch  higher  bora  than  he  pretended ;  and,  having  queftioned 

hii)i  ^bottt  it  one  day  tn  the  kindeft  manner,  was  by  him  in- 

f<^med  of  the  whole  myftery  of  his  birth,  family,  and  con- 

cealtneat ;  upon  which  iie  tenderly  embraced  him,  and  pro- 

Hiifed  Um  his  protedion  aad  beft  fervices  ;  and,  as  an  earneft 

^  %  gave  him^  his  daughter  in  marriage,  widi  part  of  his 

V.  fwinci^lky  &r  a  portion.     Shau-kang,  having  now  a  better 

jopport^mty  of  difplaying  his  parts  and  merit,  eafilyconvince^ 

him  that  he  was  worthy  of  the  throne ;  and  he,  on  the  other 

.  hand,  loft  no  time  to  acquaint  all  the  nobles  and  nnnifiers, 

who  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  late  emperor,  with  the  dHco^t 

very,  and  with  the  excellent  charafter  of  the  young  prince. 

By  that  time  the  tyrant  was  become  fo  hateful  to  all  the  peo? 

Vefeats      pie,  that  they  joyfully  fided  with  thieir  lawful  prince;  who, 

fhe  ufurp'  having  ratfed  an  army,  attacked,  and  took  him  prifoner,  arid 

€r.  put  him  to  a  ftiamcfwl  death. 

Vr.     ,    VI.  SHAU'KANG  afcended  th^e  throne  qf,  his  anceftecj 
Shau-       with  univerfal  acclamations  j  and,  immediately  after  his  a>- 


kang 


;  Vide  ^f  ARTii^.  Dv  Halpb,  &  aU  fuy.  dts^t.  fub  Ti-fyang. 

f0^t|Q9,% 


jQQdaiticMi^  opdered^bis  forces  to  purfue  the  a«coiiipH0ps  pffhe  xo9v«£/  the 
'^i^te  treaftm.    Jwai/  ftood  in  bis  own  44<en(»i  but,  hU  Uttte  /^?wi^» 
'^rmy  toeing  eafily  cut  ofl^  hf  was  taken  prifener,  9^  bebead*  ^^artfth 
^  and  as  njany  of  the  rebels  as  could  be  «augbt  wer«  iifce?  ^'^  ^>**» 
1«e  put  to  death ;  by  which  means  die  traaquiUity  c£  th^  emt  blJ^^ 
jbcw^s  again  baMilyreftored,  and  the  iaw«  rchmA  thm  "^rgj    # 
ilitient  vigour.    Shaurkang  took  aU  prop^  meafure$  €0  not       ^  ** 
Jbrm  ^  the  abufes  which  had  crept  in  duriqg  tb^  late  ufurpt^ 
,<5on  J  and  had  the  pleafiire  to  fee  his  ordiers  r^dUy  ohc}i«d> 
gnd  hi^  people  happy  and  cafy  under  his  wife  govemmcBt, 
|jis  rqputatioi)  dr^y  fijveral  ^nabaffies  foim  foreign  princes, 
fnd  his  reign  proved  as  glorious  as  p^»c«abie.    He  dkrd  is 
die  twenty- {econd  year  dt  his  reign,  and  wa^  f«)<;oc<ded  on' 
the  next  year,  by  lus  fpn, 

VII.  TJ-SHU,  alias  CAi/j;  in  wbofe  r«igo  nothing  cxtta-     VfL 
ordinary  hjippened»  except  fqinefew  revolts  00  t;he&arcotftSp  Ti-ihii. 
which  were  aJmofl  as  foon  quelled  as  rai&d.    The  empire  in  TearoftU 
fivery  other  ripfpeft  enjoyed  a  profound  pea(?€  daring  his  reiga,  *  ^'^  O'^^'^f 
whfeh  lafled  feventeen  years.  ^  ^l; 

;      VUI,  rUWHAY,    alias  Hoay^  or  Hoaiu$y  fucceeded  his^^^^J^''- 
father ;  and  was  in  fijch  high  efteem,  and  his  enipire  in  fuch        ^'' 
^  ilourlfhing  condition,  that  foreign  |)rince$  fought  his  frigid-     VUI* 
fliip  far  and  near  (H),  and  feverj^  of  them  put  themfelves  under  T]i-whay. 
his  proteftiqa.     But  thp  long  peace  he  enjoyed  ipade  him  ^^^^Z^'^' 
.    become  effeminate ;  and  fuch  s^  ilayc  to  his  pleafures>  that  he  "'  i''^^ 
"    ipent  the  remainder  of  his  reign  clofe  fliut  up  in  his  palace  j^^/c-^ 
,    among  his  women  and  eunuchs,  without  ev^r  fhewing  lum-     2040. ' 
'    felf  tQ  the  people,     -^11  that  time  his  favourites  governed 
.    with  fuch  -an  arbitrary  fway,  that  the  fubjefts  had  no  poffible 
njeans  to  prefer,  as  ufual,  either  requeft  or  complaint  to  him ; 
and  this  oppreflion  continued  till  the  end  of  hfc  reign,  which 
I^ad  lafted  twenty-ilx  years,  when  he  di^,  and  was  Tucceeded 
by  his  fon, 
J        IX.  TI'-MANC^2!i2i%Mangm%  whofe  reign  proved  much      IS.    . 
Aefame  as  the  former,  except  that  he  was  not  qisite  fo.im-  Ti-mang^ 
I     merfed  in  pleafure,  though  equally  indolent.    He  is  recorded  Tear  of  the 
for  no  one,  remarkable  thing,  except  his  removing  his  coart  ^tthcycU^ 
tQwards  th^ Tellow^River,  and- v^fitingfome  maritime  places.  «  /fcl 
He  reigned  eighteen  years^  ^d  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  ^'  |^ 

(H)  Some  of  thofe  ambaffa-  Bat  that  the  Japanefe  iflandcrs 

dors  are  faid  to  have  come  to  were  of  that  number,'  as  fome 

Cibff^  by  fea,  and  fromfevcralof  Europeans  have  fuppo^ed,  is  by 

^adjabentiflands,  tho*theydo  np  meanjs  probable,  on  feveral 

iiot  name  them ;  from  which  ^t  accounts,  which  we  fhall  haiv^ 

appears,  at  leail,  that  the  art  c^  a  more  proper  occafion  to  meiif 

navigation  was    then  known,  tion  in  their  hiflory. 
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X-  X.  TMYE,  alias  h  5  who  was  fo  &med  for  his  love  oC 

Ti.rye.     juIHce,  and  fingolar  care  to  preferve  his  fabje£b  in  peace  aiidf 

Yiorofthi  wealth,  that  Teveral  of  the  petty,  fovcrdgns  of  the  ndghbour- 

lub  cfcUf  JQg  natioiis  became  his  tribataries,  and  came  iq  pcrfon  to  pajr 

B  f^ch     ^^^^  homage  to  him.    Ti-fye  not  oriy  granted  thefe  his  [w>- 

u^    ic^on,  but  rewarded  their  fidelity  wirfi  titles  and  dignities 

^^*     which  they  were  not  a  little  amlntions  of;  and  fomedmes  with 

prefeats^  much  more  than  equivalent  to  the  tribute  they  paid 

him  ^    He  rdgned  lixteen  ye&rs,  and  left  his  crown  to  liis 

fOD* 

y^  XI.  TI-PU'KYANG  reigned  fifty-niae  years;  during 

Ti-Dtt^      which  long  fpaoe  it  is  furprifing'the  Qiinefe  annals  have  not 
kyang.      found  fonMhing  worth  recording,  exlcept  fome  factions  which 
r$aroftbe  reigned  among  the  princes  of  the  blood  about  the  fucceffion, 
iztb  0clit  wluch  he  however  obtained  after  his  father's  death.     This 
$S*  .   filence  is  attributed  to  the  great  tranquillity  which  his  fubjefls 
Bef,  Cbr,  enjoyed  during  his  reign  ;  but  he  did  not  take  the  fame  care 
198a     ^  fecure  the  crown  to  his  fon  Kang-kia,  whom  he  had  nomi- 
nated his  fucceflbr ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  ^ve  way  to  the 
fupcrior  power  of  his  unde, 

XII,  XII.  TI'KrONG,  or  Kung,  who  wrefted  it  from  him; 
Ti-icyong.  and,  after  an  ufurpaton  of  twenty-one  years,  left  it  to  his 

fon, 

XIII.  XIII.  TI'KIN,  who  held  it  likevrffe  from  the  right  hdr 
Ti-kin.     twenty-one  years  more ;  but  became  fo  contemptible  to  thQ 

-        ,  people  by  his  debaucheries,  that  he  could  not  fecure  it  to  his; 

fim;  fo  that,  after  his  death,  it  was  reftored  to  Kong-kut^ 

whom  his  father  had  deprived  of  it. 

Xiy.         XIV.  KONG'KUy  alias  Cung-kia,   inftead  of  learning 

Kong-      wifdom  by  his  forty-two  years  of  adverfity  and  misfortunes, 

kia.  no  (boner  fajBir  himfelf  on  the  throne,   than  he  abandoned 

Tear  eft  hi  himfelf  to  his  pleafures,  and  became  one  of  the  lewdeft  and 

14/^fyr/p,  moft  eflfeminate  princes  that  ever  reigned.    None  but  the 

39;       worft  fycophants  and  flatterers  could  get  accefs   to  him,  or 

BeJ^Chr.  have  any  (hare  in  the  government ;  by  which  means  he  be- 

'7  9'     came  fo  odious  to  the  people,  and  fo  contemptible  to  his 

i^is  'Vices  vai61  princes,  that  they  reftifed  to  pay  him  either  tribute  or 

Mid  death,  hcmiage,  whilft  his  debaucheries  and  extravagancies  had  put 

it  out  of  his  power  to  oblige  theni  to  it.    Ndther  d7d  he  take 

one  flep  towards  it,  or  rou(ing  himfelf  from  his  efieminate 

indolence;  but,  aftq:  ^  (hamefql  rdgn  of  thirty-one   years, 

left  the  crown  to  a  fon  who  inherited  all  his  vices,  as  well  as 

his  throne  °.    About  four  years  before  his  death  was  l^n  tlse 

^  Martini,  Couplet^  Noel»  Dv  Halde,  5;al.      ■  lii 
ibid. 
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Esuhed  Cking-tang,  wjio  afterwards  became  the  fonsder  of  the 
Iccond  dynafty  ^.  XV. 

XV.  TJ'KJU,  or  Cau,  cojkd  after  his  fether,  tho*  thcTi^kau. 
throne  had  beguafor  fome  time  to  totter  in  his  family-;  and,  Ytariftht 
making  his  puace  the  fcene  of  his  moft  in&moiis  pleafures,  lybc^U^ 
ihortened  bis  days,  and  left  the  croWa  to  Ti-fe,  his  fbn;  after  »  J^ 

a  fliort  reign  pf  eleven  years.  *  %%l^^ 

XVI.  TI-FA^  or  faw,  is  not  recorded  cither  for  any  vir-    XVI.* 
tues  or  vices  during  the  nineteen  years  of  his  reign,  nor  forTi-&/ 
any  thing  but  the  homage  which  was  paid  to  hun  by  the  Mi-Temr9fthe 
butary  princes  on  his  acceifion  to  the  throne ;  and  his  being  Mjihcy/e^ 
the  unhappy  parent  of  KyUf  the  moft  wicked  *of  men;  and     <>• 
the  laft  of  the  dynafty  of  Hya.  -      ^if-  ^hr. 

XVII.  KTA,  alias  JGew,  though  faid  to  have  had  fomc.   'M* 

good  qualities,  yet  proved  fuch  a  monftcr  of  wickednefs  and  J^ 

cruelty,  that  his  memory  is  as  much  hated  to  this  day  as  that  y^^^fgi^ 

ef  Nero  was  among  the  Romans.    His  emprefs,  ftill  morC|^/^;^j^^ 

wicked  and  barbarous  than  he,  had  fuch  an  abfolute  afcend*     40. 

ant  over  him,  that  fhe  made  him  commit  the  moft  enormous  2?^  OKr. 

excefles  of  cruelty  and  debauchery  to  plcafe  her  (I).    He  be-     i8i8^ 

came  ^^  ^<'- 
ktdriiffi^ 

"^  Du  Halde>  ttbi  fup.  fub  Kong  kia. 

(I)Thi8monflerofawoman,  trees,  and  there  aiTuaged  their 

whom  tbe  Cbinefe  annalifts  call  hunger,  as  they  .had  done  their 

Vi'hia  (3)9  not  only  put  that  in-  thirft  before^ ;  and  this  ufed  to 

fataated   monarch  upon  com'  be  one  of  her  mildeft  diver- 

mitting  the  greateft  extortions  £ons. 

on  die  fubje&s,  to  fupply  her        Another,  suid  more  fcanda*  , 

unmeafurable  extravagance  in  lous  by  far.  With  which  fhe  ufed 

building,  furniture,  &f  r.  but  pre*  to  delight  herfelf  with  him,  was 

vailed  o^  him  to  have  a  lar^  in  a  private  apartment  of  the 

fpot  of  ground .  digged,  up  m  palace,  where  they  kept  a  num-  ' 

the  form  of  a  lake,  and  to  be  ber  of  the  fined  young  perfons 

filled  whh  wine  $    3000   men  of  both  fexes,  fetched  far  and 

were  fent  thither   every  day,  near,    and   bought   at  a  vaft 

who  were  oblieed  to  kneel  upon  price,  to  fhew  all  manner  of 

all  fours  round  the  borders  of  naked  and  lewd  poftures,  and 

it,  and  to  lap  the  wihe  like  fo  play  the  moll  (hameful  tricks 

many  dog8,till  they  wqre  drunk ,  with  eUch  other.     But  the  moil 

after  which  they  were  ordered  inhuman  of  all  was  the  butche- 

to  reel  to  a  neighbouring  )vood,  net  ihe  caufed  to  be  made  of 

where  they  fopnd.oxen^  deer,  thofe brave minifters  who  dared 

l^ogt,  aj}d  other  beads,  ready  to  prefer  a  complaint  or  remon- 

drefled,    and^  hanging  on  the  ftrance,  or  even  fiiew  a  diilike, 

(3)  >iV,  Martini  fui  KUu$, 

againft 


camt  it  length  fo  0(Ik>Qs  to  his  fubje^h  <3f  jdl  1^^    ^t^tk 
were  on  the  point  of  dethroning  him,  when  onpe  of  his  ^K 
sniniflersi  who  had  (HU  fome  rdteutis:  of  fen<fefoe{s  for  lyf 
pcffon,  undertook  fo  reprrient  to  hhn,  iflr  the  moft  feriboi 
itfid  refpeftful  msnner,  the  imminent  danger  whfdt  his  fioai' 
tfonrnefs  and  tyranny  expofed  hiih  to ;  ai^  was  exectited  tbt 
It  in  his  prefencc.     His  fury  dfid  not  abate  the  zeal  of  t& 
"fift ;  finne  of  theiff  tentnred  even  to  prefent  a  fevere  memo- 
tial  to  hhn,  in  which  they  fcmpled  not  to  npbiirirf  him  wfA 
Hs  murders,  crticky,  and  other  famdalous  Ticcs  5'lxrhich  b 
exafperatcd  him,  that  he  refolired  to  put  iheaHtfaofs  of  it  & 
death. 
Ching-         Among  them,  the  great  Ching-tang,  fofciy  mentioned,  a 
tangriwV^'ibutary  prince,  of  the  race  of  Whang-tu  a  "Wik  and  ^ordiy 
tQ  tin       p«rion,  having  tentnrcd  to  join  his  remonftrance  to  thdn, 
$bnni.      Was  for  it  caft  into  prifon ;  where  he  had  not  lain  long,  befixe 
he  was  tinanimonfly  chofen  by  all  the  ftates  to  focceed  him, 
^d  obliged  to  declare  war  againft  the  tyrant ;  in  dcSng  whicti, 
he  however  took  care  xa  dHcIaim  all  title  to  the  crown,  aiKl 
tty  declare  that  he  only  took  up  arms  to  bring  hhn  to  reafon, 
•nd  a  fcnfe  of  his  duty.     His  army  was  foon  completed,  every 
prince  affifting  him  with  troops ;  whilft  Kya  found  fuch  a 
V   general  Jefeftion  among  his  fubjefts,  that  he  could  raife  but 
a  handful  of  men.     Neither  fucceeded  he  better  in  hi&  appli-^ 
cation  to  the  Tartars^  whom  he  endeavoured  to  gain  by  the 
faireft  promifes ;  fo  greatly  was  he  abhorred  by  them,  that 
they  plainly  told  him  they  would  never  take  up  9xm&  in  £l^voQr 
of  fo  wicked  a  prince.     Kya^  feeing  himfelf  thus  abaadoneil 
on  all  fides,  had  recourfe  to  difltmuiation  and  mtreaties^;  aad 
only  'Jbegged  of  Chang-tang^  that  he  would  fp«re  his  life : 
Iteflorei     Which  had  fo  great  an  efFeft  on  that  nobfe  prince,  ihat  he 
him^  and  not  only  granted  it  to  htm,  butreftored  him  the  crowm;  an4, 
retins,      Quitting  the  command  of  the  army,  retired  to  his  own  litde 
ftate.     For  this  unexampled  moderation  he  was  greatly  ad- 
Kya'i  in-  mired  by  all  but  the  ungrateful  Ky^  who  nofooner  faw  hia- 
gratitude,  felf  refettled  on  the  throne,  than  he  returned*  to  his  former 
vices ;  and,  to  complete  all,  r^d  an  army,  and  m^cheS 
againft  him  as  a  rebel  and  a  traitor.     Ching-tang  had  by  that 

againft  any  of  therr  deteftable  had  fc vera!  good  qualities, which 

pra6^iccs  (4) ;  fo  that^  upon  the  might  have  made  him  a  goti 

whole,   it  may  be  jaftly  faid,  prince,  if  he  had  not  been  fo 

that  this  firft  dyiwfty  owed  its  unhippily  yoked  to,  and  go- 

«xtin€Vion  to  a  woma-ft;  the  em*  verned   liy,    that    monlter  of 

pcror  being  confef.ed   to  have  lewdncfs  and  craelcy. 

(^)  Manim  fuh  Kifw,  g  ai,  «t^i  ftfg 

timtf 


t,  t.  fie  tiiftny  ef  O^sa.  jSt 

Hme,  put  himfelf  in  a  good  poihure  of  defender  bot^  vbeft 

i0fh  armies  came  to  engage,  helaw^  with  pleafnie,  ali  the 

imperial  forces  come  over  to  him,  and  lay  their  atms  at  his 

isd,  proclaiming  him  their  emperor,   and  deliTerer.     Kya 

bad  now  no  otter  refource  hot  ffight ;  but  was  purfiicd,  ia&  defiat^ 

be  got  quite  cut  o£  the  boundaries  of  the  Chinefe  tm^Tt ;  exik^ 

^d  there  ended  hi^  disys,  after  an  ignominious  exile  of  thre^  and  death: 

knd  a  rdgfi  of  fifty-two^  years "" ;  and  wi&  him  coded  the 

firft  dynafty. 

fbi  Sic^d  Bynajfyi  sailed  Shmg  (K) ;  capifr^bmdh^ 
^txHrnty^eigh  Emperor s^  in  tie  Space  of  644  Tears. 

1  /^MING-TANG  wtf  js-oclaiiBed  emperor,   with  th«       If- 
«    V  loudeft  acclamations  dF  the  wholtt  empire,  arfoofi  as  ^y^^* 
Kya  was  got  beyond  the  bouodarict  of  it.    The  great  proolii      ,  r 
hk  had  aheady  given  of  his  wiTdcofi,  Bhoderadoii,  and  fitigtildf     tan"^* 
taenty  made  him  be  receivedy  through  every  place  he  palled,  Year  ff  the 
as  a  deliverer  and  faviour  fent  item  heaven ;  and  he  was  al*  15^^  [y^g 
moft  the  only  pedbo;  who  thought  himielf  wn&t  for  fo  im-*      32. 
portant  a  tnift;  inJfomijcli,  that  he  afiembled  his  minifters  J?^/:  Cbr. 
ihd'graxidees  no  lefs  than  three  times,  in  order  to  refign  the     1766. 
crowi),  whkh,  he  told  them,  smy  other  would  more  worthily  , 
wear  ;ih«i  himfelf ;  adding,  that  he  thought  himfetf  fulHci- 
eatty  rewarded,  in  having  fo  happily  delivered  hii  country 
from  tyramnjf  \  and  that  he  prtfenred  the  fffiall  fiate  which 
r  htswBL  had  allotted  to  hmi,  to  an  empire,  of  which  he  was 
fiol  the  lawful  heir,  and  did  not  think  himfelf  able  to  govern. ' . 
The  fequel  proved  how  fincere  he  was,  and  above  all  artifice, 
iftWhat  he  thus  freely  declared  to  them  :    for,   when  his 
ipandees  came  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  he  was  ratfed  to  it 
i^  the  particular  direBion^    which ^   being  touched  with  the 
mi/eries  of  the  people^  had  made  choice  of  him  for  their  deli-- 
verer  {which,  they  told  him,  was  mantfeji  from  the  ufiani' 
TJiGus  concurrence  of  all  the  JiateSy  and  the  univerfal  joy  of  all 
the  fuhjeSIs,  which  plainly  fhewed,  that  they  would  have  no 
other  fovereign  but  him)  ;   Ching'tang,  overcome  by  their 
JrcflSng  ii^ances  to  accept  of  the  government,  made  no  delay 

*  Martini,  Du  Halde,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

(K)  This  was  the  name  he  the  little  flate  was  called,   in, 

cave  to  the  imperial   family,  which  he  formerly  had  govern, 

ftorti  which  the  whole  dynafty  ed,  in  quality  of  a  king,  or  tri- 

ttook  it,  it  being  that  by  which  butary  prince  (5).  *   ^ 

(5)  ndf  Martini,  uhifitf,    f^ide  Du  Halde,  fuh  Ching-tang. 

5  ^  '     tO_ 
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ioapplybinifelf  tothebuiiiidsofit,  in  fuch  maimer  as  (bo«ll 
folly  amwor,  if  not  exceed*  the  high  expeditions  tfaey  hi 
coDcdved  of  him. 

He  began,  accordingly,  with  the  choice  of  fbme  fiuthfU 
and  able  mii^ers ;  among  whom  was  I-jin,  or  I-yn,  a  pedoi 
of  known  virtue  and  wiidom,  wh<»n  he  placed  at  the  herf 
'  both  of  the  conndl  and  army,  by  whofe  help  and  advice,  lit 
loon  wrought  a  refbrmadonthcongh  the  empire.  Herepc^rf 
all  the  cruel  laws  of  his  predece&r,  and'enaOed  othd:s,  k 
lieu  of  them,  full  of  wifdom  and  equity.  The  army,  \(^ch  had 
been  formerly  ufed  to  plunder,  was  brought  under  the  fbiAeft 
dlfdpline ;  fo  that  order  and  tranquility  were  again  reftoied 
through  every  province.    In  his  reign  Were  found  tome  rich 
gold  mines  in  the  mountains  tliat  divide  the  provinces  cfXan^ 
and  Pf'cbeK.i  the  benefit  of  which  he  freely  granted  to  the 
inhabitants,  without  any  tax  or  profit  to  himfdf.  ^  He  eaxi&d 
to  be  engraven  on  aU  the  veflek  which  were  for  thetifeof  tbe 
palace,   the  moft  excellent  maxims  of  morality,  that  both 
himfelf  and  his  officers  might  have  continually  before  their 
eyes  thofe  principles  by  Mi^hich  they  ought  to  fquare  didr 
conduA.    In  a  word,  he  was  fo  highly  efteemed  by  all  the 
neighbouring  princes,  that  many  of  than  readily  became  tri« 
butaries,  and  fubraitted  themfelves  to  his  empire ;  and  as  (at 
the  people,  they  filled  the  air  every-whore  with  thdr  praifer 
of  him,  and  prayers  for  him,  and  juftly  looked  upon  lum  as 
their  greateft  benefaAor,  as  a  tender  father,  and  the  author 
of  all  their  happinefs  (L).    And  when  he  died,  ^hich  was  in 

the 

(L)   This  excellent  prince  criminal,    and,  lifting  op  kis 

gave  a  fignal  proof  of  Jiis/a*  hands  to  heaven,  entreated  dit 

thierly  tendernefs,  in  the  time  Supreme  Being  to  fpare  his  fab* 

of  an  univer(al  drought,  which  jeds,  and  letihe  whol<r  weight 

lafted  feven  years,  without  one  of  his  wrath  fall  on  him  alone, 

drop  of  rain,  and  had  caufed  This  prayer  he  repeated  fix 

a  grievous  famine  aitiong  his  times,  with  the  fame  fervency; 

f^bj^As ;  when  attributing  that  and,  at  the  end  of  it,  the  kf 

calamity  to  his  own  faults,  he  became  covered  with   clouds, 

devoted  himfelf  a  vidlim  for  the  which  poured  down  a  plentiful 

welfare  of  the  people.    He  firft  and  general  rain,  and  reftorei 

/observed  a  rigorous  fall ;  then  the  earth  to  its  ufual  fruitfiihiefs 

laying  afide  the  imperial  or-  and  plenty  thro'  the  whole  em* 

^  naments,  cut  off  his  hair    and  pire  {6). 

nails,    both  which  were  then  This  famine  is  fuppoied,  by 

worn  very  long,  he  marched  fome  of  the  miffionariies,  to  he 

oat  barefoot,  in  the  guife  of  a  the  fame  which  is  mendoned 

(6)  Martini,  Ccuplet,  Du  HefJe,  ©*  aL  fup,  tittt,  Juk  CUflg-taDf. 

in 
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•di&thirtee&di  ]^ear  of  his  reign,  the  whole  empire  went  into 
Mourning,  and  every  one  lamented  for  him,  as  for  the  lofs  of 
a  parent.    His  ddei^  fon  Tay-ting  dying  before  him,  he  left    . 
the  crown  to  his  grandfon,  named 

•   U.  7At-KYAt  or  Tai-ktaw,  who,  inftead  of  treading  in  his       II. 
grandfather's  fleps,  b^n  his  reign  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  gave  Tay-kya. 
«eafon  to  fear  he  would  foon  beoDme  defpifed  and  odious  to  Ttaro/the 
Jus  fubjcfts.    To  prevent  which,  /-/«,  the  wife  and  faithfiil  t6ttcjck, 
moi&er  of  the  late  emperor,  after  feveral  frnitlefs  admoni-  » ^^^, 
tkms,  thought  fit  to  make  ufe  of  his  authority,  which  was    ^'  ^^* 
fiSH  very  great ;  and  having  in  vain  rcprefentcd  to  the  young  tt^^^y^ 
monarch  the  abufe  he  made  of  the  power,  which  heaven  had  ^T^^^l* 
intnifted  him  with,  chiefly  for  the  good  of  his  people,  made  „f„g^     * 
nfe  of  a  fliatagem,  to  recldm  him,  as  needed  all  his  great 
reputation  and  credit  to  fuf^rt  and  juftify  him  in  it. 

He  caufed  a  houfe  to  be  built  near  the,  tomb  of  the  late  hin'snoUe 
emperor,  and  (hut  up  the  young  monarch  in  it,  that  he  might  ftratagim 
hav^  time  to  refled  on  his  former  ill  conduA,  and  form  his  to  nciaim. 
fntore  one  by  the  example,  and  near  the  afhes,  of  his  excel*  ^^ 
lent  grandfather ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he  declared  himfelf 
goaidian,  both  of  the  prince  and  empire.   He  kept  him  there 
tluee  uriiole  years,  clofely  confined;   by  which  time,  iiit  frwesfuc* 
yoni^  monardh,  now  no  longer  blinded  by  the  fplendor  of  tefsfuL 
Inl  fortune,  had  made  fuch  (erious  reflexions  on  his  pafl  ill 
conduft,  and  ,on  his  want  of  thofe  virtues  that  were  requifite 
fer  the  wdl-goveming  of  fo  great  an  empire,  as  quite  con- 
vinced thofe  who  were  about  him,  that  he  was  now  a  new  , 
snan,  and  would  (leer  a  quite  oppofite  courfe.    Whereupon 

ia  Gnefis  {j)  s  but,  befides  the  more  fynchronical   with   that 

improbabili^  that  foch  cala*  which   happened    in  Da*uid*% 

mty  ihould  fpread  itfelf  fo  far  time  (9) ;   for  though  this  laft 

over  the  earth,  as  to  have  reach-  continaed  but  three  years  in 

ed  from  Eg^t  to  China  ^   the  Palefiine^  ytti^e  JewiJ^  do€Lor$ 

Chim/e  famine,    according  to  affirm,  that  it  lafted  feven  years 

them,  falls  about  the  year  be-  in  other  parts,  which  they  infer    , 

fore  Chrift  1760,  and  that  of  from  the  word<  of  the  Prophet 

Egypt  in  1 708,  according  to  the  GaJ  to  DavtJ  ( i  o J ;  but  we  fee 

mhrgnv  chronology;   and  the  no  reafon  to  fuppoCe,   that  a 

fame  will  appear  Sill  more  an-  drought  or  famine  mufl  be  felt 

tedated,  if  the  reign  of  Tauf  through  fo  vail  a  trad  of  land, 

theireighth  monarch,  be  brought  as  lieth  between  the  l/leiiter^ 

down  10  low  as  the  time  of  mtuan  and  the  eaftem  or  Chine/e 

Jojhua^  as  we  have  lately  hint-  fea. 
ed  (8),  and  will  appear  .to  be 

(7)  Cbmp,  xXupaJr,  (8)  See  hefirg,  p.  ^6%,  (9)  I  Sum,  xxK  pajl 

(xo)  Cmfen  cb»p*  xxiv.  13.  df  x  Cbnn,  sxi.  It. 

Mop.  Hist.  Vol-  Vffl.  B  b  I-in 
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I'in  vent  himfelf  to  him,  and  conduced  him  OQtdF  his  ccm- 1 
finement ;  and  having  placed  him  on  the  dirooe,  proclaimed  I 
him  emperor  a  fecond  time.    The  people,  charmed  Vith  his  I 
behaviour,  efpecially  to  that  great  minifter,  whom,  infieadof  I 
iigns  of  refentmont,   he  loaded  with  commendations,   and  1 
tokens  of  the  higheft  gradtude  and  confidence,  did  joyfully  I 
acknowlege  their  emperor,  and  bellowed  the  highdll  enoo-  I 
miums  on  him,  and  his  now  greateft  favourite  and  confideat.  I 
From  that  time  Tay-kya  followed  his  advice  in  every  thing,  I 
and  governed  with  fuch  fmgular  prudence,  that  the  tributary 
princes,  who  hac^begun  to  revolt,  gladly  returned  to  their  duty; 
and  all  the  orders  of  the  fiate  were  perfe^y  fubmiffive  to 
TtyiytVbim,  whilft  he  lived.     He  reigned  thirty-three  years,  and 
dtati.        was  fucccedcd  by  fVo-ting,  9Lno\iicr  grznd&m  of  Clnng-tang. 

III.  III.  IVO-TINC,  the  worthy  grandfon  of  the  founder  of 

Wo-ting.   this  dynafty,   was,  like  his  predeceflbr,  intircly  govenwd  by. 

"'Tear  9f  the  the  wife  counfels  of  the  faithful  l-in ;  and  being  deprived  of 

%7tb  cycle,  ^ini  by  death,  on  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  honoured  his 

B  f  Ch    °^^°^^^y  '^'^^^  *  fumptuous  funeral,  worthy  of  the  imperial 

vizo!^-  J°^^J^fty>  ^^^  ^^^  v^ft  efteem  he  had  for  fo  valuable  a  minifler. 

Hislofswas,  however,  recompenfed  by  his  fon /•/k,  whoitt- 

herited  all  his  father's  virtues  and  great  qualities,  for  which 

he  was  defervedly  advanced  to  the  fame  honours,  and  mertfied 

the  favour  and  confidence  of  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs.    JFo-ting 

reigned  twenty-nine  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brodw 

Tay-keng;  concerning  whom,  hiftory  hath  left  us  nothii^ 

but  the  years  of  their  reigns, 

IV.  IV.  7V^r-A'i:;V6?  began  his  reign  in  the  forty-feventh  yea: 
Tay-kcDg.  cycle,  and  reigned'very  peaceably  twenty-five  years. 

V.  V.  STJU'KTJ,  or  A'a-^/^ii/,  his  brother,  fucceeded  him; 
€yau  .kya.  and,  after  a  peaceable  rfiign  of  &venteen  years,  was  fucceeded 

by  his  brother, 

VI.  VI.  rONG'KI,  or  Jm-giew,  a  third  fon  of  Vo-ting,  hot 
Yong-ki.  ^^j  jjy  jh^  fg^g  mother.     In  his  reign  fome  of  the  tributary 

priaces,  refufirig  to  affift,  according  to  cuftom,  at  the  aflem- 
bly  which  the  emperors  held  from  time  to  time,  gave  him 
fome^neafmefs.     He  reigned  twelve  years,  and  left  the  cro\ra 
to  his  brother  Tay-vu, 
Vir         VII.  TAT'VUy  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  arawn,  is  rc- 
Tay-vu.  ported  to  have  been  terrified  by  fome  accident  which  happened 
7'ear  of  the  \^  the  palace  j  viz,  a  mulberry-tree  was  covered  with  leaves 
1 8/i»  cycle,  ^^^  ^..^ j ^  ^j^  feyen  days,  and  in  three  more  withered  and  died ; 
B  f^hh    ^^^  ^^^^  wheat,  fown  in  the  ground,  grew  up  into  fuUears 
164.1  ^  ^"  about  the  fame  time ;  which  that  prince  looked  upon  as 
^  '     the  forerunner  of  fome  revolution.     But^upon  his  confultii^ 
/•/«,  the  wife  fon  of  /-/»,  about  it,  was  anfwcred,  that  vir- 
tue 
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tne  was  out  of  the  reach  of  omens ;  and  that,  if  be  governed 
Jlis  people,  welly  nothing  could  endang^  his  peace  and  happi- 
hefs.     T'ay-vu  made  the  beft  ufe  of  this  wife  leflbn,  and  ap-    . 
plied  himfelf  fo  dbfdy  to  the  adminiflration  of  juftiee,  that 
he  began  to  give  audience  early  in  the  morning,  and  never 
ftirred  till  he  had  heard  all  the  parties  who  applied  to  him^ 
fts  affiduity,  and  love  of  juftice^  made  him  adored  by  the 
people,  and  be  looked  upon  as  equal  to  any  of  his  predeceHbrs ; 
fo  that  his  orders  were  all  punftually  obeyed,  and  the  tribu- 
tary princes  never  abfented  themfclves  from  the  great  aiiemblies 
convoked  by  him.     Among  others  of  his  wife  law!s,  there  is 
one  ftill  in  force  to  this  day,  that  in  every  town  a  certain 
number  of  old  people  fhould  be  n:iaintained  out  of  the  publie 
treafury.     ffc  rekned  fcventy-five  years  in  peace,  and  died  in 
the  province  of  Ho-nany  whither  he  had  removed  his  court. 
.     Vin.  CHONG'TING,  or  aung-ting,  the  fon  of  %-    vill, 
vuy  fucceeded  him ;   but  was  obliged  to  remove  his  court  Chong* 
from  the  province  of  Xan-Ji  into  that  of  Ho-nauy  arid  after-  ting, 
wards  into  that  of  Pe-che-li,  on  account  of  the  frequent  in-  TearofAi 
undauons  of  the  Whang-bo^  or  Telhw  River,     His  reign  at  ^9^bcycUg 
firft  was  peaceable ;  but  was  fince  difturbed  by  fome  <tf  the  «  55- 
inhabitants  on  the  louth  fide  of  the  river  Tang-t/e-kyang,  who      ^'^  * 
went  in  bands,  and  plundered  thfr  neighbouring  provinces ;      ^    * 
againft  whom  he  fent  a  powerful  army,  which  cut  thofe  ban- 
^  <Utd  in  pieces,  and  put  an  e^edtual  ftop  to  their  inroads  for 
the  future.     By  that  means  peace  was  again  reftored  in  his 
empire ;  but  he  did  not  long  enjoy  it,  before  he  was  fnatched 
away  by  fndden  death,  after  having  reigned  thirteen  years : 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother, 

IX.  VAY'jIN^  otVaigniy  who  reigned  fifteen  years^  and  was       JX. 
h^hly  beloved  by  his  AiDJcfts.     In  his  reign  are  f aid  to  have  Vay-jiri.- 
begun  the  wars  between  the  brother'  and  children  of  the  de-  '^^^^ft^^ 
ceafed  emperor,    which  lafted  near  260  years,  but  hiftory  ^o/^g^cAr^ 
mentions  no~  particulars  about  them.     He  was  fucceeded  by       ^' 
lis  brother, 

X.  MOrTAN-KTAf  who  was  again  obliged  to  remove  his      X. 
court  to  fome  higher  grounds  in  the  province  of  If o-nan,  on  ac^  Ho-taa-"' 
count  of  the  frequent  inundations  of  thcTellow  River,  There,  is  ^ya* 
nothing  recorded  of  him,  except  that  he  reigned  nine  years,  ^'^^^^^ 
and  left  the  crown  to  his  worthy  fon  and  fucceflbri  %^btjck^ 

XL  T'SU-TE  enjoyed  a  happy  and  peaceful  reigfi^  thro*      ^t' 
the  wife  counfels  of  one  of  his  Ko-lauSy  or  minifters,  called  xfu-ye. 
Ten,  whom,  in  gratitude,  he  rsufed  to  a  principality ;  an  ho-  Xearofthi 
Hour  till  then  never  beftowed,  except  on  the  fons  or  nephews  20/;?'  cyde^ 
of  emperors     However,  he,  ftill  retained  him  near  his  perfon,       33. 
that  he  might  confult  bhn  on  all  emergencies  j  nor  was  he  Bef.  Chr^ 

B  b  a         '  fuffered    ^i^l^ 


fnifercd  to  govern  his  little  ftate  in  perfon  till  after  that  mon- 
arch's death,  which  happened  in  the  mnetcenth  year  of  Ins 
rdgn,  when  he  was  fuccecded  his  fon, 

XII.  Xn.  TSU'SIN^  or  Zn-rw,  againftwhom  the  brethren 
Tfn-fin.  of  the  late  emperor  raifed  fuch  powerful  cabals  among  the 
'  Tuarrftbe  grandees,    that  they  well-nigh  excluded  him  from  the  fuc- 

2otb  cycUf  ceifion,  on  pretence  that  they  were  of  fitter  age  fcx  goverh- 

5^      ment  tiian  he.    Happily  for  him,  the  authority  of  the  Ko-lau 

^  ^'  r4f«  was  ftill  great  enough  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteft ;  but 

^^  it  did  not  dcftroy  the  feeds  of  ambition  which  then  reigned 

among  thofe  princes,  but  only  fupprefled  them  for  a  time. 

We  fhall  fee  them  ripen  in  fome  of  the  fubfequent  reigns,  whea 

feveral  of  thofe  princes  frequentiy  ufurped  the  crown  from 

their  nephews.    Tfu-fin  reigned  fixteen  years,  and  was  fuc* 

ceeded  by  his  brother, 

XIII.  XIII.  VO'KTA,  who  wrefted  the  crown  from  his  nephetr 
Vo-kya.  Tfu-tingy  who  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refift  him,  and  en- 
Tear  if  the  joyed  it  more  quietly  than  he  deferved.  His  defign  was,  to 
zxjl  cycliy  hayg  left  \^  (Q  j^jg  foj^ .  jjy^  jjig  Hieafurcs  were  difconcerted  bjf 

^*  the  lawful  heir,  who  afcended  the  throne  iftiimediately  after 
the  death  of  the  ufurper,  twenty-five  years  after  he  had  takcQ 
it  from  him. 

XIV.  XIV.  TSU-TING,  or  Zu-ting,  fo  well  concealed  his  re- 
Tfu-ting.  fentment  againft  his  uncle  all  the  time  he  held  the  crown 
Year  of  the  from  him,  that  he  even  infinuated  himfelf  into  his  favour  and 
zift  ryr/p,  confidence ;  andfo  wifely  concerted  his  meafures,  that,  npon 
»  r}^h  ^^^  death,  he  afcended  the  throne  witiiout  doing  the  leaft  vio- 
Bef.Lhr,   i^^^^  ^o  his  fon,  except  excluding  him.  He  governed  with  the 

^  ^*     fame  moderation  and  prudence  the  whole  time  of  his  reign; 

and,  at  his  death,  gave  a  fignal  inftance  of  his  impartial  love 

for  his  fubjefts,  in  leaving  the  choice  of  a  fucceflbr  to  his  mi* 

nifters,  in  cafe  they  judged  that  his  fon  had  not  virtue  and 

merit  to  govern  them.     He  died  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of 

his  rejgn ;  and  Was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew  Nan-keng^  the 

fon  of  Vo'kya^  who  had,  for  fome  jealoufy  or  mifdemeanour, 

been  fent  into  exile. 

XV.  XV.  NAN-KENC,  though  chofen  by  the  majority  of  the 

Nan-        court-minifters,  yet  there  was  dill  a  number  of  thofe  of  the 

\eng.        provinces  who  preferred  the  fon  of  the  late  emperor,  and  made 

Tear  of  the  2,  powerful  party  in  his  favour.     The  conteft  was  hot  and 

zzd  cycle,  y^jody  q^  ^Q^h  fides ;  but  Nan-keng,  proving  too  ftrongfor 

5-        his  rival,  kept  poflcffion  of  the  crown  whilft  he  lived,  but 

was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew,  the  fon  of  Tfu-tingy  after  he 

had  reigned  twenty-five  years. 

XVI.  XVI.  YANG'KTA  had  but  a  fliort  and  troublefome  reign, 

Vang  kya.  the  feuds  ftill  reigning  betvfc^een  the  two  parties,  and  many 

5  >f 
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of  the   tiibutary  princes  having  wthdrawn  theiF  obedience  Timrofthf 
and  being  upon  the  point  of  making  themfelves  independent,  22^  ^de^ 
which   would  have  endangered  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy.       V^* 
But  the  emperor  died  in  the  ieventh  year  of  his  reign,  and 
his  brother  Pwang^keng  feized  on  the  crown^  in  prejudice  of 
his  fbn. 

XVn.  PWANG'KENG,  though  an  ufurper,  fooH  altered,    XVU. 
by  his  "wifdom  and  valour,  the  whole  face  of  affairs,  and  re-  ^w?"g- 
ftorcd  the  cmpke  from  its  tottering  condition.  His  application  |^*"& 
herein  was  indefatigable;  he  made  the  great  Ching-tang  the  *'^tf^^* 
model  of  his  condudt,  and  revived  fundry  of  his  wife  and  **    ^    ' 
falutaiy  laws,  which  had  been  in  fome  meafure  abolifhed  by  Be/ch- 
the  negligence  of  his  predeceflbrs  ;  and  made  it  a  conftant    J^qi.  * 
rule  not  to  intruft  any  of  the  important  ports,  either  of  the 
court  or  empire,  to  any  but  men  of  the  greateft  merit  for 
wifdom  and  virtue :  for  though  he  did  not  difown,  that  his 
ambition  of  reigning  had  made  him  feize  on  the  crown  in 
vrroQg  of  his  nephew,  yet  he  took  fuch  care  that  his  example 
ihould  not  influence  others  to  the  like  treafon,  that  he  feverely , 
puniflied  every  aftion  that  had  the  leaft  tendency  to  it  in    . 
others.    This  foon  brought  all  the  tributary  princes  again  to 
their  allegiance,  and  eftabliftied  a  perfeft  tranquillity  thro'  all 
the  empire.     To  prevent  its  being  again  difturbed  by  the 
ambition  of  the  brothers,    in  prejudice  to  theic  nephews, 
which  had  for  fo  many  reigns  been  the  caufe  of  fuch  fatal 
contefts  and  bloodihed,  he  enaftcd  a  law  to  fecure  the  crown 
to  the  latter,  though  himfelf  had  no  iffue,  but  was  fucceeded 
by  a  brother.  He  commonly  refided  in  the  province  of  Shan^ 
fii  and  died  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  reign. 

XVIII.  STAU'SIN,  alias  Siao-ftn,  a  ftranger  to  his  bro-    XVIII. 
ther's  application  and  merit,  had  like  to  have  endangered  the  Syau-fin. 
empire  again  by  his  indolence  and  love  of  pleafure,  which  made  ^'^^  ^P^^ 
him  leave  the  care  of  the  government  to  his  vileft  flatterers  ;  ^3^  ^y^e, 
and  his  excefles  and  effeminate  life  had  well-nigh  deflroyed        5' 
the  peace  and  good  order  which  his  predeceflbr  had  taken  fo 

much  care  to  eftablifli  in  the  empire,  had  not  his  death  put 
an  end  to  them.  He  reigned  twenty^one  years,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  fon, 

XIX.  SrAU-YE,  or  Siao-ye.     This  prince  had  had  fuch     XIX. 
a  noble  education,  that  the  grandees,  under  whom  he  was  ^***'y^2 
brought  up,  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  proved  *^^^/^j^ 
an  excellent  emperor  :  but,  as  foon  as  he  faw  himfelf  at  the       ^.t 
head  bf  fo  great  an  empire,  he  eafily  forgot  all  the  wife  in-  ^ef.  Cbr. 
ftruftions  he  had  imbibed,  and  followed  the  pernicious  fteps     1373,  ' 
of  his  fether ;    and,    though  he  reigned  twenty-one  years, 

'   would  have  been  recorded  for  nothing  but  his  vices,  had  not 

B  b  3  ^  he 
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he  given  birth  to  a  fon  who  became,  and  is  ftill  elteemed,  one 

of  the  greateft  monarchs  that  China  ever  had. 

XX.  XX.  VU'TING  wa§  y^t  yopng  when  he  afcended  die 

Vtt-ting.    throne,  and  committed  the  care  of  the  government  to  fai$ 

Year  of  the  prime  minifter,  whilft  he  paid  the  triennial  mourning  to  his 

%li  (jcle^  father,  which  he  did  in  a  houfe  near  his  monument,  in  which 

„  54-       he  fliut  himfelf  up  clofcly,  and  all  that  time  was  imploring 

\X2L '''    ^^^^^  ^^  hlefs  him  with  fuch  virtues  as  were  fui table  to  hi^ 

"   •     '  (lation,     That  time  b^ing  expired,  he  returned  to  his  palace ; 

and  faw  foon  after,  in  a  dream,  a  man  prefented  to  him  by 

heaven  to  be  his  prime  minifter ;  whofe  features,  fhape,  6t. 

were  fo  ftrongly  imprefled  on  his  mind,  that  he  drew  an 

exa6l  portrait  of  him,  and  caufed  the  man  to  be  fought  for 

Fa-ywc,    accordingly.     Upon  a  proper  fearch,  they  found  a  man  who 

anohfcure  exaftly  anfwered  the  pifture  ;  an  obfcure  mafon,  named  Fk- 

fnafen^       ywe^  who  was  then  at  work  at  a  village  ;  and  brought  him 

^^^     .     to  court.     Here  they  afked  him  a  great  variety  of  queffions 

/  f\'^'  *"*"   concerning  government,  the  virtues  proper  for*  a  fovereign, 

'^^'        the  reciprocal  duties  of  princes  and  their  iubjefts,  the  different 

charges  of  the  empire,  6r. ;  to  all  which  he  gave  fuch  juft,^ 

The  empf'  wife,  and  excellent  anfwcrs,  as  charmed  the  whole  court.    At 

rors  length  the  emperor  addrefled  himfelf  to  him  in  words  to  this 

ffeech  to     cffeft  :  I  now  plainly  fee,  Fii-ywe,  that  you  are  the  perfon 

pirn'  whom  heaven  hath  appointed  to  affift  mc  with  your  wife  in- 

ftructions,  and  I  wholly  commit  mylelf  to  your  direction  ; 

henceforth  I  look  upon  you  as  my  father  and  guide  ;  do  you 

confider  me  as  your  pupil  and  difciple,  and  fuch  a  one  as 

earneftly  afpircs  after  the  higheft  degrees  of  wifdom  and 

virtue,  and  will  be  ever  ready  to  follow  your  wife  counfels. 

Look  upon  me  as  an  unpolifhed  glafs,  to  which  you  are  ftill 

to  give  a  greater  luftre  ;  as  a  man  in  a  ftorm  at  fca,  whofe 

pilot  you  are  to  be  j  and  as  a  barren  foil,  on  whom  you  arp 

to  beftow  the  bcft  manure  :  let  me  never  want  your  falutaiy 

admonitions  and  reproofs  ;  neither  flatter  me,  nor  fpare  my 

faults ;  that  fo,  by  your  afliftance,  and  that  of  my  miniftcrs, 

1  may  acquire  the  virtues  of  my  grandfather  Ching-tangj  and 

reftore,  in  thefe  unhappy  times,  the  peace,  order,  and  happi- 

nefs,  of  his  government, 

pUan-  flpuE  FM-j/Ty^,  proftrating  himfelf,  as  is  ufual,  before  the 

/wertothecmipO'TOX,  freely  reprefented  to  him  how  m^ch  eafier  it  was 

^mUror,     to  know  what  was  right,  than  to  purfue  It ;  and  to  procure 

good  advice,  than  to  be  governed  by  it ;  but  added,  that 

where  thofe  two  go  hand  in  hand;  a  prince  needed  not  to 

doubt  of  his  being  well  beloved  and  obeyed  by  his  fubjefts. 

W\fe  in-     He  gave  him  accordingly  a  noble  fett  of  inftruftions,  the  bcft 

firuaioni    part  of  which  are  ftill  extant  in  the  Shu-king ;  and  Vu-ting 

to  him,  proved 
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proved  fuA  a  ftrift  obfcnrer  of  them,  that  he  became  an  ex- 
cellent pattern  for  good  priaces ;  and  his  reputation,  which 
ipread  itfcif  among  the  moft  diftant  nations,  induced  feveral 
to  fubmit  themfclves  to  him.  He  reigned  quietly  and  happily 
0  fifty-nine  years,  and  was  fuccceded  By  his  fon. 

XXI.  TSU-KENG  had  a  peaceable  but  ftiort  reign  of    XXI. 
fcvcn  years,'  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother.  Tfu-keng. 

XXn.  rslAKTJ,  aftranger  to  his  father's  virtues,  be-    XXII. 
came  fo  odious  to  the  people  by  his  pride  and  debauchery,  'I'fu-kya. 
that  he  caufed  very  dangerous  commotiohs  in  feveral  parts  of  ^^^^/^j^ 
the  empire,  and  fiich  as  feemcd  to  threaten  no  lefs  than  the  ^4'^0'^'^* 
extiftftion  of  this  dynafty.     He  reigned  thirty-three  or  thirty- 
four  years  ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 

XXIII.  LIN-SIN,  who  proved  no  lefs  a  flave  to  his  lufts ;    XXIII. 
and,  to  prevent  all  interruption  of  them,  forbad  hisminifters  Lin-fin/ 
to  trouble  him  with  any  affairs  of  the  empire,  by  which  he 
ihortened  his  days ;  and,  after  a  reign  of  fix  years,  left  the 

crown  to  his  brother, 

XXIV.  KING'TING,   of  whom  nothing  is  recorded,    XXIV*. 
"but  that  he  reigned  twenty-one  years,  and  died  about  nine  King, 
years  after  the  birth  of  Fu-wang,  who  became  the  founder  ting. 

of  the  third  dynafly. 

XXV.  VU-TEy  his  fon,  fucceeded  him ;  and  proved  worfe,    XXV. 
and  more  impious,  than  any  of  his  predcceflTors  ;  and,  hav-  Vu-ye. 
ing  caft  from  him  all  fear  of  heaven,  to  deal  in  magical  expc-  Yearoftht 
riments,  in  which  he  found  himfelf  likewife  difappornted,  is  25}/'  cyde^ 
fuppofed  to  have  brought  down  the  dreadful  vengeance  which       60. 
fell  on  him,  by  his  impieties  and  blafphemies  againfl  it ;  and  ^'f-  ^^^* 
was  killed  by  thunder,  as  he  was  hunting,  in  the  fcnirth  year     "98* 
of  his  reign.     About  this  time  fome  of  the  eaftern  i/lands  Eaprn 
began  to  be  inhabited  by  colonics  fent  thither  from  Chiiin,  ijlands  c9P 
among  which  are  reckoned  thofe  of  Japan,    of  which  wis  lonied, 
(hall  fpeak  more  fully  in  the  fequel. 

XXVI.  rAT-riNG,  the  fon  of  rit/->^i?,  began  his  reign  by    XXVI. 
declaring  war  againft  a  tributary  prince,  whofe  little  ftate,  Tay-ting, 
called  Tetiy  is  in  the  province  of  Pe-che-li ;  and  Pe-kwg,  the 

now  metropolis  of  the  empire,  was  one  of  the  cities  belong- 
ing to  it.  He  reigned  but  three  years,  and  left  the  war  to 
be  finifhed  by  his  fon  and  fucceffor. 

XXVII.  TLYE,  upon  his  acceffion,  fent  one  of  his  ge-  XXVII. 
nerals,  named  ATi-Z/V,  againfl  that  revolted  prince ;  whom  he  Ti-ye. 
fubduedi  together  with  his  whole  ftate,  and  reduced  to  the  Tear  of  the 
condition  of  a  private  man.     The  emperor  was  fo  well  pleafed  ^^^^  ^y^^^» 
with  thatconque'ft,  that  he  ereftcd  that  province  into  a  prin-  .    7« 
cipality,  and  gave  it  to  his  general,  and  made  it  hereditary    ^\\^^*^* 
to  his  family.    Ty-ye  reigned  thirty-feven  years ;  and  had        ^  * 

i  B  b  4  three 
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fons  at  his  death,  two  by  a  wife  of  tbeieooiid  order,  and  die 
youngeft  by  his  emprefe ;  bat  as  this  was  thea  yoai^,  and  of 
DO  promifing  talents,  his  father  was  inclined  to  nominate  the 
elder  of  the  other  two  for  his  fucceflbr ;  but  was  qppofed  by 
the  grandees,  as  being  againft  their  laws.    They  found  after- 
wards caufe  enou|^  to  repeat  of  their  choice ;  the  young^, 
named  Ckew,  proving  a  cruel  tyrant,  \^hereas  the  ddeft  had 
'  all  the  good  qualities  requifite  for  a  fovereign. 
XXVIIL      XXVm.  CHEfi^.  jufUy  infamous  for  his  pride,  luxury 
.  Chew,      debauchery,  cruelty,  and  tyranny,  had  married  a  lady  named 
Hifcnul  Tay^kya,  the  mofl  beautiful,  but  at  the  iame  time  die  moil 
^^'        wicked  and  barbarous,  woman  in  all  the  empire;  by  whofti 
in^  /   he  was  fo  intirely  governed,  that  any  minifter,'  who  daxed 
zotti^iit  Qpp^g^  Qr  refufe  to  conform  to,  her  capricious  and  tyrannic 
•    ^*      humour,  was  immediately  driven  out  of  the  palace,  or  per^ 
Hwridex^  haps  condemned  to  death.     She  had  morepver  perfuaded  that 
€auiQns»    innituated  monarch,  that  he  muft  never  cxpcft  to  keep  his 
fubjeds  in  a  due  fubjeftion,  unlefs  he  made  himfelf  dreaded 
by  them ;  purfuant  to  which  notion,  (he  invented  a  new  kind 
of  torture,  of  which  we  have  given  an  account  in  a  fonmr 
feftion  t,  and  took  an  inhuman  delight  in  feeing  the  unhappy 
objeAs  of  her  didike  put  to  that  terrible  and  excrudatmg 
death.    Her  hu(band  was  no  lefs  given  to  cruelty  and  re- 
venge, whenever  any  thing  oppofed  his  brutiih  will  (M) :  and 
thele  executiiHis  were  fo  frequent  and  terrible,  that  n<H»  of 
his  minifters  dared  to  ^dvife  or  controul  him.     The  noble 
Veu'wang  was  the  only  one  who  had  courage  enough  to  op* 
pofe  his  inhuma^ties  ;  but  though  he  was  ftill  refpeded  by 
the  tyrant,  as  well  as  by  the  peofde,  for  his  extraordinary 
merit,  and  on  that  account  met  with  a  milder  treatment,  yrt 
was  he  fent  to  prifon  by  him,  as  a  punKhment  for  his  raih- 
pefs,  as  it  was  called,  but  in  effed  to  put  a  ilop  to  all  future 

+  See  before,  p.  176,  not.  (L). 

(M)  One  inftance  of  this  he  rage,  he  flew  her  with  his  own 
(hewed  towards  a  young  lady  hands;  and,  cutting  her  body 
of  fingular  beauty,  who  had  ^nto  fmall  pieces,  caafed  it  to  bie 
been  prefented  to  him  by  her  ferved  at  her  father^s  table.'  Ac 
father,  in  ofder  to  inunaate  the  fame  time  another  minifter, 
himfelf  into  that  vicious  men-  juftly  (hocked  at  that  unheard  of 
arch's  favour  ;  but  (he,  beiog  barbarity,  could  not  forbear  ex- 
no  lefs  virtuous  than  beautiful,  preifing  his  abhorrence  of  it  to 
refilled  his  paiTion  with  fuch  an  the  tyrant,  who  caufed  him  to 
heroic  courage,  that,  i)V  9  fit  of  .  be  put  to  death  ( 1 1  }• 

(uj  M-rtini^  fitt  Haide,  &  al.  fitf,  fittt. 

remonKlranccs 
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rcmonftrances  from  him.    Upon  the  news  of  his  imprlfea* 
jBcnt,  Che  prindpjd  fiibjefts  of  his  little  ftate  aflembled  them- 
fdves ;  and  found  means  to  regain  his  liberty,  by  prefedting 
Chew  vAxh  a  moft  beautifiil  damfel ;  whofe  charms  fo  capti- 
lated  him,  that  fhe  eafily  obtained,  his  releafe.     Fen-wang  Ven* 
lad  all  the  virtues,  learning,  and  good  qualities,  that  couQ  wang*/ 
recommend  him  to  the  Chinefe  nation  j  and  the  admirable  way  high  cba^ 
.vith  which  be  governed  bis  own  little  territory  had  gained  ^^^•^ 
Imn  fuch  reputation,  that  forty  tributary  princes  chofe  him 
for  their  fovereign,  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  put  an  ef- 
fcftual  end  to  die  e^s  that  then  reigned  through  the  em.- 
pife.     But  he  died  foon  after^  leaving  his  litde  principality 
and  riches  to  his  fecond  fon,  whom  he  preferred  to  his  ddeft, 
becaufe  he  rcfafed  to  enter  into  his  views  of  dethroning  the 
emperor.     This  prince  difcovered,  on  this  occafion,  a  pecu- 
liar greatnefs  of  foul ;  and,  without  either  complainings  or  ///j  ntire* 
faying  any  thing  that  might  caft  a  diftionour  on  lus  father's  ment. 
memory,  retired  beyond  the  river  Xang-tje-kyang,  near  the 
borders  of  Se-chwen^  and  there  founded  the  two  kingdoms 
of  ru;^  and  Hu. 

In  the  mean  time  Chew  and  his  wife  beconung  daily  more  bwitid  t$ 
odious  and  intolerable  by  their  tyranny  and  horrid  butcheries,  thgcronvn. 
jhe  priiKres  and  grandees  intreated  Fu-vang  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  and  give  the  tyrant  battle,  promifing  to 
aflift  him  with  what  forces  he  wanted.     Both  he  and  Chew 
made  all  poffible  hafte  to  raife  a  powerful  army,  and  the  fori- 
mcr  met  the  latter  with  a  much  more  numerous  cMie  ;  but,  ajs   - 
foon  as  the  fignal  was  given,  the  greateft  part  of  them  went 
over  to  Vu'wang.    Chew^  feeing  himfelf  thus  abandoned^ 
fled  in  defpair  to  his  capital ;  and,  entering  into  his  apartment, 
fetfire  to  it ;  and,  though  all  the  pains  jvere  taken  to  prevent 
its  fpreading,  it  bnrtlt  with  fuch  fury,  that  half  of  the  palace 
was  reduced  to  afties  before  it  could  be  exringuifhcd.     Thi? 
was  the   dreadful  fate  of  the  unhappy  Chew^  in  the  thirty; 
third  year  of  his  reign,  and  with  him  the  fecond  dynaAy« 
The  fuccefsful  Fu-vjang  entered  the  palace  like  a  conqueror  ; 
where  the  firft  objeft  that  prefented  itfelf  to  him  was  the  cm- 
prefs  Ta-kyay  whom  he  flew  at  one  blow  with  his  own  fword. 
He  was  immediately  after  acknowleged  and  proclaimed  empe^  Founds  m 
ror  by  the  princes  and  grandees,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  Hat  imu  i^r-* 
people,  and  became  the  fouijder  of  the  third  dynafly  f*  »«/>• 

t  See  the  lifts  of  them.  p.  7.  and  372. 
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tnd  there  found  it  recorded  how  Chew-kang  had  fredy  ofiert 

bncalUd*  hk  own  life  to  heaven»  to  fave  that  of  his  father;,  upon  whid 

quite  aihamed  at  his  unjuft  fufpicion  of  him»  be  went  in  perfo 

to  his  retreat,  and.  with  tears,  intreated  him  to  refome  his  foe 

tter  poll,  and  affift  him  with  his  falutary  coanfek.  Chew-kang 

foftened  by  his  behaidonr,  confented  to  his  reqneft ;  and,  froi 

that  time,  gave  him  daily  fre(h  proofs  of  his  fidelity  to  bin 

Jmtmffiis  and  zeal  for  the  public  wel&re.    The  young  monarch's  repa 

fmtjrom    ution  fpread  to  fuch  a  degree,  by  his  adhering  to  the  in 

fifn^nnm-  ftrnAions  of  his  unde,  that  the  king  of  CocUn-China  fent  ha 

"""'  ambafladors,  vdth  rich  prcfents,  to  congratulate  him  on  U 

having  afubjeft  of  fo  extraordinary  merit  as  ^Anu-^^/i^;  wh 

were  received  with  the  greateft  marks  of  cfteem  and  friciH 

fliip,  and  fent  home  loaden  with  tokens  of  his  generofity  (0 

That  gr^t  minifter  died,  highly  admired  both  at  home  ao 

abroad,  in  the  looth  year  of  his  age,  and  die  2oth  c^  Ching 

van£*s  reign ;  and  that  prince,  to  (hew  his  gradtude  to  him 

cauled  him  to  be  buried  near  his  own  father's  tomb,  and  wit 

the  fame  funeral  pomp  as  was  ufually  performed  to  empcron 

He  oudived  him  feventeen  years,  and  governed  with  grea 

ir/»f /^r- moderation  and  applaufe ;  and,  fome  time  before  his  deatll 

^'^'  forbad  the  ufe  of  wine,  at  a  folcmn  aflcmbly  of  the  ftates 

alleging,  that  that  liquor,  being  the  gift  of  heaven,  ought  onl 

to  he  ufed  at  thofe  facri/tces  which  are  offered  up  to  it ;   other 

wife  it  f  roves  the  caufe  of  almoft  all  the  evils  which  happen 

upon  the  earth.    He  reigt^  thirty-fcven  years,  and  left  th 

crown  to  his  fon! 

Irt.  III.  KANG-VANG,   finding  the  empire  in  a  profouiM 

J^*ag-      tranqnillity,   made  it  his  chirf  ftudy  to  govern  his  peopl 

^^^'    ,  with  mildnefs,  and  to  make  them  happy.     It  was  one  of  hi 

r^'v*  favourite  maxims,  that  the  joy  of  a  prince  depended  on  thd 

^^^6o^     wW^*  reigned  among  hisJidjeSls ;  and  that  he  ought  not  to  tek 

tif.Chr.  ^ P^^f^^  'y^hen  they  were  in  di/irefs.    He.  took  dpedt 

107s. 


(O)   We  ait  told,  that,    at  fea-compafs,  whence  fome 

their  aadtence  ef  leave,  Cbrw-  dude  that  the  prime  miniftfi 

kmig  prefented  them  with  an  in-  was  the  inventer  of  it.    W 

firmnent^  which  on    one  fide  have  already  (hewn  in  their  a 

pointed  to  the  north,  and  on  the  tient  hillory  ( 1 3),  that  that  i 

other  to  the  ibuth,  that  tbey  vention  is  afcribed  to  their  thin 

might  better  fteer  in  their  way  monarch  IVhang-ti  i  but  with 

home,  than  they  had  done  in  littl^  probability,   there  bein 

coming  to  China.    This  inftru-  great  reafon  to  think  that  it ' 

ment  was  called  Cht-nan,  which  of  much  later  datef  • 
name  the  Chinefe  give  to  the 

(13)'  Sti  Univ.  Hf^  vf/, ».  ^  i9o#  tifif*     t  W»/n^  ^  100,  (E). 

•  "  ht 
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deBght  in  prdmotifag  Agriculture^  the  care.of  whfch  he  com? 
mitted  to  one  of  his  hiinifters,  named  Chau-kong ;  whilft  hkn- 
felf  would  fit  under  a  willow-tree,  to  decide  the  difput^  that 
arofe  among  the  hufbandmen.  In  his  reign,  fo  great  a  regard 
is  faid  to  have  been  had  to  promifes,  that  prifoners  were  let 
out  every  morning  to  till  the  land,  and  regularly  came  back 
to  their  prifon  at  night,  according  to  their  parole.  He  reigned 
twenty-fix  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 

IV.  CHAU^VANG,  alias  Chaus^  whowas  fo  exceffivelyfond     IV. 
of  hunting,  that  he  n^lefted  every  tlung  eHe ;  infomuch  that  Chaui 
the  damage  which  the  fubjefts  fuffered,  by  his  horfes  and  T?*^B* 
dogs,  and  the  vaft  train  of  huntfmen  that  always  attended    g  f^  / 
him,  and  ofte^  deftroyed  their  whole  crop,  was  become  in-  ^  * ^^^  ^' 
fupporcable.    No  kind  of  remonftrances  had  been  wanting  to  ^^^  qj^^ 
obtain  a  redrefs;   but  all  proved  ineffcftual;   and  he,  at     1302/ 
length,  became  fo  odious  to  them,  that;  in  a  kind  of  defpair, 

they  refolved  to  put  an  end,  at  once,  both  to  his  fports  and 
to  his  life,  by  fuch  a  ftratagem  as  (hould  not  eafily  be  difco- 
vered.     They  had  often  obferved,  that  he  ufed,  on  his  re- 
turn from  hunting,  to  crofs  a  large  river  wich  runs  through 
the  province  of  Xen-ft^  and  to  have  his  barges  waiting  to 
Waft  him  over  to  the  city  of  Hang-chew  ;  upon  which,  they 
prepared  one  that  was  fo  built,  as  to  fall  into  pieces  as  foon  as 
it  was  got  about  half  way  over.     The  emperor  entered  it,  ac-  ^ronvned 
cording  to  cuftom,  with  fome  of  his  grandees;  and  had*J'^A** 
icarce  reached  the  middle  of  the  river,  when  the  planks  fell  '«^«»* 
afunder  at  once,  and  the  veflel  and  paflcngers  went  down  to 
the  bottom.     Thus  perifhed  that  unhappy  prince,   in  the 
fifty-firft  year  of  his  reign  (P),  and  was  fucceed/ed  by  his  fon. 

V.  MO'VANGy  or  Mgus^  was  a  prince  of  fuch  excellent      V, 
qualities,  as  foon  gained  him  the  love  of  his  fubjefts,  and  Mo-vangi 
made  them  wink  at  one  remarkable  failing  he  had,  viz.  an  ^earoftte 

29/^  cycle, 

/  (P)  The  Cbinefe  annals  men-  not  mentioned) ;  and  feme  other       '/[; 

^on    feveral    portents    which  fuch  ftrange  phaenomena.  ^'f-  ^^' 

feemed  to   foretel   that   mon-        However,  we  are  told,  that     >ooH 

^ch^s  fatal  end  ;  fuch  as,  an  in  this   monarches   reign  was 

extraordinary    overflow   of    a  born  the  InJian  philofopher  Fo^ 

deep  well  belonging  to  the  pa-  mentioned  in  a  former  fedion 

Iftce  ;  and  a  much  brighter  and  (14),  the  founder  of  the  Bonzaic 

longer  appearance  of  the  moon  and  idolatrous  fedt  which  was 

fhovc  the  horizon,  and  its  dart-  afterwards  introduced  into  Chi- 

^%  a  long  fiery  ray  like  the  tail  na^  together  with  his  dbdlrine  of 

^^  a  comet,  as  far  as  the  fign  the  foul^s  tranfmigration,  about 

^'0  (but   the  moon's  place  is  65  year^  after  ChriA  (15). 

.(14)  Sfthe/»re,p,  loS/fef /^,  fti)  Vid.  I^oel,  Cwtltt,  Mar^ 

t^ni^  Du  U^ldt,  9  i^Lfuh  CJbau. 

extravagant 
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ntrtvagant  fondnefs  for  borfes  (Q^).    Ifis  fuccefs 

fome  of  his  barbariaa  fubjefts  on  the  foudiem  part,  who 

revolted,  and  who  were  defeated  by  Us  troops  under 

•ommand  of  his  general  Kau-fu^  encoun^[ed  him  to  torn 

^£toriou9  arms  againft  the  Tartars.     This  proje£l  was  i 

vain  oppofed  by  his  fon-in-law,  who  reprefcnted  to  him  th 

nnreafonable  injuftice  and  ill  conTequences  of  it ;  fbr  that  prianl 

went  on  with  it,  and  advanced  with  a  powerful  army  agaiaftj 

them^  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Tartary;  whiUt  ^TaHon, 

who  were  apprifed  of  his  march,  retired  as  far  back  as  \ 

heart  of  their  country,  with  their  tents  and  cattle ;  ib  i 

Mo-vangf  finding  no  enemies  to  fight  with,  was  forced 

come  back,  after  having  &tigued  and  impaired  his  armyivlik 

long  and  difficult  mar^yes;  which  made  him  take  up  a  Ml 

refolution  never  to  undertake  any  thing  of  that  kind  witfaoll 

his  approbation.    He  reigned  fifty-five  years,  and  wa$  kt^ 

ceeded  by  his  fon. 

VI.  VI.  KONC'VJNG  began  his  reign  with  fuch  an  uqMI 

Kong-      of  cruelty,  as  would  have  eternally  blafted  his  fiune,  if  siH 

'JV^^'/    ,   pentance  had  not  made  fuch  a  change  in  his  mind,  that  Iv 

Tear  of  the  became  one  of  the  mildeft  and  jufteft  princes.    It  had  belt 

^otbcjcu,  j^^  cuftom  frequently  to  walk  by  the  fide  lof  a  lake  in  tta 

Bef.  Cbr,  country  of  Mye^  where  at  thcfe  times  multit;udes  ck  beant^ 

946.  '  maidens  ufed  to  make  their  appearance.  He  fingkd  out  ^' 

Bis  cruel-  of  the  moft  agreeable  to  his  ufte,  and  fell  id  love  with  t 

iy  and  re-  but  they,  apprehending  the  danger,  nb  loiiger  appeared 

morfe.        that  walk  among  the  reft.     Upon  which,  the  enraged 

arch,  imagining  that  the  country-people  had  conveyed 

away,  to  prevent  their  falling  a  facrifice  to  his  paflioa,  or< 

them  all  to  be  n>aflacred.     However,  the  remorfe  he  fek 

his  excefs  of  pailion,  and   the  juftice  and  mildnels  of 

remainder  of  his  reign,  eafily  obliterated  his  crime,  and 

has  been  ranked  among  fome  of  their  beft  monarchs  m 

fince.    He  reigned  twelve  years,  and  kft  the  crown  10  Ui 

fon.  .  » 

(Q^)  1^5  great  foible  was,  to  and  near.     However^  b^to4 

make  a  magnificent  appearance  care  to  cover  thefe  freqacnt  tfl 

beforehisfubjcdls,  and  to  ramble  pompous    excuriions  with  tM> 

from  one  part  of  the  empire  fpccious-  pretence  of  fathdr 

to  the  other  with  a  vaft  retinue  of  tendemefs  for  his  fobjcfts,  aw 

men  on  horfeback,   and  fpared  under  the  name  of  vifitiDgin 

00  pains  nor  coil  to  have  the  moftdiftant  proviaces(t6). 
£neit  horfes  brought  to  him  fax 

.   {16}  yU.  Noel,  Cou^Itt,  Martifii\  ^u  BgUt,  AT  «/.  jU  Maui  Q  Ni-^tH' 

VII.  rE* 
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Vn.  rE'VANG,  alias  Is,  did  nothing,  during  a  reign  of     VII. 
rwrenty-five  years,  worth  being  recorded  ;  ^nd  his  name  had  Yc-wang, 
long  ago  been  buried  in  oblivion,  had  not  his  follies  afforded  Y^aroftht 
matter  of  ridicule  to  fome  of  the  fatyrifts  of  that  age,  and  3o^^.^*^»- 
rendered  him  defpicable  to  pofterity.    His  want  of  merit  gave      ^^* 
his  brother  an  opportunity  of  feizing  the  crown  from  his  chil- 
dren, and  placing  it  on  his  own  head* . 

VIII.  HTAU'VANG,  Tgau-wang,  or  Hiaus,  though  an     VIIIJ 
nftirper,  had  addrefs  enough  to  keep  himfelf  on  the  throne,  Hyaa- 
and  gain  the  afFeftions  of  the  people.    He  was,  however,  fo  wang. 
extremely  fond  of  fine  horfes,  that  he  raifed  an  obfcure  fd-  ^'^^r^^^ 
low,  named  Fi-Jhu,  to  the  dignity  of  niafter  of  the  horfe,  i^*^^^^^ 
merely  for  his  fuperior  (kill  in  breeding,  breaking,  and  ma^  nef?Chr 
naging,  them ;  and,  bemg  one  day  highly  delighted  with  his    ^^i.  ' 
dexterity  in  nding,  he  bellowed  on  him  a  principality  in  the 
province  of  Shen-Ji^  which  is  the  more  worth  obferving,  be- 

caufc  one  of  his  defcendants  became  afterwards  the  founder 
of  the  next  dynafty,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  i&mily  to  which 
he  owed  his  advancement.  He  reigned  fifteen  years,  and  was 
fuccceded  by  his  fon  (R). 

IX.  I'WANG^  alias  Is,  was  a  prince  of  fo  little  fenlc,      IX. 
addrefe,  or  capacity,  tliat  he  hardly  knew  how  to  fp^k  to  I-wang. 
his  minifters,  or  give  an  anfwer  to  their  queftions ;  and  could  '^^oroftht 
not  be  prevailed  upon  either  to  give  audience  to  foreign  am-  31^  O'"'* 
bafladors,  or  receive  the  ufual  homage  of  his  tributary  princes.      .  ^^  • 
He  reigned  fifteen  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fpn. 

X.  L  /-  VANG,  or  Uevj,  proved  fuch  a  proud,  cruel,  and  ex-       X. 
travagant  prince,  that  he  foon  reduced  his  fubjefts  to  the  loweft  Li-Tang.' 
mifery  by  his  continual  exaftions,  which  he  as  lavifhly  fpent ;  Ytarofth% 
infomuch  that  nothing  was  heard  but  complaints  and  lamenta-  %^fi  O'^^'* 
tions  among  the  people,  and  threatening  manifeftoes  among      *®' 
the  grandees.  Thefe  only  increafing  his  rage  and  jealoufy,  he  ^^'^  ^'''' 
caufed  ftridl  fearch  to  be  made  after  the  authors  of  them  ;  and  ties^dtx\ 
^  the  fame  time  forbad  the  people,  under  pain  of  death,  t#  *^^^^^'* 
wiiverfe,  or  even  whifper,  to  each  other ;  fo  that  ncHhing  was.^^'^ 
feen  in  his  metropolis  but  men  Ihunning  each  other,  and  walk-  ^^^'^J^  . 
ing  in  mournful  filence  with  their  eyes  fixed  to  the  ground.  At  ff^^^^* 
length  one  of  his  moft  faithful  minifters,  named  Chau-kong^ 

took  the  liberty  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  not  placed  on  the 

(R)  In  his  reign  there   fell  mage;  it  was  likewife  accpm* 

luch  prodigious  large  hailftones,  panied  with  fuch  unufual  and 

that  they  killed  both  men  and  violent  cold,    that    the  rivers 

«fts,  and  did  cojAfiderable  da-  were  frozen  by  it  (17). 

(17)  NhI,  Couffitt,  Martini,  Vu  Halde,  &  aL/Mi  Hiauu 

throne 


dirtMietomakehisfubjedhimrerable;  thatitwas  nmcheafid 
to  tkop  an  impetuoits  torrent,  than  to  reftrain  tbdr  tonguci 
which  only  increafed  the  violence  of  thdr  reientment ;  aa 
that  the  iilence  he  had  impofed  upon  them  ieoned  to  forebode 
fomething  more  dreadful  and  dangerous  than  the  liberty  tfaq 
had  of  complaining. 
Biifimij     This  tyrannic  edi£(  lafted  three  full  years,  when  the  fs^ 
m^jF»nd.  pie^  driven  at  length  into  defpak,  ru(hed  like  a  fudden  tor- 
rent into  his  palace,  and  murdered  all  the  imperial  £anally,  Oe* 
cept  the  tyrant,  who  had  but  juft  time  to  efcape  their  fury  bf 
ffight;  and  his  youngeft  fon,  whom  the  faithful  Chau-img^ 
md  fecretly  conveyi^  to  his  own  houfe.    It  was  not  loi^ 
however,  before  the  enraged'  multitude  were  apprifed  of  i^ 
who  on  a  fudden  bellied  the  houfe,  and  with  Item  menaoei 
Chan-      demanded  the  prince  of  him*    Chau-kongy  fedng  them  fi>  ifr 
kong!/     folute  that  his  authority  could  not  reflxain  them  from  forcfl| 
Jurfrijing  their  way  in,  after  a  fevcrc  c<»flift  between  nature  and  bf 
loyal tf.      sdty,  deUvered  up  his  fon  to  them  inftead  of  him,  whom  tfaq| 
inhumanly  butchered  before  his  face.    He  tried  afterwards  df 
poffible  means  to  reconcile  them  to  their  fugitive  prince,,andt» 
re-eflablUh  him  on  the  throne ;  but  never  could  perfuade  them 
Li-vang^  to  it,  fo  that  it  continued  vacant  for  £»me  years,  whilft  li- 
tanijbment'iuang  was  forced  to  live  an  obfcure  and  miferable  life,  after 
0ttid  deaths  he  lud  reigned  thirty-eight  years,  and  wandered  in  exile  about 
thirteen  more. 
XI.  XI.  SWEN'WANG,  or  Si-ven,  at  length  fucceeded  hfi 

Swen*      father  by  the  interefl  of  his  generous  preferver,  who  was  tiKft 
^^fr       at  the  head  of  affairs  j  and  took  care  to  inform  the  people  If 
^    y    what  means  the  right  heir  to  the  crown  had  been  faved  frin 
ja«  ^«»  ^^  common  (laughter,  and  how  worthy  he  was  of  the  crom 
tif.  Chr*  ^^  which  heaven  feemed  to  have  miraculoufly  prefer ved  bia^ 
$27.  *  ^^  ^'^^y  ^^  length  confented  to  it ;  and,  as  he  was  ftill  \a^ 
young  to  govern,  Cbau-kang,  and  another  equally  worthy  aa- 
nifter,  were  appointed  his  governors ;  and  theie  two  fo  bUh 
fully  acquitted  themfelves  of  their  important  truft,  that  the 
'  young  prince,  who  was  no  lefs  obfervant  of  their  inlfauAioiis,. 

gave  them  fufficient  proofs  of  his  being  every  way  wcwthy  of 
holding  the  reins  of  the  empire  by  that  time  he  came  cf 
:ige ;  infomuch  that  he  is  celebrated  in  hiftory  as  the  reftorer 
of  the  happy  times  when  the  great  Tu  and  ding -tang  filkd 
the  Chine/e  throne. 
Jifcaih  One  of  his  firft  cares  was,  to  recall  all  the  wife  and  gooJ 

the  fhilo'  men  and  philofophers,  who  had,  during  the  late  reign,  re- 
[olhirs,      tired  into  the  mountainous  and  defart  parts,  to  be  mov^ 
leifure  for  ftudy,  and,  by  his  mildnefs  and  generofity,  to  fix 
them  near  his  perfon.    By  thefe  means  he  became  fo  higUf 

admired 
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•admired  for  his  virtues  and  mild  government,  that  the  tribur  Reflores 
:|ary  princes  took  a  fingular  delight  to  pay  him  their  homage,  the  empire 
and  to  learn  from  him  how  to  rule  their  refpeftive  little  ftates,  ioitsgran^ 
i^nd  all  tjie  members  of  the  ftate  were  by  degrees  brought  to  ^^*''- 
ttbeir   antient  order  and  (ubordination.     He  likewife  quelled 
•fome  of  the  fouthern  nations  who  are  divided  from  China  by 
^the  river  Tang-tfe-kyang^  and  had  taken  the  advantage  of  the 
•late  troubles  to  plunder  feveral  of  the  Chinefe  provinces,  and 
jforced  tbem  to  fubmit  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  em- 
ipire.     He  reigned  forty-fix  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
•fon* 

;      XII.  YEWWJNG,  alias  Jew,  jeus,  inftead  of  thofe  good     XIL    ' 
^qualities  for  which  his  father  was  fo  juftly  adn^ired,  indqlgcd  Vcw- 
^l^mfelf  in  feveral  vices,  which  not  only  rendered  him  contempti-  wang, 
;ble,  but  odious  to  his  fubje<^s,  and  brought  on  a  feries  oi'^f^rofth 
j|great  troubles,  which  ended  in  his  ruin.  A  fplenctic  concubine  S^^O'^^* 
yaamed  Pau-tfe,  or  Pao-fua^  with  whom  he  was  moft  pafSon-      ^ 
iiately  in  love,  feems  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  all  his  mif-  His  fatal 
Lfortunes,  for  whofe  worthlefs  fake  he  put  away  hts  emprefs,  ^^  for  a 
^\and  diiinherited  his  lawful  heir,  who  both  went  aiad  took  re-  (ohodfine^ 
|«fuge  at  the  court  of  his  uncle,  who  had  a  fmall  principality 
^  in  the  province  of  Shen-Ji,     Many  other  things  that  infatu* 
^'  ated  monareh  condefcended  to  do,  to  divert  her  fpleen,  which,  . 
^  though  not  equally  unjuft,  were  no  lefs  ridiculous  and  un- 
worthy of  him ;  but  one,  in  particular,  which  coll  him  his 
>life  and  crOwn. 

\     He  was  then  at  war  with  the  Weftern  Tartars  ;  and  h?id  Method  9f 
j»gjven  exprefs  orders,  that  whenever  the  foldlers  faw  the  fires  di<perting 
jj^hted,  they  fhould  immediately  arm  themfelves,  and  attend  her. 
p,-his  perfon ;  and,  to  divert  his  miftrefs,  ordered  that  fignal, 
^' which  ought  ijever  to  be  ufed  but  in  .cafe  of  neceflity,  to  be 
^  frequently  ufed  without  any  other  occafion  than  to  fet  her 
.a  lau^ng  at  the  hurry  flie  faw  the  foldief s  in,  and  the  fur- 
prife  and  diilike  they  ftiewed  at  being  fo  often  falfely  alarmed* 
^r  Whilft  he  entertained  her  with  this  odd  and  dangerous  diver- 
y,iion,  he  had  fent  pofitive  orders  to  his  brother  to  bring  him 
,'back  his  fon,  who  had  taken  (anftuary  with  him  ;  and  that 
,  prince  refufing  to  obey,  unlefs  the  young  prince  was  declared 
lawful  heir  to  the  empire,  Teiv-wang  declared  war  againft 
•him ;  and  he,  not  being  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  his  forces, 
'  went  and  joined  the  Tartars,  and  in  the  night-tinie  attacked 
the  imperial  camp.     The  fiies  were  immediately  lighted,  to  Cojis  him 
give  the  fignal  to  the  foidiers;  but  they  had  been  io  oh^n  his  lift  and 
.  deceived  by  it,  that  they  looked  upon  it  as  the  old  game  be-  emfire, 
•  gun  afrefli,  to  give  new  diverfion  to  his  concubine  j  lb  that 
,    Mod*  flisT.  Vol.  VIII.  Cc  th«. 
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the  Tartars  eafily  forced  the  camp,  and  made  duaniHti 
mailers  of  the  field.  The  emperor  loft  his  life,  after  he  bl 
reigned  eleven  years ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 

XIII.  XIII.  PING-WANG,  though  heir  to  the  crown,  was  q( 
Ping-  in  a  condition  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  confufion  that  then  rdgivl 
wang.  nor  to  the  ravages  which  the  Tartars  committed  wberMi^ 
Tearoftht  j^ey  came ;  but,  inftead  of  defending  his  own  dcmuaioil 
lldqfcle,  removed  his  refidence  fiirther  off  from  the  province  oiSbaf 

to  that  of  Ho'fian';  which  plainly  appeared  to  be  doneoiai 
to  fecure  his  own  perfon,  than  his  emfMre,  againft  his  vifi^ 
China  /«-  rious  enemy ;  and  thislaid  the  foundation  for  new  troubias 
'viaJed  by   for,  though  the  tributary  princes  joined  their  forces  agaia|| 
the  Tar-    the  enemy,  and  aftually  drove  them  back,  and  recovered  di^ 
tars.         territories  they  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of,  yet  thekii^ 
of  TJin  and  tVey,  who  were  in  the  confederacy,  and  had% 
nalized  themfelves  againft  thofe  invaders,  made  no  fcrujdef 
claim  an  abfolute  pofleffion  of  thofe  territories,  by  way  df 
conqueft  ;  and  refufed  to  pay  homage  to  the  emperor,  uodv 
Several     pretence  that  he  had  lent  them  no  aSiftance.    Their  exaffi|ik 
indipend'   was  followed  by  feveral  other  tributary  princes,  parficuta^f 
int  king'   |,y  the  kings  of  7J5,  Tfu,  and  TJin,  who  became  the  foofldw. 
^T"^"!/^'  ^*  '^^^  confiderable  kingdoms  ;  the  firft  in  the  foutheni  poit 
MiT       ^^  *^  province  of  ^hang-tong,  the  fecond  in  thofe  of  Bir 
vutr^'      m^^S  ^^^  ^y^^S'fii  ^^  ^^c  third,  in  that  of  Shen-fi.  Thdl} 
tnongthem.  three,  looking  upon  themfel^ces  as  indcpend^it,  followed  ail|f 
the  diftates  of  their  apbition ;  and,  by  mutual  wars,  fou^ 
only  to  enlarge  their  territories,  and  plunder  thofeoftheffl 
neighbours.     The  emperor  tried  in  vain  to  interpQfeiusi|>,| 
thority,  and  to  oblige  them  to  live  at  peace.    Th^y  defpM  | 
his  orders  ;  and  ftill  went  on  with  their  wars,  which  were  not  i 
at  an  end  in  the  time  of  the  great  Confucius^  whofe  hifiaj : 
begins  here.  ! 

PING'WANG  reigned  fifty-one  years,  and  wasfucceedJ  ! 
by  his  brother's  fon. 

XIV.  XIV.  WHAN'WANG,  alias  Van,  afcending  the  throoeit 
Whan-  this  difficult  junfture,  tried  in  vain,  at  firft  by  gentle  iDeiift 
wang.  \  and  afterwards  by  force  of  arms,  to  reduce  ,the  tribaWJ 
Year  of  the  princes  to  their  obedience.  His  army  having  been  defeat^ 
lldcycUy  g^^  ^j^j  himfelf  wounded,  he  was  forced  to  content  himiiJf 

59"  with  preferving  thofe  provinces  which  were  ftill  fubjcft  » 
him.  He  reigned  twenty-three  years,  and  was  fucGededbf  | 
his  fon.  \ 

XV.  XV.  CHWANG'W-ANG,  alias  Chuang,  was  raifedtotliP  I 
Chwang-  throne,  contrary  not  only  to  the  will  of  his  father,  who  bad  I 
wang,      named  Kew,  the  fon  of  one  of  his  concubines,  for  his  /o^*  I 

^      •         ^  .  cefforj 
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peSx,  but  to  the  good  liking  of  Ceversi  of  Us  lAinHlers  {^yYearoftb^ 
Ktm  had  Aill  a  ftrong  party  on  his  fide,  and  with  them  formed  Wh  cycU^ 
${dot  of  aflaflinating  him  \  which,  diough  not  difcoyer^d  till  ^^^ 
1|uree  years  after,  was,  nevertbridTs,  difeomfited,  by  the  vi^^ 
of  the  grandee  mentioned  in  the  laii  note;  who 
_  feat  for  the  chief  confiumtor,  under  {H^tenceof  con-^ 
siting  him,  caufed  him  to  be  privately  ffaibbed.  However^ 
ttoogh  his  deaths  and  J&w's  flWht,  which  immediately  foU 
Wed,  fecured  the  croWn  to  CXang<vangy  yet  the  revolted 
fHaces  continued  ftiU  independent  from  him)  and  that  of 
l^i  beuig  chiefly  gcnremed  by  his  prime  minifter,  had  intereft 
enough  at  the  imperial  court  to  engage  the  majority  of  the 
ivitttfters  to  alter  the  fuccef&on  in  favour  of  li-vang,  his 
ttear  relation,  after  the  emptor's  death,  which  happened 
:  ftkne  years  after.  Chtmg-'wdng  reigned  tifte^  years,  and  wad 
i(cordkigly  fucceeded  by  him,  in  prejudice  to  that  emperor'^ 
nephew,  to  whom  the  right  belonged. 

.;.  Xyi.  LhVAtfC^  from  a  tributary  prince,  being  raifed  to    XVL 
^  imperial  crown,  by  the  intereft  ^  W^mg^hing^  the  king  LLvang; 
iF  7fiy  above^mendoned,  did  cafily  cqtdude  aU  the  relations  tei^tftbt 
^  Ae  late  emperor  fircMU  it :  for  that  tributary  prince  wds,  !^  34^  ^^K 
ib^  time,  become  fo  powerful,  that  he  had  enlarged  his  ter^      37* 
'#>rles,  at  the  coft  of  his  neighbours  on  both  fides,  and  to 
tte  no  fmall  prejudice  of  the  royad  authority,  which  was,  ifr 
^Ixbe  meafure,  eclip(ed  by  his  overgrown  power.    He  at 
^Jngth  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  mlxmt  \o  himfelf  the  title  , 

'^Ptf,  that  is,  chief  of  all  the  othet  prinoeS)  and  was  ac- 
^iaowfcgpdJ  as  fuch  by  the  greater  part  of  them*    This  title, 
%owever,  wMch  others  Hkewife  afTumed,  was  at  tength  abcr- 
#(hed,  after  it  had  laftcd  about  100  ycar^.    As  to  U-vangt  . 
'  h  was  forced  to  be  paitiVe,  not  daring  to  difoblige  the  king 

'  '  (S)  This  was  done  at  the  imperid  authority,  which  was 

icprefentadon  of  one  of  the  in  too  tottering  a  condition, 

xgnadees,  of  great  authority  at  and  rather  wanted  to  be  more 

\Vmt\  who ' Jalily  obferved  to  firongly  propped,  than  to  be 

i  them  the  ill  confequences  which  endangered  by  fuch  a  deadly 

fochaninjttiiice  to  the  lawful  fhock.  l^he  reft  of  the  grandees, 

Mir  might  bring  on  the  empire  and  miniHers,  readily  agreed  to 

tt  ^at  jun£lore, ,  and  which  his  whoifome  advice ;  and  that 

i&Qft  of  neceflity  end  in  a  civil  faithful  minifler  kept  fach  a 

''^ar ;  to  which  he  added  far-  watchful  eye   over   the  rcbrt 

thcr,  that  fuch  a  pefcrcnce  of  JKw,  that  he  difcoVered  and 

the  fon  of  a  concubine  to  the  defeated  his   plot  againil  the 

kwfal  fon  and  heir,  coold  not  emperor,  before  it  coold  be  pat 

fau  of  giving  a  fatal  blow  to  the  in  execution  (18). 

(l8)  Kfrff  Wo*/,  Cwflet,;  Martini^  Dm  ffaUi,  ^  gi  f  h  Cbaani. 


of  TJit  to  whom  he  owed  the  crown  i  and,  after  a  fliort  rei^ 
of  five  years,  kft  it  to  bis  fon. 
XVIL        XVII.  WHET-WANG,  alias  Eoey,  reigned  very  peaccaWj 
Whey-    the  firft  fix  years ;  but  was,  at  length,  attacked  by  the  Tar- 
wang.    iars,  who  inhabit  the  north  part  of  Shan^fi\  againil:  whom 
YtaroftU  jj^  f^jjj  jjjj  anny,  under  the  command  of  the  king  of  Tfi    TMs 
l^h  cycUf  pj.jxjce  came  upon'  them  while  they  were  bcfieging  the  dty  oE 
^*'       Tay-tong-fA,  forced  their  camp,  and  put  them  to  the  rout, 
rather  by  a  fuperftidous  panic,  which  had  feized  them,  tfaaa 
any.fuperiority,  either  of  ftrength  or  ground.    However,  this 
vi^ry,  and  the  truft  which  the  emperor  repofed  in  him, 
gave  him  fuch  an  afcendant,  that  he  wanted  nothing  but  the 
imperial  tkle ;  and  his  ambition  was  fuch,  that  he  woald  have 
made  no  fcruple  to  have  dethroned  him,  had  he  not  had  caufe 
to  apprehend,  that  the  other  princes,  who  were  his  equals, 
would  have  oppofed  his  defign.     Whey-wang  reigned  twenty- 
five  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 
-  XVIII.    '    XVIII.  STANG'WANGy  even  from  his  younger  year^ 
.Syang'    had  entertained  no  finall  jealoufy  of  the  overgrown  power, 
'  wang.    and  unmeafurable  ambition,  of  the  king  of  TJiy  but  as  he  knaiv 
Xiarofthe  him  to  fce  too  fixong  for  him,  refolved  to  fupprefe  him  by 
35/^^c/^,craftinefs,  rather  than  by  open  force.     Won-kung  gave  him 
7*       foon  after  a  fair  opportunity  for  it ;  for  having  convoked,  bj 
the  aiTiftance  of  the  prime  minifter,  all  the  little  fovereigoi 
that  wer^  dependent  on  the  imperial  crown,  which  none  bu 
the  emperor  had  a  right  to  doy  and  defigning,  by  that  means 
to  make  them,  acknowl^e  him  as  fuch,  Syang-nvang  fent  im 
jpediately  his  imperial  letter  to  the  ailembly,  by  the  hands 
a  ikilful  aibbaflador ;  who  came  accordingly,  j»nd  la^d  it, 
,is  ufual  on  thofe  occafions,  on  a  table  magnificently  adorned 
upon  which,  all  the  other  princes  paid  their  homage  to  it,  whk 
is  the  fame  as  if  the  emperor  had  been  there  in  perfdn.    Wg\ 
irww^'wastbe  only  one  that  hefitated  about,  and  waS  on  th 
.point  of  refufing,  had  not  his  prime  minifter  reminded  hi£ 
of  the  danger,  and  of  the  jealoufy  which  his  refufal  woul 
create  among  the  other  princes.    He  was  therefore  obliged  t 
comply,  and  to  put.  ofT  his  defign  to  a  better  opportunity 
but  his  public,  though  forced,  fubmiffion,  had  fuch  an  i 
fluence  oyer  the  reft,  that  it  confirmed  them  in  their  fu 
miffion  to  the  emperor,  and  helped  to  reftore  the  governm( 
to  its  antieiit  form* 

SYJNG'WANG  had  not  long  enjoyed  the  fruit  of 
ftratagem,  when  his  peace  was  dillurbed  by  his  fon  Sho-h 
who,  upon  fome  difguft,  left  the  court,  and  went  to  th 
of  the  king  of  Tfu  About  the  fame  time,  one  of  his 
butaiies  openly  revolted,  in  the  province  of  Shen-Ji.  B< 
\.       *  S  '  tkl 
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the  emperor  was  foon  rid  of  both  fears,  by  the  defeat  of  the 
latter,  and  by  the  death  of  the  ambitious  Won-kungy  who  died  » 

of  old-age,  and  left  his  kingdom,  in  a  diftra<5bed  condition, 
between  his  five  contending  foils.     Soon  after  that,  havingTTijr  W/ft 
dfifmifled  his  Tartarian  emprcfs,  whom  he  had  married  for  poli-  the  T^r- 
&  views,  brought  oh  a  frefti  war  from  that  quarter ;  in  which  tars. 
jjie  Tartar  invited  his  fugitive  fon  Sho-tay  to  join,  promifing 
to  get  him  declared  emperor ;  whith  he  readily  confented  to,'    . 
The  emperor  was  thereupon  forced  to  fly,  and  wander  about, 
begging  the  affiftance  of  his  tributaries,  whilft  his  rebellious  His  fin  rer 
fpn  had  entered  his  capital,  and  taken  the  imperial  title  upon  heh. 
hhn.     Syang'Wang  having  obtained  a  fufficient  fuccour,  di- 
^ded  his  army,  and,  with  one  part,  recovered  his  metropolis, 
jjod  caufed  ^^•ftf^  to  be  put  to  death,  and,  with  the  other.  Put  t§ 
drove  the  Tartars  out  of  his  dominions,  and  reftored  the  peace  death. 
of  his  empire,  which  lafted  twenty-two  years.     He  died  in 
the  thirty-third  year  of  his  reign,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
%[)n. 
.  XIX.  KlNG'WANG,  alias  Biang,  was  a  prince  endowed    XIX, 
with  aU  the  good  qualities  that  could  make  his  fubjeAs  happy.     King- 
Vho  thought  they  never  could  fay  enough  in  praife  of  his  mo-    wang. 
deration  and  fatherly  tendemefs.  But  a  fudden  death  fnatched  Teardftht 
him  from  them,  after  a  fhort  reign  of  fix  years,  to  the  great  35'^  O'"^* 
'  grief  of  the  whole  empire.     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  ^°' 

XX.  ^ANGJVJNG,  whofe  reign,  was  equally  ftiort,      XX. 
•  mild,  and  undifturbed,  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  JVon-kimg^  Quang- 
m  th«  kingdom  of  TJiy  being  become  fo  odious  to  his  fubjefts,     wang. 
that  he  was  hot  in  a  condition  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  Yearoftht 
him  (T).    ^ang'-wang^  after  a  fix  years  reign,  left  the^crown  3S'^  0'^  ^^ 

to  his  hrofhpr.  ^  '  - 


to  his  brother. 


3CXI,  TING' 


(T)  This  tyrant,  whofe  name  from  the  king  of  7y?;  and  being 
y^As  Lyn-chuttg,  was  become  fo  admitted  into  his  prefence,  found 
hateful^  for  his  cruelties,  and  him  feated  on  his  throne,  re- 
cant of  application  to  govern-  ceiving  petitions  from  his  fubr 
fnent,  that  another  prince,  his  j|e6ls,  and  difpenfmg  juflice 
kinfman,  took  the  libe/ty  to  re-i  among  them,  with  fuch  afFable 
prove  him  for  it ;  at  which  he  greatnefs,  ^s  flruck  him  at  once 
was  fo  enraged,  that  he  fent  with  horror  at  the  thoughts  of 
foon  after  a  defperate  ruffian  to  ftaining  his  hands  with  the 
alfaflinate  him  in  his  own  pa-  blood  qf  fo  excellent  a  prince^ 
lace.  The  fellow  canie  accord-  and  pot  daring  to  return  to  Lyn- 
ingly,  early  in  the  morning,  chung,  without  performing  his 
pretending  to  have  fomebuiir  errand,  flew  Jiimfelf  at  the  door 
J^efs  of  importance  with  him  of  the  palace  (19). 

(19)  Fide  Noel,  Gmflet,  Martini,  Du  Balde]  ©  al  fub  ^«»^. 

C  c  3  It 


4o5  Tl^cAjj^iOP^Ciumi.  B.L 

XXI.         XXL  TINO^WANG^  apoB  his  mcraBtif^  tkcs  throoe,  i 
Ting-    niadeithbcUefcaretDkoc^wv  at  a  diftance,  andcocnfc 
^^ng-    the  laws  V9  be  pot  io  eacecutton.    In  his  reign  was  bora  Lm- 

rearoftbuy^j^^  fouodcr  of  the  iJ/irwriM  foft,  falfely  called  the  iia  af 

l$tb  cycle,  ^^  immortals,  and  of  which  we  hare  fpokeo,  ia  a  fenmr 

^  * '       fbfHoQ  *.    ?W-w/w^'  rdgoed  twenty-one  years ;  aod  is  rc-- 

Qprded  chiefly  tor  the  great  tranqotlky  he  preferved  the  em^ 

in  daring  has  rdgn.    He'was  foceeeded  by  his  fon, 

XXIL        XXII.  KTEN-VANG,  alias.  Kwiy  as  faeo'  of  hb  i^rtucs, 

Kycn-    pre&rved  the  empire  in  its  grandeor  and  tranqnHity*    In  hk 

^^*°8'     reign  ftarted  Ap  two  oH»r  oddfeAs,  which  made  agretf 
ttbVcl!  ^^^^  ^*  ^^  ^^^  *^^  ^^  confuted,  and  queUed  (U), 

'    I F^  '*  He  reigned  fourteen  years,  and  was  fucccedcd  by  his  fon, 
XXlil.       XXIII.  LING'VJNG  is  recorded  to  have  been  tea 
Liag*'  ^^  bair  on  his  head,  and  a  beard  on  his  chin ;  but  u  much 
vang.     more  fiuaed  for  the  wifdom  axKl  prodeooe  wkh  which  he  go- 

Tear  of  the  vemed  his  people ;  infamudx,  that  he  ftill  prefenr^  the  im* 

^6th  cycle,  pe, '  il  authority  in  its  full  luftre,  though  moft  of  the  tributarf 
^7'.      princes  were  warrii^  ag^nft  one  another.    In  the  eleventh 

Aftrange  ^^^  ^  jjjj  ^^^^  j^  ^^^  d  Xeuft^ung^  kii^of  U,  occa* 

^t^^een  t      ^*^°^^  ^^  ^^  *^^  °^^  remarkable  contefts,  between  Ms  two 

trotberT^  fons,  thaj:  is  to  be  met  with  in  hiftory.    The  eldeft,  to  wtibiii 

the  aown  belonged,  was  very  jNrefling  to  have  his  brother 

♦  Sec  bcfcMre,  p.  102,  &  (E). 

It  will  not  be  ftmif(  to  obierve        (U)   The  two  philofophert 

further,  that  when  we  diHin*  who  broached  them  were  called 

guifh  between  the  empire  and  Tang  and  Me ;  the  former  of 

,    the  tributary  princes  depending  whom   taught.   That  all  mea 

oil  it,  the,  former  muft  not  be  were  to  be  loved  alike,  ftrangen 

undcrllood  in  that  vaft  extent,  as  well  as  kindred ;  the  other 

as  it  has  been  fince ;  for,  even  maintained.   That  every  man 

at  this  time,  it  is  neither  all  yet  ought  to  mind  himfcif,  and  his 

inhabited,    nor  much   lefs  all  own  affairs,  without  concern- 

Tubjed  to  one   prince.     It  is  ing  himfel f  about  any  body  elfe, 

likely  that  it  contained,  at  moft,  or  even  the  emperor  himfelf. 
only  two  or  three   provinces.         In  this  reign  we  likewife  find 

beftdes  that  of  Shen-Ji^  which  the  firft  mention  of  the  kiqg- 

was  the  firft  inhabited,  whilft  dom  of  U,  and  of  a  fmart  war 

the  remainder  was  ftill  cither  waged  by  the  king  of  it,  and 

uncultivated,  or,  at  moft,  go-  fome  neighbouring  princes,  on 

verned  by  princes  of  their  own;  account  of  a  beautiful  young 

who  paid  neither  homage  nor  darr.fe! ;  which  war,  being  fo- 

tribute  to  the  emperors,  till  fe-  reign  to  our  prefcnt  fubje^V,  the 

veral  centuries  after.  readermay  rcadinM^r//^/ (20). 

(20)  Sub  Kien  p.  1|5.  fif /«f, 

accept 
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accept  ©fit,  and^the  yonnger  as  ftrientioaflyrefufed  ifc.  At 
Iei%tiiy  the  elder  ccmftrakied  him  to  it,  by  force,  placmg  him 
<m  ^xe  throne,  putting  the  ropl  ornaments  on  him,  and  fa* 
kKting  him  king  of  £/.  But  the  ceremony  was  fcarce  over, 
iBefore  the  new  king  privately  abandoned  the  palace,  went 
smd  hid  himfelf  in  a  d^rt ;  fo  that  the  elder  was  obliged  tor 
reitrme  it,  whilft  his  brother  kept  himfelf  concealed,  in  the 
liabk  and  occupation  of  a  nifHc,  or  plough-boy.  About  ten  Cohfuclui 
years  after,  or  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  the  &ne  r^gn,  was  horn. 
born  the  fo  much  celebrated  Chinefe  philofopher  K^ng-fA'-tfi, 

"  or  Confucius y  of  whom  we  have  given  an  account,  in  a  former 
(eAion  f .  As  for  Ung-vang,  he  reigned  peaceably  twenty- 
fevea  years,  and  left  tSt  crown  to  his  ton. 

■        XXIV.  KE'NG-FJNC,  alias  King,  is  juftly  blamed  for   XXIV. 
tils  ittdolence  and  inattention  to  the  affairs  of  the  empire,  all    Keng. 

'    a  time  when  the  king  of  U,  charmed  with  the  government  of  _^*^S- 
his  pred6ce(fi)rs,  vns  on  the  point  of  having  fubmitted  to  him  ^^^  ^-^^ 
and  his  laws.     So  that,  inftead  of  fendmg  his  intended  am-  ^7^   O'"^ 
baffy  to  him,  he  difpatched  it  to  the  king  of  I«,  a  prince  of      ^** 
"the  family  of  GJ/w,  and  a  ftrift  obferver  of  the  laws  of  this 
dynafty.     Several  other  princes  thought  it  aUb  high  time  to 
ireftore  that  peace  and  order  in  their  refpeffive  ftates,  which 
the  civil  wars  among  them  had  almoft  deftroyed.     The  king  f^ew  rr- 
of  Chingy  in  particular,  who  rdgned  in  the  province  of  Shen-Ji,  guiaHons 
Slewed  them  a  noble  example,  who,  by  the  help  and  advice  ^^<^g  f^ 
of  hfe  prime  minifter,  reformed  the  abuifes  which  had  crept  into  ^'^f (^ 

'    his  court,  revived  the  antient  laws,  and  made  fuch  a  wiie  di-^*"'*^^'* 
ihifaution  of  the  lands,  as  pleaied  both  ri^h  and  poor  (X). 

KENG'VANG  reigned  twenty-five  ycavs,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  fon  Meng-vangy  who  reigned  but  a  few  months.  Meng- 
During  which,  he  had  a  fon  bom,  on  whofe  account  a  deadly  ^^^Z 
eonteft  arirfe  between  two  powerful  parties ;  that  ofahe  court  ^^^^  ^*" 

•    +  See  before,  p.  104,  &  (F).  "^"^^^^ 

\  X  \  His  regplations  were  drates  fhould  have  a  particular 
chiefly  contained  ifnder  the  care  of  all 'widows,  orphans, 
four  following,  heads  ;  <uiz.  and  old  men  and  women  who 
1.  That  the  lands  fhould  be  had  no  children,  and  ailifl 
divided  into  nine  equal  parts,  them  in  their  neceffities.  4.  That 
whereof  one  fhould  be  his  do-  the  fon  or  wife  fhoold  not  be 
ntain,  and  cultivated  at  the  punifhed  for  the  -crime  of  a  pa- 
public  chargi^.  2.  That  all  rent  or  hufband ;  and  fome 
people  indS^erently  fhould  be  others  of  equal  wifdom,  though 
|«rmitted  to  £(h  in  lakes,  ponds,  of  lefs  moment  (z  i } . 
aad  rivers,    5.  That  the  magi- 

(11)  Martini,  fub  KiifSy  Dh  Hatde^  Keng-vang,  Q  al  fup,cit, 
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J  contefl    and  ndniftfers  declaring  for  the  infant  prince ;  whHft  the  go- 

about  the  Tcmofs  of  the  provinces,  objecting  againft  his  tender  years, 

fuctijjion.   lujd  the  aocertainty  of  his  life,  had  proclaimed  King'-uangt 

bis  father's  brother.     Both  parties  proceeded  to  arms ;  but 

the  laft  proving  the  ftronger,  an*d  having  made  themfelves 

maflers  of  the  capital,  fet  him  upon  the  throne,  and  coofirnied 

.    him  emperor. 

XXV.  XXV.  KING-VANG*^  reign  is  not  recorded  for  any  parr 
King-  ticular  a£lion  of  his ;  whence  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
yang.     peaceable  one.     Confucius^  who  flourifhed  at  this  time,  in  the 

l>^e/'^^'' kingdom  of  Lw,  ends  that  long  200  years  war  of  the  triba-: 

^St»  cycu,  ^j^  princes  much  about  the  fame  time.  During  the  fanie  reign, 

'^'       two  very  illuftrious  royal  families  rccdved  their -finiftiing 

ftroke,  and  total  extinftion ;  viz,  that  of  Tfau,  which  had 

<  had  no  lefs  than  twenty-five  kings,  within  the  fpace  636  years; 

and,  about  eight  or  ten  years  after,  that  of  Chin,  together  with 

its  kingdom,  after  it  had  continued  645  years,  under  twenty-. 

four  princes :  the  former  was  deftroyed  by  the  king  of  Song; 

and  the  latter  by  that  of  Tfu,     King-vang  died  in  the  forty* 

fourth  year  of  his  reign,  and  Was  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 

XXVI.  XXVI.  rWEN'VANG  proved  fo  wife  and  mild  a  prince, 
Ywcn-  that,  had  he  lived  long  enough,  he  would  probably  have  raifed 
yang-     the  imperial  authority  to  its  priftine  glofy.  Of  all  the  tributary 

2>tfr<?//^tf  prjnces,  the  kbg  of  iStt  was  the  only  one  who  ftill  refufedto 
l%th  cjcle^  Yiita  the  ufual  homage  of  coming  to  the  grand  aflembly,  for 
^'  which  he  jvas  profcribed,  and  declared  a  rebel ;  which  is  the 
firft  infknce  we  meet  with  of  that  kind  of  punifhment.  Twen- 
vang  was  likewifc  very  fuccefsful  in  war,  gained  feveral 
battles,  and  fubducd  almoft  the  whole  province  of  Lu.  About 
the  fame  time,  the  kingdom  of  (7,  which  had  fubfifted  65Q 
years,  under  twenty  petty  kings,  was  fubverted  by  the  king 
pf  Ywe,  Twen-vang  reigned  but  fevcn  years,  and  was  fuci 
ceeded  by  his  fon. 

XXVII.  XXYlLCHING-riNG-FJNavfs^{um2imtdthcCiqfi^, 
Ching-    on  account  of  his  living  in  celibacy  after  the  death  of  his 

ting-vang.  emprefs,  and  (hewing  an  eminent  example  of  continency  to 

Tear  of  the  his  fubjeiflFs.     He  maintained  the  empire  in  the  fame  peace 

'ifitb  cycle,  and^grandeur  in  which  he  found  it.     And  in  his  reign  the 

*^'       king  of  Tfu  put  a  final  end  to  the  principality  of  itfay,  which 

>    had  ftood  676  years,  under  twenty-five  princes.     Ching-ting 

reigned  twenty-eight  years,  and  left  three  fons  at  bis  death, 

all  of  age,  the  eldeft  of  whom,  named  NyaUy  fucceeded  him ; 

but  was  murdered  by  his  brother  A/,  in  the  third  month  of 

his  reign.     Su  reigned  only  five  months,  and  was  likewife 

alTaflinated  by  the  youngeft,  who  mounted  the  throne,  with-* 

out  any  oppyfulon.        ^ 

XXVm.  KAU^. 


._J 
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XXVIII.  KAV'VANG,  though  he  prctcpdcd  to  have,  only  XX VIII. 
punifhed  one  parricide  by  another,  wa»  yet  greatly  hated  for     Kau- 
that  aftion;  infoDiuch,  that  feveral  tributary  princes  with*  y.^^"^*, 
drew  their  allegiance  from  him.     He  was,  however,  a  mild    g  7^  ^ 
and  good  prince,  and  gave  fome  eminent  proofs  of  his  pa-  3  * ^^^* 
ternal  lave  for  his  fubjefts  (Y).  He  reigned  fifteen  years,  and  '• 
was  fiicceedcd  by  his  fon. 

XXIX.  dHEY'LYE'VANG,  alias  Ghei-heWy  began  his    XXIX. 
reign  about  the  b^inning  of  the  ciyil  wars -between  the  tri-     Ghejr- 
butary  princes,  which  lafted  near  300  years,  which  epochtt  Js.  -b;^-vang. 
from  thence  flyled,  hythcChine/e^  the  years  o/iuar,  or  warlih    g  i^ff^ 
ages^  when  every  petty  fovereign  ftrove  to  make  himfelf  in-  ^  '^^  '* 
dependent,  and  lord  it  over  his  rivals,  and  the  ijmperial  dig-       "' 
nity  brought  fo  low,  that  thefe  monarchs  faw  their  authority 
trampled  under  foot,  the  provinces  taken  from  them  by  de- 
grees, whilft  they  hardly  retained  the  bare  name  of  fovereign^. 

The  kingdom  of  TJffw  was  divided  between  four  princes,  who 
had  conquered  it,  one  of  whom,  famed  for  his  battles,  had 
formed  the  defign  of  fwallowing  up  the  other  three.  He  was 
pevented  indeed  by  death ;  but  his  fon, ,  equally  ambitious 
and  unquiet,  picked  a  quarrel  with  the  kings  of  If  an  and  Gay, 
and  forced  them  to  yield  fome  territories  to  him.  He  next 
tried  to  do  the  fame  by  the  king  of  Chan,  another  neighbour ; 
but  was  defeated,  and  flain  by  him,  together  with  his  whole 
family,  and  his  head  cut  pfF,  and  made  a  drinking-cup  of.  The 
king  of  Lu  made  likewife  war  againft  that  of  7y?,  took  fome 
ponfiderable  places  from  hitn,  and  obliged  him  to  fue  for  a 
peace.  As  for  Ghey-fye-vangy  we  hear  nothing  of  Jiim,  but 
that  he  reigned  twenty-four  years,  and  left  the  crown  to  his 
(on.  ' 

XXX.  A^6^^Ar-r/^iNr(7's  reign  is  recorded  for  nothing  but     XXX^ 
for  the  wars  which  reigned  between  the  petty  kings,  particu-    Ngan- 
iarly  thofe  of  Tfin  and  Ghey,  in  which  the  latter  was  the  moft  \^^^"^* 
fuccefsful ;  but  U-ki,  the  general,  who  had  gained  him  feveral  ^Zl     /f 
viftories,  being  envied  by  his  courtiers,  withdrew  himfelf  prir       jif    * 
vately  to  the  former^  and  turned  the  fcales  againft  his  old 

mafter,-  and  became  very  great  at  this  fecond  court. .   Being 
•here  likewife  envied  by  the  grandees,  he  refolved  to  reform  * 
the  government  by  limiting  their  authority,  and  iodging  the 

(Y)  It  will .  not  be  amifs  to  this   dynafty,    which,    in   due 

obferve  to   our   readers,    that  courfe,  is  but  the  twenty  eighth, 

Martiniy  and  fome  other  Chi-  fmce  both  reigns  not  exceeding  / 

fiefe  annalids,  reckon  the  reigns  eight  months,  ought  rather  to 

of  the  two  flain  princes  among  be  included  with  Sie  iirft  of  the 

the  reft,  an 4  fo  make  this  of  following  one. 


Kaur-'i/ang  to  be  the  thirtielh  of 


power 


4t&  neMiJh^dftVid.  f^.U 

^pattT  foldy  1ft  tfrer  iiw.  flfe  had  titeaAf^  by  hk  vdMr 
and  merit,  rendetalkiin  to  pdwerfbl,  aod  brM^  bis  kia^ 
dom  into  fiidi  a  ndnrifUw  coQd}d6n,  tfiflt  iMf  i^a^  bccoii; 
ibnm<bble  to  aH!  hh  neigiiboiirs ;  bfit  Mtf  flanifl^s  fo  li^^ 
refented  the  blow^vfaich hk  Iirat'e  general  had  given  toUM 
orergrovn  fway,  tfcat  thc^  cairied  hhM  te»  be  privafdy  tttBBH 
dered  in  .his  own  houl^.  Mranri^artg  feigned  tvorenty-fit 
yearly  and  vm  fubcceded  by  his  ha. 

XXXI.  XXXI.  LrE-yANfft  reign  >;ras  not  mc/tt  remarkable  A»l 
1,^0.  *  hisfathcr*s,  except  for  the  Krfhef  the  great  fhilflfojAcr^fo^^ 
^9ug,  tfiy  commoidy  cilled  Menctu^y  themoft  celebrated  otsst^  toA 
Tear  9f  the  xo  Corf ueiusy  that  evcc  China  pfodtwietf.  In  other  rcfpefls; 
^gfhiycle,  the  imperial  authority  ffill  ti^ent  on  fa  its  decfifie,  mfonttdf 

43*  that  the  king  of  7)(  was  the  onf^  one  \iMio  paid  him  hooiageL 
The  year  in  which  he  came  to  the  <Jrown  was  likewHe  rdnaii^ 
able  for  the  cxtinftion  of  tfic  Chtng  dynafly,  after  it  had  laflol 
43  a  years,  under  23  princes,  the  laft  of  whom  was  fcAKSoed 
and  ftain  by  the  Kng  of  Han.  tye-vang  reigned  feven  ytttf^ 
^    and  died  without  iffae,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brotiM% 

XXXII.  XXXII.  HTEN-VANG,  though  he  enjoyed  a  long  rd^, 
Hyen.  yet  had  little  more  than  the  tMe  of  emperor,  die  princet  not 
Tang.  only  refufmg  Mm  the  ufual  homage,  but  threatening  hhli  ^fb 
Year  of  the  war  if  he  oppofed  their  dtefigns.  The  Chinefe  records  taker  Bi>- 
ay^  cicky  tice  df  the  nine  celebrated  brafcn  veflcls  wMch  Tu,  the  fousdtf 

5°'  of  the  j&rft  dynafty,  caofed  to  be  made,  reprefendng  thenioe 
provinces  of  the  empire ;  and  which  whoever  was  in  pofleffioa 
of,  was  fare  of  the  empire  f.  Thefc  veflHs  arfe  affirmed  » 
have  fhaken  of  themfelves  m  th^  reJgu  of  Ghey  Lye-vang^  tl» 
29th  monarch  of  this  dyna%,  which  was  tlwn  locrfeed  urpotf  stt 
a  prcfage  of  the  evils  which  enfued.  And  now  in  this  rc|ga 
'  the  contending  kings  began  to  ftrive  who  fliould  get  Ae  pof- 
feffion  of  them  ;  but  the  emperor,  to  defeat  their  dfefiga, 
caufed  rhem  to  be  thrown  intb  a  deep  lake,  from  whidi  k 
was  impoffible  to  get  them  out.  In  his  rdgn  we  firft  hear  rf 
chariots  of  war  being  ufed  by  the  Chinefs.  He  reigned  f6rty« . 
eight  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  (on. 

XXXIII.  XXXIII.  SNIN'TSIN'IVANG,  alias  Xi-cin,  had  a  fei 
Shin-tfm-  opportunity  of  recovering  the  loft  dignity  of  the   empffe,  \ 
vang.        had  not  his  floth  and  cowardice  hindered  him  from  msddog 
Tiorofthe  the  beft  advantage  of  the  wars  which  raged  among  other 
^oth  cycle,  princes.     Not  fo  did  the  king  of  7yf«,  who  raifed  himfelf  by 

3^*  them  to  fuch  height  of  power,  that  he  kept  the  others  ia 
fubjcftion  to  him  ;  and  had  almoft  engrofled  the  whole  im- 
perial authority,  though  he  had  not  the  title  of  emperor.   He 

t  Martini,  Du  Halde,  &  al,  fup^citat*  S^  before,  p.  572, 
«H-      .  '  defeated 
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dffeated  the  confederate  forces  of  the  kings  of  Tfuy  QaUf 
jkn,  Gbeyy  and  Ten ;  and  would  have  deprived  them  <i 
Ibeir  kingdoms^  had  not  a  more  Unportant  concern  called  him 
^eifewhere;  viz.  two  independent  princes  in  the  weftern  part 
^  Se^ckwen,  who  were  at  war,  and  each  imploring  his  affift- 
mot.  The  hopes  cl  jdning  two  fuch  principalities  to  his 
DWn  kingdom  eafily  prevailed  npon  him  to  engage  in  the 
qnarrel ;  titt  npOiot  of  which  was,  that  he  defeated  and  killed 
die  one^  and  mzMd  upon  his  territory ;  and  obliged  the  other^ 
mbom  he  had  al&fted,  to  pay  him  homage,  and  an  annixaK 
tribute*  Soon  after  this,  the  king  of  G^ey,  one  of  the  five 
otmfederates,  put  himfelf  under  his  prot^ion,  and  became  < 
tributary  to  him ;  by  which  means  that  prince  could  more 
aalily  enter  into  and  lubdue  the  territories  of  the  other  four. 
AH  thb  while  Ae  emperor  continued  an  idle  fpeCtator ;  and»  , 
after  a  Ihort  rdgn  of  fix  years,  left  the  crown  to  his  fen. 

XXXIV.  NGAN'VANG,  alias  Smis,  found  the  impwial  XXXIV. 
Mhority  reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb,  that  though  he  wanted  I^g^* 
Hither  courage  nor  prudence  to  ad  a&  beciune  his  dignity,  yet  T?°8* 
had  not  power  fufficient  to  undertake  any  thing  whkh  might  T'^^'^ 
fflve  the  Ipaft  umbrage  to  his  rival  the  kin^  ^  Tftn.    This  ^^  ^^ 
M,  who  aimed  at  00  lefs  than  die  imperial  digmty,  pro-      ^^ 
noted  underhand  the  wars  between  the  odier  princes  ;  and» 
;  41  they  all  applied  to  him  for  help,  he  reacBly  af&fted  them 
with  forces  to  deftroy  one  another,  and  leflen  their  niunber 
ttdftrecgth. :  by  which  means  the  kiqgdcxn  of  Scng^  whidi 
lad  fubMed  381  years»  under  32  princes^  was  defbroyed  hf 
the  kings  of  Tfi  and  Tfu  ;  and  the  principality  of  luy  which 
had  be^  governed  by  34  fovereigns,  wad  fubdued  by  the 
king  of  7)b. 

Hating  thus  &r  opened  the  way  to  the  imperial  diadem,  Dithromd 
Chau'fyang  began  to  difcover  his  defigns,  by  o&ring  a  public  hy  tht  king 
facrifiee  to  the  Lord  of  heaven,  with  the  fiune  ceremonies  as  of  T(L 
the  emperors  alone  were  allowed  to  ufe :  neither  was  there 
any  prince  powerful  or  courageous  enough  to  controul  him 
in  it,  except  the  king  of  Tfi\  but  his  army  was  fo  fmall,  that 
.  Chau-fyang  with  eafe  defeated  him ;  Immediately  after  wlridt; 
he  fent  part  of  his  forces  to  dethrone  the  emperor.    The  un« 
fortunate  monarch,  who  had  but  few  forces  to  oppofe  Yam, 
was  likewife  defeated  at  the  firft  attack,  and  forced,  in  order 
to  favc  his  life,  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  conqueror's  mercy,  x 
to  o>vn  him  for  his  fovereign,  and  to  yield  him  the  few  dties 
^hich  remained  in  his  hands.  He  retired  immediately  after  into 
the  province  of  Shan-Ji,  and  died  there  a  year  after,  in  the 
S9A  year  of  his  reign ;  upon  which,  feveral  princes  haftened 
to  go  and  pay  their  homage  to  Chau-fyang.    On  the  other 

hand. 
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hand,  there  were  not  wanting  others  who  ftill  adhered  to 
*      the  family  of  Chffw^  and  raifed  a  grandfon  of  the  brother,  rf  ^ 
Kau'Vang  to  the  throne'. 
XXXV.       XXXV.  CHEW-KTUN,  immediately  upon  his  acceffiqp. 
Chew-      fent  to  demand  what  affiftance  he  could  get,  to  make  head 
kyun.        againft  the.ufurpef,  and  particularly  from  the  kings  of  TJfi, 
Ttarofthe  fp^  ^ni  Ghey,  but  they  were  too  fearful  of  difobliging  .^ 
4iy?  ryf/f,  jjg^  emperor  to  fend  him  any  ;  fo  that,  feeing  himfelf  aban- 
^^       doned,   and  without  hopes  of  maintaining^  himfelf  on  the 
throne,  he  chofe  to  relinquifti  it,  and  end  his  life  in  a  private 
ftate,  after  a  troublefome  reign  of  feven,  or,  accprdhig  to 
others,  nine  years,     Chau-fyang  did  not  long  enjoy  his  new 
dignity,  but  died  even  before  Has  rival  had  abdicated  it.    His 
fon  Hyau-veng'vang  died  alfo  in  the  fame  year;  but  left  the 
End  of  the  cxo^n  to  his  fon  Chwa^ng-fyang'Vangy  who  put  aa  end  to 
^ddynajly.  the  third,  and  became  the  founder  rf  the  fourth,  dynafty. 

Fourth  df'  ^be  Fourib  Dynafiy^  called  Tfin,  'or  Cin,  confining  ef 
if^fy-  only  Four  Emferors  wiibin  tbe  Sf(ice  of  F^rty-tbra 

Tears. 

I.        t  (^HWANG'S  TANG 'VANG  began  his  reign  with  make- 

Chwang-      ^  ing  an  inroad  intp  the  kingdom  of  Ghey  ;  in  which  he 

fyang.       ^^as  fo  lucc^fsful,  ^fid  won  fo  many  battles,  that  thofe  of 

Year  of  the  ^^„^  c^^  ^^^^^  ^^„^  and  Tfiriy  being  afraid  of  being  ftrip- 

41/  cycle ^  p^^  likewife  of  their  dominions,  formed  a  confederacy  againft 

^^*       him  ;  and,  with  an  army  of  200,000  men,  gave  him  atotai 

overthrow,  and  obliged  him  to  quit  his  new  coaquefts.  Tbe 

emperor  died  foon  after,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  and 

left  the  crown  to  his  adopted  fon  Shi-whang'tty  who  is  af^ 

firmed  by  the  Chinefe  hiftorians  to  have  been  bom  twelve 

months  after  his  conception  *. 

jl^  II.  SHI'JVHANG'TI,  aKms  Ching,  owed  his  good  for. 

Shi-  tune,  on  his  coming  to  the  crown,  to  the  ambition  and  ja-i 

whang-ti.  loufy  which  began  to  reign  among  the  above-mentioned  princes, 

Tear  of  the  which  made  them  break  off  a  confederacy  which  might  other- 

^xficycUy  ^ife  have  defeated  all  his  meafures  ;    whereas  the  mutual 

S5»       wars  which  they  waged  gave  him  a  fair'  opportunity  of  fob- 

duing  them  one  after  another,  extirpating  all  the  males  of 

their,  families  and  tiibes  (Z),  re-uniting  all   thofe  principal!- 

•      .'  tie^ 


Ma.rtini,  Du  Haldc,  &  al,  fup.  citafe^ 

ifec 

a9ti 

nothioj 


(Zj  His  revenge  difplayed  it-     of  7}7,  whopa  he  caufed  to  be 
fdif  ftill  more  .ig.iinll  the  king     lliut  up  in  a  park  pla^ted  with 
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es  under  hlm^  and  reducing  them  from  thenceforth  Into  (o 
iany  dependent  ftates  of  his  empire.     To  thefe  he  added 
x>n  after  fo  many  other  new  conquefts,  that  he  divided  the 
irholeinto  36  provinces  (A) ;  and  having  obferved,  in  vifit-  Builds  thi 
(^  his  empire,  that  the  northern  ones  of  Shen-Ji,  Shan-fi^  great 
[iid  Pe-che-liy  were  much  expofed  to  the  excurfions  of  the  "wall. 
fartarf^  he  firft  fent  a  formidable  army  againft  thefe  in- 
raders  ;    andj  having  driven  thetn  far  enough  beyond  his 
rontiers,  fet  about  his  projefted  fcheme  of  fecuring  them     - 
for  the  fiiturc  by  the  famed  wall  which  we  have  elfewhere 
Icfcribed  ^^     But  as  neither  this  (lupendous  work,  which  o(  His  un- 
Ltfelf  would  have  been  fufficient  to  eternize  his  fame,  nor  his  meafiurahlt 
great  fuccefles  and  conquefts,  could  fatisfy  his  ambitious  mind,  aniitUn, 
anlefs  he  could  obliterate  the  glorious  deeds  of  all  his  pre- 
deceflbrs,  and  ftahd  as  it  were  alone  in  the  Chine fe  annals  a  , 

fit  objeft  of  admiration  andpraife;  he  publifhed  a  decree,  Deproy^ 
cxprefly  commanding  all  his  fubjefts,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  all  the  art" 
burn  all  the  records  of  the  kings, ^nd  all  the  writings  of  Con-  tient  re- 
fuciusy  MenciuSy  &?c.  which  tranfmitted  the  virtues  and  aftions  cords, 

of  thofe  illuftrious  emperors,  excepting  only  fuch  as  treated 

of  phyfic  and  architedture. 

•  This  decree,  the  bafenefs  of  which   he  endeavoured  to 
conceal  under  divers  fpecious  pretences  (B),    was  executed 

with 

*  Sec  before,  p.  StSg,  6c  feq.  &  not.  (B). 

liothing  but  pine*tree9 ;  and  al-  much  the  air  of  a  fable*  to  be 

lowed  him  fuch  a  fmall  pittance,  depended  upon  ;  we  (hall  there- 

'as  quite  drove  him  into  defpair  ;  fore  poflpone  the  further  difqui- 

fo  that  he  refufed  it,  and  flarved  fition  about  it  till  we  come  to 

himfelf.    On  the  other  hand,  fpeak  of  thofe  iilands  in  the 

the  king  of  Many  by  a  timely  fcquel. 

fubmiflion,    and   furrender    of        (B)  One  of  his  pretences  was, 

himfelf,  troops,  and  dominions,  that  thofe  books,  though  ufeful 

not  t>nly  avoided  the  fate  of  the  when  the  empire;  was  divided 

•reft,    but  became   a  great  fa-  among  various   fovereigns,   in 

tourite  of  that  monarch,  and  order  to  have  the  fubjedls  all 

ended  his  days  at  his   court,  governed  by  the   fame  laws  ; 

with  all  the  marks  of  dillindlion  yet,  as  it  was  now  under  one 

•  that  belong  to  his  rank  (22).  monarch,  the  fame  fpirit  ought 
,     (A)    The    Chinefe    pretend,  togovern  and  animate  the  whok. 

that  about  thi's  time  the  iflands  Befides,  added  he,  thofe  fciencei. 

of  Japan  and  Bengal  were  dif-  to  which  fuch  vaft  numbers  of 

covered  and  colonied  by  them,  men    apply   themfelves,    fei-ve 

The  account  they  give  has  too  rather  ro  encourage  fbch   and 

(aa)  Martini  &  Shi  Halie  fxth  Ching  xi,  t^  Du  Ha!de  fubSbi-'u>ha^g'^. 
!  idlcnefs. 


vACti  the  atmoft  flrifhiefs  by  the  goveniors  of  t6e  pixilriticeii, 
and  many  perfcms  of  virtue  and  Icarniog  \(^ere  put  to  dcaiiK 
for  concealing  thofe  valuable  records ;  though  it  is  not  i^ 
.   probable,  that,  in  fo  vaft  an  empire;,  fome  fev^  copies  nd^ 
be  fiill  privately  preferved,  and  come  to  light  after  the  deadk 
of  that  tyrannic  prince,  whofe  memory  ha$  been  odiou$  to|i 
pofteriry  ever  fince.    But  what  relates  to  the  recovery  erf"  tfaafi 
andent  records,  we  (hall  refer  our  readers  to  what  hath  h^ 
already  (aid  on  that  head.^ ;  from  which  it  wiSi  eafily  appeo^i 
'  that  the  r^et  which  the  Chinefe  to  this  day  acprds  for  thrf 
k>(s  can  only  relate  to  fome  of  the  inferior,  but  not  at  all  to 
jdiofe  of  the  cla/Iic  and  canonic  kind  ^. 
Niw  rt"        SHI'WHANG-TI,  after  a  war  which  had  lafted  near  aj 
gulates  ihe  years,  fettled  fuch  a  profound  peace  in  his  empire,  that  Iw 
govern'-     had  leifure  enough  to  new-model  that  government,  by  abm* 
^"^''^^        gating  and  mending  fome  laws,  and  ena^ing  others,  as  htt 
Trvmfion  thought  fit :  and,  as  he  had  ieveral  children,  feme-  of  &b 
for  the       miniuers  advifed  him  to  ered  jiew  principalities  for  the  nisuih 
jounger      tenance  of  the  younger  fort ;  but  he,  putting  them  ia  nuil 
M^*  of  the  great  troubles  they  had  caufed  in  fcvt&er  dynaffio, 

chofe  rather  to  build  them  palaces  in  fevers^  cities,  where 
they  (hould  be  maintained  according  to  tbdr  rank  at  the  em- 
peror's charge,  but  without  any  authority  over  the  people) 
which  method  hath  been  followed  ahnoft  ever  fince,  except 
that  in  the  latter  reigns  they  have  been  obliged  to  refide  in  the 
metropolis,  and  to  toIIow  the  court.  As  he  could  not  endme 
to  be  idle,  he  refolved  upon  making  a  new  progrefs  throQ|j|i 
the  eaAem  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  took  his  fecond  m 
with  him ;  but  he  fell  fick  upon  the  road,  and,  finding  Imr 
felf  near  his  end,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  eldeft  fon^  whom  he 

«  Conf.  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  xx.  p.  1^5,  (D) ;  and  before,  p.  35J, 
&  feq.        '  Dm  Halde  Introd.  in  Annal. 

idlenefs,  to  the  negle£i  of  agri-  tfent  laws,  as  it  mvi^  freqneiilb 

culture,  which  is  the  fountain  happen,  fmce  they  maft  needi- 

of  happinefs  to  the  people.  He  farily  vary  according  tothefe- 

charged  moreover  thofe  antient  veral  occ*a&>ns  and  eatergenGiBi 

books,  with  containing  in  them  for  which  they  were  given,  |ibafe 

the  feeds  of  rebellion  and  fedi-  learned  men  took   the   l^eiy 

.   tion,    and   thofe    who  fludied  rafhly  to  condemn  his  coodM^ 

them  as  men  ever  ready  to  pro-  and,  with  their  fediiious  rcBec- 

moce  it ;  inafmuch  as  if  a  wife  tions,  kindled  a  fpirit  of  (hf- 

prince's  commands    were    not  obedience  and  xehfiUion  (2|). 
exa^ly  agreeable  to  thofe  an- 

{^2^  ^^Urtini  Q  Du  Haldifub  Cbing-xi,  J)m  HfiJ^fui  Sbi-wbrnig-tL 

declared 


4eclared  I^  {uccelTor.    This,  together  with  the  feals  of  the 
empire,  he  delivered  up  to  his  kcond  fon^  charging  him  to 
bear  theoi  to  his  brother ;  and  died  foon  after,  in  the  thirty-  Death.     , 
ieyenth  year  of  his  reigo. 

m.  E  ULrSIfl  aUas  Ul-xi,  inftead  of  obeying  his  father's     IIL 
command,  refolved  to  place  the  crown  upon  his  own  head;  Eul-lki. 
aod  having,  with  fome  diiBculty,  engaged  tjie  prime  mini-  Tutro/the 
fler  U'tfr,  then  in  great  authority,  to  his  fide,  eafiiy  got  the  4*^  O^p 
fufirages  of  the  refl:  by  his  means.    The  cldeft  fon  raifed      3** 
fam^  forces  againft  him,  in  order  to  mdntain  his  right;  but, 
finding  that  moil  of  the  provinces  had  declarecl  for  Eul-Jbi^ 
\yas  forced  to  fubmit ;  and,  the  ftep  he  had  taken  being 
deemed  tre?ifon^blc,  was  ordered  to  kill  himfelf.    This  perfidy 
and  parricide  met  with  the  reward  they  deferved;  and  that 
io&tuated  prince,  taking  a  Ko-lau  for  his  prime  minifter  and 
confident,  ivho  was  a  private  enemy  to  the  whole  imperial 
faniiiy^  was  by  him.  perfuaded  to  ditcard  all  his  beft  friends, 
under  pretence  that  they  prefumed  to  condemn  his  too  great 
lore  of  pleafure,  and  filling  their  places  with  his  own  crea- 
tures.   A  general  difcontent  foon  followed  thro'  the  empire,  AwoqU^ 
occafioned  by  the  exaftions  of  the  governors  and  minifters ; 
and  one  of  the  generals,  who  had  been  fent  to  quell  fome 
province,  proved  the  very  firft  who  caufed  a  revolt  in  favour 
of  the  £Dn  pf  the  elder  brother.    About  this  time  appeared 
the  famied  Uew^ang^  who,  from  a  private  foldier,  was  be- 
CQime  gaptam  of  a  company  of  bandit^ ;  and  was  a  bold,  cou- 
n^eous  man,  eloquent  andafllve,  and  an  enemy  to  the  em- 
peror's luxury.    He  had  been  fainted  emperor  by  a  great 
phyfiognomift,  who,  as  ^  pledge  of  the  certainty  of  his  pre- 
diftion,  gave  him  his  daughter,  one  of  the  greatefl:  beauties 
in  the  whole  empire,  in  marriage.     It  was  not  long  befo1:e  Lieu- 
lku'f>(ing  was  applied  to  by  one  of  the  governors  for  aflift-  P"g  M* 
auce  againfi  the  revolted  general,  who  defigned  to  feize  on  **'^  ^ 
the  kingdom  of  Tfin  for  himfelf,  and  was  going  to  befiege  '**^** 
one  of  the  cities  of  it.    The  very  name  01  Lieu-pang  was 
by  that  time  become  fo  dreaded,  that  he  eafily  made  that  ge- 
neral retire ;  but  the  treacherous  governor,  feeing  himfelf  rid 
of  him,  (hut  up  the  gates. againft  his  deliverer.  Prefently  after  fti/irc^, 
there  happened  a  fedition  in  the  city ;  of  which  Lieu-pang 
having  got  notice  by  an  arrow  fliot  into  the  camp,  fcaled  the 
Walls,  and  took  it ;  and,  the  governor  being  killed  in  the  ' 
J^ftion,  the  inhabitants  declared  for  him,  and  he  entered  the 
place  in  triumph;  and,  from  a  captain  of  vagabonds,  became 
general  of  an  army,  and  mailer  of  a  rich  booty,  and  began 
Uow  tocherUh  Uie  hopes  of  his  advancement  to  the  empire. 

All 
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All  this  while  the  perfidious  Ko-lau  kept  the  em^ 
drowned  in  pleafure,  whilft  he  purfaed  his  own  dcftnn 
meafures,  and  indulged  his  creiinires  in  all  kind  of  ra] 
which  were  grown  to  fuch  a  height,  that  fcveral  prorincc 
volted  before  he  had  reigued  two  years,  and  chofe  their 
ibvereigns,  particularly  the  kingdoms  oi'Tfi^  Ten^  GbaUy  d 
and  Tfu^  which  had  been  dcftroyed  by  Shi-whung-ti^  rofe 
Madigi'  anew ;  and  the  king  of  Tju^  having  diofen  Lieu-pang  forj 
mr^.        general,  fent  him  with  two  others,  and  with  each  a  pow4 
Sent  army,  againft  the  emperor,  with  a  promife  of  giving  the  kinj 

agmnftth^oi  TJin  to  any  of  the  three  that  (hould  feize  on  the  metroj 
tmfiror.     and  drive  the  tyrant  out  of  it.     Eid-Jhi  fent  a  powerful 
againft  them,  which  was  defeated  by  one  of  them  n 
Hyang-hya ;  and  the  reft,  not  being  able  to  obtain  a 
ThiiMpi"  forcement  from  the  Ko-lau,  went  over  to  the  conqueror. 
rormur'    K(hlaUy  fearing  this  defeAion  might  difcover  his  trea 
diredby     found  no  furer  way  of  avoidmg  the  due  punifhment 
his  frimt  .  than  by  caufing  the  unfortunate  emperor  to  be  aflaflinatedj 
udnijlir.    a  ruffian,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  aad  thi 
his  reign ;  and,  to  conceal  his  having  a  hand  in  it,  p] 
Ing'wangy  the  grand-nephew  of  the  deceafed  emperor, 
the  throne. 

IV.  IV.  ING'WANG,  alias  Ing,  had  not  enjoyed  the  crown 

Ing.         three  days,  before  he  difcovered  the  Ko-lau  to  be  the  murderflf 
5[ang.       of  the  emperor ;  but,  as  he  dared  not  aft  openly  againft  fnch 
Temrofthi  a  powerful  minifter,  he  feigned  himfelf  to  be  fick,  and  feiit 
42^  cyclcy  f-Qj.  j^jjjj^  ^jjj  ordered  him  to  be  ftabbed  as  he  entered  die 
^^*       apartment ;  foon  after  which,  his  whole  kindred,  to  the  thad 
generation,  underwent  the  fame  fate ;  by  which  the  empoe 
was  delivered  from  a  rapacious  monfter,  and  his  adherenlSi 
This  did  not  deter  Lieu-pang  from  purfuing  his  defign,  aod 
marching  againft  him.     Ing-wang^  on  the  other  hand,  raifeJ 
an  army,  and  ftrcngthened  it  with  a  good  number  of  vcterm 
which  he  drew  out  of  feveral  of  his  garrifons.  Biit  Ueu-paig 
found  means  to  alienate  them,,  by  fending  a  vaft  number  ci 
his  troops  among  them,  under  the  notion  of  deferters ;  aw 
as  foon  as  he  found  the  imperial  army  ready  to  revolt  in  hi 
jP'^^r^^*^  favour,  came  fuddenly  upon,  and  eafily  defeated   it.    Th 
iy  Lieu-   emperor,  finding  himfelf  thus  abandoned,  threw  himfelf  a 
P*°E*        his  feet,  and  delivered  up  to  him  the  feals,  and  other  infignia 
of  the  imperial  dignity,  after  he  had  reigned  only  fbrty-^w 
^  days ;  and  Lieu-pang  entered  the  city  in  triumph,  which  k 
delivered  up  to  be  plundered  by  his  troops  ;  but  with  an  ei 
prefs  order,  that  they  fhould  not  ufe  any  of  the  inhabitant! 
ill.     After  that,  he  marched  ftrait  ta  the  palace,  where  hi 
ibund  an  unmenfe  treafure ;  and  caufed  himfelf  foon  after  ta 

to 
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;kf. proclaimed  empeix>r,  and  became  the  foundek"  of  a  txm 
:dynaily.  "^ 

fbe  Fifth  Dynaftj^  called  Han,  containing  25  Emperors  ^'ft^  4^- 
'  '    wiibin  the  Space  of  426  Tears.  """^^ 

%  J  lEV'PANG  at  firft  tok  only  the  title  of  king  of  Tfm,       I. 
.  -  *-<  the  capital  o£  which  he  had  lately  taken,   and  ex-  Lica- 
ditnged  his  9wn  name  for  that  of  Kau-tfu.     But  he  had  a  P^'^g » 
tival  who^ufe  him  ipiuch  trouble,  viz.  the  general  Hyang*^^^*^^^^ 
aJytt,  lately  mentioned,  a  man  of  an  haughty  and  brutifli  na-  5f '    ^  , 
ture,  who,  not>yithftanding  his  pretended  reconciliation  ^^/^dncJe^ 
ittm,'  fet  the  city  and  impei-ial  palace  on  fire,  committed  many      ^^    * 
dreadful  outrages  on  the  tombs  and  bodies  of  the  deceafe^  Btf,  Chr* 
tiags  of  Tfin  :  and  with  his  own  hand  murdered  the, dethroned     206. 
emperor,  under  pretence  that  Lieu-pang  had  fhewn  him  too 
touch  refpeft.     He  committed  many  other  bloody  murders  Hyang 
ll^d  outrages,  which,  as  they  rendered  him  odious  to  all  the  <!^^j 
iUdiers,  fo  they  fcrved  as  a  foil  to  fet  off  tfie  juftice,  mode-  ^«»  «»^ 
tatbn,  and  clemiency,  of  Lieu^pang,  commits 

HYANC'HYU  refolved  next  to  murder  the  king  of  Tfu,  ^"^y  ^^^* 
to  whom  he  owed  his  advancement,  and  to  make  a  bold  pulh  ^^^^^^ 
for  the  empire ;  and  marched  towards  rhe  city  of  Kyew-kyang^ 
jsi  the  province  of  Kyang-Ji,  where  that  prince  then  refided  % 
who,  iufpefting  nothing  of  his  treacherous  defigpj  came  out 
,10  meet  him,  and  was  affaffinated  upon  the  fpot.    \LieU'pang^ 
grieved  at  the  murder  (^  his  noble  benefaftdr,  ordered  thf* 
inoft  magnificent  obfequies  to  be  performed  to  him ;  and^ 
from  that  time,  became  a  fwom  enemy  to  Hyang-hyu.  Thefe 
two  had  many  a  bloody  conteft  for  the  imperial  diadem  ;  in 
ime  of  which  Li^-pang  having  totally  defeated  him,   the 
traitor  flew  himfeif,  to  avoid  falling  into  his  hands.    This  put 
an  end  to  the  war ;  and  the  ftates  of  the  empire,  being  con-  Liea- 
Voked)  declared  Lieu-pang  emperor  under  the  name  of  Kaii-  pang  de^ 
tfu.  ^He  kept  his  court  at  firft  in  the  province  of  Shen^fi^  but  ctared  em* 
removed  it  srfterwards  to  that  of  Ho^nauy  where  it  continued  ^^^* 
Ae  fpace  of  ninety-fix  years,  under  twelve  emperors.     He   ■ 
Idgned  twelve  years;  and,  in  hrs  lail  ficknefs,  nominated^  Sis  death. 
fcn  Wheyrti  his  fucceflbr,  and  appointed  him  a  fet  of  ttiilli^ 
fters  in  whom  he  might  confide.  •     ^ 

.  II.  MHKTzTIy  alias  Hoey^  was  a  prince  who  had  matiy      II. 
good  qualities,  but  they  were  all  unfortunately  {wallowed  up  Whey-ti-l 
partly  by  his  exceffive  love  of  women,  and  partly  by  his  too  Yearofthit 
great  complaifance  to  his  ambitious  mother,  whom  he  iil-  ^^d  cycles 
trufled  with  the  fole  caf^-  of  the  empire,-  and  "Who  became      ^^^, 
odious  to  the  whole  nation  for  her  cruelties  towards  thofe  fhe  ^^/*  ^^* 
Mod.  IfasT.  Vol.  VIII.  D  d  did     *94- 
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did  not  like,  and  whom  (he  commonly  caufed  to  be  dHj 
by  polfon.     She  went  fo  far  as  w  attempt  to  poifon  the 
of  Tyff,  who  was  the  emperor's  elder  brother,  and  was 
to  vUIt  him  in  his  Ccknefs ;  but  was  hapjnly  preTeo^ 
the  emperor,  who  fnatched  the  cup  out  of  his  hand,    fl 
reigned  but  feven  years,  and  died  opprefled  with  the 
infirmities  which  his  loofe  life  had  brought  upon  him.  ^ 
heWf  his  mother,  fearing  left  one  of  his  broch«rs  ibould 
fet  on  the  throne,  gave  out  that  (he  had  a  child  (which 
a  boy  fbe  had  tx>ught  of  a  country-\i^*oinan),  and  de  ' 
him  empaor,  and  herielf  his  guardian ;  and,  to  a7<Hd 
difcovered,  caufe  the  mother  to  be  ftrangled. 
Lya-hew.      LYU-HEIV,  alias  Uu'heva{C),  was  no  loiq[cr fuflferod 
Te^  9fthi  \^^2LV  the  imperial  title  than  it  fuited  with  the  tyrannic  vl 
^2d  cydtf  Qf  his  pretended  mother,  that  is,  about  eight  years  ;  at 
Bff^Chr   ^^^  ^  which  (he  caufed  him  to  be  murdered,  and,  by 
•^g_    '  means,  difcovered  the  fecret  artifice  which  her  amUtion 
prompted  her  to.    She  had,  by  that  time,  raifed  a  gres^  r 
of  her  relations,  from  the  loweft  rank,  to  the  highcfl 
nitics  in  the  empire,  and  fome  of  them  to  the  fovereigntyeft] 
provinces,  for  which  they  were  to  pay  her  homage ;  aid  al 
of  them  had  behaved  fo  infolendy  \A  th^k  high  ftations,  1 
the  nobles  had  combined  together  to  reduce  thjem  to  their 
Death  of  (line  obfcurity,  when  that  wicked  poncefs  was  takes  aw^^ 
the  em-     by  a  fudden  death,  and  delivered  the  nation  both  from  hef  J 
frefs,         tyranny,  and  from  tnat  of  her  creatures,  who  were  aJi  m;^ 
facred  throughout  the  empire.     The.ftates  immediately  pRH« 
eeeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  new  ©up^iwr ;  and  raifed  Fnt-f^fl 
the  fecond  fon  of  Kau-tfu^   who-  \Ka$  then  forere^  of  t* 
fmall  ftate,  to  that  dignity.  i'4' 

ni-  III.  VE  N'T  I  proved  fo  wife  and  virtuous  a  prince,  that  In « 

Vcn-ti      qujckly  recovered  the  fplendor  of  th^  imperial  dignity,  and 
chofsK  em-  reftored  peace  and  wealth  throughout  the  reahn.     His  friiga* 
rZrofthe  '^^^  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^^^  ^^  forbad  all  utenfds  of  gold  aad  filvcr  » 
4^dcvclf  ^^  ^^^  ^"  ^^^  palace,  and  the  wearing  of  filks  to  his  wivei.  ; 
2?     *  He  likewife  remitted  the  duty  upon  fait,  and  one  half  U  * 
£ef,  Chr,  the  other  ordinary  taxes ;  and  ordered  all  the  oid  people  itf  . 
179.  -   every  city  to  be  maintained  at  his  own  e^pence.     Heordesei 
the  copper  money,  which  was  no-where  coined  but  in  tW 
metropolis,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of  the  fnt^eAs^,  efpe*  \ 
.  /     ciaUy  of  tbofe  who  Uved  at  a  diiku^ce  from  it^  to  i>e  every' 

(C)  It  mull  he  obferved  here,  the  monarchs  beloagt^g  to  |Mf 
that  the  Chim/e  antialifts  neither  dyn>fty,  but  accotatthatqxCfe 
place  him  nor  the  emprei«  among    as  aauforpatiwpf  cytgbcycvs. 

where 
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XXVni-  KAU-VANG,  though  he  prctcpdcd  to  have, only  XX Vllt 
puniflied  one  parricide  by  another,  waa  yet  greatly  hated  for     Kau- 
that  aftion;  infon^uch,  that  feveral  tributary  pripces  with»  y.^^"^', 
drew  their  allegiance  from  him.     He  wa$,  however,  a  mild    oj^-^i 
and  good  prince,  and  gave  fome  eminent  proofs  of  his  pa-  3      P'^'' 
ternal  lave  for  hk  f^ibjefts  (Y).  .He  r^gned  fifteen  years,  and  '• 

yas  Succeeded  by  his  fon. 

XXIX.  dHEY'LYE'VANG,  alias  Ghei-hew,  began  his    XXIX. 
reign  about  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars -between  the  tri-     Ghejr- 
butary  princes,  which  lafted  near  300  years,  which  epochk  is  •^^'^^^* 
from  thence  ftyled,  hy  the  Chine/et  the  years  ofivar,  or  war lih    o^  ^^ 
^g^^y  when  every  petty  fovereign  ftrove  to  make  himfelf  *«•  ^  '^F  '* 
dependent,  and  lord  it  over  his  rivals,  and  the  iiihperial  dig-       ''* 
aity  brought  fo  low,  that  thefe  monarchs  faw  their  authority 
trampled  under  foot,  the  provinces  taken  from  them  by  de- 
grees, whilft  they  hardly  retained  the  bare  name  of  fovereigos. 

The  kingdom  of  Tfin  was  divided  between  four  princes,  who 
had  conquered  it,  one  of  whom,  famed  for  his  battles,  had 
formed  the  defign  of  fwallowing  up  the  other  three.  He  wa$ 
prevented  indeed  by  dcatli;  but  his  fon, ,  equally  ambitious 
and  unquiet,  picked  a, quarrel  with  the  kings  of  Han  and  Gay^ 
and  forced  them  to  yield  fome  territories  to  him.  He  next 
tried  to  do  the  fame  by  the  king  of  Chariy  another  neighbour ; 
but  was  defeated,  and  flain  by  him,  together  with  his  whole 
family,  and  his  head  cut  9fF,  and  made  a  drinking-cup  of.  The 
king  of  Lu  made  likewife  war  againft  that  of  Tyf,  took  fome 
i:onfiderabl€  places  from  hiiii,  and  obliged  him  to  fue  for  a 
peace.  As  for  Ghey-lye-vangy  we  hear  nothing  of  Jiim,  but 
that  he  reigned  twenty-four  years,  and  left  the  crowu  to  his 
fon.  ' 

XXX.  iV6^^Ar-r^^C7's  reign  is  recorded  for  nothing  but     XXX. 
for  the  wars  which  reigned  between*  the  petty  kings,  particu-    ^gan- 
iarly  thofc  of  Tfm  and  Ghey,  in  which  the  latter  was  the  moft  J^^^^  y 
iuccefsful  5  but  U'ki,  the  general,  who  had  gained  him  feveral  To'^^f^j^^ 
yiftories,  being  envied  by  his  courtiers,  withdrew  himfelf  pri-  ^^  ,  J^    * 
vately  to  the  former>  and  turned  the  fcales  againft  his  old 

mafter,-  and  became  very  great  at  this  fecond  court. .   Being 
•here  likewife  envied  by  the  grandees,  he  refolved  to  reform  ' 
the  government  by  limiting  their  authority,  and  lodging  the 

(Y)  It  will. not  be  amifs  to  this   dynafty,    which,    in   due 

obferve  to   our   readers,    that  courfe,  is  but  the  twenty  eighth. 

Martini,  and  fome  other  Chi-  fince  both  reigns  not  exceeding  / 

^ffi  annalids,  reckon  the  reigns  eight  months,  ought  rather  to 

of  the  two  (lain  princes  among  be  included  with  ^e  £ril  of  the 

the  reft,  and  fo  make  this  of  following  one. 


K^urvang  to  be  the  thirtieth  of 


power 
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that  the  treafory  ought  to  be  put  in  a  condidoa^  fu[ 

the  expences  of  the  ftate.    An  unhappy  acddent^'which 

pened  foon  after,  had  like  to  have  been  attended  with 

confequences  to  him :  His  eldeft  fon  having,  as  was  then 

given  a  feaft  to  a  number  of  young  princes,  amongft 

.    ,       was  one  who  was  Ms  great  favourite,  they  carrried  their 

bauch  To  hi^,  that  it  came  to  a  quarrel,  in  wluch  the 

peror*s  fon  ftabbed  his  favourite  to  death;  upon  which 

father  of  the  deccafcd  fwore  he  would  \k  revenged  on 

imperial  family ;   and  engaged  fix  tributary  princes  in 

quarrel,  who  aftually  joined  fcMrces  with  him.    It  was 

diis  occafion  that  the  emperor  fent  the  genend  J-fi, 

tioned  in  the  laft  note,  with  a  powerfiil  army  againft 

who  had  the  addrefs  to  draw  them  into  a  province  where 

could  fcarcely  get  any  provifion ;  whilft  Mmfelf  was  wdl 

tified  in  his  camp,  and  had  plenty  of  all  things.  When 

confederates  found  that  thcy^  muft  either  fight  or  be  famifl 

they  agreed  to  attack  his  camp  on  all  fides  at  once.     Th^ 

were,  however,  fVoutly  repulfed,  and  fell  into  a  difbrdo^ 

ffight ;  but  were  purfucd  with  fuch  terrible  (laughter,  thi 

the  fix  princes  were  either  (lain  by  the  imperial  foldiersy  orj 

killed  themfclves,  to  avoid  falling  into  their  hands.  •  ^ng^ 

reigned  feventeen  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon.       ■*! 

V.         ;  V.  VU'TI^  alias  Bi-a-aWy  .was  endowed  with,  moft  exc*^ 

Vu-ti.       lent  qualities,  but  naturally  warlike,  as  his  laft  name  cxp 

^'T^/f^  it ;   and,  to  indulge  that  inclination,  fent  for  all  the  . 

^IdcyeUf  phJi(^ophcrs,  to  confult  with  them  about  the  conqucft 

SiACbr.  ^^°^  neighbouring  country ;  but  was  greatly  furprifed  to  t 

1 4a      ^^^^  *11  againft  it,  and  to  prefer  peace  before  the  m©fl  juft  wi^  1 

His  great   which  fooner  or  later  proves  fatal  to  a  ftate.     He  did  hc«H 

modera-     ever  yield .  to  their  advice ;  and  gave  himfelf  wholly  to  ^ 

tion,  \        cares  of  his  government,  which  he  only  relieved  at  proper 

'^  times  by  hunting;  but  even  here,  confiderihg  that  His  pab 

took  up  too  much  ground,  and  were  a  lofs  to  the  people^  lie 

contrafted  them  into  a  narrower  compafs.     He  made  fcvoal! 

wholfome  laws  and  regulations ;  and  ordained,  atnong  otbrf 

,  things,  that,  when  a  prince  died,  his  eftate  fhould  be  equalJjj 

divided  among  his  children  ;^nd  that,  when  any  died  witboBt: 

lawful  heirs,  their  fovereignties  fhould  revert  to  the  crown.  '^ 

Hb  was  a  great  encourager  of  learning,  and  of  the  rcpsi*. 

llttiing  thole  books  that  had  efcaped  the  public  ruin,  "Mk^ 

he  caufed  to  be  taught  in  the  fchools,  together  with  the  modi! 

Foible  for  of  Confucius  and  Mencius,    His  greateft  foible  was,  his  fond* ; 

impojiors.  nefs  for  fome  impoftors,  who  promifed  him  imlnortality  If 

the  drinking  of  a  certain  liquor  of  their  own  making  ;  and 

by  whom  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  build  a  palace  all  of  ^ 

.  "ffloJ 
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XXVni^  KAU'VANG,  though  he  prctcpded  to  have, only  XX Vllt 
punifhed  one  parricide  by  another,  wa»  yet  greatly  hated  for     Kau- 
that  aftion;  infonjuch,  that  feveral  tributary  pripces  with»  ^^^"^*, 
drew  their  allegiance  from  him.     He  was,  however,  a  mild    o^^i 
and  good  princp,  and  gave  fome  eminent  proofs  of  his  pa-  3  * ^    * 
ternal  lave  for  his  f^ibjefts  (Y).  He  r^gu^  fifteen  years,  and  *♦ 

>yas  Aicceeded  by  his  fon, 

XXIX.  GHEY'LYE'VANG,  zXm  Ghei-hew,  began  his    XXIX. 
rdgn  about  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars -between  the  tri-     Ghejr- 
butary  princes,  which  lafted  near  300  years,  which  epochi  is.  •^^•'*^^S- 
from  thence  flyled,  by  the6*i«^,  lh& years  ofiuar,  ovvjorlih    g  a^!/ 
(igeSi  when  every  petty  fovereign  ftrove  to  make  himfelf  in-  ^  '  ^    ' 
dependent,  and  lord  it  over  his  rivals,  and  the  iiihperial  dig-       ''' 
nity  brought  fo  low,  that  thefe  monarchs  faw  their  authority 
trampled  under  foot,  the  provinces  taken  from  them  by  de- 

grpe$,  whilfl  they  hardly  retained  the  bare  name  of  fovereigns. 
The  kingdom  of  TJin  was  divided  between  four  princes,  who 
had  conquered  it,  one  of  whom,  famed  for  his  batdes,  had 
formed  the  defign  of  fwallowing  up  the  other  three.  He  was 
pcvented  indeed  by  death;  but  his  fon, , equally  ambitious 
and  unquiet,  picked  aquarirel  with  the  kings  of  Han  and  Gay, 
and  forced  them  to  yield  fome  territories  to  him.  He  next 
tried  to  do  the  flime  by  the  king  of  Chariy  another  neighbour ; 
but  was  defeated,  and  flain  by  him,  together  with  hi3  whole 
family,  and  his  head  cut  9fF,  and  made  a  drinking-cup  of.  The 
king  of  Lu  made  likevidfe  war  againft  that  of  TJiy  took  fome 
ponfiderable  places  from  him,  and  obliged  him  to  fue  for  a 
peace.  As  for  Ghey-lye-vang^  we  hear  nothing  of  Jiim,  but 
that  he  reigned  twenty-four  years,  and  left  the  crgwft  to  his 
fon.  .      ' 

XXX.  WC^^A^-ry^iVC^'s  reign  is  recorded  for  nothing  but     XXX. 
for  the  wars  which  reigned  between*  the  petty  kings,  pahicu-    Ngan- 
larly  thofc  of  Tfm  and  Ghey,  in  which  the  latter  was  the  moft  J'^^^^ , 
fuccefsful ;  but  V-kty  the  general,  who  had  gained  him  feveral  Tl^^''^]^^ 
yiftories,  being  envied  by  his  courtiers,  withdrew  himfelf  pri-  ^  ,  ^^  * 
vately  to  the  former,  and  turned  the  fcales  againft  his  old 

mafter;  and  became  very  great  at  this  fecond  court. .   Being 
•  here  likewife  envied  by  the  grandees,  he  refolved  to  reform  ' 
the  government  by  limiting  their  authority,  and  lodging  the 

(Y)  It  will. not  be  amifs  to  this   dynafty,    which,    in   due 

obferve  to    our   readers,    that  courfe,  is  but  the  twenty  eighth, 

^artim,  and  fome  other  Chi-  fince  both  reigns  not  exceeding  / 

f^fe  annalids,  reckon  the  reigns  eight  months,  ought  rather  to 

of  the  two  flain  princes  among  be  included  with  the  firft  of  the 

^he  reft,  and  fo  make  this  of  following  one. 
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and,  to  prercnt  his  cmprcfs  railing  ^iny  troubles  in  fai^ 
her  {cm^.ccmdeBm^  ho?  to  <taifc!  oa  fiyge  prctaepaM  ^ 
and  only  gave  her  the  choiee  of  it,    Vu^  nagoed  fift 
y^^grSy  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  abo«e>-BeBtiofiecL 

VI.  VI.  CBAU'TI,  ali^  Hiaa-chm,  tliQiighfe  «rjr  yi 
Chao-to.   gave  the  greateft  marks  o£  a  oiaft  eaneHmr  diCptdkiOfafi 
Yiorofthe  y^  very  obferving  of  his  wife  gnac£an's  iii(hn£fioa^'r 
44/^  cjM^  Qo  lefs  liberal  to  thofe  who  faiAfaUy  fcuved  tfae  flactt. 

36-  dearth  happening  in  his  re^ja,  hctnot  only  remitted  tiie  1 
^  •  taxes  of  ffr^n,  but  aflifted  hia  indigent  fiibjeaswida<»«i 
their  fubSftence.  He  next  condnded  an  hoooaiable 
with  th^  Tartars  \  but  died  foon  after,  to  ffegreat  r^ler 
(us  people,  in  the  thirtseotfa  year  olF  his  njgn ;  a&d,  lem 
no  mue,  wq&  fucce^ed  by  bis  undc  Hyau^tiy'^iA,  Ae eflli^ 
lent  of  the  whole  nation.  However,  he,  proving  a  vmfM^ 
bauched  prince,  without  either  affediim  for  his  fubj^as-«'# 
regard  for  his  moft  fsutfaful  oounfeUors,  was  fbon  afeer  iliiiiilH 
by  them,  firipped  ^  aU  eniigns  of  the  knpenal  dignity,  tflft 
f^Qt  to  die  litde  ib^er^ixty  whence  they  had  called  im  #1 
the  empire,  after  a  Ihort  reign  of  feven  months.  The  Aatts 
chofe  in  his  ftead, 

VII.  Vn.  SWEN'TI,  alias  Sl-ven,  the  grandfon  of  the  cah 
Swen-ti.  peror  Vu^iiy  who  had  been  educated  in  a  prifon  with  tiie  a|f 
Yearofthi  pj^g  his  mother,  to  which  fhe  had  been  confined  on  aaa# 
44/^  w/ff  juft  fufpicion  of  deftroying  the  princes  and  pripeefles  of  ik^ 
2^f  Ch     ^^^^  ^y  witchcraft.    Here  his  misforma»  enabled'  him  H 

'-y     ^*  learn  many  excellent  leflbns  from  her,  wlijch  made  Ykce^ 

pf  the  empire ;  and  his  keq>er  took  fuch  portictiiar  cair 

him,  that,  upon  iiis  acceffion  to  the  throne,  herrewardedU 

Vis  mid  y^  a  principality.    He^was  mild  and  compafSonate^  e^ 

gm)€rn'     accefs,  and  arduous  to  the  afiairs  of  fbte.    He  revivedrlll 

munt.        office  of  cenfors,  which  had  been  fupprefled  by  His  predecefi 

Makts       ^s;  caufed  OLaA  information  to  be  brought  to  fainis  of  tii| 

jfome'wbol'  behaviour  of  his  minlfters;  gave  frequent .  audience  te  hi 

Jcmel-egu'  fiibjedls,  efpecially  to  the  widows  and  orphans ;;  aad  enom* 

lations.      yagcd  more  particularly  meihorials  being  preiented  tolijpli 

becaufe  they  gave,  him  more  leifnre  %o  examine  the  tsde  thtf 

^y  an  audience.    He  r^uced  the  multitude  of  laws  to  a  ctf^ 

tain  number  of  articles ;  and  abrogated  the  reft,'  as  teDdiqjC 

only  to  perplex  matters,  and  perpetuate  fnits.  » 

*  In  his  reign  the  Indian  princes,  whpm  his:grand&ther  hd 

Wipiadtd  fubdu^d,  ftiook  ofFthe  yoke ;  and  he  was  preparic^  tomaiiJi 

frofna       agalnftthem,  butwaidiffiiadedfr^m  it  byhiftminiile»,«^ 

nj^ar,        reminded  him,  that  th<;  bleod  of.  his  fubjofb  ought  ta  \ll 

dearer  to  him  than  any  conqnefls  \  and-  that  thofe^  wi]ar^ 

(i^f^  the  bl?fiii^of  h^  wife  govermnent,  were  unwortHf  rf 
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|k|»  There  htppeaed  in  his  dme  fome  dreadful  ea^hquakes, 
Hirhich  rent  whole  mountains  afunder,  liii^  up  vailies,  and 
fpread  as  umverfal  terror  through  that  whole  fpperftitipus  nd- 

K9  ^hieh  looked  upon  them  as  forerunners  of  greater  evils, 
le  time  after  a  Tartarian  king  fent  an  ambafly  to  Swen-ti^ 
Irlucb  was  at  firft  fufpeftcd  of  fome  fmift^  views ;  but  upon 
Iks  appearing,  by  the  rich  ftirs  they  brought  with  them,  and 
tbe  TOioage  they  came  to  pay  him,  that  the  intent  of  thdr 
iPQiing  was  only  to  promote  a  mutual  commerce,  they  were 
p|»cipufly  received,  and  treated  as  envoys  of  an  ally,  Siuen-ti 
^pgp^di  tweftty-fivc  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 
b   VIH.  YWEN'TI,  ^as  iuen,  is  juftly  c^ebrated  for  hU    VUL 
|9ve  cf  learning  and  learned  men ;  for  his  tender  regard  for  Ywcn-ti. 
|i^s  fubjefts  ;  and,  above  all,  for  his  fii^lar  fi-ugality,  which  Year  cf  the 
jViade  him  difcard  a  great  number  of  fuperfluous  domeftics,  45'^0'^^^> 
■Fith  refpeA  to  furniture,  diet,  ftables,  equipage,  isc.  accord-  «  r^chr 
||g  to  a  fevourite  maxim  he  feldom  loft  fight  of.  That  he,    '-^g, 
jiprbo  could  be  contented  with  a  little,  would  want  nothing. 
|Je  was  however  unhappy  in  the  indifcreet  choice  he  made  of  ^inftdar 
his  minifters,  whom  he  raifed  chiefly  for  fheir  pblitenefs  zxAfi'H'^^^^y* 
eloqticncc,  without  any  other  regard  to  their  wifdom  or  ex- 
^^^neope ;  by  witch  means  his  court  was  filled  with  faftious  ^^^^Jfoke 
j^ophants,  who  drew  him  into  all  their  meafures,  and  got  ^^•'* 
fpm  by  de^ees  to  turn  ail  the  men  of  virtue  and  merit  o\xy^'^^' 
jf  faS9  fervicc.    He  was  guilty  of  another  and  groffer  piece  of  Bafinefs 
^i(|uftice  with  regard  to  the  troops  which  guarded  the  great  toiheTzx- 
^falJi,  who  beheaded  the  Tartarian  princes  whom  they  took  ^*"- 

r  oners  as  they  were  hunting  on  the  mountains ;  for,  inftead 
puniftung  their  conunander  for  his  treachery  (the  former 
ri  with  that  nation  ftill  fubfifting),  he  rewarded  him  for 
This  had  like  to  have  brought  on  a  new  war;  the  fuc-! 
(%(E>r  of  one  of  thoie  princes  b^ng  then  levying  a  numerous 
army,  and  making  a  powerful  confederacy,  againft  him  ;  to 
/ward  off  which,  he  was  obliged  to  give  him  a  princefs  of  the 
imperial  family  in  mgrriage,  with  a  very  rich  dower.  This 
ilorm  was  fcarccly  over,  when  he  perceived  that  a  mprc 
ibngeroii's  war  was  ready  to  break  out,  within  the  empire, 
jltnong  the  numerous  parties  formed  by  the  minifters,  the 
ipprehenfion  of  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  haftened  his  deaths 
|[c  rdgned  fixteen  y^ars,  and  died  in  the  forty-third  year  of  J?^^^* 
his  ^e,  and  w^s  fucceeded  hy  his  fon* 

^.  lX»  CHING/TI^  a  flave  to  wine  and  wopien,  and  tp  all     IpC. 
other  infamous  pleafures,  was  wholly  goverhed  by  his  mpr  Chi»g-tj. 
ther,  who  96nf<?rred  the  moft  important  pofts  in  the  empu-e  '^earofthe 
on  her  own  relations.    He  afterwards  fell  io  paffipnately  in  45^^  O^'^* 
foye  with  an  aftrefe,  that  he- turned  his  lawfol  wife  out  of  his     ^9- 

D  d  4  palace, 
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Bef.  Cbr,  palace,  to  make  room  for  her  ;  and  then  d^ared  her  emprefs, 

S't*      giving  her  father  a  principality,  to  conceal  the  meaonefe  d 

her  birth.    Several  of  his  minifters,  having  reprefisitcd  to 

him  the  difcitdit  of  fnch  a  Ihamefnl  alUance,  were  all  pat  ta 

.death.    Many  other  brutal  crimes  he  was  guilty  of  ;    and 

many  more  he  would  have  committed,  had  not  a  fudden  dcadi 

(F)  put  an  end  to  his  odious  reign  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of 

it.    He  left  no  iilii^ ;  but  was  fucceeded  hy  his  nephew. 

X.  X.  HTAU'NGAY'TI,  ali^iV^iiy,  though  but  eig^teea 

Hy  au-      years  old,  gave  great  hopes  of  a  mild  and  happy  reign  by  I^ 

^^y*        early  care  in  reforming  the  ftate,  difpladng  all  the  wicked 

Tearofibe  fluniftcrs  of  his  predccdlbr,  and  filling  their  places  with  men 

^^f,^^  '  of  known  virtue  and  probity.    In  his  rdgn  Tan-gtiy  king  of 

Bef,  Cbr.  ^^  Tartars^  ^me  in  perfon  to  pay  homage  to  him,  and  to 

16.    v'  confirm  the  peace  which  either  he  or  his  predeceflbr  had  mad^ 

>yith  the  emperor  Swen-ti.    He  was  received  in  a  magniHcenl 

man/ier,  and  ^  firm  peace  renewed  hetw^n  the  two  natioDs. 

Dies  the    The  emperor  died  the  very  year  after ;  which  was  that,  ac- 

ytar  in      cording  fo  the  Chinefe  annalifts  *,  in  which  the  Saviour  of  the 

avhich       world  was  bom ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  prince  defcended 

Chrift'was  fj-Qm  Twen-ti^  the  eighth  monarch  of  this  dynafty. 

^^^  XL  HYAU-PING'TI  was  but  nine  years  old  whca  he 

TT      *       came  to  the  crown  ;  and  his  grandmother  imprudently  pot 

'  pine  ^^^  under  the  guardianftiip  of  Fang-mang^  whom  fhe  made 

V,_i^_,-^  a  Ko'lau  ;  a  man  of  fugh  unbounded  ambition  and  artfulne(S| 

THE    that  he  made  no  fcruple  to  commit  the  moft  enormous  croel- 

F I R  S  T  ties  to  attain  to  the  imp<:rial  dignity.     He  began  with  difcaid- 

YEAR  ing  his  aflbciatcs,  and  other  perfons  of  virtue  and  merit ;  thai 

OF      erefted  feveral  principalities,  which  he  bellowed  on  his  own 

CHRIST  creatures ;  and  at  length  caufed  fome  poifon  to  be  mixed 

^^"^y'y^  with  the  emperor's  food,  which  in  a  few  days  brought  lum  ta 

^°y  the  laft  extremity.     AU  this  while  th^  traiterous  villain  pe- 

^*  ^  Vid.  Noel,  Couplet,  Martini,  Dv  Haldb,  &  al.  &b 

Ngan  &  Hyau-ngan.     See  alfo  befoe^,  p.  345,  &  feq. 

(F)  ^e  is  fufpedted  to  have  down  dead  as  he  was  dref&ng 

been  poifoii^d  by  the  orders  of  himfclf ;  and,  what  confirmed 

his  wicked  mother,  who  had  hi-  this  fufpicion,  was*  that  oxie  of 

therto  led  him  into  moil  of  his  her  relations,  fuppofed  to  have 

enormities;  for  he  was  in  p^r-  admi^iflered  the  draught  to  hini, 

fed  health  the  night  befctre,  and  being  like  to  be  tryed  for  i^ 

had  cue  himfelf  out  a  deal  of  killed  himfelf,  to  prevent  all  fi^ 

bufinefs  to  be  done  early  n^xt  ^e  difcovery  (25). 
^f  Y  i  ^but,  on  the  morning,  fell 

(75]  Martini,  (§  «/.  Ju^,  citat^  fub  Chiai. 
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tended  to  be  tinder  th^  ^eepeft  concern  for  him ;  offered  facri- 
fices  for  lus  recovery^  filled  the  air  with  the  bittereft  criesf»     ^ 
and  even  devoted  Us  own  life  for  that  of  his  prince,  by  which  . 
jneans  his  treafon  went  unfnfpe£led  ;  ^fpecially  as  he  did,'  after 
his  death,  place  the  crown  on  a  young  prince  defcoided  from 
Swen-ti,  the  feventh  emperor  ci  this  dynaKy. 
.    XII.  ZHU'TSE-INQvf^  then  but  two  years  old  when     XXL 
the  K(hlau  raifed  hun  to  Ae  throne,  which  he  onlv  fuffered  Zhu-tfe- 
hiffl  to  enjoy  three  years,   that  is,  till  he  had  fufficiently  ^'^^ 
.ih"eMth«ied  himfelf ;  after  which,  he  depofed  him,  and  (?aufed  '^'      • 
himfelf  tQ  be  prodaimed  emperor.  ^* 

VANG'MANG^  having  thus  iwzed  on  the  crown,  gave  his  Vang- 
fiimily  tjie  name  of  Xfin^  which  iignifies  iVIfti;,  as  well  as  a  new  mang,  4Ui 
fece  to  the  empire,  by  the  innoyations  he  made  in  it.    He  ufi^rpir. 
divided  it  into  nine  provinces  ;  and  every  province  into  dif-  Afi-Chr. 
trifts,  the  government  of  which  he  gave  to  his  own  crea-       ^* 
turc^ :  he  likewife  ^refted  fome  principalities,  to  increafe  the 
number  of  his  dependents.     By  thefe,  and  other  fuch  pre* 
eantions,  he  thought  his  authority  fo  firmly  fettled^  that  no- 
thing could  wreft  it  from  him ;  when  on  a  fudden  he  faw  the  Ahlou^  ^ 
empire  all  in  a  flame,  and  feveral  armies  marching  3gainft  '^arraifid 
IpiOLr  foHic  commanded  by  the  confederate  lords,  and  others  ^S^^fi 
by  lil;ie  two  brothers  Lyew-Jiev)  and  Lyeiv-itig^  cf  the  family       * 
rf  Hm^     Thefe  wars  proved  long  and  bloody,  and  attended  ^ 

length  with  an  almoft  univerfal  famine^  occafioned  chiefly  by  the 
graflioppers  devourmg  the  harveft ;  and  this  brought  on  freih 
infurr^ions  and  robberies,  which  ended  in  the  death  of  the 
ufurper.  His  army  was  defeated,  his  palace  forced,  pltin-  HisdnoiU 
dcred,  and  burnt,  his  throat  cut,  hisbodymangledin  J)ieces,/*'***  ^ 
and  his  head  ftuck  on  a  pitchfork,  and  expofed  to  the  view 
and  diverfion  of  the  populace.  Thus  fell,  that  bafe  tyrant, 
after  he  had  ufurped  the  crown  fourteen  ye^s. '  The  vifto- 
rious  army,  refolving  to  reftore  it  to  fome  worthy  prince  of 
the  royal  family,  defied  IVbay-yang-vang  to.  that  dignity, 
'  who  was  a  defcendant  of  Ktng-lt^  the  fourth  monarch  of  this 
dynafty. 

XIIL  WHAY'rANG'VANC,  they  foon  perceived,  had    XIII; 
decdved  their  hope^,  who  proved  an  effenainate  and  debauched  Whay- 
princc ;  which  made  them  rcfolve  to  dethrone  him,  after  he  y*"g- 
hadrpgned  two  y^ars,  and  to  deft  another  in  his  ftcad.^^U, 
They  pitched  at  firft  upcm  Wang-larigy  an  impofl:or,   who  ^^^a    * 
pretended  t;o  be  the  foh  of  the  late  emperor  Ching-tiy  the 
plinth  monarch  qf  this  dynafty  y  but,  h^  b^fng  (Ufcovered  and 
beheaded,  they  defted  Lyew-fyew  emperor,  who  aflumed 
the  title  of  ^uang-vu-tif  and  was  defc^nded  from  the  tenth 
foQ  oS  ^ng-Ji,  the  fourth  moiiarch  of  this  dynafty. 

XIY.  ^UANG^ 
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XIV.        XIV.  i^UANC-yU'TI,  ^i*o  hid  had   hnt  m  homdy 
Qouig*    education  in  the  country,  and  had  Aartd  in  tjbe  wants  and 
▼u-ti.        labours  of  his  fellow  ruftics,  becsune  thereby  (o  fcnfible  of 
4fi.  Cbr.  ^  mifcrie^  of  his  fubjefle,  that  he  proved  a  truly  mSd, 
*^      affable,   and  compaffionate  prince;   and,  upon  his  puffing 
through  the  country  where  he  was  bom,  fait  for  feveral « 
his  countrymen,  and  admitted  them  to  his  table.     He  was  no 
lefs  a  patron  to  learned  men,  whom  he  invited  to  his  conr^ 
and  raifed  to  confiderabie  employments.    His  reign,   how* 
ever,  was  difturbed  with  fome  powerful  and  ftaUsom  fiibO* 
tions,  which  took  him  up  near  twehe  years  ia  redodif, 
though,  in  the  fucceis  he  had  ^;ainft  them,  he  ofed  fudi 
fingiHar  moderation,  as  made  him  the  more  admired  andiovcd 
by  all.    He  removed  his  court  from  Sben-fi  to  H^nan ;  and 
jf^^n-     the  Cbine/e  records  mendoo  a  total  eclipfe  of  the  tim,  m  the 
^Aj^        laft  day  of  the  feventh  moon  of  the  46tii,  xxr,  according  to  Du 
§€lipk.       ffaUe^  the  fortieth,  cycle,  which  they  pretend  to  have  hap- 
pened fooner  than  it  ought  to  have  done,  according  to  thor 
calculations  (G).    ^gang-vu  (fied  ia  die  fixty-firft  year  of  Im 
age,  after  he  had  rd^ed  thirty-tl^ee  years ;  and  kft  teft  ibns 
b^nd  him,  one  6f  whom  fucceeded  him. 
XV.         3tV.  MING'TI^  femed  for  his  clcmiency  and  wiftfem,  ind 
Ming-ti.  for  eftablUhing  an  academy  in  his  own  pdaee,  for  die  <$^ieih 
^fi.  Cbr.  tlon  of  princes  and  young  noblonen,  into  which  fll^abgers 
57-.       were  likewife  admitted,  and  would  be  often  pre(ent  at  Sm 
exercifes.'   He  made  choice  of  a  lady  for  his  emprefe,  whet 
was  a  pattern  of  difcretion  and  modefly,  and  nevar  wi^te  afiy 
embroidered  cloaths.    He  caufed  a  bank  ten  lieagues  in  ki^ 
to  be  raifed,  to  prevent  the  frequent  inundatiotis  of  the  ffh^ 
kP»''  ^.y/P^  river 9  in  which  he  employed  iqo,ooo  men. 

{Ol)  If  this  wonderfideclipfe  It  n  therefore  probable,  eitbir 

Wis  the  fame  which  happened  that  fome  errot  hath  crept  iate 

at  the  cracifixion  of  Chrid  (26),  the  Cbinefi  anrids,  or  that  the 

the  Chin^i  annaliib  fhould  ra-  tranflator  migMt    miflabe  die 

tha*  have  faid  contrary  to,  than  wprd,  and  render  it  he/ate,  ia- 

before,  their  calculacion;  for  it  ^ead  of  contrary  to.     As  to  die 

l^f  pehed  19  the  foil  moon,  or  (upernatbraf  oneatourSavioar> 

wlft»  fhd  was  in^  oppofitipn  to  ^rucifisdony'we^  ihall   reier  oor 

.    the  fiia,  a,nd  facotild  not  caufe  reader  to  what  hath  been  Aid 

that  total  dsi,rk|ief8 ;  and  this  a  of  it  in  a  former  part  cf  doy 

C!^/«^ailrcmoxnerco[ildifotbat  work  [tf^, 
know  to  be  contrary  to  q^atiire. 

('iA)  Matt,  t$fi\\,  45.  (a/)  in^  tfttiv,  Ri/isry,  «?/,  Xg  p,  ^ 

It 


It  was  on  the  fecond  year  of  the  forty-iieveiith'i^jl^  txA^ 
~pf  Chrifl  iixty-foQr,  that  he  had  tli^t  dream  we  have  mea« 
tioned  |n  a  former  fe^on  ',  which  iodpced  hka  to  fend  his. 
ambaflkdors'  in  fearch  of  the  Holy  One  that  waf  in  the  'me^^ 
but  who,  inftead  of  his  doArine,  broupht  hpm^  thi^  idol  and 
xwrorfhip  of  F(p,  together  with  the  doAnne  of  tran&ii^fiitioa  ; 
and  he  i$  much  blamed  by  th^  Chine/e  tuftoriaos,  £^  having 
ftdmitted  them  into  his  dominions.  I^  reigned  ^^teen. 
years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 

XVI.  SH^NG-TI  enjoyed  a  peaceable  reigja  of  thirteea    XVT. 
years,  irUdi  was  chiefly  owing  to  Us  wifdom,  virtue^  and  ^l>^ang-ti. 
fendo:  regard  for  his  fubjefts,  whofe  t^gt^s  he  lefleoed,  ^std  4*^'  ^^* 
to 'has'  averfion  to  luxury  and  fuperfluous  expence.    He  ijir^s      75* 
often  recommending  to  his  nobles  the  oeconomy  of  the  An? 
dents,  and  was  himfelf  a  perfeA  pattern  of  it*    He  died  in 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceed^  by  his 
fon. 

XVH   HO'TI  was  then  but  ten  years  old,  and  under  the    XVII. 
piardi^nfliip  of  his  mother ;  but  that  did  not  hinder  his  fam«  / /^^^ 
and  power  from  extending  Ufelf  to  very  remote  countries,  ^gg    * 
He  had  a  wife  and  valiant  g^neral^  named  Pun-chau^  who 
obliged  a  great  number  of  fovereigps  to  pay  him  hon^ge,  and 
fade  his  proteftion;  and  is  affirmed  to  have  advanced  as  far 
as  Juiea^  which  the  Chine/e  call  Ta-tjin^  and  to  have  fpent 
much  time  in  fuch  lo^g  expeditions.  Ho-tij  through  jealoufyi 
divorced  his  firft  emprefs,  who  died  fobs  after  of  grief,,  aiul 
Qiarried  the  g^and-daughter  ofi:>ne  of  his  generals,  who  was 
a  mirror  of  her  fex,  for  her  rare  ikill  in  aU  the  Chinefe  learn* 
ing,  and  much  mcx-e  ftill  for  her  fmgular  modefly ;  infomuch» 
.  that  when  the  ufual  compliments  and  prefents  came  to  be 
made  tp  her,  on  ho:  advancement,  fhe  would  accept  of  no«*         * 
thing  but  a  few  pencils,  and  a  fine  fort  of  paper,,  newly  in- 
vented,    JSo'ti  was  one  of  the  firfl  who  raifed  the  eunuchs  of 
his  court  to  an  exorbitant  height  of  power,  which  hath  proved 
fince  fo  fatal  to  the  empir^  by  advandng  them  tp  the  higheft 
pofb  of  it.    ijb  reigned  fcventeen  years,  and  was  fuccoeded! 
By  his  fon. 
^       XVIIL  SBANG-ri,  an  infant  in  the  cradle  when  his  XVHI. 
J   fkther  died,  lived  fcarcdy  a  year ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  Sh«*-^» 
1.  grandfon  of  Chang-ti,  the  uxteenth  monarch  of  this  dy-  -4^*  ^-^• 
I    mj.  *  ^105. 

XIX,  ^GAN'TI  being  bat  thirteen  year$  of  age,  his  mo^    XIX.  ^ 
4^  was  appointed  his  guardian^  and  vefted  with  the  impe-  Ngan-ti* 
liAld^^dity,.  winch  (he  preferved  beyond  the  term  prcfcribed 

I  8e^  before^  p.  \k>%^  tc  fe^. 
...  hsf 
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by  the  laws,  that  (he  might  do  the  more  good  to  the  people. 

His  m§'     It  was  then  a  time  of  great  fcarcity,  and  many  of  them  mofi 

tfnrs  iX"  have  periftied,  if  fhe  had  not  timely  affifted  them.     She  con- 

4</lf9t       ^defcended  to  vifit  the  poor,  even  as  far  as  the  prifons,  tg  give 

rtigm,        them  relief.    Confidcring,  in  the  next  place,  that  an  empire 

of  fuch  vaft  extent,  as  it  now  was,  could  not  eafily  be  pre- 

lerved,  (he  releafed  a  great  number  of  conquered  nations,  and 

foverdgn  princes,  from  the  ufual  homage  and  tribute,  and 

reduced  the  Chinefs  dominions  to  narrower  bounds  (H).     Her 

fon  married  a  lady,  who,  finding  herfelf  barren,  took  another 

woman's  fon  as  her  own,  to  fucceed  to  the  crown ;  and,  to 

prevent  difcovery,  fecretly  poifoned  his  mother.  Ngan  reigned 

nineteen  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  that  fon. 

XX.  XX.  SHU  N'T  I,   the  fon  of  Ngan^ti,  by  a  concubine, 
Shun-ti.  fignalized  the  firft  years  of  his  reign  by  feveral  idftorics  over 

j^/.  Chr.  the  barbarians ;  and  deprived  the  late  emprefs  of  the  funeral 
*^S*  ol^feqvies,  for  h^viM  poifoned  his  mother.  He  made  a  law, 
in  the  fourth  year  ofms  reign,  which  excluded  men  from  the 
inagiftracy,  except  they  were  fiorty  years  old,  or  had  {om^ 
extraordinary  merit  to  fupply  the  wiant  of  age.  In  the  mnth 
year  of  the  cycle,  one  Ma-myen  formed  a  confiderable  army 
of  vagabonds,  who  plundered  the  cities  and  country,  and, 
fluAed  with  fnccefs,  made  a  bold  pu(h  for  the  iniperial  dig* 
nity ;  but  was  defeated,  and  flain,  before  he  could  accompMi 
his  defign.  The  emperor  died  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 
rrign,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  / 

XXI.  XXI.  CHANG'TI,  who  afcended  the  throne  in  the  fecond 
Clumg-ti.  year  of  his  age,  died  before  it  was  expired,  and  was  fucceeded 

.  by 

XXII.  XXII.  CHE'TI^  who,  'though  but  eight  years  old,  gave 
Che*ti.    fome  fignal  marks  of  an  excellent  difpofition;  but  the  em- 

Jft.  Chr.  prefs,  who-  was  his  guardian,  had  a  brother  named  Lyang'ki, 
'44'  who,  abufing  her  authority,  paid  little  or  no  regard  to  the 
young  emperor ;  aijd  did  one  day  behave  before  him  w:ith  fuch 
pride  and  infolence,  at  a  public  affembly,  that  the  prince 
could  not  forbear  cafting  a  threatening  look  at 'him,  and 
whifpering,  l0Ud  en,oug}i  to.be  heard,  that  is  ari  arrogant 
ferfon.     This  faying  coft  him  his  life ;  and  Lyang-hf  jufUy 

.( H )  About  this  time  was  earthquakes ;  cfpecially  one,  i^ 
taken,  and  executed,  the  famed  the  eighth  year  of  it,^which  ex- 
pyrate  Cbang-pf-tuy  who  haci  tended  over  a  great  part  of  the 
infeil^  the  Chinefe  feas  five  or  coaotry,  where  tiie  earth  opened 
fix  years.  In  this  reign  hap-  itfelf,  and  made  di^adfai  de^ 
fttl        '    •'         - 


pcned  likcwife  fom?  dreadful    vaftatibns  (28). 


feuing- 
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fearing  his  refentmcnt,  caufed  him  to  be  polfoned,  /before  h&Poifoue^. 
had  reigned  one  whole  year.    He  was  fucceeded  by  his  bro- 
ther. 

ILlSm.  WHAN'TI  proved  a  weak  prince,  and  a  patron  XXIII. 
of  the  feft  of  lau-kym,  formerly  fpoken  of  «.  ,  Under  him  ^*°'^'' 
the  magiftracy  became  venal,  and  the  eunuchs  were  his  chief '^•^^''' 
favourites.;  which  made  all  the  learned  men  retire  from  his     '  ^' 
palace ;  nor  could  all  his  frefh  invitations  bring  them  back. 
JLyang'kiy  the  murderer  of  the  late  emperorj  and  his  wife, 
virere  raifed  to  the  higheft  honours,  in  which  he  behaved  with. 
fuch  pride  and  infolence,  that  he  even  ventured  into,  the  pa-* 
lace  with  his  fword  by  his  fide,  contrary  to  the  laws.    He 
"Was,  however,  forgiven,  upon  his  fubmiflion;  but  being  be- 
come odibus  to  all,  and  cfpecially  to  the  eunuchs,  who  now 
mgroflcd  the  whole  power,  his  houfe  was  fo  clofely  bcfieged 
with  a  troop  of  them,  that,  finding  no  way  to  efcape  them,  \ 

he  killed  his  wife  and  himfelf.  In  the  twenty-eighth  year  of 
this  cycle,  there  happened  fuch  a  dreadful  faniine  in  feverai 
parts  of  the  empire,  that  the  people  were  obliged  to  feed  on 
human  flefii.  The  emperor  died  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of 
fcis  age,  and  twenty-firft  of  his  reign.  He  left  no  iflue,  though 
he'had  a  great  many  concubines,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  prince 
of th^hmXy of Chang'tL  '    ,        ' 

'    XXIV.  LING'TI  betrayed  a  mil  greater  fondnefs  for   XXIV; 
eunuchs,  and  raifed  them  to  a  higher  pitch  9f  power,  whilft  he  Ling-ti^. 
fhewed  no  lefs  an  averfion  againft  thdfe  who  were  able  to  give  4^''  ^^'^ 
him  better  counfel.    He  was,  moreover,  a  prince  of  unfatiable     *'9» 
avarice,  farcafticalwit,  and  a  four  humorift  (I).     The  only 
goctd  thing  recorded  of  him,   is  his  caufing  the  wife  in- 
ftruftions  of  the  antient  emperors,  contained  in  the  five  dal- 
fical  books,  to  be  engraved  on  marble  tables,  and  publickly 
cxpofed  at  the  entrance  of  the  academy.     But  the  intolerable, 
infolence  of  the  eunuchs  had  rendered  him  fo  odious,  great- 
•  numbers  of  the  nobility  being  put  to  death  for  endeavouring 

«  See  before,  p.  117,  &'feq. 

(I)  Among  other  of  his  hn-  diverfioa  he  took  delight  in,* 

morotts^wliinifies,  he  is  f^id  to  was  in.  taking  the  air  in  hit 

have  eftablifhed  a  fair  in  his  gardens,  in  a  chariot  dra^  ^y 

own  palace,  for  felling  all  forts  affes ;   whence  thofe  Creatures 

of  curioii ties,  and  to  have  taken  came   to  be  preferred  every-' 

a  fingular  delight  in  feeing  his  where  to  horles,  in  ixnitatiM 

concubines  out^bid,   wrangle,  of  the  court  (29), 
and  abufe  each  other.  Another 

(19}  Dit  Hald$,  fuh  Uug'tu 

J  .  t<^• 
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10  (bppre&  it,  that,  in  a  Cttle  time,  fcveral  great  armies  ap« 
peared  in  (he  field,  \irho  Ryltd  themfelves  yellow  caps^  aoi 
were  commanded  by  three  l^rothers,  who  {duadnred  (atm 
provinces ;  but  were  at  length  defeated  and  flwi  ose  after 
another.     Some  barbarian  troops,  fo  they  call  all  Arangers, 
made  llkewife  feveral  attempts  on  the  fron^ers ;.  but  wen 
Ckewife  defeated,  as  were  alfo  fome  remains  of  the  y^sm 
capSf  about  the  fifth  year  of  the  following  cycle,  by  an  «• 
perienced  general,  who  is  reported  never  to  have  gone  into  i 
bed  all  the  ten  years  that  the  wars  lafted.    Ling-ti  died  the  . 
yea^  after,  in  the  thirty-fourfh  of  his  age,  and  twenty-fecond 
of  bis  reign,  without  naming  his  fucceflbr. 
JCXV.         XXV.  HTENTI  had  an  elder  brother,  named  Pyen-ti^ 
Hyen-tL   who  mounted  the  tlirone  after  Ling'tPs  death;  but,  after* 
j^.  Cl/r.  few  mouths  reign,  refigned  it  to  him ;  and  is  not  therefore 
t^9-      numbq-cd  among  the  other  emperors.     Hyen-ti  was  then  bu^ 
young,  and  his  weaknefs  and  indolence,  if  not  rath^  flu{i- 
dity,  proved  the  occalton  of  perpetual  wars,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.     China  was  divided  firft  into  three,  and  then 
into  four*  parts,  under  as  many  fovereigns.     The  eaftern  pare 
rebelled  againft  Tong-che,  general  of  the  imperial  army,  who- 
had  murdered  the  emperor  and  his  brother,  burned  the  pa-^ 
lace,  and  opened  the  imperial  fepulchre^,  where  he  found  aa  | 
*immenle  treafure,  and  then  removed  his  court  into  the  pco- 1 
▼ince  of  Shen-Ji,    His  crimes  did  not  go  long  unpuni0ied ;  he  ' 
was  murdered  the  year  after,  his  body  hung  on  a  fork  in  tbe 
public  market-place,   and  all  his  riches  confifcated*    TB& 
yellov^  caps  had  Ckewife  taken  advantage  of  the  reigning  dif 
orders,  and  were  grown  very  numerous;  but  thefe  werelike^ 
wife  gradually  cut  off  by  Tfau-fau^  who  ufurped  the  unperial 
authority.    Thb  laft  was  ftripped  of  it  the  thirty-fcwad 
fear  of  the  cycle,  by  his  own  fon  Tfau-pou  and  bamfl)ed 
into  a  flnall  principality,  which  he  gave  him,  where.he  didr 
feiurteen  years  after,   generally  defpifed.    Hyen-ti  reigned 
thirty-one  years ;  and  with  him  ended  the  fifth  dynafty. 

Sixth    fteSixibn^aftyj  caliUHtVf'hznjihatis^  tbeUUtr 
Pynafy.^      Family  of  Han,  which  had  Txvq  Emf^ors  wrffl 
the  Space  of  Forty-four  Tears. 

I.       I.  f^HAU'LTE'VANG,  the  firft  monarch  of  this  dynafty, 

Chau-lye-     ^  was  before  called  Ly«t;-//,  and  was  dcfcended  from 

vang.     King'ti,  the  fourth  emperor  of  tjie  preceding  oile.    He  wai 

A/>.  Chr,  very  tall,  and  had  an  air  of  grandeur,  which  commanded  re- 

^20.      fpeft.    His  valour  correfponded  to  his  afpeft,  and  prefcrved 

ftill  an  even  temper,  let  things  go  well  or  ill«    How  he  came 

«• 
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U>  the  imperial  dignity  wc  are  not  told.  ISs  r^^n  bttti  t)tit 
duxe  yeaj^,  and  he  died  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age, 
tGt&  be  had  named  his  fon  Hew-ti  his  fucceflbr,  and  given 
tiim  and  his  prime  minifter  fome  wholfome  diredibions  con- 
aeming  their  future  conduA  (K), 

H.  HEW-TPs  reign  proved  a  troublefome  tme,  through      I^-  ^ 
the  wars  that  raged  among  the  other  fovereigns,   io  whicj^   Htiy-tfc 
tumSelf  loft  two  faossd  generals,  Chang-Ji  and  ^t/^ng-yu^  the 
latter  of  whom  is  idolized  as  the  Chinefe  Mats.    Ko4yang 
received  likewife  feveral  defeats  from  the  king  of  Ghey^  tho* 
lie  always' made  ^good  retreat,  at  which  he  was  moft^c- 
pert.     That  prince  marched  next  with  a  prodigious  army 
igainfl  the  confederate  kings  of  Han  and  £/,  wit)i  an  in- 
tent to  ftrip  them  of  their  territories ;  but,  being  come  to  * 
the  borders  of  ^^  xistx  Tang-tft-kyangy  whofe  waves  were 
^en  very  rough  and  boifterous,  he  cried  out,  Doubtkfs  theji 
are  the  bounds  which  heaven  hath  put  to  the  ambition  ofmor* 
tats  ;  and  immediately 'marched  back.   He  was  foOn  after  de* 
Ceated,  by  his  own  rebellious  general  Song-chau^  who,  fluflied 
with  hU  many  fucceiles,  as  well  as  the  great  fway  he  ha4              ^ 
over  the  army,  refolved  to  make  his  way  to  the  imperial  dijg- 
nity.     Upon  which  Hew-ti's  fon^  feeing  things  in  that  <te-               ^ 
fyGTSLie  condition,  went  to  his  father :    **  There  is,  faid  he, 
•*  now  no  room  to  deliberate ;  and  this  moment  muft  decide 
^*  your  fate,  either  to  vanquifh,  or  die  with  this  Iword  in 
1*  your  hand,  and  your  crown  on  your  head."    Buttheen;i- 
jperor  wanting  courage  to  give  Song-chau  battle,  the  young 
prince  did  k  tekt  it  to  heart,  that,  retiring  into  the  hall  c? 
Us  anceftors,  he  firft  killed  his  wife,  and  then  himfelf.    Sipbzr  72^  impt^ 
tl^et  thiSj  the  impeiial  army  was  cut  in  pieces,  the  paia.ce««^<»^f 

(K)  Mf  fent  for  them  a  litde  '<  tention  and  purfuit ;  I  have 

before  his  death,  and  addreffing  *^  had  too  little  of  it,  to  ferve 

hi^Melf  to  his  prime  i^iiniiler,  *'  yoii  for  an  example ;   bui^ 

Gained  Ko-lyang^  faid  to  him:  *'  follow  the  advice  of /f^^.^^je^' 

**  If  my  fon  refuiVto  pay  a  due  **  and  yon  vii\\  find  in  him  a 

*•  regard  to  your  wife  counfel,  **  fccond  father.''     Juft  before 

**  dethrone  hioi,  and  reign  in  he  died,  he  is  repoyrted  to  havi^ 

«•   his  ftead."    Then  to  his  fon  expreffed  himfelf  in  words,  ta 

he  Ipake  to  this  purport :  *'  tf  ow  this  efFe^l  :   '^  When  a  man 

**  light  foever  a  fault  may  feem  "  hath  attained  to  the  age.  of 

••  to  yb«^  beware  of  commit-  "  ^hy  years,  he  hath  no  rca^ 

••  ting  it;  and  how  fmal!  fo-  <*^on  to  complain  of  the  fhort*        '    ^ 

*<  ever  a  yirtuous  action  may  **  nefs  of  his  life;  why  fhould 

«  appear,  negle£l  not  to  do  it.  *'  I  then,  who  am  fo  mach  j>al( 

*•  Virtue  alone  dcferves  our  at-  "  fixty  (30)  V^' ' 

(30}  Du  HaUif  fitk  CbtMg'-fye^vang^ 

pltmdcmt^  \ 
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Hew«ti*i    plndered,  and  tbe  cowardly  emperor  went  asd  defiveroi 

€9wmr£ci  himielf  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  who  gave  hjsi  t 

^di0ik.  finall  pcmdp^ty,  in  which  he  lived  icven  years  an  obfiaue 

and  contempdble  life,  and,  died  in  the  iixty-fifth  year  of  his 

age,  and  for^-firft  of  his .  reign,  and  with  him  ended  the 

^Lth  dynafty. 

jtb  4jpM*  Siventb  Dynafly  Sidled  Tfin  (L),  which  had  Fifim 
fiy  Emperors  wiibin  the  Space  of  155  Tears. 

L,      I.   CHI'TSU'VU'TI  was  the  fon  of  die  rebel  Song-cbm, 
Shi  tfa«        ^  which  name  he  took  upon  his  becoming  the  founder  of 
▼u-d.        this  new  dynafty.    He  .kept  his  court  in  the  provinjce  of  Ho- 
4f**^*  nan ;  and  wasa  jnagnanimous  prince,  had  a  quick  apprebea- 
*^+'     fion,  found  judgment,  and.  was  a  profefled  enemy  to  all  dif- 
iimulation.     His  reign  was  much  difturbed  by  the  warHke 
preparations  of  many  petty  princes  who  afpired  to  the  impe- 
rial dignity ;  but  the  fouthem  were  often  defeated  by  the 
northern  ones,  who,  |)efides  their  being  more  hardy  foldiers, 
were  affifted  by  the  Tartars  with  >yhom  they  were  ki  league. 
Bistpn^    However,  he  fubdued  the   latter,   and  then  immediatdy 
ftftftt.       inarched  into  the  fouthem  provinces ;  and,  having  pafled  tk 
river  Tang'tfe'kyang  without   any  oppofition,    he  beiieged 
the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  U,  whofe  king,  not  b^ 
in  a  condition  to  oppofe  him,  furrendered  hunfelf  to  him  ; 
and  had  a  litde  ftate  aifigned  to  him,  where  he  ended  his  days. 
^  Illun^*  He  had  fcarcely  reigned  feven  years  before  he  found  him&if 
mafter  of  the  whole  empire,  and  out  of  danger  of  any  ene- 
my ;  and  refolvcd  thenceforth  to  enjoy  the  repofe  which  his 
.  viAories  had  procured  him.    He  not  only  gave.himfelf  up  ta 
^       ,idlenefs  and  pleafiu-e,  but  was  indifcrete  enough  to  diihand 
bis  army,  which  roufed  up  afre(h  the  ambition  of  the  petty 
Ptath.      foverdgns.    He  died  in  th^  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  the  fifty-fifth  of  his  age,  and  left  a  numerous  pofteriiy, 
but  was  fucteeded  by  his  eldeft  fon. 
IL       •  n.  fVHET-7*rs  want  of  genius  and  ability  was  in  a  great 
Whcy-ti.  meafure  made  up  by  the  ability  of  (our  of  his  minifters ;  fo 
Jfi.  Chr,  that  the  beginning  of  his  reign  proved  pretty  fuccefsful,  but 
*^9'      the  ambidon  orjealoufy  of  o|ie  erf  his  wives,  or   fecood 

\  (L)  The*  the  name  of  Tjpn  written  and  pronodnced,   pod 

£ere  feems  to  be  the  fame  wj{)i  have  a  quite  difFerent  fignifia** 

that  of  the  fourth  dynafty,  yet  tion  among  the  Chinee  (31}. 
we  are  told,  they  arediiFe];entIy 


I5|lj^n5,  ^ho  made  him  r(smo\^  his  cmprefs  ft-ort  th<t  court,  Ruiked  by 
polfoned  her  only  fon,  and  caufed  all  the  nobles  that  were  of  ^  amhi^ 
i>csrp»irty  to  be  pat  to  death,  foon  threw  the  court  aod  em-  ^^^^i^^^* 
^ire  iato  the  utmoft  confufion.     Several  battles  were  fought, 
and  a  great  deal  of  blood  was  fhed  on  both  fides,  till  at 
length  this  virago  was  flain  in  her  turn,  with  all  that  fided 
^jirith  her,  and  the  emperor  forced  to  flee  for  his  life. 
-     Sbteral  of  the  petty  kings,  taking  the  advantage  of  thefe 
.^iibrders,  took  the  field;  particularly  the  king'of  57?,  who 
had  fuch  fucccfs,  that  he  was  in  a  fair  way  of  having  feized 
the  imperial  crown,  but  was  flain  in  the  attempt.    The  king 
of  Hah  did  tlic  fame  in  his  northern  province,  and  met  with 
the  fame*  fate.     At  laft  the  emperor  was  poifoned  in  the  ?olfoneL 
forty-eighth  year  .of  his  age,  and  feventeenth  of  his  reign ; 
^d,  leaving  no  ifliie  behind  him,  the  g!;^ndees  defted  tht 
jnveoty-fifth   fon  of  Shi-tfu-vu-tiy   founder  of  this  feventh 
dynafty,  for  his  fucceflbr.  . . 

m.  iVHAT'TIw^B  a  j^incc'of  fuch  endo^Tinients  as  pro-     .  Jtj.  . 
.ipalfed  a  happy  reign,  but  the  ambition  of  the  petty  kings  did  Whay-ti. 
not  fijffer  him  to  enjoy  it  long  enough.     One  of  thofe  reguli,  After  Chr. 
^la^q^ed  hyew^yweriy  was  upon  the  point  of  dethroning  him,      3^- 
•when  be  was  prevented  by  a  fudden  death  ;  but  his  fon  Lyew- 
tjong^  following  his  fteps,  got  poflfeflion  of  the  palace,  and ' 
plaadersd  it,  flew  both  the  emperor  and  his  fan,  after  he  had 
IH^dc  the  former  wait  on  him  at  table  in  the  guife  of  a  flave, 
ia  the  thirtieth  y^r  of  his  age,  and  fixth  of  his  reign.    The  ' 

grandees  chofc  in  his  ftead  Min-.ti,  the  grandfoa   of  the 
jR>tinder  o(  this  dynafty. 

.    IV.  MISI-TI  was  no  lefs  unfortunate  than  his  predeceflor>      IV". 
being  dAhroned  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  and  baniftied  Min-ti. 
iato  a  fmafl  principality  in  the  province  of  Shcn-Jiy  and  in  the  AfterChr. 
|iext  year  hdng  flain  there  by  the  king  of  Han.  3  *^* 

y*  YWE  N'T  I,  another  grandfoa  of  the  founder,  was  chofen       V. 
in  his  ftead;  who  proved  a  prince  of  fingular  moderation,  Y>yen-ti.  • 
frugality,  and  love  for  l^rncd  men.     He  removed  his  court  AfurChr* 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  and  fixed  it  in  the  city  of  Nan-      JiS* 
Inngi  whence  his  family  hath  been  ftyled  the  eaftern  family 
of  TJin.     He  i^igned  fix  years  ;  and  then  fell '  into  a  deep 
•  mdancholy,  which  ended  his  days  in  the  forty -fixth  year  of 
ht$  age,  and  was  fucceededby  his  fon* 

VI.  -/Jf/ATG^-T*/ reigned  only  three  years  :  nothing  ell*e  is      VI. 
recorded  of  him,  except  that  he  left  the  crown  to  his  fon.      Ming-ti. 

VII.  CHlNG-tl  was  then  but  five  years  old,    and  his      vil. 
mother  governed  in  his  ftead  ;  but  the  imperial  authority  was  Ching-tL 
too  weak  to  curb  the  ambition  of  the  petty  princes,  who  After  Chr. 
warr«d  againft  and  deftroyed  each  othei",  in  order  to  make      325. 

Mod.  Hist,  Vol.  VIII.  E  e  way 
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way  to  the  empire.    Ching-tt  reigoed  feveateen  years,  and 

was  fucccedcd  by  his  brother. 

VIII.        VIII.  KING'TI  reigned  but  two  years,  and  died  in  di« 

King-ti.    forcy-fecond  year  of  his  ag^  ;  he  left  the  crown  to  his  ddeft 

342-      foil. 

j^  IX.  MO'TI^  who  was  then  but  two  years  old,  and  nnder 

Mo-ti*      ^^^  guardianfliip  of  the  emprefs,   gave  great   tokens  of  an 
jfflir'cbr,  excellent  prince.     When  of  age  to  take  the  reins,  he  IHll 
344.      followed  the  advice  of  his  beft  minifiers,  and  recovered  feve- 
ral  provinces.     IVan-ven,  one  of  his  generals,  marched  ag:^j2ft 
a  northern  petty  prince  of  the  family  of  Han,  who  had  re- 
volted, whofe  palace  he  burnt  to  the  ground.     There  were 
feveral  others  in  arms,  all  aiming  at  the  imperial  dignity, 
who,  had  Mo-ti  lived  longer,  might  have  fliared  the  fame 
fate ;  but  he  dicfl  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
was  fuccceded  by  a  fon  of  Ching-ti,  the  feventh  emperor  of 
this  dynafly. 
X  X.  NGAI'TI  reigned  four  years,  and  died  in  the  twenty- 

Nga  ti.    fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fecond  of  the  fifey-fecond  cycle. 
361.      The  nobles  chofe  his  younger  brother  for  his  fucceflbr. 
XL  XI.  TJ'TEs  reign.vvas  not  much  longer  than  his  brother's, 

Ti.  ye.       altho'  he  outlived  the  lofs  of  it  fifteen  years  ;  Wang-ven^  his 
AfterCbr.  general  and  prime  minifter,  having  dethroned  him,  after  he 
3^5*      had  gained  a  victory  in  the  north,  and  confined  him  in  a  cita- 
del, where  he  ended  his  days  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his 
age.     He  was  fucceeded  by  Kyen-ven-tiy  the  laft  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Vwen-ti,  fifth  emperor  of  this  dynafty. 
XII.  XII.  AT^iV-^f  A^-iT/ reigned  ooly  two  years,  and  died 

Kyen-       in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
ven-ti.     ,  fon., 

.  XIII.         XIII.  VU-TI  was  no  fooner  on  the  throne,  than  he  faw' 

Vu-ti.'       his  territories  attacked  by  Fu-kyen,  who  reigned  in  the  north; 

JfterChr,  and,  dbntrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  his  minifters,  came  agaioft 

372-     him  with  a»  powerful  army,  and  with  a  full  defign  of  flripping 

Hts/uccefs  j^jjjj  q£  jijg  imperial  dignity.     Vu-ti,  as  foon  as  he  was  in- 

pf^lf-^      formed  of  it,  marched  againft  him  with  a  fmall  but  feieft 

y^^'  jjQ^y  ^f  troops ;  and,  without  giving'  him  time  to  bring  in 

all  his  forces,  attacked  his  camp  with  fuch  courage  and  rcfo- 

iution,  that  he  totally  defeated  him ;  and  his,  general,  in  a  kind 

of  defpair  and  rage,  feized  on  him  in  his  flight,  and  led  hijn 

Degene-     xo  a  temple,  and  there  ftrangled  him.     Fu-ti's  fuccefe  did  not 

rates.        ^jg^er  feveral  other  petty  kitigs  in  the  north  from  revolting, 

whom  he  might  have  eafily  quaftied,  had  he  made  the  hdt 

of  his  viftory,  and  marched  immediately  againft  them,  inftcad 

of  returning  to  his  court,  as  he  did,  and  giving  himfelf  up  to 

all  mauoer  of  voluptuous  fesfualities.    He  (jiied  by  the  means 

of 
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rf"  a  fecond  qtfeen,  whom,  by  way  of  raillery,"  he  had  called 
Jd  woman,  though  but  thirty  years  of  age;  which  fo  ^yxn^  MurJereS. 
her  to  the  quick,  that  (he  was  foon  revenged  of  him,  he  being 
bund  ilifled  in  his  bed  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  reign. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 

•  XIV.  NGAN-ri  proved  ftill  more  worthlefs  and  ihdd-     XIV.^ 
tent,  infomuch  that  we  meet  with  nothing  during  his  reign  Ngan-ti. 
but  revolts  and  wars  among  the  petty  princes.     A  grandfon  4f^^K^^^: 
tjt  the  king  of  Tay,  the  only  remaining  branch  of  the  family,      39^» 
haying  fhrtpped  the  king  of  Ten  of  his  dominions,  founded  a 
monarchy  which  was  governed  by  fourteen  fucccflive  kings  of 
his  family.     About  the  fame  time  a  mean  fellow,  named 
lyew-huy  who  went  felling  of  fhoes  about  the  country,  turn-    • 
11^  fol^icr,  became  at  laft  a  general  of  a  gr^at  army,  and 
powerful  enough  to  murder  the  emperor,  and  feize  on  the 
knperial  dignity.     Ngan-ti  was  killed  in  the  twenty-fecond 
year  of  his  reign,  and  fucceeded  by  his  brother;  but  his 
reign   proved  (hort;  and  Lysw-hu,  having  difpatched  him, 
feized  on  the  throne,  and  became  the  founder  of  a  new  dy- 
nafty. 

XV.  KONG'TI  afcended  the  throne  after  his  brother's   .  XV. 
death ;  but  was  himfelf  ftifled  or  ftrangled  by  the  fame  aflaf-  Kong-ti. 
fin,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  and  was  the  laft  nion-  After  Chr. 
arch  of  the  dynafty  of  Tfm.  '  4^8. 

Eighth  Dynafty^  called  Song  (M) ;  cott/iftin^  of  Eight  «'*  '^''^- 
EtnperorSj  within  the  Space  of  Fifty-nine  Tears.       -^' 

I.  T  YE  W'HUy  upon  his  mounting  the  throne,  took  the  name       *•  . 

•"  Kau'tfu-vu'ti  ;  and  fixed  his  couJ-t  at  Nan-kingy  his  Kau-tfil- 
ftative  place.     He  had  fomething  inexpreflibly  noBle  and  ma-  ^^fJ^'rjj^ 
jeftic  in  his  perfon  and  deportment ;  and  was  a  man  df  no   -^  ^^^ 
lefs  frugality  than  valour,  which  plainly  appeared  in«cIothes,  / 

retinue,  i;c.  He  reigned  but  two  years,  and  died  ki  the 
fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft 
fon  Shau'ti.  ^  it. 

n.  S HAU-T I  w^s  then  feventeen  years  did;  but,*  being  a  Shau-ti. 
weak  trifling  prince,  Tau-tau-f/t,  hiis  prime  minifter,  took  tli^  4ft'  ^^^* 
ttown  from  him,  and,  foort  after^  his  life,  bdfbre.  he  had     ^^^* 

(M)   This  dynady  and  the  years,  and  of  the  empefdrs.  All 

fear  following  ones,  which  to-  this  dmc  China  was  divided  into 

gether  go  by  the  name  of  U-terf^  two  empires,  the  northern  and 

are  aiccounted  fmall  in  coropa-  fouthei'n,  each  of  which  had  ifo 

nfon  of  the  others,  both  with  proper  monarchs. 
iefpeft  lb  the  fmall  nuinbet  of"  i 

E  c  i  i-eigncd 
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reigned  a  ye^.    Shau-ti  w^  fucceeded  t>y  Vm^tii  the  tii«| 
{t>VL  of  th?  fouodcr  of  this  dynafty. 
III.  III.  VEN'TIwQ$  a  prittce  muqh  adinircd  fpr  Wa  me^ 

Vcn.ti.      nefs,  juftice,  and  integrity ;  but  too  much  bigotted  tp  tbi 
After  Cbr,  bonzas,  whofe  chief  proteftor  he  openly  dfcclared   biloAyt 
4^3-      After  foveral  wholfome  regulatbns,  by  which  he  ftxecj  hW 
felf  on  the  throne^  he  declared 'war  a^ainft  th^  northam  n^ 
peror  (who  was  by  that  time  grown  fo  powerful,  th^t  l^f  k^ 
^ucctfi  in   aheady  fifteen  petty  kings  under  his  fubjedlion),  and  fpao^A 
the  north,  many  fignal  vi^flories  over  him,  by  the  valour  aud  coa(kift  of 
Treachery  bis  prime  miniftcr  TaU'tawtfi ;  of  whom  growing  aftepvar^ 
tohisge-   jealous,  he  caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death.     The  xy^s  of 
neral.        ^^^  Jq^^  of  (q  brave  a  general  foon  infpirited  the   ocniifafirs 
DreaJ/ul   princps  to  renew  the  war ;  and  Ven-tVs  troops,  deprived  fl{ 
tlefeats.      lb  brave  a  leader,  were  defeated  in  feveral  battles  ;  one  cfptt 
cially  was  fought  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  his  rcign^  «^ 
fuch  dreadful  flaughter  on  both  fides,  that  die  fields  w^are 
overflowed  with  Chincfe  blood.     Tay-vii'tiy  the  northern  can-* 
peror,  who  ftill  remained  fuperior  to  his  rival,  cauied  a  gene- 
ral malfacre  to  be  made  of  all  the  bonzas  throughout  his,  ows 
dominions,  burnt  all  their  temples,  and  d^ftrqy^  their  i4ols. 
Murdered.  Ven-ti  was   fbon  after  murdered  by  his  ddeft  foa,  ia  ths 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  thirtieth  of  his  reig^ ;  mA 
the  parricide  ferved  in  the  fame  kind  by  his  uea^t  h^gxim, 
who  immediately  revenged  his  father^s  death. 
lY.  IV.  yOU'Tlv/^  efteemed  ^  learijed  pri^fpe  \  fcut  vJ^Kw^ 

.   Vou-tfe.    hirrrfetf  fo  much  on  his  (kill  in  pianagiog  a.  bodi>  and  draw- 
J/terChr.  ing  a*  bow,  that  he  made  hunting  his  chief  diver/ion  ;  "and, 
453-  .  being  naturally  more  rough  than  was  fuitabk  X9  bi§  <figni^ 
gave  his  tongue  too  great  a  liberty  of  tweaking  put  into  ill 
language  to  thofe  about  him.    fi{c  died  in  'tjie  olev^fth  year  df 
his  reign,  and  thuty-iifth  of  his  age,  and  was  fii^^ed^d  kf 
his  eldeft  foi). 
V.  V.  FU-T I  h^d  hardly  mount^  the  throae>  b^S^^e  he  # 

Fo-ti.        covered  fuch  a  bloody  difpofit^on,  and  pat  f^  m^ny  inoo^i^t 
After,Qhr,  perfons  to  death,  that  he  was  himfelf  murdered  in  the  4^ 
4" 4-      year  of  his  reign,  and  fucceeded  by  Afy^rti,   the  ejevtfith 

fon  of  Ven-tiy  the  third  monarch  of  this  dynafty. 

VI.  VI.  MING'TIy  no  lefs  inhuman  than  M$  pf^cfiftw* 

Ming-ti.    began  his  reign  with  the  murder  of  thirteen  of  his  nephews 

JfterChr.  of  the  imperial  blood  ;  and,  as  he  had  no  child,  introdttced 

4^5*      nien  among  his -wives,  with  a  deCgn  to  have  a  male  child  by 

fome  of  them,  and,   having  killed  the  mother,  to  mak«  a 

prefent  of  the  boy  to  the  emprefs  who  was  barren.  He  railed 

Syau'tau'chingy  a  man  of  unmeafured  ambition,  to  the  higheft 

dignity  of  the  empire,  who  afterwards  murdered  two  cmjx- 

•'  '  rors, 
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•btt,  -to  iftafce  his  way  to  the  throne.  '  Ming-ti  died  in  the 
^ghth  year  of  his  feigo,  afid  thirty-fourth  of  his  ige,  and 
IM  ruceefeded  by  his  eldcft  foh. 

'   VH.  r&ANG'NGV^VANG  (hewed  fo  much  of  hrs  pfe-     VIL 
lieenbr^  bloody  tamper,  that  it  fetved  to  colour  the  perfi-  Tfang- 
itoUfnefe  of  the  tfaitor  Syang'taU'\:hing^  who  murdered  him  "lj?'^l*!*^' 
b  t^he  fifteenth  ytar  of  his  age,  and  fourth  of  his  reign.    He   -^^r^^ 
Iras  fuccecded  by  his  brother,  ^^^' 

*   Vlll.  SHU  N'T  ly  who  fell  likewife  a  facrifice  to  the  ath-     yill. 
MtioA  ttf  the  prime  minift^  above-mentioned,  by  whom  he  Shun-ti. 
was  murdei^  in  the  fecond  yeir  of  his  feign,  and  tbiufeenth  Aft,  Chr. 
iST  his   age ;    and  with  him  ended  the  eighth  dyjrtafty  of     477- 

ft^t  Ninth  Dyni^y  tatted  Tfi,  Hx^bich  had  Five  Empe-gthdym- 
rors  iJoUhin  the  Space  af  Twenty-three  Tears.        fiy^ 

*.  J/'JiV'TI,  having  made  hi$  Way  to  the  throne  by  the       I.^ 
-  •  ^^  mBrder  of  the  two  foregoing  emperors,  removed  the  I^au-ti. 
court  to  Nan-king,  the  metropolis  of  Kyang-fian ;  but  did  After Chr, 
ktt  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  parricides.     He  was  mofe  re-     ^79' 
IhJtrkabk:  for  nis  learning  than  his  military  exploits  ;  and  ufed 
to  fay,  tnat  if  he  eould  but  reigti  ten  years,  he  would  make 
|bld;a$  <2heap  as  dirt.     Being  one  day  drefled  in  a  habit  fet: 
over  with  precrous  jftones,  he  on  a  fudden  ofdered  them  ta 
be  beaten  into  powder^  ftying,  they  were  only  fit>to  infpire 
aWftftn  with  luxury  .and  av^a^ice.    He  died  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of -feilfeage,  ^ud.fbttrth  of  hfe  reign,  and  left  tTie  crown 
to  his  eldeft  Ton. 

'     IL  FLA^/ began  his  reign  with  etta6Hng  a  law,  that  the       n. 
fttoidatrim  (hould  not  hold  theif  places  longer  than  three  Vu-ti. 
y^fs;  txA  reviving  an  old  one,  which  forbad  intetmarriagits  After  Chr^ 
Itet^en  per fons  of  the  fame  name.     In  his  reign  appeared  the     ^V 
impiaiis  phifofophef  Pan<htn,  whofe  till  then  unheard-of  and    . 
Wnpioui^  doftrine  is  ftill  profefled,  though  privately,  by  many 
of  the  Chittefe  literati ;  though  there  -then  and  fince  appeared 
Ibme  tsf  the  tooft  learned  pens  to  confute  it  (N).    About  the- 
ftihe  time  Sydu-ywen  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Ko-lau,  a 
A^n  of  cofifummate  politics  and  boundlefs  ambition,  wha 
ibo;a  afta:  nlade  his  way  to  the  throne  by  the  murder  of  the 
fee^eeding  monarchs.    Vu-ti  died  ia  thj?  eleventh  year-  of  hlsc 

(N)  He  taught,  that  all  th,c  foul  di^s  with  the  body,  and; 
•vttftts  ia  the  world  were  the  that  the  ftate  of  men  after  death 
fffe^,  o(  HH^re  cha^ce^  th^ajt  the    is  the  famp  witk^that  of  brutes.^ 

E  c  3.  r^igo,, 
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reign,  and  forty-fifth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the 
brother  of  Kau-iiy  founder  of  this  dynafty. 

III.  III.  MING'TI  had  been  intrufted  by  his  brother  wth 
Ming-ti.  the  education  of  his  two  younger  fons ;  whoni  be  acoard- 
JfitrChr.  ingly  raifed  to  the  throne,  and  cut  them  off  one  after  an- 

494'  other  in  the  ftiort  fpace  of  four  months,  and  fdzed  the  ctowq. 
At  this  time  the  northern  empire  enjoyed  a  profound  peace; 
whofe  monarch  was  fo  addi<^ed  to  fludy,  that,  whether  in  his 
'  chariot,  chair,  or  on  horfeback,  he  always  had  a  book  in  his 
hand.  Ming-li  died  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  and  fbr- 
tieth  of  his  age,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  third  fon. 

IV.  IV.  WHEN'LEW  proved  fo  debauched  and  cmd  a 
y^'hen-  prince,  was  fo  averfe  to  all  good  counfels,  and  fo  governed 
lew.  by  his  eunuchs,  that  the  ambitious  Syang-ywen  could  not 
AfterCbr,  ^ye  wiflied  for  a  better  pretence  for  his  aiming  at  the  crown. 

499'      He  accordingly  joined  with  the  king  of  Lyangy    and  forced 

into  the  imperial  palace,  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  and  built  a 

more  magnificent  one  ;  dethroned  the  emperor  in  the  k^mX 

year  pf  his  reign,  and  nineteenth  of  his  age,  and,  for  &a& 

lake,  placed  his  brother  jfo-ti  on  the  throne. 

y.  V.  HO'TI  was  not  placed  on  the  throne  fay  the  traitor- to 

Ho.ti.       enjoy  it  long,  but  that  he  might  have  ah  opport;unity  of  de-' 

JfterChr.  pnving  him  of  both  that  and  his  life  at  once  ;  which  he  did 

501.      jjy  that  time  he  had  reigned  one  year  ;  and,  feizing  on  the 

crown,  became  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty.     '  ' 

10th  dy    Ten^h  ^y^^fiy  called  Lyang,  conjtfting  of  Four^  Empe-, 
^fiy-  rprs  Within  the  Space  of  Fifty-five  Tears. 


I, 

Syau- 


I.    CTJU'TIVENy  h^vinjg^  obtained  tj;ic  imperial  dignity  by 

V   the  blood  of  the  two  foregoing  emperors,  afQimed  the 

y\ycn,       name  of  Kau-ifu-vu-tL     lie  was  defcended  from  the  family 

After  Chr,  ^f  Syau-ho,  and.  was  endowed  with  excellent  qualities,  being 

5^2*      aftive,  vigilant,  and  difpatchcd  all  that  faffed^  through  his 

hands  with  furprifing  readiaefs.     He  was  learned,  martial, 

Turns        auftere,  and  frugal ;  but  became  at  length  fo  fond   of  the 

hcnza,       b^nzas,"  that  he  neglefted  the  affairs  of  ftate,  and  became  one 

of  that  order  ^  ;  and  ftriftly  forbad  killing  of  oxen  and  fheep 

even  for  facrifices,  and  appointed  corn  to  be  offered  inflead 

pf  thofe  animaU  (O).    In  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign  he 

..  .../  V  •    •      •    .    '      ■■  '■'  .^        ■/•■'■■    "-..laid 

**  De  biis,  via.  fup.  p.  112,  &  fcq. 

(O)  Syau-ynv€ft,  tho'  a  tyrant  approbation  near  26  years,whes 
and  ufurp^r;  had' governed  the  this  mad  iit  '^aiiie  upon  hiih  of 
eihpiie  with  i'uph  fuccefs  and  turning  monk,  had  his  head, 
^   ■     ^       •  .   —  .  -  fliavcd,- 


C.  J.  The  Hifiofj  of  CWm.  439 

bud  fi^e  to  the  city  of  Shew-yang^  tn  the  province  of  iSi5«i? 
/?,  which  laftcd  ten  years,  and  loft  an  infinite  number  of 
men  both  by  the  fword,  famine,  and  peftilence.  His  .prime 
minifter,  in  a  fit  of  difcontent  at  being  obliged  to  ferve  a 
tyrant  and  ufurper,  ftarvcd  himfeif  to  death ;,  which  when  he 
heard,  he  cried  out.  Do  not  J  hold  my  crown  of  heaven  ?  Am 
1  ieholdien  for  it  to  my  gratiAees  f  What  occafton  then  had  that 
tmfortunate  man  to  make  away  with  himfeif  F 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  his  reign  Hew-kingy  king  o(Seixedly 
So-nan,  his  vaflal  and  tiibutary;  revolted  from  him ;  and,  the  king  of 
having  made  liimfelf  mafter  of  Nan-kingy  feized  upon  him.  Ho-nan.  . 
The  empieror  appeared  before  his  conqueror  with  fuch  maje- 
fiic  intrepidity,  that  he  was  not  able  to  look  him  in  the  fece  ; 
tut,  in  a  kind  of  dread,  cried  out,  I  cotdd  npt  have  believed 
itfo  hard  to  refiji  a  power  which  heaven  has  ejlablifhed  *,  fo.  His  cruei 
not  daring  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  his  blood,  condemned  him  death. 
to  a  more  lingering  deaths  by  retrenching  part  of  his  fttfte- 
nance  every  day.     He  called  for  a  little  honey  juft  before  his 
deatH,  to  put  a  bitter  tafte  out  of  his  mouth;  and,  being 
deniod  it,  expired  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
eighty-fixth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  third  fon, 

II.  KYEN'VEN'TI  had  fcarcely  reigned  two  years,  when      ^^• 
New-king  feized  on  him,  and  put  him  to  death,  in  the  forty-  ^y^J^: 
ninth  yegr  .of  his  age,  and  affumed  the  imperial  title ;  which'      "  ' 
he  yet  hardly  enjoyed  one  year,  when  the  feventh  fon  Qf>  the  j)^ath' 
founder  mounted  the  throne. 

III.  T  WE  N'T  I  had  then  a  Ko-lati,  or  prime  minifter,     ih/ 
named  Chin-^-Jien,  who  was  alfo  fovereign  of  a  fmall  4oml-  Ywen  ti. 
man,  an^  who  totally  drfeated  the  rebel  Mew-king's  army,  -dft^t  Cbr. 
and  caufed  him  to  be  beheaded.     But  this  Ko-lau  UkewHe  ,  S5^«. 
revolted,  and  befiegcd  Nan-kingy  where  the  emperor,  a  prince 

(haved,  and  wore  a  coarfe  gar-  occafioned  infinite  murders  and 

meat,  and  lived  upon  herbs  and  robberies, 
rice,  that  the  grandees  of  the        At  the  fame  tim^theboAzaic 

empire  in  fome  meafure  forced  fed  was  in  no  lefs  efteem  in  the 

him  oat ' of  liis  retirement ;  but,  northern  parts.     That  empire  ' 

though  he  returned  to  his  p^-  had  been  a  long  time  diyidedl 

lace,  and  refumed  die  govern-  between  two  fovercigns,  one  of 

ment,  yet  he  obftinatel/  conti,-  the  eaftern,  the  other  of  the 

Qued  to  live  after  the  nianner  of  weftern;    but  were   at  length 

th^  bonzas ;  though,  accor4ing  united  under  the  king  of  Tfi  and 

to  the  doarine  of  the  tranfn^i-  Che^^  when  the  emprefs  of  it, 

Ration  of  the  foi^l,  he  dared  not  nan^ed  //»«  byik  a  monafterjr 

condemn  any,  even  the  greateft  large  enough  tp  lodge  a  thoufand 

criminal,  to  death,  which  open  bonzas,  and  gave  it  th^  name  of 

61  a  door  to  licentioafneA,  and  Totig-ching^^^x  ferfetual peace. 

*  ^  e  4  infaituat«4 


infamated  wilk^the  fttperftitious  dxtams  of  the  bodzss,  ktft 
Bums  bis  his  Fcfidence ;  but,  bekig  roufed  up  by  this  rebdfion,  tODk  a 
famed  It'  (ura  round  the  city-walls^  and,  leeing  all  was  loft,  br^te  fa^ 
irtfry*  «»^  {word,  and  burnt  his  library,  which  conftfted  of  140,000 
fut  to  volumes,  feying,  Thert  was  an  end  cf  allfsiencis  andi^UiiOf 
death.  .     ^^^    'pyg  ^^^^^  jjg  momited  his  horfe,  and  trent  and  far- 

rendered  himfelf  to  the  conqueror,  who  fle^  him  in  the  ttoA 

year  of  his  reign,  and  forty-fcvcnUi.of  his  age.     He  was  foc- 

ceeded  by  his  ninth  fon. 

JV.       '   IV.  KJNG^TIh^d  not  reigned  two  years,  before  he  wa^ 

KinS'ti*    likewi^  (lain  by  the  murderer  of  his  father,  hi  thfe  fiKteemh 

J/tef'C/jr.  year  of  his  age,  and,  with  him,  expired  the  tenth  dyn^. 

555'      In  his  reign,  the  emperor  of  that  part  of  the  north,  calkd 

GM'^9  caufed  all  the  temples  and  idols  of  thebonzas  to  be  de- 

liroycd. 

1 V^  i^-    ^kventb  Bynafty  called  Chin,  confiflin^  ef  Fi'be  Ea^t^ 
najy^  rors  in  the  Space  of  Thirty-three  Tears. 

I,        1,  TTHfe  rebel  Chin-pa^fien^  being  thus  bec<wne  the  focinde^ 

Kau-tfa-        ^   of  a  nfew  dynafty,  affumed  the  name  trf"  kau-i/u-im-ti ; 

vu-tl.        he  was  cicfcended  from  Chin-Jbiy  a  famed  gen^srol  uh&F  the 

JfterCbi'.  &mily  of  Hauy  and  was  a  lover  cf  the  fciehccs,  but  0¥er- 

55^*      fpnd  of  the  bonzas.    He  reigned,  but  three  yfears,  and  ffied 

\n  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  bis 

brother  Ven-ti, 

III    ^   .  IhVEN'TI,  though  he  had  liVed  pi-ivatety  tiH'hecainc 

Vipi  tl.     to  the  crown,  yet  fliewed  himfelf  foon  to  b^  a  prihcc  6f  tX' 

JifiWCbr.  cedent  qualities,  arid  gained  the  lore  of  his  fubjefts.    It  was 

S^<?*      he.who.ordfered  the  night-watches  to  be  dHfingiilihcd  by  tW 

bea^t  ef  a  drum,  which  method  hath  beeh  obfenreS  ever  fiikie : 

and,  6a4ing  tJiat  his  fon  had  not  fufficient  capacity*  to  reign 

4fter  h&a^  appointed  his  own  brother,  then  Kvi^  6f  figm* 

chin,  to  ifucceed  him ;    but  his  prime  minifter,  aiid  other 

graiideeSj  making  a  iftrong  reprefentation  againft  it,  he  altered 

ais  fctention.     Ven--ti  died  in  the  fevcnth  year  of  his  reigaj 

ii^dl  fortieth  of  feis  age,  and  >yas  fucceeded  by  his  fbjl, 

III.  ;  rtt  LtNG'ITJr'VJNCr'm  hardly  reigned  rwro  years, 
Lybg'  before  he  was  dethroned  by  his  uncle,  theking  of  iVgmt^dtttis 
kay-Arang.  3.^3^  ^^d"  fcpQ  aftgr,  in  the  mne^penth  year  of  his  age  $  upofli 
'   5^7-      which  Swek'tiy  nephew  to  tl?efo\3ihd(?r,  feittd  mi  th%  crMm.  ' 

IV.  ^  EV.  SWE.N*ri  was  a  fwefct  and  mild  'pridee,  a  gr^at  IcrrtSt 
^weA-ti.  Qf  jjiofiCj  and  an  admirer  of  le$rtted  iiteil,*  One  of  his  vafla! 
w^rrtti-.  ^j^y,^3  living,  out  of  fome  fel^fh  view,  feht  him.  fome  pre- 

5  ?;     fent§  bf  great  value,  he,  to  check  his  ambition,  ordered  then^ 

to  be  Sui  fit  ill  his  own  prefeacc.     In  his  reim  tlie  northern' 

.  '  ^  ^    '  .'  *  emperor. 
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Gmpetot  Hiding  raifed  Ljung-kyang  t&  Ae  fli^bkycrf  'K&4bnl 
9tki  giV£si  his  daughter  in  mairiagt  io  his  (cm,  made  him  toe 
bng  Alter  foTere^  of  the  prmd^ity  bf  £'u;»,  in  which  be 
he^mb  io  powerful  in  a  few  year^  that  he  was  in  a  cotidltiofi 
k>  febdiie  ali  Ghina.  Swen^ii  died  in  th6  fJurt eenth  y6ar  bf  hi$ 
HeigH^  mid  forty  ^feconcl  of  hisugc^  and  was  fUco6i4€db]r  hid 
ibft. 

V,  CHJNGrCHING'KONa  foofi  ga^e  hfeifeif  up  f»      V. 
an  manticr  of  axccffts ;  upon  which  Kym  affttmed  the  titte  ^  Chang- 
enqperor,  and,  advaucing  ibothvftrd  \^4th  a  nuwerotis  army,  chiog- 
cFoffed  the  Trnig-ife-kyang  Witixmt  oppdfitioil,  fend  entered  ^^2'^» 
the  ihibtrapolis  of  Nan-king  in  triumph*    thtempttots  f^4^^^^^* 
:evt(id  faMiag  into  his  hxi^,  ^^xtw  himfeff  intd  a  Well  ^  Mt     ^  ^* 
was  taicen  out  alite,  and  dethroned  i^i  the  ie^enth  yeftr  b§ 
his  reiga.     The  conquemr  bscame  the  fbund^r  Gf  a  heir 
djftaftyy  and  changed  his  siame  ol  Y4mg'ky4n  iai  that  of. 

fmlftb  Vyhafiy  ialkd  Swi,  etmfijtin^  Bf  Thm  Empe-nthd^^iu^^ 
tors  mtbiH  tbt  Spaet  of  Twe^ty-nine  Tidsts^        fy^ 


1,1. 


.  J^jV-rsU^VJ^N'Tl  kh^d  t^ti  the  erb^  ih  the  folrty-       I. 

•**-  f^enth  yfear  of  the  cyde ;  af5d>  feveti  yedrs  after,  re-Kau-tfu- 
aftltfedthfe  horthel'n  and  fouthern  empires,  which  had  been  ^!?*,^- 
iMAtd  liear  300  years  by  YaHg-tfe-kydng,   their  eotiftant^''^ 
bpntidarjr.     Ifc  was  defccndcd  from  a  noble  family  ;  his  fdid    *  ^^°* 
paieti^ftting  judgment  made  amends  for  his  Want  of  learning, 
and  his  moderation  and  temperance  gaiiied  him  the  \6vt  of  hii 
fubjefts.  .  He  reformed  mufic  and  rhetoric  of  all  that  was  foft 
#d  efterx;^!^ ;  and  cMiA  atmihi  p&^%t^ ik  d^^.  tkt 
to  be  levied  dt  the  frlbjedbv  for  Xhg:  fuppott  of  the  4X)or  in 
time  of  famine.    He  was  inexorable  to  the^  judges  that  /uf: 
tefed  thetafdV^  16  be  corrupted :  he  had  atfo  made  a  W 
that  pilniftied  Ihfe  fmatoft  larcenies  With  (featfa  ;  but  wus  after- 
^2tib  pdfuaded  tt>  repeal  it,  i3  rather  tck)  fevere ;  and,  by 
ftflcithfer,  excluded  incrthants  ahd  meehafit^s  ftxyth  jpubfic  cm- 
ployi6«jtfr.    The  preference  which  he  gate  to  his  cideft  fon,  a  Murdered 
ttfliftfe  of  ixb  iBeritj  w&cfin  jret  he  defigwed^for  hJs  fticceflbr,  h  hisfm. 
fo  e^^afpetAted  MA  fccond  fon  tang-fi^  that  he  thurdered  theMi 
kuAj  afld,  by  a  double  pkrridde,  ftcMm^edthe  tlironc.    Katt^ 
^i)im-a  rtigAed  Steeu  yeart,  atid  wa^  flaitt  in  the  C^ty-    ^ 
fosfth  of  his  age. 

'   H.'  r^iVI?**'/ was  much  gtt^tt  to  liiStury;  aAd,  having  re-.      II.  ^ 
moved  his  court  from  the  province  of  Shen-ft  to  that  of  Ho-  Yang-ti. 
naik',  fpint  Auih  of  his  time  with  hisiwivev  atid  concubines,  Af^^^^\* 
Wd  ia  the  diverfion?  of  hunting  and  mufi?.    He  w^s  however     ^^^  • 

1  -        f^ 
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lb  mucK  rdpefl^y  that  feverai  petty  princes  put  themfelves 
iin4er  hU  protections  and  caufed  the  great  Chinefe  waD  to  be 
aewly  repaired.  He  forbad  his  fubjeAs  to  carry  arms  about 
tbem,  which  policy  hath  been  in  force  ever  fince  ;  and  com- 
aiiffioned  a  hundred  of  the  moft  learned  men  to  revife  and 
reprint,  after  the  manner  of  thofe  days^  all  books  treating. 
of  war,  politics,  phyfic,  and  agricultnre.  He  likewife  founded 
the  degree  of  doftbr»  to  qualify  both  the  military  and  literary 
.  men  for  their  refpe^ve  employments.  He  attacked  the  Ko- 
reans both  by  fea  and  land ;  and,  though  his  firfl  attempt 
proved  abortive,  yet  in  his  next  he  obliged  them;  as  vailals, 
to  fend  ambafladors  to  implore  his  clemency.  He  was  ailafli- 
nated  in  his  progrefs  through  the  fouthern  provinces,  in  the. 
city  of  Kyang'tian,  by, a  mean  fellow,  in  the  thirteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  and  thirty-ninth  of  his  age ;  upon  which  U- 
yweut  one  of  the  petty  kings,  having  got  together  an  army 
of  120,000  men,  placed  the  crown  on  the  head  of  Kong-tiy 
grandfon  to  the  founder  of  this  dynafty. 
JII.  ^  .  III.  KONG'TI  was  crowned  and  dethroned  in  die  lame 
^°°^rul  ^^^  ^y  Lt-ywen;  whofe  fon,  at  the  head  of  h'ls  father's  army, 
J/hrCbr.  entered  the  palace,  and, 'having  viewed  the  magnificence  of 
it,  fetched  a  deep  figh,  and  faid.  No;  fuch  a  Jiately  ec^cf  ^ 
mujl  not  hefixffered  tojiand  any  longer ^  being  good  for  nothing 
but  to /often  the  fpirit  of  a  prince^  and  cherijb  his  "vicious  in- 
clinMtions  ;  and  ordered  It  to  be  immediately  reduced  to  aflies. 
What  became  of  the  emperor,  we  are  not  told  ;  but  Li-ywent 
by  dethroning  him,  put  an  end  to  this  dyn^y^  ^nd  became 
^he  founder  of  a  new  one« 

i%thdyna'  X^t  T^irtemfk  Dynafty  calhd  Tang,  conjSfting  of  Ttaenty, 
/>•  Emperors  within  the  Space  of  289  Tears. 

I.       I*  T  ^'X^S^y  Spon  his  mounting  the  throne,  aflliined  the 
Shin-yau-      -*-^  name  of  Shin-yau-ti^  and  began  his  reign  with  abating 
y/-    ^,    thp  rigour  oi  the  ppnal  laws  and  public  taxes  ;  bu.  was  too 
Jfter  Lhr,  g^^^t  a  zealo^  fqr  the  (^  of  Lawkyun^  to  whofe  honour  hq 
*  9-      erea:e4  a  templ^.     Re  had  not  reigned  above  two  y^ars  before 
he  had  r^du^ed  all  the  rfbe^s,  and  was  become  the  peaceful 
polleflbr  of  this  vaft  empire.     H^  was  the  monarch  who  or- 
dered the  copp^  coin  to  be  ftruck  which  we  have  elfewhere 
defcribe<}  '^  \  and  ^a^fed  iqo,9Qo  idle  bonzas  to  marry,  in  or- 
der to  beget  a  fupply  of  foldicrs  for  his  army.     H?  reigned 
'     |une  years,  at  the  end  cf  which  he  abdicated  the  crown  ii^ 

\  De  \op,  vid.  %.  p,  117.         *  Vid.  iljid.  p.  147,  &  (R), 

favojBC 
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fiivour  of  his  fecond  fon ;  and  died  nine  years  after,  in  the 
ieventieth  year  of  his  age. 

.  11.  TJT-TSONG  is  by  the  Clnntfe  eftcpmed  one  of  their      H. 
gfieateft  monarchs,  both  for  his  wifdom,  and  kindnefs  to  thole  Tay- 
who  either  gave  h;in  good  counfel,  or  told  him  of  his  faults,  tfong. 
He  was  no  lefs  admired  for  his  frugality,  lemperanc^,  and  love  -4^^2Jr, 
rf  learning  (P).    He  was  a  fevcre  enemy  to  corrupt  judges,     ^^^' 
and  all  forts  of  bribery ;  and>  in  a  time  of  drought  and 
fcarctty,  publifhed  an  edi£k,  ordering  all  his  faults  to  be*  laid  His  ixctU 
before  him,  that,  by  amending  them,  he  might  avert  the  anger  lent  nign. 
of  heaven.    As  to  foothfayers,  he  always  fhewed  a  iingular 
fontcmpt  for  them ;  but  when  once,  in  the  fecond  year  of 
Us  reign,  be  &w  the  fields  covered  with  devouring  locufls, 
he  6Jed  •ut  with  a  deep  iigh,  Alas !  I  had  much  rather  you 
would  devour  my  own  bowels^  than  thus  dejiroy  the  harveft  and 
Saoes  of  my  poor  JubjeBs*    On  fuch  times  as  thcfe  he  would 
rdeafe  the  prifoners,,  and  grant  them  a  general  pardon ;  tho' 
he  was  very  cautious  not  to  offend  by  too  great  an  indulgence 
to  them,  left,  as  he  ufed  to  fay,  the  impunity  of  the  wicked 
fhould  prove  hurtful  to  the  good  fubjefts. 

In  the  eighth  year  of  hi^  reign  came  an  ambafly  to  China^  A  Chrlfii" 
co[nlifyng  of  white  men  with  fair  hair  and  blue  eyes,  and  an  am^ 
whofc  drefs,  air,  and  manners,  were  altogether  unknowh  to  the  ^^* 
Chine/e,  and  met  with  a  gracious  reception  at  that  court.  Thefe 
^  fuppofed  to  have  been  thofe  Chriftians  of  whom  we  have 
given  an  account  v\  a  foi^mer  feftion  \  who  left  the  noble  monu** 

I  Vide  fupra,  p.  77^  &  feq.  &  (L),  &  1 23. 

(P)  As  an  inftance  of  that,  perfpn,  ai^fwered :   /  boJ^  upon 

kecaufed  an  academy  for  all  myfilf  in  my  empire  as  a  father; 

bnd  of  literature  to  be  eredled  in  Us  family ;  and  1  carry  my 

k  his  own  palace,  wherein  were  fuhje&s  in  my  hofum  as  my  chiU 

twkoxitA  8006'  fcholars,  many  dren\njiihatha^eIthentofear? 
6f  tliein  fohs  of  foreign  princes.        Hie  was  indeed  fo  coniiderat^ 

whom  he    provided  with  ^he  in  regard  to  them,  that,  having 

^  Inafters,   and    caufi^d  the  read  la  a  phyfic-bdok  written  by 

beft  books. to  be  brought  to  it  the  emperor  Whang-ti  (32), that 

from  all   parts.    He  likewife  a  bloworbruifeonthefl^oulders 

caafed  another  academy  tb  be  was  apt  to  injure  the  vital  parts, 

^eded  for  military  exercifes,  he  made  a  law,  dill  extant^  that  « 

particularly  ardieiTy,  ^t  ^hich  none  fhould  be  baftonadoed  on 

M  often  affiled  ;   and,  being  the  back,  but  on  the  buttocks' 

Reminded  by  ttsminifters  of  the  (33).  '      ' 

4artger  it  miglit  prove  td  his 

^3t;  DtUc*  vid,  IMv.  Hifi*  ««A  n.  f.  140,  & fif.  (33}  Dt^HaUt^ 

'■'"    '  ■  ^-  ment 
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mmt  of  ChriftiAiiity  thefe  iii«aiiofli^  which  vf^^  sS^f^fmtk 
difcovered  An.  1625  ;  ^<1  ^^  ^^^  a^edtdir^ty,  th^f '^t  ftidft* 
arch  admitted  it  to  be  preached' lii  hb  doOiklioDd  id  the  ildi 
year  of  his  reign,  and  €Ven  ftUottcd  d  {^lece  of  gr^Mted  in  M 
Grief  for  imperial  city  for  building  a  Chriftianchxifch.  In  tte  te&f  H  ya» 
bit  tscciU,  of  his  rrign  be  loft  hifi  emprefs,  n  princefb  of  moft  ejcc^Ient  diia^ 
lent  m-     ^jff^  ( (^^  by  whofe  addrefs  he  ivas  reconciled  to  hb  pnmt^ 
/'"C^»         minifter,  vhom  he  had  forbidden  bb  ptt^feactf  fbr  tt>oftt» 
quently  troubling  him  %4th  hi$  wife  idnldDitlons.     Tte  eai' 
peror  grieved  imiaoderately  for  her  Vfi,  and  r&ifcd  a  imch 
more  sagnificeot  moftttment  fcr  her  thtfh  h^  bid  doM  fbrhb 
own  &ther ;  but|  bdhg  chetk€d  for  it  by  the  faithful  /Td-fta 
mnd  frimf  above^mentiooed,  ^aufed  it  to  be  deakrfifhed.     Xhat  wife 
minifier.    and  excellent  ffiiMftef  dying  afterwards  In  tt^e  feTcnteetith 
^ear  of  this  prince's  reign,  he  caiifed  a  ftdblfi  ^icontltim  of 
his  own  penning  to  be  engraved  on  his  totkb  ;  Sift<^  WUdt, 
titrtlic^  to  his  COtirliefs>  tpalt^  to  this  purport :  W^e  have  ihttt 
farts  if  mi/roNf  $ni  fat  th6  ladks  t6  dr^fs  iherhfiHv&s  by  / 
ihe  femfd,  th€  anii^i  haks  ftMting  of  the  rife;  ^ttf^ftfi^ 
,     and  fall,  of  empires  i  and  the  Aj^,  ioife  iheti,  by  tahdfe  MOfr^ 
•   ^9e  form  o1ir  &ym  MiAt^s  this  laft  I  had  in  the  pe/fc^  of  fay 
dee^afai Ko^latl,  'whomy  to  my  TT^sfdttUHe,  Ihdife'lq/iyivifhmt 
hspes  (f  fining  AH^hit  like  Mm.    About  the  kttt^  end  of  his 
r€dgaf  the  K^Mtts  h&ving  rev<)lted,  he  wi$  tipoit  the  pdm 
Death,      of  Ending  1  fofmidable  army  to  reduce  them ;  httt  xiri^  pt^ 
rented  by  death,  whieh  for  k  time  put  a  flop  to  that  eipt* 
dition.    '  He  reigned  twenty-three  years,,  and  died  in  the 
fifty-third  Of  hts  age,  leaving  a  fett  rf  the  tHfeft  and  moft 
excellent  inftruftions  to  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,   . 
Ijl^         III,  fCAU-TSOMG  had  reigfted  five  years  tfery  p^cdiNy, 
Kau-  '      '^cA  he  unhappily  fell  iti  love  with  Va-Jbi,  the  young  kdy 


Ifpng. 
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excellent  lady,  that,  whilft  iKe  niadehimthe  mose  fen&ble  «l 

lived,  not  one  of  that  vail  num-  his  inexpre^ble  lofs.    * 

l^er  of  oiKcers  which  belong  to  In  the  eleventh   year,  of  hb 

!he  court  was  cond^fnitect  to  any  reijp  he  aidmict^d  1x^:0  his  pa- 

eve(6  paniihment  -,  which  is  a  lace,   pr^tiably  to  fupply  tlid 

circumllance  fcarcely  to  be  pa-  place  of  tlie  decea^d  enfprdsi 

talleled  in  the  Cbinefe  Iiiflory.  a  young  lady  of  fiaguUr  beauty 

She  wrote  like  wife  a  book  con-  and  witr    and  about  fouTfisea 

^{ling  of  thirty  chapters^  on  the  years  of  age  ;    wh«>«  alWr  his 

4ue   behaviour,  of  women  ,in  death,  retired  mXA  a  moAailMy 

their  inner  aipaftments  ;  apiece  of  bonzeiTi^Sy   whence,  /he  wa 

highly  admired,  efpecially  by  fetched  out  by  his  fon  and  fuc- 

the  emperor,  who  Ityled  it  tKe  cefTor,.  and  p^ced  on  th^throac^ 

tale  thai  ought  to  be  obferved  ^ndbeeamea^greattytannefB.  • 

xneatione^ 
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^^(iQn(:4  ^t  the  end  of  the  loft  note ;  aiid,  for  her  fake,  re»  J/ter  Chr. 
pilsdiftted  hi?  emprefe,  and  one  of  his  queens,  maugre  aB  the     6ji.  . 
i^^tmiArmts»  And  oppofition  of  his  ^thful  mimfters,  and 
placed  her  on  the  throne.    %he  foon  difcovered,  however,  that  Fatal-   - 
Iw  toyc  for  the  difcarded  princefles  vrai  fer  from  being  6b\i' fondnefi 
|i«ted ;  and,  in  a  fit  of  jealous  rage,  caofed  their  hands  ^ndy<^Vu.fl>i. 
i^f^  ^  ^  few  dfiys  after  their  head^,  to  he  cut  c^.    It  was  jj^^  ^^^. 
ntt  lof^  bj^ore  the  horror  of  her  guilt  threw  her  into  a  dread-  ty  ani  ty- 
fill  phf enfy,  in  which  ihe  fjanfied  hcrfelf  purfued  night  and  day  ranr^. 
\»f  the  ghofts  of  thofe  two  princefles,  wjiich  obliged  her  to 
^  erer  fl)iftiflg  from  place  to  place;  the  emperor,  ftUl  Mior^ 
W.amQttrcd  of  her  than  ever,  not  only  indulging  her  ih  it, 
Wf  QQmn;^itttng  the  care  of  the  whole  empire  to  her,  ^nd 
0yii^  her  the  title  of  Ty  en-hew^  pr  ^jian  rf  heaven. 

.  ^i\e,  was  no  fooncr  raifed  to  this  height  of  power,  than  ft^ 
pfHJQfied  her  eldeft  fon,  that  the  crqg^n  might  thereby  &!!  to 
.  her  brother's  children,  and  her  family  be  fettled  on  the  throne  t 
^)o^gh  ihe  was  dlf^ppointed  of  her  aim.  In  the  latter  end 
of  kau'tfong'^  reign  the  Koreans  returned  to  their  obedience; 
^d  he,  after  having  reigned  thirty-four  yie^'s,'  during  above  HistkfUk: 
two  thirds  of  which  the  Chriftian  rel^on  flouriflied  Iq  ^erat 
parts  of  his  eml>ire,  died  in  the  fifty ..fixth  year  of  his  age, 
1^  i^ppo^ated  his  eldeft  fan  to  fneoeed  turn  \  but  he  was  fet 
^M^  by  hi:s  tyrajink:  emprefs,  to  make  rpom>fbr  a  y^ounger; 
whom  fte  might  govern  more  at  her  w4U$  for  which. reafotf^ 
^t  ptince  is  by  the  Chine fe  boated  upon  as  an  uforpigr,  and. 
Aru<^  0at  of  the  lift  of  the  monarehs  of  this  dy^iafty. 

VV-HEIV  was  the  third  fon  <4  that  ambitious  prineefs;  Vu-hew. 
ftie  had  pcnfofied  her  eUdt  In  the  late  reign,  as  hath  been  After  Cbr. 
hil^»  and  fent  her  fepood,  after  hi^  father's  death,  into  a     5^5* 
iJB^  fovfirdgnty,  where  he  Hved  rather  like  an  exile,  whilA 
this  thbd«  whom  ihe  declared  emperor,  had  oplv  the  ^ame, 
without  the  power.     When  ihe  had  fettled  aU  thmgs  thus  to 
her  mmd,  her  neact  care  was  to  rid  l^r&lf  of  all  the  nobks  * 

and  grasses  whom  flie  ixrfpei;ted  not  to  be  in  herintereft ;  and, 
in  pne  day,  put  a  great  number  of  them  to  death,  who  were 
of  the  beft  femilies  in  the  empire.-  There  was  raifed  likewife,^^^^^- 
under  her,  a  cruel  perfecution  agalnft.  the  ChriiKans,  in  t>he  cuti^n 
fifteenth  year  of  Vu-^benu^  reign,  wiiich  laded  fifteen  years.  a§ainfi$hi^ 
Ifcr  Kq-Ioh,  a  man  of-  virtue  and-  courage,  aod  equafiy  grieverf  Ckrifitwts* 
and  aihamed  of  her  tyranny  and  cruelty,  did  at  length  prefent 
fe  many  tumble  remonftran<jes  in  favour  of  the  lawful  heir, 
vbohadr  by  this  time,  been  banifhed  firom  his  throne  fourteen 
years,  whilft  her  other  fon  was  only  looked  upon  now,  and 
likely  ht  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  as  an  ufurper,  that  (he  was 
at  length  prevailed  dpon  to  recal  him,  and  to  affign  him  the 
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eaftem  pakce  for  his  refidence»   till  the  death  of  Vu-bew^ 

Tb$  Akv-  which  happened  about  ietea  years  after ;  upon  which  hea& 

fid  hiir     cended  the  throae,  from  which  he  had  been  deprived  twemf- 

rifiored,     qq^  years. 

IV.  IV.   CHUNG-TSONG  (hewed  himfelf  little   dcfen«- 
Chang,    ing  of  the  regard  which  his  father  and  prime  minlfter  haA 

tfoDg.  exprefled  for  him,  and»  giving  himfelf  up  wholly  to  ploh 
^#rC*r.  fQfe  and  indolence,  left  the  whole  management  rf  the  ^• 
7^^*  pire  to  his  emprefs,  who  had  been  the  futhfal  companioa 
of  his  exile.  This  princefs,  who,  by  the  advice  of  the  go- 
vernor of  the-  palace,  mtended  to  place  her  fou  Shang  upon 
the  throne,  was  flrenuouAy  oppofed  by  the  princes  and  petty 
kings,  who  took  up  arms  againfl  him.  However^  the  em- 
peror being  made  away  by  poifon,  in  the  fifth  year  of  \k 
rdgn,  (he  caufed  Shang  to  be  proclaimed  his  fuccedbr ;  but 
his  uncle,  who  poffefl^.a  fmall  principality,  having  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  palace,  caufed  her  and  her  daughter  to 
be  put  to  death ;  upon  which  Shang  found  no  other  way  to 
fave  Us  life,  than  by  furrendering  the  diadem  to  him. 

V.  V.  ZHUI'TSONG  reigned  but  two  years ;  during  wluch, 
Zhui-  nothing  is  recorded  of  him,  except  that  he  died  in  the  fifty- 
tfong.     fifth  ycajr  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  third  fon. 

VI.  VI.  YIVN'TSONG  proved  an  excellent  prince,  and  the 
Yivn-  reftorcr  of  his  family,  then  upon  the  brink  of  ruin.  He  was 
tfong.     a  mortal  enemy  to  the  luxury  then  in  vogue;  and»  to  ihewa 

After  Cbr>  good  example  to  his  nobles,  caufed  all  his  gold  and  filvor 
7 '3'  *  veflels,  and  his  embroidered  cloaths,  to  be  bur^it  before  his 
palace.  He  was  no  le{s  diligent  in  the  promoting  of  learmi^; 
and  was  the  iirft  who  honoured  fuch  of  his  generals  as  t^ 
fignalized  themfelves  by  their  fervices,  with  the  title  of  petty 
kings,  which  ufed  only  to  be  given  to  princes  of  the  blood* 
In  one  of  his  progrelTes  through  the  empire,  he  divided  it  into 
fifteen  provinces,  and  did  feveral  other  public  a£i:s.  But  one 
blemUh  is  juflly  caft  upon  him ;  viz.  his  being  deaf  to  the 
wholfome  counfel  of  his  prime  minifter  Twen-chauy  who  Ibove 
to  perfuade  him  to  fupprefs  the  too  great  power  ©f  his 
eunuchs,  and  to  abolifli  the  idolatrous  fedls  of  Fo  and  Tau, 
Arehel-  He  had  reigned  almoft  thirty-years  peaceably,  when  the 
Hon  in  the  empire  was,  all  on  the  fudden,  difturbed  with  fome  infur- 
Hirth.  reftions,  his  army  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  70,000  men, 
whilfl  all  avenues  to  his  throne  were  fo  obfh-ufted  by  his 
eunuchs,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it.  The  author  of  this 
rebellion  was  a  foreign  prince,  named  Ngan-lo-Jhauy  whom 
he  had  raifed  to  the  higheft  employments,  e\^en  to  the  com- 
mand of  his  army,  and  who  topk  the  advantage  of  his  fuc- 
cefles  in  the  north  to  afTume  the  imperial  title.     The  palace 
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"was,  at  the  fame  time,  in  no  lefs  a  combufUon*  the  etttpcror  Difafters 
having  divorced  his  wife,  and  put  three  of  her  children  to*«  tbifa- 
death,  without  any  juft  caufe,  and  married  his  daughter-in-  ^^^^' 
law.     Thefe  difafters  brought  on  new  ones,  and  encouraged 
a  band  of  robbers  to  attack  the  imperial  army,  which  they  The  empt^ 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  40,000  men,  the  emperor  himfelf '"''''''  ^ 
being  obliged  to  flee  into  the  province  of  Se-chwen.  .  He  had-^f  ^»  ^"^ 
reigned  forty-four  years  when  he  made  this  fhameful  retreat ;  •^'-^'* 
and  his  fon  So-tfong  was  obliged  to  mount  the  throne  during 
his  life,  to  fave  the  empire  from  ruin. 

VII.  SO-TSONG,  being  a  brave  warlike  prince,  foon  de-      VII. 
ftroyfsd  the  army  of  the  robbers,  and  reftored  the  public  tran-  So-tfong. 
qvrillity  ;  after  which,  he  brought  back  his  father,  from  Se-  -^fierChr. 
cirwen^  and  conducfi-ed  him  to  his  palace  with  all  the  honours     757» 
due  to  his  rank ;  but  the  unhappy  prince  died  foon  after,  in 

the  feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and  left  the  crown  to  his 
more  worthy  Ton.  In  the  mean  time  the  rebel  Ngan-lo-Jhan 
had  plundered  the  palace  of  Chang-ngan  of  all  its  riches,  and, 
among  other  curiolities,  of  an  hundred  elephants  and  horfes 
which  had  been  taught  to  dance  at  the  found  of  inftruments^ 
and  to  prefent  the  emperor  with  a  cup  v^ith  their  mouths. 
The  rebel  wanted  to  fee  that  ceremony  performed  to  himfelf, 
but  thofe  creatures  could  not  by  any  means  be  brought  to  give 
him  that  fatisfaftiori  ;  upon  which,  in  a  fit  of  rage,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  killed  on  the  fpot.  He  met,  however,  foon  after 
with  the  reward  of  his  treafon,  being  fliurdered  in  his  bed  by 
his  own  fon,  and  this  by  his  general.  So-tfong  Tdgii<^  fix 
years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 

VIII.  Tay-t/Qtig  was  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  choice  of  his  mi-     VIIL 
nifters,  that  peace  was  foon  reftored  to  the  empire,  and  the     Tay-    . 
rebels  reduced  :  but  it  wis  not  long  before  five  other  tributa-     ^ong- 
jcies  revolted,  and  made  themfelves  independent.     The  Tar*  ^fi^^^^- 
tars  likewife,  to  the  number  of  200,000,  made  a  dfeadful      7  3* 
irruption  into  the  empire,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign, 

forced  him  to  flee,  and  carried  away  an  immenfe  treafure  Uito 
their  own  country.  The  emperor  returned  foon  after  into 
his  palace,  by  the  help  of  his  celebrated  general  Ko-tfu-i^  a 
great  patron  of  the  Chriftians  (R),  and  died  in  the  fevcnteenth 

(R)  His  cJogy,  we  arc  told  and  he  is  thought  to  have  been 

by  the  miffionaries,  is  ftili  to  be  very  inftrumcntal,  both  by  his 

fecn  in  the  antient  monument,  credit  and  purfe,  in  building  of 

formerly  mentioned,   wherein  churches ;  infomuch,  chat  fome 

bis  liberality  to  the  Chriflian  believe  him  to  have  been  a  con- 

preachers  is  highly  extojled  ;  vert  to  Chrillianity  (34). 

(34)  bu  Halde^fuhTaytJong,  LtCmpte,  Noel,  Couplet,  &  al. 

year 


fcuft  ef  M^  )F^,  an4  ^ty-tl^d  of  his  age,  ao4  was 
cpedevi  by  hi^  eldeA  ion. 

IX.  IX.  TE-TSQNC  was  a  timorous  an4  miftruftful 
Te>tfong.  who  fp\n^KA  oaly  i^  il^tlerers ;  yet  fo  far  dlfintereft^d^  a$ 
JtfifP'Chf.  refqii^  Ibipe  ^oofitjcr^l^  p*efcius  oirere4  h^m  from  AraBgfi^; 

7$Q'  but  he  h^d  the  pi^for(ua«  to  Ibfe  his  prime  mioifter  and  gji* 
Of ral  K^'tjif^i,  who  died  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  s^-j 
•ighty-fiv^  yws,  gfi:^  he  had  enjoyed  that  dignitjv  with  d^ 
utffioSft  n»p)itation^  during  the  four  foregoing  reigns,  fh^ 
whole  empire  mourned  fov  him,  as  for  a  father,  three  whqk 
yearf  ;  but  the  power  pf  the  «unuchs,  which  )ie  )^ad  art6iUy  \ 
fupprefled«  whil(l  he  livedrb^eame  focm  after  fo  formidabli^ 
thftt  it  Qccafioprd  infurreAions  every-where.  Thf  emperqr, 
i^  order  t|(^  in^ipi^  the  vaft  army  be  was  forc64  to  r^iJEe^ 
10  fupprefs  th^^,  l^id  fuch  heavy  cax^  upon  the  (ahr 
yi&9,  fis  redui^^fl  fh^n^  to  -tlie  Ipweft  ebb  of  mifery,  and  <}c- 
fiafioQed  ^  in<ir)it^  lumber  of  robberies.  By  good  fortont 
hi»  troops  ]^ve4  i^y^ry-wbere  viftorious,  fupprefled  the  rt- 
bdh  tad  r^cre4  P^aoe  and  plenty  to  the  people.  He  reigne4 
twonly^-five  y^-p,  givd  died  in  the  fu^-fo^rth  year  of  his  s^ 
^d  wa$  ^iiigf  e^ed  by  his  fop, 

X.  X.  iJi^aA^-riy(?iV6^^ass^promifipg  prince;  but,  bdi« 
Shiin-  ^t<aclb(d  bv  4fi  iikciir^bk  0^(es  roQ^sd  the  crowi^  to  )u$ 
tfong.     |i)||,  rfier  pe  ha4  f ^gi)^4  ope  year. 

XI.  ^,  HTSN'T&ONff  w^s  a  prjnce  excellently  qua}ii^ 
Hyen-  for  tb$  ^(if^t^^  ^f  the  moft  intricate  bufmefs  of  tlie  eaipiFi^ 
tfong.     ^d  ^  fu^h  £ni»Ws  qf  .9Uod,  that  aothing  could  S^^  ^ 

AfttrCbr.  from  a  good  refolution  on?e  taken.    He  was  no  kfs  ten^<^ 
?^f '     hl^ftfejefts^etftro^'aiid,  m  tin^^s  of  fg^city,  ha4  fqt<<)ed 
'    J^grMajies  «Q  tibfir  relief;  fending  bis  nobles  thirpu^  i#f  . 
a^i^^  psoyin^^  ^4i^  orders  <tQ  fee  that  every  ofie  w^£  ^ 

'  pijfid  9^9rdi9g  $Q  thejir  jpr^^efit  difirpfs.    But  he  wa$^  bey^ 

in^ttft*  »d4^M4  tp  <be  fuperftitioiiis  folj^s,  of  ti^  JPon^ 
f^^t,  *nd  h«4  tet  hi$  refenf^e^t  fajjl  v^jy  heavy  <>a  .%h  rf  • 
1^1  fumlt^is  ^  i]#4  ^a^eayoijrtd  to  difTu^de  him  irfsm  .tb^* 
}i$  Tfi^  HP  kfs  ipteiMiQated  wjith  gnotber  notioHt  \¥^b  coft 
bio}  his  Uf{?,  vi:i«  a  firm  perfu^fio^  of  bis  being,  v^^^  v^- 
inor^  by  ibis  pretended  fupertiator^  il^uor  yrbk^h  thgfe 
charlatans  pretended  to  have  the  true  receipt  of;  and  having 
caiiied  -iome  of  it  to  be  brought  V>  htpfi»  which  is  fupfpibl  to 
have  been  mixed  with  poifon  by  one  of  his  .eunuchs,  expkd 
imn^ediat^y  after  bis  taidng  it,  in  the  1 5^  year  of  his  i4%Q, 
and  43d  of  his  age.  He  left  his  crown  to  his  fon,  :srfiom 
he  had  appointed  his  fucccflbr. 
Xir.  XIL  AIO^TSONG  was  at  firft  oppofed  by  fcfme  of  die 

Mo-tfong.  grandees,  who  defigned  to  place  sinotlier  prince  on  ^e  tbrone} 

but 
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bat  their  teeafures  being  fniftrated,  and  tl\fq^  pipt  tp'c|eath,  AfierChr. 
he  was  indifcrete  enough  to  diiband  his  army,  p$|^t  of  which  821. 
being  thereby  reduced  to  great  ftraits,  wont  s^nd  li^cd  thep^? 
felyes  among  the  banditti,  and  increafed  their  fiqipb|er»  an4 
the  diftrefs  of  the  people.  In  his  reign  the  ii^perial  fa^nily  of 
Vangy  or  of  this  thirteenth  dynafty,  began  to  decline  al>ace, 
and  his  few  fucceflbrs  helped  to  complete  its  rutQ*  ?fe  die4 
fn  the  fourth  year  of  .his  reign,  and  the  thirti^tji  of  I^^s  ag^t 
after  having  taken  a  medicine  prepared  for  him,  and  was  fuc* 
cceded  by  his  fon  in  the  year  following. 

,    XIII.  KING'TSONG  was  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the     XIII. 
intcreft  of  the  powerful  eunuchs^  and,  proving  a  wa^k  prince,     King- 
Mvas  deprived  of  it  by  the  fame  intereft,  after  Vffo  year$  reign,  ^^f,\  - 
to  make  way  for  the  emprefs  mother.    He  was  but  juft  re-  '-^^      * 
turned  from  hunting,  and  about  to  ftiift  his  clqaths,  when,       *^* 
on  the  fudden,  the  candles  were  put  out,  and  he  murdered  Murderei. 
by  his  eunuchs,  who  placed  his  brother  in  his  room. 

XIV.  VE  N'T  SONG,  a  wife  and  good  prince,  grew  fo     XIV. 
impatient  at  the  exorbitant  power  of  thofeeurjuchs,  that  hp     ^«**- 
had  taken  meafures  fecretly to  deftroy  thein ;  but  they bdng  J^^fCt, 
aware  of  it,  fell  fuddenly  on  the  minijftcrs,  and  gugrd^  of  thp  4r^^^' 
palace^,  and  flew  above  a  thoufand  of  them,  and  together  witb       ^'^* 
them  were  feveral  confiderable  families  deftroyed,  v^  the  niath 
year  of  his  reign.     This  misfortune,  apd  others  he  forefa^, 
grieved  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  having  in  vaiq  tried  tp 
jdleviate  his  melancholy,  by  diyerlioiis,  (jinking,  isfc.  he  died 
of  a  deep  confumptioo,  in  the  fourteei^th  year  of  his  reigo, 
and  was  fiiccecded  by  his  brother,  though  he  1^  a  fo.^,  wl^om    *       * 
the  eunuchs  fet  afide. 

xy.  VU-TSpNG  was  a  pripce  of  a  warli^  tCT^per,     XV. 
dreading  neither  danger  nor  fatigue,  and  yortjjy  of  the  pre-  Vu-tfcng. 
.fcrence  Ihewed  to  him.     He  drove  the  Tartars  out  of  tl\e  AfterChr. 
*  province  of  Shen^Ji^  >'here  they  h^d  fprdfied  themfelyes,  aoid     ^4'» 
jdeared  others  of  the  bai>ditti  that  infei|e4  them.     ^^  had  io 
excellent  a  judgn^ent,  that  he  never  was  deoeivcd  in  the  choice 
•of  his  minifters.    He  revived  a  law,  flill  ip  fQ.rc,e,  thpugh  A«w/- 
little  praftifed,  which  obliged  the  mandarins  of  the  provin<;€S,  ^f  ^^' 
c»ce  in  five,  or  at  nioft  feven,  years,^to  fend  ^  ^ccoutKx^o  f^^W* 
psMTt  of  all  tl^eir  mifcarriages,  and  to  b^  the  emperor's  par* 
.don  for  them  "* ;   and  If  any  thing  was  found  in  their  con- 
.fcffion  either  difguifed,  palliated,  or  excufed,  they  were  %o 
expeft  no  favour,  but  were  immediately  turned  put.     He  is 
faid   to  have  fupprefled  the  Chriftians,  who  bad  been  fo, 
puch  favoured  duiing  foijae  pf  the  form^  reigns,  ^ijtd  to  have 

"»  See  before,  p.  148.  &  feq. 
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obliged  the  bonzu  to  retuhi  to  a  fecular  life.  He  feigned  bat 
fix  years,  and  died  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  fucoeeded  by  the  grandfon  of  Hyen-tfong,  the  eleventh 
tUdnarch  of  this  dynaily ;  the  eunuchs  having  rejected  his  fon 
from  reigning  after  him. 
XVI.  XVI.   SIVEN-TS0N6  was  no  fooner  upon  the  throne 

Swen-       ^an  he  ftiewed  himfelf  a  prince  excellently  qualified  to  reign, 
™?8'       contrary  to  the  expeftation  of  the  eunuchs,  who  had  railed 
TsIt  ''*  ^^  ^^  *^  ^^*  ^^**^  other  views.     His  wifdom,  equity,  appK- 
*'■      cati6n,  and  love  of  his  people,  made  him  be  looked  upon  and 
revered  as  a  fecond  Tay-tfong^  the  fecond  emperor  of  this  dy- 
•nafty.   ,  All  his  merit,  however^  proved  infufficient   to  fuj^ 
prefe  the  power  of  the  eunuchs,  though  his  prime  miniiler  pot 
him  upon  in  effeftual  way  of  doing  ^t ;  viz.  by  fhewii^ 
faimfelf  inexorable  to  thofe  who  were  guilty  of  any  fault,  and 
not  to  fupply  with  new  ones  the  places  of  thofe  that  died : 
but  they,  having  got  intelligence  of  this  defign,  became  fuch 
mortal  enemies  both  to  the  prime  minifter  and  prince,  that 
they  ccafed  not  to  create  new  troubles  againft  them.     Tliat 
wife  monarch  is  however  juftiy  blamed  for  his  fondnefs  for 
the  feft  of  TaUy  and  his  eagernefs  of  being  immortalized  by 
their  pret^ided  panacea,  notwithftanding  all  the  wife  diffua- 
livcs  of  his  beft  miniflers ;  for  he  had  no  fooner  drank  the 
His  dre^ui'-htal  liquor^  than  he  felt  himfelf  devoured  by  worms  that 
/ui  ittd.     fwarmed  in  his  body  ;  and  died  a  few  days  after,  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  his  reign,  and  fiftieth  of  his  age.     He  was 
•fiicceed«l  by  his  fon,  and  by  the  intereft  of  the  eunuchs. 
'  XVIL        XVII.  I'TSONG  {oonhecAtnc  odious  to  all  his  fubjefls 
I-tfong.    for  his  luxury  and  debaucheries.    He  reigned  fourteen  years ; 
jIfiMrChr.  and,  about  three  months  before  his  death,  caufed  one  of  the 
^60.     fingers  of  the  idol  Fo  to  be  brought  with  great.folemnity  into 
his  palace ;  ^nd  the  Chinefs  attribute  his  death,  and  the  trou- 
Wes  which  enfued,  to  his  ftupid  devotion  for  that  idol.    The 
eunuchs  placed  his  fon  on  the  throne,  who  was  but  twelve 
years  old,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  greater  fway. 
' XVIII.       XVIII.  HI'TSONG  accordingly  left  the  fole  management 
Bi'tfong.  to  them  ;  and,  whilft  he  fpent  his  time  in  mufic,  riding,  iboot- 
JfttrCbr.  ing,  and  otho-  fuch  diverfions,  nothing  wits  feen  on  all  fides 
^74'    ♦  but   tumults  and  revolts,  efpecially  in  the  northern  parts. 
Cr/o^rr-*  The  people  groaned  under  the  heavy  load  of  taxes,  and  a 
m^kt^  Uz4  grievous  famine,  occafioned  by  the  overflowing  of  the  riven, 
and  vaft  fwarms  of  locufts  which  had  deftroyed  moft  of  iht 
corn ;  all  which  'ftiU  added  to  the  number  of  the  revolters. 
-  Thefe  had  one  Whan-tfyau  at  their  head,  who  went  and  be- 
fieged  the  imperial  city  \  and,  having  driven  their  prince  out 

-  of 
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of  it,  proclaimed  their  Icad^  emperor,  andgavetohii^femay 
the  name  oi  Tfu  ' 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difaflers,  the  command  of  the  impe- 
ml  ^my  was  given  to  a  young  man  not  above  twenty-eight 
years  old,  named  li-ke-yongy  but  nicknamed  To-yien-long^  on 
account  of  his  being  blind  of  one  eye.     This  youth,  however,  Imperial* 
attacked  the  rebel  army  with  great  valour ;  and,  tho*  repulfed  army  njic* 
at'the  lirA^oofet,  yet  rallied  his  men,  and  renewed  the  &sj^x.t furious ^ 
with  fuch  vigour,  that  he  totally  defeated  them,  and  brought 
back  the  emperor  in  triumph.     For  this  eminent  fervioe,  he 
was  raifed  to  the  principality  of  Tfiriy  and  hJs  fon  became 
foon  after  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty.     The  emperor  died 
about  three  months  after,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  twenty-feventh  of' his  age;  and  wai  fuocceded  by  the 
fixth  fon  of  the  laJft  emperor,  whom  the  eunuchs  placed  upqn 
the  throne. 

XIX.  CHAU'TSON^y   a  wife  and   valiant  prince,  de-     XIX. 
figned,  by  the  help  of  his  prime  and  other  minifters,  to  have  Chau- 
totally  aboliflied  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  eunuchs ;  when  ^^ong* 
they,  on  a  fudden,  having  got  intelligence  of  itj  came  una-  AJ}trCbr» 
wares  upon  him  wth  their  foldiers,  feized  on  his  perfon,  con-  r^.?'    . 
fining  him  in  a  remote  apartment  under  a  ftrong  guard,  leav-  i^^y^V ^ 
ing  him  only  a  hole  in  the  wall  for  conveying  his  food  to  nucbs.    ' 
him. 

The  prime  minifter  T/wyu^  having  difcovered  the  phccj  R^/gafiJ. 
i&nt  fuddeniy  a  number  of  refolute  fellows^  who  flew  the 
guards,  and  refcued  the  emperor,  and  brought  him  back  to  JUfiwed. 
his  palace.     After  this,  he  invited  Chu-ven^  then  at  the  head 
of  the  robWs,.  to  come  and  aflifl  his  prince  againft  the  eu*- 
nuchs,  who  arrived  jufl:  at  the  time  When  that  monarch  had 
ifliied  out  anediift  for  extirpating  them  all  excepting  thirty  ^rf 
the  youngeft,  to  be  refcrved  for  the  moft  fervile  offices  of  the 
palace ;   and  executed  his  commiiTion^  with  fuch  zeal,  that  Eunuchs 
Hiany  hundreds  of  them  were  put  to  the  fword.     But  Chu-  deftroyed. 
ven^  who  had  thus  hx  behaved  with  fo  much  loyalty,  being 
feized  with  a  fpirit  of  Ambition,-  caufed  the  faithful  prime  Chn-ven 
tninifter  to  be  flain,  and  obliged  the  emperor  to  remove  his  rebels^  and 
court  from  the  province  of  Shen-Ji  to  that  of  Ho-nan ;  which  murders 
he  had  no  fooner  done,  but  the  traitor  put  him  to  death  in  ^^'  ^^* 
the  lixteenth  year  of  his  reign  and^  thirty-eighth  of  his  age,  r^''* 
and  placed  the  crown  on  his  fon,  till  he  could  fafefy  take  it 
from  him.  * 

XX.  CHAU-SWEN-TSONG  had  not  reigned  two  years,     XX- 
before  he  perceived  that  GhU'ven  defigned  to  lacrifice  him  as  Chaa- 
he  had  d9nc  his  father  ;  to  prevent  which,  he  offered  volun-  ^'^"g- 
tarily  to  rcfign  the  ctown  to  him.    The  ufurpcr  took  jtim  at  ^fi^^Chr. 

F  f  a  hi?     505. 
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his  word ;  and  gave  him  a  principality,  which  he  enjoyed 
only  three  years,  bdng  flain  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his 
age;  and  with  him  ended  the  family  of  Tang^  and  thirteendi 
dynafty ;  and  Chu-veriy  who  then  aflumed  the  name  of  I'ay- 
tfuy  became  the  founder  of  a  new,  jrhongh  fhort  and  incoQ^ 
fidcrableonc  (S). 

i^hijfna-^be  FcurSiintb  Dynafty  called  Hew-Iyang,  vbicb  bad 
/f  •  ci^  ^wo  Emperors  witbin  ibe  Space  of  Sixteen  Tears. 

I.  I.  ^AT-TSU  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  rebeMion 
Tay-tfa.  -t  ,and  parricides ;  and  even  during  the  time  he  fat  on  Ac 
JfterCbr.  throne,  many  principalities  fell  off  from  their  aU^iance.  He 
9^7«  fixed  Ms  court  in  the  province  of  Ho-nan  ;  and  was  mnrderdi 
iv^h'r  ^y  ^^^  eldeft  fon,  in  the  lixth  year  of  his  reign,  and fixty-  \ 
py  tsjtms.  f^Qjjj  ^f  l^jg  jjgg^  jjm  ^^^  fucceedcd  by  hi^  third  fon. 

H;  II.  MO'Tl  was  then  fovereign  of  a  petty  ftate  ;  but,  as 

Mo*d.       {^^^^  as  he  heard  of  his  father's  death,  he  marched  ifflme- 
AfittChr.  jiatcly  at  the  head  of  an  army  againft  his  lMt)th€r,  and  totally 
^'  ^*      defeated  and  flew  him,  and  mounted  the  throne.  In  the  tlurd 
year  of  his  reign  the  Sye^tans^  lately  mentioned,  who  had 
changed  their  name  into  that  of  Lyau^  laid  the  foundation 
of  their  government,  which  redconed  a  fucceffion   of  nine 
princes  within  the  fpace  of  209  years.     Chang-iftrng^  the  fba 
of  the  famed  one-eyed  general,  lately  mentioned  for  his  grea( 
fervices  done  to  the  late  emperor  Hi^ffing^  took  the  advan- 
tage of  the  then  reigning  troubles  to  fdze  on  a  cix>wn,  of 
which  he  thought  himfdf  more  worthy  than  the  nfbrper. 
Defeated,  He  commanded  an  army  accuftomed  to  conquer;  and,  rfttr 
taking  feveral  confiderable  places  from  him,   engaged  and 
and  kills    defeated  him  ;  and  Mchti,  in  defpair,  flew  himfelf  in  the  tenth 
kimfelf.      ye^r  of  his  reign,  and  with  him  ended  tMs  dynafly. 

(S)  The  five  following  dyna-  koning  twenty-fom*  emperors  in 
fties  are  ftykd  by  the  Chinefi  the  fpace  of  198  years,  whereas 
He'wu'ta^  or  the  five  hitter  the  following  ones  hsad\y  con- 
races  or  fQCceffions,  and  are  ac-  tinned  one  cy de^  and  reckon  iMi 
counted  as  petty  ones,  as  well  more  than  thtrteea  empeRKs ; 
;  .  as  the  ^st  that  preceded  that  of  sind  thefe  latt:^  beinfiiniach*di^ 
^a»g.  They  likewife  rciemble  tarbed  by  a  warlike  aadoB 
them  in  their  wars,  revolts,  and  called  Sye-tau^  which  inhabited 
parricides,  which  fooftenflained  the  country  now  called  Lyat' 
the  throne  with  royal  blood :  tong,  and  were  much  iircreafed 
hut  they  diifer  from  them  in  by  die^  colonies  ^ac  caoie  <hi- 


the  number  both  of  years  and    ther  from  Ktrea* 
mon^chs  >  the  five  former  sec* 
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T36tf  Fifteenib  Dynajly  called  Hcw-tarfg,  confijiing  ^fi^thJ^nu- 
Four  Emperors  in  the  Spate  of  thirteen  Tearf.       ^• 

I..  r^HWANG-'TSONG^  like  his  father,  was  enured  to  the       I* 

^   martial  trade  from  his  youth ;  and,  in  all  his  cam-  Chwang. 
paigns,  lay  on  the  ground  with  a  bell  about  his  neck,  for  ^^^S- 
tear  of  fleeping  too  long ;  tho*  his  earlier  years  were  blemifh-  Ar^^^f^^- 
-ed  by  his  luxury,  and  fondnefs  for  public  fhews';  and  would     ^^^ 
himfelf  aft  a  part  in  plays,  to  divert  his  mother  and  wives. 
He  was  no  lefs  given  to  avarice ;  infomuch  th^t  tKough  his 
coffers  were  filled  with  gold  and  filver,  yet  could  he  not  pre- 
vail on  himfelf  to  ope;a  them  for  the  relief  of  his  fubjeAs.    ^ 
He  was  at  kagth  wounded  in  a  fedidoti  raifed  athong  his         *    ^ 
-foJdicry ;  and  med  of  it,  ;n  the  third  year  of  his  feign,  and 
thirty-fifth  of  his  age  ;  but  it  was  never  known  whether  the 
arrow-  that  wounded  him  was  ftiot  defignedly  at  him,  or  Ut 
raadom.    He  was  fuccceded  hy  Ming-tfofig^  whom  the  father 
-'of  the  late  emperor  had  adopted,  though  he  was  not  bom  in 
tbe  empire. 

II,  MIJV^TSONG  proved  worthy  of  tbe  rank  he  w^s      U.   ^ 
sraSfed  to  5  and  was  highly  efteemed  for  his  liberafity,  peaceable  Mmg-  . 
-difpofition,  love  (^  his  fiibjefts,  and  n?gard  for  learned  men,  tfong.  ^ 
fhough  himfdf  vms  quite  illiterate.     In  his  reign  the  art  }^{  ^ft^r<Srr. 
printtag  "  was  fpuodout ;  and  the -celebrated  Chau-quang-yu,  jr9^^^, 
who  afiserwajcds  became  the  founder  of  the  ninctetnth  ^y-f^J**^' 
.  aaAy,  w^s.bwn.     Several  other  bleflings  which  accompanied       ***** 
fOA  followed  Mng^tjbtfg's  reign  are  attributed  to  his  finginlar 
^ty,  and  the  continual  prayers  he  offered  up  to  heaven  for 
himfdf  aad  fubjcfts  (T),    He  had  uaoreover  a  great  numtler 
•of  wife  meni,  by  whofe  cowiiel  he  made  many  excellent  regu- 
ii^on$,  ^and  pile  among  .the  x€&  which  excluded  the  eunuchs     '    ' 
from  all  jf'ubHc  emplojiacnts*    He  reigned  eight  years  very 

*«  Dehac^  vid.-fup.  p.  »iz.  Be  feq, 

(T)    Hie  Cbinefi  hiftorians  empire,thejch(ife  me  to  go'vern  it, 

■•tpll  us,    that   he    every   nigjit  I  make  but  dne  re^it^^  nM'hit^is^ 

,.turnt  perfui^cs  to  the  Lord  .  ctf  that  tW  htayeni^  Mkjefiy  wduld 

r'licaveti;  ahd  adflrelled  him  in  ^vnuohfetfe  t^  ^atch  bsuirny  c9h- 

'  Ivords  ttt  this  effi^ft :  Injdas  bark  jfuR^  and  fend  tsgyoifc  and  expe^ 

•a  harharietft,  intU  in  a  couHtry  tf  rintced  wwur*  'w^gfe  jcoun/el  p^ay 

IbarbaHans- ;  y^t^^  ik  tbe  miifi  '^f  aidtne  fo^9*v^n  tbtJi  fiate^  lAiith^ 

tbe  difliirbmtes  tbuttroubkd  ibt  onifaUingintoanymifiakes^i^, 

(35)  Vidi  UQmfUj^  Nofl^  jCoufkt,  &  ah  ^  Du  IJalde,  fuh  Min^-tfufi^i 

F  f  3  peaceably. 
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Dituh.      peaceably,  and  died  in  the  iixty-fevcnth  year  ofthis  age,  \ 
was  fucceeded  by  hi3  fon. 
in.  UL  MI  N'T  SONG  had  not  reigned  a  fiiU  year,  when  5& 

*l**^'        king'tangy  fon-in4aw  to  the  late  emperor,  at  the  head  of  j 
^Jr^Ck    ^^^  ^^  50,000  men,  furniftied  by  the  people  of  Lyau-ton^ 
QX4.  ^'  "^^®  himfelf  mafler  of  the  palace,  and  deprived  him  botl 
^^^'      his  life  and  crown  in  the  forty-firft  year  of  his  age.    He^ 

fucceeded  By  his  adopted  fon  Lo-vang,  fince  named  Fi-tu 

ly.  IV.  FhTI^  not  being  able  to  make  head  againft  the  mnT': 

Fi-ti,        dercr  of  his  father,  fled  for  (helter  into  thie  city  of  Ghey<bewy 

JfierCbr,  ^^jjere  not  thinking  himfelf  fefe,  he  (hut  himfelf  up  with  his 

93  S-      family,  and  every  thing  he  had  of  value,  in  a  palace,  and, 

Bumsbim'  fetting  it  on  fire,  periihed  in  the  flames  in  the  very  firft  jm 

/elfali*v€,,  of  his  reign.    With  him  ended  the  fifteenth  dynafty ;  and  the 

rebel  She-king-tang  became  the  founds*  of  a  new  one,  and 

took  the  n^me  of  Kau-tfu. 

\(ith  dj-  Tbi  Sixteenth  Dynafiy  called  Hew-tfin,   confifiing  cf 
"^Jb-  Two  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  Eleven  Tears. 

'•        !•   VAU-TSV  was  forced  to  purchafe  his  new-gotten  fig- 
Kau-tfii.        -*  A.  Qjty  at  the  expcnce  of  the  honour  of  his  country.  The 
^JfierChr;  general  of  the  auxiliary  forces  of  Lyau-tong  refiifing'  to  ac- 
936.      knowlegc  him,  and  being  inclined  to  aflumed  the  imperial 
'Mikes  a    diadem,  Kau-tju,  not  daring  to  enter  into  a  w^r  with  hiiPi 
/4tal  fiif.  ^ff^  forced  to  buy  a  peace,  by  yielding  to  him  fixteen  docs 
.  of  the  province  of  Pe-cheli^  neareft  to  that  of  Lyau-tong, 
and  fending  to  him  annually  300,000  pieces  of  fiUc.    TUs 
.  imprudent  donative,  which  could  not  but  augment  the  power 
and  pride  of  that  warlike  nation,  proved  the  fatal  fource  of 
numberlefs  wars,  which  ravaged  the  CUnefe  empire  above  400 
years.    He  reigned  but  feven  years ;  and  died  in  the  fifty-fird 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew,  by  tlic , 
choice  of  the  grandees,  j 

ir.  11.  TS  LVANG  had  not  reigned  long,  before  he  few  KoJ 

Tfi-wang.  felf  invaded  by  the  Lyau-tongians,  notwithftanding  the  treat 
AftirChr,  n^ade  with  his  predcccflbr.    He  oppofed  them  with  an  ami 
943-      fufiicient  to  have  given  them  an  efFeftual  rep.ulfe,  had  notiv 
Betrayed  -  general  Ly^nvchi'ywen,  who  himfelf  aimed  at  the  imperii 
dignity,  ^ven  them  time,  by  his  flow  marches  and  afleAo 
and  de^     delays,  to  feize  pn  the  emperor ;  who,  being  dethrx>ned  b] 
throned,     them,  was  glad  to  accept  of  a  fihall  foverdgnty,' where  j> 
ended  his  days.    He  reigned  four  years ;  and  was  fuccecdw 
by  his  treacherous  general,  who  afliimed  the  name  of  Kq»x 
ifUf  and  became  the  foii&der  of  a  new  dynafty. 
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7h  Seventeenth  Dynafiy  called  Hew-han,  confijiing  of  17th  4j' 
Two  Emperors  in  the  Jbort  Space  of  Four  Tears.       ^'^fy- 

I,   V^AU-TSU,  at  the  beginning,  made  fo  little  reCftaoce       h 

•'^  againft  the  Lyau-tongian  forces,  that  they  made  aKan-tTv.  ^ 
terrible  havock  among  the  northern  provinces ;  but,  upon  their  AfurQbK 
entering  into  the  fouthern  ones,  they  were  opppfed  by  fu^h  ^^^7r> 
bodies  of  Chinefe^  as  made  th^ir  gen^^ral  fay,  He  ceuld  not  p?.'^     '^  - 
have  believed  the  cqnquejl  of  China  ivoidd  have  graved  fo  d\ffi-,      ^^ 
cult ;  fo  th^t,  contenting  himfelf  with  his  rich  plunder,  he  '^''^ 
retired  tq  his  pwn  country.     In  the  mean  time  Kau-tfu  died 
'  in  th^  fecond  y^ar  of  his  reign,  aged  fifty -four,  and  in  the 
n?kt  wfis  fucceeded  by  his  fon. 

II.  I  N'T  If  being  obliged  to\mplQy  his  forces  againft  the      II. 
Tartars  of  Lyau-tong,  gave  an  opportunity  to  the  eunuchs  In-ti, 
of  raifing  great  difturbances,  in  order  to  recover  their  power  ;^  After  Chr* 
fo  that,  -v^hilft  bis  ftrmy  was  gaining  many  fign^  viftoric^     949* 
againft  thofe  barbarians,  his  p^aqe  w^  all  in  combuftioQ ; 
^ad  the  eunuchs  had  raifed  ^  feditjon,  in  which  the  emperor  MnrderU 
was  flain,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign.     The  emprels  im-  hy  thetU'-^ 
inediately  placed  his  brother  on.  the  throne ;    but  he  was  ituchs*^ 
fcarcely  ftated  on  it,  before  the  iinperial  general,  named  i&- 
ghey^  returned  crowned  with  laurels  from  his  glorious  expe- 
dition, ^nd  was  proclaimed  emperor  by  his  army.    The  em* 
prefs,  unabl?  tq  fupport  her  fon,  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  t|i^  ^ 

Viftorious  general,  wlio  frpn^  that  time  refpefted  her  as  his 
mother ;  and,  tg^king  upon  him  tl;e  nam^  of  Tay-lfu^  became 
the  founder  qf  tjie  nes^t  dynafty. 

%be  Eighteenth  Dynafty  called  Hew-chew,  eonftfting  ^"^^th  <$r- 
Three  Emperors  within  the  Space  of  Nine  Tears.       *^' 

1.  ^AT'TSUy  upon  his  mounting  the  throne,  removed  hjs    .    !• 

*    court  to  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Ho-nan,  vifited  Tay-tfu. 
in  perfon  the  fepulchre  of  (^onfucius^  and  Jiqnoured  his  me-  After  Chr* 
pory  with  the  title  of  king  (V),     Some  believe  that  the  Mo^      95*- 

hammedans 

(V)  We  are  told,  that  fome  kings.    To  which  he  replied, 

€f  his  courtiers  reprefented  to  that  they  were  millaken  ;  for 

him,  that  fuch  an  honour  did  that  he  had  beei^  rather  a  mailer 

not  fuit  with  a  man  who  had  al-  to*  kings  and    exnpeirors,    and 

yays  been  a  fubjed  not  only  to  that  therefore  too  much  hQnour 

the  emperors,  but  even  to  petty  could  not  be  paid  to  him  (36). 

(36)  Le  Cimptty  Ntel,  Couplet^  Dv  Uildt,  ubijupra. 

F  f  4  We 
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bammfdans  firft  fettled  in  China  in  bis  rofpi. ;  whilft  others 
pttc^  it  mudi  eatUer,  even  as  fa^  as  the  tfairteehth  dyttafty. 
He  reigiMed  but  three  ydtf$,  and  died  in  the  fi^*thlrd  year 
of  his  affCy  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  adopted  fon. 
11;  U.  Sitl'TSONG  was  admired  for  his  love  of  IearnlDer» 

Sht-VlUhj.  ahi  IkiU  in  the  art  of  war ;  though  he  ftill  retained  fuch  iSn- 
^itChr.  gular  modefty,  notwllhftanding  his  grandeur,  that  he  always 
9S4-  lypt  a  plough  iirid  loom  at  work  in  his  pdace.  In  the  time 
tUsfygu'  ^^  fciarclty  ne  opened  all  his  granaries,  ordered  his  com  and 
lardkt^*  nee  to  be  fold  at  the  cheapeft  rate,  and  the  people  to  pay  him 
ritj^  when  they  Were  able ;  alleging,  that  they  were  all  his  chil-. 

dren,  and  That  it  did  not  become  a  parent  to  with-hold  neoeF> 
fary  f3od  from  his  children.  He  likewife  caufed  all  the  metal 
ftatues  to  be  melted,  and  coined  into  money  for  their  re? 
lief.  His  fame  brought  feveral  petty  princes  to  their  obe- 
dience. Who  had  for  many  years  withdraw^  it  from  his  prede- 
ccffoVs  ;  and  a  method  was  propofed  to  him  how  to  recover 
Ac  provincfes  that  had  been'difmahtled  from  the  empire  dn-» 
ring  the  late  troubles ;  but  death  prevented  his  putting  it  in 
i>eath.  execution.  He  reigned  fix  years^  and  died  ih  the  thirty-nintl^ 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  ifon. 
HI.  Ill-  KONG'TIvfzs  but  feven  y^ars  ojd  wheti  his  father 

Kong-ti.  died,  who  put  him  under  the  gu^dianfhip  of,  his  prime  mi- 
JfierChr.  hifter  Chau-quang-yii^  who  had  done  fignal  fervices  to  the 
g6p,  empire  duting  the  late  wars ;  but  the  grandees,  dccepdnj^j 
igainft  his  nonage,  raifed  that  minifter  to  the  empire.  Whci 
%ey  Went  to  acquaint  him  with  their  choice,  they  found  hBt) 
in  bed ;  and  faluted  him  «nperor,  cloadiing  him  with  a  yd;^ 
low  habit,  which  is  the  imperial  colour.  fCpng'ti,  who  had 
reigned  but  a  few  months,  had  a  finall  principality  ajQSgoed 
kim,  and  with  him  ended  the  'eighteenth  dynifty.  ChoA" 
quan^-yh  a^c^ted  of  the  crow  A  on  a>rwditi66  that  Itheempreli 
mother  (bould  t^e  place  of  him  on  all  occaiioiif; ;  and  with 
Ijiiih  began 

We  have  formerly  obfervcd,  their  fucceflbrs,  have  done  it  ta 

that  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  their  anceAors,  who  never  M 

Chineji  thus  to  honour  the  dead  any  while  alive,   and  merely  to 

with  fuch  titles ;  and  many  of  give  the  face   of  grandeur  to 

thSp  founders  of  dy^a^^es^  and  uieir  fajptilHes. 
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fbiT!finetemtbt>fnafycalledSbng^  citing  c^J^tglhen  i^thir 
Emptrors  witbin  the  Space  of  gi^  Tears.  ^^fii- 

I.  TT*AY'TSl}y  for  that  was  the  name heaflnmed  with  His       i,      : 

-■    new  dignity,  together  with  eight  qf  hi$  fucceflbrsy  kept  Tay-tfa. 
Acir  court  in  fome  pf  the  northern  provinces  oif  Chinai^  that  AfterGbr. 
tiey  inight  be  at  hand  to  fupprcfs  the  incurficHJS  of  the  Tar^     960. 
tars  and  Lyau-tofigians  j  by  which  means  the  awjMre  l>6ga{i  to  ^l'  ixctU 
take  breath  a&er  dl  ib  former  difafters ;  and  jhofe  cominotioaa'  ^^^  ^"^ 
were  happily  fucceeded  by  a  iong  calm^  which  i^ight  havd  ^^*^  ^ 
proved  ftiU  more  lafting,  had  all  the  princes  pjF  i^  ivBilf*'^^* 
been  as  much  addidlexl  to  learniog  and  arms.    He  was  indeed 
eadowed  with  all  the  princely  <juaiiu€s  tim  €0toM  maias  a 
people  happy  and  lloari/hing  $ .  and  ordered  the  feor  gall^s  0i 
his  palace,  which  fronted  the  four  cardinal  points,  to..^  al- 
ways djpen,  that  his  hou/e,  as  ivell  as  hisJmrt%  m^h^'if^U 
to  all  bis/ubje6ls.    . 

His  fame  was  fuch  for  wifdom<andmpd^atio^,  dfiat  l|0  ie%  Frugatlffi 
tiianten  petty  fovereigns  fubmitted  to  h^  govOTimep^t  ^-albi 
fc  was  fuch  an  enemy,  to  luxury,  that  he -retrenched  it  akpg€-  . 
ther  in  His  family,  and  would  not  fufi^  ^vea  his  d^ugh^sjS) 
wear  pearls.     However,  he  honoXired  feis  deosafed  feiihefV 
grandfather,  and  great  grandfather,  with  the  title  €f  emper 
for ;  and  his  mother,  an  excellent  princefs,  with  that  of  eHSl* 
nrefs  (W).     During  a  fevere  winter,  reflefting  on  what  hj^d*  j&v  mif" 
mips  his  army,  then  engaged  in  ptppofin^  the  fiottheiti  ha^- /age  to  his 
tions,  were  likely  to  fvifler,  he  pulkd  oS  his  fur  gowdt,  anil  armr;. 
lent  it  to  their  general »  tdKhg  him,  that  he  wiftied  it  was  it 
liis  power  to  do'  th^  like  to  evary  foldii^4  and  it  is  hftrdl)f 
to  be  conceived  what  ardor  and  zeal  this  A&iot  ifiipireQl  h^ 
whole  army  with.    Hf  gav^  9^  ftill  more  pregnsmt  proo^  ti£ 

(W)  This  noble  lady,  when  herfon  ttW  to  be  fwayei  by  his 

€00£ratiilated  by  the  grandees  a^e£Uon  for  his  children  in  die 

on  ner  fon'i  advancement,  in-  iihoice  of  a  fucceilbt ;    but  to 

lead  of  e^preffiftg  any  jOy  at  it,  nominate  his  brother  to  thJiit 

only rcittinded  thrift *c?ft!re'gt^at  digftfty  ;  ^  fer  ffiiid  (hfe).  Ye- 

'iMtmltfy  of  i-ulifag  ^m ;  add-  •>  membd-,  tny  fitn,  tSfiat  yda 

bg,  that,  if  heir  ftm  did  ft,  fhe  "  arc  behrilden  for  the-  tfl^fcmc 

AM>ttld  gladly  recipive  their  con-  "  ycfo  fit  on,  le^  to  fo^r  ov/n 

Satulataons;  but,  if  not,  that  *'  iqerit,  tkkncbst)Leififfflie)ir%f 

B   fhould  contentedly  refign  "  the  prince  of  the  preceding 

thofe  honours,    and  finiih  her  *'  family;^'  which  advice  the, 

days  in  her  priftine  obfcvtrity.  emneror  ^xa^ly  folh)v\^>    a^  i 

A  year  before  her  desuh  fhe  wiU  he  fe^nin  th)e  (a^^^. 

is  (aid  to  have  earneiUy  charged  . 

5  his 
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itratagm  his  fatherly  afTcftion  at  the  Ccge  of  Nan-king ;  when,  rcfleft- 

to/avt      \xig  upoa  the  horrid  (laughter  (h^t  wpuld  be  made  in  it,  as  it 

Nan-        ^33  Qn  th^  point  of  furrcndcring,  he  feigned  himfelf  fick, 

>iBg,        ujg  gen^fals,  alvmed.  at  it^  came  and  fntroundcd  Ws  bed, 

every  one  propofing  fome  ren^edy  to  him.     Tq  whom  he  an- 

anftvcred  :  **  The  only  remedy  that  can  effeftoally  cure  me^ 

•*  is  in  your  power  alone ;  fwear  to  mc,  that  you  will  not  fhed 

**  the  blood  of  the  citizens."  They  all  fwore  acccwdingly,  and 

he  immediatdy  appeared  well ;  and,  though  they   tbci  all 

E6f&hle  precautioQ  to  reffa^in  the  foldiers,  fo  that  tiiere  were 
ut  few  flain  by  them,  yet  thofe  few  drqw  a  flood  of  tears 
from  him :  ai^d  as  the  city  had,  with  a  long  fiege,  fuflered 
likewife  by  ^unine,  he  immediately  feat  one  hvmd^-ed  thoufand 
meafures  of  rice  to  be  diftributed  among  them.  Many  other 
Piotlu  public aAs  he  did,  worthy  of  fo  good  a  prince;  and  died  in 
the  feventeeath  year  of  his  reign,  leaving  the  crown  to  h^s 
brother  Tay-tfing^  according  to  h^s  niother^  defire>  men^ 
^ooed  in  the  laft  note. 
IL  II.  TAT-TSONG  was  a  great  Ipyer  of  learning,    and 

iTaJr-        erciked  a  library  which  is  affirmed  to  have  contained  80,000 
<^g-       volumes.    He  was  once  befieging  the  metropolis  of  one  of 
^ttrChr.  tijg  iwoltcd  reguli,  when  he  was  alarmed  with  2^  tumult  iq 
97?*     the  camp  which  was  commanded  by  his  brother  ChaUj  oco^- 
ficmed  by  a  defign  of  the  foldiers,  as  was  reported  the  next 
day,  of  making  him  emperor.     Tay^tfong,  without  betraying 
l^e  leaft  refentment,  'went  on  yigoroufly  with  the  fi^e ;  and, 
a  few  days  after  he  had  taken  it,  Cbau  in  a  familiar  manner 
told  him,  he  wondered  he  had  not  rewardcij  thofe  who  had 
fignalized  themfelves  at  the  fiege.     To  which  the  emperor 
replied,  /  expe&ed  that  you  would  have  rewarded  them.  -  -  This 
fiung  Ckau  fo  to  the  heart,  that^h^  killed  himfelf  before 
night;  which  when  his  brother  heard,  he  (hed  a  flood  <i 
tears  oyer  his  corpfe,  and  caufed  the  grcateft  foneral  honour; 
to  be  paid  to  it. 
Wans  in   -     He  fought  feveral  battles  with  unequal  fuccefs  againft  the 
ibi  north*  Lyau-tongianSj,  in  order  to  recover  the  cities  which  had  beea 
yielded  to  them  by  Kau-tfuy  founder  of  the  fixteenth  dy- 
nafty,  though  convary  to  the  advice  of  his  more  experienced 
general ;  ib  that  we  need  not  wonder  at  his  purfuing  that  war 
with  fuch  flufluating  fuccefs,  being  as  often  defeated  by,  as 
,  viftorious  over,  the  Tartars ^  but  without  gaining  any  great 
'  advantage  (X).   He  reigned  twenty-one  years ;  and  died  in  the 

fifty- 

(X)  Thefc  wars  were  much    neral   Chang'tfi-byen^   who  ad- 
againft  the  mind  of  his  wife  ge-    vifed  him  fird  of  all  to  fettle  the 

»  empire 
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rfifty^ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  fiacceeded  by  1^8  third  Pf^i^h. 

'::;tra.'  CHING'TSONG  mvch  deceived  the  hopes  Vhlch     III, 
his  fabjefts  had  conceived  of  his  reign  (Y) ;  and,  i^ftead  qf  Ching- 
purfning  the  advantages  he  had  gained  againft  the  Lyau'  tibng. 
tongians,  whom  his  yiftorious  forces  had  thrown  into  the  4ft^Cbr^ 
utmpft  confternatbn,  bought  a  ^ameful  peace  of  them  at     99^; 

•  the  prkc  of  100,000  taels,  and  ^00,000  pieces  of  filk,  to  be  . 
paid  annually  to  them.  He  was  much  intoxicated  likewife 
-with  notions  of  magic,  and  other  fupcrftitions  of  the  feft  of 
ITau:  and  we  have  had  occafion  to  mention  elfewhere  aa 
egregious  trick  that  was  put  upon  him  by  one  of  thofe  im* 
poflors  *  *  " 


%  which  w^s  pot  a  little  tp  his  diflipnour  (Z). 


f  Sep  before,  p.  103.  ft^b  not.  (E). 
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ipmpire  in  peace,  before  he  aimed 
at  new  conquefls.  However, 
we  are  told  of  a  ftrahge  flrata-  ' 
gem  which  that  officer  made  uie 
bf  to  raifc  the  ficge  of  a  ciiy  : . 
he  caufed  %oo  foldiers  to  ap- 
proach the  befieger's  camp,  in 
the  dead  of  the  night,  with 
lighted  flan>beauxinthe^r  hands  i 
which  fo  alarmed  them,  that' 
^ey  thought  the  whole  Cbinefe 
army  was  coming  againft  them  ; 
fo  that  they,  betaking  them- 
iTelves  to  a  fudden  flight,  fell 
into  an  ambufcade  which  C^&^iffg-- 
tfi^h^  had  laid  for  them,  and 
were  moft  of  them  cat  ofF(37). 

^y>  A  comethaving  appeared  , 
at  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
which  was  deemed  to  portend 
(bme  calamity,  he  ordered,  as 
ufaal,  all  his  faults  to  be  laid 
before  hjm,  that  he  might  avert 
the  omen ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
remitted  ten  millions  of  the  taxes, 
and  fct  1 3,000  prifqners  at  li- 
berty ;  and,  a  fon  being  born  to 
|iim  at  that  juncture,  he  attri- 
buted that  long-wifticd-  forbleff- 
jDg  to  the  favour  of  heaven, 


which  hi  looked  upon"  liow  as 
pacified  by  his  religious  and  cha- 
ritable deeds  abov0.mentione4; 
and  his  fubje&s  looked  upon  the 
whole  ks  a  good  omen  of  a  pro- 
sperous reign ;  thQugh  it  proved 
otherwife,  through  h^s  exceffive 
weaknefs. 

(Z)  His  prime  viilr,  we  ate 
informed,  being  oji  his  death* 
bed,  told  his childitn,  thathis 
confcience  did  not  tipbraid  him 
with  any  ncglea,  except  that  of 
his,  not  having  advifed  the  em- 
peror to  burn  that  pernicious 
book  which  they  had  made  him 
believe  was  dropt  from  heaven* 
and  he  received  with  fo  much  re- 
fped  ;  and,  as  I  cannot  forgive 
my felf  that  fault,  faid  he,  fo  than 
I  defire  I  may  be  punifhed  for  it 
after  my  death  ;  and  therefore 
charge  you  to  caufe  my  head 
and  tace  to  be  fhaven  \  aqd  my 
body  to  be  buried,  like  that  of 
a  wretched  bonza,  without  cap 
or  girdle.  This  was  doubtlels 
done  by  that  wife  minifler,  in 
order  to  cure  the  emperor  of 
his  vaft  refped  for  that  curfM 


(37)  VHc  Du  Halde  Jub  Taytfong,    Ste  affo  hfire,  p.  103.  /«*  (£)• 

book; 
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*  '    Ik  the  fbtteenth  yesr  ti  his  reign  he  cattfed  an  jUxooat  tt> 

be  taken  of  all  the  people  employed  in  agriculture  ;  who\rede 

tbund  to  amount  to  1 1 ,976,965  aUe  pertons^  exclufive  of  the 

Ih^tgpKbutes,  literati,  eunuchs,  feldiers,  bonzas,  wntenmentif 

i^  ferts,  ite.  all  which  amounted  t6  an  immeafe  nnodier. 

I)t  canied  likewife  the  antient  books  to  be  reprinted,  and  (fi- 

fperfed  through  the  empire ,  and  died  in  the  tweitCf-fiftfa  yew 

t>f  his  teign,  and  fifty-fifth  of  his  age,  and  was  focceeded  by 

his  fixth  fon,  whom  he  had  by  his  (econd  queen. 

IV.  5^^'  JIN'TSONG  was  then  but  thirteen  years  trfd ;  bat 

Jin  tfong.  the  emprefs  took  the  government  into  her  hands,  and  held  it 

Jfiir  CJkr,  tlB  her  death,  which  happened  eleven  years  after  his  acoeffioa, 

1023.     and  to  whom  he  had  idways  paid  the  fame  refpeft  as  if  (he 

had  been  his  own  mother.     As  he  was  of  a  pacific  difpofidon, 

his  ible  aim,  when  be  came  to  govern,  was,  to  let  his  fub- 

Bm^a      jefts  tafte  the  ffuits  of  tranquillity ;  but,  this  emboldening 

/bmme/mi    the  Tartars  to  renew  the  war,  he  was  forced  to  buy  another 

femceoftbe.  fiumeful  peace  from  them.    He  was,  however,  a  prince  of 

Tartars.  ;  great  piety ;  whidi  he  ihewed  not  only  in  baniftiing  ^1  image- 

HisfingU'  ^wftiippcrs  from  his  palace,  but  by  his  conftant  addre/les  to 

i4tr  piny  '  heaf^  durii^  a  long  drought,  and  his  thankfiilnefs  to  it  utxm 

to  his/ub-'^t  Vetnm  of  the  umal  rains.     He  (aved  500,000  of  his  («ib« 

je£is*       '  Jeffe  filom  pcrifhmg  by  the  timely  fupply  he  fent  them  of  com 

nnd  rice. 

fiis  extreme  defire  of  having  a  fon  made  him  dtvcPixre  Ms 
.mprefs,  for  which  he  was  blamed  by  the  generality  of  his 
AJhame^  fubjefts ;  but  his  moft  (hamcfnl  falfe  ftep  of  all  was,  his  buying 
/*'{'f**fJ'   a  peace  of  the  Lyau't9ngian  king,  who  demanded  areftitutxm 
w//^  tbe  ^f  ^^  ^jjgg  which  had  been  retaken  by  one  of  lus  predccef* 
Lyiu-       ^^^*  andinftead  of  Whfch  he  engaged  to  pay  him  a  jpen>^ 
tonff/       ^  200,000  tads,  and  300,000  pieces  of  filic ;  and  wSaxi 
'  the  ^j^ord  Na^o  be  ufed  in  the  treaty,  which  ratter  %nifies  a 
tribute  than  a  penfion.     As  he  had  no  children  cither  by  his 
crtiprefs,  or  by  that  which  he  married  after  her  divorcement, 
-     •      he  was  obliged  to  name  Ing-tfong^  the  thirteenth  fon  of  his 
.lurother,  for  his  fujcceflbr.     He  med  ia  the  forty-firft  yearxrf 
.'  fais  t9^,  and  fifty-fourth  of  his  age. 
y.  V.  ING-TSONG's  rdgn  had  Hke  to hav€  been  imbittered 

Ing-         by  a  mifnnderftandlng  between  him  und  the  emprels,  who, 
tfong.       tjiough  not  his  mother,  had  a  ftiare  in  the  government ;  but 
J/terChr,  that  breach  being  made  up  by  the  ftrenuous  endeavours  of , 
1064.     his  wife  prime  miniftcr,  and  fhe  rcfigning  her  part  up  to  him, 

«  book  $  againft  which  it  is  ob-    Lord  of  heaven  abated  much 
ferved  by  the  C/^/;7^/f  hidorians,    among  great  numbers  of  their 


that,  from  that  fatal  period,  the    cogntrymcn 
tiXjgtii  due   tp  (he  Sovereign 


he 
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he  reigned  <}uictly  the  reft  of  th?  timr ,  which  wsit  in  A^  who|c  ^ 

but  four  years.    He  died  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  b^s  i^gc^ 
and  was  fuccecded  by  his  fon  (A). 

VI.  ^ir/iV'-r*?^?-/^,  a  prince  of  more  eourage  than  con-      Y^    . 
duft,  was  extremely  defirous  to  deliver  hi$  northern  fubjeftft  y^^**" 
from  the  Tartarian  yoke;  but  was  diverted  from  it  by  his ^^"S* 
dying  mother,  who  counfelled  him  to  facrifice  every  thing  tp    -/^^g    ' 
the^peace  of  his  empire.     He  was  a  lover -of  learned  mexi^ 

niany  of  whom  flouriflied  in  his  reign,  particularly  Chavt 

Cbangy  Ch'mgy  Shau^  &c.  authors  of  a  new  atheiftical  philo'  ^«  athif* 

fophy,  by  which  they  undertook   to  explain  their  anrienl^  Heal  f^a, 

books,  and  whom  that  monarch  diftinguifbed  by  titles  and. 

honours  both  before  and  after  their  deaths.     One  of  their 

dliciples,  obferving  the  emperpr*s  grief  at  a  time  of  drought, 

and  that  he  endeavoured  to  appeafe  heaven  by  fafting  ,an4 

prayer,  bad  the  boldnefs  to  tell  him,  that  he  tormented  hiui-, 

fclf  in  vain,  for  that  every  th\ng  that  happened  in  the  world 

was  the  mere  effeft  of  chance.     Upon  which  the  prime  nu- 

niAer  fevercly  reproved  him :    "  How  dare  you,   fajd  he, 

•*  teach  fuch  a  doftrine  ?  If  the  en^peror  was  to^  lofc  all  np- 

^*  fpeft  and  fear  of  heaven,  what  crimes  would  he  npt  be  ca- 

**  pable  of  committing  ?"   Thefc  philofopbers  had  fome  ptber 

equally  dangerous  notions,  ail  which  were  learnedly  oppofed  by 

the  great  Sw^ma-qUang  mentioned  in  the  laft  note,  and  who  wa$ 

then  in  tlic  highcft  efteem.  Shin-tfong  reigned  eighteen  years, 

and  died  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  hi^  age,  aud  was  fuc- 

ceeded  by  his  fon. 

VII.  CHE-TS  ONG  being  then  but  tea  year*  old,,  his  graufi-     VII. 
fiiother  governed  with  fii^ijlar  wifdom  during  the  eight  years  ^^^ 
(he  lived ;  and,  when  flie  died,  woujd  haye  obliged  thf  prinjp  ^^^*Ch  " 
snimfter  to  have  difcardcd  feverai  of  *the  young  monarch's     ,^^5 
mfelefs  fervants  an^  flatterers ;  but,  as  ihe  bad  not  done  it  her^ 

fclf,  his  authority  was  not  fufficient  for  it.     He  prefei>te4|  '^^  *^^^^ 
however,  a  memorial  to  him,  in  which  were  the  ten  fpllpw-r  ififtrue*- 
ii^  inftruftions,  ex prefled  in  twenty  cbarafters:  i.Fcar  ^ea-/'**'* 
ven;    2.  Love  your  fubjefts;    3.  Strive  after  perfeftionj 
4.  Apply  yourfelf  to  the  fciences ;    5.   Employ  perfons  of  • 

merit;  6.  Readily  h^r  advice ;  7.  Leflen  the  taxes ;  8.Mi- 
dgate  the  feveriq^  of  punilhments ;  9.  Shun  {MX)fnfenefs ; 

(A)  In  his  reign  flourilhed  ^bove  2000  vplumes,  begioning 

the  celebrated  Ko-iau  and  anna-  with  Whang-ti^  the  ^vaC^inJi 

]Ut  Su-mi-quaagt  wko  is  faidto  mPAareh  (3^}. 
have  compiled  his  hiHory  from 

(3S)  Du  Halde,  fub  Ing'tjong^        , 
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10.  Deleft  debauchery.     Che-tfong  died  in  the  fiffeenth  ycat 
of  his  reign^  and  twenty-fifth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded 
-    by  the  eleventh  fon  of  his  predeceflbr  Shiri'tfong. 
Vlii.         Vlir.  WHE  r-TS  O  NG  was  equally  a  lover  o?  learning  and 
Whey-      pleafure  ;  ind  divided  the  government  with  his  grandmother; 
tfong.       to  avoid  having  too  great  a  (hare  of  bufmefs.     He  loft  the 
4fiirCkr*  cfteem  of  his  fubjefts,  firft,  by  raifing  the  eunuchs  to  greater 
"  •®'*     power  than  they  had  enjoyed  of  late,  and  fome  cf  them  even  to 
fovereignties,  which  were  aftually  granted  only  to  princes  of 
the  blood ;  and,  fccondly,  by  his  fupcrftitious  fondnefs  for 
the  feft  of  7*aM,  whdfe  books  he  caufed  to  be  coUefted ;  and 
^as  even  infatuated  eilOugh  to  give  one  of  his  difciples  the 
title  of  Shang'ti^  or  Supreme  Lord^  and  the  Chinefe  make  no 
fcruple  to  afcribe  all  the  difafters  that  fince  befel  the  empire, 
to  diat  blafphemous  title,  given  in  a  fort  of  cdntempt  (^ 
heaven. 
Wurt  He  joined  forces  with  the  Nyu-che;  6r  edftern  Tartars^ 

mgtdnfi  the  z^gsivaii  the  Lyau-tongianSy  and  obliged  thofe  feW  that  re- 
Lyau-  mained  unfubdued  to  flee  into  the  mountains  in  the  weft ;  by 
tongians.  -^hich  an  end  was  put  to  the  kingdom  of  Lyau-tong^  after  it 
'^'",'  ^had  ftood  290  years.  He  paid  dear  fo?r  his  vifto'ries  :  the 
$M  ktng"  Tartarian  chief,  no  lefs  elated  with  his  fuccefe,  and  rdblving 
'  to  found  an  empire,  and  give  it  the  name  of  Kirii  or  GM,  foon 

ni  Tar-  broke  all  tr<iaties  \vith  him  ;  and,  invading  the  provinces  of 
tart  i«-     Pe-cheli  and  Shen^fty  made  himfelf  mafter  of  them^  more  thro** 
-nuM         the  treachery  of  fome  Chinefe  malcontents^  than  by  force  of 
Pupa*      arms.    Whey-tfongy  in  danger  of  lofins  a  great  part  of  his 
dominions,  made  him  feveral  corifiderable  offers  ;  and,  at  his 
deCre,  went  iii  perfon  to  him,  and  with  him  fettled  the  limitt 
<tf  the  empif  e  by  a  new  treaty  of  peace. 

On  his  return  to  his  capital,  he  was  eafily  perifuadcd  to  alter 
his  mind,  that  treaty  being  fo  fhamefiil  to  him,  that  the  moft 
bloody  war  was  preferable  to  it  \  but  the  Tartnr^ ,  having  in- 
telligence of  it,  refolved  to  keep  him  to  it  by  force  of  arms ; 
and  entered  the  province  of  Shen-fi  in  triumph,  where  he  invited 
Biiferor    the  emperor  to  a  fecond  interidew.    /T^^^j^-f/^w^,  who  dreaded 
/kixeii  and  nothing  fo  much  as  a  war,  Eafily  agreed  to  it ;  and,  upon  his 
€9nfinid,    arrival,  was  feized,  and  ftripped  of  all  his  imperial  oma^ 
Jffij  death,  ments,  and  confined  prifoner. under  a  ftrong  guard.     He  died 
in  the  defart  of  Sha*mOy  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  fifty-fourth  of  his  age,  and  appointed  his  Ton  Kin-ifing 
his  fucceflbr. 
IX.  IX.  KIN'TSONG,  according  to  his  father's  command*, 

tin-         put  fix  of  his  minifters  to  death,  who  had  betrayed  him  to 
tfong.       the  Tartars  \  but  mad^  fo  little  preparation  againft  them, 
AfterChr.  that  they  penetrated  Into  the  province  of  J?l^ntf»,  and,  crofling 
ii«^*  8  the 
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the  Tellow  River  without  oppofition,  where  a  handful  of  meii 
might  have  prevented  them,  marched  direftly  to, the  metrd- 
j>olis,  took  and  plundered  it,  and  carried  away  the  emperor 
and  his  queen  prifoners,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  whilft 
feveral  lords,  preferring  death  to  an  ignominious  flavery,  flew 
themfelves.  The  conquerors  left  behind  the  emprefs  Meng'^ 
who  had  been  divorced,  and  excluded  from  public  affairs, 
and  who,  being  a  princefs  of  great  wifdom  and  conduft,  had 
preferved  the  empire,  by  getting  the  crown  placed  on  the  head 
of  Knw-tjbngy  the  brother  of  the  late  emperor. 

•  X.  KJU'TS  ONG  had  fome  few  futceffes  againft  the  Tar--       X. 
tars^   which  he  might  have' improved  to  advantage;   but     Kau- 
though  he  was  a  loVel:  of  learning,  yet  he  was  too  apt  to  flight    *f<3>ng. 
the  advice  of  his  beft  experienced  minift^rs,  and  confiding  iri  -^^^^CA'*. 
k  few  parafites;  of  no  honouif  or  fldll  in  governing.     He  was,     *  *  *^* 
moreover,  fo  addifted  to  the  bonzaic  feft,  that  he  committed 

the  care  of  the  empire  to  his  adopted  foil,  that  he  might  be 
iiore  at  leifure  to  vacate  at  his  filperftitions. 

In  the  mean  time,  Ho-tfong,  the  Tartar  king,  did  all  ht  tn^adedly 
fcould  to  gain  the  love  of  his  new  fubjefts,  and  fliewed  a  more  *^  Tar- 
than  ordinary  regard  for  learned  men,  vifited  the  fepukhre  ^'^^* 
of  Confucius y  and  paid  him  the  fame  royal  honours  the  Chincfe 
did,  telling  his  courtiers,  that  if  he  did  not  deferve  them  on 
account  of  his  birth,  he  did  on  account  of  his  excellent  do* 
'ftrine.     He  marched  thence  to  the  city  oi  Nan-king^  where  Nan  king 
the  emperor  had  fixed  his  refidence  at  firfl:,  but  ha4  hztVitukm^ 
forced  to  abandon  it,  and  laid  clofe  fiege  to  it.  He  ea0y  made 
lumfelf  mafter  of  it ;  and,  among  other  prifoners,  carried  off  . 

a  general,  named  Tung-pangy  whom  he  ftrove,  by  the  moft 
advantageous  offers,  to  gain  to  his  intereft ;  but  that  faithful 
officer  not  only  refufed  them,  but  wrotej  with  his  blood,  on 
'his  veft,  that  he  chofe  to  die,  rather  than  ferve  barbarians ; 
for  which  he  was  immediately  put  to  death.  Another  Chincfe 
'general  was  then  inarching,  with  all  fpeed,  to  relieve  that 
-capital;*  which  the  Tartars  having  notice  of,  fet  the  palace 
on  fire,  arid  retired  towards  the  nortbj  but  had  their  rear 
ahnoft  cut  off  by  him ;  and  from  that  time  never  dared  to 
crofs  the  Kyang. 

A  FEW  years  after,  Kau-tfong  made  a  (hameful  treaty  with  JJhame^ 
,thcm,  inwhicb  he  did  aotfcruple  to  oWn  himfeif  (Tii/fl,  or f^ip^aee 
^fubjcft,  andAbwj',  or  tributary.     This  peace  was,  however,  ^'^^^  *«''*'* 
broken,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  by  the  Tartar^  '^^^' 

*  who  came  again  into  the  fou  them  provinces,  with  a  formidable 
army,  and  took  the  city  of  Tang-chew ;  but  attempting  to 
crofs  the  Tang-tfe-kyang^  near  the  mouth  of  ity  whei'e  it  is 
widcft  and  pioft  rapid,  nis  army  mutinied,  and  flew  him,  and  Tartar 

with-  kingjlain^ 


withdrew  vith  s^l  fpoe4  towards  the  torth>  iirbere  fererkl  i&t 

furreAions  bcg^n  tp  appear. 
Kaa*  KAU^TSOI^Q  r^4gaed  his  crown  to  his  adopted  fon^  u| 

cfong  tfi-  the  elerenth  yw  of  hi^  «^,  but  lived  about  twcnty-fiTC 
£€^u.      years  longer,  »od  died  widiout  iflue,  in  the  eighty-fourdxyear 

of  his  age. 

XI.  XL  HTAU'TSONC,  defcendcd  from  the  founder  ci  dm 
Hjratt-    dynafty,  reigned  peaceably  twenty-feven  y^ars ;  the  uewTir- 

jt^rL  ^''^  *^*"^  She^tfong  being  of  a  more  pacific  difppfition  than  his 

Afi^rOht.  prcdcceflbr.     In  this  reign  flourilhed  the  great  Chwhi^  oatd 

**^J*    the  Bioft  celebrated  interpreters  of  the  antient  books,  whodH'- 

ch^rged  the  gres^teft  fundlions  in  the  fiate  with  honoim 

HyaU'tfong  died  in  the  fixty-dg^th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 

fucceeded  by  his  third  fon. 

XII.  XIL  ^ANC-TSONG  died  in  a  fit  of  an  apoplexy,  m 
^ang-   the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  and  fifty  fourth  of  his  age,  and  was 

wng'    fucceeded  by  his  third  ton. 

XIII.  XIII.  NINC-rSONG,  a  prince  of  fmall  abilides,  wa% 
Ning-  with  great  difliculty,  pcrfuaded'  to  accept  of  the  crown,  and, 
tf^^E-     when  he  did,  was  wholly  governed,  or  rather  nufguidol,  by 

Jftirflbr,  jjjs  courtiers.    In  his  reign  the  imperial  palace  was  fet  on  fir^ 
"9S«    and  burned  four  days  before  it  could  be  exunguUhed ;  and, 
ibme  years  after,  a  fire  happened  in  the  metropolis,  whi(^ 
was  ff^ng'chew,  which  reduced  530,000  houfes  into  afbes. 

It  was  in  the  twelfth  year  cf  Ntng^fong^^  reign  that  dip 
fam<sd  Jenghi?.  Khan;  head  of  tfie  W^ern  fkrtars^  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  vaft  empire,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Tviof^ 
as  h^th  b^n  fully  related  in  a  former  volume  *.  In  the  meap 
time,  the  f(in,  or  Pqftem  Tartaric  having,  according  to  cii- 
ftom,  broken  the  peace,  invaded  China  mid^ ;  upon  wbic^ 
Iftng'tfong  entered  into  a  Ic^e  with  the  hef  4  of  the  We^eff 
Tart  an  9  ia  order  to  deftroy  a  feithl^is  enemy,  which  was  per* 
petually  difturbing  him.  This  put  the  Eqftem  into  the  utmqfi 
CO^fleroa(iop,  and  pblig^  them  to  fend  hini  Uisw  and  advants^ 
p^  Q^ers  of  j)eace  ^  but  the  emperor,  incenfied  ^t  th^  frequ^ 
breach  of  faith,  and  confiding  inot'e  qn  that  of  the  W^e^ 
l^^eAeil  them  with  fcom  (B).   Ning-tjong  r^^n^  thirty  ye^ 

*  See  before,  vol.  iv.  p.  543.  573.  &  feq, 

(B)  We  are  told,  that  wh^n  ''  To-day  lie  (tlie  Wtfiem  Tar* 

de  Turtar  king  heard  of  his  *'  tar)  wiH  ttke   my   cxo^ 

o&rs  being  fo  kornfMlIy  »-  i*^  from  me,    and    toiaorroir 

jeded  by  the  Chimfe  monarch,  "  yoiiwrs    ffQJ»    yQi? ; "    w^ 

he  faid,  as  fpeakiQg  to  him,  c^nie  tp  pafs  accordiDgly  ^}9}.    ' 

{'^<^)0»ipht,  Msnarcb,  Sinic.^ahXkrw,  /^,  74.    Vide^ Dm  BaUkMtfLfik 
JNing,  mtt  (E). 

and 


» 

^m 


uid  died  m  the  fifty-feventh  of  his  uge,  and  was  fucceeded  by  * 

^'d-tJonSi  another  defcendant  from  the  founder  of  this  dy- 
lafty.    ^ 

XIV.   L/-7'iS(5'iVG^  was  no  warlike  prince,  but  rather  ad-     yiV. - 
lifted  to  learning,  and  to  the  whimfies  of  the  feft  of  Tan ;  Liitfohg. 
wit,  Beverthdefs,  carried  o;i  the  war  againft  thefaithlefs  Tar-  ^fterX^r. 
Ur  with  great  vigour,  in  conjunction  with  his  ndwally.    He  -jJ^^S' 
»pk  from  them  the  city  of  Bo-nan^  where  their  king  kept       ^'^M  , 
HS  court,  and  ne^t  the  capital  of  Shang-tong,  after  a  long  ^^^^^^ 
MkI  bloody  fiege,  in  which  the  Tartars  were  forced  to  feed  6A  TarST 
iumaii  flefh,  their  king  Ngai-ti,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  hanging 
lmi:^eif,  juft  before  its  furrender ;  which  put  an  end  to  the  Th£  ntd.  of 
smpire  of  xh&Eaftem  Tartars y  after  it  had* continued  lij  thai em-^ 
f«arsy  under  nine  princes.  /^<f- 

Nevertheless,  the  fmall  remains  of  that  nation,  which  W^era 
l^as  then  almoft  deftroyed,  gave  rife  to  the  family  which  ^ter-  Taitjirs 
nrards  conquered  the  Chinefig  empire,  and  governs  it  to  thfs  ^^^^^ 
iay^  witii  fo  much  glory,  as  will  be  feen  rn  the  fequel.     All  ^^^^^^i 
this  time  li-tfong  only  held  the  fouthern  provinces  of  China 
lander  his  dominion,  Whilft  the  Weftern  Tartars  had  the  elii- 
]Mre  of  the  north.     Their  king,   called  Kublayy  or  Koplay 
Khdfiy  and  by  the  Chinefe  Ho-pi-lye,  a  lover  of  the  fciences, 
gsaned  the  love  of  his  fubjefts,  by  the  refpeft  he  fhewed  to 
Jtomed  men,  and  the  honours  he  paid  to  the  memory  of  Cow 
fuchis,    -Li'tjhng  reigned  forty  years,  and  died,  without  ifliie, 
JG  the  fixty-fecond  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  lie-    . 
|Aiew. 

■    XV.  TU'TSONG  had  the  iaaisfortune  to  be  encotraged      XV.> 
la  his  debauches  by  a  treacherous  prime  minifter,  no  lefs  vi-  Tu-tfong.^ 
ifious  than  himfelf,  and  fell  into  fuch  pernicious  counfels,  as  ^fievChr. 
proved  fatal  both  to  him  and  the  empire.     Many  of  his  faith-     ^  ^^5- 
Ml  minifters  having  in  vain  tried,  by  frequent  and  preffing  f ^^^^ 
memorials,  to  difengage  him  from  hi?  wicked  Ko-lau ;  and,  p  "      * 
forefeeing  the  dreadful  difafters  that  were  likely  to  fall  on 
•flje  imperial  family,  retired  to  the  Weftern  Tartars y  who  were 
Aen  purfuijjg  their  conquefts  in  the  north,  and  had  already 
fdzed  on  the  provinces  of  Tu-nan,  Se-chiven,  and  Shen-fi, .  and 
ware  entering  into  that  of  Hu-tjuangy  moft  of  the  cities  opening 
Iheir  gates  to  them ;  whilft  Twtfongy  drowned  in  pleafures,  Strtpfe^ef 
Was  gradually  ftripped  of  his  domiiTiions,  without  knowing  mofiofhis 
thy  thing  of  it  (C).     He  reigaed  ten  years,  and  died  in  the  dominions. 

twenty- 

(C)  It  was  about  this  time    ariw^//^«gcntlematt,.cgm2  into 

that  Marco  Paohy  or  Mark  Pauly    tbi*  couotry ,  and  travelled  thro' 

Mod.  Hi«t.  Vau  VilL  G  g  f«me 
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twcnly-fifrfi  of  his  age,  leaving  three  young  children,  irto 

feemed  only  born  to  be  the  fport  of  fortune ;  the  fecoodof 

whom -was  raifed  to  the  throne. 

5tVt         XVI.  KONG'TSONG  being  but  an  infant,  the  cmprefc, 

Kong,    who  governed  for  him,  fcnt  an  ambafly  to  the  Tartars^  to 

tfone.     t>^  a  peace,  upon  any  terms ;  but  recdved  a  moil  haugjitj 

Afitr  Cbr.  rctufiil.     The  Tartar  general,  at  the  head  of  20o,oco  men, 

.    **7S-     ^cnt  ftill  on  with  his  conqucfts ;  and  having  feized  the  yom^ 

emperor,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  lent  him  to  a  dekt 

bf  Tartary,  called  Co-hi,  and  by  the  Chinefe  Sba-mOj  whcK 

he  died. 

XVir.        XVII.  rWANG-rsONG,  his  elder  brother,   was  not 

Twang-  placed  on  the  throne ;  but  the  Tartar  advanced  ag^nft  \m 

tfonr         -         ' 


defigning  to  retire  into^the  province 
Fo'kyen.    But  being  clofely  purfued  by  th«  Tartars ^  both  bjf 
fca  and  land,  was  forced  to  fly  to  the  coafts  of  ^ang-tcngf 
the  moft  fouthern  province  bf  the  empire,  where  he  died  of- 
fome  difeafe,  in^he  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  and  eleventh  d  ', 
his  agc^  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  youngeft  brother  Tt-ptng^ 
the  laft  remains  of  the  family  of  Song. 

XVIII.  '     XVni.  TI'P  ING  was  then  on  board  his  fleet,  which  not 

Ti-ping.  being  able  to  avoid  engaging  that  of  the  Tartars y  a  bloody 

After  Cbr.  ggj^t  enfued,  in  which  the  latter  gained  a  complete  viftoiy, 
'  ^79'     Lo'fyew-fe^  the  prime  minifter,  to  whofe  care  the  young  cm* 

hoards  ^*  peror,  then  eight  years  old,  was  committed,  feeing  his  fli^  < 
furrounded  by  Tartar  veflels,  took  him  up  in  his  arms,  aad 

Drd-wfteJ.  leaped  with  him  into  the  fea.     The  reft  of  the  grandees,  aal^ 
the  diftrafted  emprefs,  followed  his  example.     Nothing  wm 
heard  but  the  moft  difmal  outcries ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  thfi 
tio  lefs  than  100,000  C/nne/e  perifhed  in  this  fight,  either  bj 
the  fword,  6r  by  water,  into  which  the  greater  part  thrcv 

€tu   f  J     themfelves,  in  defpair. 

ai  OrLhe     ^**^^  dreadful  citaftrophe  happened  near  an  ifland  depend* 

^efhis        ^"8  on  the  city  oi  ^ang-chew-fu,  or  Canton,  capital  of  tie 

iiet ;         province  of  ^lang-tong. 

Mndindof     Thus  ended  the  dynafty  of  Song^  and  with  it  theCMnefi 
'  that  dy-     dominion }  fot  Shi-ifu  (before  called  Ho-pi-lye  by  the  Chinefi, 

nafty.    •     and  Kublay  Khdit  by  the  Tartars)^  who  was  the  fourth  fonof 
Tay-tfu  (or  Jertghiz  Khin,  who  founded  the  empire  of  the 

fome  of  the  fineft  provinces  of    at  the  begimiiAg  of  this  ch^ 
it,  and  pttbliflicd  that  defcrip-     tfcr  (40). 
tion  <>f  which  we  have  fpoken 

(40)  ^9  btfiri,  f.  %^  ^  (F),    Stt  aifi  tht  wtxi  notti 

iVefim 
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Wejierh  Tartars }y  tobk  pofTcflion  of  his  new  cdriqiiiBfts,  and 
was  the  firft  emperor  bf  this  new  dynafty  f. 

^be  Twentieth  Dynafty ^   called  Ywcn,    confifting  oftnuintUth 
Nine  Ennperors^  witbin  the  Space  of  Eigbty-hine  ^>4/?y- 
Tears. 

I.    VHI-TSU,  foiinder  of  thiS  dynafty;  though  a  Tattar,        I. 

^  and  the  firft  foreign  prince  that  ever  reigned  over  the  Shi-tfu. 
€6ine/t  n^ition,  yet  found  a  moftefieftual  Way  of  reconciling  4ft^Ch^* 
them  to  his  government,  and  even  of  endearing  himfelf  to  t^-'j 
them,  by  keeping  as  ciofe  as  poffiBle  to  their  antient  laws  and  ^^^^  ^*^'  * 
Cuftoms,  by  his  equity  atid  juftice,  by  his  love  and  regard  to  Jl^^^f^ 
learned  med;  and  fatherly  t^ttdemefs  to  ill  his  hew  fubjefts  j  ? 

infomuch,  that  the  reign  of  this  family  is,  to  this  day,  ftyled 
by  the  Chinefe^  the  nvife  gtvermnent.  He  even  Caufed  a  de- 
blaration  to  be  publiflied,  that  all  perfons  fhould  continue  ill 
the  fame  pofts  and  dignities  which  they  enjoyed  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign;  though  many  of  the  ClJ/w^  nobles  rcfufedhisi 
bffer,  and  preferred  a  voluntary  death  to  an  honourable  fer* 
yitude. 

In  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  he  formed  a  defign  of  in-  Fatal  at*] 
Vading  of  the  Japan  iflands  with  106,000  men  5  put  mi{^  temft  m 
carried  in  it,  they  being  all  (hipwreck'ed,  except  four  or  five  Japan* 
perfons,  who  brought  him  the  melancholy  news  of  it.     He 
caufed,  in  the  fame  year,  all  the  books  of  the  impious  feft  of 
Tau  to  be  burned  ;  and  ordered,  that  there  fhould  be  but  Or<^#  ad' 
one  calendar  through  the  whole  empire,   which  flioulH  be  uni<verfat 
compiled  at  court,  and  publiflied  every  year ;  and  forbid  all  calendar. 
private  perfons  to  attfempt  the  like,  under  pain  of  death. 
Four  yeairs  after,  hi?  only  fon^  whom  he  had  named  his  fuc- 
eeflbr,  died ;  and,  though  he  left  children  behind,  yet  was 
the  emperor'inconfolablie  for  hid  lofs. 

At  his  fii-ft  acceffion  td  the  Chinefe  crown,  he  had  fixed  his 
court  at  Tay-y-wen-fu,  the  capital  of  Shen-Ji,  but  thought  fit 
Jrfterwards  to  remove  it  to  Pe-king  (D) ;  and,  being  informed 

tiiat 
\  Stt  before^  vol;  iv*  p.  5x5,  &  feq»  &  alib.  palT. 

(D)  This  metropolis  is,  by  But  the  above-mentioned  cty- 

idarco  Paolp^    called   Kambalu^  mdn  df  Ham  and  paW,  is  jii(Uy 

in  ftead  of  Ham-paluy  which j  queftioiied ;  for  not  Hantf  but 

ifrc  arc  told,   fignifiesj  in  the  Hafiy  or  rsither  Khan^  fignifies 

Tartaric   tongue,    the  feal   of  a  king^  in  theil^0»^0/language| 

the  king  or  emperor;    which  which   is   briginally  the  fame 

9piilake  is  inconiiderable  in  a  with  the  Turki/h ;  and  poITibljr 

firan{;er,   if  it  be  really  one.  palu  may  be  another  midak^ 

G  g  a  foi'         * 
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that  the  barks  ^hkh  brought  to  coort  the  tribute  rf  th» 
fouthern  provinces,  or  carried  on  the  trade  of  the  erapkc^ 
were  obliged  to  come  by  fca,  and  often  fuffercd  fhtpHTcd, 
CMyfit  the  he  caufed  the  famed  great  caaal  to  be.«iacle,  whlck  b  at  pt*. 
^reat  ca-   fcnt  ooc  of  the  wonders  of  the  Chinefe  empire,   it  beii^  300 
nmltohi    leagues  in  length,  and  forming  a  grcar  road  of  water,  by 
•^''        which  above  9000  imperial  barks  tranfport,  with  eafe,  and 
at  fmall  expence,  the  tribute  of  grain,  rice,  filks,   6^.  wUdf 
is  annually  paid  to  the  court. (E)/    He  reigned  fifteeo  yors, 
Mis  death,  and  died  in  the  eightieth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Us 
grandfon.  .     ' 

U.  II.  CfklNG-TSONG,  a  mild  and  wife  prince,   mitigatt*  ; 

CWng-    tlic  feverity  of  the  Chinefe  puoifhments,  leflened  the  tasecs, 
VA  °^i    with  which  feveral  petty  princes  had  b^n  to  burden  Ai 
JfterCbr,  p^pj^ .  lJ^t  ]^^  j^^j  £tatc  of  health  would  not  permit  himl» 
^  *     apply  fo  clofely  to  the  affairs  of  the  empire,  as  he  was  incliiKii 
to.    He  reigned  thirteen  years,  anddiedin  theforty-feoondor 
his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew. 
in.  in.  VU'TSONG  was  no  lefsr  admired  for  his  imkinds^ 

^u-tfong.  ggjj^i-Q^ty,  and  regard  to  learned  men,  and,  in  particular^ 
After  Chr.'^^  the  grcai  Confucius.     Being  informed,  that  gold,  filvcr, 
^^^^^     grain,  filk,  and  other  commodities,  were  exported  iato  other 
countries,  he  forbade  it,  under  the  fevereft  penalties.    Hi 
reigned  but  four  years,  and  died  in  the  thirty-firfk  of  hisaget 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother. 
.  IV.  IV.  JIN'TSONG  was  ftili  mwre  remarkable  for  kb 

J^"'^'?JJ8-  princely  virtues,  and  great  penetration  and  application  to  tlft 
^erLbr.  byfljjgfs  ^f  fl^te.  He  punifhed  with  reluctance,  aad  rewarded 
'3*3'  y^[^  lingular  gcnd*ofity.  He  forbade  the  petty  princes  t& 
hunt  from  the  fifth  to  the  tenth  month  of  the  year,  for  fear 
of  damaging  thfe  produft  of  the  earth.  He  fet  an  extraoidi*  ^ 
nary  value  on  great  men,  and  had  them  near  his  perfon ;  al- 
leging, that  if  he  could  but  make  his  people  happy  and  /r»». 
fperou$^  by  their  advice y  no  riches  or  felicity  could  be  equal  U 

for  halik  or  baluk,   which,  in  his  fondnefs  for  the  fuper^tiost  i 

the  fame  language,  fignifies  a  of  his  lamas  ;    but  fay  nothing  j 

city  (41).  of  his  virtues,  though  it  is  plain,  I 

(E)  A  late  miffionary  (42),  from  what  we  have  faid  of  him  ^ 

who   has   publifhed  a  curious  above,    that  he  deferved  their 

abftraft  of  the  five  firft  Mongol  higheft  encomiums,  on  feveral 

emperors,  from  the  C^V/khi-  accounts,  befides  that  of  the  mo4 

ftory,   tells  us,   that  thofe  hi-  ufeful  and  noble  canal  above* 

ilorians  exaggerate  the  faults  of  mentioned. 
this  great  monarch,  particularly  ' 

(4.1)  $«*  noff  w  bu  Halde,  jub  &ti'tjl^  vo/,  i,  /.  215^  (4.2)    Scufify 

Ciffer,  MatU  ap%  fund,  ibid* 

his. 
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his.  He  w^ed  nm^  years,  and  dkd  in  the  tbirtjMixthlof  his 
age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 

V.  iNG-rsONG  inherited  aU  his  father's  virtues;  but       V, 
was  unfortuoaiely  aflkflinated,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,     Ing- 
and  thirtieth  of  his  age,  as  he  was  entering  his  tent  with  his     '^^"I; 
faithful  Ko^lau^,  by  fomis  wiclced  vDiains,  who  were  confcious  ^fi^^^f^* 
of  feme  enormous  crimes,  and  in  dread  of  a  condign  punifh-  -m^V^j 
neat.     He  was  fucceeded  by  the  eldeft  fon  of  King-byen- 
tfing.     . 

VL  T AY-TING^  upon  his  mounting  the  throne,  not  only      VI. 
put  the  murderers  to  the  itioft  fevcre  deaths,  but  extemrinatcd  Tay-ting. 
their  families.    In  his  reign  happened  fo.ne  very  fevere  cala-  ^fi^^C^* 
mities,  as. earthquakes,  falUng  of  mountains,  overflowing  of  ^  *^*5- 
rivers,  droughts,  conflagrations,  ifc.  during  which,  he  gave  /J^;^^^/*' 
fignal  proofs  of  his  love  for  his  fubjcfts,  by  the  timely  aid  XnW  ^^/V 
he  gave  to  them.      He  forbad  likewife  entrance  into  his^^/g^f 
dominion  to  all  the  bcmzas  or  kmas  of  Tihet^  who  ufed  to 
^ome  ia  fwarms,  and,  going  from  houfe  to  houfe,  were  a 
great  bujrdea  to  the  people. 

He  reigned  five  years,  and  died  in  the  thirty-fixth  of  his 
^,  asid  the  eftates  chofe  his  fecond  fon  to  fucceed  him ;  but 
he  refufing  to  accept  of  the  crown,  which,  he  faid,  belonged 
lo  hi^  eldeft  brother  Ming-tfong^  who  was  then  in  Tartary, 
they  fcnt  for  him  from  thence,  and  proclaimed  him  emptor, 

Vli.  MING^rsONG,  upon  his  acceffion,  gave  a  grand      Vll. 
^atertainnaent  to  the  court;  but,  in  the  midft  of  it,  was  fud- Ming- 
dealy  ftrudc  with  death,  not  without  ftrong  fufpicion  of  his  '|^^^g  ^^^ 
bring  poifoned ;  and  his  brother,  who  hadrefufed  the  crown,      V^ 
waschofen  in  his  ftead. 

VUL  VEN-^rsONG  proved  a  wife^nd  aflable  prince,     VIII. 
open  to  the  wife  oounfels  of  his  minifters ;  but  was  guilty  of     V^^- 
a  wcakoefs'-unbecoming  his  dignity,  his  receiving  the  lama  or  ^!.     I; 
chief  bonza  of  Tibet  into  his  palace,  and  fuiFering  his  nobles  Af^^^^*'^* 
Jto  pay  him  their  honours,   on  their  knees,   and  prefcnting  ^^^J/y^*^ 
him  with  wine,  whilft  the  haughty  prieft  received  them,  with*  ^^^  iama$. 
put  making  the  leaft  return  (F).  ©/"Tar- 

He  tary. 

r 

(F)  The  proud  lama  did,  it  •*  mailer  of  the  benzas ;    but 

feems,  receive  all  thefe  honours,  **  you  don't  know,    perhaps, 

1^'ithout  ftirring  off  his   feat;  /<  that  I  am  a  difciple  of  Con- 

which  infpired  one  of  the  nobles  "  /ucius,  and  one  of  the  chief 

with*fuch  difdain,  that  he  ad-  "  among  the   littcrati   of  the 

^ireffed  him  in  a  quite  different  "  empire ;  and  it  is  fit  I  ftiould 

manner :    **  Honeft  man,  faid  "  acquaint  you  with  it,    and 

**  he  to  him,  I  know  that  you  **  and  advifc  you  to  lay  afide 

?*  Ai'c  the  difciple  ©f  Fo,  and  *'  all  this  ceremony.  *'    I'hia 

G  g  3  faying. 
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Hb  rdgned  but  three  years,  and  died  in  the  twenty-nindi 
•of  his  age,  and  was  fuccceded  by  Ning-tfongj  the  fon  4 
Ming'tfongp  the  feventh  monarch  of  this  dynafty ;  but  ^  he 
rdgned  but  two  months,  he  is  not  reckoned  among  theotha 
emperors.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  elder  brother  Shm-^ 
who  was  fetched  from  the  province  of  Shen-Ji^  and  placed  am 
the  throne. 

;    IX.  IX.  SHUN-'TI  was  the  Uft  of  this  Tartar  race  diat 

Shan-ti.  reigned  in  China.     Thofe  princes,  enervated  by  the  jdeafurei 
jtfiit  Chr,  oF  that  fine  and  fruitful  cotmtry,  eafily  degenerating  from  At 
'  '333-     valour  of  their  anceftors;  whilft  the  Chine/e^  growing  ga-l 
Digine^     dually  brave  and  warlike  by  their  fubjeftioii,  deprived  thee 
rmtgs^        of  their  conqueft,  and  drove  them  clear  out  of  their  cmi«*. 
Stufi'ti,  though  otherwife  a  prince  of  great  parts,  was  luM 
into  a  downright  indolence  and  effeminacy,  hf  hb  ^ftvosaie 
Ko-lau ;  and,  to  complete  his  misfortunes,  fent  for  the  hois 
of  Tartaryy  who.quickly  filled  his  pakce  with  female  fingos 
and  dancers,  and  introduced  idolatry  and  magic,  togedier 
with  lewdnefs  and  debauchery,   which  quite  bereav&i  th^ 
young  prince  of  the  little  valour  that  was  left. 
Chft  beads     In  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  a  Chinefe^  named  CM, 
the  re*       who  had  been  a  fervant  in  a  monaftery  of  bonzas,  going  over 
*volters      to  a  numerous  company  of  revolters,  became  their  chief,  and 
againft      ^^^j^  ^  furprifing  advantage  of  the  prefent  juncture,  making 
•  •/        himfelf  mafter  of  many  confiderahle  cities,  and  next  of  the 
provinces  ;  and,  in  a  celebrated  battle,  defeated  the  impCi- 
Jf/j^fr^,  rial  army  fent  againft  him.     His  great  fuccefs  foon  drew  vaft 
numbers  of  Chtntfe  into  his  army,  with  which,  having  eroded 
the  Telhw  river  without  oppofition,  he  eafily  fubdued  every 
place  that  came  in  his  way,  and  meeting  at  length'  with  the 
imperial  army,  cut  it  all  in  pi<;ces.     The^mperor  was  foroed 
to  flee  towards  the  north,  where  he  died  *  two  years  after, 
and  end  of  hiving  rcigncd  thirty-five ;  and  with  him  ended  the  Tartar 
/^^•Tai-tar  dynafty  of  Yweiiy   which  was  fucceeded  by  that  of  M«f, 
4jinafly.     founded  by  ChA  above-mentioned,  '^ho,  tipo^his  mountiiig 
the  throne,  took- the  name  of  75iy-(^. 

faying,  he  offered  him  the  cup  >  with  a  fmile,  took  the  cup  from 
landing ;  u^on  which  the  laiAa    him,  and  drank  it  (43), 
thought  fit  to  ftaiid  up,  and, 

'^  '  •  c  ■ 

(43)  Dg  Ha/dej  inVentfing. 
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"The   Twenty-firji  Dym^yj   called  Ming,  ccniainin^ Twenty-  . 
'     Sixteen  Emperors^  within  the  Space  of  Jwo  hundred fi^^fi  i?y- 
''    and  Seventy^fix  Year$.  ^^^      \ 

I.  *jJ^r-7'5C/,  fonncrly  named  trW,  and  ^(ow^-vii,  mounted       I. 

-*     the  throne  with  a  general  applaufe,  and  fixed  his  court  T^y-tfft. 
at  JVan-king',  and,  the  year  following,  made  himfelf  mafter-4^^^^' 
of  Pe-kingy  sifter  one  day's  fiege,  eredling  that  country  into  a     '  3^^« 
^Sovereignty,  which  he  pve  to  his  fourth  fon.    He  likewife 
honoured  his  father,  grandfather,  ifc.  with  the  title  of  «n* 
?  peror ;  and  then  enafted  fome  wholfome  laws,  to  preferve  the  Excellent. 
:  national  trapquility  (G).     His  court  was  foon  crouded  with  gcvern-*  '\ 
•  ambalGidors,  who  came  from  all  parts,  to  congratulate  him,  meni,    *  - 
-particularly  from  Ja^an,  Korea,  Formo/a,  the  P/nlippiney  and 
lother  fouthern  iflands.    But  the  joy  that  reigned  at  his  palace 
;  ^nras  foon  after  allayed  by  the  death  of  his  emprefs,  to  whofe 
,  ^Hrife  connfcls,  he  laid,  he  owed  the  crown.    He  was  a  prince  piety^ 
of  gr^t  wifdom  and  penetration ;  and  his  piety  was  no  le($ 
con^tcuous  in  time  of  drought,  when,  they  tell  you,  he  hath 
;  gone  and  ftaid  three  whole  days  upon  a  high  mountain,  and 
i>y  his  prayers  hath  obtained  plenty  of  rain.    He  had  taken 
likewife  fpecial  care  to  breed  up  his  fon  in  fuch  excellent 
Vmanner,  that  he  might  prove  a  father  to  his^peopl^;  but  the  Gtitffo^. 
tinexpe^ted  death  of  that  promiflng  young  prince  did  fo  oTer-  bis/on^ 
vifhfXm  him  with  grief,  that  he  mourned  for  him  three  whole 
'years,  contrary  to  his  pwn  law.    He  reigned  thirty rOne  years, 
and.difed  in  the  feventyrfirft  of  his  age,  and?  was  JTucceeded  by  Death.. 
his  grandfon,  then  but  thirteen  years  old. 

II.  KrEN-VEN'TIgvrt  early  marks  of  an  ©ccdlent  dif-       H; 
,  'pofition,  by  remitting  one  third  of  the  t^es,  and  other  po-    Kye'n- 
pukr  afts  ;   but  his  uncles,  ill  brooking  the  preference  that    ven^ti. 

After  Cbr, 
(G)  Among  which,  the  foU    zeiTes,  nor  men  to  tarn  bonzas,     I399r 
lowing  'ones  were  ttp  mod  im-    before  the  age  of  forty  years; 
portant ;  *viZ'  4.  That  the  antient  and  mo- 

I .  That  thofe  who  poflcflcd  dern  laws  fhould  be  r^^uced 
fbvereignties,-fhoald  not  extend  into  one  body,  of  300  volumes, 
their  power  beyond  their, own  It  was,  we  are  told,  a  whole 
territories,  nor  meddle  with  century  before  that  work  ap- 
jpablic  affairs.  peared! 

♦  J.  TJiat  the  eunuchs  (hoald  5.  That  the  twenty .fcveii 
be  excluded  from  all  employ-  months  pf  mourning  for  the 
inents,  civil  and  military.  death  of  a  parent  mould  be    * 

3.  That  the  women  ihould  reduced  to  twenty- feyen  days 
not  be  fuffercd  to  turn  bpn-    (44). 

(44)  X)»  HaJde,  /«^  raytfS^ 

(3  g  4  *a« 


was  given  to  him,  which  was  afcribed  to  the  intrigues  of  the 
fCt^'hu  of  the  jate  Cff^p^ror,  foqp  ndfed  great  difturbances  la 
Inva^fd     the  eoy^f  •    T^^g'kt  ta  W^^^feM'J  w£o  \^  b^e^  raift4  to 
*X  Young-  the  fovereignty  of  Pe-king^  took  up  arms  uaiuft  him,  asd  a 
lo.  bloody  battle  was  fought  between  him  and  thfe  Imperial  army ; 

which  was  foon  followed  with  new  ^{ers  otf  peace  on  the 
court  fide :  byt  Twrfg-h  refu&d  to  hearken  U>  any,  uid^s  die 
coaperor's  miniftcrs  were  delivo^ed  up  to  him.   This  not  bring 
^     *    grafted,  he  marched  diro^ly  to  the  impenal  city,  wheit, 
(he  gates  being  opened  to  him  by  a  traitor,  he  committed  a 
moft  horrid  flai^^bter,  $n4  reduced  the  imperial  palace  to  , 
Burmd  Im  afhes.    The  body  of  the  yowng  monarch  being  brought,  haif 
iis  (nvn     poitfuflaed  by  the  flames,  to  the  conqueror,  drew  a  ftxxi  of 
falace.       ^^^  f^ qj^  him .  ^j  he  Ordered  him  to  be  interred  with  aB 
^  th?  pomp  due  to  his  rank.     But  this  did  not  alby  his  refcot- 
Qient  a|^i(kft  his  minifbers,  many  -of  whom  he  put  to  ms& 
cruel  deatJtis ;  whilft  others  chofe  to  kiU  themfelves,  or  to 
-^fcape  his  fury  in  the  habit  of  bonzas;     Thus  periflied  tb»X 
young  monarch,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  rei^,  and  feraa- 
teenth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Toung-Ja^  who  then 
took  the  oaapke  cS  Ching-tfuy  apd  feized  on  the  crawn- 
ni»  HI.   CHING-TSU'  was  a  generous  and  magnaBimcm 

^^Z'    prince,  biiit  much  dreaded,  on  account  of  the  caruelties  wkh 
^j^°*    '  whkh  he  began  his  reign.    He  .obliged  a  great  Bumber  of 
'^[^.    '  booza$,  who  had  taken  the  habit  before  they  were  forty  ycais 
old,  to  quit  their  convents;   and  ordered  all  the  l>ookfi  of 
cibemiftry,  which  treated  of  the  immortaiizing  liquor,  to  be 
burnt,  in  the  fci^nth  year  of  his  reign,  he  removed  his  court 
from  Nan-king  to  Pe-kingj  leaving  his  fcn  in  the  fbrmer,  with 
-lite  fame  mmiber^sf  courts  and  mmiAers-  as  were  ieflablMhed 
•     4ftithe  Iftt^:.     He  encouraged  learned  men,  and  canfed  ibax 
f     »phiIo<0(^(al  works  to  be  publiihed,  expolitory  o£  llie  antieiit 
claflical  books.  When  fome  fine  precious  flones  were  brought 
to  him  Ifora  a  mine  lately  difcovered,  he  ordered  it  to  be  flint 
jit  exeii-   up ;  -  alleging,  it  oniy  fatigued  his  peopk  with  ufehfs  toil; 
lent  fuy^     Tvhereas  tbofe  Jlones,  however  valued,  could  neither  feed  nor 
«*?•  doath  them  in  times  of  fear  city.     H^  reigned  twenty-three 

years,  aivl  died  in  the  iixty-third  of  his  age,  and  was  foe- 
ceeded  .i)y  bis  fon. 
IV.  IV.  J I  N'T  SONG  gftvc  early  inftances  of  his  ten<fcmcfs 

Jin-tfong.  and  libccality,  in  the  fpeedy  rcBef  he  fent  to  the  provin<x  of 
JfterCbr,  shanq-tong-y    then  labouring  under  a  famine  (H).     He  was 
M26.  ^.  ^  like- 

(H)  It  being  reprefented  to  confult  the  tribunafs  about  the 
kim,  by  his  minifters,  that  it  means  of  relieving  fo  mach 
would   be  proper  for   him  to    people,   ke  replied,    '•  When 

**  my 


SteemTife  much  ptq^  to  aftrolpgy  j  and  b^viag  fpc nt  a  ^vhoJ^  Eisfinwge 
IMgtH   in  obfefvii^  tfee  ftars,   jyi4  fouii4  iQme  uacommoa  <^^^^^* 
dmDge    iQ  the  h^t^yeoSf  fent  for  bis  two  tCo-kus,  ^d  to0 
llieiQ,   th^it  his  life  w^s  at  an  end ;  and  g^v^  them  fame  iigqat 
q^arK^of  bis  love  ;md  gratitude  for  their  fidelity  to  him.     His 
icKiy  then  at  Nafi'hingf  was  fent  for  with  all  fp^ed  ;  but  came  * 
too  late  to  rec^iy^  his  lafl  commands^.    He  had  reigned  but 
a  few  months,  ft»d  died  ia  the  forty -tighth  year  of  b}s  age. 
Aijd  this  year  is  r^oned  to  the  reign  of  his  fon,  contrary  to 
the  Chifiefe  cuftom,  which  includes  that  of  the  emperor*s  death 
with  thc^e  of  his  reiga. 

V.   SWEN'T$ONG  was  attacM  by  xhxt  Tartars y  who       V* 
hsA  made  ^n  irruption  into  the  empire  j  but  were  fererely    Swcn- 
repulfed,  and  defeated  by  him.     Some  years  after,  the  king    tf<*ng* 
€if  Ckchin-China^  whom  he  had  nomijiated  to  that  dignity,  Afi^^kr< 
faeii^  flain  by  a  bond  of  rebels,  thefe  imniediafcely  fent  an  am-     *^^7- 
haily  to  crave  pardgp  fqr  it.     Swen'tfang  not  being  then  able  ^n^aded 
to  fead  an  army  ag^nft  them,  without  great  inconveniency^  h  *^^ 
HOt  only  granted  them  pardon,  but  fent  them  home  with  ^^^^^^^ 
{(Hne  titles  of  honour.  About  the  fajjie  time,  the  palace  having  Imperial 
took  fire,  burnt  with  fuch  violence  fcverai  dav?,  that  great /^/^r^ 
'  quantities  of  gold,  fijiver,   copper,   ti%   aad  other  metals^  burnt. 
which  .were  melted  together,  formed  a  nlafs  of  a  mixed  me-  j  ^^.^^ 
tal,  which,  like  that  which  i?  repoirt^d  to  have  happened  at  mixed 
€Qriatby  hath  been  much  efteemed  ever  fincc,  and  bears  a  very  metal  pro- 
^eat  price.  iSw^»-(/fi»f  reigned  ten  years,  and  died  in  the  thirty-  ductd. 
eighth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fqn. 

Vi.  INC^TSONG^  then  but  nine  yeja^^s  old,  and  under      VL 
the  guardianflup  of  the  emprefs  and  court  eunuchs,  began     J^g" 
his  reign  with  rebuilding  the  nine  gates  of  the  imperial  qty ;  ^S    lEv 
and,  in  the  third  year,   forbad  any  honour  to  be  paid  tp^^'"^ 
Cttirfuaus  in  the  id<^  temples.  In  th^  mean  time,  the  Tartar Sy      ^^^' 
taking  the  advantage  of  his  youth,  made  continual  inroads 
into  his  northern  provinces ;  a^iuft  whom  he  marched,  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  at  the  head  of  a  pov^erfiil 
army,  even  beyond  the  great  wall ;  but  his  forces,  weakened  Defeatedy 
by  want  of  provifion,  were  totally  defeated,  and  he  taken  ^*^^«»'- 
prifoner,  and  carried  into  the  furthermoft  part  of  Tartary.  ^i^dpri^ 

fonir^ 

"  my  fabjc£l5   arc  in  diflrefs,  in  more  or  lefs  need  of  relief, 

"  we  ought  to  fly  $o  their  re-  "  With  all  my  heart,  he  faid ; 

"  lief,  with  the  f^me  fpeed  as  **  but  let  them  not  be  too  nice 

"  we  would  to  flop  an  inunda-  **  and  dilatory  in  their  fcrutiny, 

"  tion,  or  extinguiih  a  fire ; "  **  nor  be  afraid  of  exceeding 

and,  upon  their  reminding  him  *•  my  intentions,  by  being  to*^ 

that  a  diflinition  ought  to  be  **  liberal.**. 


made  between  thofe  who  flood 


thcS 


474  Tte  ISfiory  pf  ChixvL  B.I. 

The  court*  ii^  die  greateft  ponfiernadon  at  the^news,  jhcd 
his  fooy  then  but  two  years  old,  on  the  throne,  under  tk 
guardianfhip  of  the  captive  prince's  brother,  who  ibon  ftised 
fiiMiji*     on  the  throne.    In  the  mean  time,  the  emprefs  having  fea^a 
ftwuis  §f  great  quantity  of  gold,  filver,  filks,  6c.  to  ranfbm  the  en- 
Tartarian  peror,  the  Tartar  conducted  him  to  the  frontiers  of  Chins) 
t^/if*      but  there  pretending  that  the  ranfom  was  too  fmall,  and  k- 
ing,  perhaps,  bought  by  the  brother  on  the  throne,  conduced 
him  back,  in  a  few  days,  into  Tartary.   He  reigned  fourteea 
years,  and  was  fuccceded  by  his  brother. 
yil.         VII.  KING^Tl  mounted  the  thrcwc;  but  an  agrccmcflt 
^"S-JJ-  being  foon  after  made  for  the  releafe  of  the  emp^-or,  fomc  of 
^erCbr.  ^^  grandces  went  to  recrive  him  on  the  frontiers.     Here  the 
*4S'*     T'tfrf^r  pretended  a-new,  that  the  retinue  wjis  too  fmallto 
accompany  fo  great  a  monarch ;  and  infifled,  that  a  greater 
number  (hould  come,  and  in  greater  pomp ;  but  the  empen^ 
forbade  it,  and  fent  the  court  word,  that  he  renounced  Hbt 
empire,  and  deilgned  to  end  his  days  in  folitude ;  and,  to 
avoid  all  ceremony,  entered  the  capital 'by  a  private  gate. 
Here  the  two  brothers  having  embraced  each  otii«*,  with  great 
tendemefs,  King*ti^   attended  by  the  whole  court,    accom^ 
pani^d  him  to  the  fouth  palace,  which  he  had  chofen  for  hk 
retirement. 

KING'TI  had,  by  this  time,  refolved  to  declare  his  own 
fon  his  fucceflbr ;  but  tliat  was  oppofed  by  the  prime  mini* 
fter  (I) ;  and  the  young  prince  dying  about  a  year  after,  and 
himfelf  being  foon  after  taken  ill  of  an  incurable  dHeafe,  i5s[g> 
ifong  was  again  brought  out  of  the  fouthern  palace,  and  re- 
afcended  the  throne,  a  year  before  his  brother's  death. 

KING-TIhaA  reigned  feven  years,  and,  upon  his  death, 
the  emperor  was  defu-ed  to  ftigmatize  his  memory,  and  to 
\i2L\t  his  name  erafed  out  of  all  public  records,  as  a  punifii- 

(I)  King'ti  had  defigncd  to  hirtk- A^lj  oi Ing-tfang^  who  was 

declare  his  fon  his  fucceflbr  on  the    lawful    emperor.       Upoa 

his  next  birth-day  j  and,  will-  which  King  ti  fet  afide  all  fui- 

ing  to  try  how  the  prime  mini-  ther  thoughts    ahout  his  own 

fter  would  take  it,  faid  to  him  fpn. 

one  day,  "  The  birth- day  of        As  Ing-tfovg  did  afterwards 

V.  the  prince  my  heir  falls  on  refume  the  empire,  Du  Haldty 

"  thefccondday  ofthe  feventh  an4   others,    have   made  two 

**  moon."     Tq  which  the  ATa-  reigns  of  it,  though  but  one 

lau  replied,   "  Give  me  leave  monarch :    we   have  only  kl- 

"  to  tell  you,  that  it  is  ^he  firft  lowed  the  feries  as  it  happene^, 

V  day  of  the  eleventh  moon."  wi^out  that  needlefs  addition.' 
Plainly  intimating  thereby  the 
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ment  for  his  ufurpation :  but  he  rejected  thr  prqpofal,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  ordo-ing  his  funeral  obfequies  to  be 
perf<n*med  only  as  for  an  emperor's  brother.  After  that,  he 
rdgned  feven  years  longer,  and  died  in  the  thirty-firft  of  his 
age,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  eldeft  fon. 

Vm.  HTEN-TSONG,  who  was  the  fon  of  the  fecond     VIII. 
queen,  owed  the  crown  to  the  emprefs's  barrennefs,  and  proved    ^^^' 
|C  warlike  prince,andfrequendy  defeated  the  plundering  Tartars^  After  Clfr 
who  were  often  making  inroads  iato  his  territories.    The  king     i^f^r   * 
pf  Korea^  about  that  time,  propofed  an  eafier  method  of  pay-  ^ 

\x%  his  homage  to  him,  than  by  fending  an  ambafly  ;  but  he 
mbfolutely  rejefted  it.  He  reigned  twenty-three  years,  and 
died  in  the  forty-firft  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
leldeft  fon  Hong-chi^  who  iince  afliimcd  the  pame  of  Hyau- 
*fong. 

^  IX.  HTAV-rsONG  was  much  addifted  to  the  fuperfti-    J>^t  ' 
tions  of  the  bonzaic  feft ;  yet,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,    *i^*"' 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them,  having  been  the  ring-  a^^%^ 
leader  of  a  rebellion,  and  being  taken  prifoner,  was  executed,     ,^33/* 
without  regard  to  his  funftion.    About  the  fame  time,  a  fa-  j)readful 
mine  raged  through  feveral  of  the  weftern  provinces,  to  fuch  cahwdtin 
a  d^ree,  that  the  parents  were  known  to  eat  their  own  child-  aU  over  ] 
ren ;  '>yhilfl:  as  grievous  a  peflilence,  a  calamity  fcarcely  known  thtent^rim 
m  China,  raged  and  laid  wafte  the  eaftern  ones.     Ttiefe  vrcre 
followed  with  fuch  terrible  earthquakes,  that  many  thoufands 
of  people  were  buried  alive.    The  latter  end  of  this  reign  was 
no  lefs  remarkable  for  the  irruptions  and  depredations  which 
the  Tartars  made  in  the  empire,  and,  at  length,  for  the  death 
of  the  emperor,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign.    He  ws|s 
fucceeded  by  bis  fon  Vu-tfongy  whom  he  had  caufed  to  be  pro- 
claimed his  fucceflbr,  with  great  pomp,  five  years  after  his     * 
coming  to  the  crown. 

X.  VU'TSONG\  a,  wilful  and  debauched  prince,  enjoyed       X- 
but  a  very  uneafy  rdgn ;  the  calamities  of  the  former  ftiU  con-  Vu-tfong« 
tinuing,  and  he  deaf  to  all  advice  that  was  given  him  towards  4fi^^^\ 
arciriedy.     At  length  feveral  provinces,  particularly  th'ofe  ^f  v-^   I 
Shang'tong^  and  tfo-nangy  opprefTed  with  famine  and  ^?^^  ji,^^' 
taxes,  fevoltipd,  in  a  kind  of  defpair,  and,  like  an  irrefiiiible  ^^^ 
torrent,  fpread  dre^d  and  devaftation  where-evcr  they  came ;        * . 
and  if  any  forces  w!ere  fe^it  againfl:  them,  they  only  put  a  flop 
to  the  ^vil  for  the  prefcnt,  to  br^  out  foon  after  with  greater 
fury.  ^ 

In  the  thirteenth  year  of  bis  reigi;!,  he  took  it  into  his  head 

to  march  againft  the  ravapng  Tartars  incognita ;  and  he  yr^, 

,wi^th  great  difficulty,  diverted  from  the  dangerous  projeft,  by 

'• '   '    •     ^    •    '  '  '  one 
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^  i^'vcarditti  one  of  his  Ko'laus  (K).    The  next  year,  he  refolved  to  retire 
Lite   the   foutbern  provinces,   from  which  his  minifters  ^Jl 
joined  to  diiTuade  him  ;  alleging,  that  it  would  be  interpreted 
by  the  Tartars  as  a  /hameful  flight :  and  fo  exafperat^  wa? 
he  at  their  oppofition,  that  he  fufFercd  theoj  to  continue,  oo 
their  knees,  five  whole  days  before  his  palace,  ncAwithiiaad- 
ing  the  badncfs  of  the  weather.     At  length,  a  fuddea  inua- 
dation  which  followed,  and  was  by  him  looked  upon  as  por- 
tending of  fome  evil,  made  him  reU^t,  and  fet  aiide  this  pr»- 
jeft  alk).    He  reigned  fjXteen  years ;  and,  a  little  before  his 
death,    fent  for  the  grandees,    and  appointed  his  emprefs 
guardian  to  his  fecond  fon,  then  thirteen  years  old^  whom  he 
4Htd  death-  appointed  his  fucceflbr,  and  died  in  the  thirty-£^ft  year  of  his 
age. 
.XL  XI.  SHI'TSONG,  or  Ky(i'tfing,  began  his  reign  with 

Shi-tibng.  feveral  public  afts  (L) ;  fuch  as,  repairing  the  great  wall,  re-» 
JfttrChr.  lieving  his  fubjefts  during  the  fcarcity,  and  enaiSing  fomc 
15x2.     ivholfome  laws  ;    but  is  much  blamed  for  his  fondiiefs  for 
poetry,  for  the  fuperiliuons  of  the  bonzas,  and,  in  partku* 
lar,   for  the  immortalizbg  liquor,   which  he  caufed  to  be 
Ilisfuccefs  fought  for  far  and  near.     The  Tartars^  having  invaded  his 
againft  the  territories,  were  totally  defeated,  and  above  200  officers  takea 
Tartars,    prifoners.     The  next  year,  their  king  fent  to  beg  pardon, 
and  to  alk  leave  for  his  fubjefts  to  come  into  China  to  fell 
their  horfes  j  which  was  granted  at  firfl: ;  but,  as  t,hat  com-  ' 
jinerce  was  liice  to  prove  a  contiaual  fource  of  quarrels  be- 
tween the  mandarins  and  the  merchants,  it  was  abfolutely 
ibrlnd  again. 
tf»/Ja-         About  the  thirty-foui*th  year  of  his  vdgvky  the  Japanffe 
panefe.     fhook  oS  their  hor4;;gc  to  him,  and  about  4000  made  a  de- 
fcent  into  the  proviuce  of  Che-kyang ;  but  were  .cither  de-  • 
ftroyed,  or  forced  to  flee  to  their  /hips.     The  next  year, 
-io,ooQ  more  came  on  riic  fame  errand,  and  met  a  worfe  fete,  • 
'  they  bdng  all  cut  off  to  a  man.     This  did  not  prevent  their 

(K)  He  was  fo  provoked  at  (L)  The  famine'and  poverty 
^hcir  opjjofmg  his  mad  projeft,  then  raging,  obliging  many  pa- 
that  he  drew  his  fcymetar  to  rents  to  prollitute  their  daugh- 
"flay  the  firft  that  fp  ke  another  ters,  two  young  maids,  to  avoid 
word  againfl:  it ;  upon  which  the  difgracc,  drowned  them- 
*icme  of  thofe /up./^^ttJ  ftretchin^  felves ;  which,  when  the  em- 
lout  hjs  neck  towards  him,  as  perqr  knew,  he  ere&ed  a  fine 
'  .  If  to  receive  the  blow,  quite  monument  to  their  memory, 
^l^ed  his  pafTion,  and  made  giv,ii>g  them  the  title  ^?^^^/*zv|. 
him  ppen  his  eyes  to  the  «langer  ilkfiriBUi  virgin^* 


e(  his  dcfig*. 
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nuking  frefla  att6ttipt&  in  the  following  years ;  but  ftrQ  with 
the  fame  ill  facceis. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  a  fevere  memorial  His  ill  con- 
was  prefented  to  bitn,  coitiplalning  of  his  ill  condudt  almoft  ^ua  com- 
ill  every  branch  of  his  government,  and  more  particularly  oi  plained 
his  extravagant  fearch  after  the  imnwrtalizing  liquor.  He  had  againftn 
no  fboner  read  it,  than  he  trampled  it  under  his  feet,  in  the 
farft  feUy  of  his  paffion ;  but,  growing  cool  again,  he  took  it 
up,  and,  upon  a  fecond  reading,  (hewed  fome  fignal  tokens 
of  remorfe.     He  did  not  live  long  enough,  however,  to  give 
any  further  proofs  of  it ;  for,  falling  fick  a  few  days  after,  he  Strange 
haiJ  no  fooner  drank  the  pretended  liquor,  than  he  expired,  death. 
in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  Ms  reign,  and  fifty-eighth  of  his  age, 
and  w^s  fucceeded  fcy  his  fon. 

XII.  'MO-rSONG,  alias  Shtn-ffong^  began  his  reign  with     XIL 
^releafittg  fome  of  thofe  whom  his  father  had  too  fcverely  rm-  Mo-tfong. 
prifoned,  and  with  other  afts  of  clemency  ;•  but  could  never  4/^^^^^'"' 
bro^  the  advice  of  his  mihifters,  and  often  degraded  them.    '5  7* 
iat  it.     He  repealed,  in  part,  the  law  which  forbids  the  fub- 
jc&s  haviag  any  employments  in  their  own  natfve  proriaces*, 
by  excluding  out  of  it  inferior  mandarins,  tax-gatherers,  and 
infpeftors  over  literature.     He  fell  £ck  in  the  fixth  year  of 
his  reign  ;  and  putting  his  fon,  then  but  ten  years^old,  under 
the  guardianlhip  of  the  emprefs,  and  of  the  Ko^au  Chang-kytt- 
eking,  declared  him  his  fucceflbr,  and  died  not  long, after. 
That  prince  was  called  Fan-lye,  hti,  upon  his  acceffion  to 
riie  crown,  took  the  mtrm  of  Shin-tfong. 

Xm.  SjfflN'TSONG  fhewed  an  excellent  dirpofition,;ind     XIII. 
■  jfMTudence  much  afcove  his  years,  and  paid  the  utmoft  regard  .  Shin-    , 
to  his  m»fter  Chang-kyu-chingy    and  behaved  with  ^'^^■Z^^^-  }X^^.f'L, 
affiduity,  juftice,.  and  uprightnefs,  in  every  branch  of  his  go-     ,  '      '** 
vernment :  and  every  day,  from  four  in  the  morning,  applied  m^^xceU 
himfelf  to  examine  and  anfwer  the  petitions  that  were  pre- 1^^^  rcigA. 
fented  the  day  before ;  and,  for  ,the  greater  eafe  and  conve- 
niency  of  his  fubjefts,  ordered  a  book  to  be  printed  every    . 
three   months,    containing  the  names,    rank,    degree,    and 
country,  of  every  mandarin  in  the  empire ;  whicK  cuftom  is 
ftill  obferved.     He  married  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign, 
and  immediately  his  wife  was  proclaimed  emprefs.  /■ 

Three  years  after  there  was  fuch  a  dreadful  famine  in  the  Adreadftd 
province  di^Shan-fi,  that  numberlefs  people  died  of  hunger  ;A^'*''' 
infomuch  that  fixfy  great  pits  were  dug  in  different  places, 
each  of  which  held  i  ooo  dead  bodies,  and,  on  that  account, 
were  called  Van-jin-keng.     The  fame  year  w^as  remarkable 
for  a  great  defeat  of  the  Tartars,  of  whom  io,ooo  were  Tartar.^ 
kUled  on  the  fpot ;  but  much  more  for  the  death  of  the  prime  defeated. 
5  miniilcr 


minifta'  Ciang-kyu-^bing,  whom  the  emperor  caii(ed  to  be 
iaterred  with  great  pomp,  and  fingular  marks  of  honour; 
TheTe,  however^  proved  but  of  IKort  duration ;  his  enemies 
laying  fuch  accufations  againft  the  deceafed  about  two  years 
after,  that  both  he  and  his  pofterity  were  deprived  <rf  afl 
their  titles  ;    their  eftates  coiififcated ;  and  his  fon,  dther 
J        jjj^  through  grief  or  fear,  killed  himfelf.    A  grievous  firoft,  wHA 
^^^  ^  '  happened  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  and  had  ccmgealcd, 
the  greateft  rivers,  imlted  again  thtf  plundering  Tartars  into 
Chhia,  who  were  moft  of  them  cut  off.    The  ULmioc,  which 
followed  foon  after,  obliged  that  monarch  often  to  addrds 
himfelf  to  heaven  for  relief,  and  to  contribute  largely  to  the 
afliftance  of  his  fubjefts ;  but  when  it  was  reprefented  to  him, 
that  his  mifconduft,  and  the  avarice  of  the  minifters  of  his 
'    court,  drew  thefe  calamities  down  upon  his  people,  he  not 
only  proved  deaf  to  their  remonfhunces,  but  punifhed  the 
authors  of  them  (M). 
japaAefe        About   the  twenty-firft  year  of  his  reign,  xioR  Japanefe 
Jail  upon    broke  into  the  kingdom  of  Korea^  feized  on  feveral  ddes, 
Korea,      and  put  all  to  fire  and  fword  where-ever  they  came.     Th^ 
king  himfelf  was  obliged  to  flee ;  but,  having  foon  after  ob- 
tained a  feafonabie  fuccour  from  the  emperor,  intirely  routed 
them*     After  this  defeat,  they  fent  an  ambafly  to  the  empe- 
ror, to  beg  his  pardon  for  the  irruption,  and  to  iatreat  hha 
that  he  would  beftow  fome  title  upon  their  chief.  Both  which 
TA*«r^&V  were  granted;  and  the  title  of  Je-pwen-vangy  which  figni- 
pbtcdns  the  fics  king  of  Japan,  was  given  to  him  ;  but  with  exprefs  or- 
/i//f  of      ^jcrs,  that  he  fliould  fend  no,  more  ambaffies  to  China.     By 
^*i'  this  time  the  Nyu-che^  or  eaftern  Tartars,  who  were  become 

formidable,  and  divided  into  feven  dynamics,  after  a  long  and 
bloody  war,  coalefced  into  one,  under  one  prince,  who  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  new  kingdom.  As  to  the  Tan-yu,  ot 
Weftern  Tartars,  they  lived  peaceably  wthin  their  own  terri- 
tories^  without  making  any  further  inroads  into  China. 

(M)  During  thefe  troubles^  a  bribes,  and  preferved  their  pofts 

comet   alfo  appeared  towards  by  the  bafeft  flattery.     For  this 

the  eaft,  which  was  thought  to  he  was  condemned  to  death  hj 

portend   ftill  fotne  greater  dif-  the  exafperated  monarch  ;  but, 

afters    to    the   empire ;    upon  his  fon  coming  to  him,  ^lid  beg- 

which  a  Ko-lau;  named  Song-  ging  he  might  be  permitted  to 

guin,  prefented  a  memorial  to  lay  dowh  his  life  to  fave  his  fa- 

the  emperor,  fetting  forth,  that  ther's,  Shing-tong  relented,  and 

the  figure  of  the  meteor  fore-  changed  his  fentence  into  that 

warned  him  to  rid  his  court  of  of  banifhment. 
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In   the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  the  chief  of  the  Tartars 
tartars^  highly  incenfed  at  the  infolence  with  which  the  inwidt 
G6i/2^.  mandarins  treated  his  merchants  trading  into  Lyau-  China. 
tmgy  and  m^ch  more  at  their-  treacheroufly  feiring  on  their 
prince,  and  cutting  off  his  head,  refolved  now  to  feize  on 
iome  of  the  Chinefe  cities  which  lay  moft  convenient  for 
him ;  and  accordingly  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  king,  named 
Tyen^ming,  entered  the  province  of  Lyau-tong  at  the  head  of 
a  powerful  army,  and  took  the  city  of  Kay^ywen ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  fent  a  letter,  with  his  complaints,  to  the  emperor, 
offering  to  reftore  the  city,  and  lay  down  his  arms,  upon  pro- 
per fatisfaftion  being  made  for  fuch  a  cruel  injury.     The  7btir 
mandarins,  to  whpm  the  emperor  communicated  the  letter,  kin^s  ///- 
flighting  it  fo  far  as  not  to  vouchfafe  an  anfwer  to  it,  fo  exa-  ^'^  ^^  *^^ 
fperated  the  Tartar  prince,  that  he  vowed  to  facrifice  200,000  ^^^^ 
Chinefe  to  the  ghoft  of  his  murdered  father.     He  accordingly^^^*''^' 
marched  with  an  army  of  50,000  men  into  the  province  dF 
Pe-cheli  in   triumph,  with  a  defign  to  attack  the  imperial        *     * 
city ;  but,  htmg  repulfed  by  the  Chinefe  forces,  he  retired 
into  Lyau-t&ngy  where  he  ailumed   the  title  of  emperor  of 
China,     Two  years  after,  having,  by  a  ftratagem,  drawn  the  Succefs 
Chinefe  forces  farther  towards  Tartary,  he  furrounded  them  againfithe 
at  once,  and  made  a  dreadful  flaughter  among  them ;  and  imperial 
thdr  general  was  found  among  the  flain.     On  the  next  year/»'"^^^«- 
the  emperor  oppofed  them  with  a  powerful  army,  and  12,000 
auxiliaries  out  of  Ki»rea  ;  and  a  long  and  obftinate  battle  was 
fought ;  in  which  the  Tartars  being  at  laft  vidtorious,  marched  The  emfe^ 
direftly  towards  Pe-king;  which  threw  the  court  into  fuch  rorde- 
confternation,  tlut  the  emperor  would  have  retired  into  the  fitted. 
fouthern  provinces,  had  not  his  minifters  reprefented  to  him 
how  much  fuch  a  (hameful  flight  would  infpirit  the  enemy, 
and  difhearten  his  fubjefts.     Under  thefe  difafters  the  empe-  Death. 
ror  died,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  fifty- 
eighth  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  ^tang-tfong, 
who,  upon  his  acceffion,  took  the  name  of  Tay-chang. 

XIV.  TAT-CHANG  died  in  a  month  after,  and,  as  is     XIV*  ' 
fuppofed,    through  the  negleft  of  his  phyfician  ;    but  ap- Tay. 
pointed  his  eldeft  fon  Tyen-hi  to  fucceed  him,  who  thereupon  chang. 
took  the  name  of  Hi  tjbng,  1621. 

XV.  HI'TSONGy  though  a  timorous   prince,  and  too     XV. 
much  fwayed  by  his  court-eunuchs,  yet  made  a  vigorous  cy-  Hi-tfong. 
pofition  againft  t\it  Tartars  \  augmented  his  forces,  fent.  for -^-  ^^''•^ 

-frefli  auxiliaries  from  Korea^  and  faw  his  army  reinforced    ^o^** 
from  feveral  quarters ;  particularly  by  an  amazonian  lady,  Great  fre^ 
at  the  head  of  feveral  thoufand  men,  which  (he  had  brougjht  pt^ratioiu 
from  die  province  of  Se'chwen,  where  her  fon  held  a  fmall 

fovereignty. 
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mgmnftihefef^Teigtirf.    Hi  aUS  fitted  mt  4  (lowerfal  fleet,  in  isa 
TariM.    humble  the  enetfiy  both  by  (ea  aad  ladd ;  and,  upon 
^  cftfion,  he  fcnt  to  Mt^kdu  for  fome  Piirtugtufe  engii 

ferve  the  artillery,  to  which  the  Chirufe  were  very  lictie  u| 
but,  before  they  came,  the  Tartan  were  driren  crat 

r>vince  of  Lyau^angy  aad  the  ca|»tal  recovered  from 
much  the  more  eafily,  as  the  lahabitants  detefled  the 
of  Tyen-mingy  and  he  wafi  then  et^;^d  in  another 
Tariary.    He  was,  however,  no  fooner  returned  fh>in 
expedition,  than  he  renewed  the  fM^e  g£  that  city  with 
Vigour;    in  which   the  Chimfe  loft   30,000  men,    and 
20,000,  and  at  laft  carried  it  by  means  of  a  traitor.    As 
as  he  was  mafter  of  it,  he  publiflbed  an  edift, 
all  the  Ghlnefey  under  pain  of  death,  to  (have  their 
^      after  the  Tartar  fafhion ;  ©pon  which  fev^ral  tbois<ands 
Strange      them  chofe  rather  to  lofe  thek  heads  than  their  hair.     In 
firmnefs  ^mean  time  one  of  the  aWeft  Chinefe  generals,  oiamed  iM 
tbi  Chi-    ^en-hngy  being  fent  with  frefli  troops  agalnft  tlie  Tartars^  ft 
ncfc         ftrongly  fortified  the  citadel  of  Shang-hay^  that  he  made  it 
impregnable,  and,  by  that  means,  fiiut  jip  the  entrance  intti 
China  from  Tartary. 

The  third  year  rf  Ni-f/bng^s  reign  was  dreadfnlly  diflurbed 
by  crouds  of  robbers  and  feditious  people,  whofe  number  and 
rapines  daily  increafed  ;  and  the  next  year  was  remarkable  for 
the  Chriftian  monument  dug  out  near  the  capital  of  Shenr^ 
I-tfongV  arid  mentioned  in  a  former  feftion  * ;  as  alfo  for  the  death  of 
deaths  the  emperor,  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  and  thir^ 
fecond  of  his  age ;  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Tfimg^ 
chingy  ox  ZuTt'chin,  (met  oHHLtA  Whay-ifing^  the  fifth  fonof^ 
^tang'tfong. 

In  the  fame  year  died  Tyen-mtng^  the  king  of  the  Tartars  \ 
k  prince,  JWho,  according  to  the  Chinefe  account,  was  diftin^ 
gnifhed  chiefly  for  his  fiercenefs ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  hit 
ion  Tyen-tfongy  who  proved  the  reverfe  of  his  father,  and  t 
'  prince  of  great  clemency,  meeknefs,  and-goodnefs. 
XVI.  XVI.  WHAT'TSONG,  the  laft  emperor  of  the  Cimufe 

Whay-      race,  and  more  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Zun-chir^. 
tfong.        was  a  great  lover  of  fciences,  and  a  favourer  of  the  Chriftians, 
Aft.  Chr,  though  he  continiied  ftill  bigotted  to  the  bonzaic  fuperlti- 
j6a8.     tions.     He  had  moft  of  the  prhicely  qualities  that  could  len- 
der him  capable  of  governing  ;  was  an  enemy  to  luxury,  .  i^A 
to  the  court-eunuchs,  aad  took  the  moft  effeftual  way  to  .v- 

»  See  before,  p.  77,  &  (L), 


Ibbve  them  (N),  even  from  the  Very  begjaning  of  lus  reSgn* 
X^  thie  mean  time  the  revolters  multiplying  in  the  provinces^ 
^tolft  his  forces  were  "engaged  kgainft  the  Tartars,  hercfo^ved 
ti>  make  peace  with  the  ktter, .  that  he  nught  the  more  effe^- 
^Jbally  fupprcfs  the  former ;  an3,  to  that  end,  feat  one  of  his 
^H^erais,  named  twen,  Jnto  Tartary,  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
^*ftth  Full  power  to  negotiate  a  peace ;  .but  that  traitor  made  Setrafid 
diiG  on  fiidi  fhameful  terms,  that  the  emperor  rciafed  to  ra,-  h  ^y  x#- 
tfiPjr  it;  upon  which  he  took  the  folldwing  method  to  oblige  '^^^ 
liim  to  it:  , 

MAU-V E N'LO NGy  the  faithful  and  ekpert  general  men- 
tSohecl  under  the  laft  relgu,  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  an'* 
ip^ial  forces ;   and  him  the  villain  invited  to  a  feaft,  and  Mau-veai 
jmfdned  5  ^d  then  fent  word  to  the  Tartars  to  march  direftly  long  /»i. 
tb  P'e'king  by  a  different  road  from  that  which  he  took  with  hia  Z'**^ 
aui^y  ;'  which  they  did  :(vithout  meeting  with  anj  oppaQtioUj^ 
and  laid  fiege  to  that  capital.    Twen  was  thereupon  ordered  to 
jiiijrch  to  its  relief;  which  he  did,  not  fufpefting  that  fai$ 
p&fidy  was  found  out ;  and,  upon  his  arrival,  was  put  to  the 
tCJorture,  and  then  ftrangled ;  which  the  Tartars  no  fooner  Ywcn 
knew,  than  they  raifed  the  fiege,  and  returned  into  Lya»- A**i^'* 
Akg,  loaden  with  the  riche|l  plunder. 

;  In  the  eighth  year  of  Whq^-tfong\  reign  died  Ty^-tjong,  '^X^^* 
King  of  Tiirt(^ryy   and  was  ifuccecded  by  his  fon  Tfcng'te,  j^^^ 
fyiXh&r  of  the  founder  of  the  following  aytiafty,  and  a  mild  ^^^' 
aVid  af&bl^  prince,  who  had  been  privately  brought  up  from  His/ox 
Bis  infancy  among  the  Chine/e,  and  was  a  perfeft  matter  oif  Brought  up 
i^ir  language  and  learning,  as  well  as  of  thdr  gei^us  and  among  tbt 
Quflonis  ;  all  which  ^ned  him  the  love  and  eftecm  of  the  Chincfc, , 
Chihefe  gehcrals  and  mandarins,  who  infenfibly  fell  off  from  7he  emfe^ 
the  emperor, ^wh'ole  ill  fuccefs  had  quite  altered  his  temper,  ror^^z 
md  rendered  him  thoughtful,   uneafy,  diffident,  and  cruel. ''^^'•^* 
Tnis  and  the  fdllovving  year  proving  a  feries  of  robberies^ 

(N)  He  at  Hrft  forbad  all  his  Wealth,    and    infolencej;    but, 

ih&ndaHhs  tb  HiaVe  aity  coiiver-  upon  this  emperor^s  mounting 

Ikcioii  wi^  thei^i ;    and    fbon  the  throne,  whom  he  knew  to  be 

afee'r  e^Ve  tbem  leave  to  go  and  an  enemy  to  the  whole  tribe^ 

viifit  their  native  country  for  k  difpatched  himfelf  by  poifon,  to 

month;  ind   money  to  defray  avoid  a  more  fevere  puniihmenti 

their  journey,  and  afterwards  upon  which  his  immenfe  richeH 

Cent  them  aa  expreh  prohibition  were  cbnfifcated,  his  body  tortt 

to  return.  ,  in  pieces  by  the  populace,  and 

^  There  was^one  among  them,  the   temples    and   mondment^  ' 

tianied(ji^^.//^;^»who  had  raifed  which  his  flatterers  had  reared 

himfelf  in  the  former  reigns  to  to  his  honour,  levelled  with  thp 

^    faij^ft  pitbk    of   pbwer,  grauiid. 

MbD.  HxsT.  Vol.  Villi  H  h  murders. 
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Renfoiters  murdcrs,  .and  intcftine  wars,  the  rcvolters  grewr  to  fach  a 
rvery-       Height,  that  they  compofed  no  Icfs  than  four  ^Armies,  com- 
nvbirg.      manded  by  as  many  generals,  who  were  however  redoced 
foon  after  to  two,  named  Li  and  Chang.     Thefe  agreed,  to 
divide  the  provinces  between  them  :  Change  taking  the  weflcni 
ones  of  Se-chwen  and  Hu-quang^  left  U  to  feize  on  part  of 
Kau-fong  Sheri'Jt^  and  then  of  Ho^an,  whofe  capital,  named  Kay-fongy 
befieged  fy  he  laid  fiege  to,  but  was  rcpulfed  with  lofs.     He  renewed  it 
^^'  fix  months  after,  with  no  better  fuccefs ;  the  befieged  chufiog 

to  feed  on  human  flcfti,  rather  than  furrender  to  a  rebel. 
The  imperial  forces  coming  foon  after  to  its,  afEflance,  their 
general  made  no  doubt  of^drowning  the  whole  rebel  army,. 
Drowned  by  breaking  down  the  dikes  of  the  Yelloiv  River  ;  but,  by  ill. 
fyacadint.  fortune,  they  had  time  to  efcape  to  the  mountains ;  whilft  the 
dty,  which  lay  lower  than  the  river,  was  quite  overflowed, 
by  which  unforefeen  accident  about  300,000  of  its  inhabit- 
ants perifhcd. 

Af  TER  this  difafler  If  marched  into  the  provinces  ofShen-Ji 
indHo-nany  where  he  put  to  death  all  the  mandarins,  ex- 
afted  great  fums  from  the  officers  in  place,  anid  fhewed  no 
flavour  to  any  but  to  the  populace,  whom  he  freed  from  all 
'    *  taxes  :  by  this  means  he  drew  fo  many  of  the  imperial  army 

Li  ajfumes  into  his  interefl,  that  he  thought  himfelf  powerful  enough  to 
tbi  impe-    aflume  the  title  of  emperor.     He  next  advanced  towards  Ac 
rial  UtU,  imperial  city,  which,  though  flrongly  gafrifoned,  was  divided 
into  faftions  ;  and  into  which  he  had  found  means  to  convey 
si  fuffident  number  of  his  own  men  in  diJguife,  who  were  to 
open  the  gates  to  him  fobrt  after  his  firfl  appearance.     They 
Enters       did  fo  accordingly  on  the  third  day,  ajid  he  entered  the  dty  in 
Peeking,    triumph,  at  the  head  of  360,000  men ;  whilfl  the  infatuated 
emperor  kept  himfelf  fhut  up  in  his  palace,  ignprant  of  what 
■  *  ,        was  done  without  it,  and  only  bufying  himfdf  with  his  b<Mi- 
2aic  fuperftitions.     It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  found 
kimfelf  betrayed ;  and,  under  the.greatefl:  conflernation,  made 
an  effort  to  get  out  of  the  palace,  with  about  600  of  his 
guards. '  He  was  ftiii  more  fur^rifed  to  fee  himfeliF  treache- 
roufly  abandoned  by  them,  and  deprived  of,  all  hopes  of 
efcaping  the  fury  and  infults  of  his  rebel  fubjefts.;  fb  that, 
preferring  death  to  the  difgi-aqe  of  falling  alive  into  thdr 
hands,  he  forthwith  retired  wrth  his  beloved  emprefs  **  {Du 
fllalde  fays,  only  the  young  princefs  his  daughter)  into  a  pri- 
vate and  diftaat  part  of  the  garden,  or,  according  to  PalefoXy 
into  a  fmali  wood,  without  being  able  to  utter  a  word  to 
her,  fuch  was  the  excefs  of  his  grief.     That  princefs,'  how- 

^  Vide  Du  Halde,  vol.  i.  p.  i66,  &  feq.&PALAFOX,fup;  dtat. 
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ever,  too  \»cll  apprehended  his  meaning ;  aiid,  after  a  few* 
tender,  but  fiknt  embraces,  retired  into  the  wood,  and  ther^ 
hanged  herfelf  in  a  filken  ftring.     The  emperor,  pierced  td 
the  heart  at  the  doleful  fight,  ftaid  only  to  write  thefe  words 
on^thislbofder  of  his  veft  t  I  have  been  hafely  deferted  by  my 
JuijeSs  ;  do  what  you  will  with  me,  hut  /pare  my  people  \ 
yfiich  bdng  done,  he  cut  off  the  young  princefs's  head  with  ^-^^  '«#^- 
oneffrokc  of  his  fcymetar,  and  hanged  himfelf  pn  anothef^^f^^^^^ 
treiB,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  and  thifty-fixth  oi^^^fiV-  ' 
Us  age  (O).     His  prime  minifter,  queens,  and  faithful  eu-TX^;^;. . 
nachs,  loon  followed  his  example,  and  killed  themfelVes^;Wtf)^Av^i&/ 
and  with  his  life  ended  the  CAin^  monarchy,  to  give  place;£/^/'>/«- 
to  that  of  the  Tartars^  vrho  have  reigned  over  the  whole:^'^* . 
empire  ever  fince  with  an  abfolute  fway.   , 

It  was  not  till  after  fome  time,  and  with  great  difficulty,  '  '  '-[ 
thatlribe  body  of  the  unfortunate  Whay-tfong  was  found,  which, \H/i&/^  ' 
wheii;farought,r  and  laid  before  the  rebel  Li^  as  he  fat  upon  />j/ifW,    ^ 

the  dubne,  the  inhuman  wfe^ch  ufed  with  the  utmoft  indig- 

nity^f  after  which  he  caused  two  of  his  fons,  and  all  his  mi- andhisfons 
mfters,  to  be  beheaded  ;  only  his  eldeft  fpji  happUy  efcaped  »»«r^^/^ 
by  ffight .     It  is  fcarcely  credible  how  fpon  every  one  fub;  h  i^«     " 
mittcd  to  the  ufufper;  and  prince  I/^n-^A^j/,  who  com- u^ftn- 
manded '  the  imperial  forces  in  the  province  ot  Lyau-tongy  glilpy  0^-* 
wasi  tjie.oialy.  one  who  refiifed  to  acknowlege  hun,  which /^/^. 
obliged  him  to  march  againft  him  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army ;  ^nd,  having  invefted  tlie  place  where  he  was  gover- 
nor, the  more  efFefhially  to  move  him  to  furrender,  ftiewed 

«  See  Du  H'ax-de,  &  aL  ubi  fup« 

(O)  Palafox{\$)  adds,  that  He  deeply  laments  the  ruin  of 

t]ie  unhappy  monarch,    being  his  empire,  which  h^  flouriihed- 

quite  chilled  with  horror,  called,  in  fuch  power  and.fplendor  fo 

.  for  iai  glafs  of  wine,  though  at  long  a  feries  of  centuries ;  and; 

ail  other  tlipes  avejfe  to  that  theex^indtionpf  hisantientand* 

liquor  ; .  and,  having  drank  it,  royal  family^  who  had  held  it 

bit  with  his  own  tee&  one  of  his .  fo  long,   and    with   fo  much 

fipeer3,^tili  the  blood  gufhed  out,  glory;    and  concludes,   .tha% 

and  wrote  with  it,  not  the  above-  fince  hs  hath  lived  to  fee  the 

i^entioned  fhort  fentence,  but  a  lofs  and  ruin  of  them,  and  of 

l6ng  and  more  mournful  epiftle,  all  that  was  valuably  in  life,  he 

in  which  he  complains  of  the  thought  it  high  tingie  to  put  an  > 

treachery  of  his  officers,    but  end  to  it.  But  that  author  men*  r 

abfolves    his    fubjedls   of   the*  tions  nothing  of  his  cutting  off 

guilt,  and  prays  that  they  may  lus  daughter *s  htad,^sDuHald^ 

dfcape  the-  puniihment,  of  it.  doth  (46). 

(4% J  CQnfuifi  of  Ckh0,  fbfi^»  a*  C^^J  Aifnah,  fagn  %1'J* 

'     H  h  t  l|^im 


4«4  Tbi Hipry  0f  QAtta.  B.I. 

/      him  his  (adier  loaden  with  fetters ;  and  f^ore  that  he  ihocdd 
NoiU  re-  ^  inftaatly  facrificedy  if  he  refiifed  to  fubmit.     T4ie  hrwft 
filuiion.     U-fan-gheyy  when  he  beheld  hi^  fi&ther  in  that  cotufitidn,  fron 
the  top  of  the  city- walls,  burft  out  into  a  flood  of  tete; 
and,  filing  on  his  knees,  prayed  to  heaven  to  focgive  him,  2 
he  &crificed  his  filial  duty  to  his  alliance  to  his  prince  ;  ^ 
the  good  old  gentleman,  applauding  his  fon'saoble  refolutioi^ 
fubmitted  to  his  fate,   and  was  acccNrdii^ly  put  'to  dearii. 
JttOiiei  th$  U'/an-ghey^  rcfolving  at  once  to  revenge  hk  {>rlnoe  and  lib 
^Jl^f^!'       father's  deaths  immediately  ftruck  up  a  peace  with  the  ACi»- 
Tartar.     ^^^^  ^^  eaftern  Tartars^  and  invited  them  to  iiis  affiftanoe 
\  ■   againft  the  ufurper  and  his  rebellious  forces ;  whkh  T/img4e 
their  king  eafily  confented  to,  and,  without  any^elay,  yxoei 
him  with  an  army  of  80,000  men ;  ufoa  which  tjie  iiferper 
Li  hums    raifcd  the  ficgc,  and  marched  direftly  to  Pe-king.    Notthi^- 
andpluH'^  ihg  himfelf  fafe  there,  he  plundered  and  burat  the  ]>alace, 
dirs  the\    ind,  With  thc  immenfe  treafure  he  had  got,  fled  with  his 
falbci,       troops  into  the  province  of  Shm-fi^  no  lefs  loaden  vntk  thfc 
cdrfes  of  the  people,  than  with  the  fpcHl.  <£  the  ikBperiil 
..;..  catyOP). 
^-    .  TSONG-TE  died  almoft  as  foon  as  he  had  fet  ibotii 

t'°/^'^  CiJwrt,"  after  he  had  declared  his  (onSun-ehi,  then  but  iiz 
elar^m-  7^^^  ^^^»  ^'^  fucceflbr,  and  committed  the  care  <jf  him  and 
ptror.        ^f  the  empire  to  his  brother  A-ma-van.    The  yooog  .jirincc 

(?)  The  villam,  who  had  hi-  had  dared  to  fiicw  fcfr  theirfaw* 
thcrto  hardly  encountered  with  ful  fovereig^,  which  rafeb^coa* 
any  but  unarmed  and  difheart-  filled  in  an  univerfal  abhorrence 
ened  enemies,and  had  fucceeded  they  te^ed,  than  in  any  refill- 
more  by  treachery  than  valour,  ahce  they  ventured  to  make 
was  fo  exafperated  to  fee  him-  againfthim. 
fdlf  now  oppoitd  hot  only  by  What  forces  l!he  king  of  7kr- 
the  ittipetial  afrmy,  but  by  a  tary  brought  with  hlxn  intd 
dladi  more  iHHRerous  and  war>  China,  we  are  not  told  ;  eitCept, 
Iflce  one  of  thc  'Tartar Sy  that,  in  general  term^,  that  they  were 
nbt  content  to  givenp  that  rich  without  number,  both  df  horfe 
m'etrcpolis  to  be  plundered  by  and  foot.  They  wttrc  com- 
his  rebellious  tr6oi>s,  whilfl  he  manded  by  the  diree  unties  of 
did  ^c  fame  hy  thfe  imperial  that  young  monarch,who  ferved 
palace,  he  vented  his  rage  on  him  fo  faithfullv  with  their  wiie 
the  inhabkttnt$  by  the  moft  counfeh  as  well  as  valour,  and 
bloody  and  execrable  cruelties  behaved  whh  fuch  moderation 
'  during  his  Ihort  ftay  \  ^nd  that  and  ecfuity  towards  i^tLtChintfe^ 
under  pretence  of  punifhing  as  the  more  eaftly  reconcikd 
them  for  fhofe  reniaining  faint  •  them  to  his  government  {47). 
ff arks  of  loy^ty  whkh  they  ; 

l/^7).Pahfox,uhffup/a.z,&fef,  ^ 

«    .  was 
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H^  yi^iBfaltly  iaftcr  condufted  to  Peeking ;  and  received  witfif 
ti^i^ilpdAOMioas  of  this  people,  as  their  great  deliverer.    No- 
t^kijBg  "^^ft  Jieard  on  all  fides  but  the  fliouts  of  Van-fwi!  Van- 
J^i'   l^99g  nmjf^  be  live.!  hng  live  the  emperbr  I  nukyi  he  live  a 
tkm^wAy^ars!   This  memorable  revolution,   which  put  2l  End  of  the 
final  end  both  to  the  twenty-firft'dynafty,  and  to  the  Chinefe  Chincfe 
gouMTBitieDt,  andmade  wayafecond  time  for  that  of  the  eaft-  ^onarchs, 
«ra  T^r/ixr,  happened  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  the  feventy- 
tkird  cyde,  which  anfwers  to  that  of  Chrifl  1644  (Q^). 

Wh'at  became  of  the  traitor  L/,  and  of  his  army  and  im- 
menfe  treafure,  is  not  certainly  known.  Some  fay  that  he  re- 
tired with  thcip  into,  the  province  of  Shen-Ji^  one  of  the  fix 
V^hich  he  had  made  himfelf  maft^r  of  ^  and  that  he  fettled 
^pd  £pi;tified  himfelf  m  it,  the  befi:  he  could,  againft  the  new 
CQ9^<meror :  others  think  that  he  was  flain  in  an  engagement 
by;  Urfaaargheyi,  However  tHat  be,  we  hear  no  more  of  him 
from  tbe  time  of  his  retreat  from  Pe-king ;  and  fo  fhall  have 
#Mift  with  him  with  this  remark,  that  his  name  and  memory 
are  to  this  day  held  in  execration  both  by  the  Chinefe  and 
Tartars.    It  is  now  time  to  pafs  on  to 

%he  Twenfy-fecond  pfM^y^  named  Tfihg,  now  reign-  zid  dyna^ 
ingi  and  containing  at  prefent  Three  Emperors.       fty- 

i»    VKU.N'CHI^  or  Xun-chi,  began  his  new  reign  with  re-        I. 

*^  warding  the  noble  Ufan-ghey,  by  beftowing  upon  him  Sun-chi. 
the  dignity  of  king,  and  title  of  Ping-Ji^  which  fignifies  the  ^-  ^^''• 
pacifier  of  the  weft ;  and  aifigned  to  him  the  city  of  Si-gnanr  ri^^' 
fuy  capital  of  Shen-Jt^  for  his  refidence,  which  had  been  lately  ^/^^^' 
ravaged  ^vithfire  and  fwocd  by  the  ufurper  Li.    But  this  did  %^I^^ 
not  hinder  U-fan^ghey  from  forely  repenting,  of  his  error  and 
raflxnej&  in  calling  tibie  Tartars  to  his  afiiftande  againft  that 

(  Q.)  TheC/ftiw^hiAonaiis,  pleted  in  three  years  and  fome 

or  at   leiift  oar  Eurpfean  me-  months ;  and  that  ^uang-tong^ 

iiioir9   from   diem,    have   not  or  Can-ton^  the  lail  city  which 

been  fo  careful  to  tranfmit  to  fnrrendered  to  them,  was  not 

tts  the  year  and  month  of  the  taken    by    them   till   Jarmary 

Tartar  and  his  army  entering  1647  ;  from  which  it  is  proba*. 

iDto.  Qnnaj  nor  the  length  of  ble  to  fuppofe,  that  they  entered 

tlie  reign  and  life  tiff  this  \2Jk  about  the  end  of  the  year  1 643 , 

Cbin/^e  emperor*    We.  are  only  and  that  the  new  emperor  was 

toU  in  general,  that,  after  their  crowned  Tome  time  in  the  year 

their  arrival,  ^  conqoeft  of  above-mentioned  (48). 
the  whole  empire   was  com- 

(48)  Cmf.  Balafw,  Dm  Htlde^  &  mI. 

H  h  3  •    tyrant,  ' 
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tyrauty  or,  as  he  himfdf  ufed  to  pbnife  it,  in  fending  for 
lions  to  drive  away  dogs.  In  the  meaa  while  the  yoni^  mcm^ 
arch,  who  was  now  abfolute  matter  of  the  northern  pro- 
vinces (R),  hefpLa  to  turn  his  arms  to  the  coiiqueft  of  the 

fondxera 


(R)  It  is  forpriiing  to  think 
what  quick  progrefs  he  made 
in  the  .conqued  of  thofe  north- 
ern ones,  confidering  their  vaft 
extent,    and   the   number  and 
ftrength  of  their  cities ;  for  he 
made  himfelf  mader  of  them 
all  within  the  fpace  of  about  a 
year,  )hat  is,  by  the  latter  end 
of  the  year   1644.     It  is  true 
ihtChinefe  had  neither  the  heart, 
nor  were  they  at  that  time  fo 
loyal  to  the  family  of  their  an- 
tient  princes,  as  to  make  any 
confi'derable  reiiftance  ;  never- 
thelefs  there  were  feveral  that 
did,  tho*  with  fo  little  fuccefs  as 
gave  eyen  but  fmall  encoorage- 
mentto  others  to  follow  their 
example.     But  the  new  empe- 
ror, who  would  himfelf  be  al* 
ways  at  the  head  of  his  vail 
ind  powerful  army,  had  fuch 
excellent  counfellors  and  gene- 
rals, particularly  his  three  uncles 
lately  mentioned,  that  he  fell 
immediately  into  the  moll  effec- 
tual and  expeditious  way  of  re- 
ducing them* 

His  method  was,  not  to  trouv 
ble  himfelf,  when  he  entered 
Into  a  province,  what*  great 
towns  he  left  behind*  but  to 
bend  his  forces  towards  the  me- 
tropolis at  otice»  which  h^  firft 
caufed  %o  be  fun^moned  ^  and, 
if  they  fubmitt^d,  he  treated 
them  with  all  poiijble  humanity, 
appointed  fuch  governors  over 
them  as  they  could  not  but  ap-, 
prove  of,  and  often  fome  of 
their  own  nation,  and  left  the 


reft  of  their  polity  in  the  iame 
ftate  in  which  he  found  it,  with- 
out making  any  alteration.  If 
they  refufed,  then  he  ordered 
his  numerous  troops  to  bring 
them  the  fecond  fummens; 
which  they  did  with  fuch  force 
and  fury,  that  they  gained  the 
place  in  a  fliort  tinie  ;  in  which 
cafe  they  muft  fabniit  to  £he 
fate  of  war,  which  was  gene-» 
rally  very  hard  and  cruel,  if  it 
were  but  to  ferve  as  a  wamii^ 
to  the  reft.  By  thefe  meansg 
whether  the  metropolis  fub- 
mitted  of  its  own  accord,  or 
was  force4to  it,  the  reft  of  the. 
cities  feldom  failed  of  opening 
their  gat^s  to  him  ;  and  the  re- 
dudion  of  the  capital  proye4 
the  reda^on  of  ther  whole  pro- 
vince (49),  ^ 

Another  thing  that  greatly 
forwarded  the  conqaeft  not  only 
of  thefe,  but  of  the  ibuthem 
on^s  afterwards,  was,  that  the 
emperor,  in  all  his  declarations, 
always  afcribed  his  great  and 
iurpriiing  fuccefs  net  to  his  Va- 
lour, or  to  the  number  and  oou- 
rftge  of  his  troops,  as  might  be 
natural  for  fuch  a  young  mon-* 
arch  to  do,  but  to  the  will  and 
favour  of  heaven ;  which  fquare- 
ing  exaftly  with  the  notion  of 
the  generality  of  the  Chtnefi, 
they  not  only  readily  yielded  to 
it,  but  were  glad  to  plead  it  as 
an  excufe  for  their,  fo  (hame- 
fuUy  abandoning  the  intereft 
and  caufe  of  their  natural  princes, 
of  th^ir  laws  and  liberties,  aad 


(^%)  ^4^Mi.<^0Mf^h  &^^ 


fo 
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(buthern  ones ;  rightly  judging,  that  lie  would  never  enjoy 
lh€  one  quietly  till  he  had  got  pofleffion  of  the  other; 

On  the  other  hand;  he  did  nor  think  it  proper  to  leave  the  Korea  /a- 
kingdom  of  Korea  behind  him,  a  fierce  and  warlike  people,  'vaded  by 
wrho  had  a  king  of  their  own,  but  Who  was  a  vaflal  to  the /^^  m/«- 
Chinefe^  and  now  of  courfeto  him.     He  marched  accordingly  ^^^-  ^ 
againft  them  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army ;  Jlnd,"  though 
ihe  Koreans  ioVi^X.  with  much  vlgbnr  and  intrepidity,  yet 
they  ftiU  found  theihfelves  inferior  to  the  Tartars.    At  length  Sulmitx 
their  king  thought  it  the  Wifeft  way  to  fecure  his  crdwA  by  a  to  him. 
timely  fubmifSon  ;   which  Shwi-chi  readily  accepted,'  and 
brought  back  his  forces  with  honour ;  and  ordered  the  Korean 
Idng  to  follow  him  to  Pe-king,  where  the  articles  of  peace 
and  homage  were  fbon  after  concluded ;  and,  having  received 
his  crown  and  fceptre  from  the  eiiiperor,  and  paid  him'the 
homage  agreed  on,  returned  to  his  own  fubjefts.     Shun-^hi 
then  ordered  his  army,  under  the  command  of  one  of  his 
uncles,  to  march'direftly  towards  th^^  fouth,  where  a  grand-    .  .      * 
Ibn  of  Shin-tfong,  or^Van-lyey  the  thirteenth  emperor  oi  the     ' 
foregoing  dynafty,  had  been  proclaimed  emperor,  under  the- 
name  of  Hdng-quang,  or  Hun-guaUy  which  figriifies  fplendor, 
and  had  moft  of  .the  nine  fouthern  provinces  under  his  fub- 
jeftion.     This  young  princa  had  many  amiable  qualities,  and 
ha4  been  educated  under  the  late  and  lafl:  emperor  with  great 
care,  whilfl:  the  empire  was  at  peace,  and,  was  looked  upon 
as  the  laft  refuge  of  the  Chinefe ;  but  was  with  great  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  by  the  mandarins  to  accept  of  ^a. crown,  the 
weight  of.  which  he  forefaw  would  foon  crufh  him  to  death. 
However,  he  was  prevailed  upon  at  laft ;  and  took  all  proper   . 
means  to  fortify  his  capital  of  Nan-king,  and  to  ftrengthea 
his  army;  but,  with  all  thefe  precautions,  found  himfelf  un- 
able to  refift  the  Aiperior  forcfe  of  the  enemy.  Which  came  and 
befieged  him  in  that  city,  and  foon  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
it.     Hong^quang  was  purfued  in  his  retreat,  and  taken  pri- 
foner,  by  the  Tiir^^r  general,  who  immediately  flew  him,  or,.Hung- 
according  to  others,  fent  him  to  Pe-king,  where  he  was  ftran-  quang 
gled.    Being  returned  to  Nan-king,  he  gave  the  government  A^^^^^^" 
of  it  to  a  Chinefe  mandarin,  who  had  enjoyed  fome  of  the 
greatcft  pofts  under  the  two  or  three  laft  emperors,  and  made 
him  viceroy  of  that  province, 

fa  tamely  fubmitting  to  a  fo-  could  they  do  better  than  fub- 

rcign  yoke;  for,  if  that  was  mit  to  it?    This  was,  it  feems, 

the  abfolate  will  and  decree  of  their  excufe  then,  and  is  fo  ftill, 

heaven,  how  could  it  be  iri  their  whenever  any  other  nation  up- 

ower  to  Oppofe  it,  or  what  braids  them  with  their  ila very. 

H  h  4  He 


He  nwcbel  dKO^.  into  C'^tf-^yo;^,  a]adibdiQ^.tbe€api^« 
Lo-rang  til ;  where  Lo-van^,  then  ku)g  of  tt,  asd  a  pdncc  who  b^ 
/khttts  rcfufed  the  title  oif  emperor,  appeared  upoa  tbp  walls,  and, 
ifr/ffiS/^^  on  his  kn<:es,  b(i;gged  the  Tor^or^  to  fpare  his  fulye^,  aQ4r 
wtdteofli  to  accept  of  his  life  as  a  Yi&im  for  theirs ;  and  tJien  weai^ 
to  the  em-  gut,  and  fubmittcd  to  their  mer<?y^  and  hi^d  the  good  fortrajft 
'  t^^*  to  obtain  it.  Not  long,  aftpr  this,  anoth^  grandibn  oS  the 
*"^^'  late  emperor  Shin't/bngy  named  Long-^vu,  and  by  others  Jan^ 
Long-vu  vans  was  proclaimed  emperor  in  the  province  of  Se-ctmea^ 
frociaimeil  which,  with  thofe  of  Fo-kjifn,  S^uang-tang^  and  ^mag-Ji^ 
tmpermr.  ^cre  die  only  four  that  ftill  remained  unfubdaed  ;  and,  tho' 
he  was  not  in  a  capacity  of  recovering  thofe  that  were  loft, 
he  was  iUlI  made  to  hope  that  he  might  be.  able  to  prefenrc 
His  inter-  thcfe.  He  was  the  more  eafiiy  flattered  into  this  hope^  a& 
i/^App^f-  tjiere  had  appeared  in  his  intereil  at  fea  one  of  the  brav^ 
e^h  f^  commanders,  whom  many  cf  tfie  nation  had  joined,  and  who, 
Ch^'        vas  tjien  very  gowerfiil,  and  fijccelsful  enpugh  t^  alter  die 

chi!lone    ^'^^       ^*  ai&irs. 

His  ex'         This  captain  was  the  hxm^di  Ching-cBrlot^,  aperfbaod- 

traa^and  gloally  of  an  obfcure  cxtraft  (S),  but  then  ope  of  the  richeik 


powerful 
feet. 


(S)  CMng-chi'ldngt  called  alfo 
Cbin-chi-lunz  in  the  Dutch  am- 
baffics,  and  by  foreigners  Iquan^ 
tcoa,  Bquan^  and  Ikoatiy  was 
born  in  fome  obfcure  maritime 
place,  in  the  proviilte  of  To- 
l^euy  of  very  mean  parents ;  but, 
b^ng  a.  fprightly  lad,  went  tQ 
ijpek  hl&fqrtMne  abroad,  firil  at 
Macoo,  among  the  Portugue/e^ 
^here  he  ferved  a  merchant  for 
fome  time,  became  a  convert  to 
Chrittianity,  and  took  the  name 
iif  Nicholasy  or,  as  others  have 
it,  ^afpard.  From  thence  he 
went  to  Jupaiiy  where  he  foon 
raifed  himiclf  in  the  fervice  of 
a.rick  merchant ;.  and,  from  his 
fadVor,  became  the  comn^ander 
•f  his  trading  vcflcls,  with 
which  he  ufed  to  carry  a  confi- 
dcrable  traffick  into  Qochh^ 
Chtnay  Kamhoyaf  apd.  Other 
places,  not  only  for  hrs  own 
madcrs,  but  for  a  numbier  of 


an^ 

intruftjed  him  with  fome  of  their 
richefl  commodities. 

Being  come  to  Kamhojay  be 
received  letters,  that  both  his 
mafter  and  they  were  deaci ;  fome 
of  the  plague  whic;b  had  raged 
in  Japauy  and  others,  of  the  fa- 
mine that  foUow^ed  it ;  apoji 
which,  v^ithput  aj|y  re^soA  ta 
Chriftiaf^ty,  which  he  had  fo 
lately  enil^rac^ed,  he  forged  theai- 
wills,  and  made  himfelf  heir,  ta 
all  the  wealth  they  had  intmfiei 
him  with  ;  and,  to  avoid  being 
qneilioned  by  the  Chine fe  manda- 
rhis  about  their  validity^  reS^xd 
to  turn  corfair ;  and,  with  th& 
wealth  h^  ba^  mac}^  l^q^^ 
heir  to,  purchaf^d  a  i\umber.o$^ 
other  veilel?,  and.  fqon  bc;i(^m 
commander  of  a  forniiialbtc* 
f(juadK>n,  by  the,  many,  q^hei^ 
pirates  \yho  joined  him,  aid 
jJut  themfelvcs  uilder  his  otV'] 
lours ;  infomuch  that  he,  a^^4 


ptH^r  merchants^,  wholikewif^^    one  more  of  th^  fame  profeffion,' 

*       had 


V^  mf^  ^V^JP?M9',  .'traders  m  tk^  pvqvi^^^ti^. 
'^p,,  ^t^iao^.<?lfajr^8,  had  £tt^d  ouj  a  p^vigcoi^ 


ba((  the  fole  Gommaod'  of  thoh 
fteSu;  and  phindSBrsd  ail  that  Ml 
i^  their  way,  wsdiou  tdsfi^A^ion, 
tat  imd^r  a  nmt\tsii  vff^ement 

c^bh  otiier.    . 

^he  empprot  ^  court,  to. 
whom.they  were  becoj^  dread-.. 
fSl,  aod  yet  were  not  in  a^on- 
^Toh  tp  fapprefs  theifi  by  open 
fbrce,  bethought  themfclves  of 
a  AisLtSLgem  that  i^ould  in  all' 
Ifk^ihc^^dbially  dp.it.  Ac* 
GQr^dmg^y  kfi  received  a  letter 
fircjio  the  enjperpr  to  thjs  ptjr- 
]^t:  IThat,  being  thorou^y 
sjmi^^^  ol  hisL  viUpui:  and  Tuc- 
qdi^,  and  of  ^e  great  ferviqeshe 
^ght  do  to  his  prince  and  coun* 
try,  he  promifed  him  not  only  a 
general  pardon  and  amnefly  for 
an   his  piracies,  but  to  niake 
bim  chief  admiral  of  all  his  fea- 
ibrees^  and  captain-gen^alof  an 
the  feaVcpalis,  or  anji'  otiier  dig- 
nities or  employmentfi  he  (houM 
deiife,pn  condition  he  joined  im« 
jtiediately  the  imperialnav^,and 
affifted  it  in  ridding  the  leas  of 
the  other  piratic  fleet.      The 
fame  oflers  were  made  at  the 
(skxae  time  to  the  other  com» 
mander,  in  a  letter  fent  to  him 
from  Uie  fame  monarch.  What 
effect  it  had  upon  the  latter,  is 
not  known ;  but  Ching^chd-long, 
^ough  he  prefently  fufpedled 
•  tlie  artifice,  yet,  depending  on 
Itis  flrength  and  good  fortune, 
made  no  hefitation  to  go  and 
fall  upon  the  oth^r ;  and»  after 
a  long  and  bloody  fight  on  both 
fides^  wherein  he  proved  vifto- 
ripus,  (Iruek  off*  his  head,  and 
took  as  many  of  iiis  men  and^ 
yeflels  as  he  could,  the  greateft 
part  of'  which   readily   lifted* 
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oriddr  his  ffeg,^  as  they  onjly  ex- 
changed ma^iis,  wttKoilt  aker- 
1x1%  iMr  concern  By^  thi» 
means  haim  becamA  mpie  pctin^ 
^riM  th^mevQr;  aodv  wh^tluK 
hnpecialileot  cam^.tpjQ^t^^ki^ 
thfey,  daced  not  do  ot^wiQ^ 
thaii  cpngr^jtulate  him  oi?  h^ 
late  yi^oiy,  and  great  fucc^fsj^ 
whilfthe,  by  virtue  of  the  em/ 
peror^s  letter,  and  a  fuffoient 
force  to  oblige  him  to  iland'tOw 
his  promifes,  began,  to  a£b  aji^ 
cording  ta  the  tenor  of  them^^ 
lyit^t  betraying  tjifi^le^diffi-- 
d^nce  of  the  coin's  fiiuft^* 
viewA,  au4{  to,  oblige  a]l  tradif^* 
fhip?  to  receive  their  p^tiT^o^ 
from  him ;  infomuch  that  none 
of  them,  whether  Cbinefey  or  of 
any  nation,  dared  venture  to 
fea  without  them. 

He  had  but  one  thiiig  to  ffear,'; 
the  refentment  of  the  cdnrt^  on' 
account  of  his  cruel  exa^ions 
on  all  thofe  trading  vefi^ls^  hi^ 
taking  all  that  had  not  a  pais 
from  him  j.and  many  other  ^ch 
extortions,  by  which  the  <;om- 
merce  was  greatly  obflrudlcd, 
and  the  maritime  provinces^ 
qjaite  impoverifhed.  But,  as. 
he  wasperfcAly  well  acquainted 
wiA  the  ways  of  the  court,  and 
that  the  emperor,  furround^d  as 
he  was  by  his  eunuchs  and.mi** 
niilers,  knew  little  or  nothing; 
of  his  fubje£ls  miferies,  but 
what  they  pleafed  to  acquaint 
him  with,  he  found  means  ta' 
bribe  them  fo  high  and  efFedu- 
ally,  as  to  (lop  all  complaints 
from  coming  to  his  ears  ;  they, 
caring  but  little  how  he  plun- 
dered! and  robbed  the  people, 
whililthey  fo  plentifully  partook 
of  the  fpoil.  '  Nothing  was 
heard 
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i^gainft  the'i^tfrMr/  ;  and  was.foUdwed  by  ftich an  irmuineralde 
uraltimde  of  Chinefe  ve(Iel$,  that  he  became  head  of  one  q{ 
die  moft  formidable  fleets  that  e^ei:  appeared  oa  thofe  feas; 
tnd  had  openly  declared  fo|:  the  young  Chine/e  dionardir: 
ligainft  the  ufurpiog  Ta^rtar*  Some  relations  do  even  affimi^ 
that  be.  wa3  the  chief  perfonwho  caafed  him  to  be  crownei: 
emperor;  and  indeed  the  inunenfe  wealth  which  he  had 
amaflcd  by  fea  and  land,  and  the  vaft  number  of  veflels  and 
troops  which  he  had  under  his  command^,  had  rendered  him 
fo  powerful,  and  the  vaft  bribes  with  which  he  had  been 
continually  cramming  the  chief  eunuchs  and  miniflers  had 
confirmed  his  intereft  at  court  to  fuch  a  degree,  even  durii^^ 
the  preceding  reign,  that  he  alone  feemed  to  govern  the  em- 
pire; fo  that,  tf  he  had  not  been  faithfidly  attached  to  the 
roy^  family,  he  might  much  more  eafily  have  feized  on  ths 
crown  than  either  of  the  two  rebels  Li  and  Chmg  lately  men- 
tioned ;  and  much  more  fb  after  the  fatal  dea&  of  that  un- 
happy monarch,  and  the  wars  that  raged  all  over  the  em{nre : 
but  his  fidelity  to  the  royal  blood  would  not  permit  him  to 
Men  to,  much  lefs  to  form,  any  fuch  defign  (T) ;  and  this 

it 


among  them  bat  the  higheften* 
comituns  on  him,  and  the  vaft 
fervichs  he  did  to  his  prince  and 
country,  whilft  the  continual 
complaints  f(^nt  to  them  from 
the  defolate  provinces  were 
wholly  fupprefTed  by  his  large* 
prefents  from  beine  fo  much  as 
heard.  By  this  time  he  was 
grown  to  fuch  a  height  of  power 
and  infolence  both  by  fea  and 
land,  thatyupon  adifguH  againft 
the  imperial  officers  at  Catk-ton^ 
who  were  in  arrear  to  him  about 
20  or  30,000  ducats  of  his  fti- 
pend,  he  went  on  ihore  into 
that  populous  city  with  only 
6000  of^  his  own  men,  caufed  a 
tribunal  to  be  reared  in  one  of 
the  Ifquares,  and  there  fum- 
monea  thofe  officers,  with  fome 
public  notaries,  and  obliged 
them  to  pay  him  the  money  on 
the  fpot;    and,  having  given. 


them  authentic  receipts  for  it, 
went  back  to  his  fleet  withoat 
the  leaft  moleilation.  This  was 
the  condition  to  which  Ching" 
chi'long  had  raifed  himfelf  at  the 
time  of  the  Tjirtars  invading  the 
Chinefe  empire,  and  which  we 
thought  neceflary  to  give  o« 
readers  a  iketch  of,  for  the  bet- 
ter underftanding  the  reft  of  this 
traafa&ion.  See  alfo  the  next 
note  (50). 

(T)  This  IS  the  conunon  opi- 
nion, though  there  are  not 
wanting  thofe  who  give  him  a 
quite  different  charader,  and 
charge  him  with  having  afpired 
to  the  crown,  when  made  gene- 
ral of^  the  Cbinefi  forces,  and 
to  have  betrayed  ^e  young  em* 
peror  to  the  Tartars^  for  which 
he  was  afterwards  caft  by  them 
into  a  prifon  at  Pe-king^  where 
he  died  (51}.    We  fliaU  only 


(<o)  Dutch  Amiajfy,  Palafox,  C^oufef,  Du  Haldt^  ^  «/,^ 
OgilhyU  Cbina^  vtl,  ii.  f,  4^. 


(ji)  ra. 
obfenrs 


t.u  rbe  lisft^  of  CKmz: 

it  was  that  induced  at  length^  the  Tartar  monarch,  yhd 
looked  upon  him  as  one  of  the  moft  powerfal  obftacles  to  his 
reducing  the  few  remaining  provinces,  to  try  to  gain  him  to 
his  intereft  by  the  greateft  ojflfers,  and  faireft  promifes  (U). 
Thefe  he  reje^ed  with  haughtinefs  and  fcorn ;  and,  being 
fully  refolved  to  defend,  his  prince  to  the  laft,  fent  anambafly 
to  Japan,  to  procure  fome  forces  froni  that  monarch,  which 
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obferve  at  prefent  under  this 
head,  that  the  Dutch  then  fet- 
tied  2XFormofay  or  rather  TVz^- 
mjon  (52),  having  given  him 
fome  umbrage,  either  by  their 
carrying  on  too  great,  or  per- 
haps fome  illicit,  trade  with 
China  and  Japaiiy  for  which  he 
fent  them  a  threatening  meffage 
that  he  would  drive  them  from 
that  ifland,  they  fent  him  an 
ambaiTy,  and  agreed  to  pay  him 
30,000  crowns  a  year  for  their 
liberty  of  commerce ;  and, 
among  other  prefents,  a  golden 
fceptre  and  crown,  engaging 
themfelves  to  aflift  him  with  au 
their  forces,  in  cafe  he  took 
the  ftep  hinted  at  by  the  pre- 
fent,- and  we  are  told,  that  he 
never  made  any  other  fliew  or 
ufe  of  it,  than  to  have  it  car- 
ried about  among  other  orna- 
ments of  his  wardrobe. 

(U)  Thefe  promifes  were 
«iade  to  him  by  the  Cbimfe 
mandarin  lately  made  viceroy 
of  Nanking ;  in  which,  among 
other  things,  he  affured  him  of 
his  being  made  viceroy,  or  even 
king,  of  the  two  provinces  of 
Fo'^en  and  ^ang-tong ;  or,  if 
he  iniifted  upon  it,  fhould  only 
pay  homage  to  theT^ir/«r  empe- 
ror  for  them.  This  offer  (2hing^ 
chilong  not  only  rejedlsd  with 
fcorn,  but  treated/  the  TWr- 
/«w  as  a  robber  and  Ufurper ; 
and  vowed,  that  he  would' 
twt  only  defend  the  few  pro- 
vinces ftill  unconquered,    but- 


that  he  would  ufe  his  utmoft 
power  to  recover  all  the  reft  to 
the  imperial  family  of  Cbtntu 
It  is  true,  when  he  was  afler«v 
wards  tsktn  prisoner  by  the 
Tartars^  and  this  haughty  an* 
fwer  was  laid  before  the  empe- 
ror againfi:  him,  he  denied.it  to 
be  his,  as  he  was  forced  to  do 
many  other  accufations  laid  to 
his  charge.  What  was  ftill 
more  furpriiing,  thofe  very  mi- 
nifters  of  the  Chinefe  court, 
whom  he  had  corrupted  by  his 
yaft  bribes  in  the  laft  reign^  be- 
ing now  gone  over  to  the  Tar- 
tars,  became  his  moft  inveterate 
accufers  ;  fo  that,  knowing  their 
rapacious  temper,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  his  forn^er  expedient 
of  cramming  them  with  frefh 
gifts,  which  at'  once  Hopped 
their  mouths, .  and  all  farther 
accufations ;  aitd  he  at  length: 
was  acquitted- with  honour  att4; 
applaufe. 

As  for  the  fcveral  battles 
which  he  fought  againft  the 
Tartars  daring  about  fix  months 
before  he  was  iSade  prifoner, 
we  only  hear  that  they  were 
very  bloody  oncs>  •  without  any 
farther  particulars  of  the  fucce^ 
of  them.  The  relations  do  not 
fo  much  as  hint  whether  he  was. 
taken  in  one  of  them,  or  in 
defending  any  of  the  imperial 
cities ;  neither  is  if  certainly 
known  what  became  of  him  at 
laft,  fo  dark  and  contrary  ate 
the  accouilts  we  have  about  it. 


(%z)  ViieQ^ilhfi  China ^  uhifup.   See  atjo  before,  p.  4$.  57.  ^  dlib* 


was 


4»X 


fimtrtQ 
Peeking. 

Long-va 
fmt  to 
dioib.  * 
Ching. 
chi-long 
fthmts  to 
/i*  Tar- 
tars. 


ymk/orms!9fx  refWed  o»accc^nt6f  its  Wfgfett  noi^bj 
pcsor,  but  from  a  fuly^.  This  4id  not  fliffontnyfan 
foakiqg  a  noble  de£boce  \  and  fc; vera!  battles,  we  are  tjolf)^ 
fought  with  great  bravecy  on  both  iidcs ;  'till  ^  )taj^ 
l^r^yc  Ching-fM'kng  was  tal^ea  priibaor,  ^nd  feat  to  i^r-  "^ 
upon  the  news  of  which,  the  unfortunate  hm^mSofxct 
bimleif  difapppinted  oC^hishppes,  aU  the  cities  of  ihal^ 
-vince  opening  their  gates  to  the  conqueror ;  and  himfeify 
tfaer  betrayed  by  Ching-ohulangj  as*  fi^nte  preteDd^  ^  hs 
UvoHgh  his  ill  &u«  iato^  th^r  band«>  w^  doj^rivfd  at  obq» 
his  liife  and  crown.  And  th^n  it  ws^  diat  CUng-dnrkmg,  i 
ia  the  hands  of  the  Tartansij  and  ea^ed  and  hatod  hj 
eourt  more  on  account  of  his  great  wealth  aad  glory  th»r< 
his  fidelity  to  his  prince;  went  ovev  to  the  Tartar  iateref^ 
rid  hiznfelf  from  the  many  profecutions  they  had  laid  a^ 
him  ;  which  flep  he  could  then  take  with  leis  (yALonoqr 
himfelf,  n6t  only  as  Long-vH^  for  whom  he  had  dicla^edh 
ielfi  was  now  dead  ;  but  as  be  ]p;iew  his  pow^^l  fi«^  |& 
y  fiillitt^der  the  coim^Hh)  of  his  OHW  ioB.  th(&  brave  Ci&ii^ 
kfingf  of  whofe  loyally  ta  the  kapcrifid  £niify  of  Chim 
was  fully  £uisfedi.  Some  rdations  pret^  xi&%  he  wa^ 
taken  prifoner  ;  but  inri^  to  a  grai^c)  feaft  at  court  bj 
Tartar  monarch,  and  was  conduced  diidaer  with  hoi 
and  that  he  accepted  of  the  invitation,  in  hopes  of  obi 
the  h^heft  dignities  there ;  but,  as  this  doth  not  appear 
able  to  his  charaAer  aijid  behaviour  in  otbec  csdes,  we 
think  he  wa^  carried  thither  prifoQer. 
Tie  reft  of  Ho  WRVER,  th^  Tartars  had  by  this  doie  io  far 
tbi  fro-  lit  their  ooaqueft,  that  dnere  remaAoed  Imt  few.  that  ftood 
^jncesti'  t£j  thg  imperial  family- ;^  and  thefc  one  of  the  conqtie 
undesi  named'  by  fomc  rditions^  Peli-pu-wangy  at  M- 
ev(^n^  w^s  fent  with  a.  powerful  army  to  reduce,  who 
moreover  made  viceroj,  or,  as  others  fiy,  king,  of  thofc 
vinces,  which  wer.^  ^ang-^.  and  ^ygiig-tong^  befides 
of  Fo-kyen  lal;ply  {unxi^d^red  to  hinju  He  fent  accordJBgl^l 
vail  body  of  troops  in^o  that  of  ^iifrng'^ong^  'where  onp 
the  in^rial  fwily  of  Chifkk  had  been  proclaimed  emj 
bat  had  only  a  f<bfw  daftardly  tro^,  which  had  already 
turned  their  backs  more<  dian  once  te  the  conquering  % 
and  were  ex^efted  to  do  fo  ag^n  on.  their  fir  ft  apj 

(W)  TUQhiw^fi  licla^ps  do 
not  tell  us,  the  ^an^e  of  tjiis  ]ie«|/r 
monarch,^  Uwagh  ^^y  ajr/c  num- 
tx»{i  an4«  f4^11|a%t9..  i^h^  othcic 
traafadioi^Sr  i^t  happened  i^ 
this  pi;ovii^ce,  which  being  iita- 
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at^  ovor-ag^Mift  Ma-cmty 
P^Mf/j^i^  bM  a  much  betttf  i  J 
t^lig<wce  of  thmi  tbaa  of  will 
w^  doAA  in.  Qthors  roA»  » 
niofip. 


Tist  capital,  wh€re  he  tlien  refid^,-  was  tcldced  very  ftrongly 
fmiSed/  ^d  |K>pukHis  ^en6tigk  to  h^vt  mamtftined  a  iiege, 
hid  it  he^  hetitv  gari^aed ;  tievertheiefs  fome  relations  af- 
ft»>  that  afcotrt  twenty  ^f  ^  Tartarian  hdrfe,  having  en-  Qaaa^« 
tered  it,  -  &Ad  ¥idi%  aib^  lihe  ftfeets  in  a  holtik  manner,  pnt  tong  tm* 
A6%l!K*|«ftceiiitoTi«*'C©tLllternafion,  that  the  army,  wMch  tendhytbi 
w«slSW!AHfcb<:mthalf  ada^^i  march  frdm  it,  had  nothing  to  TarUw* 
iohtk  to eri^ it fii  trtumi*, ahd  take poffeffioh oF h, withont 
iif<S&lii%VI^  Aclerfldppofitlon*;  buttha'tfeems  altogether 
fe«*n«!d'to€kpofe  ihtChmefe  nrftioii  for  hot  havitig  Ijettet' 
^efidM  &etr  cduhtfy  atnd  liberty ;  ahd  it  is  more  prc/babl^ 
Aot  thftt/mtetropolis,   wMch^  befides  i^s  gantfon,  fuch  as  it 
Witt,  cbs^ined  ^abeve  '&Oi<^t  inhabitants,  moft  of  them  rich;       ^ 
■atidbpiifettt  pto  fey  iiothiflg  rf  its  haJ^ing  been  ihade  a  repo- 
fitbry  rf  Ifi^niehfe  treafores  from  othdk*  parts,  as  a  place  6t 
Ai6re  Ar€»<gth  and  &fety3,  Made  a  vigorous  ddence ;  and  aic-  Afi^r't 
<^dd^fy  'we  are  t6ld  bjr  others,  that  it  fuftained  a  vigorous  wgoroui    ' 
ft^e  seat  a  whdie  twelvemonth  before  ft  furrendered  to  th^  defgnce^ 
Tdrtht  gdfleral,  '^ho,  ^  ^hat  account,  permhted  it  tobeplui^-     , 
AsHfcd  flirefe  wh6le  *iys.  On  tfhe.fii'ft  night  of  their  entering  it,  a-'/fiet    ^ 
i  poN^^ttl  fltet,'  Which  brought '^confiderabk  reinforcement,  «>5*>/»/1ftr 
aiftpeai^a  on  the  canai  oT-dMbh,  and  came  tip  to  the  town ;  defence;   ■ 
&&t,  fltidibg  the  plate  ^fcafdy  in  the  poffeifeon  of  the  drf6iliy,>«/  comis 
Wfcrfe  fo  ^aip^rated  ^  it,  thkt  th(*y  fet  fire  to  the  ne\(r  ti^^ too  late. 
ihfeh  ^as  the  fineft^hd  rKheft  part  df 'the  whole,  'atod  then  ^^^^^f 
put  to  fea  again.     The  city  was  plundered,  and  bufn't  to  «w«(jr« 
a(hes  }  and  the  young  emperor,  being  found  concealed  among y!^* 
fintte  fafthftil  friends,  was  put  to  deithin  tSie  fortieth  day  o£^       ?* 
Itis  rfeign,*  and  with  him  all  his  adhei-ents.     The  plunder 
which  was  found  in  it,  during  the  three  days  it  was  Idft  to 
die  mercy  of  the  army,  amounted  to  an  immenfe  value ;  and' 
the  indignities  and  cruelties  which  were  committed  againil  th<fe    / 
iahabitaats,  wi^out  diftinftion  6f  age,  fex,  or  qualify,  were 
no'teis  -dt^eadffiK     At  length  the  generals  put  an  end  to  both  ; 
aW,  ^viflg  reftored  good  order  tttid  government  in  that  me* 
trd^dtis,  iS  about  thfe  tedufflSon  of  the  reft  of  the  province  ; 
srtol  met  wfth  fo  litde  tefiftarice  in  it,  that  they  completed  it 
in  a'v^  little  time.   ' 

Tnfev  marched  next  into  the  province  of  ^ang-JS^  where  Quang-fi 
they -niet  with  a  quite  different  reception;  and  wher^  ThomAi: makes  a 
Kyu,  then  viceroy  of  it,  and  Luke  Cfnn^  generaliffimo  of  ^^nobleftand^ 
(Smefit  forces,  both  Chriftiaas  and  brave  warriors,  eaigt^g^'^g^nft  tbi-* 
tkem.withjfiiiQh  tntjepidiey,  riiat  they  inik^ly  defeated  ah^/'^*^*^*''®*  ' 
f«lt  <!&•»  t»  iflight.  -Jlifer  this,  i!he  i4ft6rious  army  prb--^?^"^^'^'  . 

*  Vide  Dv  Haldb,  Palafox»  &  al.  fap.  citat. 
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YooDg-  dainaeda  nene  emperor  of  the  Chine/t  fmij,,  named Tozng^ 
lyc/ro-  {^^»  then  king  of  the  metropolis  of  the  province  of  ^j^ 
elmmtd  ciruf,  and  removed  hk  court  to  'Sbau-Hng  (X),  alias  &»> 
*"!^'»^*     r&fl,  the  only  city  in  the  province  of  ^ifdng'tong  that  fbqjl 

firm  agalnft  the  Tartars ^  and  refiifed  to  fubmit  to  them.  -* 
The  Dews  of  their  late  vi&orj,  and  of  the  eLedtion  oft 

new  emperor,  was  foon  fpread  through  the  other  profmoe^ 
fhe  Chi-  ^^  ^^  ef&Aually  revived  the  courage  of  the  Chin^e^  ttot 
Befe  re-  commander^  who  had  got  together  a  new  anny  in .  die  /vv* 
fimi  their  vince  of  Fo-kyeUy  hsfpn,  to  recover  feveral  cities  frtm  tk 
nnsnur.      Tartars  y  whilft  the  brave  Ching-chi-kong  (Y),  t^e  foa  «? 

Ching-chi'longy  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  Ch'mefe  iket,  dii 
Ching-  ^^  .^^°^^  ^^  ^^.  fca-coafts.  This  new  admiral,  ftiU  mot 
chi-kong  zealous  for  the  imperial  Chinefe  funily  than  his  father,  perr 
wid  hi^  formed  many  noble  eiqdoits  againft  the  Tartars^  in  wjblch  he 
feet  defeea  met  at  firft  with  gr^it  fuccefs.  He  took  feveral  confideraife 
/^f^TiMP-^'^  places  from  them,  as  the  city  di  flay-chingy  in  the  profina 
ta».  "^  r  of  Fo'kyetiy  where  he  cut  in  pij^p^s  ,&ie  Tartar  army  imtn 
*  '  ' "  relieve  it ;  that  oi  Wen-^chew^  in  the  province  of  Che-kysag^ 
Drhii»ly  ^^^'king,  in  Kyang'tum,  and  many  others.  '  The  misfp^nae 
i6m/<>  s  "^Mi ,  that  his  good  fuccefs  did  not  follow  him  long,  bdEgifr 
tovmq&u  he , met  with  fb  total  a  defeat,  that  he  was  quite  driven  ootij 

^  China  by  the  Tartars^  and  forced  to  ^cA  his  views  anodwr 

,.\     -^^y*  '^^^'  againft  the  ifland  of  Forrno/a,  where  he  was  a 

.     .    hopestoere£t  anew  kingdom,  after,  he  had  driven  theZ^^ 

.out  of  it, 

.      .             (1C)  This  youngmoBarchhad  *(Y)  This  is  the  fame  that ii 

fbr  his  chief  xounfeHor  an  eu-  called  Coxinga   in    the  BtlA 

nuch,  nzmed  Pan- Jchi/ifiSyV/li6  ^/n^^^,  and  whom  they  charge 

was-  a  very  zealous  Chriftian,  with  having  driven  them  out  rf 

By  ijirhofc  in tereft  Father -//»i/r^«w;  Formd/a,  or  Tay-^wof/y  contnrf 

Koffier  was  permitted  to  inftruft  to  the  airticles  agreed  on  bctwett    I 

^^royal  mother,,  his  queen,  and  them  :  bot^^ey  fay  nothin|  i 

eldeil  fon,  in  the  truths  of  Chrif-  the  provocation  they  gave  nia 

^apity,  who  all  received  bap-  for  it, <i»«.  their  feia^ngfometf 

tifm  /rom .  him ;  and  it  was  ex-  his  (hips  as  they  were  failing  (fl- 

geded ,  th^at  this  monarch  would  wards  t^e  eaflern  provinces  witk 

one'  day  be  the  Confiantine  of  money  to  pay  his  forces  to; 

the  Cbinefe  nation^  which  name  by  which  difappointment  they 

J. 'they  gave  him  with  that  view  difbanded  themielvcs  ;  andke, 

'    .  when  he  was  himfelf  baptized;  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  andrefeoC' 

^               and  we  arc  told,  that  thcfe  illuf-  ment  againft    their  ^treachey, 

«.          ^  .  tlioos  converts  did,  by  his  con-  failed  diredlyagsnnft  them,  ttl 

.    t  fent,    depute  .Father    Michael  drave  them  from  that iflaad,  if 

j^(?>fftOjRtfjn^,tppay  afilialobe-  we  Q^fHhaire  farther OQcafiantt 

.    .  dience  to  the  holy  fee  in  their  fiieW. 

names.    -    •       /    \ 

,      '  '  ' '  HeWEVBR, 
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,  However,  there  .wf re,  befides  thofe  two,  fomc  others  who  Th  CM* 
^j^earedinarms  at  the  fame  time  for  the  new  .C&'«^  monarch j  ncfe«.^ 
il^tlcularly  the  viceroy  of  Kyang-Ji^  who  fliook  off  the  yofce,7«f^'^«^  . 
^d  defeated  the  Tartars  in  feveral  engagements.    Soon  after,  ^^'i^v   , 
iiis  there  appeared  two  other  chiefis  in  the  nortbm  partSy 
me  named  Ho\  and  the  oth^  Kyang^  each  at  .the  head  of  a. 
[umerous  army  which  they  had  newly  raifed.  ..  The  firft  HoV/k- 
jnarched  direAIy  into  the  province  of  Shetvfiy  and  made  himn;r^  / «  .     . 
^  mailer  of  fdme  confiderable  cities  in  that  province ;  and  Shen-fi, 
lie  other,  following  hini  into  it- with  an  army  of-i40,ood^      f    ,.  ^ 
iorfe,    and  a  much,  greater  number  of  foot,  defeated  the,    , , 
Y'artarsm  two  engagements ;  and  threw  them  into  fuch  a^ 
panic,   that  they  dared,  riot  appeax.apy  mor^  in^-thcT  field.  .,    .L.^ 

tet  thi^  did  not  deter  the  reft  of  them  from  pufhing  on  their ;      \       ;/, 
good  fortune ;  for  they  made  a  fccond  attempt  on  thetCitjr.  '  ^^ 

if  5i&fltt-^/«^,  where, th^Ctm^mop^chjrplkled  and  which;:     ^    •  '^1;^ 
made  fo  vigorous  a  defence,.  tha|:  tjifiy..we  obliged  to  abux-  .  .  *^ 

ion  it.     They  met-  a  fec(w4  ^^P^W.^^  ^^^  frontiers  of  thcf  TAr  Tar^'^* 
province,  whithdr  ihj^]' Chinife  nion^t^, had  gone  tp  mjcet  tars ^<w 
them,  and  was  the  firft.  that;, bad,  ihp  ,cc^i^e  to  do  fo  during  refmlfid.    . 
llus  war,  and  gave  the^a  a  freih'drffatv    But  tfic  mofl  dread-  Chang*    ,^ 
Ehl  general  that  took  up  ^cni$.  agaiflft  them  was  c«^e.  named  hyen-       ! 
thang-Jjyen-changy  who  afted  mbr§  like  a  devil  incarnate  than  changV 
a  Chineje  chief,  making  the  flaoff  4i:eadful  havock  ip  the  weft-  dreadful  .^ 
ill  provinces;  and,  after  having  e^cercifed  the  moft  horrid ''^'^*f^^\\ 
cruelties  in  thofe  of  JJo-nariy  Kyang-nariy  and  Kyang-Ji^  turned 
his  wholefury  againft  that  ofSe-cbwen,  where  he  committed, 
dtie  mofl  unheardrX)f  putrages  anfl  Jbarb^ities  (Z).;  and  did 
.'  -^.  .  .. .     ,  _'  , .  .  not 

.  (Z)    This  monftro^:  brute,  the  title  of  emperor.    A  little 

^o  could  be  aifible  to  none  after»- double  the  number  of  H* 

>^!it  bis  fol4iers^  with  whom  he  terati,  whom  he  pretended  to 

Would  converfe  and  caroafe  with  amfolt'  about  fome  afairs,  were 

great  familiarity,  pat  the  king  likewife  butchered,  on  pretetice 

^  Ching^tthfu^  the  metropolis  that  they,  by  their  fophiftry  and 

of  Se-cSfwen,  to  death,  though  fctbtjeties,  ftirred  up  the  people  - 

3ie  W9S  a  prince  of  the  Jail  clir-  to  rebel*.  Being  abobtto  depart^ 

mfi .  dynaily  j  and,  wbere*cver  ftomChing^tu-fu^  he  ordered  all 

%e  conquered,  he  governed  with  the  inhabitants  to  be  led  out  of 

fi|chatyraanicfway,that  ifany  that  city  in  chains,  aiid  to  be^ 

ifian  committed  a  fault,  though  mailkcred-  in  the  ^el^s,  tothe 

ever  fo  fmall,  he  caufed  him,  number  of  60,000 ;    and  did 

and  all  the  peojiJe  that  lived  not  leaye  that  province  till  he 

in  thefame  ftreet,  fo  be  put  to  had  burnt  its  capital,  and  fcve- 

4iath.     He  cauf^bd  5000  eu-  ral  other  confiderable  drib.  He 

auehs  to  be  murdered, -beeaafe'  was^nb^lafs  cruelto  his  own,^ 

Pucof  them  rcfufed  to  give  him  troops,  ordering  them  tb  kiU* 

.':  their 
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•Mt  ibi^'lt  ffl  lie  had  bttrm  the  c^I^,  ^i)  dthSr  ^S^ 

g^itfft/tl/Bi^^iMd[9ifett''fi,  wlrtie  ht  wtw  "prepsaing  to  jg^ve  the  Tar&if^^ 

TuXMh.  \igm.    He  wis  tdready  g^ft  near  khar  ^^rtny  when  lie  *i(^. 

t«IHt,  Ifak't^i  #aitior8  utrere  feen  lipotk  the  'bill^ ;  np6h  Hv^S^ 

M  #biit  ^  Tiftw  thttti,  trtftotft  ftai:^g  to  plat  on  diAer  lii- 

tikit  br  inivzk  ;  fctft  was  fcarcely  got  id  figKt  tf  tliem,  bcfeW. 

Sbotro      '^^^^^^s*  fl**  throng  the  heart  wim  kn  airf 6w.     tas  army  ^ 

i^tfli,  ^»4f  "f^^M  ^^^  "dKpttkd ;  and  ih6  people  of  that  province,  is^^ 

his  arm;     tUt^fAfks  fre^  from  the  danges*  of  tlAt  bickxty  moi)^; 

iij^€rfei.    rtWily  received  the  txiYttchy  arid  fixbtaStted  tiiemifelv^  to 

tnCMs; 

Wr  Tar-  ' ^*T>  liy  thS  thAc,  fo  many  ill  ftrcceltefs  obliged  the  T^tHTj^ 
tart  it«w  td'IAVe  t^tetirfe  lo  ftra'tagdm  \  and  partly  by  bribes,  rewxir^ 
ncourfi  to  aii8  pi'otaiffi^,  and  partly  bV  fowing  ditiilons  and  jealooS^ 
jiratagem,  atton^  tfcfi  €5Wn^  xtohitoaMers  twhiA  laft  proved  the  mA 
and  regain  efRftttrfJ,  regained  hi  a4fe^  yeai-^  all  the'placeis  they  hadloJ^ 
thdrUUft^  ^flibftfiggd  the  0i\Hefs,  fortes  to  fijbmfe.'  As  for  the  a^^of 
4SltekW/^,  !t  !isSi  ihffii'ed  fo  mndihy  A^t  tune,  dia^,  upoa 
Sha&.  •  t»f  7av-f4>^i  beftegiti)^  ft  4f5P60i,  TtnifigAye,  AcTt  being  in  a  d^- 
king-^.  ^feft^O'deftftd  It  iagiinff  thtit  po^retfii  iUtny,  found  Kmffitf 
rendi/a,  bbUftgd'  td  abandoii  it  tb  ttieih,  apd  to  riidre  into  the  provfaci 
•     bf  '^mrfrg-^t  *ttd  ift^rward^  into  that  of  ili^->Mtn. 

-^^E  year  after  tKi  rediiftibti  of  Can-fdh.  wfilch  wis  tte 
t4i^^»^cJSghth  -olF  the  feVerii?5r*thif 3  fcyde,  di«l  thie  great  J^- 


Prince  , 

vanV 
dtatb. 


tJl*if  #WH',  betattfe  iliey  Were 
all  ^Kimhtmu  itt  d^  of  W^  r 
aiKifet  them,  an  example,  by 
catting  the  throats  of  three  han- 
dled Df;his  own,  referring  only 
tvi^n^r,  to  wait  ea  the  thret 
queens  (53).       .        .- 

..  As  he  preteiaded  to  ht  a  gfteat 
friei|d  to  the  Cbriilians^  hfe 
boafted  to  ftntie  of  the  mfion- 
arie^  thaft  he  had  deftro)^ 
20,000  bonaas^  on  a^cotm^  of 
Qhe.  of  jchat  .order  having,  hitfed . 
aperjfeeilti^n  ag<^nft  t]iiBin.steU<< . 
iog  {We  ef  thofe  fathers,  Jthaft 
the  {j9rd  if  bttv^^  bad.fivt  Bhn 
to;  pitni/b  thpjk  mfcrekntr^  koohtf 
'  hnJ  imended  i9  tnke  Am^.  their 


li^es.  irke  ifa^Ehd  adtiior  adifi 
( 54y,  that*fc  profeMTed  lW:h  t 
veneration  for  the  law  of  Chrii^ 
that  he  promifed,  when  he  came 
totheiemptre^  m  ere€l  aiik%- 
mficene,  temj^le  to  Ood.  9%l 
this  he  hath  been  repreft&fii 
by  a  lite  iii{;bnio)i&  writer -^  it 
a;  pcrfon  t)f  Jewj^  elctl-ad,  for 
danmng  a  cotaihiffiM  fttntk  Go] 
fnr  tdl  hk  tiiarders  and  vit^ 
lainibt,  and  ftyl^  thie  emM 
QtmfhminAi  asbeing;iilhi9o]^ 
iA>h»  {^  i%kt  th«  cSi^Mh^  M 
Rffm  ;  IrA  Vi.>H:h  What  j<^ftii€% 
or  n«krd  either  to  thb  iftw  ^ 
gofpel,  lit  the  trader  judge. 
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Ef^x^y  uncle  and  gaardiaoto  the  young  Tartat  monarch  j»^2m-  Afi,  Or. 
cbi^  to  the  great  regret  not  only  of  tlie  whde  court,  and  Ta^-     «^5  *  * 
ti^r  nation,  but  of  the  fubdued  Chmefe  alfo,  among  whom  he 
tiras  highly  efteemed  for , his  gentle  treatment  bf,  and  fingular 
humanity  towards,  them  ;  fo  that  he  might  be  juftly  looked 
apon  as  the  chief  perfon  who  fixed  the  Tartar  family  now 
reigning  upon  the  throne.    His  brother,  who  had  a  finall 
fovcreignty  in  the  fouthef n  provinces,  claimed  a  right  to  the 
gaardianfhip  of  the  yonng  emperor ;  but  he  being  then  foiir-  Shun-chi 
teen  years  old,  and  married  to  a  daughter  of 'the  prince  6i  takes  tbt 
the  weftern  Tartars,  that  claim  was  oppofed  by  ail   the  '"^"^  ^f 
grandees,  and  the  young  monarch  deemed  Capable  of  govern- ^^^^" 
Ing  alone.     They  evencaufed  the  enfigns  of  their  rei^eftivc  ^?*^??** 
dignities  to  be  hung  at  the  gates  of  the  palace  5  protefting,      ■^^-^* 
that  they  would  receive  them  again  from  no  other  hands  than 
thofe  of  Shun-chi.    As  foon  as  it  wfas  refolvcd  that  he  ftiould  Gixim  thg 
take  upon  himfelf  the  reins  of  government,  the  young  mon-  ^^t*  9f 
arch  did  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  could  not  fail  of  gaining  the  ^^'  ^^" 
hearts  of  all  his  fubjefts.    Inflead  of  (hutting  himfelf  lip  in      .•" 
the  imperial  palace,  as  was  the  cuflom  of  the  Chinefi^  empe- 
rcnrs,  he  b^an  his  reign^withfhewing  himfelf  in  public,  and 
Saving  free  accefs  to  his  perfon.    But  what  charmed  the  Chi- 
nefe  nation  above  all  things,  was,  his  extreme  moderation, 
and  the  fingular  and  unhoped-for  regard  which  he  paid  to  < 
their  antient  laws  and  government ;  in  which,  contrary  to  the 
ufual  cuflom  of  other  conquerors,  he  did  not  make  any  alter- 
ation, except  in  a  few  .particular  cafes ;  and  would  not  fo 
much  as  permit  them  to  learn  the  Tartarian  language  with- 
out his  fpecial  licence.    He  alfo  retained  then-  fix  Tupreme  tri^ 
jbnnals,  but  would  admit  them  to  fit  no-where  but  at  Pe^ 
hng  i  and  ordered  that  there  fhould  be  a  Tartar  as  well  as  a 
Chinefe  prefident  in  each  of  them,  and  that  thofe  of  Nan- 
king fhould  be  fupprefled. 

He  continued  to  beflow  the  government  of  provinces  and  ISbeaifiti   . 
cities  on  the  literati;  but  abolifhed  that  abominable  ^r^f^^xfime  grt^ 
of  thdr  examiners,  of  licenfing  perfons  for  money  who  were  ahufu. 
not  duly  qualified  for  it.    He  even  condemned  thirty-fix  of 
the  former  to  be  beheaded  for  that  male  praftice,  and  caufed 
the  latter  to  undergo  a  frefti  examination ;  pardoning  thofe 
who  were  found  qualified  for  their  degrees,  and  banifhing 
the  refl,  with  their  families,  into  Tartary,  which  is  fince  be- 
come the  common  place  of  exile  for  great  offenders  ;  as  the 
propcreft  meaqs  of  peopling  thofe  vaft  defarts  is,  that  the  chil- 
dren who  are  bom  there  may  more  effeftually  contraft  a  na- 
tural conformity  to  the  mafihers  and  difpofition  of  the  Tkr- 
'tars^    With  regard  to  the  Chincfi  troops,  which,  upon  their 
'  Mod,  Hj*t-  Vol.  VII^.  1  i  fub- 
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Fs^odkrs    (nhxAKKfOf  were  incorporated  with  his  own,  though  heljefe^  ^ 

#Ar  Chi-   s^  gipeat  many  of  their  own  oificers  to  command  tton,  cm|  . 

.  wfe.         ciaUy  if  they  were  cither  wdi  (killed  in  the  martial  difdpw^r 

or  were  defcended  from  conilderable  families,  in  which  k" 

cafe  they  were  rather  a  kind  of  hoftagcs  to  him  ;  but  M 

commonly  fet  fome  of  his  ovmTartars  over  them.     And* 

to  civil  employments,  he  was  flill  lefs  fcrupulous;  andkl 

fuch  of  the  Chine/Cf  as  were  found  qualified  for  them, 

thdm,  as  they  had  under  their  native  princes ;  or  even 

them  to  fome  of  the  highefi,  if  their  defert  intitkddicmttr 

it ;  though  he  frequently  fouad^occafion  to  leflen  thi^  €S»' 

. .  bitant  power,  and  in  fome  cafes  to  reduce  it  to  a*  mere  hofio- 

xary  tit]^.    But  iUll  all  this  was  done  with  fo  much  caiukar 

and  judgment,  as  plainly  (hewed  thofe  neceflary  alteradonso 

t)e  more  for  the  conimon  gooid  of  the  empire  than  the  if^ 

port  of  his  government. 

Lovij  and      SHUN-CHi  was  no  Icfs  efteemed  for  his  love  of  learnu^' 

ittiwrages  and  the  great  progrefs  he  had  made  in  (everal  of  the  fcicncc^ 

karmng.    even  much  beyond  his  years,  as  well  as  for  the  kind  recepdoft 

Uufsfa"  which  learned  men  met  with  from  him  and  his  court.  Amoag 

w«rr  9n    thofe  who  were  moflf  in  his  favour,  was  Father  Adarfi  SchaJk 

tbiJiJuitSi  of  whom  we  have  had  occafion  to  fpeak,  on  another  accoufit^ 

/^'^*'     and  whom  he  always  honoured  with  the  title  of  Ma-fa^  or 

karb  *«     My  father.    We  need  not  repeat  here  the  vafl  improvemeaH 

Scbaal      ^^^^  ^^  Cbinefe  obfervatory,  and  aftronomical  and  other 

fchools,  received  from  that  learned  Jefuit,  and  others  of  his 

fociety,^  under  that  monarch,   who  made  him  prefidentrf 

.  the  tribunal  of  the  mathematics,  that  he  might  reform  th@r 

afhonomy  and  calendar,  ;tnd  deprived  tht  MoAammedans'd 

that  dignity,  after  they  had  been  in  poflefliQn  of  it  abow 

TwoCbri''  300  years.     The  intereft  which  the  extraordinary  lean% 

Jfian         of  thofe  mi(rionaries  gained  them  at  the  imperial  court,  & 

churches     not  a  litde  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  Ghriftianity  thcK^ 

luilt  ifihh  efpeciaDy,  as  Father  Schaal  had  this  fpecial  privilege  grantrf 

capita!,      to  him,  of  prefenting  his  petitions  into  his  own  hands,  without 

pofling  through  the  u&al  examinatioQ  of  the  tribunals ;  infih 

much  that  two  hand.fome  churches  were  built  at  Pe-king,  bj 

the  authority  and  proteftion  of  tjie  emperor. 

AnAaJfy         FiVE  years  after  Shun-chi  had  taken  the  reins  of  the  empire 

from  the    into  his  hands,  arrived  the  firft  ambafly  from   the  czar,  or 

€%ar  un-  ,  grand  duke  of  Mitfcovyy  to  Tiim ;  which,  however,  did  not 

fuictfifuL  meet  with  a  favourable  recepdon,  the  ambafTador  refufing  to 

.<:omply  with  the  ^Ai/zi?/^  ceremonies.'    Next  to  that,  airiv^d 

.  one  from  Holland ;   which  did  not  prove  more  fuccefaful, 

though  this  was  ;;ather  owing  to  .the  iallueace;Which  the  Je- 
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fmts  then  had,  then  over  the  emperor,  than  to  the  Dutch  ft* 
'faiitig  to  fubmit  to  the  formalities  of  the  Chirufe  court. 

THRfeE  'years  ^ter,  Ching-ching-kong^  alias  Coxinga,  who  Coxinga 
iiad  been  left  commander  of  the  numerous  fleet  belongibg  to  ^ffi^gfs 
his  father,  after  having  contented  himfelf,  for  fome  time,  with  ^*°- 
making  incuriions,  and' plundering  the  coafts  of  Ciina^  came,  ^^^Z* 
at  length,  and*  bcfieged  the  city  of  Nan-kingy   with  about 
.3000  fhips.  •  A  council  of  war  being  called,  by  the  viceroy 
'  o€  the  province,  who  was  a  young  Chinefe  mandarin,  a  Tartar 
chief  declared,  that  it  could  not  be  defended,  unlefs  its  nu- 
merous inhabitants  were  deftroyed.     Upon  which  the  youi^ 
governor  bravely  replied,  '*  If  that  be  the  cafe,  you  mull  be- 
**  gin  the  butchery  with  me ;"  which  flopped  the  Tartar's 
mouthy  and  faved  the  livesx)f  fome  myr^iads  of  citizens.    The 
liege  had  gone  oh  about  three  weeks,  when  Coxinga's  birth- 
day caufed  an  univerfal  rejoicing  through  the  b^fiegers  camp, 
^which  lafted  three  whole  days ;    during  which,  there  was 
nothing  feen  but  feafting,  cajoufing,  and  all  manner  of  di- 
verfions.    When  the  befieged  came  to  be  apprifed  of  it,,  they 
unanimouny  agreed  to  fally  out  upon  them,  with  all  poiSble 
filence,  about  midnight,  and  found  them  all  drowned  in  fleep,  ^"  ^^^p 
and  fo  overconie  with  wine,  that  they  eafdy  (urprifed  them,  A'/''i^^» 
and  deftroyed  about  3000  of  them,  and  forced  the  reft  to  ^^  his 
flee,  with  all  h^fte,  to  their  fhips,  leaving  thdr  camp,  pro-  ^^ff-^L^^j. 
vifions,  and  baggage,  behind.     To  repair  this  Ipfs  and  dif-  igCg^J  ' 
grace,  he  ordered  his  fleet  to  fail  immediately  after  that  of       *    ' 
the  Tartars f  and  engaged  it  with  fuch  defperatc  fury,  that  Succefs 
he  fonk  and  took  a  great  number  of  their  fliips ;  and  haviug  againft  the 
put  the  reft  to  flight,  cut  off  the  nofes  and  ears  of  his  pri-  Tartars. 
foners,  and  fet  them  on  fliore,  to  the  number  of  4000.    All 
thefe  unfortunate  wretches  were,  foon  after,  put  to  death, 
under  pretence  that  they  ought  to  have  died  fword  in  hand, 
but  in  reality  to  conceal  the.fhame  of  that  defeat. 

COXING  jy  after  thi»  vidlory,  thought  it  dangerous  to 
return  to  Chinay  where  the  Tartar  daily  gained  ground,  and 
b^^  to  think  of  executing  what  he  had  threatened  againft  the 
Dttteh ;  and,  in  the  year  1661,  and  feventeenth  of  Shun-chl^s  Sails  to 
rdgn,.  fet  faU  direftly  towards  the  ifland  of  Formofay  with  a  Formofa, 
fleet  of  900  fail,  and  took  the  iflands  pf  Pen-gu  and  Tay-rwan 
in  his  way,  the  Dutch  not  having  had  time  to  fortify  them- 
felves  in  either  of  them ;  fo  that  they  furrendered  to  him,  On 
his  firft  appearance  (B).     He  left  100  of  his  ftiips  there,  to 

guard 

(B)  The  Z)i(;/tt&,.who,  as  was    an  alliance  with  Chiug-ehing- 
luill^  a  little  higher,  had  made    long  his  father,  and  paid  him 
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guard  tfaem,  and  with  the  reft  went  and  belieg^  Fcrmoff, 
the  Dutch  made  fuch  a  ftout  defence  a^ainft  him  widi 
cannon,  that  he  began  to  defpair  of  maftermg  them,  as  he 
brought  no  artillery  againft  them.    On  the  other  hand, 
was  afraid,  if  the  liege  lafted  too  long,  kft  they  fbould 
to  Batavia  for  a  reinforcement,  and  force  him  to  rail 
and  if  he  was  drove  thence^  he  knew  not  wher^  to  fix 
all  which  obliged  him  to  purfue  it,  at  all  events.    At  1 
fortune  fo  far  favoured  him,  that,  after  four  months, 
were  fojx«d  to  furrender  to  him,   for  want  of  pro? 
They  were,  however,  fuffcred  to  carry  off  their  eflfefts 
them,  whilft  he  difperfed  his  troops  all  over  that  part 
iettlt*  his  iQand  which  is  now  pofleffed  by  the  Chinefe,  and  ofta 
■'•^  /'*^'  his  new  kingdom  there.     From  this  time  that  ifland 
^ ' V^  a  new  fece,  every  thing  there  being  fettled  after  the  Ck 

1662.    ^"'*"    *^  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^°8  ^^  ^"-i^  *^^  ^  ^^^  kingdom, 
J)ies  Md  ^^^  "^  about  a*  year  after,  and  left  it  to  his  fon  Chmg^ 
Ufucctidid^fMy^  ^ho,  having  been  bred  up  to  fhidy,  took  little  c 
hy  hisfw 


if. 


ChiBg^   ,  U  ttibnte  of  }o,ooo  crowns  for 
king.         their  liberty,  atcofe  his  fon  of 
treachery,  and  of  coming  upon 
them  unawares ;  fo  that,  trad- 
ing on  the  treaty  between  them, 
they   had   taken   no  care  to 
firengthen  themfelves.  And  yet, 
it  is  plain,  by  their  own  con- 
fef&on  and  behaviour,  that  they 
were  confcioas  of  having  done 
fomething  to  incur  his  anger, 
feeing  they  conceived  fuch  an 
apprehenfion  at  foAe  of  his  na- 
val prcpal^tiOns,  that  they  fent 
him  a  frefli  ambafly,  to  know 
whether  he  intended  peace  or 
.  war  with  them.    The  ambigu- 
ous, anfwer  he  gave  to  them, 
ifhat  nvhen  he  looked  towards  one 
foint  of  the  compafs^  he  defigned 
to  ftter  towards  another^  with- 
out explaining  himfelf  further 
as  to  tfieir  qoeftion,  did  no  lefs 
'  alarm  them ;  fo  that  h^  was  far 

enough  from  finding  them  fo 
unprovided,  as  they  pretend. 

As  to  the  caufe  of  his  treat- 
ing them  in  that  hoflile  and  fe- 
Vere  manuer,  thoagh  Ike/  vdX 


us  nothing  of  it ;  but  iepiefti 
his  cafe  as  defperate,  andW| 
as  having  no    place  to  ttk 
fandbiary  in,  and  fecure  Ufl 
felf  againft  the  refeBtment  I 
the  Uartars^  but  his  xnsiil 
himfelf  mailer  of  thofe  T&ask 
yet,  if  we  may  believe  0^ 
relations,  they  will  tell  tts,dfl 
they  had  given  him  the|ittt 
caufe^of  wrecking  aUi^fl! 
againft  them,  feemg  they  k 
intercepted  fome  part  of  % 
fleet,  in  which  he  had  feat  aft 
ney  and  provifions,  to  pay  W 
of  his  forces  in  the  nortn-caitat 
provinces,  who  were  in  the ^ 
moft  want  of  both,  and  m 
adually  abandon  hiui«  <^ 
their  hearing  of  thofe  Wpi* 
ing  feized ;   by  which  difip* 
pointment,   his  condition  WH 
become   indeed    as  de/penrt^, 
as  they  fay,  and  he  had* 
other  refource  left,  butatoaj 
to  go  and  avenge  himfelf « 
their  treachery,  and  to  forttjf 
himfelf,  and  his  few  Kwm^ 
forces,  la  diat  lAaad. 
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improve  what  his  fath^  had,  with  fo  much  pains,  acquired* 
This  indolence  did  not  a  little  cool  the  zeal  and  courage  of 
his  people  for  fome  time,  till  a  new  occafion  revived  their  nuu*-* 
tial  fpirit,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  fequel. 

6t  this  time  the  Tartars  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  conp 
tincnt,  that  they  had  reduced  moft  of  their  oppofers.  Neither 
had  Shun-cU  any  competitor  to  the  imperial  crown,  but  the 
unfortunate  Toung-iye ;  and  he  had  been  driven  out  of  Chitia, 
and  taken  fanftuary  at  the  court  of  Pe-gtf,  where  he  ftill  was 
honoured  with  the  title  of  emperor.    The  kingdqnj  of  P^-gu 
being  contiguous  to  the  proiance  of  Tun-nan,  and  Skun-f^i,    ' 
ham^  reafon^  to  fear  fome  frefli  difturb,ances  from  thence, 
fent  iome  troops  thitherward,  with  a  threatening  letter  to  t^iq 
iqng  of  Pe-gUf  that,  if  he  did  not  deliver  up  the  fugitive 
pnnoe,  he  would  put  his  kingdom  to  fire  and  {word.     Upon 
which  that  monarch,  not  being  in  a  condition  to  cope^with  Younfl^ 
him,  immediately  furrendered  him,  with  his  whole  family,  tq  lye  Mi^ 
iktTartarSf  who  condufted  him  to  Pe-king,  where  he  was  'uertdnp 
quickly  after  ftrangled.     As  to  the  two  queens,  his  mother,  to  Shua- 
and  confort,  who  were  brought  back  with  him,   they  had  chi. 
each  a  feparate  apartment  allotted  them,  in  the  royal  palace,  ^^Tf^^^f\ 
whcte  they  were  honourably  treated,  and  lived  and  died  \xi^fi^.^^'' 
the  Chriftian  fisdth,  which  they  had  b«en  converted  t<jL  by 
Father  School. 

The  fame  year  proved  fatal  to  the  emperor,  who.  fell  paf-  Shun-chi 
fioaately  ia  love  with  a  young  married  lady;  and  having  ufed  mafrhs  a 
her  hu(band,    a  young  Tartar  lord,   with  fome  indignity,  J'oijwff 
which  brcrfce  his  heart,  foon  after  raifed  his  widow  to  the  'widow. 
imperial  dignity.     He  had  afterwards  a  fon  by  her,  whofe 
birth  was  celebrated  with  the  greateft  magnificence ;  but  the  jj^^  ixttf- 
chHd  dying  ia  three  months,  aqd  the  mother  foon  after,  ^Xfi^oe^itf 
monarch,  upon  the  news  of  it,  was  feized  with  fuch  grief,  at  her 
that  he  fnatched  a  fword,  and  would  have  killed  himfelf,  had  deatb^ 
not  his  mother  and  eunuchs  prevented  it.     He  ordered  after- 
WU'ds  that  thirty  men  fliould  voluntarily  facrifice  their  livies 
to  her  maaes,  after  the  Tartarian  cuftqm,  a  ceremqny  jjwftly 
abhorred  by  the  Chinefe,  and  flnce  aboliihed  by  his  fucceflbr. 
He  caufed  her  body  to  be  burned  on  a  magnificent  pile,  and, 
with  a  flood  of  tears,  gathered  up  her  afhes  into  a  f^ver  urn. 
After  which,  he  gave  himfelf  up"  to  grief,  and  to  the  (uper-.  jji^fick' 
ftitipns  of  the  bonzaic  feft,  which  he  ufed  formerly  to  treat  nefi,  and 
With  contempt,  and,  in  a  few  days,  was  reduced  to  fuch.  A^^er<6!. 
extremity,  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of.     Father  School^ 
for  whom  he  had  always  had  fo  great  an  efleem,  waited  upon 
him,  and  fbrovc  all  he  could  to  diyert,  or  reafqn,  him  oi^t  of 
\i%  deep  n^elancholy,  bv  t  in  vain ;  he  heard  all  he  had  tq 
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fay  vdth  patience,  forbade  him  to  kned  to-  hiiii»  aod.] 
him  drinjc  tea  with  him,  and,  with  his  ufual  ksad]]ci%^ 
mifled  him ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  g<Mie,  ordered  fourl 
o'f  his  court  to  draw  near  to  him,  and,  in  their  prefence 
cufed  himfelf  of*  a  great  variety  of  faults  he  had  beenj 
of,  during  his  government;  fuch  as,  his  ingratitude 
moft  faithful  minifters,  his  difregard  to  the  counfels  of  I 
mother,  his  avarice  and  idle  expences  in  vain  curioiides^J 
aifeAion  tOithe  eunuchs,  and  inordinate  paffion  for  thr)| 
queen,'  and'  the  affliftions  which  he  had  occafiooed  taJ 
people.     After  this,    he  appointed   them  guardiads  taj 
youngeft   fon  Kang-hi^   whom  he  declared  his   ivaxxT 
though  then  but  eight  years  old ;  then  caDing  for.  his  imp 
mantle,  he  put  it  on,  and  fhrunk  himfelf  in  his  bed,  &)i 
Death.      i^^^  /  ig^yg  y^^ .  ^nd  expired  in  an  inftant,  in  the  i 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  feventeenth  of  his  reign,     y 
next  morning,  the  bonzas  were  all  driven  out  of  the  \ 
and  the  corpfe  of  the  deceased  emperor  was  iaclofed 
Raog-hi   magnificent  coffin;  and  the  day  after,  Kang-hi  mounted  j 
^^f^^    throne,  and  received  the  homage  of  all  the  gi^odees  of  \ 
^^^r-     empire. 

II«  .        11/  KANG'HI  was  not  only  endowed  with  all^the  | 
^*°^'^A#  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  could  render  him  worthy  of,  and  an  or— 
nmaastbe  ^^^  the  imperial  diadem,  but  was  likewife  very,  happy  i 
JfUrChr  ^^^^  D^ble  guardians,  who  made  it  their  chief  ftudy  tt 
i66a>  '  ^^^^ '  ^^^  empire  in  a  peaceable  and  flouriiluag  cond 
They  began  with  driving  all  the  eunuchs  out  of  the  p 
except  looo,  whom  they  kept  only  to  be  e^nployed/i 
Tfiwns  on  loweft  offices  of  it.     They  next  publiihed.an  edi^ 
the/ea-     manding  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-cpafts,   on  ^pa 
€oafls  it'    death,    to  leave  their  dwellings,   and  to  retire,    and 
ftroyiid,      themfelves,    three  leagues  diftance  from  the^fea; 
which  all  the  maritime  cities,  towns,  and  fortreflcs, 
be  demolifhed,  and  all  commerce  by  fea  abfokitely  forlxd. 
this  means,  the  power  of  the  great  fea  commaoder  Ch 
ching-kong  was  indeed  gready  im^^ed;  but  it  dc  lefsj 
'    fefted  the  fifliing  trade  of  the  fubjefts ;  fo  that  an  ir"^" 
number  of  families,  who  wholly  fubfifted.by  it,  were  re 
to  want. 

Sincere  After  this,  came  forth  a  fevere  edift  againft  the  Chri- 

eMB  ftian  converts,  all  whofe  churches  were  demolifhed  ;  and  the 

^ainft  fbe  city  of  Ma-kau  in  danger  of  fliaring.  the  fame  fote,  had  not 

Ckri/ianf.  Father  Schaal,  whofe  intereft  at  court  was  ftill  very  great, 

prevented  it,  by  employing  all  his  fiiends  there  to  procure  to 

that  city  an  exempdon  from  the  gener^  edift  againft  Chri- 

ftianity.    For  this,  he,  and  three  mpre  of  the  fame  fodety, 

*^  ^ -    -         ^,rcre, 
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ifere,  fome  time  after,  imprifoned,  and  loaded  with  Ircmd 
and  infamy,  upon  the  petition  of  one  j5f  thip  literati  to  the  re- 
gency, in  which  both  the  mifflonaries  and  their  religion  were 
reprefcnted  in  the  njoft  odious  colours,  and  both^  in  a  fliort 
time, '  totally  fupprefled,  4s  we  have  already  (hewn,  in  a  for- 
mer feftion  ^.  • 

In  the  fifth  year  of  Kang-hPs  reign,  died  the  great  SQ^i,  So-ni  the^ 
chief  of  the  four  regents ;  when  the  young  emperor,  taking  chief  re- 
the  government  into  his  own  hands,  began  to  give  eminent  i?^^^'*'^- 
tokens  of  that  great  reputation  which  he  afterwards  acquired  ^^^*^"^* 
Coring  the  fequel  of  his  reign,  the  moft  glorious  and  flourifh-  ^1    J^ 
ing  that  ever  was.     Soon  after  the  death  of  that  regent,  came     ,55-  ^' 
pn  thedifgrace  of  Su'ka-ma^  the  next  in  credit  to  him,  agalnft  Su-ka-ma 
whom  were  exhibited  twenty  articles  of  accufation.     Vfontbificond 
which  his  eflfefts  were  confifcated,  and  a  moil  cruel  knttnc^  regentjMf' 
pronounced  againft  him ;  which  w^s,  however,  fo  far  miti-  graced^ani 
jgated  by  the  emperor,  that  he  was  only  ftrang^edi  feven  of /«'  *o 
Ws  children  beheaded,   and  his  third  Ion  cut  into  pieces.  ^^^^* 
Which  fevere  punifhment  was  looked  upon^  by  the  Chriftians 
there,  ^as  juftly  deferved  by  him,  for  the  ill  offices  he  had 
privately  done  to  them,  arid  their  religion.    About,  two  years  Porta- 
after,    arrived  the  Portitguefe  ambaffadors  at    the   Ciine/e  gntCe  aifi^ 
court,  and  met  with  an  honourable  reception;   which  did^^^^^ 
not  a.  little  contribute  to  the  eftablifhment  of  that  nation '^f^^ '"'- 
lit  the  city  of  Ma-kau.     On  the  next  year,    Father  Fer-  ^^^'^' 
Ueft^  who  had  been  ordered  to-^xamine  all  the  faults  in  the  ^fi^^''^  ' 
Cbinefe  calendar,  made  by  the  fucceflbr  of  Father  Schaal^,  in        7^' 
the  chair  of  prefident  of  the  mathematics,  was  promoted  lo 
that  place ;  and  the  other,  named  Tang-qnang-fyen^  who  had 
fet  all  the  bonzas  ^xA-MohaTYtmeddns  againft  the  Chriftian 
religion,  was  not  only  turned  out  of  it  with  difgrace,  but 
p^en  condemned  to  die,  on  account  of  the  imany  blunders  that  fathen 
were  found  in  his  calendar,     Verbiefiy  who  did  at  the  feme  Vcrbief|. 
time  inftruft  the  youiig  emperor  in  the  mathematics  for  viboxi/t  pleads  for 
i&ve  months,  made  ufe  of  all  his  intereft  with  that  monarch  />^^  Cbrif- 
to  reftqre  the  Chriftians  to  his  favonr,  by  reprefenting  to  him  ^^^"^^ 
the  injuftice  of  thofe  calumnies  that  had  been  raifed  againft 
them;  but  all  he  could,  obtain  was  the  rf calling  of  the  mif- 
Sfionaries,  and  a  declaration  from  the  aflembly  of  n^lndarins, . 
|hat  the  Ghriftian  religion  taught  nothing  that  was  ^il,'  op' 
tending  to  fedition :  however,  they  were  exprefly  forbid  to-   ' 
jjuild  any  churches,  and  the  Ciinefe  to  embrace  Chriftianity,    y.fan- 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  Kang-hVs  reign,  U-farttghey,  who  ghcy  re- 
}uid  invited  the  Tartars  into  China,  to  fupprefs  the  rcvolte;'§  'volfs. 

«  Yi^^  ^W^>  ?'  ^29,  &  feq..  &  J31,  &  fe^. 
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Jft.  Ctr.  there,  and  had  been  fiocc  made  a  tributary  fi3Yer^;ii  of  t 
i   1674.     finjdl  principality^  as  has  been  eUewhere  hinted,   being  hy 
this  dme  become  ftrong  enoogh,  not  only  to  make  him&if 
independent,  but  to  deliver  his  country  from  their  yoke,  hii 
already  taken  fuch  meafures,  as  gave  the  court  no  fmall  fin 
fpicion  of  his  intendons.    He  was  thereupon  invited  by  the 
emperor  to  come  thither ;  but  fent  back  his  deputies  with 
Jnfwir  H  thb  anfwer,  That  he  dtfigned  not  to  come  thither,  unlefs  im 
tbeemfe^    company  of  80,000  men ;   and,  as  foon  as  they  were  gone, 
^*^*  made  a  public  declaration  of  his  defign.    He  had  inade  Urn* 

felf  mafter  of  the  provinces  of  Tun-nan^  Se-chwen^   ^f9* 
chew^  and  part  of  Hu^quang ;  and,  which  is  a  mark  of  Ae 
imperial  prerogative,  had  lent  die  Chinefe  calendar  to  die 
neighbouring  princes,  and,  among  the  reft,  to.  the  king  df 
Tong'kittg,  who  all  refufisd  it,  and  fent  it  back  tp  tbe  cm* 
pcrof ;  upon  which  U-fan-ghey's  fon,   then  at  ocnirl,  w« 
His  ftrong  Condemned  to  be  beheaded.    Soon  after  this,  the  kings  of 
mliiM<e  i    Fo'kyen  and  ^uang-tong  did  likewife  declare  war  agginfi  tbe 
Tartars^  and  were  joined  by  Ching-ching-mayf   tnc  Ion  of 
Coxinga,  and  now  king  of  Formo/a  $  fo*  that  Kang-bi  wooU 
have  had  a  powerful  ^liance  agsunft  him,  if  all  thofe  princes 
had  aAed  in  concert,  and  in,  behalf  of  the  common  liberty. 
if^'f*      But  they  were  foon  divided  by  fuch  uiiihappy  jealoufies,  as 
quickly  turned  the  fcales  in  favour  pf  the  Tartars  (C),  and 
U'-fan-     left  U-fan^ghey  to  fight  alone  for  the  Chmffe  ^ufe;   iiriio 
ghry  ii€$.  being  bjr  ttds  time  much  advanced  in  y^ars,  and  full,  of 
*^kfi^'  grief  at  his  misfortunes  and  diiappointm^ts,  died  loon  after, 
**         not  before  he  had  fecn  himfetf  ftnpped  again  of  great  part<^ 
the  provinces  which  he  had  gained  before.    For,  imm^ately 
upon  the  fatal  rupture  of  his  allies,  Kanghi  fent  feverai 

(C)  dnng-cUng-may  was  the  of  that  monarches  agents ;  aod 

Crft  who  broke  this  alliance,  that  the  young  king  of  Fi9r»0/r, 

an4  fell  otit  'with  die  king  of  who  had  ihewn  himielf  fo  care- 

Fo'fyen^  under  pretence  that  he  tefs  and  indilFerent  about  his 

had  not  paid  him  die  honour  due  new  kingdom,  was  priv^ately  in* 

to  his  rank ;  upon  which  he  de^  flueni^ed  from  the  fame  quarter 

dared  War  aeamft  him,  defeat-  to  fall  foul  on  the  king  of  /#- 

edhim  in  leyeral  biatdes,  and  kfM^  in  hopes  of  ingratiating 

obliged  him  to  fubmifto  the  himfelf  to  tne  emperor,  and  ol^ 

Tartars.  On  fome  fuch  pretence  taining  the  gdyernment  of  fome 

the  king  of  ^ttong-tottg  hioke  rich  provincie  in  die  condnent 

his  treaty  vfitht/'/an-fh^,  and  by  tfie  defeat  of  his  antagonift ; 

put  himfelf  and  province  under  but  loll  his  aim,  by  ihe  Iatter*s 

the  protedion  or  the  emperor ;  bein^  befbrehanid  with^  Kim  in 

and  it  is  likely  that  thele  dif-  makmg  hi%  fubmifion  tb'th^t 


-cdrds  and  jealoufie)  were  art-    monar^. 
fully  fown  among  them  by  fome 


wm^ 


pxiies,  commv^dcd  by  Tartarian  chiefs,  ^>  redace  thofc  of 
"Ihf'^ang,  Hu'juang,  Fo-kyen,  ^^^ng^ongy  H^ang-Jiy  and, 
p|:a  wordji  ^  that  refufcd^to  fubmit  to  him.  .Notwithftand- 
Dg  all  which  lo/fes,  U.-Jan-ghey's  youngeft  fon  Hong-viha  was 
l^ared  emperor. 

The  latter  end  of  this  year  1624  proved  fatal  to  the  em- 
KJrw,  and  to.  fome  of  the  northern  provinces  of  China^  on 
ijveral  other  accoui^ts.     A  dreadful  eaVthquake,  which  hap-  j  dreal- 
«ned  on  die  fccopd  day  oi  Septembir,  at  Pe-king,  overturned/*/  iar(kz 
great  number  of  palaces,  temples^  and  other  public  build- fM/. 
Bgs,  together  with  the  walls  and  powers  of  the  city,  and  many 
t^oufands  of  people  were  deftroy^d  by  it.  The  ftiocks,  whicB[ 
pntinued  from  time  to  tim^  for  near  three  months,  were  fo 
errible,  that  the  emperor,  princes,  and  nobility,  were  ob- 
liged to  quit  thdr  palaces,  and  to  live  in  t^nts^  whilft  the  reft 
oF  the  people,  both  in  the  city  and  parts  adjacent,  were  in 
tjio  utmoft  confternation.     On  this  occafioh  the  emperor 
ftcw^  bimfclf  a  very  tender  father,   in  the   timely  relief 
he  fent  to  all  his    fufFering  fubjefts.      Towards  the  endT'/^/ra^- 
of  the  fame  month  the  imperial  palace  was  fet  on  fire  \  and  rialtaiaci 
burnt  with  fuct  fury,  that  it  was  all  reduced  to  afties  in  a  ^*^'  '* 
few  hours ;  the  lofs  is  computed  to  have  amounted  to  t^o  ^^^g^^^^ 
millions  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand  taels.    Four  days 
after  this  dreadful  fire,  the  emperor  fet  out  with  his  ufual  re-? 
^ue  to  take  the  divetfion  of  hunting,  at  his  pleafure-houfe  ^ 
and  obferving,  at  a  diftance,  the  fVately  monument  which  his 
father  had  erefted  to  the  unfortunate  Whay-tfong^  the  lafl  of 
the  Chinefe  emperors,  he  went  to  it ;  and,  proflrating  him-.  Kang-hiV 
fclf  to  the  ground,  caufed  rich  perfumes  to  be  burnt  before  ^our  /• 
it ;  and  then,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  dead  monarch  with  '^'-^1. . 
t^ars.  You  know^  faid  he,  0  great  emperor,  that  it  w^s  not  '^^^^Chi- 
%e,  but  y<mr  rebellious  fubjeSis 9  who  ivere  the  caufe  of  your  ^  ^em^^ 
death,  ^ 

In  the  mean  dme  the  king  of  ^uang-tong^  though  he  had  The  king 
fubmitted  to  the  emperor  a  little  before,  gave  no  finall  um-  ^/Qoang- 
brage  to  him,  not  only  on  account  of  his  enterprlflng  fpirit,  tong 
but  on  his  having  made  himfelf  exceeding  powerful  and  rich  A"^^^'* 
6y  carrying  on  a  trade  with  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch,  not-   '^^jS'    "^ 
^vrithftanding  the  imperial  edift  againft  it ;  upon-* which  an    '^•** 
order  was  ient  to  him  from  court  to  march  with  his  forces  to 
fnpprefs  the  rebels  in  the  province  of  ^uang-Ji;  which  he 
did  accordingly,  and  divided  his  army  into  feveral  columhs, 
as  occafion  required.    He  Avas  foon  after  artfully  prevailed 
upon  to  return  to  his  own  palace,  on  fome  pretence ;  and  had 
not  been  there  many  days,  before  two  grandees  arrived  from 
courts  and  prefented  hun  with  sf  fiikea  baiter,  and  the  em- 
'    '  *  peror*^ 
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peror's  orders  to  ftraiigle  himfelf ;  which  he  was  forced  to 
ftbmit  to.     Above  one  hundred  of  his  accomplices,   and* 
among  them,  three  of  his  brothers,  were  beheaded ;  after 
which,  his  immenfe  riches  were  divided  betw^een  his  other 
brothers^  one  ci  whom  was  the  emperor's  fon-in-Iaw.     Oa 
the  next  year  the  king  of  Fo-kyeriy  another  of  U-fan-ghef^ 
.  treskcherous  allies,  was  likewife  put  to  death,  and  his  body 
thrown  to  the  dogs,  on  pretence  that,  during  his  revolt^  he 
had  mal-treated  lome  of  the  mandarins  who  amtinued  f^thV 
fill  to  the  emperor ;  and  at  the  fame  time  his  brothers,  tho' 
innpcent,  were  beheaded.    The  Tartars  were  no  kft  fucceflP 
fill  againft  Hong-whay  who  had  been  declared  emperor  in  the 
province  of  Yun^nan ;  where,  having  made  themfclvos  matters 
l^f;//    ^^  ^^  capital,  Hong-iuhay  to  prevent  a  worfe  puniihment^ 
^^mMf.'  ^'^^^^  himfelf:  bat  they,  not  content  with  that,  dug  up  tl» 
JflerChr,  ^"^  ^  '^s  father  the  brave  U-fan-gheyj  and  c^ried'them  to 
»6Si,    '  P^'iing,  where  they  werp  expofrf  on  (lakes,  with  marks  of 
infamy,  in  feveral  public  places,  and  then  burnt,  and  the  a/hes 
fcattered  in  the  air. 
Jtanghi    .    By  this  time  the  whole  fifteen  provinces  were  fb  fuccefsfiilly 
^ij  his   fubdued,  that  the  emperor  determined  to  vifit  his  own  native 
Tartar      dominions  of  eaftem  Tartary,  and  the  tombs  of  his  ance- 
v^'"r^  flors ;  and  fet  out  accordingly  in  the  beginning  of  March, 
•^^    ^^  accompanied  by  the  prince  his  heir,  his  three  queens,  and  a 
'  ^    *     numerous  court  and  retinue,  fuch  as  we  have  elfewhere  de-r 
fcribed  ^ ;  and  ordered  Father  Verbieft  to  attend  him,  and  to  be 
always  near  his  perfon ;  by  which  means  he  hath  b^en  enabled 
to  give  us  a  better  account  of  thofc  parts  than  we  could  pofr 
iibly  have  before.     On  the  next  year  he  made  a  new  progrcfs 
into  weftern  Ta^tary^  with  a  greater  retinue  and  more  nume- 
rous army  (D) ;  and  continued  to  do  fo  every  year,  and  fpent 

'    V  feverai^ 

^  See  before,  p.  158. 

(D)  Tlic  army  which  accpm-  tic  memorials  againft  the  ftc^ 

panied  him  in  his  firft  progrefs  quency  of  them, 

conilfted  of  70,000  men,   be-  However,  tho'  tht  diverfioQ 

iides  his  numerous  court,   and  of  banting  was  the  pre  tencie  for 

the  more  prodigious  number  of  this,  yet  he  had  much  higher 

their  attendants.  What  addition  views  in  it;  <v/x.  i.  To  keep 

hp  made  to  it  in  his  fubfeqaent  his  troops  in  exercife,  asd  pre- 

journies,  we  are  not  told  \  but  vent  their  growing  effeminate 

tkey  were  fo  troublefome,  and  by  the  example  oftKe  Chinife, 

fo  expenfive,  that  fome  of  his  2.  It  ferved  to  difplay  the  gran- 

jmniftcrs  prefentcd  very  pathe-  denr  and  .magnificence  of  his 

'""^     '  ' ' '     '  -'  '       coarti 
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jevarsd  fkionths  theire,  in  taking  the  diver  Hon  of  hunting ;  a. 
thing  which  neither  the  Chinefe,  nor  even  the  Tartar  lordis  of 
his  court,  much  complained  againft.     Bnt  that  politic  mon- 
arch hadbis-ends  in  it,  as  we  hinted  in  the'lafl'  note  y.  ^nd  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  he  was  a  prince  of  fuch  ejccell^nj:  abit 
lities,  fuch  conftant  application  to  the  affairs  of  ftate,  fuch, 
penetration  and  juftnefs  in  the  choice  of  his  minifters,  fuchi: 
watchfulnefs  over  them,  and  fuch  tendernefs  for  his  people,  to 
.  fay  nothing  of  his  Angular  frugality  with  refpeft  to  his  own. 
perfon,  and  profufc  munificence  with  regard  to  the  public,  that- 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  he  ha<f  the-happiriefs  of  keeping; 
that  vaft  empire  in  fo  perfeft  a  fubordination,  and  harmony, 
ttanquilHty,  wealth,  and  grandeur,  .during  a  long  reigi,  of, 
fixty  years,  which,  under  a  lefs  able  governor,  would  be  ever 
liable  to  difcord  and  OHiftifion. 

In  the  fame  year  t^Ba  Cbtng-ke-fnn,  the  fon  oVChingrthingr  Formo6 
may,  and  gnmcMbn  ofthe  famot^  Ching}:ching'kongyOv*CQXiinga^/urrgttder» 
then  king  of  Formcfay  was  olijiged  to  fpr render  that  ifland  to  '^^f  *^ 
the  Cbin€fiy  and  to  repair  to  Pc-kirig,  'where  tjie  emperor  con-  S^^^^^ 
ferred  upon  hira. the  title  of  count,^and  had  fame  fmall  go-'^^Ig    ' 
vernment  granted  toi  him  to  maintain  that  dignity ;  after  which     * 
we  hear  no  more  of  Mftij  or  of  any  of  hi§  defcendent^.  Two 
years  afters  that  is,  Jtmo  1-684,  the  Fathers  CerhillQa  and, 
'Rer^yra,  two  eniinent  mifEonarics,  were  ordered  to  accom-/ 
pany  the  Chinefs  ^enipotentiaries  ipto  Tartary^  and  to  affift  Limits  fc- 
tbem  in  the  fettling  of  the  limits  between  the  two  empires  of /w//» 
China  and  Ruffia  \  an  account  of  which,  as  well  as  of:  their  ^^J?**^^' 
travds  thro'  weftern  Tartary^  and  defcription  of  thofe  parts,  y^^^^fi^^ 
the  reader  may  fee  at  the  end  of 'the  fecond  volume  of^  ^^jArChr 
Halde's  empire  erf  €/Hna.    Thofe  two  fathers,  and  feme  others    1684,  * 
of  the  fame  fociety,  were  likewife  much  taken  up  in  infbrufting 
the  emperor  in  the  mathematics,  and  reading  and  compoilng 

court,  both  to  his  fubjeds  and  remitting  feme  part  of  their  tri« 

vaiTal  princes,  who  were  obliged  bute  to  him,  by  affixing  them  \ 

either"  to  accompany,  or  meet  in  time  of  need  with  fome  of 

him  in  his  progrefs^  to  pay  their  hl^  forces  agaiuft  any  competi- 

homage  to  him.  3.  Thefe  troops  tor  3  and  freqiiently  by  bedow- 

made  his  power  and  authority  ing  fome  of  his  daughters,  with*  ^ 

more  formidable,  and  kept  thofe  a  liberal  dowry,  on  fuch  as  he 

vaffal   principalities   in    great-  eftccmcd  worthy  of' that  ho- 

er  awe,  efpecially  as  they,  were  nour;  by  all  which  means  he 

fure  to  be  viiited  oncea  year  by  made  him(elf  as  much  beloved 

him.     Laftly,  It  gave  him  an  by  the  loyal,  as  fe'^^ed  by  th^ 

opportunity  of  liberally  reward-  d^floyal  or  dlfcomented,  whc- 

ing  thofe  who  heft  deferved  it,  ther.vaflals  or  fubje^ls, 

by  his  large  prcfents  to  them,  by 

lefturcs 


5o8  the  Hi^  0f  Chiu;  E  L 

kQtirc$  in  the  Tartarian  tongue,  on  algebra,  gcomeUy,  aftra^ 

nomy,  natural  phUoibphy,  phyfic,  akid  anatomy  :  for  tho'  that 

.   prince  was  before  a  complete  mafter  rf  all  the  Chineje  leara* 

ingy  itnd  had  beftowed  (us  lelfure  hpQrs  in  them,  yet  ooold  he 

not  be  fatisfied  w|thoot  being  cquaUy  verfed  in  the  Etm^dn 

Jdecrei    fdences ;  9fk^  it  was  by  the  intereft  of  thofc  his  tutcors  that  a 

iwfiwur  decree  w^  obtained  in  favour  of  the  Chriftiansy  who  were 

5^^.      before  but  barely  tolerated,  but  were  now  allowed  the  free 

jjy^Q^'  cxerdfe  of  their  reli^on  throughout  the  whcde  emigre.  TMs 

j6ga.  *  ^^^  ^^^"^  ^^  * ^92>  ^^  ^ ^^  thirtyTfirft  erf" his  reign,  and 

was  ^njSrm^  ^4  pub^Ihed  in  the  month  of  March  fol- 


Kang  ki^     HiTHERTO  I^s  rdgn  had  been  peaceable  and  happy,  when, 
fimtniJ     on  a  fudden,  the  forty-eighth  year  of  it  was  difturbdd  with 
teir  dt'     an  unexpefted  event ;  and  his  fecond  fon,.  whom  he  had  apr 
graded,     pointed  his  heir,  and  was  almoft  his  equal  in  dignity,  was  at 
JfitrChr.  Qjjj^  loaden  with  irons,  and  1^  children  and  chief  officers 
*709»    involved  in  the  fiime  di%-ace ;  which  wa$  chiefly  owing^to 
the  intrigues  of  his  elder  brother,    He  was  however  fonnd 
innocqit,  upon  ftrlft  examination,  and  the  accufing  brother 
'     pqndemned  to  perpetual  imprifonment ;  and  pubUc  rq^dn^ 
were  made  through  the  empire,  <mi  his  being  reftored  to  fa-> 
*  vpur.      This  joy,   however,    proved  (hort-Eved ;   and    he 

was  foon  after  deprived  of  all  die  titles  and  privil^esv  of  his 
rai|k,  for  a  real  conffHracy  againft  his  father. 
A  nei»  Some  years  aft^r  thp  emperor  revived  two  old 'edicts  againft 

^/4         thc^  ^hfiftians ;  the  one,  forbidding  them  to  build  any  chnrdies, 
againft  tbi  or  make  profelytes ;  the  other,  obliging  every  miffionary  tx> 
OMfiiaus.  receive  an  imperial  patent,  wherein  ihali  he  mentioned  his 
JfterChr.  country,  order,  th^  timp  h^  hath  beep  in  Ghma^  and  his  en- 
'7'6.     gagement  not  to  return  'vaXo  Europe  (F).    Upon,  this,  three 
of  the  fatho-s  Went  to  throw  them&lves  at  his  feet;  but 
could  obtain  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  none  were  prohibited 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  but  tho^  wha  had  not  received  the  pa- 
tent. X  ,  ^ 

(F)  This  new  edid  was  oo*  fvaught  with  the  mofi  anjuft  ca- 
cafioned  by  a  memorial  pre-  lomniee  againft  them*  and  the 
fentcd  to  that  monarch  by  a  mandarift  as  an  enemy,  who( 
nilitary  mandarin,  full  ef  the  foaght  to  raife  Kimfelf  by  their 
{)ictereft  invediyes  againft  the  f all ;  yet  thofe  uibunals  con- 
Chriflians.  The  Jefuits  ufed  firming  the accafations,  and  the 
^  all  their  }ntere((  tq  h^ve  pre*  emperor,  who  was  their  friend 
vented  it  pafling  thro'  the  afaal  ana  patron,  ratifying  the  fen- 
examination  of  the  tribunals,  tence,  (hews  that  it  mofthave 
but  in  vain ;  and,  thongh  Fa»  contained  fomething  more  thai^ 
•            ^er  pu  Ualde  repre&nts  it  as  bs^e  calamnles  and  ^nvedtives. 
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The  next  year,  viz.  17 17,  happened  the  general  moiird- 
ii^  for  the  empercnr's  mother^  which  we  have  clfewhere  given 
an  account  of  *.     Soon  after  Which,  the  emperor  was  leized 
with  ft  diftathper  which  his  court  feared  would  fend  him  Great  am- 
after  her,  and  threw  it  into  no  finall  confternation;  efpecially  xiety  at 
t&  he  dcfigned  to  exclude  his  own  family  from  the  fuceeflion^  court ab^d 
and  to  bequeath  the  crown  to  a  prince  of  the  dynafty  of  Y-werif  *^^f^^ 
di  whom  there  ftill  remained  above  a  thoufand.     Upon  this  ^#^' 
occafioa  one  of  the  chief  mandarins  ordered  his  fon  to  prefeiit 
a  mem(»rial  to  him,  fctting  forth  the  great  importance  it  wa^ 
to  the  peace  of  the  empire  to  have  his  fecohd  (on  appointed 
his  fucceflbr ;  at  which  the  emperor  was  highly  inceiifed* 
However,  he  pardoned  the  fon,  becaufe  what  he  had  don^ 
was  in  obedience  to  his  father,  but  ordered  the  fathef  to  be  Se^beri^ 
put  to  death ;  Mdiich  deterred  the  reft  of  his  minlfter^  froj^  agatjtji  m 
ipeakii^  any  thing  more  to  him  about  a  fiicceflbr.  moMdM-in^ 

In  the  year  1720  he  received  the  toti^ratulatidns  of  the  sigpal<fi'^ 
whole  em:f»re,  on  the  news  of  a  figiial  viftory  which  his  ^oryo*ver 
forces  had  gained  over  the  king  of  thfe  ElMs,  who  poffefled  tUfiElviths* 
the' country  of  the  lamasj  and  had  comihitted  dreadful  ra-        ' 
vages  there  four  years  fuccefEvely ;  by  which  means  the  king-  Conqufft 
dom  of  7i>f*  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror  \  a  thing  ^  Tibet* 
which  Kang'hi  had  much  at  heart,  as  he  had  the  glory  of 
finifhing  that  troublefome  war.     In  the  month  of  ^une  of  the 
fame  year  another  earthquake  was  felt  at  Pe-king,  which 
laded  about  two  minutes,  and  killed  about  1000  perfons.  by 
the  fell  of  houfes. 

On  the  2  2d  Novtmier  following  the  ambaflador  from  the  czar  The  Ruf- . 
of  Mufcovy  made  his  public  entry  into  Peeking,  with  a  nume-  fian  am^ 
rou3  and  fpkndid  retinue,  all  drefled  after  the  European  man-  bajfaiert 
aer ;  and  the  gentlemen  on  horfcback,  on  each  fide  of  hiiu,  ^^'^^'^  ^f* 
rode  with  then:  fwords  drawn,  which  was  a  fight  both  new  ^'^' 
and  extraordinary  there.    His  reception  at  court  was  no  lefs 
|)oUte  and  grand ;  though  the  emperor,  for  wife  and  obvious - 
reafiM^  rrfufed  to  comply  with  the  main  defign  of  it,  which 
wa^iP  cftablifh  a  free  commerce  between  the  two  empires  of 
Rujfid  and  Chma^  and  to  have  obtained  leave  to  fix  a  faftory 
in  the  chief  provinces  of  the  latter ;  and  was  pleafed  to  con,- 
fine  their  number  to  two,  the  one  at  Pe-king^  and  the  other 
at  Schu^ou-'pai'Jing^  upon  the  frontier  of  the  Kalkas  *.    There 
was,  however,  a  circumdance,  in  the  ceremonial  of  his  ad- 
••miflion,  which  that  envoy  could  not  readily  confent  to  ;  and 
his  rcfufal  had  like  to  have  broken  off  all  farther  negotiation, 
when  that  politic  monarch  found  out  an  expedient  which 

•  <<pe  before,  p.  261.      *  De  his,  vid.  vol.  v.  f,  87^^  feq. 

would 
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would  oblige  him  to  comply.    We  have  eiiewhere  obfored, 
that  every  one,  of  what  rank  or  charafter  foever  he  be,  that 
approaches  the  imperial  throne.  Is  obliged  to  proArate  himfeif 
on  the  ground^  and  knock  his  forehead  nine  times  againft  it  f . 
This  formal  piece  of  refpcA,  which  is  paid  all  over  this 
vaft  empire,  nof  only  to  the  emperor,  bnt  to  primoes  of  the 
blood,  viceroys,  mandarins,  and  other  minifters^hisexcdSencf 
could  not  reafonably  fuppofe  would  be  difpenied.with  in  an  au- 
dience to  {b  great  an  eqiperor.    On  the  other  hand,  as  he  had 
caufe  to  apprehend  left  his  complying  with  it  Ihould  be  judged 
too  derogatory  to  his  chara^r  and  dignity,  efpedally  at  his 
own  court,  and  endanger  the  lofs  of  his  head ;  fo  he  bad  ito 
lefs  caufe  to  fear  left  his  refufal  ihould  be  int^preted^  arthat 
rf  Pe-kmgt  as  a  want  of  refpeft  to  his  imperial  majefty,  and 
occaiion  a  mutual  diflatisfadlioa  between  thofe  two  great 
isonarchs.    We  ftiould  here  obferve  to  our  readers,  that  this 
very  year  Was  the  fixtieth  of  the  emperor  Kang^hi's  rdgn, 
and  was  a  kind  of  grand  jubilee  through  his  doso^imons,  and 
was  to  be  obferved  with  the  utmoft  joy  and  magnj&ence, 
and  no-where  more  than  m  his  capital ;  fo  tbat  it  is  notimpro- 
bable  he  might  on  that  account  fupprefs  his  refentment  of  the 
ambai&jor's  refufal,  that  it  might  not  be  an  impediment  to 
his  being  an  eye-vdtaefs  of,  as  well  as  by  his  fplendid  appear- 
ance from  adding  to,  the  fplendor  and  brilliancy  <^  his  court. 
However  that  be,  die  following  was  the  expedient  his  pru*- 
dence  deidfed  to  fettle  the  ceremonial  above-mendoned,  in  iuch 
a  manner  as  ihould  not  admit  of  any  exception  from  dther 
fide  :  **  Let  the  ambailador  know,  that  it  is  my  defign  that 
"  the  fame  honour  be  paid  to  the  letter  which  he  is  to  deliver 
**•  up  to  me  from  his  mafter,  which  our  laws  requilre  to  be 
•*  paid  to  my  own  perfon ;  for  which  end  I  defire  that  be 
**  would  place  the  faid  letter  on  a  table,  that  I  may  fend  cw 
**  of  my  chief  mandarins  in  my  name  to  ftrike  his  fccehead 
**  oo  the  ground  before  it."    His  excellency  readily  complied ; 
-and  made  no  difficulty  to  pay  the  fame  honours  to  th^ppe- 
ror  as  he  had  done  to  the  czar  his  matter's  letter  *.     i^P 
f  ormofa       ^^  ^^  following  year  the  court  received  the  difagreeabk 
revolts,     news  that  the  Chinefe  in  the  ifland  of  Fortnofa  had  ia  a  few 
and  is  re*   months  ihaken  off  the  yoke  ;  and,  being  affifted  by  thofi  of 
ductid.        Fo-kyen  and  Kyeu-mi^  had  lulled  all  the  mandarias,  except 
one  who  fled,  and  had  put  all  the  imperial"  forces  to  the 
fword.     This  revolt  was  at  firft  reported  to  have,  beien  £l> 
.  messed  by  the  Dutch  y  but  whether  juftly^  or  no^  i^  not  certain. 

t  See  before,  p.  142,  &:  feq.  &  alib.  pajf.  *  Lettres 

edifianc.  &  cur.  vol,  xvi.  p.  378,  U  feq.  .  ,     * 

t  How- 


However,  thofe  rebels  were  foon  after  fevciely  punUhcd  for 
it  by  a  new  fupply  o£  forces  which  the  emperor  fent  thitiier» 
who  cut  xnaft  of  them  off,  drove  their  chief  into  rhcmoiuli- 
tainous. parts,  and  difperfed  the  reft. 

,    In  the  year  1722  the  emperor,  beiog  iakir^the  dlytrRonne  fpip^ 
of  huntirig^in  his  park  of  Hay-t/e,  was  on  a  fudden*  feized  r^r /iii» 
with  arftrange  chihiefs,  which  obliged  hyn  to  return  with  all'^* 
Ipeed  to  his  pleafure-houfe ;  where  his  attendants  foon  found, 
to  their  great  furprifc,  that  his  blood  was  fo  congealed,  that 
no  remedy  could  fave  his  life.     Perceiving  himfelf  near  his  . 
end,  Kang-hi  aflembbd  all  his  grandees,    and  declared  his 
fourth  Ton  his  fucceflbr ;  and  expired  foon  after,  on  the  20 jh  Dia. 
of  December  J  in  the  fixty-ninth  year  of  his  age^  and  fjxtieth* 
of  his  reign.    His  body  was  that  very  night  conveyed  to  Pe" 
king ;  and  his  fourth  fon  Tong-ching  mounted  the  throne  on 
the-i^ejct;  morning,  about  five  of  the  clock. 

III.  YO  NG-CHlN6y  the  emperor  then  reigning  when  the  Vong- 
laft  relations  came  from  thence,  was  forty-five  years  erf"  age  chingj^r^ 
on  his  acceffion  to  the  crown,  on  which  he  was  congratulatal  ^^^"^^ 
by  ail  the  grandees ;  and  took  the  name  of  Tong-ching^  which  •^^''^* 
{igosRcs  Iqfiing  peace,  ox  indijfduble  concord.     He  had  a  great     '722- 
number  of  brothers  ;  but  placed  no  great  ccmfidence  in  any, 
except  his  thirteenth,  to  whom  he  communicated  all  the  affairs 
of  flate ;  but  baniftiedhis  ninth  intoTir^arj/,  where  he  £0011  Some  o/hh 
after  died;  recalled  his  fourteenth,  who  had  the  command  dbrothefi^ 
the  Chinefe  army ;  and  moft  of  the  reft,  efpecially  his  eighth  ^ifff'^^a* 
and  tenth,  fell  under  his  difpleafure  on  fome  pi;etence  or  oSxer . 
He  next  banifhed  and  imprifoned  feveral  princes  and  grandee?,  OM^ 
on  account  of  their  protefting  the  miffionarieie :  which  fhews/^*^^^  *^ 
he  was  no  friend  to  their  religion  (G) ;  and  difcafded  all  the^^^^* 

(G)  It  plainly  appears  that  times,  would  they  follow  apy 

he  bad  conceived  a  fingularpre-  direfiions  but  thefys. 
judice  againft  thefe  miflionaries        This  memorial  was  backed  b^ 

from  the  v^ry  beginning  of  his  another  from  the  governor  of 

reign,  by  means  of  foine  memo-  Fo-kyen,  much  to  the  fame  te- 

Fials  pretented  to  him  by  the  li-  nor,  which  was  confii'med  slfiei^ 

teratiy  fetting  forth^  that  the  late  ward&  :by  the  tribunal  of  ritea,^ 

emperor  had  loii:  a  great  deal  of  and  by  this  emperor  himfelf,  and 

his    reputation   by  permitting  prodaced  thofe  dreadful  edi& 

them  to  fettle  in  the  provinces,  againfl  Chriftianity,     and    its 

where  diey  built  churches,  ahd  preachers,  which  we  have  fpr- 

made    profelytes,     where-ever  merly  had  gccafion  to  mention, 

they  came ;  and  their  converts  and  in  a  great  meafure  e)ftir- 

acknowleged  no  other  doftors  pated  it  oat  of  the  empire  (55). 
kit  thein,  nor,  in  troiiblefome  .  '  ' 

.    . (55)  Sukfforh  Pr  ^^h  ^ '^'  /-!^  .  ..  *^ 

•  fathers 


Withers  ont  of  his  fervice,  except  one>  who  wns  nn  oddent 
painter  ;  ^hich  (hews  that  he  had  not  the  fame  love  for  tibe 
iciences  that  his  father  was  fo  famed  for.    In  other  refjpe^  lie 
Ihewed  himfelf  a  wife  prinoe,  inde&tigable  and  affidoons^ 
ileady  and  refolnt^e,  witty  and  eloquent,  and  always  re^dy  to 
receive  and  wolNnx  the  memoriak  pf efented  to  him.     He  gj>- 
tz;  '  a:     ^^>^^^  wholly  by  himfelf,  atid  no  monarch  could  Be  more 
™  4^-    ibfolntb  or  mofe  fieaitd  than  he  Was.    This  gave  him  an  op- 
n^Y^*  pbrttiniwbf  enforcing  a  jgreat  many  wholfomc  laws  and  rcgii- 
jJiJ^*  ktions  for  the  good  of  h&  fubjefts,  in  the  framing  of  which 
he  fpent  whole  days  and  nights  widi  &  furprifing  indefatigabfe- 
'    nds.     The  nfioft  efiefhial  way  to  gain  his  favour,  was,  to  pit- 
ietlt  him  ^th  fom^  fcheme  tending  to  the  public  good,  or  to  d^ 
relief  of  his  fubjefts  in  any  calamitous  times,  and  he  Would 
fpare  tieitber  pains  nor  cofl  to  (^ut  it  in  execudon. 
iiwrit^        This  was  the  excellent  charaAer  of  Toung-ching  ;  which 
Ucmwrtt  made  therefore  hi^  feverity  againfl  the  Chriftians  the  more  re- 
^y^httM"  markkble,  as  it  extended  itfelf  in  a  manilkr  nnwY»rtfay  erf*  fo 
>jrw^       wife  a  pritice,  even  to  fome  of  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  im- 
9lQ9i.        popijj  fisunily ;  particularly  on  that  of  the  dder  brother  of  the 
founder  of  this  dynafty,    Who,   nsgethicr  with   his   whole 
£unily,  cohiifHng  of  deiT^n  princes  {>efides  iixteen  princefles 
who  were  marri^  to  Mogol  pnnces  or  Mndarins  df  Pe-hng, 
and  had  each  of  them  a  numerous  family],  were  kli  degraded, 
Sa»}fiit    and  fcnt  into  a  miferable  exile  in  a  defert  place  in  Tartary,  to 
^m  into  which  they  were  condufted  by  foldiers,  aiil  there  clofely  con- 
Taitaiy.   gjjgj  under  a  guard  of  them.    The  manner  of  thdr  being 
treated  before  their  exile  had  likewife  fomething  oi  cruelty  in 
it ;  for  that  venerable  old  prince,  without  pspsi,  to  his  qua- 
lity, age,i  merit,  or  the  fervices  dcto  to  th6  empire,  was  beheld 
fetting  out  for  the  place  of  his  baniflunent  with  thirty-fe?en 
of  his  chUdren  and  grandchildren,   without  reckoning  his 
daughters  and  grand-(kughters,  who  were  near  as  many,  and 
^bout  thr^  hundred  domeltics  of  both  fexes,  mofl  of  them 
baptized.    AU  thefe  difgraces  not  bdng  able  to  (hake  their 
conftancy,  the  princes  were  brought  back  to  Pe-king  in  wag- 
gons, each  loaden  with  nine  cludns.    There  they  were  made 
to  undergo  feveral  frefli  interrogatories,  mixed  with  promiies 
of  being  reftored  to  their  former  dignities,  if  they  would  re- 
nounce their  faith,  and  with  threats  of  being  ufed  with  ftill 
Conftancf  greater  feverities,  if  they  perfifted  in  it.    All  thefe  methods 
9/theQ\a'  proving  ineJFeftual,  the  tribunal  condemned  them  to  die ;  but 
ncfc  cgn*   ^y^  emperor  changed  the  puniflunent  into  perpetual  confine- 
verti.  -     mcnt,  which  oidy  proved  a  more  fevere  kind  of  death,  (eeiqg 
moft  of  them  died  foon  after  in  tfielr  clofe  dungeons  merely 
thro'  hardfluf  and  want ;  and  the  reft  we^cdifperted  into  other 

provinces. 
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provinces,  to  end  their  days  in  prifons,  fetters,  and'  mifery. 
*t*he  ambafladors  of  Portugal  and  Rujia,  who  were  then  at 
the  court  of  Pe-kingy  could  not  enough  admire  the  Gonftancy 
and  intrepidity  of  thofe  illuftrious  confeflbrs  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

In    the  year   1730,  and  eighth  of  his  reign,  he  loft  his  Death  of 
thirteenth  brother,  ypho  ufed  to  fhare  with  him  the  burden  the  eiHfe- 
of  his  government ;  and  died  of  a  languifliing  difeafc,  occa-  rorsfa- 
fioned  by  his  exceffive  application  ;  and  the  emperor  was  fo  ?'^"7^^ 
inconfolable  for  it,  that  it  nearly  endangered  his  own  life.  ^^^**''^' 
However,  he  caufed  the  moft  magnificent  funeral  obfequies  to  Funeral 
b$f  performed  to  him,  which,  becaufe  they  fomewhat  differ  honours^ 
from  thofe  we  have  elfewhere  defcribed,  the  reader  may  fee 
a  fhort  account  of  in  the  margin  (H) ;  and,  amongft  other 

honours. 


(H)  A  declaration  was  at 
firft  iflbed  out,  intimating  that  it 
was  the  emperor's  defire  that 
all  the  world  ihould  fhare  in  his 
grief,  and  in  the  honours  to  be 
paid  to  the  deceafed,  without 
diftin£lion  of  rank  or  quality  ; 
with  tills  caution  neverthelefs, 
that  fuch  as  did  not  think  him 
worthy  of  thofe  honours  Ihould 
be  at  liberty  to  decline  it,  tho' 
he  appointed  officers  at  the 
fame  time  to  give  him  an  ac- 
count every  day  of  all  who 
performed  that  duty  to  him. 

His  body  being  expofed  in 
the  great  Ting,  where  none  but 
princes  of  the  blood  are  ad- 
mitted, there  was  a  hall  made 
of  mats  eredled  in  the  middle 
of  the  great  court,  before  the 
gates  of  the  palace,  with  ^ 
throne  in  it,  and  before  that  a 
table,  on  which  were  placed 
only  two  candlefticks,  and  a 
veffel  burning  with  perfumes  ; 
for  the  dead  prince  was  not 
only  a  petty  king  of  the  firft 
rank,  but  had  been  honoured 
like  wife  with  tlie  title  of  ^e- 
*vang^  or  king.  The  entrance 
into  this  hall  was  by  a  folding- 
dooi^,  which  was  opened  as  often 
as  the  officers  of  the  tribunals 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  Vlir. 


came  in  their  turns  to  pay  their 
honours  to  him,  only  a  fet 
number  being  admitted  in  at  a 
time.  Thefe  at  firft  flood  up 
behind  the  tables  that  were  fet 
up  on  each  fide  of  the  hall ; 
then,  kneeling  down,  made  fix , 
feveral  proftrations,  accompa-- 
nied  with  deep  groans,  and 
other  filent  tokens  of  grief,  and 
then  as  filently  withdrew,  to 
make  room  for  others  that  came 
to  perform  the  fame  ceremony. 
From  this  placfi^  the  body  was 
afterwards  conveyed  in  pomp 
to  a-  palace  built  on  purpofe, 
about  two  little  miles  out  of  the 
city,  where  the  fame  ceremony 
was  repeated  ;  and  here  it  was 
that  the  mandarins  of  the  city, 
the  whole  body  of  merchants, 
and  the  meaner  fort  of  people, 
were  introduced  to  pay  him  the 
laft  honours  for  a  hundred  daysi 
at  the  end  of  which  he  was  car- 
ried to  another  place,  fliil  more 
diftant,  and  ereded  for-the  fame 
purpofe^and  where  the  fame  rites 
were  performed  during  the  fame 
fpace  of  time. 

There  were  five  fuch  flaticns, 

at  each  of  which  the  cepemony 

lafled  an  hundred  '-days ;  after 

which  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
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honours  he  paid  to  his  memory,  caufed  his  name  to  be  placed 
in  the  hall  ti  the  emperors,  a  diilia£Hon  never  conferred  on 
privSite  pcrfons,  except  they  have  done  fome  extraordinary 
Third  bro'  ^^'^  important  ferviccs  to  the  ftate.     His  funeral  obfeqnied 
tbir  tM'    were  hardly  completed  be^re  the  third  brother  was  arreifed, 
frifomd,     and  clofely  confined.     The  occafion  of  his  disgrace  is  not 
known ;  but  it  extended  itfelf  to  his  family,  who  were  de- 
graded from  their  rank  and  dignities. 
Pc  king        On  the  13th  of  Novnnber  1731  the  city  of  Pe-king  was 
damaged    almoft  overturned  by  a  dreadful  earthquake,  fuch  as  Clma 
hy  an        never  felt  before.     The  firfl:  /hocks,  which  happened  about 
earth'       eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  were  fo  fudden  and  vio- 
quakt.        icQt,  that  they  were  not  perceived  but  by  the  horrid  noifc  o£ 
the  falling  of  houfes,  a^d  the  cries  of  the  people  ;  and  one 
would  have  imagined  that  they  had  been  blown  up  in  the  air 
by  a  general  minej  and  that  the  earth  had  opened  underneath 
Jhove       ^^  fwallow  them  up  ;  fo  that,  in  lefe  than  a  minute,  above 
100,000    loo'oco  inhabitants  were  buried  in  the  ruins,  and   a  fUB 
deflrcyedin  greater  number  in  the  country,  where  whole  towns  were  ut- 
aminute.    terly  deftroyed.  What  was  ftill  more  remarkable  in  it,  is,  that 
the  two  firft  (hocks  were  not  felt  with,  the  fame  force  thro' 
the  extent  of  their  courfe ;  but  in  thofc  places  where  they 
met  with  lefs  refiftance,  they  were  gende,  and, hardly  per- 
ceived ;  whereas  they  caufed  the  greateft  devaftadons  where 
they  met  with  the  greateft  oppofition.     Thofe  two  great  and 
dreadful  ones  were  followed  by  above  twenty  more  fmall  ojies 
within  the  fpace  of  twenty-one  hours. 
Theempe-      '^^^^  emperor  was  then  at  his  pleafure-houie,  about  two 
Tors  piety  leagues  from  Pe-kiJig ;  which  was  inftandy  reduced  to  fudi  a 
§n  that  oc'  heap  of  ruins,  that  it  will  require  immenfe  fums  to  repair  it, 
cajion. ,     He  was  then  taking  an  airing  in  his  barge,  on  the  canal  thai 
runs  through  the  gardens »  and,  at  the  dreadful  light,  fell 
ptoftrate  on  his  knees,  with  his  hands  and  eyes  lifted  up  to 
heaven ;    after  which,  he  publiftied  an  edidl,  as  ufual,  ac* 
cufmg  himfelf  as  the  main  caufe  of  it,  and  attributing  the 
judgment  to  the  wrath  of  heaven  for  his  offences,  and  want 
of  care  in  governing  the  people.     He  next  ordered  an  account 

fepulchre  which    the   emperor  their  ftead,  to  pay  the  fame  re* 

had  caufed  to  be  prepared   for  fpedls   to   the   deceafed  ;.  after 

him,  and  which  was  four  leagues  which  they  returned  to  their  rcr 

in  circumference.     To  this  laft  fpe6liveftation3,?.nd  there caufeil 

the  mandarins  and  grandees  of  monuments  to  be  railed  to  him, 

I  the  provinces  were  to  repair,  or  with  the  greateft  elogiumsto  hii 

[j  ^  depute  fome  pf  their  fons  in  memory  (56). 

I* 

ll«  i%(>)  I>ii  Jhtde,  fuhfin,  annnK 
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to  be  taken  of  all  the  families  that  fuifered  by  it,  ixiA  an  «ifii-  / 

-snate  of  their  damages,  artd  advanced  confiderable  fumS  for 
their  relief;  and  gave,  in  particular,  1000  taels  to  the  mif- 
fionaries,  towards  repairing  of  their  churches. 

B-UT,  on  the  next  year',  thofe  miffionaries,  who  had  been  Jefuitihai^ 
ten  years  before  driven  from  the  provinces  into  the  city  of  *f^fi^<i  ^0 
^uang-^tongyVfext  now  banifhed  from  thence  into  Ma-kau,  a  little  Makau. 
city  inhabited  by  the  Porttigue/e,  but  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Chinefe  K     What  was  ftill  more  fevere,  they  had  but  three 
days  allowed  them  to  prepare  for  their  journey,  and  conveying     « 
a^xray  their  effefts.    The  only  reafon  they  give  for  this  fudden 
change,  and  hard  treatment,  is,  that  they  had  difobeyed  the 
emperor's  orders ;    and  preached  the  Chriftian  religion,  irt 
open   defiance  to  his  prohibition.     They  were  accordingly 
forced  to  embark,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  on  the  20th  oC 
jiugtifty  upder  a  convoy  of  four  gallies  and  two  mandarins^' 
"When  they  came  tc^  land  at  Ma-kaUy  the  mandarins  caufed  neirJi^\ 
their  domeftics,   and   other  Chriftians    who  had  followed  mefiics 
the  miffionaries,  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  fent  back  to/evere/y 
^uang'tong ;  where,  after  being  dragged  in  an  ignominious  ^reatedi 
manner  through  feveral  tribunals,  fome  were  caft  into  prifons^ 
others  baftonadoed,  others  condemned  to  carry  the  Kan-ghe^ 
or  woodeA  collar,  a  month  or  two ;  and  all  of  them  gave 
fignal  probfs  of  their  zeal  for,  and  fincere  adhering  to,  the  v 

Ghriftian  religion. 

Thus  far  go  the  Chinefe  annals,  which  Du  It  aide  ends  with  tibpes  9/ 
the  twelfth  year  of  Tong-ching's  reign,  or  the  yeiar  1732,-  at  f  return 
which  time  he  was  reigning  with  an  abfolute  fway  over  xhz.tfi'^fi^^^^ 
vaft  empire.     Sifice  that  time,  we  have  been  informed  that  he  • 
died  Anno  1736;  and  that  the  miffionaries  entertain  no  fmall 
hopes  of  being  reftored  under  his  fucceflbr.     However,  thefe 
late  accounts  give  us  but  little  reafon  to  expcft  it,  fince  they 
acknowlege,  that,  though  they  round  a  great  number  of  Jews 
and  Mohammedans  upon  their  firft  arrival  thither,  yet  they 
met  with  no  Chriftians,  notwithftanding  their  having  been  fo 
tiumerous  formerly.     Ndther  can  they  have,thofe  opportuni*    ,' 
ties  of  recommending  thenifelves  to  the  Chinefe  nation  by 
their  fuperior  fkill  in  the  fciences,  as  they  once  had  upon 
their  coming  thither ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  muft  expeft  to 
meet  with  the  moft  ftrenuous  oppofitionboth  from  the  literati 
dnd  the  whole  bonzaic  tribe,  and  their  numerous  followers, 
againft  their  religion,  which,  they  cannot  now  be  ignorant  of, 
IS  fo  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  the  former,  and  die  intercft 

'  D^  hac,  vid.  fup;  p.  85,  &  feq. 
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of  the  latter ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  diflike  and  contempt 
which  the  difciples  of  Confucius y  the  only  efteemed  and  valu- 
able feft  in  ChiruLy  muft  have  conceived  agaiiift  feme  of  their 
fuperftitious  doftrines  and  praftice. 
Fain  if'  What  hath  fmcc  happened  to  them,  their  various  appli- 
forts  to  re-  cations  to  the  new  Chinefe  monarch,  their  apologies  in  behalf 
nter.  of  themfelvcs  and  their  religion ;  the  feveral  memorials  which 
thofe  few  Jefuits,  who  were  fufFered  to  continue  at  Pe-king  va 
the  emperor's  fervice,  prefented  to  the  throne  and  to  the  fupe- 
rior  tribunals,  and  the  fmall  fuccefs  which  they  have  hitherto 
n^t  with ;  being  foreign  to  our  defign,  and  coming  to  us 
from  thence  by  private  letters  from  fome  one  or  other  of  thofe 
fethers,  may  be  fcen  in  their  coUeftion  of  letters  from  thence, 
and  publiftied  by  Du  Halde^,  from  that  time  to  the  year 
1744  ;  and  we  the  more  readily  refer  our  curious  reader  to 
thofe  letter?,  becaufe  he  will  eafily  perceive^  from  the  ft}ic 
and  tenor  of  them,  that  though  neither  thefe,  nor' any  thiiog 
tlfe  from  that  quarter,  were  ever  written  with  a  defign  to  ex- 
tenuate the  fcverity  of  the  Chinefe  government,  and  much 
Icfs  to  afcribe  the  total  extirpation  of  Chriftianity  to  the  mif- 
conduft  of  the  miffionaries,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Jefutt 
fraternity,  yet  contain  fuch  a  variety  of  important 'tranfaftions, 
and  curious  pieces,  artfully  worded,,  and  drcumftances,  as 
we  may  fuppofe  them  to  be,  as  will  fhew  him,  that  it  was 
not  without  the  moft  cogent  motives,  and  after  the  ftrifteft 
and  moft  impartial  inquiries,  that  thofe  two  great  mon- 
archs  Kang-hi,  and  Tong-ching  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  yielded 
to  the  ftrenudus  and  repeated  folicitations  of  their  viceroys  and 
governors,  and  efpecially  of  the  fu  jjerior  tribunal,  that  of  the 
rites  in  particular,  to  put  an  elFeftual  ftop  to  its  further  ppo- 
grefs,  by  the  baniihment  arid  utter  profcription  of  all  the 
miffionaries  out  of  their  dominions.  It  is  hardly  poffible  for 
the  moft  prepoffefTed  reader  in  favour  of  that  fociety  to  read 
their  relations  on  this  fubjeft,  written  as  they  are  by  fome  of 
their  ablcft  pens,  without  admiring  the  extreme  indulgence 
and  benignity  of.thofe  tvvo  great  emperors  towards  thcm^ 
and  efpecially  their  unparalleled  condefcenfion,  patience,-  and 
affiduity,  in  receiving,  perufing,  and  examining,  every  me- 
morial and  apology  which  were  prefented  to  them  in  their 
favour,  either  by  themfclves  or  their  patrons,  before  they 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  proceed  to  thofe  unavoidable  feve-  • 
rities.  But,  as  thp  bare  mention  of  every  fuch  inftance  uf 
their  impartial  lenity  would  carry  us  beyond  our  bounds,  we 
fliall  conclude  this  fubjeft,  and,  with  it,  the  Chinefe  hiftory, 
with  that  remarkable  apologetic  fpeech  by  which  the  befbre- 
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mentioned  emperor  Tong-ching  condefcended  to  anfwer  their  ^ 
complaints,  in  a  memorial  lately  prefented  to  him,  and  to 
juftify  his  whole  conduft  towards  them,  to  three  of  the  moft 
confiderable  members  of  their  fociety. 

This  curious  piece,  or  rather  the  fubftance  of  it  (for,  it 
being  fpoken  to  them  extempore^  they  could  have  no  copy  of 
it ;  neither  could  they,  if  they  had  been  permitted,  have 
taken  it  down  in  ihort-hand,  his  words  flowing  with  by  far 
too  great  a  rapidity  for  any  pen  to  follow),  hath  been  tranf- 
mitted  in  Fremh  into  Europe  by  Father  De  Mailla^  one  of  the 
three  who  had  the  honour  to  be  admitted  to  this  interview. 
The  other  two  were  Fathers  Kegler  and  Parrenniuy  perfons 
eminent  in  their  way,  and  ftili  in  great  credit  at  court.  Thefe 
three,  having  been  admitted  to  the  imperial  prefence,  accord- 
ing to  his  xpajefty's  commands,  and  after  the  ufual  proftrations, 
continuing  all  the  time  in  a  kneeling  pofturc,  he  addrefled  his 
^eech  to  them  in  'words  to  this  effeft  : 

*       The  emPerorU  fpeech  to  the  three  Jefiiit  miffionaries. 

-**  ^HE  late  emperor  my  father,  after  having  caufed  me  to 
**  -*•  be  brought  up  forty  years  under  his  eye,  liath  made 
^*  choice  of  me,  preferably  to  my  other  brothers,  to  fucceed 
**  him  on  his  throne,  I  make  it  a  capital  point  of  my  duty 
**  not  to  deviate  in  any  thing  from  his  manner  of  governing. 
^*  Some  Europeans  in  the  province  of  Fo-kyen,  who  had  at-  ' 
-**  tempted  to  difannul  our  laws,  and  to  pervert  the  people, 
**  have  been  complained  againft  to  me  ;  and  I  have  thought 
**  myfelf  obliged  to  remedy  that  diforder.  It  is  an  affair 
**  which  concerns  the  empire  committed  to  my  care  ;  and  I 
*^  neither  could,  nor  ought  I  now  to  adl  as  I  did  when  I  was 
**  only  a  private  prince  of  the  blood. 

'  **  You  tell  me,  that  your  religion  is  not  a  falfe  one  :  I  be- 
."  lieve  it;  if  I  thought  otherwife,  what  could  hinder  my 
"  demoliftiing  your  churches,  and  driving  you  out  of  them  i 
*'  A  falfe  religion  is  that,  which,  inftead  of  recommending 
"  virtue,  infpires  men  with  a  fpirit  of  revolt,  like  that  of 
**  Pe-lyen-kiao,  But  what  would  you  fay,  if  I  ihould  attempt 
"  to  fend  a  number  of  bonzas  and  lamas  to  preach  their  reli- 
**  gion  amongft  you  ?  How  would  they  be  received  by  you  ? 
"  Li-ma-hw  (the  Chinefe  name  of  Father  Ricci^  one  of  the 
'*  firft  Jefuits  that  came  into  China  f),  came -hither  at  the 
"  beginning  of  Ovaft,  Vang,  l/'s  reign.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of 
*'  the  reception  he  met  with  from  the  Chinefe  \  I  am  not 
*^  anfwerable  for  what  was   then  done.     But  at  that  time 
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f'  you  were  1)ut  a  fmall  and  loconAderable  nambo:.  Yoa 
"  had  neither  Chriftian  converts  nor  churches  in  any  of  the 
**  Chinefe  provinces ;  and  it  was  not  till  under  my  father's 
"  reign  that  you  b^an  to  build  them,  and  that  jroor  rcligioa 
f*  was  fpread  every-where  \*ith  fuch  furprifing  rapidity.  We 
f  *  faw  it,  but  dared  not  fpcak  a  word  againfl  it ;  but,  if  you 
'<  have  found  means  to  imj)ofe  upon  hkn,  do  not  hope  to  do 
**  the  fame  byjne.  You  would  have  every  Chinee  to  become 
•*  Chriftian ;  your  law  requires  it  of  you,  I  am  well  affured 
"  of  it  J  but,  in  that  caie,  what  muft  be  the  confequence 
f  *  but  that  wp  fhall  become  fubjeft  to  your  kings  ?  Your  new 
<<  converts  own  no  mafters  but  you  ;  and,  if  any  public  dif*- 
f '  turbances  (hould  happen,  wiU  liften  to  none  but  you.  I 
**  am  very  well  fatisfied,  that  at  prefent  we  have  aothiiig  tn 
f •  fear  from  you ;  but,  when  your  European  ftups  iJiaU  come 
**  hither  by  thqufands  and  ten  thoufands,  wiU  there  not  then 
V  be  fome  danger  to  be  feared.?  China  hath  on  the  ix>rth  the 
f  *  J^reat  kingdom  of  Ruffldy  which  is  far  from  a  defpicabi; 
f  one ;  it  hath  on  the  fouth  the  Europeans,  and  dieir  various 
y  kingdoms,  which  are  itill  more  confiderable ;  and,  on  the 
'*  weft,  a  great  number  of  others,  which  I  am  refolved  tpkeep 
"  under,  and  prevent  their  fubjefts  ever  fetting  foot  into 
^  China.  When  Angela^  the  Ruffian  ambaflador's  coll^:ue, 
f*  was  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  fettling  Ruffian 
?*  faftories  in  all  our  provinces,  for  the  better  carrying  on  a 
*'  mutual  commerce,  that  favour  was  denied  to  him  ;  and  he 
**  was  allowed  to  traffick  no-where  but  at  Pe-king  aud  Tchu" 
'*  koo'pay-jingy  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Kalkas.  In  tte  like 
;*  manner  I  have  permitted  you  to  ftay  here,  or  dX^^uang-^ 
f *  tong,  fo  long  as  you  give  us  no  caufe  of  complaint ;  but, 
^'  if  any  fuch  yoix  give  hereafter,  I  will  jieitber  fufier  you  to 
!*  ftay  in  the  one  nor  the  other,  but  drive  you  put  of  every 
;*  one  pf  my  provinces. 
/  "  The  late  emperor  my  father  bath  Joft  a  good  deal  of  his 
*'  reputation,  in  the  opinion  of  our  literati,  by  the  conde- 
f '  fceniion  with  which  he  permitted  you  to  fettle  ir^  his  domi- 
f*  nions.  The  laws  of  our  wifeft  princes  will  adibit  of  no 
f  alteration  ;  and  I  will  never  fujFer  my  reign  to  be  tamiAlied 
**  with  any  thing  of  that  nature.  When  my  children  and 
"  grandchildren  cpme  to  the  crown,  they  may  a6t  as  they  fliaU 
*\  fee  fif,  and  I  trouble  myfelf  no  more  about  it  than  about 
*f  what  is  done  in  Lapland.  Do  not,  however,  imagine,  from 
I*  what  \  have  faid,  that  I  have  auy  thing  to  lay  to  your  chaig^e, 
f  or  any  dcfign  toopprefs  ypu..  You  cannot  but  knpy  howl 
f  blehayed'myfelf  towards  you  when  I  was  only  a  regulo.  The 
{{  family  of  one  <^  your  new  coavei't  mau^darips  in  Lyau-tong^ 
"*  '*    ""  '    ' *" '/  who 
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**  who  publicly  profefled  himfelf  one  of  your  prbfelytes,  rofe 
*^  up  in  arms  againft  him,  for  not  paying  the  ufual  honours 
**  to  his  anceftors.  In  that  perplexity  you  applied  yourfelves 
'*  to  me  5  and  I  extricated  you  out  of  it,  and  cdmpromifed  the 
"  matter.  What  I  do  now  is  in  quality  of  an  emperor  :  the 
**  well-governing  of  this  empire  is  what  ingrofles  all  my  care 
•*•  and  time  from  morning  to  night.  I  do  not  fomuch  as  fee 
**  my  children,  nor  even  my  emprefs,  or  indeed  any  one  ex- 
"  cept  fuch  as  are  intrufted  with  public  affairs ;  and  this  muft 
"  be  my  continual  application  whilfl  the  three  years  mourning 
"  for  my  father  laft ;  after  which  I  may  perhaps  have  oppor- 
"  tunities  of  feeii^you  as  ufual*." 

His  majefty  concluded  his  fpeech  with  defiring  them  to 
acquaint  the  reft  of  thdr  brethren  wkh  what  he  had  faid  to 
th^,  and  difmifled  them  with  a  fmall  prefent.  We  ifhall 
leave  it  to  our  readers  to  make  their  own  remarks'^upon  this 
foodiing  behaviour  to  that  fraternity ;  if  not  perhaps  exagger- 
ated by  the  relater  in  fevour  of  it,  who  was  himfelf  one  of 
them.  This  did  not  hinder  him,  however,  from  giving  them 
loon  after  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  being  fully  deter- 
"  ifiined  to  extirpate  their  religion,  root  and  brandi,  out  of  ' 
,his  dominions;  for,  his  council  having  reprefented  to  him 
the  danger  of  fufferingmifEonaries  of  any  denomination  to 
flay  at  ^ang'tong  (\viich  was  the  laft  favour  they  had  peti- 
tioned him  for,  as  their  ultimate  rrfuge,  and  tbeonly  way  they  " 
had  left  to  fecure  an  entrance  into  China) ^  he  made  no  diffi-  . 
cillty  to  recall  his  promife  to  them,  and  to  order  them  all, 
and  with  the  u^moft  fpeed  poffible,  to  be  tranlported  xo  Ma-^ 
kau;  contenting  himfelf  with  iffuing  an  order,  to  thofe  who 
were  to  be  charged  with  them,  to  treat  them  with  all  proper 
decency  and  humanity ;  which  yet,  if  we  may  rely  oft  our 
author,  he  fufFered  to  be  tranfgrefled  in  almoft  every  inftancc 
of  their  behaviour  to  thofe  unhappy  exiles. 

Before  they  left  his  dominions,  they  had  the  farther 
mortification  to  fee  a  whole  family,  of  their  nobleft  converts 
condemned  to  perpetual  exile  in  fome  of  the  barren  parts  of 
nrtary,  and  to  fee  them  depart  thither  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
loaded  with  chains,  and  in  a  moft  deplorable  guifc.  The  head 
of  it  was  no  lefe  a  perfon  than  a  prince  of  the  blood,  aged  near 
80  years,  and  defcended  from  the  elder  brother  of  the  emperor 
S/mri'/bi,  the  founder  of  the  dynafty  now  reigning.  He  had, 
during  a  long  feries  of  years,  enjoyed  with  great  applaufe  fome 
of  the  higheft  pofts  in  the  empire  ;  and  had  done  feveral  fignal 
ferviccs  to  the  ftate,  efpecially  during  the  laft  reign ;  yet 
neither  thefe,  nor  his  affinity  to  the  imperial  family,  nor  his 
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extreme  old-age,  and  perfonal  merit,  could  obtain  him  either 
a  rcverfion  or  refpite,  or  even  an  alleriaHon  of  his  dreadful 
fentence.  A  pregnant  proof  this  of  the  irreconcilcable  hatred 
Vrhich  that  monarch  bears  to  Chriftianity,  and  of  the  fevere 
treatment  which  any  European  miffionary  muft  expcA,  that 
(hail  venture  into  that  empire  upon  the  like  deHgn,  fo  long  as 
his  reign  laftv.  Their  only  hope  now  is,  that  Providence 
will  fome  time  hence  raife  him  a  fucceflbr  of  a  different  cha- 
rafter,  under  whofe  more  aufpidous  government  they  may  be 
enabled  to  gain  freih  admittance,  and  repair  by  d^;rees  the  im- 
menfe  lofles  which  their  relig^  hath  fuflained  in  fo  fhort  a 
time  within  that  extenfive  empire.  Immenfe  indeed,  if,  as 
we  arc  told,  above  three  hundred  of  their  churches  have  been 
cither  demolifhed,  or  turned  into  public  fchools,  hofpitals, 
itc. ;  and  if,  as.  it  is  farther  aflfirmed,  the  number  of  their 
profelytes  amounted  to  300,000 1»  who  are  fince  either  re- 
turned to  their  old  religion,  or,  at  beft,  live  in  continual  dan- 
ger of  fome  fevere  puniflunent  for  their  faithful  adherence,  to 
their  new  one.  It  is  therefore,  in  all  likelihood,  to  keep  thefe 
hop^  alive,  that  the  public  hath  from  time  to  time  been 
'  amufed  with  accounts,  in  the  foreign  papers,  of  their  having 
fince  met  with  better  fuccefs  and  encouragement  there  from 
the  new  monarch  and  his  miniftry  ;  all  which  hath  hitherto 
proved  to  be  without  the  leaft  foundation,  the  laws  and  go- 
vernment continuing  in  all  appearance  as  aterfe  to,  and  fevere 
againfl,  all  attempts  of  introducing  again  that  profcribed  re- 
ligion amongft  them  ;  and  all  avenues  to  that  empire,  whe- 
ther by  fea  or  land,  being  ftill  as  clofely  watched  as  ever;  in- 
fbmuch  that  fome  Jefuits,  having  ventured  to  penetrate  thi- 
ther in  ftrangc  difguifes,  by  the  way  of  Tong-king,  have  been 
difcovered,  and  arretted  in  their  paflage  through  the  moft 
northern  defart  part  of  that  kingdom,  and  have  been  fince  put 
to  death  by  order  of  the  Chinefe  emperor,. to  whom  thofe 
princes  are  tributary,  as  we  have  ften  in  a  former  volume  *. 

t  Lettr.  edif.  6c  cur.  voK  xvii.  p,  275,  k  feq.  &  279,  &fcq. 
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APPENDIX  /^^  /i&/ Chinefe  Hijiory-, 
Ccntaini'ffg  the  Defcripiion  and  H^ftory  of  the  tributary 
Kingdom  of  Korea. 

IT7E  have  had  frequent  occafion,  in  this  and  fome  of  the  pre- 

^^    ceding  volumes,  to  remark,  that  the  Chinefe  empire  had 

three  confiderable  kingdoms,  which  were  either  tributary  vaf- 

,     fals,  or  paid  only  a  kind  of  tributary  homage  to  it,  without  any 

iarthcr  fubjedtion.    Of  the  latter  fort  are  thofe  of  Twig-khg 
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and  Cochin-china^  ^hlch,  for  that  reafon,  and  to  avoid  as  much 
as  poflible  our  deviating  from  the  gec^raphical  order  we  have 
prefcribed  to  ourfeh^es  in  this  Indian  hiftory,  we  have  already 
give  an  account  of  about  the  end  of  tjie  preceding  volume. 
This  therefore  of  Korea^  and  indeed  the  mdft  confiderable  of 
the  three,  is  the  only  one  of  confequence  wc  have  left  to  fpeak 
of  in  this  place,  as  being  not  only  contiguous  to  fome  part  of 
China  on  the  north,  but  as  being  likewi(e  held  in  ftrifter  fub- 
jeftion  by  the  Chinefe  than  any  other,  but  more  efpecially  by 
the  Tartar  monarchs,  fince  their  conqueft  of  that  empire,  as 
will  be  more  fully  fliewn  in  the  fequel  of  this  appendij^. 

SECT.    I. 

jy'fiREA^  or  Corea^  called  by  the  inhabitants  Tio-cen-koak,  Korea 
jf\^  by  the  Tartars  Solkoy  or,  as  others  write  it,  ^olgon,  de/cribei. 

and  Solho  Kuron,  and,  by  the  Chinefe,  Kau-li-que  (A), 
is  a  large  oblong  peninfula,  fituate  in  the  moft  eaftern  part 
of  China,  between  it  and  the  Japane/e  iflands.  It  hath  by 
fome  late  writers  been  fuppofed  an  illand;  but  Ms  allowed 
now,  by  the  moft  recent  authors,  to  be  contiguous,  on  the 
north,  to  the  eaftern  or  Manchew  Tartars,  as  it  is  on  the 
north-weft  to  the  Chinefe  province  of  Lyau-tong.  It  is  divided 
from  the  reft  of  the  Chinefe  empire  by  the  IVharig-hay,  or 
Teilow  Sea ;  from  Tartary  by  a  ftrong  natural  rampart,  con- 
fifting  of  a  long  ridge  of  high  and  inacceflible  mountains  ; 
and  on  the  eaft,  from  Japan,  by  the  fea  of.  that  name  ;  and, 
on  the  fouth,  is  bounded  by  the  Chinefe  ocean.  Its  extent 
from  fouth  to  north  is  from  340  to  almoft  43°,  and  breadth 
from  8^  10'  to  14*^  eaft  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Pe- 
king *.  Its  utmoft  extent  northward  is  bounded  by  the  river 
Tu'tnen-ula,  which  name  is  common  both  to  xhtKoreaju  and 
Manchews,  and  anfwers  to  the  Chinefe  name  of  JVang-li- 
kyang,  or  river  of  10,000  It* s,  or  Chinefe  {k^alefi,  which  falls 
info  the  Japan  fea.  It  was  likewife  parted  from  the  ^Un-  Parted 
,  chenu  Tartars,  and  part  of  the  province  of  Lyan-tong,  by  2ifrom  Tir- 
ftrong  wall,  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  China,  elfewhcre.^^^y  ^'^ 

defcribed  ** ;  but  fome  part  of  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  de-  ^X^^" 

^  tong  by  « 

■  Baudraud,    La   Martiniere,    Regis    ap.  Du  Halde,  cu;^//. 
vol,  ii.  &  al.  plur.  ^  See  before,  p.  289,  h  fcq. 

(A)    The  words  Kuron,    or  nations  that  of  Kaon,  Tro'^iem^ 

Kuroun,  in  the  MancheiVy  and  huk,  and  iome  others  not  worth 

%fl  or  ^e  in  the  Chinefe,  fig-  mentioning,    befidcs   a  variety  , 

njfy  a  kingdom.     The  Chinefe  of  old  ones  which  it  hath  borne 

books  fometimes   give    it  the  through  the  fevcral  hands  and 

fiarae  of  Chau-tjyeni  and  other  ftag;es  it  hath  pafled(i). 
(i)  Regii  Obferv,  Gtogr,  w  Ko^a,  ap,  Du  Halde,  I'cl.]^, 

ftrovcd 


5^2 


NoKv  it- 
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ftroyed  by  the  Mdnchiws  in  thdr  irraptkxis  into  tbsnt  peoin- 
fula,  which  they  made  oae'ot  their  firft<X)oqiiefis.  The  reft, 
efpecially  on  the  more  northern  fide,  was  ItiU  ikmdii^,  and 
almoft  intire  (B),  till  about  a  ceotnry  ,pafty  fince  which  k  is 
become  daily  more  and  more  ruinous  <^;  however^  there  is 
no  going  into  Korca^  either  from  TarUtry  or  China,  without 
exprefs  permiilion  from  the  emperor. 

The  whole  country  hath  been  differently  dirided  by  the 
CUnefe  mooarchs,  whpfe  tributajry  it  is  pretended  to  have 
been  from  time  immemorial.     At  prefent  it  (^onfiAs  of  eight 

//itfxv^^r  ^provinces,  which  contain  in  all  forty  Kyun^  or  grand  citie? ; 

cities.  33  fijv,  or  cities  of  the  firft  rank;  ^S  Chews,  or  ciries  of 
the  fecond ;  and  70  Myen,  or  cities  pf  the  third  rank ;  in 
all,  201 ;  befides  a  vaft  nuniber  of  fortreiles  and  caftles  dif- 
perfed  in  moft  parts  [of  the  country,  and  chiefly  built  upon 
hills,  all  which  are  well  garrifbned  by  a  pr  iporti(»iable  num- 
ber of  officers  and  foldiers.  The  firfl:  or  chief  of  the  eight 
provinces  is  fituate  in  the  centre  of  the  kingdom,  and  is 
called  Kin£-M,  or  Jbe  province  of  the  court.  The  next  on 
the  eaft  of  it  is  ftyled  Kyang-ywen,  or  fource  of  the  river, 

•  «  Regis  ap.  Du  Halde,  vol.  ii.  &  al.  plar. 
Karea,   on    the    fide  of    that,  in  the  Chintfe  aDrid^ement 


(6)  Korea^  on 
Lyau  tong.  Of,  as  it  was,  Klfo 
called,  ^autottg^  was  parted 
from  it  by  a  wooden  palifade, 
called  from  thence  the  palifade 
of  ^uau'tengt  which  was  a  kind 
of  barrier  between  them ;  but, 
whether  built  before  its  con- 
queft  by  the  Manche<ws,  or  fince, 
is  hard  to  gaefs.  However, 
after  that  time  it  was  agreed 
that  a  fpacc  of  land  between 
the  Manche-tv  Tartars  and  this 
peninfula  ihould  be  left  unculti- 
vated to  ferve  as  a  boundary 
between  them. 

Father i?n^/j  concludes  his  de- 
fcription  of  the  latter  with  a 
carious  c:inje<Stttre»  which  is  not 
at  all  improbable,  'vise,  that  it 
was  fonriCrly  contiguous  to  the 
province  of  Pe-cbeliy  till  the 
Whang-hay^  or  TclLy^  Sca^  form- 
ed that  large  gulph  which  lies 
now  between  them.     The  rea- 


ofchorography,intituled,^tf«^- 
yu-ii,  the  city  of  Chau^tjyen^ 
where  Ki-fc^  then  king  o{  that 
territory,  refided,  is  in -the  ter- 
ritory of  Tottg'pingfu^  a  city  of 
the  Erft  rank  in  the  province  of 
Pe-cheli>  From  which  he  rightly 
concludes  it  improbable,  that 
that  prince  fliould  fix  his  refi- 
denceoutofhis  dominions,  efpe- 
ciaHy  with  fach  a  large  fea  be- 
tween them.  He  confirros  his 
conjedare  with  fome  other  fpe- 
culations  no  lefs  curious,  which 
we  cannot  dwell  upon.  The 
reader  may  fee  them  in  that 
author ;  and  by  the  map  of  that 
country,  aAid  the  fttuationOf  the 
city  of  Tong'fing,  may  eaitly 
convince  himfelf  of  the  proba- 
bility of  the  fca  having,  in  after- 
times,  made  that  large  chafm 
between  that  city  and  the  oppo- 
fite  coaft  (2). 


fon  on  which  he  founds  it  is. 


and 
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and  was  antiently  the  couatry  of  the  MeU'\  the  third,  on 
the  weft,  hath  its  nume  from  the  fVhang^bay,  or  Telhw  Sea^  ' 
and  includes  part  of  the  old  kk^om  of  Cbau-tfien,  and  ' 

country  of  the  aotient/l^d^aiz.  Thc4A,  or  northern,  ftyledPfw^ 
ngan,  or  tke  pacific y  was  formerly  another  part  of  the  Chau- 
tfym  kingdom  ;  and  5.  T/wen-lo^  ovt  the  ibnth  fide,  was  the 
refideoce  of  the  Pyeiy-hau.  6.  Chu-fm^  or  the  faithful  and 
j>ure,  on  ^he  fouth-weftern  fide,  is  the  antient  Mahan,  Kys- 
king,  or  the.  happy.  .  7.  That  on  the  north-eaftern  was  the 
antient  dominion  of  the  Kau-kiu-U.  And,  B.  Jdng^fban,  on 
the  fouth-eaftern  fide,  was  formerly  the  feat  of  the  Chiu-hau. 
Some  late  authors  are  of  oirinion,  that  the  fea  of  Korea  hath^ 
a  communication  with  the  northern  oce^,  becaufe  whales 
are  fometimes  caught  in  the  former  with  Euriipeanhao\i%  and 
harping-irons  flicking  to  their  flefti.  To  which  one  of  our 
authors  adds,  that,  upon  afldng  (ome  of  the  Ksrean  mariners. 
What  countries  lay  on  tlie  north  of  theirs  ?  they  anfwered. 
None,  nor  any  thing  but  a  boutidlcfs  ocean  *.'  But  we  fhail 
find  a  more  proper  place  to  make  a  fardier  inquiry  into  xki%t 
pretended  communication  between  the  northern  and  Japan 
fea. 

The  cities  both  in  the  inland  and  on  the  fea<oafts  arc 
built  and  walled  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of 
China,  though  much  inferior  in  largenefs,  populoufnefs,  beauty, 
and  richnefs.  The  houfes  are  mudiin  the  fame  flyle,  one  ftory 
high ;  in  the  cities  of  brick,  and  in  the  country  moftly  of  earth.  Its  metro* 
The  metropolis  of  the  whole  peninfula  is  fituate  almoft  in  the  fo/is. 
centre  of  it,  and  is  by  the  inhabitantsf'ftyledXiw^-^i'/^tt,  but 
by  the  Chinefe  Kong-ki-tau,  becaufe  they  reckon  the  word  King 
d  too  great  a  dignity  to  be  given  to  any  court  but  their  own. 
We  know  but  little  of  it,  e^^pt  that  the  Chinefe  maps  place 
it  in  latitude  37^  38'  20",  which  is  about  five  degrees  and  a 
half  from  the  northern  boundary,  and  its  longitude  about 
1 1  degrees  eaft  of  Pe-hing,  ' 

KOREJhsLth  but  two  rivers  q{  any  note,  viz,  the  Ta-IA  jii<vers  of 
and  Trz-OT^,  called  by  the  Chinefe  Ta-lu-kyang  and  Tu-men-  note, 
kyang ;  and,  in  the  maps,  by  the  Mancheiu  names  of  Ta-lu- 
ula  and  Tu-men-ida ;  the  words  Ula  and  Kyang  figpifying 
each,  in  its  particular  language,  a  river.  Thefe  two  rife  out, 
of  the  fame  mountain,  faid  to  be  one  of  the  higheft  in  the 
world,  and  called  by  the  Manchews  Shan  Jlin,  and  by  the 
Chinsfe  Chang  PefbaUy  that  is,  the  eyer-ivJ^ite  mountain; 
but  take  oppofite  courfes,  the  one  running  weftward,  and  the 
gther  caftward  :  thf y  are  both  deep  and  rapid,  and  full  of 

♦  Hambl  Journal,  in  Collet,  of  Voy. 
' exceeding 
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«tccediDg  good  water.     As  for  the  others,  which  arc  lefe 
conlidcrablc,  the  reader  may  fee  their  courfe  marked  in  the 
.  map,  according  to  the  Korean  Ohfervations. 

The  northern  part  of  Korea  is  but  barren,  woody,  and 
mountainous,  full  of  wld  beafts,  and  but  thinly  inhabited. 
It  neither  produces  rice,  nor  any  other  corn  but  barley,  of 
Soil  and    which  the  inhabitants  make  a  coarfe  kind  of  bread.     But  the 
fr9du&*     (buchem  is  rich,  and  fertile  of  every  ncceflary  of  life  ;  breeds 
great  quantities  of  large  and  froall  cattle,  befides  fowl  wild 
and  tame,  and  great  variety  of  game.     It  likcwife  produces 
iilk,  flax,  cotton,  and  other  fuch  commodities,  all  which  are 
mariufaftured  among  them,  except  the  filk,  which  they  know 
not  how  to  weave,  but  fend  abroad  unwrought,  either  to 
China  or  Japan^  the  only  two  countries  they  have  any  com- 
^  merccwith.     The  pafTage  to  either  is  (hort,  tho'  not  equally 

ComMiree.,e9Sy  and  fafe  at  all  feaions.     The  Korean  coafts  are  no  lefe 
difficult  of  accefe,    they  being  full  of  rocks,  ftielves,    ifc, 
which  make  the  failing  along  them  very  dangerous  to  thofe 
who  are. not  ufed  to  them  :  and  what  makes  the  Japan  fea 
Hill  more  fo,  if  what  the  Dutch  relation  fays  be  well  founded, 
is,  that  there  is  a  current   that  comes  from  another   and 
J  largf     greater  fea  on  the  north-eaft^  in  which  are  caught  whales  in 
/ea  on  the  great  number,  fome  of  which  are  found  with  books  ami 
N.  E.        cramp-irons,  fuch  as  the  Dutch  and  Greenlanders  ufe  in  the 
ftriking  of  them.  This,  if  true,  (hews  that  there  muft  be  a  pafT- 
age or  communication  between  Ko'i^ea  and  Japan,  which  anfwers 
to  the  ftreights  of  Fey  gat  z  ;  but  whether  fo  or  not,  vre  dare 
not  affirm  upon  that  bare  authority.     HoweA^er  that  be,  the 
Koreans  drive  a  confiderable  trade  with  thofe  two  neighboar- 
Commodi'  ing  countries  ;•  and,  befides  the  raw  iilks  above-mentioned, 
*if^'  export  filver,  lead,  and  fome  other  coarfe  metals,  rich  fiirs 

which  come  from  the  north  parts ;  and,  above  all,  the  famed 
root  Jin-feng  we  have  el fe where  deicribed  **,  which  grows 
here  in  great  plenty,  and  of  which  they  make  no  fmall  gain, 
befides  their  paying  part  of  their  tribute  to  the  Chinefe  em- 
perors in  that  valuable  commodity".  The  laft -quoted  rela- 
tion tells  us  farther,  that  they  have  mines  of  gold  ;  and  that 
their  feas  produce  pearls,  and  variety  of  fifh ;  and  thai  the 
inland  is  infefted  with  a  kind  of  crocodile  of  a  monflrous  lengdi, 
forae  of  them  being  1 8  or  20  Dutch  ells  long.  They  have 
likewife  fome  very  venomous  Terpen ts  in  the  fouthei^n  parts, 
,      and  great  variety  of  wild  beafts  in  the  northern,  particularly 

^  See  before,  p.  q8,  fC).  «  See  the  Dutxrh  rclatjon, 

printed  An.  1670,  and  Coliecl.  of  Yoyag.  printed  at  Amfterdam 
Anno  1718,  by  Bernard,  vol.  iv, 

bsars^ 
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bears,  wolves,  and  wild  boars.  They  ufe  their  oxen  for  Catt/e. 
plowing,  and  their  horfes^for  carriage.  The  people  are  com- 
monly very  flout  and  induftrious,  bold  and  Warlike,  and 
equally  trained  to  the  plough  and  to  the  fword  (C),  to  dome- 
ftic  trades  and  to  navigation  (D),  and  yet  are  generally  affable 
and  civil  to  thofe  that  trade  with  them.  Their  manners, 
cufloms,  and  religion,  nearly  refemble  thofe  of  the  Chinefe. 
Their  drefs,  like  that  of  the  Chinefi  under  the  Tny-ming  dy-  Drefs. 
nafly,  is  a  gov^Ti  with  long  and  wide  fleevcs,  a  high  fquarc 
cap,  a  girdle,  wide  breeches,  and  leather  boots ;  but  the  bet- 
ter fort  wear  this  iaft  of  linen  or  fattin,  and  their  gowns  of 
filk  or  cotton ;  tho'  the  poorer  fort  are  forced  to  takt  up 
with  coarfe  hempen  canvas.  The  northern  provinces  pro- 
duce the  flouteft  men  and  beft  foldiers.  The  rich  commonly 
wear  ftir  caps  and  brocade  clothes ;  and  the  womfen  wear  a 
kind  of  lace  on  their  upper  and  under  petticoats.  The  men  ' 
of  the  higheft  rank,  both  in  the  northern  and  fouthern  partsj 
afFedl  to  appe.ir  in  purple-coloured  filk;  and,  on  public  oc- 
cafions,  their  clothes  are  adorned  with  gold  and  filver.  The 
learned  are  diflinguifhed  by  two  feathqrs  in  their  caps,  and 
the  whole  nation  in  general  are  well-fhaped,  fprightly,-  and  • 

courteous,    lovers    of  learning,    and   fond   of  mufic   and 
dancing.  ^      " 


(C)  The  /)«/f^ relation  above 
quoted  tells  us,  that  every  pro- 
vince in  the  kingdom  is  oblig^^d 
to  fend  once  in  fsvcn  years  all 
the  freemen  that  are  able  to 
bear  arms  to  his  court,  to  do 
duty  there  for  two  months.  Each 
province  hath  its  general,  who 
■flath  four  or  five  colonels  linder 
him,  and  each  of  thefe  as  many 
captains,  every  one  of  whom 
hath  either  the.  government  of 
feme  city,  town,  orfortrcfs.  The 
very  villages  have  fome  infe- 
rior officer,  who  hath  a  propor- 
tionable number  of  men  under 
him  ;  and  thefe,  as  well  as  the 
reft,  are  obliged  to  give  an  ac- 
count every  year  of  the  people 
under  their  government ;  fothat 
the  king  always  knows  what 
number  of  people  he  can  raife 
upon  any  emergency. 


(D)  Three  fides  of  the  penia- 
fala  being  furrounded  by  the 
fea,  tytry  maritime  city  is  ob- 
liged to  maintain  a  vefTel,  or 
gadley,  ready  equipped,  andfur- 
nifhed  with  all  neceifaries,  at 
its  own  charge.  Thefe  veflels 
have  commonly^but  two  mafts,^ 
and  about  30  oars,  with  £ve  or 
fix  men  to  each  oar,  befides 
other  common  failors,  the  whole 
amounting  to  aboat  300  each. 
They  have  likewife  fome  few 
pieces  of  fmall  cannon,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  wild- fire,  to 
ferve  upon  an  attack.  Each  pro- . 
vince,  therefore,  is  obliged  to 
have  its  yearly  admiral,  who 
takes  a  particular  review  of  all 
the  vcflels  under  him,  and  fends 
an  actouht  of  it  to  the  high  ad- 
miral, who  conveys  it  to  the 
king. 

Their 
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LoMgaagi.      TttEik  hioguage  is  different  from  the  Clnnefe^  or  rather  is 
a  mixture  of  that  and  the  Mancheyu  Tartar ;   bnt  they  nfe 
die  Chinefe  charaflers  in  their  writings  and  books.  They  have 
fome  learned  men  amot^  them  who  admire  the  dodhine  of 
Confucius f  and  defpife  the  fuperftitions  of  the  bonzaic  k& ; 
Bwxas     but  that  doth  not  hinder  that  monkifh  tribe  from  being  nn- 
numerous,  merous  all  over  the  country ;  their  idle  life,  and  the  gsun  and 
refpeft  they  extort  from  the  pcojde,  inWte  them  to  it ;  and 
ftill  more  to,  as  they  may  renounce  it  when  riiey  pleafe.     As 
for  the  common  people,  they  fcarce  have  any  religion  ;  and 
all  the  worfhip  they  pay  to  their  idols  is  oftly  lightii^  a  fticl^ 
of  fome  odoriferous  wood  before  them,  and  making  a  very 
low  bow  to  them  at  parting.     Their  temples  and  monafteries 
are  numerous ;  but  are  not  fuSered  to  be  in  thdr  towns, 
but  in  the  country,  and  moftly  upon  or  by  the  fide  of  thdr 
hills,  and  fome  of  them  contain  between  400  and  600  monks. 
Wor/hip*    The  fame  fort  of  worftiip  runs  through  the  whole  pemnfula ; 
fo  that  they  feldom  fall  out  about  religion,  except  that  the 
wifer  and  genteeler  fort  rather  fhew  a  contempt  for  thofe 
idols  and  temples ;   yet  one  common  notion  runs   among 
them,  that  he  that  doth  well  fhaU  be  happy,  and  he  that 
NoCbrip'  doth  ill  ftiall  be  puniftied,  in  another  life.   As  for  Chriftianity, 
mutben.  there  is  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  its  having  ever  got  foot-- 
ing  in  this  country,  even  when  the  miffionaries  were  in  fuch 
high  favour  with  the  Chinefe  emperor,  without  whofe  leave 
they  durft  not  have  attempted  to  introduce  it ;  much  lefs 
likelihood  is  there  of  itd  ever  gaining  admittance  there,  fince 
the  Chinefe  court  made  fuch  fevere  laws  agaifil  it. 
Govern*'  .      The  Korean  government  is  altogether  monarcnical  and 
menu         defpotic ;  for  though,  as  hath  been  already  obferved,  their 
kings  are  tributary  to  the  emperors  of  China^  yet,  excepting 
the  tribute  and^'homage  he  is  obliged  to  pay  to  them,, he  go- 
verns with  an  abfolute  fway,  and  hath  neither  prime  mini- 
fters,  nor  any  other  counfellors,    that  dare  to  controul  or 
7he^  king's  even  advife  him,  unl^fs  he  defires  them.     His  council  chiefly 
louncil.      confifts  of  the  governors  and  general  officers  mentioned  itf 
the  two  laft  notes,  who  are  obliged  at  proper  times  to  attend 
the  court,  and  xa  be  every  day  there  within  call.     Thefe, 
though  they  have  held  the  higheft  dignities,  and  many  times 
to  a  very  great  age,  yet  dare  not  offer  their  counfel  unlefs  it 
be  afked,  nor  meddle  with  any  aSair  of  ftate  unlefs  they  beJ 
Mfolute     appointed  to  it  by  him.     There  are  few  of  them,  except  by 
iyniU.         a  particular  favour,  that  hold  their  pofts  above  three  years, 
efpecially  among  thofe  of  the  fubaltern  rank ;  and  liiany  <A 
them  are  turned  out  before  that'  time,  for  fome  fiult  or  other,- 
the  king  having  his  fpies  every-where  to  inform  him  of  theli' 

conduit; 
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condaft ;  fo  that  the  fear  of  incurring  his  difpleafure  obliges 
them  to  concur  with  him  in  every  thing,  and  to  conceal  their 
AHike  to  whatever  he  orders  or  doth. 

He  fuffers  neither^  lords,  nor  any  other  grandees,  to  hold 
cities  or  towns,  or  even  villages,  by  right  of  inheritance,  but 
only  during  theJr  Ihrcs,  after  which  they  revolve  to  him  ;  fo  Gran^eej, 
that  their  chief  revenue  confifts  only  in  certain  lands  which  ^^"^  '^' 
they  hold  of  him  during  pleafure  ;  and  a  great  number  of  ^^^^^ 
ilaves,  which  they  keep  to  cultivate  them  5   whilft  the  lands 
and  places,  which  they  enjoy  under  him,  inrirely  depend  on  his 
"Will,  'and  revert  to  him  after  their  death.     His  chief  revenue 
confifts  in  a  tenth,  which  the  people  pay  to  him  yearly  out  of 
the  ptxxluft  of  their  lands ;  and  fome  cuftoms  laid  on  the 
commodities  either  imported  or  exported ;  other  taxes  are 
not  known  among  them,  except  on  emergent  occaf^ons. 

What  thdr  laws  are  we  know  not,  except  that  Ki-f/e,  one  tanvs. 
of  their  firft  monarchs,  of  whom  we  fhall  fpeak  in  the  fequel, 
compiled  a  fet  of  them  out  of  the  Chinefe  Shi-kingy  uhich  he 
reduced  into  eight,  and  caufed  them  to  be  publifhed  in  his 
new  kingdom  ;  and  that  they  had  fo  good  an  cfFeft  on  his  Sihgu/ar 
fobjefts,  that  theft  and  adultery  were  crimes  unknown  unto  heme/ij' 
them,  nor  did  any  of  them  ftiut  their  doors  at  night ;  and 
though  many  revolutions,  which  that  kingdom  hath  gone 
through  fince,   have  made  them  deviate,  yet  our  author  ^ 
aflRires  us-,  they  may  be  fHll  juftly  looked  upon  as  a  pattern 
to  other  nations  (E).     They  are  not  indeed  fo  eminent  for  Gh^en  t§ 
their  continence  ;  fmce  they  abound  with  loofe  women,  and  ^$men, 
the  young  men  and  maids  are  very  familiar  with  each  other. 
They,  marry  without  making  fuch  prefents  to  each  other  as  M^rri^ 
they  do  in  China,  or  ufing  any  other  ceremony.     The  princes  ages. 
and  princefles  of  the  blood  always  match  with  each  other, 
and  the  grandees  follow  the  fame  rule  in  their  families. 

f  Vide  Hamel  Journal  in  Collea,  Voy.  vid.  &  Chevr.  hift; 
of  Korea,  Art.  V. 

(E)  This  is  in  a  great  mea-  which  that  againft  adultery  is 

fare  contradided  by  the  Dutch  one  of  the  fevereft,  except  fuch 

I  relation  often  quoted,  which  re-  as  the  king  in  feme  cafes  caafes 

(prefents  the  Koreans  as  fo  natu-  to  be  inflidled   oti  traitors  and 

.  rally    given  to  pilfering    and  obnoxious  perfons,  >vhich  arc 

ilealing,  that  he  fays  they  are  commonlyarbitrary,  and  againft 

forced  to  have  very  feverc  laws  which  it  would  be  equally  dan- 

againft  it.     The  reader  may  fee  gerous  to  make  any  objection  or 

an  account  of  their  feveral  pu-  demur  (2). 
I  •  nifiiments  in  that  author,aniongft  ~ 

\      (3)  ^«f  *'«'•  »▼•  of  the  RsUt*  ^tft'tnentipnidf  prinud  as  Anfif^&w  ly  Fred* 
Birnard,  17 18,  ,  ' 
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They  keep  their  dead  three  years  unburied,  aad  fo  Ipng  wear 
mourning  for  their  parents,  but  for  a*  brother  only  three 
months.  When  the  bodies  are  interred,  they  place  by  the 
fide  of  the  grave  the  clothes,  chariots,  horfes,  arms,  eSrc. 
of  the  deceajcd,  and  in  general  whatever  they  were  fond  of  in 
their  life-time,  which  are  carried  ofF  by  thofe  who  affift  at 
the  funeral.  They  arc  for  the  moft  part  very  fuperftitious, 
as  are  all  the  worftiippers  of  Fo  g,  and  abhor  th6  depriving  of 
any  creature  of  life.  Their  punifhments  are  commonly  of 
the  mild  kind ;  and  fuch  crimes  as  are  efteemed  capital  in 
other  countries,  are  puniihed  only  with  baniAunent  into  fcMQC 
of  the  neighbouring  iflands.  Petty  crimes  are  punifliedwkh 
baftonading  on  the  back ;  but  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  ill  lan- 
guage arc  put  to  death.  When  a  criminal  is  to  be  puniihed, 
they  commonly  throw  a  fack  over  his  head,  which  comes  d  jwn 
to  his  feet ;  by  which  means  they  conceal  his  fliamc,  aixl  hold 
him  fafter  in  their  power. 

Their  houfes  have  but  one  (lory,  and  are  very  p!.^n,  and 
thatched :  they  have  no  beds,  but  lie  on  mats.  They  ui'e 
plates  and  difhes,  and  moft  of  their  furniture  is  plain.  They 
are  moderate  in  eating  and  drinking  ;  and  aie  corr.mf»-'y 
healthy,  and  take  no  phyfic.  Their  wine  is  made  of  a  -rjila 
which  they  call  Paniz,  which  we  take  to  be  a  coarfer  k;  of 
rice,  fitter  for  that  purpofe  than  for  eating.  Wc  do  not  ylA 
of  any  vines,  or  of  thofe  exquifite  fruits,  and  odoiiterousguns 
and  woods,  among  them,  which  arc  fo  plentiful  in  th>  warm^^f 
foil  of  China ;  but  they  have  a  tree  not  unlike  the  paJ^a, 
whofe  gum  makes  an  excellent  varniih,  and  of  fo  beautifn:  a 
yellow,  that  it  looks  like  gilding.  They  make  a  foit  c;f  cotton 
paper,  which  is  ftronger  and  more  lafting,  and  bears  a  ^:  -ea.^T 
price,  than  any  in  China.  They  have  few  natui  :!  i;uetie3» 
accept  a  breed  of  horfes  not  above  three  feet  high,  and  a  fo: : 
of  hens  whofe  tails  are  three  feet  in  lei^th.  Their  comL-:-  \ 
weapons  were  crofs-bows,  and  long  fabres  without  omameius, 
but  they  have  fmce  learnt  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  from  the-C'j^i 
'nefe. 

They  are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  liberal  fciences  ;  and  tht'ir 
literati  know  fo  little  of  geography,  that  they  divide  the  whole 
world  into  no  more  than  1 2  kingdoms,  antiently  all  fubjeft  to 
that  of  China^  but  fince  become  independent,  and  their  maps 
extend  no  farther  than  that  of  Siam  ;  fo  that,  when  they  h^ 
Eiiropeans^  talk  of  the  many  kingdoms  which  that  and  the 
other  three  parts  of  the  world  contain,  they  (^annot  forbear 
alking  them  with  a  fmilc,  How  it  is  foible  for  the  fun  to  en- 


t  Vide  fup.  p.  io8,  k  feq,  1 1 4,  &  feq. 
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hghten  them  ally  nnlefs  indeed  they  givt  the  name  cf  king* 

dorn  to  fuch  contemptible  countries^  or  inconftderable  ijlands^ 

€U  hardly  deferve  that  of  a  dijlri^f,  or  barren  hamlet.     This 

i$  indeed  very  difFerent  from  what  we  are  told  by  other  wri* 

ters,  that  forae  of  their  books  affirm,  that  the  earth  contains  ' 

'above  80,000  different  countries ;  but  this  laft  they  probably 

had  from  the  Cftiw^f.'  /  , 

S  E  C  T.    11. 
Origin^  Antiquity y  and  Hiftorfj  of  the  Koreans. 

WE  can  fay  little  concerning  the  origin  and  antiquity  of 
the  Koreans f  except  that  it  is  as  dark,  impenetrable^ 
and»  according  to  fome  of  their  own  accounts,  as  fabulous 
and  abfurd  as  that  of  any  other^^ern  nation ;  they  making  no  '  ^ 

(cruple  to  cry  up  the  heads  of  their  feveral  hords  or  tribes  as 
the  miraculous  offspring  of  foifte  god,  demigod,  or  hero,  after 
the  manner  of  the  old  febulous  Greeks  (F).  They  are  how- 
ever allowed  by  moft  Europeans  to  be  of  Tartarian  extraft  ; 
.and  their  country  to  have  antiently  been  inhabited  by  various  *  "^ 

tribes  of  them,  the  principal  of  which  were  the  Me^  the  KaU" 

'    t  De  hoc,  vid.  fop.  vol 
nbi  fup.  &  al.  mult. 

(F)  To  give  oar  readers  one 
inftance,  for  all,  of  this  their 
•vanity,  the  Kau-J^idi,  who  are 
defceoded  from  the  fu-yu^  a 
..people  of  eafteio  Tartary,  give 
the  following  account  of  one  of 
their  antient  heroes  :  A  daugh- 
ter of  the  god  Ho'bang'ho  bemg 
detained  in  clofeconfinement  by 
-the  king  of  the  Kau-kyuli^  con- 
xeived  one  day  by  the  rays  of 
.the  fun,  and  was  afterwards  de- 
livered of  an  egg  as  lai^e.-  as  a 
buihel,  wfierein  wa?  found  a 
male  child ;  who,  when  grown 
up,  was  called  Chu-mongj  or 
gQod  archer i  and  made  overfeer 
of  his  fluds.  Chu'tttoftg  ftarved 
the  good  horfes,  and  fattened 
die  bad,  by  which  means  the 
kktg  chofie  the  latter,  and  left 
*him  the  former.  One  day,  as 
Aey  were  hunting,  his  majefty 
gave  him  leave  to  ilioot  what 
'game  fell  in  his  way  j  and  he 

'    '     •  (3)  ^'Z'U  ^ifif^e, 

.     Mod.  Hxst.Tol.  VIII.  LI  hyulf. 


viii.  p.  6,  &  (D) ;  vid.  &  Hamel, 


flew  fo  great  a  number  of  fallow 
deer,  as  made  the  king  think  of 
cutting  him  off.  Chu-mongt^er^ 
ceiving  his  intention,  fled ;  and, 
being  dofely  purfued,  and  com- 
ing to  a  large  river  which  he 
could  not  crofs,  cried  out,  Mf 
Jhall  ly  rwho  am  the  offspring  of 
the  fun f  and  the  grand/on  of  the 
god  Ho  hang-ho,  be  prevented 
by  this  rrver  from  efcapingp  He 
had  no  fooner  ended,  .than  a  vaft 
multitude  of  fifhes,bindingthem* 
felves  together,  made  a  bridge, 
over  which  he '  paffed  to  the 
other  fide,  where  he  met  threa 
perfons,  one  dreffed  in  hempen 
cloth,  the  fecond  in  a  quilted 
garment,  and  the  third  with 
fea-weeds.  Thefc  three  accom- 
panted  him  to  the  city  of  Kyi- 
Jhing'ku,  where  he  took  the 
name  of  Kau,  to  fignify  that  he 
was  of  the  Kau-kyuliantSLQc  (3). 
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hyxdi^  and  the  Hau ;  the  laft  of  which  were  again  divided 
Inio  three  hords,  viz.  the  Ma-hau^  the  Pyeu-hau^  and  the 
Chln-hau,     We  have  lately  mentioned  the  feveral  parts  of  tt^ 
country  which  they  inhabited/  in  fpeaking  of  dieir  e^ht 
piovinces,  at  which*  time  they  were  governed  by  their  refpec- 
tive  princes,  till  in  procefs  of  time  they  all  coalefced  inlooac 
kingdom,  and  were  at  length  fubdued  by  the  CUnefe  ^. 
When  firfi      ^jjE  Chinefe  zxii^'^  pretend,  that  the  Koreans  have  been 
fubdued.     fubjeft  to  them  ever  lince  the  reign  of  Tau^  their  dghth  em- 
peror from  Fo-hiy  and  continued  fo  till  the  tyranny  of  7kw- 
kang,  the  third  monarch  of  the  Hya^  or  firft  dynafty  (who, 
according  to  their  chronology,  began  his  reign  in  the  year  be- 
fore Chriil  2 1 88)  caufed  them  to  revolt.    Kye^  who  afcended 
the  throne  1 8 1 8  before  Chrift,  obliged  them  to  become  tribu- 
Revolt,     .^ary  to  him  ;  but  his  opprelBfe  fwav  foon  caufed  them  to  rc» 
volt,  and  even  to  feize  on  part  of  his  dominions.     Kye^  being 
dethroned  by  Chin-tang  1766  years  before  Chrift,  reduce^ 
•them  foon  after  his  becoming  head  of  the  Shangy  or  fecond 
TwiWf      :dynafty.     They  again  attacked  China  in  the  reign  of  Chong- 
China.       ^-^^^^  which  began  1562  before  Chrift,  and  continued  fomc- 
•  times  ftibmiiTive,  fometimes  rebellious,    till  the  year   1324 
before  Chrift,  when,  through  the  weaknefs  of  the  emperor 
Vu'tingy  they  fubdued  the  provinces  of  Kyang-nan  and  Shau* 
iQHgy  and  kept  polleflion  of  theo^till  they  were  again  fubdued 
'hy  TJin-cbi'iuhang.  *- ■ 

Th f,3E  times,  however,  are  allowed  to  be  obfcure  hitherto  ;  , 
and  the  Chinefe  biftory,  confirmed  by  the  calculation  of  feve- 
ral eciipfes  therein  mentioned,  begins  not  the  foundation  of  . 
^y)  r  .  this  Korean  rhonarchy  till  the  time  of  Ki-tfey  a  prince  famous 
thtir  firft  I'^j,  j^j^  wifdom,  and  uncle  to  the  then  emperor  Chevjy  the  laft 
"  *"^'  monarch  of  the  fecond  dynafty  *,  who  caufed  him  to  be  im- 

.  prifoned,  for  the  found  and  free  counfels  he  ventured  to  g^vc 
him.     Kl'tfey  hov;ever,  was  foon  after  reftored  by  Vu-iMmg^ 
the  foYinder  of  the  next  or  third  dynafty,  who  mounted  the 
throne  1 122  years  before  Chrift,'  to  whom  he  <lelivered  the 
inllru(ftions  coAtarned  in  tht  Shirking ,  book  iv.*  c.  6. ;  but, 
being  unwilling  to  live  under' -a  prince  by  whom   his  own 
family  had  been  dethroned,  he  retired  into  that  part  of  Korea 
1 1   d  cc    *^^"  c:alied  Chan-tfyeny  where,  by  the  emperor's  aififtance, 
//'/  Chi-    ^"^^  ^^^  ^^'^  merit,  he  was  made  king,  and  .introduced  the 
nofe  la^Kiy  ^^^nefe  politenefs  ;   and,  by  his  fingular  wifdom,  fo  firmly 
fcc.  fettled  himfelf  on  the  throne,  that  his  pofterity  enjoyed  it 

fucccffively  till  Ching-tfi-wh^^ig^   vho  came  to  the  Chmeje 
^ crown  in  the  year  246  before  Chrift,  made  Chau-tfytn  de- 
pendent on  Lyaurtongj  allowing  only  to  the  defceadants"of 

k  See  p.  522,  &  feq.      .,^*De4ioc,  vid.  fop.  p.  392,  &  feq, 

'     •    •  ^         ki't/i 
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-3K5F'//?  the  ^de  of  Hew,  or  JJar/r,  tUl  SAw«  rcalTumcd  that  of  Chun  r/- 
*^«^,  or  /C«jf ,  about  forty  years  after.  fi*^^  ^^^ 

He  didiiot,  however,  enjoy  it  long,  before  be  was  defeated  ^^^  ''^^* 
mt  feverai  cnconnters  by  Weyman  (G),  who  nt  length  put  an 
*Jiid  ^tO'  the  family  of  A5-//&,  and  fefeed  upon  that  crown.   He 
Mras  afterwards,  though  after  fevcral  refufals,  confirmed  in  it 
l>y  the  eipperor  Wey-ti,  or  rather  by  his  mother,  who  governed 
-  Mitring  his  minority,  and  by  <legrees  brought  the  Me^  the 
/Cay-kyuUy  and  the  reft  of  the  Koreans,  under  liis  govem- 
iment.    Teip-kyu,  his  grandfon,  about  the  year  before  Chrift 
a  16,  having  put  to  death  the  Chinefe  ambaffador,  the  emperipr 
Vu-ti  fent  an  army  againft  him,  but  without  fucccfs ;  but  it 
'Mra^  not  long  before  Tew-kyu  was  aflaflinated'  by  Ms  own  fob-  Ycw-kjni 
'jeds,  who  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  the  emperor ;  upon  which  affaffin- 
'Chau-tfyen  vas  reduced  into  a  province,  and  called  by  him  «^^^* 
XpBtng'hay ;  and  Korea  divided  into  four  more,  viz.  Chin-fau,  ^rf-  ^^*'* 
JfAng'tongy  ho'langy  and  Huen-tu  ;  ^nd  the  emperor  Chau-ti,  ^  *  *°' 
%vho  began  his  reign  y^nno  86  before  Chrift,  lince  reduced  ^y^,-^^ 
fCorea  into  two  provinces.  ^.^^  ^^^^ 

About  fixty  years  after,  the  emperor  J^«^-vw-ft"reduced  ^nces. 
the  kingdom  of  Chau-tfyen,  and  made  it  dependent  on  that  Jnno  86, 
of  Lyau'tongy  then  under  the  government  of  Chyi-'tong,  fanned 
for  his  wifdom  and  probity.    In  the  mean  time  the  king  oF 
JTtfw-^j/wfi  conquered  the  Me,  Hau,  Eu-yu,  and  fome  part  of 
Ja^n  \  but  ftUl  continued  tributary  to  the  Chinefe  emperors, 
till  Kong  carried  his  arms  into  China  for  the  firft  time,  took 
the  city  of  Huen-tu,  and  killed  the  governor  of  Lyau-tong  in 
battle.     Kong  was  however  defeated  in  his  turn  by  a  fon  of 
the  king  of  Fu-yu  ;  and  was  fuccceded  by  his  fon  Swi-chin,  Swi-chin 
who  reftored  Huen-tu  to  the  emperor,  and  paid  him  the  ufual  reftores 
tribute.     But,  in  the  weak  reigns  of  Whan-ti  and  Ling-ti,  he  Huen-tu* 
s^in  invaded  the  country  of  Huen-tu,  whence  he  was  after-  ExpelUd 
•  wards  expelled  by  Kew-lin,  governor  of  that  province ;  part/****  'V. 
of  his  own  kingdom  waslikewife  taken  from  him,  and  the -4^^^-^* 
remainder  deftroyed  under  a  fucceeding  dynafty.  '9°* 

But  here  it  will  not  be  improper  to  obfcrve,  that  the  Chi-  Korea 
«g/^  anixais  make  not  the  leaft  mention  of  the  conqueft  which/«WW  fy 
^    die  Japanefe  made  of  this  peninfula  about  the  year  201  after  /^  Japan- 

(G)  Wey-mmt,  or,  ^s  others  which  C&in«  was  divided  under     .\  . 

-  call  him,  Nymty  was  a  native  of  his  government   (4),   to  enter 

^i'cheliy  ai^d  tpok  advantage  of  Cbau-tfyen  at  the  head  of  fome 

'  the  confofion  that  then  reigned  difbanded  foldiers,  where  he  de- 

•in  China,  whilft  Kawtfu,  alias  feated  and  killed  Chun,  and  de- 

lyiwfiifig,  founder  of  the  Hmti  ftroyed  the  r^ft  of  the  royal  fa- 

or  fifth  dynafty,  was  reducing  mily  (5). 
all  the  fevcral  kingdoais  into 

L 1  a  CWftf 


55a  Tbi  Hifi9rj  of  Yiottz.  B.Xm. 

Chrift,  under  their  emperor  TJtn^^  or  rather  of  his  martnl 
emprefs  Dfin-gu^  a  celebrated  heroine,. who  ^JBOaed  hiia  in 
it;  ioti  that  monarch  dying  foon  after  his  entering  upon  iliat 
expedition,  left  it  to  be  completed,  by  her ;  which  ihe  did 
with  fach  fuccefs  and  fpeed,  that  the  whole  Korean  kiqgrfnm 
was  in  a  very  few  years  reduced,  and  made  tributary  to  tbc 
Japanefe  empire.  How  long  they  continued  under  that  fiib- 
jedtion,  the  Japanefe  hiftory  doth  not  inform  us ;  but  owns, 
Sbmke  •jf  ^^  ^Q  procdls  of  time,  and  by  the  afliflance  of  the  eaftem 
^  yoke.  Tartars f  they  found  means  to  fliake  off  the  yoke,  and  reftoied 
their  government  to  its  antient  form,  till  again  fubdued  by 
the  Chinefe.  From  that  time  the  Japan  emperors  have  made 
frequent  attempts  to  recover  it,  fometimes  with,  but  ofteoer 
without,  fuccefs;  fo  that  they  were  glad  at  laft  to  let  them 
continue  unmolefted  for  a  confiderable  fpace.  Tay-cbo^  the 
fecular  monarch  of  Japan^  was  the  firft,  who,  after  that  loi^ 
interval,  revived  his  pretenfions,  but  .di%uifed  them  under 
^  the  colour  of  deiigning  to  invade  China^  and  defiring  thdr 

afliflance ;  but  the  Koreans  feeing  through  his  views,  and 
having  murdered  his  ambafladors,  a  war  was  renewed,  which 
laAed  feven  years,  and  of  which  we  fliall  give  a  farther  ac- 
count in  a  proper  place. 

But  to  return  from  this  neceflary  digreffion,  Chau^  or  KaUj 

the  great  grandfon  6i  Song,  lately  mentioned^  bdng  made 

king  of  Chau'tfyen  by  the  emperor  Tong-kya^  the  kings  of 

Korea  continued  to  be  created  to  that  dignity  during  the  dy- 

nafties  of  T/tn,  Seng,  Tft,  the  latter  Wey,  and  Chew,  till  the 

feventh  year  of  Tang-ti,  the  fecond  emperor  of  the  Swi  dy- 

nafty,  when  Twen,  then  king  of  it,  invaded  Lyau-tong  at  the 

Koreans    head  of  an  army :  for  this  Yang-ti  fummoned  him  to  appear 

iirvade       before  him  ;  and,  upon  his  refufal,  marched  againft  him  in 

Lyau.       perfon ;  but,  the  Koreans  taking  (belter  in  their  cities,  and 

^^'  ^,    .defending  themfclves  ftoutly  in  them,  the  emperor  was  ob- 

6\i      ^^^  ^^  retire,  for  want  of  provifions.    He  attempted  thricjc 

Kyen:-va  ™^^^  ^^  reduce  them,  but  without  fuccefs.    Kyen-vu^  ths 

mounts  the  ^^^  ^^  Twen,  fucceeded  his  fether,  and  was  honoured  with 

Korean      the  title  of  Shang-chu-que,  or  the  pillar  of  the  fiate,  by  the 

Jhroni..      founder  of  the  Tang  or  thirteenth  dynafty.     At  this  rime 

JfierQhr.  Korea  was  divided  into  five  governments  ;  v/z.  that  of  the 

6ao.      court,  or  middle ;  and  the  other  four  refpefting  the  four 

points  of  the  compafs ;    and  Kay-fu-ven,  of  the  family  of 

Twen,  then  governor  of  the  eaftem  canton,  and  a  briitilh 

Atfaffm^    and  treacherous  perfon,  aflaflinated  Kyen-vu  his  foverdgn, 

^ed.        -«fed  his  body  with  the  utmoft  indignity,  and  fet  up  Tfang,  a 

younger  brother  of  the  deceafed,  on  the  throne,  but  gsAj 

under  the  title  of  Molichi,  andrefcrved  the  power  in  his  own 

hands.    This  traitor  pretended  to  be  the  foa  of  a  river-god, 

....  .      -      '  '  5a 
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in  order  to  fccure  a  particular  regard  from  that  fuperftitioiis 
people. 

.  Im  the  mean  time  the  emperor  Tay-tfong^  being  informed  7hi  impi* 
of  his  murder  and  treafon,  marched  againft  him  at  the  head  rTmarcb* 
of  a  powerful  army^  and  was  joined  by  the  kings  of  Ki-tau*  f'  againfi 
hi^  Pe-yij  and  Sim^h^  took  feveral  towns  from  him,  and  fat  '^'  ^^^^j* 
down  before  that  of  Lyau-tong^  which  he  took  by  ftratagcm,  y^^Jif^ 
reduced  to  a  city  of  the  fecond  rank,  and  called  it  Lyau-chew.     gtg 
He  next  took  the  city  of  Ngan-fln^  to  the  relief  of  which  two 
•brave  Moko  generals  came,  at  the  head  of  1 50,000  of  their 
troops.     Thefe  the"  emperor  attacked  in  their  trenches,  and  Hisfucafi* 
touted  them.     The  generals,  upon  their  fubmiffion,  were 
Idndly  received  ;  but  he  ordered  3000  of  the  Moko  of  Pin-jam 
to  be  buried  alive ;  and  caufed  a  monuinent  to  be  erefted  on 
the  mountain  at  the  foot  <^  which  he  had  incamped,  in  me-' 
mory  of  this  viftory.     Not  long  after  Kay^fuen^  dyii^,  was 
fttcceeded  as  Molichi  by  his  fon  Nan-feng ;    but  a  difcord 
ariling  between  him  and  his  younger  brothers,  they  came  in 
perfon  to  the  emperor  Kau-tfongy  who  was  then  fending  fome 
forces  to  the  afliAance  of  the  Siu-hy  againft  whom  the  Koreans 
and  Moko  had  declared  war.    That  monarch  fent  an  army  Kau- 
agai^  the  Koreans,  under  the  command  of  his  general  li-  ^<^°g 
tfin^;  and  inquiring  of  the  Kya-yeu-chongj  or  cenfor  of  thc^^  ^ 
empire,  his  opinion  of  that  expedition,  was  anfwered,  that  ^^  ^ 
thejecret  memoirs  declared^  that  the  dyndjiy  or  race  of  Kau  ^^^ 
Jbouldnot  reign  in  Korea /W/  900  yi^ars,  and  that  it  wouU  be  jftg^Q^ 
ruined  by  a  general  aged  80  years*     Now,  continued  the       57^ 
cenfor,  this  is  the  ^ooth  year  Jtnce  the  family  ^Kau  fueceeded  A  notable 
^bat  of  Han,  and  thegeneraliffimo  Li-tfing  is  four/core  years  prophecy 
eld^     Beftdes^  the  'people  are  divided  amsng  themfelves  ;  andfo  about  the 
diftrejfed  by  famine^  that  ^  the  very  wolves  and  foxes  appei^r  in  expedition^ 
their  cities  \  hy  which  prodigies  they  are  intimidated^  fo  that 
the  deftruSHon  (f  the  Kau  dynqfy  is  at  hand,    Acc<M:dingly 
the  Chinefe  general  befi^d  Pin-jam  \  and  Tang^  the  titular 
king  of  Korea,  with  about  100  attendants,  furrender^d  him- 
feUF  to  him,  and  met  with  a  kind  reception ;  notwithftanding 
which,  Nan*kyen  defended  the  city  with  lingular  braveiy,  till  one 
of  the  gates  was  betrayed  to  the  impe]:ial  forces,  and  he  was 
madeprifoner.  ThenwasAir^^x  again  divided  into  five  provinces, 
Confifting  of  1 70  principal  cities,  and  ^90,000  families. 

In  the  reign  of  the  emprefs,  or  rather  ufurperefs,  mother  of  Paw- 
J^tf-*tfti;  S  Ptfjf->^w^,  the  grandfon  of  7)&ii^,  laft  king  of  this  ywcn 
country,  was  created  king,  of  the  fecond  rank,  of  Chau-tfyen,  to  *^^^  ^^^t 
which  Korea  had  changed  its  name,  inftead  of  Kau-ti.  In  this  tf^he/e- 
ftatc  the  government  of  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  one  of  its  '^  '"f? 
kings  named  Fan-kien,  who  afTumed  the  dignity  of  king,  fub;   '^j^!^^  ^* 
k  See  before,  p.  445,  Sc  feq[, 
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Van-kyen  daod  the  Idi^dbma  of  Pe-tfi  and  Sithh,  and  removed  ^' 
aJimiJthi  court  from  Pin-jam  ieaftward  to  the  foot  of  tlie  mouotss* 
r^jai  dig-*  Sofig-yc.    Hqvirever,  his  three  foeeeflbrJi^  pud  hom^  to  the 
"'tK*  (%iii^  empetorsv  tUl  the  laft  of  them,  named  GAi,  vns  of>^ 

JfterChr.  jjg^  j^  p^y  j^  ^^  ^  Kitdn  Tartars y  who  Yaei.  conqiiefed  Aa- 

?*^'      north  partt  of  Onna^  which  were  called  Lydu^  and  tdkeir 
JfiirCbr.  f^  towns  from  Vang-fun^  the  fucceifi)r  of  CW,  and  obliged 
^96^*      him  to  remove  his  court  farther  from  them  :  but  he,  makifig 
S^kSm'  ^  9X&XQio^  widi  the  iVywr^e  r^ff^/  (H),  who  defhnoyctf 
'  jLyatt,  and  fixed  themfelves  ia  the  ooHh  of  Chinas  expeOed 
the  Kitans  out  of  his  domioionSt  and  paid  homage  agais  to 
the  Chinefi  monarch,  and,  for  his  bravery  was  highly  ho- 
noured by  him.    Ifis  fucceflbrs  were  no  lefs  favoared  bjr 
them ;  and  indeed,  confiderittg  the  then  reigniog  conteAs  b&t 
tween  the  northern  and  fiSuthem  mqnarchs  of  ChituL,  ia  which 
the  Koreans  were  courted  by  both  fides,  their  alliance  was  fb 
ODofiderable,  that  they  might  make  their  own  tenn$  with 
Anamhaf'  ather  ;  and  the  emperor  Kau^tfong^  upon  his  mDimtii^  the 
fy  to  Kg-    throne,  was  fo  afraid  of  their  jcnning  with  the  Kin^  or  narth- 
^*  ern  family,  that  he  fent.them  a  grand  ambafiy,  to  gaizf  them 

JfurChr.  ^  j^^  ^^^ .  ^^^  ^^  difeppointed  by  the  ATw's  fending  thither 
'  '^^*     Vang-chu  with  the  tide  of  king.    SdsK  time  after  Che^  thea 
king  of  Kona^  fent  his  fon  Ching  to  pay  homage  to  the  em* 
peror  Li-tfcng  %  but,  his  &ther  dying  about  the  dme^  he  re* 
turned  to  take  poflbffion  of  his  kingdom,  and  had  it  confirmed 
to  him  by  that  monarch.     This  prince  had  paid  tribute  36  . 
times^  when  Sk-t/Ut  as  the  Chine/e,  or  Hu-fn-lay^  as  the  Tir* 
iarsy  call  him  (the  fon  of  the  fao^  Jenghiz  KhAti^  and  the 
Kohlay  of  Marco  Pelo  the  Verutian  traveller)  ^  was  meditatkig 
the  conqueft  of  Japan^  and  defigned  to  pa&  through  Korea 
thither.    In  purfuk  of  which  prc^ieA  he  fent  an  ambailador  to 
japan^  whom  he  ordered  to  pafs  through  Korean  znA  to  take 
Koreans    ^*  %^^i^  from  thtoce ;  but,  the.  Koreans  not  confentli^  to  , 
I     ^gfafi  paf  '**»  ^^  emperor  fo  highly  refented  it,  that  though  65W^  had 
fagetoUMz  ^^"^^^  ncgleiled  to  pay  his  tribute  to  him,  yet  he  ieoed  upon 
pi-lay 'j   "  Si'king,  or  Pm-jam^  and  called  it  Ung-rmrfu.    Btit,  upio» 
^^I'^'    .  .        ^  See  befdre,  vd.  iv.  p.  515,  &  feq. 

(H)lrhefe  had  formerly  been  of  5fl»/s   family  iiU  keeping 

ftibjta    to    the    Koreans^   and  poffeffion  of  the  fouthem  fro- 

had    in    their    t«rn    fubdoed  vinces,  as  we  have  feen  in  the 

dicm»    Their  princei  had  af-  C&i^  hiftory.     As  to  the  far- 

fumed  the  title  of  empcrora,  and  ther  particttlars  of  the  Hyu^he 

Jive  the  name  of  Kin  to  their  lattan,  mms^  Ut.  their  va- 

family,    though    they  are  r:ot^  rioiis  mimet,  tribe*,  territories, 

reckoned  among  the  dynaftic&,  (^r.  we  fiiatt  refer  om*  readers  to 

bccaufe  they  never  were  folc  the  Tartar  hiftory  •. 
^    Rafter  of  China,  the  emperors  ^  / 
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wfi'S  fucceeding  his  fether  Ching,  he  married  a  daughter  of 
tes*  ein:{>eror,  and  received  the  feal  of  the  emperor's  fon-in- 
iWi  "^js^th   the  title  of  king  of  Korea.     He  1  then  took  the 
ISUSi^   of-  KyUy  and  his  third  fucceiTbr  was  called  Song,  and 
5rofai  J^amg'kyenX.o  Song  are  reckoned  28  kings  of  Korea,,  of 
he  Ftf TTg- faffllly,  \wthin  the  fpace  of  400  years.   'Wh^nHong-  ChcwV 
im^  founder  of  the  Ming  01*  twenty-firft  dynafty,  mounted  ^mbajjy 
lie  Chinefe  throne ',  Kyu  or  Chs^Uy  then  king  of  Korea^  fent  ^^^  ^<'- 
m   ambafly  of  homage  and  congratulation  to  him,  and  was  ^^^^  ^^ 
>y  him  created  king  of  Kau-li  (or  Korea),  and  was  prefented  ^^'^^^T"' 
livith  a^iilver  feal,  and  the  antient  privilege  of  facrificing  to  ■''^f^^y^^*- 
±te-'gods  of  the  rivers  and  mountains  of  that  kingdom.     But,       ^ 
a  the   fevcnteenth  year  of  that  emperor's  reign,  the  king's 
imbafl&dors  ha^dng,  joined  in  a  conipiracy  againfl  him,  the 
Koreans  were  declared  enemies  of  the  empire.     The  mattei%  Jfter^hr. 
bowever,  was   foon  after  compromifed,   and  that  monarcli     1390. 
Tatisfiedy  by  a  new  ambafly  and  fubmiflion  ;  upon  which  he 
fent  t6  Korea  to  buy  horfes ;  and,  the  king  refufing  to  take 
uiy  money  for  them,  Hong^vu  had  them  valued,  and  paid  for  .       ■      . 
them  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  ordered  him  to  deliver  up  the 
towns  of  Lyau-yang  and  Shin-chingy  which  they  had  feized 
b  the  province  of  Lyau^tong.     Soon  after  this,  KyUy  then  on 
the  throne,  was  depofed ;  and  Vang-chang  raifed  to  it  by  Li- ' 
}in*jiny  then  prim^  minifter  of  Korea,  whofe  fon  Li-chitig-que 
dethroned  Vang-chang,  and  fet  the  crown  upon  Fang-yau"^ 
head,  and  in  a  little  time  after  took  it  from  him,  and  placed 
it  on  his  own.     And  thus  ended  the  line  of  Fang-tan. 
^  De  hoc,  vid.  f^p.  vol.  v.  60 j  &  fcq.-  viii.  471 ,  &  feq. 

SECT.    III. 

7be  Sequel  and  Conclujion  of  the  Korean  Hijiory. 

LI-CNING'^UE,  who  then  changed  his  name  into  that - 
of  Vang-tang,  failed  not  to  difpatch  a  pompous  ambalfy, 
with    confiderable  prefents,    to  Van-lye,    then  emperor  of 
ChinAy  MWth  a  petition  to  be  confirmed  on  his  throne ;  but 
both  that  and  his  prefents  were  rejefted  ;  and  Ching-fe,  v/ho 
had  drawn  the  petition,   bani/bed  by  the  emperor.     Soon 
after  that,.7ia  refigncd  the  crown  to  his  fon  Fang-yiven^ 
who  obtained  a  confirmation  from  the  emperor  Tong*lo,  who   . 
mounted  the  throne  Jnno  1403  ;  and  fent  him  io,coo  oxen  . 
by  way  of  tribute,  in  order  to  ftock  certain  lands  which  that 
monarch  had  affigned  to  the  garrifon  of  Lyau-tong.     Tau,  the 
fon  and  fucceffbr  of  Fdng-ydjen,  fent  his  tribute  in  gerfalcons ^ 
or  fea-eagles ;  but  the  emperor  refufed  them,  faying,   that 
Jewels  and  rare  animals  were  not  what  he  liked.     We  find 
itdein  their  hiftory,  worth  taking  notice  of,  till  the  reign  of 
*    .  '  L  1  4   ;  the 


g^6  rie  Hijtcry  9f  Yiora.  B.  XIO*  I 

the  emperor  Van4ye^  except  that  one  of  theu-  kings,  named 
Van-ky-whangt  prevailed  upon  the  emperor  Sbi-tfong,  alias 
Kya-tftngy  the  twelfth  monarch  of  the  Min^dynally,  to  erafe 
out  of  the  book  of  the  anticnt  cuftoms  of  the  Ming,  the  ar- 
ticle in  which  Ching-que  was  recorded  for  having  depded  his 
lawful  fovereign,  and  ufarped  his  crown ;  becaufe,  faid  the 
Korean  king,  it  was  done  at  the  foliciution  of  the  grandees, 
and  of  the  people.     But,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Vim-lye, 
the  fourteenth  emperor  of  the  Ming  dynafty,  Korea  ^as  in- 
vaded by  Ping-fyew'iyi^  chief  or  king  of  Japan  (I). 
Korea  in-      This  conqueror,,  according  to  the  Japaneje  hiftcMy,  find- 
^aiei  hj    i^>  in  the  annals  of  that  empire,  that  Korea  had  been  fer- 
#^f  Japan-  merly  fubdued,  and  made  tributary  to  it,  and  being  now 
efc.  raifed  to  the  height  of  fecular  power,  thought  it  a  proper  time 

JfurChr.  to  revive  his  pretenlions  to  that  peninfula,  not  without  a 
*59^*  farther  view  of  opening  to  himfelf  a  way  to  the  conqucft  of 
Ping-  China.  He  fent  accordingly  an  ambaffy  thither,  to  demand  of 
ihycw-  the  Koreans  a  paflage  for  his  army  through  their  country;  and 
kyi*i  ori»  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fliould  acknowl^e  the  emperors  of 
gin  and  Japan  as  their  fovereigns,  and  pay  homage  to  them.  But 
^(/^*  the  Koreans t  inftead  of  ananfwer,  lulled  his  ambafladors,  and, 

by  that  hoftile  aft,  highly  provoked  him  to  haften  the  war 
which  he  had  premeditated  againft  them.  The  Chinefe,  how- 
ever, without  taking  notice  of  either  of  thefc  drcumftanoes, 
only  pretend  that  he  was  induced  to  this  invaiion  by  thefinali 
diftance  there  is  between  the  mountain  King-Jbangm  Korea, 
an4  the  ifland  Twi-ma-tau,  belonging  to  .Japan,  and  then  in 

(I)  This  conqueror  is  faid  to  the  murderer ;  butprefently  af- 

Jiave  been   originally  a  flave,  ter  raifed  himfelf  to  the  dignity 

and  afterwards  a  retailer  of  fiih ;  of  ^uanpe,  and  made  himfelf 

and,  being  found  afleep  under  a  matter,  by  , fraud  or  force,  of 

tree  by  zjapanefe  ^uan-pe,  ox  about  60  fmall  provinces.  This 

governor,  who  was  then  hunt-  is  the  account  which  ihicCbhufi 

jRg,  and  was  juft  going  to  kill  and  Koreans  give  of  the  great 

him,  awoke,  and  fpakc  to  him  Tay-cho^  who  raifed  hixnfen  by 

in  fuch  a  taking  manner,  that  his  valour  and  merit  to  the  fe- 

thc  ^anpe  took  a  liking  to  cular  empire  of  Japan,     Bat 

him,  and  made  him  overfeer  of  we  fliall  find  a  proper  place,  in 

'  his  ftuds,.  giving  him  the  name  the  next   chapter^  to  do  him 

of  Ping'Jye<W'kyi^  or  'The  man  that  juftice  which  his  noble  ac- 

fr4>m  under  tfte  tree,  '  He  foon  tions  deferved.  In  the  mean 
after  gave  him  fome  lands,  and  time  we  thought  it  not  irnpro- 
made  him  his  chief  confident ;  per  to  give  this  one  inftance, 
b9t«  being  a  little  after  aiiafTm-  among  many  more,  of  the  Co- 
ated by  one  of  his  counfellors,  veje  pride,  and  the  contempt 
P/w^-^fw./fyi  put  himfelf  at  the  they  have  of  the  ^^^iwi^,  by 
head  of  his  mafter's  troops,  un-  the  difadyantagcous  light  in 
der  pretence  of  revenging  his  which  they  have  fet  one  of  their 
death,  whi«h  he  did  by  killing  grcatcft  hproes  and  conquerors, 

bis 


Ills  pof&ffioii(K) ';  for,  by  the  commerce  carried  ob  between 
^em,  he  was  icfoirmedy  that  U-feu,  who  then  rdjgned  in 
Xarea^  was  a  prince  fo  whoUy  devoted  to  his  pleafures,  that 
lie  might  be  eafily  furprifijd.'    Accordii^ly  Kyi  fcnt  two  of 
Ins  generals,  with  a  numerous  fleet,  to  attack  it ;  who,  land* 
iag  their  forces  unperceived,  took  the  city  of  Son-te^  and  fe» 
'veral  others,  the  Koreans  being  fo  foftened  by  a  long  peace, 
that  they  fled  upoif  the  firft  approach'  of  the  enemy ;  and  the 
long,  leaving  the  government  in  the  hands  of  his  fecond  fon^ 
retired  firft  to  Pin-yang,  and  next  to  I-chewy  in  the  promce 
of  Lyau-iong.    From  thence  he  fent  an  ambafly  to  the  em-      ' 
peror,  to  beg  his  aflifiance  againft  the  invaders,  to  recrive 
•  Mm  as  his  fubjeA,  and  promising  to  make  Korea  a  province  ^ 
of  the  empire;  but,  whilft  that  was  tranfafting,  the 7ii/i»«» 
efig  had  ali*eady  demoliflicd  the  fepulchres;  plundered  the  trea- 
sury, taken  the  mother,  children,  and  cheers,  of  the  king, 
and  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  greater  part  of  the  king- 
dom.    They  had  likewife  fortified  the  capital,  and  pofted  Succefs  i» 
their  troops  in  the  moft  important  pafles ;  and  pretended  ftill,  Korea, 
that  they  had  ho  defign  on  the  empire,  but  only  to  make  the 
river  Ta-to-kyang  the  boundary  of  their  conquefts  ;  but  were 
ftill  moving  nearer  towards  Lyau-tongy  infomuch  that  he  was 
forced  to  remove  farther  from  I-chew  to  Ngay-chew.    All 
this  while  he  was  difpatching  couriers  upon  couriers  to  the 
CAine/e  court,  to  haften  the  fuccours  which  came  but  flowly 
on ;  and  fome  of  them  that  arrived  had  been  defeated  and 
cut  in  pieces  by  the  Japaners. 

At  length  Song-ing-chang  was  fent  at  the  head  of  60,000 
Cbinefe  forces,  and  with  the  quality  df  Kngrlyo;  or  genc- 
raliffimo ;  and  difpatched  Li^yu-fingy  a  general  under  him, 
Nvith  thofe  forces,  through  Lyau-iong;    and  the  difficulty 
vrhich  their  cavalry  found  in  croffing  the  mountain  Song' 
ibang-Jbdng  was  fuch,   that  their  horfes  are  faid  to  have 
iweated  blood.    However,  li-yu-fong  had  fent  beforehand  a  . 
prdper  general  before  him,  to  try  to  over-reach  that  of  the  fhe  Ja* 
Japanefe^  by  endeavouring  to  periuade  him  that  he  was  not  paneie^f- 
coming  with  an  intention  to  oppofe  him,  but  to  create  Kyi  nertdout'^ 
his  m^ler  a  king,  for  which  he  was  invefted  with  full  power  'fitted  bf 
from  the  emperor.     Hing-chang^  that  was  the  Japanefe  ge-  ^^^^hi- 
ncral's  oame,  readily  Jmllowed  the  bait, 'and  fent  twenty '*^®' 

(K)  Thcfc  two  are  faid  by  with  each  other  ;  by  which 
fome  to"  be  fltaate  within  fight  means  Kyi  came  to  learn,  that 
of*  each  other,  and,  by  others,  the  Koreans^  and  their  king, 
within  three  days  failing  with  a  lived  in  fuch  peace  and  plea- 
fair  wind;  however  near  enough  fure,  that  the  conqueft  of  them 
they  arc  to  carry  on  a  com-  might  be  cafily  atchievedt* 
m^^rce,  and  even   intermarry, 

i  St$  Rigts,  K^imffif,  &  al.  ubifup.  officers 


oSkBn-tbmdbt'Liipi^ir^  who  had-  ordened  &>  pffrcy  tdttakii( ' 
then&priimm?  bottbey^deftftded'thtefelfts'foftDiitljr^  tfatt  * 
liadb  otiffcf'  ihukfvmo  ukfou  TUm  aftioa  m^ifat  isMi 
ofMoeifnjqp^r^ii^'eyttos  bftt,  haigrtoid  that*  k  happenK 
thtoilgb  a  mifinKteflattdiiigtif  theiMBvpreters,  br  w»  cai^ke 
a^ftcMd  tiiBe^  and*  kat  a  frefii  mifeA^  tojcompiimeicttte: 
CmMfi'  gpnera. 

'WBtoolrnoliee^a<lttdeh^her,  that  the  y^^^tXTS^.  had  tf^r^ 
dfiffd  tfactnfelves io  thecapiul,  aadodisr<  dtks,  jmeticKdaaFlf 
inu  that  of  Pin-yang^  whidi  was  bbfi^esn  very  ftronftpJaee'iTjr 
it8'fltindoB>  haying  thrrhrer  T^tmi^kyangxxi  the  ioiuth-<e^;. 
aad^anooofidcratile  emtaenctr  txa  the  north,  theft  gi>idrded  \xfir 
Pia-yaiiff  good  number  of  their  forces;    TbrCii^^/ir  general  arrived*^ 
rfftfiM^ before  the*  chyoh  Ar  iixth^dtyiof  tfae£cft  moo^  of  the-: 
'*' Chi-   tweotyyfirft  year  erf  Vam^ly^%  re^;.aiidy  having  drawn  op^ 
■^         his  forced  irt  order  of  batde^  be|^  ta  march  ifito*the  city^ 
^^*^'  the  Jdpu$ai/k;  in  thdr  ricbeftaccoatreineacs,  lining  thb  way,- 
'JM:    iinj  tfaMnrgenetal  bdngrplacedon  a  towerito  Tiewr.the  pro-- 
•ceffion  :  bat'  the  6%i;ii^  officers  behavedan  fdch  a.  maaner, 
at'foon'alaFiaed  the  ftipanrft^  aod  £prced  them  upon  their 
guard;.  nt)on  which  JJ-yu-fing  vitieim-  z  ffetot  to  attack  the 
emiBence  on*  the  north  fide,  and.onlered  the  detadiment  to 
retire  after  the  firft  trhaige,  in  ordfcr*  to  dtaw  Ae  fapatufo 
Wfitccifi  fitxtt  their  pc^ ;  ii^eadrof- which,  thsy.tn;  thendddle^  the 
i^mnfi      n^tattacUed  the  (%'ni^^aaip,'bnt  were,  repnlfed  with  ]ois. 
mm.        Qa  the  dgbtb  dayv  the  gteeral  •  aflanlt  was  ^giren.by;  break  of 
day,  and  the  attack  made  on  the  foutb  fide^  tb&  city,  with 
great  vigour*  on^  bothi  fides. ;   Af  length  the  CSnnefe,  having 
Ksaled.thenwalls,  forced;  theonentyto-retire  to  their  fortrefs, 
wbentea  goDd.nomber  of  them,  with'  their  general,  nKule 
their  efiape  vbMt  midtd^t ;  but  1^  near  300  Idlled  in  the 
a6Honi  befidesagicat  number  crf'others  that  were  drowned 
in  cmffing'the  river:  a  detachment  of  300a  CUmfe  killed 
40a  more  of  them  in  their  flight,  andtodc  others  prifoners^ 
On  the  i9ftb'  they  took  the  city  of  Fii*kay  by  ftorm,  killing 
1 65  of  the  enemy,  who,  byibmany  defeats,  ^wercnowfWpped 
iA  four  of  the  Abnf^xir  provinces.    From 'that  time*  the  Chinefi 
^  proved  fo  (bcoefsful  ^dhft  them  in  almoft  every,  encounter, 

feme  of  which  proved  very  Uoodjr  on  both. fides,  ^at  they 
had  only  the  capital  left  ta  reduce,  to  which  Ching-tdng^  sn*. 
Thicapt'   other  Japanefe  general,  had  retired.     The  Chinefe  general^ 
/a/*/*Ko-  vAowasr  within  70  ChmtfcYx^t  orfiirlohgs  from  it,  marched 
tea  hi-      \i4th  double  fpeed  againft-  it  With  his  light  horfe,  upon  a  felfe 
fogi(k     _  report,  which  he  too  eafily  gave  credit  to,  that  the  Japanefe 
hadabandoned  it ;  and  thereby  felllntaone  of  their  ambuf- 
cades,  near  a  bridge  within  Qiirtf  li's  of  the  place ;,  upon 
which  a  bloody  batde  enfued^  in  which.^'eat  numbers  fell  on 
r     "      .  both 


bodi  fidds^^  ftBib:  ^*  dM^  daoo^  w«r  puff  t6*i^^  yet  4fitf 
Gfinefe  lo&  the  ibwdr  of  thdr  troops.  Tliey  vnft.mormnWf 
OS  diieb  .^fifba^  to^  d^  Atf,  tttach  intiomneifsd^  bjr  the 
tbaw  and  rains  i&  tJMk  oatnp  i  ^wMift  dw  Jaffmnefi  vme  ^* 
vgatajgeoufty  featefitoflf  a  dry  eofiiicfnee^  vfiA  x  river  in  ImM^. 
aodaiBoaatsdatiR.th^JH^r*  Thetovfrn^had  likewi&reavai 
Mgh  machiaes  iUkd  with  deSmOii^  Iv^pons,  upon  whtdr 
thft  fiJirtj^  MRere  Ibreod  to  retreat  to  Kay-iUng^  ' 

HBii^'OQ'tbe^BieBthdf  thefaoie^te^ytl^^esl^^  ^ 

ii^dligSBce  that  %oo^(KiO  fapamrs  were  aixmt^  ttHTo^ika^'  ^ 

^adthat  th^  ware  plealiftilly  filmiihed  with' com  ^  pacv  o£  ' 
which  Li-yu-fin^  ha¥jjig  fortunatetf  burnty  the  enemy,  fbar-^ 
ii^  a*fcarcky,  agreed  to  peace,  and  yieldedl  the  capital ;  whidK  Surrm^ 
he  entered  on  the  eighteenth  (k*  the  fourth  modth,.  and  found  ^^ 
in  it  40,000  buihek  of  rke^  and  f(M\a)^  in  propordoft.   After 
thefurrender  of  the  pkce,  the  Japatntfr  icDt  an  amb^y  <^ 
fubmiiGon  to  the  eflngperor ;  and,  in  the  f^venth  month,  deli^* 
vered  up  the  children  smd  principal  ofikel's  of  the  king  d£* 
Koria ;  and  the  empefor,  is  the  lwaity-fe<xmd  year'  or  hty- 
rdgn,  agreed,  at  theiatreatyof  thaitpdnoe,  tOasceptcifthr> 
tribute  o^ered  by  the  J^^'omfe^  and  to  ct^MPiAg-JhyifUf-fyiTixig* 
Tay-cho  or  king  of   Jt^mn^   ott  the  feUowing  conditions*:  ihycw-kyi 
I.  That  he  fcotiW  dcliva?  up  all  his  oonqneAs  in  Kor^^^^^^S 
i.  That  he  ihould  fend  no  imb80y  to  Ghma.    And,  3*.  tfaat^^ J*P*°-^ 
he  fliould  fwear  nevo:  to  alter  into  that  peninfola  "*;  "  '^ 

-  This  peace  had  )^t  fd  Kafve  been  Imofo^  bdth  hj  the  in^ 
diicretipn  of  the  £)&in^ambaffiulbF,  by  "^sAasm  Van*lye' i&SSC  \ 

the  imperial  patent  to  the  new  Tsy'^ch,^  aod  much  more  by  / 
the  coafeemptuousanbaflTy  which  me  rekiftated  Idng  of  Korsit 
fent  to  him  00  Us  being  raifed  to  t&e  royal'  d^^ty.  The 
firft  of  thefe,  a  marquis  of  the  £^  raidR,  but  a  pcpfpn  of  «• 
very  luftful  ^fpofitkm,  had  been  gratified  in  that  fevourit«' 
paffion,  otk  his  arrival  in  7d^tfM,  by  die  governor  of  Twma^ 
who  fent  three  of  the  nmft  beautify^  women  of  that  coufl'- 
try  to  hhn  ooe  after  aaodaer ;  but,  the  marquis  being  after* 
wards  informed  that  the  govemer^a  wife  was  ei^treme^  beauty 
tiful,  and  havkigmadenofcruple  to  demand  her  of  4^m,  he 
reiented  the  affipnt.  About  the  fame  dme  a  Ja^mrfi  c£ 
quaUty,  named  tong^  lumr^  difputed  the  waywhh  die  am»> 
baflador,  had  fike  to  have  been  killed  by  him,  but  was  hap-^ 
pUy  refcued  by  bis  own  retinue,  fo  that  the  marquis  had  no- 
wnf  left  toefdape  but  hf  flight,  and  leaving  every  things 
even  his  Very  credendab,  behind  him*  He  wandered  all  tM 
liiight,  and'atlei^likm  a  fit  of  defpair ,  hanged  hinifelf;  1)ut 
wafr  cut  dov^  by  foile  of  his  followers,  and  fled  baok  ta> 

"  See  Rboi^  ap*.  Du  Haldrt  vol.  ii*  p«  $j6i     ' 

CUna, 
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OUna^  where,  by  the  emperor^s  orders,  he  was  tried  fiv  Ur 
nufisondofty  and  another  ambaflador  fent  in  his  room. 
Onmnf       Thb  Ckbutfi  tell  us,  that  Ptng-Jbyew-kyi^  havii^  Mel 
•J  rtctivi'  aad  bathed  three  days,  went  m  great  €eremon7  to  meet  die 
h^tbipm-  emperor's  patent,  before  w^ch  he  proflrated  himfeif  fifteea 
^>^*^*         dmes ;  after  wfakh  he  was  created  Idng  in  all  the  iifiial  {ar- 
malities,  and  cxprefled  the  deepeft  gratitade  to  the  Chinifi 
Rifm"     monarch  for  hb  new  dignity.    But  toon  after  tlus,  ^  kii^ 
*^         of  Koridf  being  adviied  by  one,  of  his  favonrxtes  to  treat  tbe 
^mnfiihi  f^y^ch  with  contempt,  fent  lus  compliments  to  him  only  by  a 
^^v     .  depnty-govemor  of  a  dty  of  the  fecond  order,  and  with' a 
***  *     few  ordinaoy  prefents  of  'filk.    Ping-Jyew-fyi  highly  refeitfidl 
mad-mt*     ^  infult ;  and  faid  to  the  ambaf&dor.  Hath  thy  tnqfterfi 
/wir  i0    foon  forgot  that  I  conquered  bis  kingdom^  aad  have  reft  or ed  H 
his  mmbaf"  to  hhn  out  (if  mere  regard  to  the  emperor  f  What  doth  he  imar 
f^tdttr.        ginf  fffie  to  he^  in  fending  me  Juch  a  frefent  by  one  of  your 
rank  ?  Whom  doth  he  afronty  me^  or  the  pnperor  ?  hut,  fnce 
ie  Jreats  me  in  Jo  unworthy  a  manner,  let  him  knotty  that 
my  forces  fhall  notftir  out  of  Korea  till  the  emperor  bath  dufy 
dnifiifed  him.  On  the  next  day  he  fent  with  his  tribute,  whi^ 
was  very  rich,  two  remonftrances,  the  oat  acknowleg^ng  has 
obligations  to  the  emperor,  and  the  other  demanding  juftice 
againft  the  Korean  king.    He  waited  for  the  latter  till  the 
^5th  of  that  emperor's  reign,  for  a  fadsfaftion  for  the  af- 
tUnews     front ;  but,  finding  him  rather  inclined  to  fide  ^th  the  Kh 
the  war    redn  king,  as  the  leqnel  (hews  he  did,  ^he  refolved  to  renew 
againfi      the  war ;  and  accordingly  inva4ed  Korea  afrefli  with  a  fleet 
Urn.         ^  200  fail,  and  a  poweifal  army  under,  the  command  of  hi* 
^hefMccifi  two  old  generals  TJing-ching  and  Hing-ching.     Thefe  two^ 
,  of  his  two  bdng  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country,  renewed  the 
'  generals:    war  with  double  vigour,  and  took  ^^tn-jrw^n^,  the  governor 
of  which  fled  barefoot  upon  thdr  firft  approach  ;  and  foon 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  msmy  other  con/iderable  cities  and 
pafles.  on  all  fides,  infomuch  that  the  Chtnefe  capital  was  ip  a 
great  meafure  blocked  up.    The  former  had  already  fixed  his 
quarters  at  Tun^fin,  600  li's,  and  die  latter  at  King-fbangy 
400  li's,  from  it.     The  Chtnefe^  headed  by  Han-quey,  laid 
fiegeto  the  latter  with  a  numerous  army ;  but,  upon  a  report 
that  the  enemy  had  received  fyefh  fuccours,  fled ;  whereupon 
his  forces  difperfed  themfelves,  20,000  of  them  weie  killed, 
and  their  general  pnniflied  for  his  cowardice. 
Tbetrea'     .  In  the  ninth  month  of  the  26th  year  of  Fan-tye's  reign, 
ebery  of    Ltuf-ting,  another  Chin^  general,  marched  againft  Ning- 
,  tbeChu    chang ;  and  propofed  to  him  a  conference,  wherein  matters 
ncfe  «.     gjjgjjt  jjg  amicably  adjufted.    To  which  thtjapanefe  genera! 
mral.        agreed ;  and,  on  the  next  day,  went  to  the  place  appointed, 
attended  only  by  fifty  horfe.    But  theireacterous  Lew-tiag 

had 
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had  Isdd  an  ambufcade  for  it ;  and,  having  appointed  one  of 
his  officers  to  perfonate  luniy  attended  the  meeting  in  the 
di%uife  of  a  common  foldier.    Hing-chang  was  received  by 
the  pretended  general  with  the  ufual  honours ;  and,  as  he  fat 
at  table,   could ,  not  keep  off  his  eyes  from  the  difguifed 
Levf'tingi  and  crying  out,  Stirefy  thatfoUUer  h^s  been  m* 
fortunate.    Lew-ting,  furprifed  at  his  fpeech,  went  imme- 
diately out,  and  gave  the  ugnal  to  the  ambufcade  by  firing  a 
gun;    upon  which  Hing-chang^   fufp^fting  the  treachery^ 
mounted  his  horfe  in  an  inilant,  with  his  attendance,  who 
formed  themfdves  into  a  triangle,  and,  with  a  dreadful  ilaugh*- 
ter,  forced  thdr  way  through  the  treacherous  Chinefe^  and 
efcaped.    On  the  next  dny  the  Japanefe  general  fent  to  thank 
the  Chinefe  one  for  his  entertainment ;  who  had  no  other  way 
of  excufing  it,  but  by  j>retending,  that  the  firing  of  the  gun 
was  altogether  accidental.    However,  though  Us  treachery 
had  mifcarried,  it  did  not  hinder  his  attacking  him  openly, 
and  a  fierce  engagement  enfued,  in  which,  the  Chinefe  werd 
every-where  worfted.    The  war  would  in  all  likelihood  have  Tbe  Tay- 
lafted  much  longer,  and  the  Koreans  have  been  feverely  chaf-  choV 
dfed  for  thdr  treadiery  by  the  highly  incenfed  Tay-ch^^  had  ^^^  ^- 
not  his  uncxpeSed  death,  or,  if  we  may  believe  the  Japan  ^€^««'  ^ 
hiftory,  fome  more  cogent  motives,  induced  him  to  recall  his  ^^f*"^ 
(battered  forces ;  and  put  an  end  to  all  fature  hoftiUties^  by  T^lcho 
laying  thdn  only  under  a  tribute  to  him.    What  thofe  mo-  ^^^^^v 
lives  were,  will  be  better  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  Japan ;  how- /j^^^^  ^^ 
ever,  that  brave  hero  died  whilft  his  generals  were  on  their  £$$, 
way  home ;  and   JjgaSy  whom  he  had  appointed  guar<lian  Ptaee 
over  his  fon  and  fuccefibr,  then  but  fix  years  old,  thought  Atmadewiti 
only  to  oblige  them  to  fend  an  embafly  tick  him  every  three  ^^^  ^o*    . 
years,  and  to  acknowl^  him  for  their  fovereign.    And  thus  re**", 
ended  the  Korean  war,  after  it  had  lafted  feven  years  ;  fince  Koreans 
which  time  th^y  relapfed  again,  undfer  the  dominion  of  the^^'^wtfirf 
Chinefe  Tartars,  and  drove  out  all  the  garrifons  which  the  'M*P*?- 
Japanefe  had  left  there,  as  far  as  the  coafts  of  the  province  «fe^«^ 
of  Tfiotfijn,  which  is  the  only  place  they  have  remaining  oiJ^^  ^ 
all  their  conqpefts  in  that  country.    The  emperors  of  Japan  Tfio-mn- 
feem  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  pofleflion  of  thofe  eaftem  coafts,  ^^  ^ 
as  a  fufficient  fecurity  to  their  own  dominions;  and  keep^/^^ 
ibme  garrifons  there  to  guard  them,  which  are  put  under  the  under 
government  of  the  princes  of  Iki  and  TJufima,  two  iflands  Japan, 
lying  about  the  mid-way  between  Korea  and  Japan ;  whilft 
thofe  Koreans  zre  only  obliged  to  fend  an  ambafly  to  court, 
to  take  an  oath  of  all^iance  to  every  new  emperor.    This 
was  tlie  condition  they  were  in  Jnno  1693,  when  Kampfer 
was  in  Japan.  .  As  for  the  reft  of  the  Koreans,  they  haye 
coAtuiued  tributary  to  the  CHnefe  ever  fince ;  and,  to  all  ap« 
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punmocy  beeajcqpt  iMre Anftly  under  4$ion  finee  dieTiv^ 
^tfrx^becfune  inafters  efCHnf.  The  -prinoe  that  rci^aeA4im  \ 
itrtienour  author  .imxne  his  acooant  was  called  Li-tun,^ 
mets  dfifcoftdedifFMk  rise  fiunay  of  Li.  in  the  year  i^# 
fmiaiwd  a  petitioii  to  Ae  emperor  Kang^r  ^^  contents  all 
«)cafioa  of  which  bm^  fbfnethiig  cokioaSy  aod  oqarfnau^i^ 
^"What^we  faaye  jttft  now  htnt^  of  their  being  under  greaicr 
Cilbjeftioii  dian  fermerfyy  we  AaU  g^ve  it  to  the  j-eader^isdie 
ieqvel  (L),  Whenever  any  of  them  dies,  the  emperor  i% 
^mediately  deputes  two  grandees  to  confer  npem  the  ftooefir 
-the  title  of  ^tte^vang^  or  king,  who  reoeires  the  m^eSaan 
«pon  his<kaees»  and  makes  certain  prefents  to  the  comraiffim- 
'Crs,  "Whieh^upe  fecded  .and  Specified,  be^des  abant  8oeo  .tidt 
in  money.  After  diat,  he  is  obliged -to^fend  an  ambalfidnr^to 
ithe  (iXf7u^  court ^di the  sfind  tribute* and  homage;  ^ridA 
Jaft  is^d  by  DToftration  and  knoekii^  his  forehead  ag^oft 
ithe^groand  betore  die  imperial  throne.  If  the  Korean  kiog 
-bapjprehttlfiveof  any  diiputes  arifing affiar  his  death,  about 


fL)  Tllisjpetkieti,  ^  whieh 

mt  QMdl  ifiad  a  none  ;pVQper 

ffjj^  a^d»e'dofe^oftU»  af»pen- 

^,  WMs  pfefp«te4  :to  ithp  l^ie 

,£|mcd.i;mMrpr^i)gf-£x,  Is^tely 

mfiPJiofljEi4,.iflk order  tp.qb^n  a 

p^rq^iflipp  fram;hiija  iQr  rc6lify- 

liigfofne  wrong  ileps  which  he 

'had  taken  wi(h  regard  to  his 

•own  private  family,'  bnt  fuch  as 

'Ooe-wotfld  have  kna^ned  were 

r^Mdly^low'theoogirizaiice  of 

.fo(gi»At.a  QiQnanh,  and  C90« 

^Ml^ed  <M»l)f  t^  .f(|ft9u«g  ^  a 

^iaArQH^ite  barreo ,  qnfcn,  whom 

'be  baddepofe4,  .Jjttfavwir  of  ^ 

concubjn?,  whph^d  brpagb^hjip 

forth  a  fon '  and  ^eir.     Y et  this 

■  itep,  inconfiderable  -as ,  it  feems, 

was 'fuch  as  l||e  dared  not  renl 

.  toie^apon-tUl  he-had  ^raviouAy 

;Obsained  teatve  iby  9:  ^ecilion 

.'f!9ttlfod  ia^the  .moft  abjki  aad 

>fiH»ile  terips,^^  \fV^  WA^ 

l^e  ^oft  earncii  wiihes  and  fuf- 

/ra£(;s  of  all  his  JKoman  fyh- 

Neither  was  thi3.rec[ueft  re- 
ceived at  court  as^  a  matter  of.,a 
trivial  nature,  feeing  the  empe- 


ror was  pleafed  to  refer  it  ta 
4he  eonfioeration  of  one  of  hii 
iiigji  tnbunals  of  ceremonies; 
hy  vi^iOfP  it  was.no  fopner  i|^ 
pr(wed»  than  a  proper  mandaria 
was  difpatcbed  to  t}ie  Korum 
court,  to  Kioftall  the^aeen^  an4 
degrade  the"^  concubine.  We 
fb^i  ha^e  occafion,  in  the  fe- 
^uel,  to  ^dd  an  inftance  or  two 
inoreof  diis  extreme  fubjeftioa: 
in  the^eantime  that  which  we 
havejpLvenabore  is  fn£cieat  to 
c<mYince  our  readers,  that  the 
Kar^an  monarchs  are  far  enou^ 
.frQipjenjPyiiig  die  fame  def^ 
tic  (Wayjirvder  the  TVrr^zr  which 
they  did  under  the  Cbinefe  mon- 
archs,  when  it  was  reckoned 
treafon  to  controul  their  will  in 
any  -cafe,  provided  they  took 
eare^conftaody  to. pay  their  ho- 
mage aod  tribute  to  th^Bi*  ^I 
that  wie  fhill  add  with  relatieu 
^th«ir  prf  fent  ftate,  is,  that  they 
£:nd  yearly  an  ambaflador  to 
receive  the  almanack  which  is 
pUbliih^  at  court  the  firll  da/ 
of  the  tenth  month,  f gr  the  en- 
fuingyear(7).- 


(7)  l^f^ify  ubifttf^  adfiitt  • 
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tiiei 


. fuqceffioo,  he  nonuoates  ^aheir  to  die  ci^w»  jaild:gecs 
cQa^aaed  by  the  emperor ;  bch-  dares  tliie  royal  iaofort    ' 
ne  the  title  of .i|D«ea>  b«for-e Qie haihobiamod at  •from 
:  aliwhichcq^mof^afe  have  beeafo^X^lyrr^^ukttd^tshtt 
fputes  can  i^ever^anfe;  )«3^  to  this  is  «wi(ig  th^  pcaosfuLftate 
ey  have  fo  long  enjoyed.    We  (hall  bfg  l$aj|^  to  fiibjosaTthe 
llfoFe-aici^oaedia^s^    thepxtremefcg^iwhichtbcj^ 
iLings  pay  tQ^  ^Aj»^:iQ09«riph ;  "which  ^illtBPt:i«dytprbTe 
anrhat^we  hav6£ii4s  h^t  Qim  lU^wj^  hp^  qiA^hifiipenor  the    .        ^ 
^rtars^,^^  to  thfi  Ghii^Je,  in  point  ^f  gQi^iroJ^g  their  tribo^ 

4g?enAa?ce.  :       .  .  ' 

.^It  h^ppewl  ia  rhe  32(1  ywur  pf  .the^mpi^r  .^Kifiig^Jif^  /i^AiMciy 
^ffj^V  in  the  y^r  1694,  wh^ntbe  prifi^thQO.Qit thAiKsmin o/tht  ^ 
j|pr^^,thding  fdi(&tisfied^9t  fo«^  clvu^f^.-he  hdd  nadeLiaihsf^^^^y^ 
J^pijly,  fisnt  hhn  the  Mowyig  reo^^urJlMLhle  pf^peft  byihisiMa**^?^^  v 
Jjaijador :  "  J,  yi0^^cewg«fty:si^id>ieft,  ra»ia.jiwift  iiafortwalc  ^J^^'^** 
«<  man;    t  had  beheld ^^lyfeifia  .<:$^iidei9ibleitune  'si^thoutiaa    ^  * 
**  heir^  when  one  of  my  coiicubin^1«ra9^9tt  li^ffh  brou^t  to 
'^'  bedofaj(^»^pon  whkh,a£0Giiiat:I:IJI0i^ti9i^^ 
//  'tp  advance  her  ip.aJ^herrsuTtfe;  4»d»Jaro9}ithis  fsdie  fbp» 
/*  h^th  fprung  ^  piyjinisfort^i^.    lotted  ony  .queen  JMimt^ 
.*fcM  .to  ret^  i^m  fiiy  ^^fu>u  ^ra^  .thie  jcoacubbie 
/SGM!?-f*i>it^<>:b<r,piift«e,  iasiI:M«d  not  :tKcn.rf  inferming 
'^*\  yonr  ]xiaj€% :  finceiivhi^dhi^^iQC,  Mying  dnly  cxmfidered 
Vj  thi5|tr-?*fii«A«\'^«as  .«Qr^ 

*^:Jliath  bad  thc-^oferaffi^  of  :mf  :fftt»ily*a  <:oniideralde  - 
'V  ^^|uk,  h4th,aj9iAedi^e  inmyiiiifodli^ 
V^.psWher  J«ift4mi^:to;ii^aueen.^  andtp 

♦*-jriieque^j?»yi]^h«r,.^nd  h^::Wi»Wh 
y%mc  tbefe  thr«e  y^e?  t^l spirnQSwfeflfibterthat  Aedefcrvedia 
**  ^jo^eibopf^f^roJA^d^^        itim^m^i^jLudtm  beyood  ma^ 
/f  fwe  CQn^flrnedi  §>r  mT  i»p?^^  cwdrtfi  towards  her. 
!     "  iNorder,  tbcrrfoff,  j©  yjeW  to  the  ^rAfift  defires  of  mf 
»«  ,peoj>fe,l\aflare3|;^tpQ»dyv^#g^ 

>  cifi  to  her  ,friftine  x%»K  ^  ^  std^ifi  the  other  to  herf ofmer 

/'  Ipw  ftatepf.a.^Gtf^^ine;  .by  which  mieans  I  fiiall  aggSo 

'*  reftore  my  family  to  it^  aj^jlt  .i:!^il}ai:  pcder ;  and  ihs.r&, 

"  formation  of  my  houftiold,  begun  there,  wiU  difFuie  itferf 

.^^  maft  Jiiappily  throp^  .my  whole  kutftjoi^* 

/^  I  TOUR^fubjedly  j^i^^i.harV'Q.had.the.aiisfortm^ 
«  through  ignorance  and  ftupidity,  to  ftain  the  hondordf 
*'  my  anccftors^  have  neverthclefs  fenred  your  majefty  thefe 
**  twenty  years,  and  acknowlcge  myfelf  indebted  to  your 
«<  goodnefs  for  all  I  am  and  enjoy,  as  to  my  only  fhield  and 
*'  protestor.  lbave,ipTQ^i|CBrn$;^<ei^erjpyb£c  ^ij  jprivate, 
■  '*  which  I  would  mDi  to  be  concealed  from  youx  majefty ; 
*  "  and 
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*'  and  duit  is  the  chief  motive  which  hadi  induced  me  to 
•«  taice  the  liberty,  more  than  once  or  twice,  thus  eanicftiy 
**  to  Tolfidt  your  majefty  upon  this  point.     I  biiifli,  I  moft 
**  confefs,  at  my  boldneft  in  thus  traufgreffiog  the  bounds  oE 
**  my  duty ;  but,  as  it  is  a  point  which  is  of  fuch  concern  to 
**  the  happineis  of  my  family  and  kingdom,    I  thought  1 
**  might  venture  to  lay  this  my  humble  requeft  before  yoa, 
**  without  wounding  that  refpoft  with  which  I  am,"  6c. 
Koftau         This  petition  the  emperor  referred  to  the  tribunal  (f 
mA^"      rites,  and  it  was  approved  by  them :  in  purfuance  of  whidt, 
>Mbr#       a  commiilary  was  difpatched  to  the  Korean  court,  to  rein- 
mt^fy      (late  the  queen  Min-chi  to  her  priftine  rank ;  but,  in  the  year 
^J?*'**  foUo^HOi^  that  imprudent  prince,  whether  elated  at  the  con- 
V™*'      defcenfion  of  his  imperial  majefty,  or  from  what  other  motive 
unknown  to  us,  having  prefumed  to  (end  a  frefti  addrefi  to  the 
court  of  Pe'Jdngt  in  terms  lefe  refpeftful  than  thofe  of  the 
ftntter,  he  was  condemned  to  pay  io,ooo  ounces  of  iilver  as 
a  fine.    'And  this  may  fufHce  to  {hew  the  extreme  fubjefUon 
the  Korean  kings  are  kept  under  by  the  Chin^fe,  or  rather 
Tartar f  emperors ;  which  feverity,  befides  the  politic  maxims 
,of  that  warlike  nation,  may  have  been  owing,  in  all  proba- 
bility, to  that  fioble,  though  unfuccefsful  ftand,   which  the 
A(»^Aiiu  made,  fpon  after  the  redu^on  of  China^  to  fhakc 
off  the  yoke,  and  regain  thdr  andent  liberty,  of  which  we 
have  had  occafion  toipeaik  more  fuUy  in  a  former  part  of 
MaAer^r's  this  volume  f..    To  which  we  (ha>l  only  add  one  more  in- 
eaAaffa-^    fiance  of  it ;  viz.  that  when  the  emperor  fends  an  ambaflador 
^h  i^9w  to  Koreay  the  king  is  obliged  to  go  in  perfon,  attended  by 
^^chr^    all  his  guards^  and  a  numerous  retinue  of  his  houfhcdd,  out 
Mr  China,  ^  j^j^  Q^pital,  to  receive  him :  whilft,  on  the  other  hand, 
thbfc  of  the  Korean  prince  to  the  court  of  Pe-king  are  ftaiti 
received  with  any  ceremony,  and  are  even  obliged  to  |^ve 
place  to  a  mandarin  of  the  firft  rank.    They  are  lodged  in 
fome  private  houfe,  and  kept  under  a  kind 'of  honorary 
guard,  which  never  leaves  them,  whether  they  go  abroad, 
or  ftay  at  home';  but  are  to  watch  over,  and  ^ve  an  account 
.of,  all  thdr  anions,  behaviour,  and  even  of  their  words,  to 
(bme  proper  officers  of  the  court  \ 

t  Sec  before,  p.  4t7.  "  Regis,  ubi  fup.  p.  377,  k 

ieq.    Hifioir^  de  Core,  vol.  i.  p.  454,  4c  feq.    Kjsmpfbr,  obi    ( 


Th  END  of  th  Eighth  Joityuz. 
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